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Gauhati possesses some........... Cal-
cutta."”

AN AN

tn% 5N

C5T(

ib-cS'iJ >c50  M]<5

w 1)
W r *UH w
'ETFAHA
~ram |
/\Wi AN
'sra€t<A'A N |

ASpfSH <Ry[~t?n
A W=RR -

(ib-'Sir-~V'IS'0) |

ctesR
N2 (bvsa w) |
Noln (\ATRS
csen SMtw w »
R RAVArS <pPi<i>f EK 1IN
n N W CHIft
(<[TnAINEIN?EN
TOIMNRt (W'STR
VANAY 1 N l )
>p-NNIBH5S W H
ftn |
'W R fw )~
AN A
N IttA m N N
N N | S5n% " w
(7R ~MHIST |
A[tf~ 167 '5TIN 2fn
A?2n m A
msHNN-'sifeln n
<J(s" a ™ ii(iR<r'C'nSF5RN
n 'wosi’l
‘A A N I W -
W f w i A
cm\ N
c N NSr72thnw w %

f% ?”7s

c” (M .-~
1%i'® i” [
5f ej
A meKW ~ 1
cwR”
cnh=f 1™ ATtY%i |

<?R[i«i 1Assam Labour and Immigra-

tion Act til 'snf” <Pd<P
fAH=1
BIt%l 11 C ~

C ~ ?R ~RR.ci | iJao®

c"Kn
w560t
ljisoc™ ANBIW
(Thr W 1
") ~rfw R |
TO
AN 1 N 1 N Cc N <
i 308 FH
" ‘The In-

dian National Congress has thus its
own functions which | take it upon
myself to say, as a watchful witness
from its birth, it has discharged ex-
emplary fidelityjudgement and mod-
eration yours is a distinguished past.
If you have not in any considerable
measures succeeeded in moulding the

policy of Government, you have ex-



ercised on immense influence in de-
veloping the history of your country
& the character of your countryman.
You have become a power in the land,
and your voice peals like a trumpet
note from one end n
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India to
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ous leaders have
earned a niche in

the temple of fame,
and their memory

will be cherished

by a grateful pos~
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CIPLINARY
Studies:

THE N ew

M antra

Dr. Rakhee Kalita Moral
Lecturer in English

When | was came across this
circular a few months ago inviting
papers foran international seminar
being hosted by the English
Department of a major Indian
University in collaboration with a
reputed American University to be
held in the North east | was at first
somewhat baffled. Now, what was
I, a teacher of English, going to
actually talk about in a forum that
discussed identities, global and
local, ethnography and the politics
of nationality? My readings in
literature and history, though
having extended over the years to
areas wider than those permitted by
the white Anglo Saxon literary
canon in which | was originally
trained, was perhaps not wide
enough to accommodate
anthropological theory and
sociological conjecture about
people around us. Butthe problem
of identity was universal, |
reasoned, and I could not remain

absorbed in eloquent passages of
poetry and shut myselfin the safety
of a rarefied aesthetic world and
plead ignorance about more urgent
and complex issues closer home.
Besides, the question of nations,
cultures and classes and the
patterns of human movement and
organization are infinitely more
real and challenging than the
exegesis of Romantic poetry or
Latin American narrative per se.
This does not imply a mechanical
layering of social sub texts within
a literary work of art for the benefit
of adapting it to contemporary
theory. The possibilities of relating
texts to the resonances of history,
to evolving human communities
and reading patterns of social
transition in them apart from their
integral literary value are certainly
more attractive and arresting ways
of understanding literature.
Literature taught and read for
its own sake undeniably affords
pleasure, literature seen and
interpreted as a mirror of human
behaviour and interaction, as a
consequence of cultural practices
and as testing grounds for the limits
of human nature and freedom is,
however, far more complete and
fulfilling. Literary study is thus
increasingly, and more than ever
before, displacing its own horizon,
extending its purview to territories
that may have in the past seemed
only remotely connected or simply
peripheral to any understanding of
literature. The ideal student of
literature is now also a student of
Humanities in the unrestricted
sense of the term, negotiating with
the whole range of human sciences,

freely wandering across boundaries
that separate literature from
philosophy, history from
anthropology or economics from
politics.

Given this space in their
literary domain where
interventions of cultural, political
and social history provide sensitive
and more nuanced readings of
texts, the scholar or serious student
of literature is certainly better
equipped to handle questions
bearing wider significance to
human society, whether they
address the problematic of gender,
the racial tensions of South Africa,
the postcolonial identities of the
educated Indian or the conditions
of exile faced by refugees in
Bosnia. While it may still be
adequate for the student to rely on
apurely literary explanation of the
text, globalisation and the
postmodern age in which we live,
have produced its own cultural
mutants whose easy crossing of
classes and mixing of genres
demand a fresh postmodern
approach. This new perspective
was perhaps best summed up by
William Spanos, a leading
American critic, who founded the
literary journal, boundary 2, after
the Vietnam war in a bid to "get
literature back into the domain of
the world". The fresh direction in
which literary studies seemed
poised for suggested a differentkin
of accommodation between art and
society that was to have far
reaching implications on the whole
business of the writer and his
literary imagination. And, perhaps,
much more on the traditions of



interpreting and understanding
texts. A decade ago, | would not
have insisted my students of the
post-graduate class reading up the
history of Imperialism before
undertaking to teach literciry theory
to them or for instance, getting
acqu”ted with Macaulay's famous
Minute of 1835 on Indian education
before | lectured them on Third
World Literature. Neither would |
have urged them to read Jefferson's
Declaration of Independence even
as | explained passages form
American poetry, for, much as |
understand the need for extra-
literary knowledge, I could sense the
immediate resistance of Eng. Lit
students to dwell on aspects that are
not, in the obvious sense,
constituted of any literary value.
Gender, race and religion
have today become focal points in
any literary discussion and thanks
to the criticism of eminent culture
guru Edward Said and Marxist
critics like Frederic Jameson or the
theoretical propositions advanced
by academics like Gayatri Spivak,
reading a piece of fiction such as
an Austin novel or a canonical
work by Dickens is no longer a
purely literary exercise. All that has
been altered forever and the reader
is now expected to address issues
of the subaltern, of nation and
location and foreground the
narrative in broader social and
cultural concerns that are in
themselves separate areas of study.
The literary ‘field" if there is any
thing like that still in existence has
been thrown open to social
scientists and the academy is now
witness to the happy marriage of

art and cultural politics. All these
trends in contemporary theory
have, besides causing a great deal
of excitement in the approach lo
literature, allowed fresh
dimensions to emerge out of texts
that were summarily read,
reviewed and pul to rest with
conclusive ideas about their
mea,nings. The current thrust on
interdisciplinary studies has made
possible the resurrection of
canonized texts into new sites of
the study of social phenomena. The
study of native literatures as
oppC'Sed to mainstream literature
now presupposes familiarity with
the works of ethnographer
Margaret Mead or the concepts of
"collective
community as posited by
sociologist Emile Durkheim.
Likewise, the application of
linguistic theory to fine literary
notions now makes it necessary for
the Eng. Lit student to delve into
Swiss linguist Ferdinand De
Saussure’s theory of the structure
of language to understand better
the formal ideas of a text.
Consider eminent social
historian Sumit Sarkar's rereading
of a nineteenth century Indian
literai'y text to elicit meanings in
emerging cultural ideologies of
that time or Ramakrishna Guha's
close scrutiny of peasant uprising
in the Himalayas Bengal in order
to gauge the political environment
economy ofIndia. Novelist Amitav
Ghosh's concerns in his latest and
much ac:claimed work, The Glass
Palace are not merely about love
and loss drawn across three
differert nations but a larger
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attempt at remapping the pre and
post colonial geographies and
histories of South east Asia. The
need to rethink literature just as
well as the need to reconstruct
history and society by Indian
scholars bears ample evidence in
the institutionalization  of
interdisciplinai'y fields in recent
times. If the capital's Centre of
Contemporary Studies is an
example to watch and if their
academic exercises are anything to

go by then schdars in the
Humanities would have the
prerogative of liberating

themselves from the narrow and
insular "province" of literature,
politics or history, emerging as true
humanists in the global scenario,
willing to and capable oftraversing
diverse grounds in their pursuit of
knowledge.
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t'" R/-"A thing isn't
life just because somebody does it.
This the artist ought to know perfectly
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ing himself a new straw hat isn't life
at all. It is just existence, quite all
right, like everbody dinners, but not
life.’
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things that are alive are amazing. All
things that are dead subsidiary to the
living. Better a live dog than a dead
lion. But better a live lion than a live
dog. Man alive, feeling, experiencing,
learning, and integrating, was the cen-
tral concern of the supreme human
achievement- the novel.
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somewhere.’
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g™ ‘She had not been
with him all the time, that her soul had
stood apart, in a sort of horror.’
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“But then clara was not there ‘The Rainbow
for him, only a woman, warm, some- A |
thing he loved and almost worshipped,
there in the dark. But it was not clara,
and she submitted to him.The naked
hanger and inevitiibility of his loving
her, something stj'ong and blind and
ruthless in its primitiveness, made the (ryM75#2R
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‘She found that, in ail her out-

Tpei TftIH n m* goings and her incomings, he pre-
fcln vented her. Gradually she realised that
Nirfei she was being borne down by him ,

“But no, he wouldnot give in.
Turning sharply, he walked towards
the citys gold phosphorescence. His
fists were shut, his mouth set fast. He
wouldnot take that direction, to the
darkness, to follow her. He walked to-
wards the fairly humming, glowing
town' quickly'. [Pg- 366]‘fairly hum-
ming, glowing town’
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borne down by the clinging, heavy
weight of him, that he was pulling her
down as a leopard clings to a wild cow
and exhausts her and pulls her down.”
(pg. 187)
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- ‘Out of nothingness and the
undifferentiated mass, to make some-
thing of herself |
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-a traveller on the face of the earth
......... ultimately and finally she must
go on and on, seeking the goal that
she know she did draw nearer to”'STI"
CTft M ftMsnlIMii~-AShe saw in
the rainbow the earths new architec-
ture, the old, brittle corruption of
houses and factories swept away, the
world built up in a living fabric of
truth, flitting to the over-arching
heaven.” (pg- 515)
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‘I had to take pity
on you. Butit was never love.’...........
“Try to love me a little more and to
want me a little less,’
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‘Having you, | can live all my life
without anybody else, any other sheer
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really happy, | wanted eternal union
with a man to: another kind of
love.’....." ‘Why
arenot | enough? you are enough for
me. | don't want anybody else but

A ‘Women in Love’
is less a novel about opposites than
about checks and balanp(s,’
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‘To be alone, mindless and
memoryless between the sea, under

the sombre wall-front of Australia. To
be alone with a long, wide shore and
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land, heartless, soulless. As alone and
as absent and as present as an
aborigiral dark on the sand in the sun.
The strange falling away of every-

thing.’
sjQfii fin" % pi,'sn”
N N A »fI,
A\ #p ith A
‘Kangaroo’™™ ™'

K>1 A

GH “‘agrey-
dreary, grey coffm sinking in the sea
behind’

TRt n
W W ATTS) T
cm\ "srt%H

Asrm \

‘One of his souls would stand
forever out on those rocks beyond the
jetty.’
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‘What a fraud 1 am! | know all
the time it is | who don't altogether
want them. | want myself to myself.
But I can fool them so that they shan't
find out.”

i Mi)o "
m
‘Lady Chatterley's Lover’ SWi N |

N sS\m NAfi
5 f~r < wm?
A A CW5
77N snw |
‘SiA (71/\/\.‘Tji/\A
fAjrt A
2#N | in
AMirw it mi*\
N 2W|/\ N
Wsl 1



AWSsr?R fsh '‘Q A
s#fr A W s Mrfr sh'K
R<P»leM A
Chatterley's Lover’»

TO A I

STIfA | “Lady

MM R
'srfr 21%'n”
N CHNN A5]"P5H
W s ~ <4n o 'son
"STR n
norfr
Cw5 %i
#N 'fk”
spectral, not really
existing” (Tlfwl «TER
cn t
MW,
m  £fi%

N few A
\sfr Acjjn

n5ri%
AMlw A
(7k n

?fe
1%
Nifol
U I 11 1 R EAU L B L

CHW A AT

2=rfin
A (7 !

‘Ours is esentially atragic age, so we
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‘And it seemed she was like the
sea, nothing but dark waves rising and

heaving , heaving with a great swell,
so that slowly her whole darkness was
in motion, and she was ocean rolling
its dark dumb mass.’
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. Encyclopaedia Americana

. Encyclopaedia Britanica

. Colliers Encyclopaedia

. British Writers Vol.8

. D.H. Lawrence, The novelists by
F.R. Leavies.

6. Oxford History of English Litera-
ture ed by Sanders

7. The Second Sex- by Simon de

Beauvoir.
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AT LAST

You have come

and you did well to comc

1pined for you

And how you have put a
torch to my heart

a flare of love

@) bless you and bless you full of her adoration

and bless you:
You arc back.........
We were parted

WHAT IS

Far sweeter-tuned

than a lyre

Colder than gold

Softer than velvet
Much whiter
than an egg ?

THE MOMENT | SAW
HER

Love

like a sudden breeze

tumbling on the oak-tree
leaves

left my heail
trembling
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ONCE AGAIN
APHRODITE

| have run to you flutter-
ing

Like a little girl to her
mother

IN MY DREAM.
APHRODITE

A crimson handkercheif
hung down

Your cheeks, the one
Timas sent to you from
Phocaea:
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n the North-East region, there is
Ia huge possibility for industri-
alisation. The region is endowed
with rich and varied resources.
Also its agro-climatic condition is
suitable for agro-horticulture based
industries and its pollution free en-
vironment suits development of
electronic industries.

The area of the land of seven
sisters is 2.55 lakh sq.km. which
is 7.7% ofthe total land area of the
country. With the 3.83 core popu-
lation (4% of India), the density of
Assam is 340, Tripura 304 & low-
est in Arunachal Pradesh which is
13 person per sq.km. It is to be
noted, the NE region is one of the
most bio-diverse zone in the world.
From the history of industrialisa-
tion, the region has the distinction
of having the first oil refinery and
first tea garden in the country. But
it is underdeveloped only because
of not proper utilisation of natural
resources.

The region has it's more than
enough natural resources which are
remaining unutilised. The region
lias 190 bn cubic meter natural gas
which is 22% of national amount,
it has 909 million tonnes coal re-
serves, 32000 MW (40% of India)
hydroelectric potential, 513 mn
tonnes (20%) oil reserves, 4933
mn. tonnes limestone reserves,
limn, tonnes clay reserves. 2 mn.
cubic meters granite reserves and
forest resources.

With these huge amount of
resources, the region has only 177
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Problems and scopefor development

(From a study report made by the former Director of IIE,,
Dr. D.D. Mali)

units large and medium industries
of which 128 are in Assam (Ac-
cording to M:irch 1998 report); the
region has 44207 SSI units of
which 23607 are in Assam (Ac-
cording March 2000 report) and
23506 sick SSI units (March 1999).
These SSI units occupies only
1.7% ofthe nation's share in 1999-
2000.

The main constraints of the
development of these industries
are—

-> Railway length is not ad-
equate

-> Road network-surface
road coverage is low, national high-
way 12.98% of total national high-
way.

Air tninsport in not ad-
equate.

Power shortage except
Meghalaya.

-> Per-capita power con-
sumption ranges 100 to 143 KWH.

Deepjyoti Phukan
2nd Semister (Economics)

-> Problems of Institutional
Finance (but 1900 bank branches
are working in NE.)

C.D. ratio ranges from 14-
42% as against 55% in the coun-
try.

Lack of entrepreneur-
friendly environment.

Marketing problems etc.

But, there create many poli-
cies formulated for the develop-
ment of industrial sectors in the re-
gion. Among these, Govt, of India
policy, new policy for NE, state
policies, policy package for SSI &
tiny sector etc. are main. The main
feature of these policies are fiscal
concessions, preferential procure-
ment, fiscal support, credit support,
infrastructure support, technologi-
cal support, marketing support etc.
Meghalaya & Mizoram announced
their Industrial policy in 1989.
Then Govt, of India announced
New Industrial Policy in 1991. Af-



ter this announcement, Arunacahal
Pradesh announced their policy in
1994, Assam in 1997, Manipur in
1996, Nagaland in 1995 and
Tripura in 1995. All these policies
are emphasised on resource-based
approach, skill-based approach-
developing handloom and handi-
craft, development of electronic

help.

So, the people of North-East
can take the opportunity to enlarge
the industrial sector in this region.
It is because, inherent competitive
advantages of the region lies in
certain sectors - agri-business, food
processing, handloom and
handicrafts, dedicated engineering

velopment scope is very high in the
region. So, these sector should not
be ignored. For all these, services
of support organisation need to be
tuned with the changing demand
of the entrepreneurs. Banks and
entrepreneurs should move to-
wards becoming partners in
progress. Bankers have to play

The entire North-East Region has immense potentiality to develop through
industrialisation. So, the region should put emphasis on resource-based
industries. Developing linkages between industrial developmentplan and
agro-horticulture plan should be set up for perspective of industrialisa-
tion; IT, Tourism, Health care etc. services sector have to be developed
women entrepreneurship development scope is very high in the region.
So, these sector should not be ignored. For all these, services ofsupport
organisation need to be tuned with the changing demand of the entrepre-
neurs. Banks and entrepreneurs should move towards becoming partners
inprogress. Bankers have to play greater role in this regard.

industries, development of service
sector particularly tourism, IT sec-
tor etc., border trade, developing
women entrepreneurs etc.

For rapid industrialisation,
different organisation and banks
are ready to give support. Among
them, DI, SSIDc, KVIC,
NEHHDC, NPC, BIS etc. are pro-
motional organisation, IDBI,
SIDBI, RGVN, NABARD,
NEDFi, commercial banks etc. are
financial institutions and NEITCO,
NECON etc. are consultancy or-
ganisations. Also, SISls, TIE, NSIC
etc. are training institutions and
several industry associations, en-
trepreneurs associations, NGOs
etc. are always ready for proper

services, tourism etc. and new ar-
eas like IT services, franchising,
export trade. It is to be noted that
economic liberahsation provides
the scope to exportindustrial prod-
ucts from the region to neighbour-
ing countries.

The entire North-East Re-
gion has immense potentiality to
develop through industrialisation.
So, the region should put empha-
sis on resource-based industries.
Developing linkages between in-
dustrial development plan and
agro-horticulture plan should be set
up for perspective of industrialisa-
tion; IT, Tourism, Health care etc.
services sector have to be devel-
oped women entrepreneurship dc-
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greater role in this regard.

All these things will be im-
possible to achieve if government
doesn’t take initiative. Government
has to support industries in some
areas to develop competitive
strength. Government's compre-
hensive intervention is needed in
providing reliable and dependable
infrastructure facilities. They may
also encourage private initiative to
develop infrastructure particularly
in promotion of tourism. Coordi-
nation committee should form for
industrialisation in North-East and
contribution of state Government
can come from any source. Moreo-
ver adequate marketing support
should be make by any means.



otton College - the mention
Cof her evokes unmitigated
reverence across a wide spectrum
of the entire North-East and be-
yond. Nostalgic memories mingle
with contemporary awe and
wodemment. The elderly wax elo-
quent on the glory that was. Her
brand equity is of the highest or-
der. The percents a landmark, old
and hallowed. She spells excel-
lence and has the aura of Success
written all over her. The young and
the old, would all like to partake
of the rich tradition. The uniniti-
ated by walking into her sacred
portals, the old by alluding to the
good times spent in her bower or
if they had missed the bus then, by
extension-through the medium of
the persons of their treasured
wards. That is Glory for you.

Yet, at this juncture, there
arises the need for deep introspec-
tion and unbiased stock-taking. Are
we flogging her impeccable cre-
dentials much too far? Are we
piggy-back riding on the immense
goodwill that she generates ? Does
she still attract the best of talent,
to chum out the productshe is most
associated with-fresh young minds
their skills honed, impatient to get
along with the job at hand? Is she
still sending forth the agents of
positive change, those who perme-
ate into the very depths of civil so-
ciety, leading from upfront? To
anyone with a close association
with her personage, the answers to

THE
CALLING

Manoj Kumar Taiukdar,
Lecturer in Economics

the queries posed arc all too obvi-
ous.

The wake up call is then too
evident. The lime forcomplacence
well past. Tlie hour of action is
upon us. In tiiis fast paced world,
reputation is no guarantee for con-
tinued dominance. Goodwill goes
only thus far and no further. Only
diligent effort and a committed
sense of purp”ose can build on the
success of th(* years gone by assur-
ing her the pride of placc in the
intellectual firament of the region;
a place she so richly deserves.

What Tieeds be done is evi-
dent on observing her station
against the backdrop of the sur-
roundings that she be set. It is as
though society were at the cross
roads with nary an idea, on which
way to turn. \'s if time has passed
it by. Deep in our somnolent rev-
erie we have failed to perceive the
rapid strides humanity has made
unto the bra™e new world, exem-
plified by cutting edge technology,
revolutionar) change in social dy-
namic sand organisation, an ever

widening world view that has the
capacity to enclose within its fold
divergent ideology with its ena-
bling humane approach to conflict
management and the emergence of
an informed awareness about the
symbiotic relationship between
matter, life forms and the natural
ambience.

Herein lies the relevance of
this enduring institution .Her un-
doubted potential for being the har-
binger of radical transformation.
Over the past century she always
took on the onerous task of being
the standard bearer, the catalyst for
change, in all manner of human
endeavour, and the repository from
which could be drawn leaders of
substance-people who did matter.
Her contributions on all of these
counts have been well documented.

The situation demands that
we create the conditions where in-
temational best practices take root.
Where fertile minds are allowed
free play and fmd expression and
fulfilment. Time itis to ensure that
bright
exposed to the winds of change.

impressionable minds are

Emboldened to make an effort at
harnessing their latent talent, to
hone their skills in order that they
may take on whichever task they
have a penchant for.

We need a vision and an ef-
fective blueprint to actualise this
dream. Established departments
have to be refurbished, re-oriented
and at times consolidated. Newer



branches of knowledge have to be
introduced. Micro-electronics and
Software, Bio-technology and Ge-
netics, the New Ethics and Sociol-
ogy, Finance and Management En-
vironmental science and urban
planning,justto name a few. At the
same time we have to lay the foun-
dation for students who aspire to
excel in the disciplines in the fore-
front of science and social dynam-
ics as in oceanography and aero-
space.

The stress on academic ex-
cellence where performance is
judged by preset rules and strait-
jacketed norms is but a minor
player in this scheme of things.
Innovation and novelty are the twin
pillars on which the new approach
would rest. Putting to practice all
that is leamt would be encouraged.
Cerebral pursuits would dominate
over the lure for lucre. Above all
our verdant plain must be refresh-
ing, a funplace. Brimming with
‘bon-hommie’. A place where the
excess baggage of prejudice is dis-
pensed with and the best in our
varied traditions intermingle and
coexist. The task is set and not too
daunting given our strengths.

We are privy to the best of
talent. Cotton College attracts the
brightest young minds from the
hinterland. The most promising
sections ofthe young intellectuals,
knock at her door seeking employ-
ment and an outlet for their crea-
tive instinct. It is for us to accom-
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modate them and ensure their con-
tinued presence within her precints.

The need them is forenlight-
ened leadership. Fortunately, the
modem concept of leadership has
undergone a paridigm shift. Hier-
archy stands discredited and initia-
tive is de-personalised. Dis-aggre-
gated and can emanate for many
where within the organisation.
Ideas and suggestions are adopted
on the basis of merit only.

All of this requires a healthy
respect for the individual and an
attitudinal change. Merit and per-
formance ought to be the only con-
sideration. The road may be long
and winding. The stumbling blocks
aplenty. Yet the task is not impos-
sible. We cannot afford to fail for
we then fail society and She who
gives us sustenance and provides
succour to so many. The future is
bright given the will. Are we read-
ied then? «

The Rhythm
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Deconstruction:

Mausum Baniah

M.A. (Final), Deptt. o fEnglish
n the late 1960's, a movement,

Ideriving its name from

structuralism began to emergc-

Post structuralism. "After"

Structuralism, in terms of time, as

the term can be interpreted at one
level, Poststrucluralism can be seen
carrying forward certain ideas and
issues within Structuralism.
However when the term 'post' is
interpreted as 'after' in the thematic
sense, Poststructuralism begins to
emerge as a break aw’ay from
conventional Structuralism. It turns
certain insights of Structuralism
against itself and points to certain
fundamental inconsistencies in
method, which the structuralists
could not correct. In his w'ritings
on Saussure, Derrida shows where
Saussure failed to grasp the full
significance of his own theories.
However, it is difficult to
understand Poststructuralism in
any opening statement, because of
its multi-faceted nature. What we
have discussed until now is only
the gateway of entering this defuse
and diverse field. Another one, to
begin exploring the topic under
discussion is Deconstruction. It is
one of the main movements within
this stream. Let's discuss a little bit
about this new critical theory.
Jacques Derrida (1930-), the
man with whom Deconstruction is
associated, once asked by a
Japanese friend to suggest a
definition of the term. Derrida said
- "All sentence of the type
‘Deconstruction is X or
Deconstniction is not X', a prior
miss the point, which is to say that
they are at least false. As you know
one of the principal things at strike
in what is called in my text
Deconstruction is precisely "the
delimiting of Ontology and......the
third person present indicative S is
P". Derrida has always resisted

attempts to reduce Deconstruction
to a concept definable in terms of
a method or technique. In order to
put it in a simple way we can say
that, Deconstruction designates a
theory and practice of reading
which claims to 'subvert' or
‘'undenTiine' the assumption that the
system of language provides
grounds that are adequate to
establish the boundaries, the
coherence or unity, and the
determinate meaning of a text.

As we earlier mentioned,
Deconstruction own much to the
theories of Jacques Derrida, among
whose precursors were German
philosophers like Friedrich
Nietzche (1844-1900), who is also
the forerunner of existentialist
thinking, and Martin Heidegger
(1889-1976)- who put some radical
questions on the validity of basic
philosophical concepts such as
'knowledge', 'truth’, and ‘identity".
In this respect, it is also worthy to
mention the name of Sigmund
Freud (1856-1939), whose
psychoanalysis violated traditional
concepts of a coherent human
consciousness and a unitary self
Derrida presents his basic view in
his essay " Structure, Sign and Play
in the Discourse of the Human
Sciences" (1966)- which he was to
follow with three books, all
published in 1967, entitled "Of
Grammatology"”, "Writing and
Difference” and "Speech and
Phenomena".

In his works, Derrida shows
that a text can be read as saying
something quite different from
what it appeal's to be saying, and
that it may read as carrying a



plurality of significance or as
imying many things which are
['undaraentally at variance with,
contradictory to and subversive of
what may be seen by criticism as a
single, stable ‘meaning’. Thus a
text may ‘betray’ itself. A
deconstmctive criticism of a text
reveals that there is nothing except
the text.” In “Of Grammatology”
Derrida makes the now well known
axial proposition that this is so.

JacqiiesperrMa:(1930-~

by aJapmEsefpimdiam

iscallediii:®

Decanstrmtion-is

lead us to a single signified but to
a batch of signified. Chairs of
meaning, interwoven chairs of
meaning, emerge whenever we try
to pin down the relation between
signifier and signified.

Jacques Derrida attacked the
‘logocentrism’ which, by giving
primacy to spieech over writing,
presupposes a fusion between the
signifier and tlie signified. Derrida
gives primal” to writing, where the

ikiid::persm:pre:s-eMfmdicd”e::Sis:-~MA

it in a simple way we can say 'that, D
i“ddingwhi™-~tAnisM -st”*vertyOt: "}
provides .gmunds that @¥ndequate to establish the boimdaries, mhe coherence or unity,.

That is, one cannot evaluate,
criticize or construe a meaning for
a text by reference to anything
external to it.

However, we can say that,
Structuralism reached out to take
control of all things as a science of
signs, but Deconstruction
punctures this ambition. It does so
by displaying instability of
signification. If we look up the
word ‘chair’ in the dictionary, we
will find ourself wandering from a
‘movable four legged seat’ to talk
of professional posts, positions,
chairmanship, sedans or poles, and
the like. So, the ‘signifier’ doesn't

realisation of the meaning is
always postponed by the very fact
that it will always be read and
reintcipreted in the future. This fact
separates the signified from the
signifier temporally. The meaning
is ‘deferred’, and Derrida coined
the word ‘difference’to express the
dual spatial ‘difference’ and
temporal ‘deferment’ detaching the
sign from the full presence of its
meaning. He denies that writing is
secondary :0 speech or doubles the
gap between signifier and signified.
Where Rousseau regarded writing
as a supple ment to speech, Deirida
sees it as both taking the place of

n 5

speech and adding to it. His general
position as a philosopher, however,
is to discard ‘hierarchiar
formulation of relationship by
firstly reversing them and then
disposing of the reversal. In
literature this process of
‘deconstruction’ enables us to
identify when and where a text
breaks the framework it seems to
make for itself and thus
disintegrates.

[said”™ All sentence, of

'iJxe delimiting of Ontology and...... -the

a theory and practice-of

Derrida carries his logic still
further to suggest that the language
ofany discourse is at variance Vtith
itself and, by so being, is capable
of being read as yet another
language. Thus, hypothetically,
one may conceptualize an endless
regression of dialectical
interpretations and reading without
any stable, essential meaning. In
short, a text may possess so many
different meanings that it cannot
have a meaning. There is no
guaranteed essential meaning. An
immediate deconstructive practice
would be to question the foreign
sentence by asking what is meant



by ‘guaranteed,” ‘essential’ and
‘meaning’ in that context.

Jonathan Culler (1944-), the
author of “Struct- uraUst Poetics”
(1975) and “The Pursuit of Signs”
(1981), has attempted to examine
the intelligibility of literary works,
thatis to say the ways in which they
make sense, the way in which
readers have made sense of them.
Literary studies cannot have as
their prime aim an understanding
ofthe meaning ofindividual works.
The concern of criticism is to
discover how this happens.
Deivergence of interpretation
presents a useful challenge. For the
function of criticism is to ‘analyse
the interpretive operations that
produce these disagreements.’
Thus Culler’s application of
Structuralist thinking is not to the
text directly, but to the reader and
the act of reading. He seeks to
formulate the system of
conventions and rules which is
brought into play when a reader
interprets a text.

The American scholar Paul
De Man (1919-83) locates
‘literariness’ in the exercise of the
‘autonomous’ potential of
language’rooted in the fact that the
relationship between word and
thing is ‘not phenomenal but
conventional.” He argues that
‘resistance to theory is a resistance
to the use of language about
language.’ He locates literariness
in use of language which gives
primacy to the rhetorical over the
grammatical and logical function.
This means that the text will
contain elements insusceptible to

being decoded grammatically.
Indeed the interplay of the
rhetorical with the grammatical
leaves a residue that resists
rendering of its significance.
Reading involves unsettling
confidence in the adequacy of
grammatical and logical analysis
by pursuing the questions thrown
up in examination of the rhetorical
dimensions. That these questions
are ultimately unanswerable is
illustrated by De Man in his essay
“The Resistance to Theory”,
where fanciful reading are
suggested of the word “Fall” in the
title of Keats's “The Fall of
Hyperion” : suppose the ‘Fall of
Hyperion’ is read as the ‘Fall’
(failure) ofthe earlier version of the
poem “Hyperion” and so on.

Other Deconstructive
theories have been elaborated by
Geoffrey Hartman, J.Hillis Miller
and Barbara Johnson. In “The
Critical Difference” Barbara
Johnson analyses the network of
differences in both literary and
critical texts, and deconstructs
Roland Barthes's celebrated
analysis of Balzac's “Sarrasine”,
in  which he applies the
implications of his distinction
between the readerly and the
writerly text. Basically, Johnson
shows that Barthes makes his
‘writerly” analysis by making the
story ‘readerly’ and that Barthes
constructs castration as the
meaning of the story in a way
which “Sarrasine” refuses.

J. Hiilis Miller, one of the
leading American Deconstruc-
tionalist critic, is known for his

application of this type of critical
reading to prose fiction. In his
essay “Theory Then and Now”
(1991) Miller says that any literary
text, as a ceaseless play of
‘irreconcilable’ and
‘Contradictory” meaning, is
‘indeterminable” and
‘undecidable’, hence, that all
reading is necessarily misreading.”

However, it is difficult to
discuss ail the features and aspects
of such a large and complicated
school of criticism. What we have
tried here is to spotlight certain
demeanour and the views of
various Deconstructionalist critics
starting from the Jacques Derrida
to J. Hillis Miller. At last, we can
just say that Deconstruction is
nothing, but a way of analysing a
text from linguistic view point. It
is a developed form of another
famous school of criticism, which
is known as Structuralism.

Reference Books :

1. David Lodge (ed) ;
Modem Criticism and Theory.

2. Frank Lentriccha : After
the New Criticism

3. J.A. Cuddon ; A
Dictionary of Literary Terms and
Literary Theories

4. Peter Berry : Beginning
Theory

5.M.H. Abrams; A Glossary
of Literary Terms.

6. Terry Eagleton : Literary
Theory : An Introduction.



n the history of western theatre,
I theatre continously responded to
the changing religious beliefs and
socio-political events of major pur-
port. However, it is somewhat sur-
prising that the classical Indian
theatre which has a history of more
than 2000 years, has been consist-
ently following models prescribed
in the Natyashastra.

Today, whatever we know of
the traditional values of Indian ait
and Indian aesthetics is the result
of the last one century of conscious
effort to study these values, that
have been living in remote pock-
cts for centuries, but the literary
world that have survived make no
mention about the time of their
creation. In such a situation, two
major treatises on dramaturgy,
'Natyashastra' by Bharatamuni and
‘Abhinavabharati’ by
Abhinavaguptapada serve as Ught-
houses to infer the period and his-
tory of the development of various
dramatic forms, styles of acting
and aesthetics of play productions,

In Natyashastra, the author
Bhai-atamuni mentions that
Brahma created Natya Veda by
carefully selecting and incorporat-
ing dramatic elements taken from
four existing Vedas. Natyashastra
is a voluminous collection of ob-
servations and rules concerned in
the main with the production of
drama iind training of the actors,
poets, play writes. For instance,
Dasharupaka chapter describes 10
types of playscripts, which include
one act plays, 4 to 5 act plays and
5 to 10 act plays. Natyashastra

written approximately in 500 B.C.,
pinpoints awonderful synthesis of
the two apparently conflicting
views of life; one the deep yeam-
ing for the life of the spirit, and
another, the total acceptance ofthe
life of senses. Great hterature says,
man make i\ri to cultivate and cul-
ture his self Taking this idea into
consideration, the purpose and
function of art or for that matter
theatre can be assessed as follows
- Art, according to the
Brahmanical thought, helps man to
move a step forward in experienc-
ing a state ofbeing which was more
or less sin:ular to the experience of
bliss, which arose from his reali-
sation of the uliimate truth. Thus,
for the traditional Indian artist, re-
gardless of the field in which he
worked, artistic creation was the
supreme means of realising the uni-
versal being. Art also has the spe-
cial power to attract and commu-
nicate with people keeping this in
mind, let us understand the purpose
of theatre a little more clearly
through the words of Brahma
stated in the first chapter of
Natyashastra — "I shall make a
fifth Veda on Natya with the semi-
historical tales (Itihasa) which will
conduce to duty (Dharma), wealth
(Artha) as well as fame; will con-
tain good counsel and collection of
traditional maxims, will give guid-
ance to the future as well, in all
their actions; will be enriched by
all authoritative works (Shastras)
and will give review of iill arts and
crafts. This will teach duty to those
who go against duty, love to those

ASPECTS OF
CLASSICAL

INDIAN
THEATRE

Madhur Kankana Roy
M.A. Final Year (Eng, Dept.)



In Natyashastra, the
author Bharatamuni
mentions that Brahma
created Natya Veda by
carefully selecting and
incorporating dramatic
elements takenfrom four
existing Vedas.
Natyashastra is a volu-
minous collection of
observations and rules
concerned in the main
with the production of

i drama and training of
the actors, poets, play
writes. For instance,

" Dasharupaka chapter
describes 10 types of
playscripts, which in-
clude one actplays, 4 to
5 actplays and 5 to 10
actplays. Natyashastra
written approximately in
500 B.C., pinpoints a
wonderful synthesis of
the two apparently con-
flicting views oflife; one
the deep yearningfor
the life of the spirit, and
another, the total accept-
ance ofthe life ofsenses.

who are eager for its fulfilment. It
will chastise those who are ill-bred
orunruly........ Drama will be in-
structive to all, through actions and
states depicted in it and through
sentiments arising out of it."

According to Dr. A.B. Keith,
a classical Indian drama is the imi-
tation or representation of the con-
ditions or situations in which per-
sonages the who form the subject
of treatment are placed from time
to time by means of gesture,
speech, costume and expression.
One version of the defmition adds
that the situations must be such as
to produce pleasure or pain. This
very fact distinguishes drama from
a poem, because drama being a
spectacle delights eyes and ears.
Hence the term Rupa or Rupaka is
generally applied to the drama, for
it denotes the object of vision. It
consists of three basic elements -
Vastu, the plot; Neta, the charac-
terization; and Rasa, the impact of
the play in performance. The plot
consists of narrative - Itivritta, a
story which is revealed gradually
to sustain the interest of the audi-
ence. When the story (Kathavastu)
is selected from Vedic, mythologi-
cal or historical source, it is called
Prakhyata (known); purely original
Kathavastu is named Kalpita (im-
aginary) and the mixture of the
two, Mishra.

Including the mentioned
above, Natyashastra refers to vari-
ous chapters which deals with style
ofacting - Abhinaya, characteriza-
tion of Nayika; the Nayak; their
changing relationships with each

N AN
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other that relates to a minute study
of psychology and sociology of
human behaviour; types of Nayak;
various characteristics of 10
Rupakas from the point of view of
the plot, characterisation, emo-
tional experience and the special
features of each type.

Thus, one can very easily
understand the importance and sig-
nificance of Natyashastra in its in-
fluence on theatre in modem times
in various forms. The period of
Natyashastra considered by the
scholars around 500 B.C. is close
to Brahmanical and early epic pe-
riod. According to Brahmanical
thought, all creative activities are
aimed at generating the interaction
between the visible world of man
and the invisible world of ideas,
imagination, thoughts and images.
Thus, the subject is also the sub-
ject ofcreation. And this act of self
observation, which is considered to
be the key point of all ancient arts,
is further given importance in thea-
tre by extending dramatic literature
to stage through the actor.

In his quest for a flawless,
pcrfect and all encompassing form,
Bharatamuni made creative use of
all existing artistic disciplines,
whether it be classical dance, ver-
bal discipline of recitation or clas-
sical music.

Natyashastra including 10
types of dramatic scripts, their spe-
cific structures and relationship
with specific emotional experience
explain that the dramatic entertain-
ment was the most important, the
basic need and attracted all status
of society. o
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ymbol of the creation and de
Sstruction of the universe, final
release from the bondage of the
world, upsoaring spirit of man, is
Shiva, the propitious one, in whom
all things have their being. Count-
less, indeed are his manifestations.
The finest concept of the deep sig-
nificance underlying the Indian
dance is the manifestation of Shiva
as the Nritya-murti(— Supreme
dancer.) In ancient sculpture the
form flawlessly personified the two
fundamental conflicts of creation
and destruction, the tenderness and
terribleness of the living world.
Shiva - The supreme dancer
is also called "Nataraja” The ideal
of Lord Nataraja is familiar to eve-
ryone. He has four hands, and the
left leg is lifted up in a dancing
position and this Nataraja statue or
ideal is also known as "Natesh
Murti”- but this is the South Indian
statue of Lord Nataraja. The statue

Bahnishikha Dey

of Lord Nataraja is different m As-
sam. The Assamese statue of the
"Supreme Dancer" has ten hands
with ten different weapons in each
hand, and here he dances on Nandi-
brishav with the right leg lifted in
a dancing position.

The dance of Shiva repre-
sents God* five activities; Srishti
(creation), Sthiti (preservation),
Laya or Samhara (destruction).

Amegraha (protection or salvation,
the release from bondage) and
Tirobhava (embodiment of the
turning of the eternal wheel of life
and death). These activities are de-
picted in Hinduism by the other
Gods as Brahma (the creator),
Vishnu (the preserver), Rudra (the
destroyer), Paramashiva or
Maheshwara (the protector) and
Sadashiva or Mahanta (the em-
bodiment).

The Ganga, whose turbulent
waters were caught upon the head
of Shiva, embodies the Chitshakti
(that which is deathless proceed-
ing from heaven to earth). From the
drum all essential sounds are bom
and all languages are created. The
fire represents knowledge, the lo-
tus upon which Shiva stands is the
heart of every man, and Muyalaka
upon whom he dances is identifies
as the six enemies of enlighten-
ment - Kama, Krodha, Lobha,

Moha, Mada, Matsarya - Desire,
Anger, Greed, Delusion, Ego and
Jealousy. Infact, it is the soul of the
individual who struggles to free
himself from the inevitable bonds
of worldly existence. The lifted
foot denotes the freedom of the
soul. The frame of fire around the
dancing form shows the universe
all spring from and returning to the
One. The arch and the dancing fig-

ure are also interpreted as the
Panchakshara (na-ma-shi-va-ya,
salutation to Shiva) connected
symbolically with the sacred sound
Om (). The syllable 'Om' which
is the symbol of Brahman, stands
for the manifested world, the past,
the present and the future as well
as the unmanifested absolute.

In the bronze of Nataraja in
the South, marvellous, indeed is the
synthesis of deep philosophy and
visual expression. Even today the
figures of Nataraja is an inspiring
representation in art, of the message
of eternal life, serene and absolute.

It is said, "The supreme one
dances in the soul, scatters the
darkness of illusion (maya), bums
all impurities (Karma), stamps
down evil thoughts (mala, anava,
avidya) showers grace and with
compassion seeps the soul in the
ocean of bliss (ananda).

And again, "out of the hand

NATARAJA

Im .A. Final year (Education)

that shakes the drum arises crea-
tion, protection proceeds from the
hand that blesses, from the hand of
fire proceeds destruction, the feet
upraised gives liberation, the foot
placed upon the ground suppresses
all darkness."

The dance of Shiva depicts
the vigorous, masculine, eternal
dance, the creation, maintenance
and dissolution of the universe.



ssamese Society in the 19th and

the 20th Century witnessed a
new phase of progress and develop-
ment. This has been attributed by
social scientists to be the result of a
three fold impact o f: (a) British ad-
ministration and western education;
(b) the propaganda and activities of
the missionaries; and (c) the impact
of the so-called Bengal Renaissance.
Itis also in the interplay of the three
closely related forces of economic,
governmental and missionary objec-
tives that a process of social change
began to emerge in the region. In this
article we shall focus on progress of
higher education which brought
about social change in Assam and
the role of Cotton College therein.
Many may question the relevance of
this write-up at a time when we are
celebrating the centenary of the in-
stitution. But we feel that a knowl-
edge of the past, to understand its
present and plan for its future is both
contextual as well as important, and
hence its relevance in today’s world.
The introduction of western
i?ducation and its progress in Assam,
was one of the main factors that her-
alded a social change in the region.
It passed from the stage, ofreligious
and secular knowledge in the tols
and pathsalas, through the medium
of Sanskrit and confined to the
priestly classes, scribes and a few
confined to the government, to first,
the elite find then the masses. In As-
sam the two main agencies for the
spread of education were the : ()
British government and (b) the
Chnstian Missionaries. And as early
as 1828 the process of establishing
schools began in right earnest. In
1834, Jenkins Government declared
education to be a governmental re-
sponsibility. And in 1835 an English
school was established at Gauhati

EDLICATION,
SOCIAL
CHANGE
AND
CDTTDN
COLLEGE
IN THE
2C3TH
CENTURY

Dr. Lopita Nath
Deptt. of History

(Guwahati now). This school had pa-
trons like the Raja of Cooch Bihar,
Dayaram Baruah, Juggoram
Phukan, The Sadar Amin of
Guwahati, who made large contri-
butions for its development. The
Gauhati school, as il came to be
known, with its increasing enrol-
ment, worked towards the beginning
of a new era in the progress of edu-
cation among the Assamese people.

The spread of higher educa-
tion in Assam did not receive much
momentum till 1864. Early in 1858
The Gauhati school was affiliated to
the entrance examination of the Cal-
cutta University and in 1961, two
students were successful from the
school. However, since 1855 the de-
mand for a college in Assam was
raised among the official circles. In
1866, the collegiate section was
opened at Gauhati school under Cal-
cutta University. But the expenditure
incurred did not compensate the re-
sults and the number of successful
candidates deteriorated. The govern-
ment v/as compelled to close the
collegiate school.

The failure of the collegiate
experiment did not lessen the de-
mands. That collegiate education
was the key by which doors of the
offices could be opened was realised
by the Assamese elidst class. The
movement for the establishment of
a college in Assam gained momen-
tum toward the close of the nine-
teenth century. Under the earnest
effort of leaders like Manick
Chandra Baruah and the then Chief
Commissioner of Assam Sir Henry
John Steadman Cotton, the dream of
a College in Assam became a real-
ity. On 25th June, 1900, the Gov-
ernment of India gave its approval
for the establishment of a socond
grade College at Gauhati, on 27th



May 1901, Cotton College was for-
mally inaugurated by Sir Henry
Cotton, with FM. Sudmerson as the
founder Principal of the college.

The progress of education and
the development of higher education
in Assam had its impact on the soci-
ety of the region. The greatest im-
pact was felt in creating an aware-
ness for education. This awareness
for the development of education
soon developed into a great enthu-
siasm. As remarked by Sudmerson
at the establishment of Cotton Col-
lege. "The College was but a tin
house .... And the hostel a barrack
yet enthusiasm was more potent in
things educational than fine build-
ings .... | doubt if any educational
institution in the world has had more
anxiety expended upon it by those
who were sponsors at its birth, or by
those who succeeded to the
guardianship.” This enthusiasm was
apparent when the college showed
remarkable success in the university
results, leading to its upgradalion in
1909.

Education also created an
awareness against evil social cus-
toms and caste and religious preju-
dices prevailing in the society. Caste
considerations in the matter of food
was also prevalent in the Cotton Col-
lege hostels in the early years. Food
for the Hindu hostels had to be pre-
pared by ‘twice born' or Brahmin
cooks, and when not available the
boarders trekked long distances to
the Hindu Hotel at Fancy Bazar,
Steamer Ghat, to have their meals.
Further Hindu and Muslim Board-
ers were housed in different hostels.
Most of the Hindu students of the
College were from the upper castes.
The spread of higher education
among the lower castes and tribal
were also very slow. Caste preju-

dices were also very much rampant
in the Hindu hostels, as evident from
the embarrassing situation faced by
Omeo Kumar Das of a lower caste,
who took admission in 1912. But as
in many other occasions, Cotton
College also stood as a first in bat-
tling caste prejudices. Students like
Dhaniram Talukdar, Kamaleshwar
Baruah, Hamath Barua, Gopi
Bezbarua and others helped Das to
fight against their prejudices was
roommates, Ballabh Hazarika,
Girish Chandra Barua and others of
higher castes stood by him showing
aremarkably progressive outlook by
standing against caste prejudices.
The progress of education
prepared the ground for the flores-
cence of Assamese Literature. In-
spired by the Bengali renaissance
and English romantic literature
many lyrics, short stories, ballads,
novels, plays and articles came to be
written. Lakshminath Bezbarua,
HemChandra Goswami and others,
through their writings emerged as
spokesmen for social reform, hitdng
out against class and caste preju-
dices, and hypocrisy of the orthodox
Assamese Society, and in favour of
women's education. Newspapers
like Jonaki, Banhi, Mau, emerged as
harbingers of a new trend. Cotton
College also followed in the same
trend. In 1907, three manuscript
magazines edited by students
emerged - the 'Seuti' in Assamese,
’Arun’in Bengali, and 'Morning' in
English. In the same wave the cot-
ton College branch of 'Asomiya
Bhaxa Unnati Sadhini Sabha,” and
Assam Socio Literacy Club started
functioning 'Seuti' emerged as a
strong mouthpiece containing arti-
cles by noted writers like
Dimbeswar Neog. Siddeswar
Gohain, and others. Articles written

by professors and students of Cot-
ton College were published from
time to in 'Jonaki' and 'Banhi'. The
mouthpiece of the Assam Student
Association 'Milan' had as its editor
Dimbeswar Neog. The executive
committee of 'Milan' had its meet-
ings in the Cotton College Hindu
Hostel. The Cotton College Maga-
zine also served as an important
mouthpiece of the students and
teachers of the college. These writ-
ings ranging from Philosophy, to
religion to Social development re-
flected the role of Cotton College as an
institution of social change in Assam.

The period also witnessed a
change in attitude in favour of wom-
en's education. The near lack of edu-
cation among women, it was real-
ised, was an obstacle to social
change. Although efforts were made
by the missionaries, social prejudice
stood in the way of aprogress in this
direction. Even the initiative taken
by Gunabhiram Barua and
HemChandra Barua, among others
were not too successful. But the 20™
century saw a definite progress in
this direction under the aegis of Cot-
ton College. As early as 1924 (6™
Sept.) a debating competition was
held with the topic - "That the sta-
tus and occupation of women should
be similar to those of men." This was
evidence of the change in attitude.
But it was only in the thirties (1933)
that the first girl students, Ushalata
Bhattacharyya and Lila Dewri were
admitted to the College. Earlier in
1927, Amol Prabha Das was refused
admission on the grounds that there
was no provision for co-education
in the college. Again in 1929, Sujata
Roy, the daughter of Prof. P.C. Roy
studied for sometime as an LA. and
B.A. student on special considera-
tion, but went on to complete both



the courses from Calcutta. Although
regular enrolment of girls started
only in 1933, the trend was a pre-
cursor for later developments, when
enrolment of girls in the college be-
gan to increase day by day. To ac-
commodate the girl students the
Surah E White Memorial hostel was
opened in Sept. 1937. In 1940 when
Prof. Kamala Roy joined the Deptt.
of Botany as the first lady teacher
of the College, it was as if the ini-
tiative towards women emancipation
in Assam had come full circle. Soon
givls not only began to participate
in College activities but also com-
pete with the boys marking a defi-
nite change in an otherwise tradition
bound conservative society.

The 20" century which saw
the progress of higher education in
Assam with the eslablishment of
Cotton College added a new dimen-
sion to the social History of the re-
gion. Education opened the portals
to a new civilization and those who
would avail its benefits were charged
with a new spirit of nationalism, lib-
eralism and a new attitude to life.
An article in the 'Cottonian' of 1941,
although written with another mat-
ter in view, opines that, there was
an 'awakening of a spirit of enquiry
and consciousness of criticism in our
brothers and sisters" in a society
"bajied upon age-old sanction of tra-
dition and conception of authority".
Thi'i spiritof enquiry and conscious-
ness was reflected in the change in
attitude of the students of the col-
lege, specially in their participation
dunng the Freedom Struggle when
they rallied "under the common
banner of Freedom, peace and
progress.” During times of common
danger.

Yet we cannot ignore the fact

that the growth of the college was
hampered by the decision not to con-
vert Cotton Colk-ge into a potential
University. It was a great disappoint-
ment to the enlightened circle of
Assam in general and the staff of
Cotton College. Furthermore, as of
all the colleges aifiliated to the Cal-
cutta University none had greater
opportunities of special useful stud-
ies : linguistic, literary, historical,
archeological, ethnological, eco-
nomical and geological. A separate
University of Gcuhati was estab-
lished in 1948. It was the opinion of
many that the conversion of Cotton
College to a potential University
would have helped a more vigorous
academic growth as well as social
progress in Assam. Even today this
is one of the most cherished hopes
of the Cottonians, to see the College
as a University in Assam.

However, wc cannot deny that
Cotton College has stood and is still
standing as a mo~'ement of Social
progress in a land <fdiverse ethnic,
linguistic, social and economic
problems. Social awareness reached
a new level and a critical spirit
emerged in many of the educated
helped which to bring Assam into
the mainstream of Indian life dur-
ing the next century. As remarked
by Nehru, way back in 1937.".........
you and I live in an age of transi-
tion. The world is passing through a
process of complete change and it
is upto you, the .students........... to
take part, and effect those changes.
If we do not think straight we can-
not work straight and at a time when
the world is at the turning of ways,
we require straight thinking, above
evei~thing. | want you therefore,
young men, to think about the fu-
ture and the burden that will be upon

you, train your mind and body so
that although we may have weak-
nesses, | shall have no doubt that the
mind of men, which is a pride of
humanity will grow ever and ever”
(cottonian, 1938). This remark has
a bearing even today in an age of
change and rapid globalization, spe-
cially for the students of this insti-
tution. The role of Cotton College
as an institution of social change in
Assam, should thus be assessed in
an age of conflict and turmoil when
many elements of the past and tra-
dition bound society existed side by
side with new trends and ideas which
were in the process of evolution.
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Out of each pain
Which N'e donot mention

A chestnut tree grows up

And remains mysterious behind us.
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All her hair

In one long yellow string | wound

Threti times her little throat around

And stragled her......
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The Steel Bangle

Ananya Saikia
H.S, 2ndYr.

“Yes, lwilldo thejob”,said Rohan,

“Viell done Rohan, | knew you would do the
job. You have just to board the bus AS-01D 9370 at
Guwahatiand getdown atJakhalabandhaleaving the
bag I'll give you in the bus itself. Its easy job, butit
will field much, We can frighten of the government
and m.'ike itconcede to ourdemands”, said the gang
leader Bhargav,

"W hen will the work be done?" asked Rohan.

“Tomorrow at6:30 am you will board the bus
and place thebag-bomb there," replied Bhargav. "Then
justbeforeembarking from the busyou will switchon
the bomb, which will burst. Three hours later when
the busis full."

"AH right,Boss", said Rohan picking up the fa-
tal bag and heading towards the door. "Good bye and
wish me luck."

"W ill Arihana everunderstand it? I don't think
s0.Shewasalwaysagainstevery sortofterrorism and
violence," thought Rohan as the bus headed to
Jakhalabandha from Guwahati. "She was very much
against,ofmy association with Bhargav. Oh! whata
row we had when I refused to avoid Bhargav. | had to
move heaven and earth to pacify her." His lips form ed
avery smileasheremembered Arihana, hissweetheart.
“She can be quiet an old grandmother sometimes.
Thank god that she isnothere, otherwise she would
have guessed what |l was going to do.Yes,Arihana is
very importantto me, butthisis importanttoo. Only
by frightening the government, we can achieve our
ends. Only by thiswecan achieve freedom and liber-
ate Assam.

ThemoreRohan thoughtofthe unjustGovern-
mentthemore he became determined to fulfil the task
the militant conflict had given him to accom plish at
which hehad waveredabitatthe thoughtofArihana.

"Yes,malamjustcoming,” called back Arihana
to hermother's frantic calls. She was ather maternal
uncle'shouse in Nagaon, when due to certain change
ofplanssheand herfamily had to goto Moran. They



werejustaboutto go andeveryone was atthecourt-
yard bidding fond farewellsto Arihana’s family.

“Nooneisathome. Thank God, thateveryone
isinthecourtyard. Now aquick callto Rohan," mused
Arihana,asshe punched the numbers into the phone,

"Hello!" came afemale voice from theotherend.

“Hello!can I please speak to Rohan?" quipped
Arihana.

"l am sorry, but Rohan is notathome. May |
know who is calling," said the voice from the other
and Arihana abruptly cut the phone. Gosh! what ill
luck! Why on earth did that female Hitler-Rohan's
motherhad to pick up the phone. My, my, my!How |
am scared of her. And that Rohan, he couldn't have
chosen abettertime to be absent from house" grum -
bled Arihana as she made herway towards the court-
yard and waved heruncle, auntand cousins goodbye
and boarded the white Maruti van belonging to her
youngestuncle, which made its way towardsthe bus
stop, a little distance away.

“Alljob done. Now foracup oftea.” Thought
Rohan pleased athaving planted the bag successfully
atthe mostconvenientplace without attracting any-
one'snotice. He looked athis watch and yawned, 7:20
a.m. Quietearly fora late riser like me, and feeling
very pleased with himselfhe made hisway towards a
roadside hotel forarefreshing cup oftea.

"Here arethe tickets. Thebus itselfwillbecoming
in a few minutes. It's a day super coming from
Guwahati to Dibrugarh. No. AS-01 D9370." said
Arihana'suncleashehanded the ticketsoverto herfather.

Asthebusspedaway from Nagaon, Arihana let
herfacebeplaced atsuch an angle thatitishitmerci-
lessly by the wind, a feeling she greatly enjoyed. She
was sitting with her father, while herelder sister was
sitting with theirmotherin the frontseat. Both ofthe
sister's, ArihanaandA arti liked to sitnearthe window
and the fight always ended thus, both of them sitting
separately. Aarti waselderto Arihana by three years,
butthey werethe bestfriendsever. Arihanawould dis-
close all hersecretsto Aartiincluding Rohan. And she
always advised Arihana wisely.

Thebussooncameto Bukakhatand the driver
halted the bus so thathe could stretch his legs while
the passengers had some refreshments. Asevery one
stretched themselves to getoutofthebus, there was a
loud noise 'Boom "o AN

Sahh! Sahh!look the terrorists have struck again
will they neverrest? W hatdo they gain by killing in-
nocentpeople” said Rohan's fatherashepoweredover
the newspaper,

“These lot! they are horrible. God will surely
punish them fortheirsins," replied Rohan's mother,

Rohan who wasinthenextroom cringed as he
heard thosewords, butagainheremembered thewords
he had read in Jane Eyre when Mr, Rochestor while
declaring his love forJane said thatGod rewards and
punishesthroughhisown instruments,i.e.,the human
brings them selves, which in this case, Rohan mused
was he -he was the punisher - God’s instrument to
punish people fortheirmisdeeds,

Asheentered the living room, his parents had
meanwhile deserted itand the papercarrying the news
was lying limply on the sofa.He didn'twantto look at
the newspaper,buthiseyes strayed towardsitand sud-
denly they saw something which immediately drew
his attention. The big coloured photograph atthe front
page ofthe newspaper. Something initlooked famil-
iar very familiar. But what. Oh yes! The dress. He
knew thatdress, lightblue with white roses. Arihana
often woreitand she really looked heavenly init. Her
serene face wentbeautifully with the lightblue dress.
Now thatsame lightblue dressadorned abloody body.
The face was distorted beyond recognition, but the
hand-the righthand. Herecognised it. The samehand
with its soft fingers had pressed into his many a time
with assurance. The steelbangle which had hurthim
inhischeek when he had pulled heroverto him and
she in herturn had lost herbalance and fell on him,
the sharp edge inthebangle making acuton his face,
'‘No,itcan'thel’

After a few days Rohan recovered and made
his way towards Arihana's house. Soon he reached
there but he couldn't bring himself to look into the



house. Butwhen atlasthe looked towards the house,
he was surprised beyond words. He rubbed his eyes,
buthestill saw the thing which he had lastexpected to
see - Arihana herself. She was sitting in an armchair.
Asifhypnotised, hemade hiswaytowardsthe house,
0j*ened the gate and looked into the unmoving figure.
The torso wasindeed of Arihana. Butonly the figure
belonged to a girl named Arihana, all the other fea-
Uixes relating to ithave disappeared. No smile in her
lips which would light up hereyes. The eyes - they
w'ere glazed, they didn't seem to look athim. Infact
ttiley were fixed on eternity.
“Arihana,isthatreally you. Ithoughtthatthat. "

Mdgot:ddW

: "She was dead," a voice finished Rohan's un-
finished sentence.

Rohan looked up and saw Arihana's father,
Rohan opened his mouth to say something but no
wordscame out, instead his fatherspoke.

“The bomb blast took away all the things that
evermattered to her. Hersister,hermother." His eyes
grew misty as he spoke. "The bus had halted in
Bukakhatand both ofushad gotdown from the bus
and had gone to thenearesthotelto freshen ourselves.
Nosoonerhad wereached the bathrooms ofthe hoiel

we heard the bombast. We rushed outside, the blast
had divested the whole bus. The impactwas so great
thatmany ofthe nearby shops were also in shambles.
Assoonaswerushed outside, we saw the ill fated bus
with itsill-fated passengers; and among them weremy
wifeand myeldestdaughter. They weredead. Ariwhen
she saw herdead sisterand mother lostall hersenses
and when she regained her senses, she became a liv-
ing corpse.”

He stopped and looked athisyoungerand only
daughter and helped her from the chair and bought
hertothe living room.Rohan silently followed them .

Once Arihana was made comfortable, her fa-

among them

werei*ud.

theragain said, "thatday they both were fighting over
their dresses and Aarti died in Ari’s dress. Someone
told me that her photo has appeared in newspapers,
May be you mistook her for Ari. So saying he went
inside.

Rohan was bewildered beyond measure. He
kneeled down before Arihana and looked into hereyes.
ButArihanawasnotlooking athim. He followed her
gaze and found herlooking into apicture ofabeauti-
ful girl very much like Arihana, all posed up and in
herrighthand gleamed a steel bangle. ¢
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Mitashree Sharma

Ifred, why don't you say anything to jack.
AYou have seen how spoilt he has become.
He bunks schools, goes to the cinema, keeps bad
company and what not. | want you to cane him
Alfred ! Alfred! Arc you listening? Stormed Jack's
mother, Mrs. Joan Scott "Yes, hloney," replied
Jack's father Mr. Alfred Scott. hHe was reading a
newspaper and wasn't paying much attention.

"Alfred", shouted Joan, snatching the news-

paper, "l received a letter from the head master.

He said that Jack always bunks school now a
days."

"What! why didn't you tell me earlier?" Told
Mr.
do."

Scott. "Let him come home and see what |

"Trrring"....... "Trrring", rang the telephone.
It was from school. Jack hadn't arrived that day
too.

Mr. Scott got extremely infuriated and paced
up and down the room, grumbling and grudging.

It was late in the afternoon when Jack ar-
rived, dirty and ragged

"Hi mom, Hi Dad" said Jack as he whistled
upstairs. But Mr. and Mrs. Scott caught him and
brought him down. They raged upon him and
scolded him for negligence of studies when Jack
started sobbing.

They were surprised. Jack never cried. As
they looked at him puzzled, he began, "Mom, |
was waiting for the bus as usual on the pavement.
The bus was late today. Suddenly a big black car
appeared from the highway. It stopped beside me
and four big black men stepped out. They had
big black eyes and big black beard. They caught
me and gagged me and put me into the car. As
they drove me in the car, | saw big black pistol
with them." "They took me to a big black house
and put me into a big black room. They tied my
hands and feet. | began to cry. Then suddenly
one of the men took out a pistol and pointed at
me and.......cooeeeeeeeenenn. and......cccovvvneeenn. " stam-
mered Jack.

" And what, son?" exclaimed his parents.

"And that was why | missed school, Dad,"
he said mischievously. ¢
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ETERNITY

[twas5 O'clock inthe morning. Grandpacame
outofthebathroom and gradually moved towards the
table near his bed and picked up his spectacles lying
onit. Then he looked outthrough hiswindow to the
world outside. Itwasacloudy morning. Itseemed that
the suncould notspread itsrays to the earth as the sun
was hidden by the black clouds.

Grandpa's heart grew heavy on looking to the
sky. He gradually walked near to the calendar hang-
ing on the wall. He picked up apen and then marked
a circle ¥l und 29th of Februai®. Then suddenly, his
grand-daughter-Rim,came running to him. Grandpa
was shocked when Rim jumped up to his lap. Rim
was very close to Grandpa. Rim uttered "Grandpa,
won'tyou go to the park formorning walk? Today |
will go with you, please Grandpa." Grandpa then
smiled amiably and took Rim with him to the park.
Grandpa saton the bench. Today he was notwilling
todomorningwalk.Rim wascollecting flowers lying
on the ground. She was very happy to see fog at a
distance. Shenoticed thattoday Grandpawasnotwell
Rim came near him and gazed at grandpa. Grandpa
began "Rim,today is 29th of February isnotit?" Rim
said, "Yes" and then ran after the butterflies through
the mist. Grandpatried to calloutherbutcould notlet
outhisvoice.

"Rim Trivedi, you are her firstcandidate of the
interview", called out the host. Rim was avery jolly
and polite girl. She was discussing something among
hergroup of friends.

Aanganwasoneofthegood friends from child-
hood. Hewasvery simple and emotional and the next
candidate to Rim. Rim was waiting for Aangan out-
side the hall. It was a very sunny day. Both of them
shared their experiences of the interview. Aangan's
interview was good. He thought Aangan could not
believe the situation. He was so shocked that he lost

A N

Maitrayee Sarma
B.Sc. 2nd Year

hisvoice forsome hours. Loneliness gradually began
to kill him and taunthim every moment,

On seeing his condition, his father decided to
arrange hismarriage as soon aspossible.Aanganwas
persuaded to marry by his family members. He got
married buthe could notforgetRim. He used to cel-
ebrate herbirthday every yearwith his family. Aangan
loved Rim so much that he feltthatRim was always
with him. Butafterevery fouryears, on 29th of Feb.,
he used to realise that she was not with him her
eversmiling face used to taunthim now & then.

“Grandpa! Grandpa, itstime forschool,” uttered
Rim. Grandpa was shocked and came to reality. He
saw Rim smiling and thoughtofthe day when he de-
cided to keep hisgrand daughter'sname 'Rim" Hethen
smiled atRim'sinnocentface and gradually look her
towards home. Ifhewould gelthejob then hewould
persuade herto marry him. Rim w'as very polite and
understanding. Aangan liked herinnocentsmile which
she used to wearon her lips everytime.

W hen theresultofthe intei'view came out, both
ofthem gotselected fordifferentjobs. They werevery
happy. Aangan broughtabouquetofflowers forRim
and proposed herto mairy him.Rim accepted hispro-
posal. Both the families were in favouroftheirdeci-
sion. They dccided to marry after establishing them -
selves to theirrespectivejohs,

On 28th of February, Rim celebrated herbirth-
day with Aanganonly. Rim enjoyed aloton thatday.
Aangan hoped that herinnocent smile would last al-
ways. When Rim wenthome, she suddenly felta se-
vere headache. She suddenly fainted and totally lost
her sense. She was taken to the hospital. Aangan on
receiving the news, rushed to theho.spital. He was with
her all the day. Unfortunately doctors could not do
anything. Inspite of their best efforts her condition
detonated and on the nextday she breathed her last,
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Original:"Byartha'(Bengali)
Poet:RabindraNath Tagore
Translated by : Sonika Bokshi

[fthy didnothblessmy soulwith love.
tVhy did thy fillthemorning sky with such songs?

\'[hy arethe starsstringed togetherlike a garland,
W liy isthe bed laid with flowers,
Whydoesthewind fi'om the southwhisperssecretin
every ear?

[fthy did notbless my soul with love.
W liy then the sky gives such glances at my face ?
W hy then each moment
My insane heart sails a boat
Onthatseawhose shoreitdoesnotknow ?

DEATH'S DIRAGE.

Bijoyeta Das
H.S. (Arts)
A little sleep,a silentslumber,
Is kind nature’ssignalofretreat.
A period to sojourn in the land of living,
A gototheterminaljauntacross eternities.
Theebb oflife with firmness suck all divine breath.
Aloud there shallbe the lastcertain call
Andas lcrossthe stygian ferry,
And back I go home.
Friends sing formeno eulogy
Butsing forsure-adirge.
Fordeath-the dream less sleep.

Loneliness.......

Upasana Khound
H.S. 2ndyear
Loneliness. Loneliness..........
as my heart weeps.
The audibility of shattering heart
make me blench; beholding
the unity of cords.
Oh solitude! Is it universal ?
Or my fortune at loggerheads tricking me
to force through solitude.
Ruthless fortune, a desperate cry
make me question who am | ?
Freedom, to seek from the taint of solitude
A companion to befriend is too good.
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Amidstsolitary moments,

of Creeping silence,

Hazzled thoughts reverberates.
In dark chambers

of minds eye,

grotesque pictures formulate,
My pastis gone.

The presentis on,
Butwhatdoes future behold?
May be the dreams
Thatsparide in my eyes.

Fade away to steal off their dazzle,

ofthevoicethatanswerstomy questionofexistence,

Is shrouded

By acanopy of muteness.

The smile thatradiates.

Atmy cause | happiness

[fstrines to wear a freusing attise,
Tough willbe my time,

Hard even for sustenance,

My wings are notso strong,
[can'tcarry ontwo long,

W ith broken wings and aihng heart,

W illmy existence hold on.
W ith the fainthope of a new start?

Sabreen, Jimed
B.A.3 myear,



On Our Way

Ankurita Pathak
Never knowing the reason
We smile cause
The world is ours.
Leaping for the sun.
Yellow dreams flourish
Running through the valley
A river of stars
Quenching the thirst unbound.
Splashing the water of joy
An unending road of cover.
A long way to go ahead and
A march towards tomorrow
Our eyes on the distant horizon
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“Mimag csar ”

SatyaNath Doley
M.Sc. 2nd semester.

Deptt. of Botany.

Ngolu porin kchangc ;

Ngolu mimag Kcbangc ;

Rengam lIcgangc ;

Dungko legangc

Dakko Icgangc

Mimag mola molenye.

Ngolu mising rcngamc turyarye

Ngolu porin kchangc rcngamem luyirye

Ngolu mimag kcbangc dvrbecm bvirenye.

Obonori bidyakdung, siyang anc koyakdung

Apin moko meramlo asi siyad yadadung

Anc abuk pongka pvko jvrvkdo

abung asi bida dung.

Kombong po:lod aycmvl...

Gidmur csar saryemvl...

Ali legang yumc do

Ribi gaseng gcgela

Gome ubon gcgela

Pobor pongkang tvnggela>*'

Ngoluregam lc:ko:yef?

W ficn Naracfisc is (ost

Lakshmi nath Rabha.
T.D.C. ]Jstyear,Deptt. ofEnglish.

There's a wilting flower

rigiit in my heart,

As you left no moisture
making it like a desert.

Now | flutter

like an arrow-striken dove,
As you've vanished in the fog
leaving no more hope.

| don't know whether

You'll come back or not,

But your memory flick my soul
Oh, it's really cold.

Now, | know it's wrong
Even to think of you,

But can | erase your face?
If so, then how.......... ?
Sometimes a flash emerges
making me frenzy,

And my soul flitters
leaving no way to rectify

To An Unknown Friend

Luna Das
“l came, | saw. But.........
Could I conquer?
Or was | conquered?”
A Pair of steel eyes
that forms images blurred.
A lonely chin
with a clouded brow.

The well-known stone face,
That glitters with

every shy smile;

Like the blooming beauty of desert.
That bears blossoms at every tip.
Is it Love? Or illusion smiling at
Grief to cheer her upl

“l wonder,” sighs

the lover of dreams

with downcast moist eyes.

Who desires to be a dew drop
Rather than a golden leaf,
Wants to be seduced.............
Than vanish unnoticed.
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LOTTALO
Mg. Laikhyodhan Taye

DonyiPo;lob du:tvmuvlo
Yumelonged a:tvmvlo
Ngoickodagvladkupe
ayang appunpcpunbikupec
rengam asina: ng lottalottalo.

Malamabegia:pcmang
Scmyang aiyainc diztengko
me:mi;daggom me:hegmang
taniycm dcrya:n ru:namko
Mcngkinsumvio, dungkinsumvlo
Takamcem asina:ng bimonsumvlo
Scvv:rcngamaturkode

asin mc:poldungkode.

Silo,

Taniyc asincm gemangkolo

asin ayangem bimangkolo
Taniyc taorpe badrobdunyg
Soben so:boyurbomdung.
Dcpila,

Sidag ledudoru: tenkumvlo
ru:nchv Ickodangom
Pumbikupc, Punmokupe

asin ayang appunpe

Rcngam asinamg lotta lottalo
Rcngam asinaing lotta lottalo.
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He kindly stopped for me."
(Emily Dickinson)

1 csn
#rcmn i
m AN C/\fm N N
icsln WHfA'55
cm * >PINT iAn 1 A
A "W -Rt.A W crnrn1
Deathconquers all. ii*'SMSIR |
I J t NN (;a/\/\ N
JATOLt% 71 % A,
WRt A fgH

N fem | 1 t o
N(M AN wrft?i
I
“Nfei msife
S[K™wr(?n

11% cxR,
(?fein:MfiRiIiN~CT%n

?ft"5]R" noA M%nCH, CH A
C'ntCW 1 A
>l CA A ACABALT S Eliot-n

"W aste Land"?
N

'

"Here is no water, only rock
Rock and only rock, no water
And the sandy way."
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"Thusthatwhich isthemostawfulofevils,
death isnothing to us. Sincewhen we exist, there
is not death and when there is death, we donot
exist.”

(Eppicurus)
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of brain-drain," through the columns of your
prestigious magazine.

W hat exactly is brain-drain? The flov. of ex-
ceptionally gifted persons & intellectuals from their
native place to anotherasinown’scountry to another.
Brain-drain from India isahuge loss forthe country
intermsofdraniage ofskillsand talents from the coun-
try. W henbrains from ahighly subsidised Indian edu-
cational system leave theirmotherland to serl'e anoth-
er'sinterest, itis certainly a greatloss forthe brmer,
Butwhy exactly thishrain-drain occurs? ltoccursjust
because our government has failed to provide suffi-
cient facilities be ifin the field of highereducation or
employmentopportunity? W hatpeople cherisiitoday
isaheavy walletin theirpockets, an airconditioned
car,atriple-storied flatand a high and luxurious stand-
ard of living which the Indian system has fc.iled to
provide in compcirison to the foreign countries. Ac-
cording to reports, the demands for 1T products is
rising all overtheworld. Assoon astalented students
comeand aftercompletion of theirspecified ¢ Durses,
multi-nationalcompanies areready to locate them. The
ultimate result Brain-drain. Why do you we need to
see this insuch abroad aspectwhen Assam itselfisa
victim ofbrain-drain? A lotoftalented Assamese stu-
dents go outevery yeai* in search of better hchrizons

and mostofthem look back. From one aspect, this is
quite justified. Assam govt, hasnotheen able to pro-
vide sufficientfacilities to students in differentspheres
to keep themselves abreast with the changing times.
They are bound to go out forhigher studies. Lack of
care guidance in adequate are also are reasons for
this out-flow. Butthe question arises, isn'titbetterto
gooutside to testourtalents and capabilities? W hen it
isclearthatouradministration has failed to fulfil our
needs, Isn'titbettertobe allowed to have avision ofa
betterworld outside instead of seeing ourpotentiali-
tiesremaining latent. W hen itisclearthatouradmin-
istration has failed to fulfil ourneeds. Orinotherwords,
wecanputitinthe wordsofDr. Abid Hussain, "lsn't
ithetter to have brain-drain, than brain in drains?"

W hich would you choose, "Brain-drain" or
“Brains in drains?" Asitismy requestto the readers
to mcike efforts to find a solution to this grave prob-
lem .

Thanking you,

Your'ssincerely
SayanikaD utta
B.A. Hnd year,
Dept,of PoLSc.
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Secretarial Report

Jutimala Das

Secy. Ladies’Common Room

I take immense pride and
pleasure in pulling forward my sec-
retarial report for the year 2001-
2002.

During

my tenure as

Secretary, a

long standing

demand of the

female students

was fulfilled

when the per-

manent La-

dies’ Common Room situated at

the ground floor of the Students
Day Home was inaugurated.

During the College week or-
ganised in Jan, 2001, the Ladies'
Common Room section was able
to successfully organise competi-
tions such as flower arrangement,
salad dressing and indoor games
like cairom and chess and the most
attractive "The brides of India"
contest among the enthusiastic fe-
male students of Cotton College
which generated a tremendous and
overwhelming response. For the
convinence ofthe students the La-
dies Common Room has been fur-
nished with curtains, dustbins etc.

Finally, I would like to thank
all the staff of Cotton College, the
members of the Cotton College
Union Society and above all the
students who extended their gen-
erous guidance and co-operation. |
would specially like to thank my
Professior-in-charge for herendless
help and guidance thereby making
my tenure as the secretary, Ladies'
Common Room, amemorable one.

Secretarial Report

Richard Jyoti Taye
Secy. Football Section

At the very outset | would
like to express my heartful thanks
to all the Cottonians for having
elected me as the Secretai-y in the
football section for the session
2001-2002. It was a great privilege
for me to be a member of the Un-
ion Society ofthe premier institu-
tion, Cotton College.

In my tenure we had the An-
nual College Week Competition in
the Nehru Stadium for the advan-
tage of the player's. There was no
major contribution from my side
due to lack of finance. But I tried
everyway to develop their talent by
organising football match.

Lastly, I would like to thank

my friends for their kind co-opera-
tion.

Results ofthe College Week
1. Winner — A.R.B. Hostel
2. Runners-up - M.N.D.R Hostel
3. Best Player-—TotarMaling
4. Best Goalkeeper-Saurajit Bamah
5. Promising Player -Amitabh
Basumataiy

n 51

m~'Body
building is the basis of all sports'.
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Amit Kr. Saha Santanu Goswami Hrishikesh Kashyap
2nd position 7th position 7th position
Bijit Kalita SauravMjihanta Deepanjan Deb
8th position 10th position 10th position
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