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SLPEs INASSAM
THEPRESENT STATUS

Dilip Kumar Bania
FormerPrincipal, Cotton College

State Level Public Enterprises or public sector, undertakings have a big role to
play in the economic developmentofthe country in general and the states in particular.
First,in amixed economy like theonewe havein India, SLPEs are expected to play the
role model for the private enterprises to emulate. Secondly, SLPEs are expected to
serve the social interest and move into areas which are often neglected by the private
sectorbecause oflow profitability (extending public transporttoremote areas, forinstance,
may notbe aprofitable business proposition butis extrem ely necessaryin public interest.)
Thirdly,in aresource - hungry economy, the public enterprises are expected to generate
surpluses to supplementthe totalinvestible resources ofthe state.

It is a matterof greatconcern, however, thatthe SLPEs in Assam are notin the
pink oftheir health. Some ofthem are on the way to liquidation, many others are in the
red and very few have turned outto be profit-m aking ones. Outofatotalnumberof38
SLPEs in Assam, during the year 2009-10, eleven enterprises earned profito f? 68.12
crore and 25 othersincurred aloss o f? 147.84 crore.The highestprofit making enterprise
was the Assam Gas Company Lim ited earning aprofitof? 31.23 crore followed by the
Assam Electricity Grid Corporation Lim ited with aprofitof? 19.64 crore.The maximum
loss making enterprises were the CentralAssam Electricity Distribution Company Lim ited
(? 38.91 crore), Assam Industrial Development Corporation Lim ited (? 30.82 crore)
and Assam State TransportCorporation (? 23.50 crore). Itis also noteworthy thatthere
are 10n0n-working companies with arrears of accounts covering a period of one to
twenty seven years. During 2009-10, only 2 out of these 10 non-working enterprises
have subm itted inform ation ofexpendittire to the Com ptrollerand AuditorGeneral (CAG)
ofIndia. It may be recalled that Under Section 617 of the Companies Act, 1956 the
accounts ofthe state governmentCom panies are audited by Statutory Auditors appointed
by CAG. A governmentcompany is defined as one where notless than 51 percentof
the paid-up capital is held by the government. The ten non-working government
companies are Assam Tanneries Lim ited, Industrial Papers (Assam ) Lim ited, Amtron
Sen Electronics Ltd. Assam Spun Silk M ills Ltd., Assam Polytex Ltd. Assam Syntex
Ltd ., Assam State W eaving and M anufacturing Company Ltd. Assam and Meghalaya
M ineralDevelopmentCorporation Ltd ., CacharSugarM ills Ltd. and Fertichem Lim ited.
The total accumulated loss of these 10 companies for the year ended 31 March 2010
stood at? 1278.52 crore.

Setagainst the totalinvestment made in the state enterprises, the data relating to
the financial position of the enterprises do not make a happy reading. The total state

investmentin allPSUs, working and non-working,was? 2747.72 crore as on M arch 31,



2010. Out of this ? 2673.40 crore were invested in
the working and ? 74.32 crore in the non-working
SLPEs, i.e, 97.30 per centin working and 2.70 per
cent in non-working enterprises. In 2009-10, the
maximum amount of state investment was in the
power sector (53.32 per cent) followed by others
(37.80 percent), manufacturing (5.87 per cent) and
finance (3.01 percent).

It is heartening to note that there has bpen a
sharp fall in the losses incurred by SLPEs which is
largely explained away by the fall in the amountof
losses ofthe power sector. From a high of? 1011.28
crore ofloss ofthe power sectorin 2006-07, the loss
came down to alow of? 51.90 crore in 2009-10.

In aresource-strapped economy such as purs,
the return to investment made assumes trem enqous
significance. It is this rate ofreturn that can ensure
ploughing back ofinvestment. Here the performance
of the SLPEs is unenviable. Percentage return on
capitalemployed during the period 2004-05,2009-10
was as follow s:

2004-05:(-) 30.18

2005-06:(-)69.53

2006-07:(-)64.80

2007-08: (-)5.94
2008-09:(-) 211
2009-10; (+)2.82

W hat needs to be em phasised is that the rate
of return in all the categories of SLPEs has been
discouraging. There are three categories of SLPEs
in Assam -com panies, Cooperatives and Statutory
bodies. There are 26 com panies, 6cooperatives tod
65tatut0ry bodies all adding up to 38 SLPEs in the
state. O f these three categories of SLPEs 6are in
the service sector (e.g., Assam Power Generation
Corporation Ltd. orAPG CL), 4 are in the trade sector
(e.g.,Assam Government M arketing Corporation Ltd.
orAGM C), 4 are in the welfare sector (e.g., Assam
Plain Tribes Development Corporation Ltd. or
APTDC), 10 are in the promotional sector (e.g.
Assam Industrial Development Corporation Ltd. or
AID C), 12 are in the production sector (e.g., Assam
Tea Corporation Ltd or ATC) and 2 are in the
construction sector (e.g., Assam Police Housing
Corporation Ltd. orAPHC) totalling upto 38 SLPEs

in all.

4 SLPEs are performing well (AGCL, Artfed,
APCL and Assam Co-operative Jute M ill Ltd. or
ACJM ). In 16 SLPEs, the performance is improving
(e.g ,APGCL); 8are on the losing side (e.g.,AEGCL
orAssam Electricity Grid Corporation Ltd.); 3 ofthem
are coming under financial cloud coverage (e.g.,
ASDC for OBC or Assam State Development
Corporation for OBC); in 4 the revival process is
underway (e.g., ALPCL or Assam Livestock &
Poultry Corporation Ltd.) and ASEB is being wound
up.

Quite a numberof factors are responsible for
the poor performance of the SLPEs in Assam. The
first factor to be noted is lack of accountability and
transparency in the working of the SLPEs. Every
public body is to accountforits decisions and actions.
CAG Reports are replete with any number of
instances of non-fulfillment of accountability
obligations by the SLPEs.Lack ofproperverification
before releasing payment to the contractor, payment
for materials against false certificates of receipt of
m aterials are only some ofthe grossviolations revealed
in the CAG Reports. Secondly, wrong planning and
implementation of project is another factor that is
eating into the vitals ofthe SLPEs. Controllable loses
have becomeuncontrollable. Thirdly, capacity building
of the personnel employed in the 38 SLPEs leaves
much to be desired. The enterprises are em ploying
32781 personnelbutthe training im parted to them is
lacking and,in mostofthe caseswhere itis done, the
training is notbased on training needs analysis. Without
need based training the degree ofprofessionalism and
work culture connotbe raised. Fourthly,in matters of
transferand posting ofthe Managing Directorundue
politicalinterference is to be avoided.Performing M Ds
should be adequately rewarded. Fifthly,the importance
of constant evaluation and monitoring of the
functioning of the SLPEs can hardly be
overem phasized.

In the m arket-friendly Indian economy today,
the role ofthe SLPEs, particularly those in the welfare
sector,has become more,and notless,importanttoday.
If the government sector does not perform well,
the socio-economic inequalities w ill get
further aggravated and all talk aboutinclusive growth

w illbe meaningless.



BIGDAMAND ITS IMPACT ON
BIODIVERSITY

SanchariBhattacharyya
TDC 2"~year, Zoology Deptt.

Dams are constructed for human benefits. It is very important in our life. Dams
are used for producing hydroelectricity, these are also used for proper utilization of
water,production ofhydro-electricity, irrigation and now-a- days even used for fisheries.
Although they have proved very usefulforhuman race, butin some ways itis believed to
disturb the balance in ecosystem and also the biodiversity in nature.

Biodiversity is the degree of variation of life forms within a given ecosystem,
biorae or an entire planet. Biodiversity is one measure of the health ofecosystems. Life
on Earth today consists ofmany millionsofdistinctbiologicalspecies.“Biologicaldiversity”
or“biodiversit> " can have many interpretations and itis mostcommonly used to replace
the more clearl)'defined and long established term s, species diversity and species richness.
Biologists mostoften define Biodiversity as the totality ofgenes, species and ecosystem
ofaregion

Globalbiodiversity in river and riparian ecosystem is generated and m aintained by
geographic variation in stream processes and fluvial disturbance regimes, which largely
reflect regional differences in c;limate and geology. Extensive construction of dams by
humans has greatly dampened the seasonal and inter-annual stream flow variability of
rivers, thereby altering naturaldynam icsin ecologically impoitantflows on continental to
globalscales.

Big river dams can have a serious impact on both animal and plantbiodiversity.
There are a number of different migratory patterns of river- dwelling species. These
include the wellknown anandromous fishes e.g. salmon and hilsa and catadronous fishes
such as eels. Dams block these migrations to verying degrees. The blockage of fish
movementupstream can have avery significantand negative im pacton fish biodiversity.
M ore than 200 stocks of anandromous, Pacific salmonids have become extinct.
Hydroelectricity dams in the Amazon basin have halted the long distance upstream
migration of several specieso f catfishes and interrupted the downstream migration of
theirlarvae. On the Araguain- Yacantia River basin,Brazil, several species ofmigrating
catfish have been drastically reduced in abundance as a result ofbig dams. Catches in
the downstreiun fisheries have been reduced by 70%.

There has been dram atic declines in migratory species such as lam preys, sturgeons
salmon and clupeids in European rivers. Other fishes, the so-called resident or non-
migratory fishes which perform in-stream movements also require attention. These include
the European niinnow,Phoxious phoxinus,the Japanese sculpin,Cottux poUus, thegrayling,
Thym allus thym allus and Balon's ruffe, Gymnocephalus baloni.

A river is also a one way system for molluscs, as many molluscs can only move

downstream by drafting or being dislodged by flood reverts and moved downstream .



Rivers have also
been regarded as the
one way transfer of
m atter downstream .
Recently, there has
been greater
appreciation that
migrating species carry
nutrients upstream.The
contribution ofnutrients
from both Allantic and
P acific Salmon
carcasses has been
linked to riparian tree — - -
growth. Big river dam reduces this movement of
nutrients, thus effecting river ecosystems.

Reservoirs traps suspended particles reducirlg
turbidity downstream. The turbid water helps to
conceal the fish and otherbiota from visualpredators
like birds.When norm ally turbid waterbecomesclear
below dams, the indigenous species may firtd
themselves at a disadvantage. Sediment borrowing
species may find themselves at a disadvantage.
Sedimentborrowing species may find theirhabitathas
diminished. Flood plain ecosystems and deltas niay
no longer be replenished by the annual transport of
sediment. Silt and increased turbidity, above natural
levels, can interfere with prirnary production.

Large Organic Debri orLOD which consists
of branches and tree trunks that fall into the river
because of age storms, beaver activity and eroded
banks also play acom plexrole in creating habitate.g.
they divert, slow and speed up current flow, they
sheltera variety ofbiota from currents and prediators
and create feeding stations. Dam s tands to’seive out’
LOD. The logs and branches may become
m aterlogged and sing, drift onto the shoe or are
removed by boonos or other systems designed to
protect turbines. If the integrity of downstream
ecosystems is to be maintained,then LO D inputmust
be sustained.

W aterrelease protocols can lower water tables
laterals to the rivers which may affect vegetation
there. Losses ofriparian forestdownstream ofdams
have reported throughout western North Am erica.

The extinction ofcertain species may be related
to the loss ofgallery forests adjacent to rivers which
became submerged following dam construction. The

land snail, Anthinus albolabiatus, was form erly

endemic to gallery
forest adjacent to
Uruguay. This factor is
ofconcern with regard
to proposed dam
projects in South A frica,
where much of the
rem aining forest s
preserved on the steep
sidesofvalley which are
also suitable sites for
dam construction.
The mainstream
ofariver performs two
related ecological functions to biota in tributaries.
Periodically,populations o fa tributary stream species,
particularly fish may go extinctand may be restocked
fish may for wxtinct and may be restocked from
nearby rivers. Secondly, individuals as described
above, may ascend a non-home tributary and
contribute to theresidentpopulation's genetic diversity.
This straying can serve to repopulate streams and
also contribute to the genetic diversity ofpopulations
through gene flow

It is predicted that tropical locations fordams
w ill be given preference in the next century. The
tropics are home to much ofthe main considerations
of dam im pacts on biodiversity of dam im pacts on
biodiversity is placement in regard to species-rich
areas. Priority must be given to ensure that the
environm ental impactofdams doesnot overiap with
biodiversity ‘hotspots’. In areas rich in biodiversity
andproductive biologicalresources,itis also important
to take into account the cum ulative impactofdams.

To reduce the negative impacto fthese big river
dams and to conserve the biodiversity, very strict
actions should be taken.High priority should be given
to the recovery of degraded ecosystems. Essential
ecological prosesses should be conserved. Areas of
high biodiversity should be avoided and ‘hotspots’ of
species atrisk should be avoided.

Thus we have come across various negative
impactsofbig riverdamsin biodiversity. If strict steps
are nottaken toconserve the biodiversity it w ill hinder
the balance in ecosystem and ultim ately our lifestyle.
The flora and fauna around us are equally important
to us as they contribute to the mostim portantpartof
ecosystem. So causing damage in their habitat w ill

bring problemsin ourday to day life also.
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Out of each pain
Which we do not mention
a chestnut tree grows
And remains mysterious behind us ,
Out of each hope
W hich we Cherish
A star arises
And moves unattainable infront of us

(Vosko Popa)
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FIRST ENCOUNTER WITH REALITY

He is like an Angel when
happy but worse than a devil,
screaming and shouting and driving
everyone crazy, when angry. His
big shining eyes are full of
innocence and a sweet smile that
always remains in his lips. He has
agood earformusic butheusually
likes to live in his own world only.
It seems very difficult for him to
cope with the world and its social
rules and regulations. If you are a
little bitconcerned then you w ill find
that he does not talk like a cousin
ofhis age but attributes it to minor
development delays. After
observing him how w illyou regard
him ? Is he a mental patient? N o ...
certainly not. He is a gifted child.
We may say is a mentally
challenged child with Autism
Spectrum Disorders. Austism is one
ofthe five Parvasive Development
Disorders. ‘Autism '-this word has
often been misunderstood in the
past. The confusion and myth
created by ignorance and lack of
knowledge resulted in slowing down
the process of effective treatment.
Frankly speaking, Austism is more
afam ily disorder. Itdoesnotm erely
affect the child, but it makes its
impact on the entire family. There
is an underlying em barrassment, a
sense of shame, of how the world
views the child.

My life was perfect.. a
perfectchildhood. | made a lots of

fun and had always wanted a

Sukanya Goswami

T. D. C. 2 Year, English Deptt.

youngerbrother. | thoughtitwould really be a greatfun to have someone
to play with, have silly fights with, go to schooland sing w ith... and also
someone to boss around as an elder sister. | had always postered my
parents aboutit. And fortunately my motherwas holding ababy boy in
herarms. | was much rejoiced to hear him babbling his firstword ‘Ba’
at around one and a half years. | named him ‘Sunit’ and everybody
stuck with it.

Everything was goingwell. Then itwas Sunit’stime forschoolat
three years. But suddenly com plaints started coming that he did not
listen to anything and often ran away from his class-room,didn’'tobey
his teachers and didn’'twantto interactwith his com panions. We thought
may be there was a hearing problem. We wentfora hearing testbut his
bearing was absolutely fine. Years passed on but his behavior never
changed. He was in that same class for two years. | felt angry and
embarrassed when children playing on the street and school made fun
of him and his unusual mannerisms. Mostofalll felt frustrated when
we seemed unable to help him develop.

One day one of ray friends told me about her little brother. *
He's so cute! Especially when he calls me ‘Ba’ and plays with me!”
She said. | said,“Oh, | have also alittle brother. He is sweettoo! But he
neither talks to me norwants toplay any games.” Atthis my friend said,
“Really? Your brother must by very sm allthen. Mine is only one and
halfyears old,” Imm ediately | feltindignation. N o... Thatwasn't fair!
My brother was five then why he is so different!! | asked my parents
aboutit, theyjust gave me a worried look.

The next couple ofyears are a haze to my fam ily. Perhaps this
was our first encounter with the reality. It mostly consisted of taking
Sunit from one hospital to another, one doctor to other. It was worst
experience forus. We wentto Nimhans in Banglore, it was there that
the doctors diagnosed him as moderately authistic. “Autism! W hat is
autism?” | had neverheard this word before in my life. Butl did come
to know that something is wrong with my brother. Still do | remember
thatday when my whole world crashed in frontofmy eyes. My parent’s
could notutterasingle word and satdown into the ground. My mother
lied unconscious. My perfect life was over. My famous smiling face
transform ed into tears forever as | cried and cried and cried only.

That fact used to hurt me even more when attitudes of people
towards my brotherchanged and they used tocallhim ‘M ad,” W hy me?

W hy did it have to be only with mybrotiier? “This is allmy fault,” | used
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to think. | started feeling guilty thinking thatwe must
have done something wrong somewhere. | asked to
the doctor, “W ill he get better?” He replied, “It will
take time. And you can only help him so that he can
learn how to get better. You aie lucky enough, you
have been gifted with a God- gifted brother ACCEPT
liim the way he is and that would be tlie best thing
you could everdo foryour brother.”

Butl could never take him lightly. | was sad,
upset,disappointed and mostofalll was embarrassed.
| was depressed and started detaching m yself from
my fam ily and friends even.| never used to mention
about my brother anymore. If somebody would ask
me abouthim , | would say simply, “He’'sokay”. My
parents knew about it but they would never say
anything. My father would just tell me, “He’s
improving.Ifwe aUwork together, maybe he w illeven
become norm al.”

One day | was preparing something in the
kitchen;my parents wentfortheircolleges, suddenly
Sunitcame near me and sang that e”™'ergreen song of
KishorKum ar;“JIN DEGIKIYEH IRITHAE,HAR
KE BAAD HIJEET HAE. THORE AASU HAE
THORIHASI, AAJ GAM HAE TO KAL HAE
KHUSI...” (He heard me singing that song the day
before in a program). | was struck dumb.

Believe me,it was so mind blowing thatit can
drive anybody close to him.To my surprise he sang it
accurately without any mistake. | hugged him and
cried... He could understand w ell that som ething had
happened to me and ruled my tears and began to sing
that same song again. That time | too accompanied
him . | could learn from thatincident that Sunit v/as
trying to getmy affection. Sunithasgradually become
a very affectionate boy; he loves to be kissed iind
hugged. He likes snatching books from me and then
run away or hide it somewhere. | mustmention here
thathe has avery good earformusic and would often
help mecomplete tunes that!l was having a hard time
remembering. He w ill sitand listen to songs forhours.
I regretscolding him and keeping m yselfaway from
him .l realized what acruel sister | have been. | was
ignoring him only because he was notlike me,he was
different.Butl musttellyou all people thatmy brother
isn’'t abnormal. He's special. He’'s different. Since
thatday, Sunitwho never spoke anything to anyone
otherthan his own unintelligible words started singing

him self. It was a huge milestone formy fam ily. Since

S

thatday Sunithas become my bestfriend. He always
gives me his mostinnocentlook and shouts my name
‘Licy ba’ again and again whenever he is happy. |
can't explain how much |I do feel happy at such
moments. | repent again and again for my great
m istake oftreating him inhumanly. | thoughtwhen |
couldnot accept Sunit’s autism how could | expect
others to accept. Once | met a psychiatrist; she told
me that God has offered me agreatresponsibility for
this. He trusted me thatonly | would do it beautifully.
Sunilhasbroughtlots ofchangesin my life in apositive
manner. Robert Perske has mentioned in his book
aboutsiblings having disabled brotherorsister: “You
too are avaluable,developing individualhuman being.
You too need to berecognized, to beloved and develop
into the bestperson you can be. Yourbrotherorsister
with handicap needs to experience the most robust,
risky, rough butkind interactions with you thathe or
she can tolerate- as close to normal sibling
relationships aspossible.”

The closeness that | share with my brother
neverimpressed so much upon me,untill had tocome
out from my home to have my higher education in
Cotton College. His absence hurts me alot as it was
meonly who used to spend mostamounto ftime with
him. Even now as I'm writing, | miss him so much.
W henever | go home for my vacation, he wouldn't
letme go off. My mothertold me that he often says.
“Licy bak anibo jam .” My life with my brother
becomes perfect once again. But | despise people
who would always try to make me feellow expressing
theirpity forme as| am having abrotherlike Sunitor
made me feel that my parents are to be blamed for
this life | had. None can make me feel inferior or
unhappy forthe sake ofmy brother. | don'tneed their
sympathy and | am ready to face the entire world
with the same smile that | had always. When ray
friends ask me atcollege if | have any siblings, I reply
proudly, “Yes, | have a brother. He’s Sunitbutl call
him Jann. He is 12 years old and he in autistic. But
he’s the most adorable and mostloving brother you
willeverfind.” The spirithe hasofalways being happy
and loving eveiyone selflessly is something we all
should learn from him. He may be autistic but first
and foremostheis my brother. | w ill always love my
life, my brotherand | know that!| w ill always have a
beautifuljourney with him. He is my responsibility

and | will always ensure that he is happy and safe.
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N PoojaBhuyan
TDQ 2'~ Year, English Deptt.

Gone are those feathered days,

Winged up

with dews ofsmiile.

Tide oftime waved away

And made the wind sway,

Vanishen thy ivy filled vaUey

Vanishen within the sand ofdesert.

N ay attem pt to retain lost faith,

Gone in vain thy valiant gifts

Fire in fire,

Ocean in ocean,

Wind in wind.

Land in land.

See if you be the slightest ray.

To regain nature within nature.

Filled with bloom and blossom,

O f scarlet glow.
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It's yet another lonely day,

With everything | have moving away,

I am trying to hold them back,

But oh this transparent barrier!

Is too much to stop me here,

And so in anger | broke my guitar.

You gifted me on my freshman year.

Just once you appear in the air.

And comfort my eyes now full of tears.
Make me relive my childhood years.

The way you hugged me when | feared.

| cried for chocolates when it was night,

You told me stories in the moonlight.

You gave me a bat and a ball when I was three.
You left office early just to play with me.

I miss you so much when | see your car.

And the evenings you took me out for a drive.
Oh how painful it is to remember.

That you are a lost song lost forever.
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DWINDLINGWETLAND RESOURCES
OFASSAM

Dr.Pradip Sharm a

Asst. Professor, Geogrgphy Deptt.

Wetlands are the areas of transitional habitats
between deep water aquatic system and terrestrial
system, which have been precisely defined in Ramsar
Convention as “areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water,
whether natural or artificial, permanent or temporary,
with water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish or
salt, including areas of marine water the depth of
which at low tide does not exceed six meters”. The
Brahmaputra and the Barak Valleys are endowed with
a large number of fresh water wetlands such laJces
(Beel), ox-bow lakes (Era Suti), marshy tracts (Pitoni,
Doloni, Jalah etc.) and seasonally flooded plains, the
wetlands help the mankind in various ways. The
wetlands play a significant role in improving water
quality, controlling floods, recharge and discharge
ground water level, conservation of bio-diversity and
generation of economic resource by providing

Distribution of Floodplain Wetlands in India

livelihood to the poorer section of the rural population.
But most of the wetlands of the flood plains of the
Brahmaputra and Bai'ak Rivers are degrading both
for natural and man induced causes.

The main factors responsible for the eco-
degradation of wetlands in the two valleys are
extensive growth ofwater hyacinth, raising of earthen
bunds along the banks of almost the entire length of
the rivers flowing within the state, rapid eutrophication
caused by debris from the floating vegetation and silt
accumulation carried by rain water from its banks
and encroachment of wetland areas for human
settlements, infrastructure development and various
other economic activities which have led to the
shrinkage of wetlands.

To understand how Assam is rich in wetland
resources, we can compare the data of the state with
the wetlands of the other states of the country.

State D istribution (district-wise) River Basin Local Name Area (Ha)
Arunachal East Kameng, Lower, Subansiri, East Kameng, Subansiri, Dibang,
Pradesh Siang, Dibang Valley, Lohit, Changlang Dihing& Tirap Beel 2,500
& Tirap
Assam Brahmaputra & Barak Valley Districts Brahmaputra & Barak Beel 1,00,000
Saran, Champaran, Saharsa, Gandak & Kosi Maun. Chaui  40.000
Bihar Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga, Monghyr & & Dhar
Purnea
Manipur Imphal, Thoubal & Bishnupur Iral, Imphal & Thoubal Pat 16,500
Meghalaya  West Khasi Hills & West Garo Hills Someshwari & Jinjiram Beel 213
Tripura North, South & West Tripura Districts Gumti Beel 500
24- Parganas North & South, Hooghly, Hooghly, Ichhamati, Bhagirathi, Beel,
West Bengal Naida, Murshidabad, Maldah, Cooch Churni, Kalindi, Dharub, Charha & 42,500
Behar, Burdwan, North & South Dharala, Pgla, Jalangi, Behula, Haor
Dinajpore & Midnapur Torsa & Mahananda
Total

2,02,213

=



From the satellite data it has been observed
that the total number of wetlands in Assam is 3,513
covering an areaof 1,012.31 sg. km, which constitute
1.29 percent ofthe total geographical area of the state.
The distribution of various categories of wetlands in
the state presented below, it revealed that there are
as many as 690 numbers of lakes and ponds covering
an area of 15,494 ha constitute 15.3 percent of the
total area under wetlands. The crescent shaped ox-
bow lakes and cut-off meanders are 861 in number,
which are covering an area of 15,460.6 ha and 15.27
percent of the total wetland areas of the state. The
seasonally waterlogged areas constitute a major

Distribution of different types of Wetlands in Assam

Wetland TVpe N u

Natural

Lake/Pond

Ox-bow Lake/Cut-off Meander
Waterlogged (Seasonal)
Swamp/Marsh

Total 3

Man-made
Reservoirs
Tanks
Total

Grand Total 3

Source : ARSAC Reporton Wetlands o fAssam, 1997

As many as 10 numbers of reseirvoirs in the
state cover an area of 2662.5 ha, which constitute
2.63 percent of the total wetland areas. Moreover,
115 large size tanks have been identified leaving
thousands of families owned small size tanks because
ofthe scale factor in the technology (satellite) apphed
here. The large 115 tanks together cover an area of
749 ha i.e. 0.74 percent of the wetiand areas of the
state.

The distribution pattern of the v/etlands in the
districts of Assam is not uniform. Nagaon District has
379 numbers of wetlands of size greater than 2.25 ha
and ranks fu-st in terms of number. TTiese wetlands
cover 11,295 ha of land. On the other hand Morigaon

portion of the wetlands play a significant role in the
state’seconomy mainly. These provide agood amount
of fishes and other aquatic fauna and also providing
habitat to a variety of migratory as well as domestic
birds. In addition, the wetlands are providing a great
opportunity for supplying irrigation water to the nearby
agricultural fields during the dry periods. The swampy
areas, which are covered with water intermittently or
permanently, usually having shrubs and trees but
essentially without the accumulation of peat cover
43,433.5 ha i.e. 42.91 percent of the total wetland
areas of Assam. These swamps are main shelter of
the birds and many aquatic animals.

mbers Area (ha) Percent
690 15494.00 15.30
861 15460.60 15.27
1125 23431.50 23.15
712 43433.50 42.91
188 97819.60 96.66
10 2662.50 2.60
115 749.50 0.74
175 3412.00 3.34

10023160 100.00

513

District accounts only 183 wetlands, has the maximum
area coverage i.e. 11,685 ha. The N.C. Hills District
has the least number of wetlands i.e. 10 only. Area
wise the Hailakandi Districtrecords the minimum, only
840 hectares.

Variations have been observed in size wise
distribution of wetlands in Assam. As many as 3,341
numbers of wetlands are founds, w*hich sizes less than
100 ha, and cover an area of 55,821.5 ha i.e. more
than 50 percent of the total wetland areas in the state.
In the category 100 and 200 ha, there are only 100
wetlands. As many as 36 wetlands fall in the size
category 200-300 ha, 14 in 300-400 ha, and only 4 in
400-500 ha. Altogether 18 wetlands are there in the



state, which size is more than 500 hectares. The Son
Beel of Karimganj District has been identified as the
largest wetland in Assam, which covers an area of
3010 ha.

Assam has huge potential for fisheries
development based on wetland freshwater. There are
about 1,392 enlisted beels in Assam of which 423 are
registered and 969 are un-registered (Table Below).

As many as 464 beels under un-registered category
still remain under the control of the private owners,
while the rests 505 control by the State government.
All these beels together, are constitutes approximately
61 percent of the total lentic water bodies of the state.
If properly managed in scientific manner, these
wetlands can play a pivotal role in boosting rural
economy in addition to groundwater recharge and
flood contro.

Beel Fisheries under D ifferent Categories in Assam

Category Number Area (ha) Condition

Good Sem i-dereiict Derelict
Registered 423 40,000 10,000 15,000 35,000
Unregistered 969 60,000 NiU 10,000 30,000
Total 1,392 1,00,000 10,000 25,000 65,000

As most of the unmanaged wetlands in Assam
have been shortened survival range both from the
physical Ufe and the productive life due to natural as
well as man induced causes, it requires urgent need
fir conservation and proper management. These have
been disputing opinions regarding the development of
wetlands (M.M. Goswami 2008). According to the
first opinion “the natural wetland should be free from
all kinds ofhuman activities and be maintained by the
nature only so that their spongy wetland
characteristics of swamp caused by the ongoing
process of macrophytic succession be sustained.
There should not be any kind of developmental work
in the wetland for enabling free access of faunae for
habitat formation, forging and breeding”.

The second opinion refers “The wetland
should be exclusively used/ developed for fisheries,
whi:h means a unidirectional use. There should be
maximum exploitation of fish for economic supportto
the state”.

Compromising the first two opinions the third
opinion has been put forwarded as “there should be
development of wetlands and the wetland resources
are put to the multipurpose use like fisheries, wildlife

conservation, avian parks/ sanctuaries, recreation and
eco-tourism or combination of any one with fisheries
development. Development of fisheries should be
made without any damage to the natural ecosystem,
which is possible only through wedand management
system”.
Considering the role of the wetlands in Assam
in maintaining the water regime and developing a
unique ecosystem together with potentialities for
tourism and fisheries development, we can accept
neither the first nor the second opinions for wetland
development. Obviously, some wetlands, which are
undisturbed or littie disturbed till now and rich in
biodiversity should be preserved for biodiversity
conservation and ecotourism development. With more
than 90 percent of population being fish eaters, and
being 50 percent of its required fish importing from
outside the state, some of the wetlands, which are
normally smallerin size may be developed in scientific
way as fisheries. All the low lying areas in both the
river basins need to be preserved to retain excess
ver water during the flood period to reduce the loss
fprecious human and animal lives as well as property
f poorer people of the nu'al areas.



THEORETICAL ANALYSIS OF
MAMONIRAISOM GOSWAMI'SNOVELS

Daisy Barman

TOC3™ Y, Ergish Dt

Indira Goswami
who wrote under the pen
name Mamoni Raisom
Goswami is a celebrated
name in the field of
Assamese literature. All
ofhernovels concentrate
on the socially relevant
issues and take a
feminist approach. She
represents women in
such a way that they
must be considered to be
more than a social
identity. Here an effortis
made to analyse the
theoretical base of this
eminent Jnanpith Award
winner litterateur’s
novels.
‘Mamore Dhora
Tarowal’ (1980) is one of
her famous novels, the
women characters here play twin role - as a worker
and an untouchable Dalit. The reason of being an
untouchable is also the reason for them becoming
working class. But the cultural markers of being a
Dalit prevent women from becoming worker in the
truest sense of the term, that is, whose labour is
completely ‘alienated’. It creates the cause to argue,
whether women workers have right to the commercial

use of their bodies

against the wishes of

the men and against the

morality that rejects

Prostitution. The

challenge that women

face is not on whether

Prostitution is crime or

not. They are

challenged on the

ground that culuirally

prostitution is not

acceptable to the

community. Though

labour for the

construction work is an

acceptable form of

alienation, commercial

use ofbody by women

to fend off poverty is

notan acceptable form

of alienation of labour.

The novel brigs out

how construction of an identity is not only

economically, but also culturally conditioned especially

with regard to women and their right over their bodies.

Thus the novelist shows how women’s body is the
site of both economic and cultural conflict.

‘Nilakanthi Braja’ (1976) can be considered the

modern classic of Assamese literature. Here, the

novelist projects the miserable lives of young widows



In most texts of the post colonial period, language has played a major role in
harmonizing differences within society along lines of ethnicity, class, region or
gender towards the mould of Assamese nation. The structure of her texts can be
taken as significant attempts to overcome the critique of the universality of
Assamese identity in the valley.

abandoned by their families in VVrindavan. She takes
up the issue and reveals the pathos that surround the
lives of these helpless women. The contrast here is
the abstraction of spiritual beauty with the reality of
physical squalor. The protagonist of the novel, who is
a young window' encounters overwhelming poverty,
terrible need, inhumanity and degrading behavior in
the holy shrine of Hinduism and a place that should
have embodied the high ideals of the religion itselfi

Another novel 'Bhikhar Patra Bhangi' deals
with the language that is spoken in the Brahmaputra
Vally. In this novel, women from different regions of
the vally converse in the different variants of the
language, the use of language highlights the nature of
social interaction of regions belonging to a culture as
well as die differential class formation and the inability
of women based on this class difference to
comprehend each other as social beings. Language
is used in this novel as the signifier of these embedded
differences and it deconstructs the category of
“woman’ within constituents. So, despite being
women, they are unable to help and understand each
odier.

‘Senabor Sot' (1972) is another novel by "he
same author. The subject-matter here is the
exploitation of its laborers by a bridge construction
company. Through this subject, she exposes the
inhumane treatment of one class by the other, based
on socio-economic differences that have become, an
acceptable sphere of life in India.

'‘Datal Hatir Uye Khowa Hawda' (1988) is
called the masterpiece of Mamoni Raisom Goswami.
The novel vividly brings out the superstition, the misuse
of power and the oppressions that the widows had to
confront. The hypocrisy of the Brahmins, their

pretence and their lopsided values tawards the rich
and the poor is given appropriate expression. The
language variations are operative features of the
fundamental unity of the culture - which is reflected
in the novel.

In many of her novels the language of narration
has played a critical role in the narrative. Characters
and characterizations have a close relationship with
language. The meaning of characters and
characterisation can not be understood in isolation
from the role of language. The meaning of plot is also
crucially related to the use of language. An analysis
of the textual structure of Goswami’s fictions
highlights tiiat it is the Assamese culture, its nature
including the conflicts that lie at the centre of her
fictions. The texts of Mamoni Raisom Goswami are
very important for the larger study of text and textual
structure in Assamese fiction. In most texts of the
post colonial period, language has played a majorrole
in harmonizing differences within society along lines
ofethnicity, class, region or gender towards the mould
of Assamese nation. The structure of her texts can
be taken as significant attempts to overcome the
critique of the universality of Assamese identity in
the valley.

Mamoni Raisam Goswami’s texts, therefore are
different from other contemporary women writers in
Assamese language such as Nirupama Bargohain,
Phula Goswami or even the younger writers. The main
point of difference between the texts of Goswami
and other contemporaries is that unlike the latter in
the former a distinction is created between subject-
matter and its arrangement into a textual structure in
terms of language and grammar, as well as plot and
characterisation.



LAWAND SOCIETY

Susmita Sarma

TOC3" Ve, Ergish Dt

Laws are said to have been made to govern,
control and instruct human conduct in various fields
oflife. Throughout human history laws have been made
and amended. There have been laws governing the
social, economic, and
political aspects of
human live, regarding
equality, liberty and
fraternity in human
society. In  the
primitive times, laws
were based on the
basic needs of the
people i.e. food,
clothing, shelter.

Gradually various

religions started to

advocate the laws

governing people’s

lives in various

aspects. Butin ancient

times laws have often

been discriminatory

like differentiation inimplementation of law inithe caste
system, discrimination regarding gender etc.

Butin modem times, the main aim of law is to
ensure the prevalence of Justice and order in the
society.

But, it has been observed that though various
categories of laws have been made to ensure the
smooth functioning of the society, they haive been
unable to yield the expected results.

If observed closely, it can be seen that the
failure in the functioning of these laws is directly
related to the behaviour and attitude of the people in
the society on which the law implements itself. The

Vo

success of a law or policy depends hugely on the

attitude of flie society, as after all it is the people of

the society who make the laws and policies function.

They are the most important constituents in a law or
policy.

One of the
major reasons for
the failure in the
implementation of
the laws in our
country is that
though the laws are
strict and cover
almost every aspect
of the society, they
have failed to affect
and create an impact

, onthe mindsets of a
| ;  large section of the

e people.
or n The attitude

~ .-~ ofthe people of the

society is one of
aloofness and irreverence. They ignore the laws and
remain indifferent towards them even after breaking
those laws and causing damage to society. These
people have ceased to feel the necessity to obey the
law; they have in many cases refused to even accept
the law and the change, even if it is good for the
society, into their lives. They in many cases actually
don’t want the change to happen as the evil which
the law aims to remove benefits them in some way or
the other. They don't even care that the malicious
benefits and pleasures they acquire from these evils
harm the society. Take for example, the dowry and
bride-buming cases which are rampant even in the



so called modem and civilized societies of India. Even
after the existence of so many laws and acts regarding
dowry cases, the frequency of these cases are still
very high. It is because even though women have
come forward in various fields, society and in many
cases even many women refuse to let their
counterparts have an equal status as men. They still
practice such a devilish ritual in the name oftradition
for material gains. Another example we can tdke is
that of the caste system and untouchability which are
still prevalent in many parts of the country. Sections
of the lower caste people are still being oppressed
and humiliated in various ways. The reason behind
tiiis is that their oppressors don’t want them to move
forward even if they know that these poor people
can develop in life and in fact have already prpved
that they can achieve and succeed in lifejust like others
as they can exploit these people for their own benefit
if they remain ignorant and poor. Another noticeable
factor which clearly shows the negligence of law and
misuse ofthe deplorable conditions ofthe poor sections
of die society is the unsuccessful implementation of
the policies of educational and economic upliftment
and the failure of these policies to realize its aims
spreading education to all the sections of the society
and the economic upliftment of the poor sections of
the society and to provide equal opportunities to all.
These policies have failed as the higher sectioris of
the society can benefit from their ignorance.

The problem here is that even the oflFicials from
tile authorities who are supposed to see to the well
implementation of the laws are also involved in such
heinous acts. Ifthese people’s mindsets, their thinking
does not change, the laws are of no value as people
will try to break and disobey the law whenever and in
whichever way they can. They will definitely try to
take the benefit of the loopholes in the laws.

Now, the question is how to teach the otherwise

matured, intelligent and understanding adults to be
sincere in obeying laws, how to make them realise
their duties towards the laws and their nation if they
refuse to accept it even knowing that it is for the
betterment of the society.

Itis for these people themselves to realise their
duties regarding the betterment of the society. They
should realise that they are an integral part of tiie
society and society is also important for tiiem as they
can’t live their lives in reclusion, separated from the
society. They fail to realise that the evils which they
are helping to prevail in the society might at any time
affect them also. They also fail to realise that the
harm they are doing to the society may harm them in
turn, and when it does, they can’t claim for justice.
Instead, if they help in the smooth functioning of tiie
laws, they will help in the betterment of Uie society,
which in turn will benefit them. It is high time that
these people realise this fact, and if they function in a
positive way, it can be guaranteed that the society
will progress together at an equal level benefitting each
individual residing in it.
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LIFE'S CYANIDE

Saswati Das

H. S. P* Year; Science

The full moon is spreading it’s incredible
brightness over the freshly bloomed might queens.
The stars though not properly visible in this so called
city’s sky are trying to give company to it. E',xhausted
| try not to remember the day as | sit in the lovely
bench to feel some amount of the polluted ‘fresh’air.
It’s empiric bit of general to all that no matter how
hard me try, to forget some instances but our mind
hardly accepts it. And some moments later it sends
its suffocating inactions towards us and that’s how
we suffer!!!

There’s nothing special about today’s night
either, some as always; the siime time of the day when
my heait sails to dreams, only to be shattered again.
But thing that’s special is that today’s might wont
repeat again. Afterjust few more hours it will become
yesterday and then a new day. T he.....struggle to
get up early, the usual struggle to cook brealJast, to
oath in 15 mints, to read the newspaper, to take Bruno’
for a walk, to grab a seat in the bus, to cross the busy
road and then of course my favorite part; to sign the
attendance register....... “Dr. Sandya Sharma”.

Those two words bring recognition to my

0

otherwise unknoven self. The realization of the success
of my dream so desired brings prideness to my eyes.
Indeed it took quite a bit of struggle for me to
understand that | really wanted to become a doctor.
As | grew up from an infant to a teen, my aims grew
along with my physical growth:

Class - 1; 'Teacher'

Class - 3 :'Pilot’

Class - 5 :'Army’

Class - 7 ;'Model'

Class - 9 : 'Engineer’

And finally

Class - 10 : 'Doctor'

Becoming a doctor was hard but serving as a
doctor was even harder and today was the hardest of
all. 3 years and | don’t remember asking anything
from god for myself. The previous selfish me was
transformed into a selfish service person just with the
addition of those two letters. Myselfbeing an arrogant
feminist, never showed my feelings to any one, indeed
I never felt for any one but this case was different.
Yeah! really different.

7" March 2011 : Ma'am, these’s no one



available, it seems you’ll have to come for the night

Cu.yagain even today.

BGHrgmyself from my oLBiES was never a
habit for me but who knew that sometimes it’s
essential to follow some myths.

Anah!!ll No serious patients for the night. |
guess | can have a little nap.... But nah!!

Ma'am Sorry to disturb you but there’s an
emergency ... Leukemia patient, needs immediate
medication. Please can you come to the third floor
emergency unit soon?

Room N o; 3009.

My favourite hang out point for the next 3
months. Niharika Bora, Leukemia (last stage)
suffering since 3 and a half years. From Guwabhati,
Assam

Hope of improvement; Now.

Well, that night destiny made me meet my long
lost best friend, my best friend from my high school
St. Josheph convent, Guwabhati. It was probably our
farewell day when we last met. Succeeding that phone
calls and messages did continue butdue to over hectic
schedules we slowly lost contacts and although a peep
into my old slam book forced me to search for her but
the number never allowed “The number you are trying
to reach, does not exist, please check the number and
dial again.

I myselftook her case. Though I knew itwould
be so difficult for me to see her in pain but tjo spend
some time with her was like a treasure hunt for me,
and 1didn’t agree to lose it. Niharika was the witness
ofthe golden years of my life. Our long gossips, mute
chats in the library, our dance programmes, oxir crying
for marks, our stupid fights, our silly jokes, our without
any reason treats, our............. callsduring........ yes |
miss everything. And to get her back after so many
years, | was trying to, retrieve the kid within me. The
lost friendship strengthened again only to meet the
hard truth of fate. And slowly her health deteriorated.
I tried everything, | consulted eveiy specialist possible
in every possible ways to save her but it was too late.
I hardly allowed myselfto check the other patients as

I never wanted to take her away from ray sight and
then it was today.

“You know sandhya, you have been my bestest
friend always. | can never desire for anyone better
than you. Even | tried hard to get in touch with you
but was unable to do so. Just after completing my
first year of graduation. | was verified for......... And
that was when everything around me just shattered. |
completed my graduation but was unable to complete
my masters as my health did not allow me to do so.
For few months some of the friends did come for
company but later they left too. Life was trouble, it
was miserable and you know what | asked god? I
asked him to make me meet you before 1die and see
he granted my wish. I knew you missed me too |
knew you will support me as before and be my strength
forever and the day before | came here, the doctor in
guwabhati said that I have got only few more days left
and nothing more could be done. But, mom was
determined to save me.

She decided to bring me here. Little did 1know
that my last days will be the bestest days of my life
and that I will cherish them forever as Munys, although
I don’t knew which one is longer...? Now please
sandhya promise me that you will remember me
forever.

“Niharika what are you saying dear. You are
going to hve okay! And don’t take that stupid die word
in your mouth again.”

“No, you promise me.”

“Of course | will, I don’t think that | need to
promise you that, don’t you trust me?”

“I do butjust for satisfaction. Sandya, you know
the days when | was bedridden although you were
miles away from me but your cute letters, your
innumerable gifts, your handmade cards, the colourful
boots that we made, the flowers which you and me
stole, became my only support. And today I feel lucky
enough to die near you...”

Saying so Niharika rested her tired head in my
arms, catching me firmly, she just closed her eyes
never to open again.
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W here to go Now !

Prerona Mishra
TDC V Year, Economics

It's so hot outside.

The biology says you can't survive in this temperature.

The heat has had its fii'st step in your house
Now? Where to escape?

Water bodies around you have died

New hotels have occupied their land.

Who will satisfy the thirst?
Now nothing is left to satisfy your thirst
The thirst of material gain or water

Every one has .sacrificed their life satisfying your

thirst...
But who knew the thirst will never end...

That tree at the back of your house

Who provided shade till years,..

Ooh yes it's there,,.

But the day a nev/ air conditioner was bought
That was its death day...

And was bom a show case to show off.

No hill station
Is coo! now...

No ocean
Has marine life and freshness now,..

No longer rain kisses Mawsynram
No longer is the greenei” there
To soothe the eyes.

It looks sun is the new neighbor now
Heal and warmth
Is the only thing I can feel.

Hope when you see
The tears rolling down the eyes of your child.
Will you realize your mistake

Even tear wont slay long sun will drink that loo.

Portrait in Tears

Jayashree Mazumder
TDC 2" Year. Zoology

A girl was | bom,

With lots ofjoy 1had staged the house.
The life as a girl has seen many faces;

It’s a painful breathe,

It’s only a sight of the tired eyes.

Life has now surrendered in a crib.

It wanders around in the mist.

Like a daughter, | stepped in the house.
With garlands of ecstasy everyone greeted me.
Feelings within me had no words to express.
The pain in me is yet to burst out.

The days and night always occurred.

But it alw'ays hid some rosy-faces behind.
Like a sister, 1had a support in me.

Now as a wife. | touched someone’s heart.
Like a mother, a girl loved everyone,

Life was entangled in the house through me
Each moment passes with tears in eyes,
The smile on my lips has a fake view,
The wind blushes in tune.

But there seems no music on a blue moon.
The shower weeps by the side,
Just like a new bom smile.
The love around has a distorted glimpse.
The summer moon now dries my tears.
The winter nights now bums me to death.
The river shines with poison bed,
The woods dance in grace with wounds.
The stars collapse giving me a bless.

To regret on oneself is what we do.

To live with pain is what we deserve

The future never turned apart from this.

It had framed us as we are

A warm hug of bride,

Kills me in each beat.

The eyes of hope now lose its identity.

As | walk on thorns

With fresh blood laid on my path.
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SAURAV KUMAR CHALIHA

AN UNUSUALSTORYTELLER,
ASUAVEMODERNIST

Dr. Garima Kaiita
Asst. Professor, English Deptt.

The narrator'schiefpurpose is to instructand also to delight.For
almostevery narrator the tale is the crux, the m ainstay - In the process
of narration, ‘what’ becomes more important than ‘How'. The story,
the essence, as it were, holds fast to the genre, the linearity or the
developmentfrom A to B orA to Z. the story teller weaves one string to
the other, back and forth and one to another and this is the way it gains
momentum. Then there are twists, crises and a cuhnination. To say
generally, this seems to be the pattern.

W here do we place anarrator like Saurav Ki'. Chaliha, who does
not spare an inch for linearity or culmination as an inevitable resting
pointbefore the ending. He begins a story headlong in the middle, tarries
there for a considerable length - in fact he moves around the topic in a
circular manner, around and beyond the centre, he elaborates and
expands. Take for instance the story, “Till the Bus Arrives”. Here
nonchalant,nondescript characters waitim patiently atthe bus stop and
break into conversations to dissolve monotony, boredom and the sense
ofennuithat permeate the characters. A chatvendoris atthe centre, he
epitomizes everything lazy and droolin the ambience. U ntilthebus arrives,
tim e stands still, butthe microscopic momentis letloose,orregulated as
the am bience demands.The time indicator, the clock iSthe vendor,who
atthis present momentis in stasis, butthe momentthe schoolbellrings
to inform the end ofclasses, the vendor springs to action- the narrator
describes how the vendor with a deft hand start preparing the chats
with ingenious m asal~, suiTounded by the young eagerjjirls o fthe school
M any stories ofChaliha donotexpand beyond the moment. The moment
becomes the essence ofallrealization, speculation and contem plation.
Life'sdiversity is observed in its minutestdetail, amicroscopic image -
the interiormonologue ofthe protagonist, which is written in the sphere
of that moment. Stories like “In the Hair dressing Salon” or “In the
Studio” are magnificentcrafts like miniature paintings with sm allestof
details crafted with ease and flaw les graphic delineation. In between,

the dispassionate commentary of the diegetic narrator works like

The fact that Saurav Kr.
Chaliha was a voracious
reader and observer of
human life and episteme brigs
ourfocus to the influences he
must have beenprone to in his
forms of literary expressions.
Though his confessions about
life and writing were never
straight because at moments
he had to undergo complex
and awkward experiences
regarding personal and
literary identity, he referredto
some literary giants like Issac
Asimov and Garcia Marquez,
who at moments inspired him
to write and think.



underlining bold precepts. Life's truths or veritable
emotions are dilated for some extrapolation, some
heightening.

Going by the infinite numberofsubjects Chaliha
deals in it is virtually impossible to refer to all the
nuances of his style that accommodates them but a
glaring phenomenon ofhis narration is thatthe eye of
the storytellerdoes notescape, the concentrating gaze
sweeping overthe details oflife, living and reflection.
The stor>"teller speaks ofthe ‘moment’ - theepiphanic
state which he marvelously condenses, dilates and in
a flash like illumination achieves the miracle, the
culmination which is,asin O Hem”,the clim ~ . Saurav
Kr.Chaliha has written some ofthe bestshort stories
in Assam ese.His paceis quick yetsmooth, the subject
correspondingly responds to the form and the form to
the subject. In the process the essential format ofthe
story reads like amonologue;the protagonistnarrates
the am bience in breathless speed - the people in the
backdrop. Every reflection is given room too, the
narrator’'s voice is die most important voice and in
sceptic cynicism he captures the foolhardy attempts
of the 2" protagonist - Benu M isra in “A Game of
Chess” (Ehat Daba). The ironical gaze of the first
person narrator represents the ease and comfort of
the privileged class.

In ‘Barcarole’ the evensong at a Venice
Gondola becomesthe evensong ata Guwahati dustk-
the changeoverofthe stark sunshine changing to the
glaring lightofthe neon bulbs and the twinkling stars
in the sky becomes a fantasy world. The master
storyteller, curiously famous for his ironical gaze,
evidenced in the story “Golam ™, shifts our focus to
the sense of other worldliness which makes the
mundane extraordinary. The ‘little people’ ofthis small
world are represented by sm allcharacters like Pranab,
Uma, mama, the im passive yet the stoic mother and
with them and around them their ambience; The
exquisite ease with which the narrator draws the
evening in the metropolisin Europe in aparallelvein
w ith tiie evening in oursm alltown is really marvdlous
and it speaks ofthe adroitgaitofalanguage which is
completely mastered by the craftsman.

In ‘Bina Kutir' (The House ofJasmine), one
ofthe best narratives of Saurav Kr. Chaliha, the old
dilapidated building with thejasmine bowerin frontis
the protagonist and the narrator most m eticulo tisly
gathers m aterials and reconstructs the story of the

house - with the family members of the owner, a

dedicated teacher with his legacy of values and
sacrifice which does not find appropriate responses
from all his grown up children. The story captures
the decadence and corrosion of human values in the
wake ofmerciless com m ercialism, craving for profit
and prioritization of self over fam ily and social
concerns. The house itselfepitomizing the mystique,
nostalgia, memory and desire ofabygone era stands
as a condensed, potent metaphor of love, romance
and sanctity oflife. The upward climb ofthe narrative
is stalled atthe end,when the culm ination is exposed
in the form ofbathos and the m eticulously woven spiral
ofeternalrom antic falls with a thud-the pungency of
realization brings home the fact the monetary
consideration has the lastlaugh overlove, relationship
and genuine human em otion.

The fact that Saurav Kr. Chaliha was a
voracious reader and observer of human life and
episteme brigs our focus to the influences he must
have been prone to in his forms ofliterary expressions.
Though his confessions about life and writing were
never straight because atmoments he had to undergo
complex and awkward experiences regarding
personal and literary identity, he referred to some
literary giants like Issac Asimov and Garcia M arquez,
who atmoments inspired him to write and think. It is
not known whether he was influenced by magic
realism, but his involvement with the narrative, the
special capability that he showed in delineating the
am bience with all its details, the creation of the
confined aura distinct to its own, and the characters
heavily drawn, magnetically to the ambitpointto his
affiliation towards this kind ofnarration.

Elsew here, in a separate analysis | had tried to
see the stories of Saurav Kr. Chaliha with the short
narratives of Gorge Luis Borges and studied the
diversities oftheirwondrous tales on the same plane.
Both ofthem,as 1tended to see, used theirbackground
in amagically marvellous manner and also, used the
device of alienation or defam iliarization to turn the
ordinary into something fantastical, to imbibe the
am bience with an extraordinary aura. The reader is
mesm erized into the setting, the background of the
story, and in few tales, description of the detail
restructures the outer cover or the exterior. In the
expertise telling, in the middle of the developm ent,
whethercyclicalorlinearthe climax occurs.In some
stories like “Beethoven”, “In the Studio” or“The Last

Request” the clim actic momentis also the moment



ofepiphany and the story ends with tlie gradualtrailing
of sound or emotion, whichever is applicable. The
realization ofthismoment,becomesthe corereading
ofthe whole apparatus,which incorporates the basic
parameter of ‘intertextuality’ as Chaliha in efficient
ease and erudite shiftoffocus delves into the various
‘am biences’in the same story,woven with succeeding
promptness.

Numbers of essays can be written on the
planes of suggestiveness of his stories or his words
and lines. Chaliha him self was aware of those
moments of suggestion, im pact, the twilight half
shadowy states of interceptions between words and
sounds. One intense tale ofthis crisscrossing is “The
Sound” (Aaw aj). The superfluity and excess offocus
on sound in this story is contradictorily placed by die
total absence of it in the tale of the deaf musician
“Beethoven”.Chalihawas notsupposedly interested
(as he said) in the currents of psychoanalysis or the
wringing ofthe ‘mind’. M aybe he decried Freud, but
the processes ofthe mind, currents and responses of
stim uli, all so deftly reflected in his tales and human
situations, point to his mastery of delineation o f the
psyche and curiously almost all stories of Saurav
Kum ar Chaliha read like interior monologues fed
integrally by flashes and imagesof ‘close association’.
In fact, as many would tend to confirm, the visuality
of his stories has at times conferred upon them a
cinem atic quality, apriority to read them as montages.

Butsurprisingly, technicality is notthe only forte
of this master craftsman. Though the surface of the
stories is plain suavity, a sophisticated urbanity
permeates through the tales, poignancy of human
emotion,accenmated by his oblique perspective, tends
to showerand moistthe ground forfurtherrealization
of states like longing, love, disillusion and
disappointment.Butin stories like “In the NightTrain”
(Ratir Rail) the reflection of life and living has
transcended into passive resignation and indifferent
reception.The protagonisto fthis story,Junu Goswam i,
resembles Nupurof“The Binoculars” (Durbin)in his
qualmsofconscience, butthey are distinguished from
one to the other by cahn complacence and restless
lack of direction. One has arrived at a state of
repressed solace but the other is relentlessly in the
quest for shelter and cahn. The spiral stairways in
‘Durbin’indicating breatiiless clim b down orclimb up
may be posited along the spiralmovemento fthe train

by nightin ‘RatirRail’. W W le the eminentcritic Dr.

Hiren Gohain has termed the latter stoty as apoignant
saga of selfless resignation and a state of ascetic
indifference he hasdenounced the blatantuse ofslang
and sloppy sexual fervor exuded in the former one.
M aybe an ardent admirer of Saurav Chaliha would
seek tojustify the use ofsuch language in the creation
ofatypicalambienceofwhich he was second to none
in Assam ese literature. W ithout promoting any
controversy, it must be asserted that though the
storyteller never vouched for a specific class in his
statements about literature and writing, he was
especially adeptin portaying the sensibility o ftheurban
middle class, their hypersensitivity, skepticism,
cynicism and socialconsciousness. O fcourse forthe
reflection ofthe socio economic and cultural scenario
of the nineteen sixties in Assam Saurav Chaliha
rem ains the sole interpreterwith chiseled intelligence,
nuanced human values and a detached ironical gaze.
The infinite variety ofAssam 'scivic life finds varied
reflection in the portrayaloflives ofthe little people,
the petty bourgeois, their aspiration and pang, both
personal, social and political and economic. Saurav
Kum ar Chaliha has scripted the condition of the
Assamese middle class in the manner of realistic
portrayal and that quality has bestowed a sense of
commitment on his writings. He is not a social
reformer but that gusto and spirit of an activist is
evidenced in his practicalnarratives ofnonfiction type.
His radical essay on the beautification of Guwahati
city is one prime example. The predicament of a
confused soulin the wake ofglobalterrorism and other
social evils that destroy the traditional foundation of
simple living is evidentin anothersensitive essay, “Bhal
Khabor” (Good News).

Despite attempts at unravelling the mystery
behind the authorwho was erudite butnoncom m ittal
regarding personal affiliations and scope ofinterest,
Saurav Kr. Chaliha succeeded in maintaining that
aesthetic distance that made him one of the great
voices in literature who liked to be known through
theirworks, who triumphed overdaily mundane lives,
and who kept the personal for private and who
perhaps believed in the infinitesim alreflections o fthe
prism ofLife, ‘The Aleph’ as termed by Borges, the
Latin Am erican revolutionary in magical structuring
of words. Saurav Kr. Chaliha too evoked magic, a
sortoffabulous engineering offorms and sem antics,
thought and feeling, reception and creativity and

knowledge and wisdom .



THE POETRY OF
BEZBARUA AND CHANDRAKUMAR
Voices of the Time

Dhrubajyoti Das
Asstr. Professor. English Depn.

Assamese language seems to have experienced ils developmenf simuUaneously with
the society and acquired ils typical nuances and the potency to create genuine Hteratiire
during the Tourteenrh ccutury through the er.stwhiJe poets like Hem Saraswati. Rudra Kandali.
Harivar Bipra, Kaviratna Saraswati and Madhav Kandali. This hterature. however, reached
its high w'ater-njark of excellence in (he hands of the Vaishnava poets of the subsequent
centui7 led by Sankaradev to post-Vaishnava literature (1650-1826) of the fag-end of Ahom
reign. As has been observed this trej)d of literature starred deviating tow'iirds the later part of
the period and the literalure look a complete shift from existing character as and when
Assam came under direct control of the British according to the Yandabo pact in 1826, In the
later course, the province, at the end of more than thirty years of struggle and strife, experienced
anew literary upsurge. The revival of Assamese literature, during the nineteenth century, in
fact, can by no means be called the resurrection of the eariier literature of Vaishnava cult and
ils aftemiatli. It was rather a prt~*ducl of new thoughts and feelings imbibed with the western
secular humanist propagati{nis avowed by English Romantic writers. Thus Romantic poetry
in Assam was iin entirely new import and was completely different from the medieval Assamese
poetry; and the perspectives of this new intellectual movement in Assam had similarities
more to the European, especially English Romantic Movement than to any earlier Indian
literary Movement.

Modern Assamese poetry achie\ ed its grandeur thrt)ugh the creations of the poels of
the ‘Jonaki* group. The seed of Romanticism was sown through ‘Orunodoi’ and it started
gemiinating in the works of the ‘Jonaki' poets. ‘Jonaki' since its incepdon in 1889, had initiated
relentless eifori inspiring a unique literary movement through which Assamese literature
directed as course, It also served as a channel through which ,~ssamese literature received
western thought especially of English, Needless lo say, like the English Romantic period, the
‘Jonaki yug' o f Assamese literalure had accepted poetry as its central mode of expression.
Lakshminath Bezbarua and the galaxy of poels accompanying him had proved their stupendous
efficacies in this area. Bezbarua having a sensitive mind and also a very artistic soul, sould
accomplish the western Roinaiuic ideal (hat was the voice of the time in this territory. Together
with Chandrakumar Agarwaki. lkzbaioia made a successful endeavour of making Assamese
poetry more I'oik-material oriented in the form oflyrics and ballads. As aresult. theAssame.se
poetry reached the Romaniic height and a secular form to be adopted by their contemporaries

and succe.s.sors.
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Be/.bama excelled in synthesizing the jnatiers
t'rom diffevenl sources and made them intc a unique
whole. His pocin 'Priyatarna’ isa synthesis of three
particular sources: Herrick's ‘The Rock of Rubies
and the Quarters of Pearl”, Campion’s “Cherry Ripe"
and the Assamese folk-songs. The poem ‘Malati' is
also an example of his excellent power of synthesis,
The reading of the poem leaves and impression of a
folk-song. The following lines of the poem i\ho remind
us the image of Wordsworth’s ‘Lucy’ :

Luitar Kuwari Naliay oi Makili
Mahay teou phiilare rani

: Neither the princess of th(! river Brahmaputra
Maiati,

Thou art nor the queen of the flowers. (Trans. Mine)
And,

Nusunga piniltir Nuphula kalitir
Mafali tulana pai

:with the unsmelt flower
And the bud not yet in bloom
Maiati can be compared. (Trans, mine)

After Wordsworth, Bezbarua was ijreally
influenced by WilliaiTi Blake and P.B. Shelley. Shelley's
influence can be traced on his poems entitled
‘Abasesh' (The Residur) and *Chuma' (7'hc Kiss).
In the lasttw'o lines of'Abasesh' Bezbarua expresses
the same note of Shelley's famous line 'Music, when
soft voices die'. 'Chuma’' is simply an adaptation of
’Love's philosophy' by Shell(iy, Hei'C one can hardly
feel the Shelleyan impulse. The poedc idea is steeped
in the typical Bezbarua freshness and lightness of
touch. Bezbarua, like wordsworth and Blake, is a
spiritually oriented nature poet. For him. man and
nature are complementary to each other. He trannot
imagine a natural world without man. In the manner
of Blake, he conjures everything of nature as
significant. Blake wrote in his ‘Auguries of
Innocence’:

To see a world in a grain of sand

A heaven in wild flower

Hold Indinity in the plari of your hadn
And Eternity in an hour.

Bezharua's oft-ciiioted lines adhere apporenti\ ihe
similar nuance -
Datar dui®ari i?an gasakar para

Taro cii pale dixe swaragar batara

:The leaf of 'dubari' grass
Eternally trodden in the street.
Conveys the message of heaven. (Trans. Mine)

Bezbama. as a student of English literature, was
steeped in the Romantic poetry. He absorbs the
images of the EugHsh poets and uses them as his
resources to make the poem entirely his ow™. Thus
his poetry is characterized with individuality and
freshness. Even hi.s imitative poems are greatly moved
by originaliiy. He discovered his ct*uniry's past which
derives from the richness of the myths and fables.
Being idealized wiih Romantic doctrine Bezbarua
wrote some sould stirring poems on the past history
of the country and praised the grandeur of the national
heritage. His poetry does not suffer from pessimism.
Ratlier it expresses strong optimism imbibing nostalgic
sensibility. In '‘Bin-Baragi' he writes:

fsaiun Pranar / Na cliakujuri
Dipti dhali de tal, / Puraui prithiv
Na-koi Chai lao/ He Bin! Eshari mat.

: Pouring out brightness

Into the new eyes of hearts

And make us see the old world anew

0 lyer! Sing thy divine song. (Trans. Mine)



This idea Ibund expression in Wordswoith (uo
whiic he conveys deep veneration lo ihe giory of past.
How he acutely feels the need of a senior poet like
Milton who as he reckons could make the readers
realize about the ‘heroic wealth' of England, can be
justified through the following lines from his famous
poem The Same’;

Millon! Thou should be living at this hour:

England hath need of thee! She is a fen

Of stagnant waters altei'. sword, and j)en

Fireside! The heroic wealth of hail and bower,

l.ike Bezbarua. Chandrakumar Agarwala is a
high priest of Romanticism. One of the most
conspicuous characteristics of Chandrakumar'.s
poetry has been humanism. He is greatly influenced
by the French philosopher August Comte on ihis
surface, “Live for others"” is the Comtean moito and
Chandrakumar soothes his soul preaching the same
(hroughoul his poetry specially those which cherish
deep faith in existence of God within the universal
man. The nineteenth century intellectuals were
enlightened with the possibility of new constructive
humanistic philosopliy coming out as
a result of conflict between old
tradition and new drift of idea. L.ifc.
in nineteenth century, with its
diverse contours, claimed a fully
new approach.

Chandrakumar avows that
The poetry of Chandrakumar
recognizes the dignity and equality
of man-the universal man who
sustains the eternal power and
pervading nature to create and
control all reality. He believed the
Tennyson’s evocation tiiat man to be
the “roof and crown of all things,"

He wTites in ‘Manav-Bandana’
(Glorification of Man);

Maiiulh’i (leva, manuhci sevn,
Mtntiih bine uai keve.

Kara, kata piija padya-anihya loi
Jai i<ii niLinav deval

: Man himself is the worshipper

And the worshipped

None else but he.

Worship him. then, with How”r and offerings

And sing his glory. (Trans. Barua. B.K.)
So had Wordsworth manifested the thought in his 'The
Prelude’;

My theme

No other than the very heart of man.

Chandrakumar Agarwala is a keen believer of
tnic human egalitarianism, (n him we see a poet'
prophet as precisely found in Blake. Wordsworth and
Shelley. His minstrel sits on the same pedestal where
Prometheus of Shelley belongs. Both the ideologies
have endorsed acommon prophecy. Inhis poem. ‘Bin-
Baragi' (The Minstrel). Chandrakumar preaches of
the glory of love for jnan. The poet has also conferred
upon man deep respect of extreme possibility. To this
end his poetic ideology rescinbles w'ith that of Blake
to(J. Blake reckons that jnan is able "at will to murmur
in the llow'ers small as the honey bee..." (The f'our
Zoas. Book ).

Chandnikifmar has bee/i a vigorou.S' exponent
of the sense of sympathy lo the poor and
downtrodden. He feels unhappy with the human

nature that clings to sordid materia]
pleasure. His poem. 'Bin-Baragi'
carries and explicit urge of
creativity. Like Shelley in his ‘Ode
to the West Wind'. Chandrakumar
seeks to destroy all the evil.s
rajiipant in the society in order to
create the new abode :

Nnlun shristir anin kirane
Karok Sakalo Shitchi

. Let the sunlight of new
creation
Sanctify all. (Trans. Mine)

Chandrakumar has
expressed realistic view regarding
the fact of man's fall from the

elevated position leading him self to painful
experience. This romantic feature can be traced in
his poem ‘Bin-Baragi'. Though man has been blessed
With a part of Omnipotent, yet he has made himself
responsible for hi.s suffering.s and doom. Seeing how
man has plunged himself into the grave of sorrows,
he bewails:

Manuhc niunuhc pamrkoi par.
Ephcri iiuiranKi mii.



: Man lo man

Is the most alien

Of all

Without a little love. (Trans. Mine)

Here his ideas co-exist with Wurc'sworth's
And much it grieved my heart to iliink
What man had nude of Main.

Such realization has also oeen found in Burns's poem
‘Man was Made to Mourn"' :

Man's inhumanity to man

Makes countless thousands mourn.

Like Keats and Shelley. Chandrakumar
Agarwal reckons beauty as the eternal truth. He
surmises that the world is full of beauty that ot'ly awaits
acceptance from sensitive hearts. Such gloiification
of beamy is overtly traced in few of his poems like
'Madhuri' (Grace). ‘Kishori’ (TheTeenagedGirlj Etc,
which have precisely adhered a sense of “half-hidden’
beauty in Wordsworth's ‘Lucy'. His oft-cited poem
‘Phula Sariyah Dara’ (A field of Bloomed Mustard
Plants) depicts splendidly the childhood memory and
love of beauty that reminds us the delicate
Wordsworthian lines -

And when my heart witn pleasure fills
And dances with the Daffodil. (Daffodils)

In Chandrakiunar Agarvvala as in the Hn_.ilish
Romantics, an eternal note of melancholy ha”™ alw'ays
been running through. “Sandhia’ (The Evening).
"Bimukh' (The hidifferent), ‘Jugamiya Shok" (Kternal
Sorrow) are some specimens of this kind. Poems ,ike
Trakriti' (Nature) and "JiwanarDali' (The Targe, of
life) reveal that he also suffered from the romantic
discontent of the English poets. This realization in
Chandrakumar. like the nineteenth century English
poets, has emerged from the very sense of limitation
of the ability to explain against vastness of aim and
expectation.
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The great impact of the English Romantic poels
on Chandrakumar can be traced with precision in
respect of nature philosophy. Following the Western
trail. Chandrakumar has dealt with nature as the
manifestation of subjectivity. He does not imagine of
a world merely as projection of nature, but
distinguishes his thoughts being projected in nature.
He is endowed with the power of vivid description of
objects, both natural and supernatural. Chandrakumar
Agarwala pioneers in introducing the supernatural in
the Assamese poetry. The nature rendering in
‘Bankuwari' (The Woodnymph) is condensed and
guaint with the beauty of supernatural vagueness.
mJalkuwari' (The Watemymph) and ‘Tejimala’ are also
two speciiTiens of his poems where we witness his
dexterity of combination of the mythical and
supernatural. 'Tejimala’ reminds us the treatment of
the supernatural elements in Coleridge’s ‘Chrisrabel’
and Keats's ‘Lamia"™ and 'The Eve of St. Agnes".
mTejimala’ isthe .Assamese "Lucy’ so far as their nature
longing is concerned. The concept of supernatural
world of Tejimala' gives rise of the idea of our
hauniing habitat,

Lakshminaih Bezbarua and Chandrakumar
Agarw'ala. tw'o precursors of the nineteenth century
Assamese poetry, wrote under the inlluence of English
Romantic poets. But the character of such influence
was by and large unceremonious. During those days
the Assamese poets were conscious of the tremendous
task they had to accomplish in determining the true
nature of the trend in literature. Like many others
Lakshminath Bezbania and ChandrakumarAgawala
were too striving for new ideal. This new lyrical
impulse which was largely Romantic in charactcrhad
sincerely been reckoned as the voice of the tiine.
Though they pursued a borrow'ed creed towards life
and human wojid. the values of the Indian Philosophy,
were ever lying at the very root of their poetry. They
embraced the exotic themes but retained the typical
Assamese llavor in their expre.ssion.
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WITCH-HUNTING
A Sad Reality

Dr. Phunu Das
Asstt. Professor, Education Deptt.

At present,one ofthe mostunpleasantdeeds everconm mitted by rational people
since the dawn ofcivilizations is witch hunting. Itis very common among the poorrural
com m unities with little access tjaeducation, health, wealth along with standing beliefs in
witch craft. The great great hoixor which accom panied results is that a lot of innocent
women are butchered or burnt to death on the charge of witchery. These incidents
usually take place in those villages where Scheduled Castes, scheduled tribes and most
other backward people live and lack infrastructure facilities like good medical system,
sanitation and other basic facilities. In these Conm iunities,when an individual gets sick
orharm befalls the com munity, the blame falls notupon avirus orcrop disease, butupon
an alleged witch. Accused women are often blamed for any misfortune such as natural
disasters-draughts, floods, crofiloss, illness or sudden death ofa village child. Once a
woman has been accused ofwitch craftinside herown community or society, it is very
difficult forherto ever escape the stigma. The woman has to suffer serverely the restof
her life and she can be hurt at any time by ongoing public hum iliations thatrange from
public beatings, forced hair shaving and forced acts ofphysical tortured. The severity of
deaths, due to allegations, are caused by extreme forms ofacts like, beheading. Stoning,
hanging, stabbing, poisoning orby being buried alive.As aresult,adozensofwomen die
every year after being accused of witch craft and hundreds of others are torture. The
so-called witches are very unfortunate inhabitants ofthe villages. Poor, low-caste, ugly
orold are easy targets fornaming as a witch. The deserted women/men, whom people
often call“witches”, know differentartofhealing afew Common diseases. It is also the
Common beliefofthe villagers that these people are acquainted with some “black art”
as well as some magical fits or enchantments by means of which they overcome some
dom estic problems and provide suitable means.

According to Kanchan M athur, Professorofthe Institute ofDevelopment Studies
in India, “Women who are widowed, infertile, posses “Ugly” features or are old,
unprotected, poororsocially ostracized are easy targets” stated in arecentreport2009.

The practice ofwitch-hunting is stillrampantand now one ofthe social stigmas of
ourcountry.In Assam, the practice ofwitch hunting is prevalentin districts like Kamrup
rural, Goalpara, Kokrajhar, Chirang, Baksa, Lakhim pur and Karbi-Anglong. The worst
affected areas of Assam are Kokrajhar district and it seems to be more rampant among

the Adivasi and Bodo Com munity. (W itch hunting incidents most take place in remote



areas ofAssam with witch a few tribes and Adivasis.)
It is surprising thateven a section ofeducated people
of these tribes still believes the existence of witch.
Again, some kind of religious practices have been
attached to the belief. On the other hand, there is
hardly any presence ofpolice adm inistration, medical
am enities. Due to absence of proper health care
facilities in remote areas, the tribal villagers depend
on sorcerers for curing diseases. The sorcerers, who
practice with ‘evil spirit’ often, try to cover up their
failure to cure diseases by putting the blame on a
“W itch” in the village. This often leads to murder of
innocent tribal women. This had created bodipanic
and a sense of hopelessness among the fam ily
members of the victims. A long aged woman is an
easy victim to be socially ostracized and condenuied
as a witch. There are lots of witch-hunting cases in
Assam .As forexample in M arch 2006, five members
ofafam ily in Sadharu tea estate in Biswanath Chariali
of Sonitpur district of upper Assam were beheaded
by fellow villagers.

Again on 10 June, 2008, fourofafamily was
burnt alive by fellow villagers under the Biswanath
Charialipolice station,on the suspicion ofwitch cnift.

In September2008,Bishnu Roy and his mother,
in Abhyapuri Police station of Bongaigaon district
were targeted and attacked by a mob of 500-600
villagers on the suspicion ofbeing witches.

In October 18, 2009 an adivasi couple of
Gosaigaon sub-division in Kokrajhardistrictin lov/er
Assam was brutally tortured with sharp weapons by
their own Com munity because they came to be
branded as witches.

In May 7,2010 Jogen Boro and his wife were
killed because of superstitions and beliefs of iJie
villagers of Hardanguri in Udalguri district. I'he
villagers suspected couple ofpracticising witch craft.
In this wasy, altogether40 people were killed in witch-
hunting cases in the state in the last 3 years. (2008,
2009,2010).

In the current year, on 16 August 2011, one
woman identified as Birchi Munda was brutally
murdered on suspicion of practicising witch craft.
Another seven persons were injured and they were
admitted to Nowgaon C ivilHospital. So it needsto be
mentioned here that killings in the name of witch

hunting have gone up in the state atan alarming rate.

On 15 September,2011,onePumunaBoro was
killed and two others were injured when miscreants
attacked then suspecting them of being witches, at
Niz-Sundarighopavillage nearChangsari.

The socio-economic status, illiteracy,
backwardness ofthe tribalpeople in perpetuation w itii
the state are the major reasons for such practices.
Health care system,education infrastructure are also
very poorin all tribal dominated areas in the state.
Absence of doctors and other adequate medical
facilities are also related to the problem as villagers
are compelled to visit local quacks for treatment of
different diseases.

The incidents ofwitch hunting in the state are
becoming more complex day by day. Earlier, it was
confined to tribes which practiced black magic. But
today witch-hunting cases are also related to personal
rivalry, grabbing ofproperty orland.

Although, kiUing in the name ofwitch-hunting
has gone up in the state, there is yet no proposal to
adopt any tough law to deal with the cases witch-
hunting, specially.

In India, Bihar was the first state to pass the
prevention ofwitch (Dayan) practices Act. O f 1999.
This was followed by Jharkhand’s Anti witch craft
Act. In 2001 along with the 2005/2006 Chhattisgarh
and Rajasthan Laws. Very recently, on March 12,
2010, the Indian Supreme Courtin New Delhiheard
a petition called the “witch craft Act” that asked for
local, regional cases with craft allegation to be
allowed to entire highest apex court room within
theirregion.

In our state also in 2001, Project Prahari was
launched to fight witch hunting by uplifting the socio-
economic status ofthe people and creating awaieness
among them.Butthe projecthad worked effectively
tiu 2006. The Assam State Com mission for woman
has been undertaking severalinitialties againstwitch
hum anity since 2008. The Com mission has visited the
affected areas and made adetailed study ofthe areas.
The collective influence of illiteracy, poverty,
superstition,lack ofknowledge in health and hygiene
and social customs are the core of the problem. At
present, the com mission has made a collaborated
effortwith the Assam Police torevive ProjectPrahari
and has given anew name ofProjectM otherorBim a

in Bodo.
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ARANK'SWORTH!

AnkitaAmitabh Baruah
H.S. P'year, Science Depit.

It was one of the brightest moraings that Guwahati had ever seen-a-day of
perfect sunshine, cheerful weather, twittering birds, fragrant flowers and dancing
butterflies. But no matterhow much effort Mother Nature puts forth, life in the city
is always monotonous,drab,grey and dull. People keep running anever-ending race
ofreaching theirgoals and have hardly any time for trivialissues like enjoying a day
of good weather. Same was the case for our protagonist Aditya or Sonu, as his
parents called him . It takes alot ofcourage to face the day of m atriculation results’
announcement. And it was all the more scary for Sonu. His elder sister had scored
88% with letterm arks in all subjectsin herm atriculations. This alone was enough for
everybody to expectagoodresultoutofhim aswell. Besides, his cousins Angshum an
and aniruddha, who has appeared for the m atriculations along with him, we were
sure to secure state ranks. Fear gripped his mind as he wondered where his fate
would land him . W ithin whatseemed like afew minutes, hewasin his school,running
his fm ger through the list of passed candidates, securing for his name. Behind him
hisjunior students were cheering forhis cousins for securing the eighth rank together.
Both of them stood in the midst of the crowd, shining all of their 32teeth at the
cameras. Ah! Here was his name at last-

“Name Aditya Kashyap, Roll: C Il No: 312; Letters in English, Assam ese,
Social Science; State highestin English.”

His heart skipped a beat. State highestin English-that was his long cherished
dream!Hegaveajovial shoutand collected hisreportcard with the othercertificates.
The first thing that he saw in his mark-sheetwas thathe had secured 98 in English.
The other subjects were not bad too- 85 in Assamese, 75 in general science, 69 in
general mathem atics, 65 in advanced mathematics and 92 in social science. His
teachers were extremely happy as well

“So,what's the plan ahead?” they would ask,to which hewould happily reply,
~1'd love to explore the liberal arts and then 1'd go for a major degree in Literature.
It's the biggest dream of my life to be a great writer someday!”

He walked home happily; dreams ofhis books selling hke hotcakes, wafting
before his eyes. To him , it seemed to be the best day of his life.

But it was notso for his father.

“lIs thatall you could manage in science and math?” was his agitated question
when he saw his son’s mark-sheet, “Your English marks are good but that alone
won'thelp you when you study science.”

“Just good?” he protested, “I gotthe state highest, father. And,| don'twant to
go for science; | want to study in the arts stream.”

“W hatnonsense are you blabbering about?” his father retaliated, “Arts Huh!
W hatdo you think you are going to do with your life by taking that fed-up stream ?”

“Artsis notfed-up”,he defended “It’s a striking stream,especially for someone



who wants to be a writer.”

“Arts is notfed-up”, lie defended “It’s a striking
stream, especially for someone who wants to be a
writer.”

“A W riter!” his father thundered, “You want
to become a writer” Your sister is an engineer; your
cousins are going to become doctors; how w ill stand
up to them by becoming a useless writer? Do you
expect me to fill your stomach always?”

“But...but...” protested Sonu buthis fathe;rcut
across him, “Listen Sonu. It is hum iliating enough to
see you with only three letters while your cousins
managing to get state-ranks. | am so ashamed that
my house is notthronged with the media and people
today, like the house ofmy youngerbrother'sis. Don’t
embarrass me further by taking up arts. You are my
only son-The future breadwinnerofthe family.You'll
have to supportus in ourold age and w ill also have to
take care ofyourown fam ily someday. Being awriter
w ill make it impossible for you to make both ends
meet. If you become an engineerlike yoursister,only
then w ill you have enough money to live arespectful
life. You be a writer and everybody wiU call you a
“sissy” behind yourback!”

U ltim ately the arrogance of Sonu’s father
prevailed and it was decided that Sonu was to become
an engineer. No amount of protesting from his side
m attered to his father. His mother, like mosttypical
mothers, took his side and did her best to make her
husband change her mind. Butit was ofno use.

“Life’'s no cinema”, he'd say “Dreams won't
feed you when you are hungry.”

A month later, Sonu was in college, studying
concepts of physics. It was a beautiful day with
summer breezes and happy sunshine; yet, he was
inside acold classroom studying Cinem atics, or, was
it Kinem atics? He began to think how it would have
been, had he taken liberal arts like he had always
wished for. He'd have been going through his
philosophy class rightnow orperhaps through rhetoric.
Lostin deep thought,he began etching outon his copy,
the seven liberal arts while his classm ates penned
down weird equations and absurd sums. Before he
knew it, the class was over and he had hardly caught
aword. Same was the case for the chem istry, imaths
and statistics classes that followed every single day.
It didn't matter to him that he knew nothing about
the lessons. Whatonly mattered to him was that his

painting ofthe liberal arts looked really good. Then

blew the severely tense breezes of IT-JEE, AIPM T
and A IEEE, that pushes every science student to the
extremes. His friends went mad, ran after college
classes, tuitions and coaching classes. His cousins
were always lost in their books, sometimes even
skipping meals to study. Such was the craze ofthese
three words in the lives o f these students.

But to Sonu, everythins seemed rather funny.
He found nothing great about the AIPM T and the
A IEEE and considered IIT as a big, forlorn building
with creepy people. He had by this time, made many
friends from the arts departmentand always discussed
their subjects with them.He even bunked his classes
at times, to be with his new friends and discuss
Shakespeare and Tagore alike. Whathe didn’'trealize
however, was thathe hardly knew anything aboutthe
6-7 chapters of all the four subjects that had been
completed in his college by thattime.

His father was as much in the dark about this
as was Sonu him self. “ Am bitious” is the only word
thatdescribes this man. “So whatif my son managed
only 3 letters in the matriculations?”, he'd say to
him self “He is sure to get a state rank in the 12*»
examinations. Then he will go to IIT and earn a few
lakhs amonth.” He engaged Sonu to tuitions as well
as coaching classes, spending a lot of money. The
more money he spent,the biggerhis dreams became.
The results of this was that whatever free time Sonu
enjoyed aftercoming back from college, to fu lfil his
mental demands of Literature, was cut off. He now
has scarcely any time to breathe. W herever his eyes
could reach, he saw only com plex question, form ulas,
graphs and sums beaming down athim .Atsome point
of time, he simply gave up studying and composed
poetry for hours together. Because when he was in
thecompany o fliterary pieces by his favorite authors,
he felt as though he was back there in the good old
days when he was nine and the world was full of
every imaginable kind ofm agnificence where life ws
stilladelightfuland mysterious dream .

It didn'tcome exactly as a rude shock to him
when he found out that he had failed his 12*
exam inations. His father was however, shattered to
the core. The idea of his brother’s sons studying
m edical science w hile his own son sitting in the house
gave him a heart attack. When he came back from
the hospital, notknowing what else to do, he abused
Sonu day and night. He refused to eat and hence, his

health deteriorated. But what would a man do with
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good health if his self-esteem and his name in the
society had been smeared with cow dung? His
frustration showed in his professional life as well, as
he argued with his colleagues and received several
warnings thathe would he fired, from his boss. Once
he punched someonein the face forbeing asked about
his son’sresult, which settled him forademotion,He
verbally abused whoevergreeted him and scolded his
w ife day and nightfor giving birth to a son w'ho had
rotten straw instead of brains as anger affects a
person’s roots and causes him to do stuff he would
have never have given a thought about.

M ouths passed after that fateful incident and
Sonu wasreadm itted to the Science stream to try the
12" examinations a second time. But his father felt
the world to be full of traitors who made fun of him
behind his back and thus,neverbecame as enthusiastic
ashe wasbefore. Sonu, in his depressed state ofmind,
took the cause for his father’s pathetic conditions to
be him self. AIll he did was dream and try to find
answers to the mysteries oflife. He neverhas thought
thatitcould produce such drastic results. His father’s
abuses and his mother’s tears filed him with poison
and acting on an im pulse, he burned all his precious
novels. He suffered from inferiority com plexes fi-om
his cousins and he cried his heartoutatnight, for he
dearly missed the books that he has burned. Being
demoted now, his father couldn’t afford tuitions and
coaching classes a second time, nor did he want to.
His father was sure now that he was no more than
an unleashed donkey gone astray.

Living the life of a 12* failed candidate is
perhaps more miserable than being disabled. Thatone
year, till Sonu reappeared for his 12* was the worst
year of his life. His teachers regarded him as a no-
good lad. His classm ates who werejuniorto him also
made fun of him. His father couldn’t stand his
presence and his motherkepton weeping. He would
have been lost a second tim e, had it not been for his
eldersister. She took aleave from herjob,herhusband
and kids to help herbrother for she dotted upon him,
She stayed up with him late in the nights as he studied
and helped him overcome all the areas he i'ound
difficult. Finally, that painful year was over and he
reappeared for the 12* exam inations.

Life took another full cycle. It was another
brightand beautiful day. Blissful sunshine blooming
flowers, busy bees, radiant weather but people were

still busy ignoring the form ations ofM other Nature.
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The atmosphere in the Kashyap residence was much
tensed. Sonu had just left for college to collect his
results. His father liked forward to a feeble ray of
hope ofafirstdivision. His motherwas in the temple,
offering all thatwas available in the nearly shops and
chanting whatever prayer she knew. His sister was
sure that he would pass this time, though tensed
atmospheres create negative impacts on people’s
minds.

The clock struck 1:00 p.m and yet, there was
no sign of Sonu. His sister was about to go and look
for him when she saw two teachers and the
headm aster of Sonu’s college entering their house.
“Whatnow?” thoughthis fam ily members, “Another
failure?”

But no, they were wrong. “Yes, Sonu had
passed,” announced the new arrivals, getting surprised
that they didn’t know till that time, “And he had
managed to secure tlie 10 rank!”

The Kashyap residence had never seen such
happiness in all the 25years ofits existence. There
was no stopping the party that day! His father went
wild with glee, his mothernow wepttears ofjoy and
his sisterinformed all theirrelatives with pride.

Sonu was thoughtto be partying with his friends
and hence,wasnorm issed .Little did they know about
what he was actually up to.

W hen he was just about to leave to get his
results, earlier that fateful day, his father caught him
in the doorway; “You are going to get your results
today” he said gravely, “If you fail this time asw ell, |
w ill die ofshame. Remember,allmy money is in the
State Bank and my account numberis 14432. Your
mother will go mad when | die, so you w ill have to
manage my funeral ceremonies. After that, you can
use the rest ofthe money to do whatever you like.”
His father’'s words kept hitting him atthe back ofhis
mind when he reached college. He didn’'t dare to
check for his name in the topper’'s list. He ran his
finger through the names of the passed candidates.
No, it was not there, no matter how many times he
checked. Grief, fear and frustration damaged his
logical thinking and he was sure that he had failed a
second time. His father’'s words echoed in his head.
His mother’'stears seemed to resume before his eyes.
W ithin minutes, he was in an empty classroom, fixing
the noose around his neck. His lifeless body hung from
the ceiling fan as his fam ily danced in front of the

m edia that had gathered in his house.
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Il lose it all Someday

Priyakshi Das
TDC 2™ Year, English Deptl.

Sitting by the banks
In an exhausted twilight,
Inscribing yourname in the damp sand
And watching it wash away by the water.
Staring atthe mild hued sun
w ftn n M oving gently below the earth’s horizon
| wished if it could take away
Allmy paid and agony
To the flightofbirds
M oving back home,
A plead to take away
N Af23t Asriw My ‘stucco of dreams with HIM '
CoiA A & Because | can’'t see them shatter
One by one.
Recounting the things | missed
AMAjj%s TE TN Being with you,
Crying upon the things
| had to lose when you're gone,
Wtir C A (Tit'tA f
St AN

| close my eyes.
Feel the breeze around my face,
(7>M % rf | overhear something.
Presumably it was you whim pering to me.
ANS=sl«stwondered if some how
You'ld flash back to the tim es.
c rtM 'St You gently held mein yourarms.
| felt, no other place can ever be
So warm, so secure.
Lie . thatwere alla he..
It kills meinside
I hit myself.
i£|'s) W5 A W hy couldn’t| be the ‘one’.
The one you would have truly loved,
M issed, cared and longed to have by your side
wWw *t Always..
I try,
'srm 't "5}jm, | stridently adm it,you’'re really gone,
I try,
To fightback my tears,
A<pRe«i, I fail.
And llose a drop each second.
£ <tif5pi\S A5 1tA A drop of ‘me being with you’.
In that mighty river.

Hopefiilly, 'l lose it all someday.
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