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PAI KANGHON
(BELOVED MOTHER)

(Dedicated to my Mother

who is no more)

O M iss M onjir 4iongpipi
T.D.C. 1st yeeir (Arts)

0, NE KACHINGHON NEI, PAI

WANG THA NE DUNG AN

NANG PHANG NANG KEHEMAN ALAM
CHU KEDAMTANG ALAM

0, NE KACHING HONNEI, PAI

KOKLAR ANINGVE
MONJIR SO CHOPHANG BOM, NE
NANG CHONG HONG BOM NE

0, NE KACHINGHON, PAl,
NANG RAJE KEME

SENG NE UN-E

NING NANG MATHA-E
NING NANG OI-E, NE

At night, when the sky is clear and
the moon is bright, she would enjoy the
presence of her mother under the bright
moon light and as the gentle breeze blows,
her heart is filled with joy and tells her
mother to come.

She waits and waits for her mother
but she never comes, with a sad and uneasy
heart, she would console herself and say

Mother, | can see you

though you don't come

and | don't mind.

I never forget you, | always remember

you

mother. My beloved.



NGOLUSIN TANIYC

O Mg. Birachan Kaman

Ngolu taniyc

Do:nyi Fb:locke ommangc
Se:di mc:lokc rurnamc
Do:mvr mvrrvgla

Yari yanvgla

l:ycm bidlvgla

Mikscm dvilvgla onamc

SUo -

Kangkinsumang avkc taniycm
Svkkinsumaiig avkc opvncm
Lukinsumang avkc agomcm
Run~ntomang ainc tarungcm
Gvkintomang ainc bclamlok

Sc ayirsc -
Kan”~nsunanc ayirc
Lckonanc ayirc
Mimag monanc ayirc
Rcngam Lcga:pc

Sc amosok du:nc

Mising rcngamc

Ngolusin taniyc cmna lusula
Vrroi cmna jcrroblai’

'5T1% -
'sw '»R'0),

N TRSIW

/\«f A

CrfR, "IR&j),
1%R '0iRR4a i
w{ Cfl~ 17,
'srwifc CHM TfSim
snfSre A

To leam to love thee was most sweet
O dearest of my heart

To love thee was sad as if

With my own soul tp part"

From, 'Separation’ by Mkhail Kergjhkov.

Gsilected by
Debojyoti Das
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CNTEKSET

Tech Talk

INTERNATIONAL NETWORK

he rapid devaluation of supertlatives
if 1 ®
revolution. Progress is so rapid that

information

what is powerful today will be passe tomor-
row. Million dollar vaccuum tube computers
with fearsome names like ENIAC that awed
people in 1950s could not keep up with a
1990s pocket calculator. In 1956, the first
trans-Atlantic phone cable carried fifty com-
pressed voice' circuits.
carry 85,000.

Now optical fibres

internet (Inter/iationa! network) is not
only a name just because of which you are
able to talk with mega-star Amitabh Bachan,
U.S. President Bill Clinton, Microsoft Chair-
man Bill Gates or any other celebrities of the
present world but it is a revolution which can
make the concept of global village a reality.
Do you want to comment on anything about
the American Government that you approve
of ? The address is simple enough - Presi-
dent, White Hbuse. All that you require is a
computer, a MODEM (Modulator Demodutalor
device), a telephone and membership of
Internet. Then the information around the
world will be at your fingertips. The fastest
developing body of Internet is World Wide
Web (WWW) with facilities of Text, Image,
Audio and Video. India's first World Wide
Web was launched on January 14, 1995 by
VSNL (Videsh Sanchar Nigam Ltd.)

'Yahoo' Was the famous vyell of

O sadig Hussain

Shammi Kapoor some thirty years ago. Today
it is his cyber search engine. Virtually any-
thing is possible That is the magic of cyber.
Internet can also be used for entertainment.
That is why cyber cafes are opened. India's
first cyber cafe which Pritish Nandy, Vijay
Mukhi, Kanaka Sabapathy Pandyam opened
at the Leela Kempinski is now overcrowded
with visitors. Dr. Rajesh Shah, a homeopath
provides on time treatment on the Internet.

The Internet not only allows instanta-
neous exchange of information, but also helps
to overcome the barriers that some countries
have set up. For patents in the Gulf where
horneopathy is neither allowed to be prac-
tised nor discused in the columns, it is a
Godsent antidote.

The parents are very much worried
for the Internet craze among teenagers. The
teenagers are badly affected by the Internet
because most of them use Internet to set up
sex dialogue and there is a lot of pornogra-
phy aimed at them.

In a nutshell, Internet is going to play
a crucial role in the forthcoming century and
then- for a cyber citizen boundaries will be-
come a passe.

[Best Science article. Inter Hostel wall maga-

zine competition, ARB Hostel.] O 0OO
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From 'PRATYUSH'-wall magazine, Dept, of
Statistics

Statistical Talks

QUEUEING THEORY

"Delay is the enemy of efficiency" and ""Wait-
ing is the enemy of utilization"

he queueing theory had its origin

in.1909, when A.K. Erlarg (1878-

1929) called th6 father of queue-

ing theory published his fundamen-

5er relating to the study of congestion

in telephone traffic. The literature on the

theory of queues and on the diverse areas of

its application have grown tremendously over
the ages.

Waiting lines (queues) are a part of
everyone's daily life. In everyday life, it is
seen that a number of people arrive at a
cinema ticket window. If the people arrive
"too frequently" they will have to wait for
getting their tickets or some times do with-
out it. Under such circumstances, the only
alternative is to form queue, called the "wait-
ing line", in order to maintain proper disci-
pline. Thus a queue or”waiting line (‘file d’
attente' in French and 'wartchlarge' in Ger-
man) is formed when units or customers,
(clients) needing sorpe kind of service arrive
at a service channel (or counter) that offers
such facility. Waiting lines are not only the
lines of human beings but also the aeroplanes
seeking to land at busy airport, ships to be
unloaded, machine parts to be assembled

0O HO ~

O Manita Baruah
M.Sc. Final Yeeur

etc.

A queueing theory is completely char-
acterized by
(@) The input (or arrival pattern) It de-
scribes the manner in which units arrive and
joiril the system. The interval between two
consecutive arrivals is called the enterarrival
lines.

(b) The service mechanism It describes the
manner in which service is rendered. A unit
may be served either singly or in a batch.
The line required for servicing a unit is called
the service line.

(c) .The queue discipline It indicates the
way in which units form a queue and are
served. The usual discipline is first come first
served (FCJFS) or first in first out (FIFO),
though sometimes last come first served or
random ordering before service is also
adopted.

A model of the queueing system
under study must be constructed in this kind
of analysis and the results of queueing theory
are required to obtain the characteristics of
the model and to assess the effects of
changes, such as the addition of an extra
server or a reduction in mean service time.

Confidence, like art never comes from liaving
all tfie answers; it comes from being open to all the
questions.

~ Earl Gary Heven
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Prior to placing my secretarial report
I would like to convey my heartiest thanks
to all Cottonian friends, teachers and em-
ployees without whose help | would probably
have ended in empty.

Though holding a smalll portfolio,
this tenure as the hockey Secy, provides me
with ample opportunity to serve this glorious
institution as long as is humanly possible.
The election for the s€lssiOn 1995-96 was
held very late and by the time we took
charge the college week was about to begin.
I, with my prof-in-charg Kiran Bhuyan, tried
to organize the matches as sincerely as
possible. The response and efforts were
almost positive, the greatest difficulty, surely
my other colleages will mention in their
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O M rinmoy Baruah
Secretary, Hockey Section

respective reports, is that of space - a field,
perhaps the greatest need for the improve-
ment of sport talent in the coilega The
equipments are simply poor in quality as
well. We tried to handle these problems
and to an extent got success. Fervently, |
request my successors to get these prob-
lems solved as early as possible. The results
of the college week hockey matches are as
follows

Champion M.N.D.P. Hostel.
Captain Robindra Teron.
Runners up S.N.B.C Hostel.
Captain Bikash Gogoi.

Best player Kishalay Das.

Best Goalkeeper Prabal piyush Bharali.

Finally, | extend my warmest wishes
to pranjal, Bikash, Kaushik, Jiten (Laaly),
Ujjwal, Arunabh, Bharat, Rajani, Dhaneshwar,
Vinayak, Sushanta and my respected teach-
ers for their ever ready help and well -
wishes

Viva-la-Cotton college.



Prior to placing the Annual Report of
the Boys' Common Room section | would
liice to convey my heartfelt thanks to all my
fellow Cottonians and wellwishers who sup-
ported me in the C.C.U.S. elections and
whose valuable votes helped me to get
through the tough contest against my equally
talented opponent.

I never imagined that | would make
it through the elections, but during those
tough times my friends helped me in keeping
my spirits high and they really boosted up
my confidence. Finally when the results were
declared, | was surprised, almost shocked
to find out that | had actually been elected
as the secretary of the Boys' Common
Room.

Thus | took up my Secretaryship with
a pledge to bring progress and prosperity to
Cotton College and to my fellow Cottonians.
My first priority was to provide my male
friends with a proper "Boys' Common Room",
and the matter has been discussed with the
College Authorities and a decision has been
taken to construct a Boys' Common Room.
Moreover | have tried my level best to solve
the basic problems faced by the students
and also to uphold the status of Cotton
College.

During the "Annual College Pestival
95-96", whatever competitions under the
Boys' Common Room section were to be
held was accomplished. The main events
were Table-Tennis and Carom but this year
| also introduced a Bridge competition which
was welcomed and largely appreciated.

RESULTS OF THE COMPETITIONS HELD
UNDER BOY'S COMMON ROOM SECTION
ARE AS FOLLOWS

TABLE-TENNIS

1. Men's Champion Chiranjiv Deka.
(H.S. 2nd year)
2. Women's Champion: Mitali Dutta

(H.S. 2nd year)

0 G itariha D as
Sectetery, Boys Common Room Sccton

3. Men's Doubles Chiranjiv Deka

Champions (H.S. 2nd year)
Pranjal Konwar
(T.D.C. 1st vyear)
4. Women's Doubles Mitali Dutta

Champions (H.S. 2nd vyear)
Sangeeta Baruah
(TDC 1st year)
Mitali Dutta
Chiranjiv Deka

(H.S. 2nd year)

5. Mixed Doubles
Champions

CAROM
1. Men's Champion ; Taskar Pali
2. Women's Champion :Daisy Borah

BRIDGE
Champions : Biswajit Boro
Vivek Das

: Dipak Bhattacharya

Dewitz L. Thiek.

Runners Up

Before | conclude my Annual Report
I would like to offer my thanks to the Prof-
in-Charge of the Boys' Common Room
Section Prof. Manoj Talukdar for his guidance
and support without which | wouldn't have
been able to accomplish my duties.

Lastly, but not the least, | would like
to thank each and every Cottonian for their
support and encouragement, but special
mentions to my close friends who were with
me all the time ;
RITVIK, REUBEN, DENNIS, RUBLA, RAHUL,
RITURAJ, MANISH, SUMAN, CHIRANJEEV,
PRANJAL, BISHNUSHERAR, DHARANIDHAR,
AMARJYOTI, MAYURI, MITALI, SANGEETA &
OTHERS.

ooo
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ANNUAL REPORT

At the very outset, | would like to
offer my heartiest thanks to all Cottonian
friends for the cooperation and encourage-
ment that | have received from them during
my tenure as Football Secretary.

Being elected to CCUS was a privi-
lege for me to serve my College. You all
know, that the infrastructure necessary for
the game of football is lacking in our college.
While speaking about infrastructural short
comings, | must refer to two very important
things - lack of a multipurpose field and non-
availability of sufficient funds to undertake
rigorous practice and coaching. Although,
these have posed me as well as the players
host of problems, Iluckily enough for me
everything during the college week went on
smoothly. May | also take this opportunity
to request everyone concerned to take
immediate steps in regard to basic facilities

O Biju Sonowal!
Secretary, Foot Ball Sccton

and thereby raise the standard of football
in Cotton College. The initiative of my
successor is sought for in this respect.
During the various matches | noticed that
there is no dearth of talented players in our
college, but our need is a proper field to
practice along with a will to play.

RESULTS OF FOOTBALL MATCHES DURING
COLLEGE WEEK 1995-96

1. Champion Team ; Mahendra Nath Deka
Phukan Hostel.

Captain : Rabindra Teron
2. Runners-Up Team : Anundoram Barooah
Hostel
Captain ; Dibyajyoti Hazarika
3. Best Disciplined ; Rajani Kanta Bordoloi
Team Hostel
Captain : Biju Kr. Sonowal
4. Best Player : Karma Wangchu

(MNDP) Hostel
Dibyajyoti Hazarika
(A.R.B. Hostel)
: Probin Chowdhury
(R.K.B. Hostel)

5. Highest Scorer:
6. Best Goalkeeper

7. Best Disciplined

Player Minder Teron
(M.N.D.P. Hostel)
oono
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GENERAL SPORTS SECTION

Being a part of CCUS is a unique
experience. It was ioolced upon by me as
an opportunity to offer my modest services
to the premier institution. But sadly enough
I have realised that this institution in maters
of sport is lacking the appropriate exposure
and a proper guide line. During my secre-
taryship | had come across many problems
like field management, equipments manage-
ment and time management. But It were you
Cottonians who stood by me at every
juncture of need. | am obliged for the
valuable suggestions received from you at
different times without which it would not
have been possible for me to discharge my
responsibilities.

I would
charge Dr. Pradip Sharma whose advice
helped me in different ways. Lastly | offer
my sincere regards and thanks to all
» Cottonians,specially to Anthony, Sudip, Bipul
da, Rubul, Rekha, Monjula, Meena, Sweta,
Juri, Pranab da,. Kamal, Hira and so on.

RESULT OF THE COMPETITIONS HELD
UNDER GENERAL SPORTS SECTION

Shot Put Throw : (Girls’)
1st ; Sweta Verma.
2nd : Manjula Hazarika.
3rd : Alpana Baruah.

Discuss Throw : (Girls'")
1st : Sweta Verma.
2nd : Manjula Hazrika,

3rd : Juri Dutta.
Javelin Throw : (Girls")
1st : Manjula Hazarika.

O Deba Kanta Dotey
Secretary, General Sports Secton

2nd Sweta Verma.
3rd Alpana Baruah.
Juri Dutta.
High Jump : (Girls")

1st : Shelly Brahma.
2nd : Mabi Taipodia.
3rd : Jyoti Rupa Thakur.

Long Jump : (Girls')
1st : Geeta Bharali.
2nd : Shelly Brahma.
3rd ; Jury Deuvi.

Tripple Jump : (Girls’)
1st : Himanjali Chowdhury.
2nd : Shelley Brahma.
3rd : Geeta Bharali.
Sunumoni Baruah.
Jyoti Rupa Thakur.

Shotput ( Boys')
1st Deba kanta Doley.
2nd Ashok Mushahari.
3rd Sudip Mukharjeee.
Sujit Baglari.

like to thank my prbBidauss Throw (Boys')

1st : Deba Kanta Doley.
Dharanidhar Moran.
2nd : Babu Sing Terang.
3rd : Bipul Deka.
Javelin Throw ( Boys')
1st : Deba Kanta Doley.
2nd : Bothlang Lingdo.
3rd ; Babu Sing Terang.

Long Jump (Boys')
1st : Bipul Deka.
2nd ; Deba Kanta Doley.
3rd : Ananta Smith.

Tripple Jump ( Boys')
1st : Sudip Mukherjee.
2nd : Ananta Smith.
3rd : Dip Jyoti Bora.

High Jump (Boys')
1st : Bipul Deka.



2nd ; Ananta Smith. Boys' 4 X 100 mt.

3rd : Deba Kanta Doley. 1st ; Prakash Gogoi.
Sudipto Neog.
RACES ; Himadri Pathare.
Boys' 100 mt. Rajkumar Ballavnetra Neog.
1st Durgeswar Bikomiya Deori. 2nd : Tilak Kumar Chetri.
2nd Dipjyoti Borah. Babu Sing Teron.
3rd Dimbeswar Deka. Dipankar Sharma.
Subhash Lahkar.
Boys' 200 mt. 3rd : Sudip Mukherjee.
1st Durgeswar Bikomiya Deori. Dimbeswar Deka.
2nd Sudip Mukherjee. Durgeswar Bikomiya Deori.
3rd Babu Sing Teron. Manindra Hazarika.
Boys' 400 mt. Girls' 4 X 100 mt.
1st : Dipankar Sarma. 1st : Juri Devi.
2nd : Sudip Mukherjee. Shelley Brahma.
3rd ; Manindra Hazarika. Himanjali Chowdhary.
Geeta Bharaii.
Boys' 800 mt. 2nd ; Biva Rani Sonowal.
1st Dimbeswar Deka. Reema Bora.
2nd Dipankar Sharma. Monalisa Goswami.
3rd Babu Sing Teron. Bashelsa Goswami.
3rd : Manju Chetia.
Boys' 1500 mt. Manasha Kalita.
1st Sudip Mukherjee. Ranju Moni Bora.
2nd Munindra Hazarika. Geeti Moni Sonowal.
3rd Dimbeswar Deka.
Best Athlete : Deba Kanta Doley (Boys')
Girls 100 mt. : Shelley Brahma (Girls')
1st Himanjali Chowdhary.
2nd Geeta Bharaii. Tug of War (Boys')
3rd Bivarani Sonowal. Champion : R.K.B. Hostel.
Runners Up : S.M.H. Hostel.
Girls' 200 mt.
1st Juri Devi. Girls'
2nd Geeta Bharaii. Champion S.K.L. Hostel.
3rd Himanjali Chowdhary. Runners Up N.B.D. Hostel.
Girls' Walking race 1600 mt. March Past Competition
1st : Shelley Brahma. 1st R.K.B. Hostel.
2nd ; Mobi Taipodia. 2nd M.N.D.P. Hostel.
3rd : Juri Devi. 3rd N.B.D. Girls Hostel

Best Cadet : Abhijit Dey. ooo
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Jhirimi Kakati, a Higher Secondary Sec-
ond Year Student of Cotton College, rhe
best Singer of the College for the period
of 1995-96, also obtained gold medal for
Jyoti Sangeet and one silver medal for
Bishnurabha Sangeet i.nthe Youth Festi-

val Con- - bv
Guwahati Univer-
sity 1995.

She has also
received seleral
laurels at Stare and
Northeast level
Zonal Competi-

tions. She has passed Visharad (vocal) with
distinction, conducted by Bhatkhande Mu-
sic University. Now, she is learning music
under the guidance of Pt. Samaresh
Choudhary, Calcutta.

Miss Ankita Deka, an H.S. lInd Year Stu-
dent won two gold medal at the debadng and
elocution Competition at the Gauhati Univer-
sity Youth Festival. She was also declared the
best debater at All Assam Competion
Organised by S.P.Y.M. Chapter & N.D.D.S.

She was also declared
the 2nd best debater at
the North Eastern
Regional level de-
bating Corn- petition
organised by Assam
Medical Col- lege. She
also got the 2nd prize
at the All J Assam elo-

cution Competition organised by B. Barooah
College Gauhad. She wasamember ofthe 2nd
best team in the debating competition
ogranised by Ar>"abidyapith College. She was
amemberofthe best team at the Krishnakanta
Handique Memorial debating competition
organised by University Law College.

THE CHAMPIONS OF THE INTfiR-HOSTEL KATHIN CHANDRA RABHA MEMORIAL QUIZ COMPETITION

Sitting form left to right — Dr. Shyama Prasad Sarmo (Suptd.}, Sri Maromti Baroowa (Team Leader)
Standing forrr left to right — Sri Pritam Dutta,. Sri Partha Pratim Borah.



English section
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Rrticle

Assamese Script ; Its origin and Development: Dr. Ramcharan Thakuria.
Liberalisation : Redefining the Basic

assumptions of Indian Economics Mr. Kailol Borah, llird Yr.T .D.C.
The Seventh Wonder of the World in Jeopardy

Anupam Pradhan, Msc. Final Yr.

Refurbishing Indian Politics Nihar Ranjan Bhattacharjee, llird Yr. T.D.C.

Mangement - The Golden Option Ranjit Baruah, Ilird Yr. T.D.C.

Gender Bias ; Will there be justice? Nandini Sharmah.

No Nobel Prize for Mathemathics : Why? Swah Md, Nashre-ul-islam., Kird Yr. T.D.C.

Preservation of Secularism in India Miss Ritu Agarwal, Prev. Yr. M.A.

Indian Hockey ; The Golden Past and

Present failures Dhrubojyoti Saharia, Final Yr. M.A.

Current Global Perspectives Monikut Sharmah, Ilind Yr. T.D.C.
Review

Another Step towards Higher Education in Assam : A Report on IlITG
Complied by
Pranabjyoti Nath, Ilird Yr. T.D.C.
Mukut Choudhury Ilird Yr. T.D.C.

Musings
A Political Experience in Cotton College Debanjan Borgohain, llird Yr. T.D.C.

Poetry

A Wait Forever frary Pegu, lind Yr. H.S.

Confessions Arindam Sarmabh, llitrd Yr. T.D.C.

The Riddle Monikut Sarmah, lind Yr. T.D.C.

Re*Incarnation Jeevan Gurung, Final Yr M.A.
Fiction

Realization : Urvashi Dutta, Ilird Yr. T.D.C.
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ASSAMESE SCRIPT :

Article

ITS ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT

he Assamese script is marked by a

T very long and chequered history. It owes

its origin to Old Brahml Scripts, like the other
scripts of the modern Indian languages. There
are controversies amongst the scholars regarding
the origin and growth of the Brahmi Scripts. It
is already an established fact that the Brihml
Script was in vogue in ancient India from the
4th century B.C., barring the scripts of the
Mahenjadaro and Harappa age. The time ranging
from the 4th century B.C. down to the first
century A.D. is considered to be the initial stage
for the Brihml Script. Depending on the impact
of foreign scripts over
the Indian ones, dis-
covery of new materi- in andent

diverse examples of the
scripts the

scriptologists have di- NA growth

three different heads, :

"During thd reign of'ICumar ® i»skar Barma
Ifarsau”~hana was

als, and also on the the (EmjTerw of Imim. Bamng i*e afielent

ICiniHypa

ddve™mant of Assamest
vided the scripts of Scfipts may b& said to have started from
the above period under tlie days of iCumif’l®ibicar Sarma

O Dr. Ramcharan Thaktma

Lipi he writes - "After the Maurya era the Indian
scripts of the Kushan age had undergone some
changes. During the Gupta age, in the 4th and
5th century A.D., one can notice the use of
several forms of script in North-Eastern, Central
and Eastern India. The KamrupT Script is the
result of an admixture of Eastern Indian and Kutil

Scripts.® Besides, Kataki has stated in the
beginning of the book - "During the reign of
Kumar Bfeskar Barma in ancient Kamrupa

Harsavardhana was the Emperor of India. Barring
the ancient stories of Narakasur, Bhagadatta and
others, the growth and development of Assamese
n n Scripts may be said to
~ve started from the
days of Kumar Bhaskar
Barma from the 7th
century A.D. The cop-
per plate donated by
Kumar Bhaskar Barma is
the primary evidence of
Assamese scripts"®. In
addition to the burnt

Traditional Period, (dur-
ing the reign of

Hie 7th <eQi\ty A,p. The copper i™e
donated by Kumar Qhaskar Barma is the

primary evidence of Assamese scripts'™

earthen seals and cop-
per plates of Nidhanpur

Ashoka, 269-232
B.C.)’, Age of Experi-
ment (2nd century B.C)" and the Period of
Diffusion (1st century B.C.)3. These
categorisations are mere arbitrary divisions based
on sheer guess works without any practical
relevance. In fact, only after the birth of Jesus
Christ the Brahml Script started undergoing a
systematic change. The BrahmT Script during the
period from the 1st century A.D. down to the
4th century A.D. is popularly known as Kushan
Script, while the following changed script form
is called the Gupta Script. The Gupta Script had
undergone several stages of change. During the
6th century A.D. this change generated several
independent forms in Northern India, and this
form is known as Siddhamatrika or kutil Lipi.*
This Kutil Lipi, according to Dr. Rakhal Das
Bandopadhay, is the origin of almost all the
scripts of eastern India® Even late Sarveswar
Sarma Kataki a pioneer of Assamese scriptology,
upholds such a view. In his book Asamiya pracin

of Sylhet another impor-
tant copper plate could
be found in Dubi (Bajill) The Dubi plate was
discovered in 1951, nearly 15 years after
Kakati's book was published. Again almost 35
years after Kataki's book ‘AsamTya Pracin Lipi
three more examples of Old Assamese Scripts
of the pre-Bheskar Barma era are being discov-
ered during the recent time. This new find has
almost discredited the belief that Assamese
Script has originated from the Kutil Script. The
three recently discovered form of scripts are of
(i) the Umachal Script of Mahendra Varma
(Bhauma King Surendra Barma), (ii) Barganga
S'aila Anus'asana of Bhuti Varma of Dabaka and
(iii) The Nagajori Khanikarkhanda stone Inscrip-
tion of Sarupather of Golaghat District.
According to the scholars, the NagajorT
Khanikar Khanda Stone Inscription of Sarupather
dates back to a tirne prior to 6th century A.D.
(in 5th century A.D.)® Umachal Script belongs
to the last part of the same century,® while

] COTTOSIm [0 1



Barganga Stone Script belongs to the middle
part of the next century’® Moreover, most of
the scholars hold the view that the growth of
the Siddhamatrika, a changed form of the Gupta
script cannot be dated earlier than the 6th
century A.D. So, barring the Barganga Stone
Script, the other two plates may undoubtedly
be dated prior to Kutil Script. To substantiate
the belief we can cite a few examples, more
especially as regards the forms of the alphabets
like 'Ka' (©), 'Ja' (at), 'Ya© W and others:

'Ka' (~) - The 'ka' script of Nagajori
Khanikar clon Stone plate and in the same of
Umachal Script is almost open like the Old
Brahml script, while the 'Ka' of Kutil script
has a tendency to close up itself.

«Ja’ —The Brahml ' J a ' ) was like
the English™E' In the Umachal and the Nagajorf
Khanikar Gaon Stone plate too it virtually retains
the same form, while the 'Ja’ of the Kutil script
has taken a modern shape.

'Ya' {9 — In Brihmi 'Ya' script had a
downward leaning. In Kuti) this is som”hing like
the Old Assamese alphabet, In NagajorrKhanikar
G3on Stone Plate and in the Umachal Script the
same still have a opening downward.

mRa’ W -- In the beginning 'Ra’ W had
its arm right below. Later, this took a left turn.
In Kutil it is like the 'Ra' of 7th_ century
Assamese while in Umachal and Nagajori Khanikar
G8on this is almost unchanged, only in bend
of the arm being almost straightened.

'Ha' (r) — In Brihmi its arm was
pointed rightward below while in the Umachal
and Nagijorl Khanikar Gaon inscription the same
is not pointed and its arm is leftward below.
In Kutil it is like the 'Ha' of Assamese during
the 7th century.

'Wa' (@ - In Kutil_it has taken the
shape of 'Wa' of Devanagari. In Umachal and
Nagajori Khanikar it is three dimensional, indis-
tinct below.

One can notice some distinct similarities
between both the inscriptions and the inscription
of Barganga of Dabaka. in view of such facts
should we hold the belief that Assamese script
had its origin and growth from the Kutil?

Some people may hold the view that
those inscriptions have nothing to do with the
Assamese script. They are only the primary
examples of Brahml & Gupta styles. Since

Assamese script is a development of the Brihmi
script it may necessarily have resemblance with
any other script drawing from the BrShmT parent.
The alphabets like 'Sa’ (™ and 'Ma' (M used
in these inscriptions resemble the same alpha-
bets of the Old Assamesa One can notice the
repeated use of Assamese alphabet ‘Wa' in
NacMjori Khanikar Inscription. Besides, one can
notice the historical relationship between the
ahove inscriptions and the inscriptions of Dubi,
Nidhinpur of Bhiskar Barma era. From this one
can draw the conclusion that the Assamese
script had its development on the scripts of
those administrative systems. We can also draw
the conclusion that Assamese script developed
its peculiarities, fairly before the Kutil and the
Siddamatriki, cannot be said to be have devel-
oped before Assamese script, which had an
independent development prior to both of them.
We can cite the words of Dimbeswar Neog, one
of the leading pioneers of the study. In 1964
he clearly stated ; '‘From what we have since
gathered in our latest studies on the subject,
we are now of the opinion that like the
speculative theory of Magadhi concocted as the
parent of Asamlya, the notion that the AsaniTya
script as developed through Devanagari or
through Gupta and Kutil varieties is really not
borne by facts.” Mr. A.H. Dani, a great
scriptologist, in his book' Indian Paleography’,
hds stated™that the changes that took place in
the Brahml script of the Kushan period had to
absorb some mild local changes and variations.
This change could be noticed into the SinchT,
Mathura, SVavantr, Sarnath and the KausambF.
According to Dr. Verma, inspite_of all these
changes and variations the Brahmi script mani-
fested itself in two branches - Eastern and
Western forms. The Examples of the Eastern
form could be seen in the stone writings of
Kaus'ambi while those of the Western form
could be seen in the stone writings Mathura.
It is interesting to note that one can see Some
similiarities between the Umachal Script and
those of the Kaus'ambi script of the time of
Chandra Varma of the 4th century A.D.. Com-
paring both the epigraphs Dr, Verma has stated
- "Both the epigraphs have letters with triangle
head-mark. The right and left arms of 'Ka' are
still open and pointed downwards. 'Ga' in both
cases is flat but topped and has a foot mark
at the left vertical. 'Ja' is three armed type but
in the Uumachal Specimen the lower arm is
further bent downward; a later tendency. 'Na’
is open mounted type, with a loop at the left
can be seen in both the epigraphs, but there
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is one specimen of 'Na' in the section B of
SusunTa inscription which is without a loop; also
found in the Allahabad pillar inscription of
Samudragupta. 'Ta’ has no difference There is
no initial '‘Da’ in the section A of the SusunTa
inscription but in the section B there is an old
type 'Da* with a little head mark turned to left.
'Dha’ in our inscirption is advanced as its left
side is bent inward. 'Na' in both epigraphs are
of looped variety. There is no 'Bha' in SusunTa
but in our specimen there is a bolt in the left
foot of the letter. 'Ma' has a tail at its left;
but in the suscript it is not there in both the
instances™*. This sort of similarity can also be
noticed between Barganga inscrjption of the 6th
century A.D. and the NagajorT Khanikar Gaon
inscription of the 5th century A.D.. That is why,
on the basis of such views of the renowned
scriptologist Dr. Mukunda Madhab Sarma has
stated that ’'as regards style, language and
script the above three inscriptions do have much
in common™® Although Dr. Verma has not
discussed the NagajorT Khanikar Gaon inscription
in particular, he has, however, discussed the
other two inscriptions along with the scripts
used in the copper-plates
of Bhaskar Barma during
the 7th century A.D.
Having discussed the same
he stated, "...in both these
inscriptions the mode of
attaching medial vowels is
Similar to the Mathura style
inscription of the Kushanas
which was also followed in
the coinage of Guptas. In
the copper-plate inscrip-
tions of Bhaskara Varma
the same mode of attach-
ing medial vowels per-
sists'™'®

Hence’™ one can see the elements of
Eastern BrahmT and of the Western one in the
Assamese Script developed some distinct pecu-
liarities of its own and they had their origin in
the Old Brahml Script. Asamese Script had a
parallel growth and development along with the
Gupta and Siddhmatriki. In this regard Mr.
Dani’” has pointed out the local impact over the
growth and development of the Assamese
Script. There is nothing to be worried about
what later tendency Dr. Thakur Prasad Verma
has noticed about the Umachal inscription.'®
Because, the Umachal inscription is almost a
hundred years after the Susunla inscription. Yet
one can notice the similarity of origin between
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the Umichal Script and the SusuniJscript of the
Kus'an form. From all these one can safely infer
that Assamese Script is the oldest one amongst
the North Indian scripts, since the scholars tend
to hold the similar opinion that other scripts of
the North Indian languages have arisen from the
Siddhmatriki. Bengali, Oriya and Maitheli etc.
scripts cannot perhaps be treated either as
sisterly or otherwise with the Assamese Script.’®
Wa may hold the opinion that if proper inves-
tigations are made on the Assamese Script used
by the Bhauma Kings between the period from
the 2nd and the 4th century A.D. We may
discover some of their remnants in Assam.

PROCESS OF DEVELOPMENT : DIFFERENT AGES

From the above discussion it is seen
that there is a good deal of similarity between
the Assamese Script of the 5th century A.D.
and that of the 7th century A.D. One can see
the similarity of the alphabets likeJPa' («), ‘Ma’
"), 'Ja' {M etc. of Bhaskar Barma's Nidhanpur
inscription with three dimensional Kutil Script.
We are yet to trace the remnants of the
Assamese Script of the 8th century A.D. So
it is difficult to explain the
process of development of
Assamese Script during the
relevant century. The pro-
cess of modernization of
the Assamese Script virtu-
ally started from the 13th
century. During the 19th
century Assamese Script
reached the printing stage.
Late Sarbeswar Kkataki in
his book on Assamese
Script has divided the pro-
cess of development of
Assamese Script into two
broad categories : (i) from
the beginning till the 13th century A.D. and (ii)
from the 13th century A.D. till the British
annexation.™ For the sake of indepth study we
may divide this process of development into
some more categories. Therefore, the above two
categories being shown and discussed under the
given sub-categories
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1. KAMARUpT SCRIPT (5th century to

12th century A.D.)

A) OLD KAMARUpT OF BHAUMA SCRIPT
{5th to 7th century A.D.))

The NagajorT Khanikar Gaon inscription
of Golaghat (early part of 5th century A.D.),
Umachal incsription of Surendra Varma alias
Mahendra Barma (450-485), Borganga stone
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inscription™ Dubi and Nidhanpur inscriptions of
Bhaskara Barma (594-650) along with the
earthen seals of Nalanda etc. are the examples
of Assamese Scripts of this stage. Sufficient
discussions have been made regarding the
scripts of the above periods. Since this land Was
earlier known as Kamarup” in the long past
these early forms of Assamese scripts may be
classed as Early KimarupT scripts under the
general head of KamarupT Scripts. The scripts
of the given period may be called the Bhauma
Script since the same had its early manifestation
with its own peculiarities during the Bhauma
King of Old Kamarupji'

B) NEW-KAMARUpT script (8th cen-
tury to 12th century A.D.)

Assamese scripts
registered a distinct pro-
cess of change and the
same could be noticed in A
the Nidhanpur
during the reign of Bhaskara
Barma. This process of
change too a crystallized
form from the 8th century
A.D. Since we are yet to
discover the Assamese
Scripts of the 8th century
we cannot say anything very distinctly on the
sama We find the examples of Kamarupi script
right from the 9th century A.D. ie. till the
closing part of the Pala dynasty's rule. Examples
of the scripts of the above period can be seen
in the Hayumthal_ scripts of Harzar Barmana
(815-835), Parbatiya inscriptions of Banamal
Deva (835-865), Nagong inscription of Bala
Barmana (885-910), Guwahati and Guwakuchi
inscription of Indrapala (1040-1065), Silimpur
inscription of Jaypala (1120-1138) and in the
Kamauli inscription of Baidya Deva (1138-1145).
The principal characteristics of the above noted
inscriptions are as follows ;

'Ka" () has taken its modern form
gradually. 'Kha's' @) triangle has opened up
itself. 'Ga' (9) has taken the modern shape and
the same is considerable like the Devanigarl 'Ga]*
(™; 'Cha' (5 has become like the Devanagari
'Cha' (), 'Ccha' (~) has been modernized.
It has also taken the form of the Devanagari
script, 'Pa’ (») and 'Ja' (N are virtually the same.
Similarly, 'Ua’,(®), 'Ba’ ), 'Dha’ (n etc. are also
identical. 'Ae' (c) has received its full size. 'Ma'
™), 'La’ @) and 'Sa’ (M have taken the modern
forms. Besides, 'A' ("), 'A' (), 'E' f~) etc
too have taken the modern forms.

inscription «

tury A.D.

Assamese SCI’].ptS regtstered a
dI~rinct process of change ar«i

s»n*t eot”™ be ootteed fe the
-» shows 'Fa’ () in its mod-
ftgdhanpur inscnptton dining the 3,,

reign of Bhaskara Barma. This
process of Change too a crys* two inscriptions found in
tallized lorm from the 8th cen*

(2) ASSAMESE SCRIPT (13th century
A.D. to modern times)

The Ahome established their Kingdom
in Assam during the early part of 13th century
A.D. Within this period Kamarupa came to be
known as Asam. Accordingly, Kamarupi script
too came to be known as AsamTya in Assamese.
One can notice the inscriptions relating to land
donation to Kamikhya and Umananda temples.
They are found to be written in Assamesa
However, it is Adifficult to locate the exat time
when KamarupT came to be known as Assamese.

2. (A) EARLY ASSAMESE SCRIPT (13th
century A.D. to 15th century A.D.)

The Kanaibaras'ibowa”* stone inscription

* o * is the first example of the
gj™en period. This inscrip-
tion is marked by rugged-

Yet the inscription

use of the above
script could be seen in the

Sadhayapuri between 1392
and 1401, Rautkuchi in-
scription of 1339 (?), in-
scription of king Madhava
found in the Nilachal, and in S'rikrsna Kirtana
and also in some of the old Buddhist writings.
The Sadhayapuri inscription is ineligible and this
makes it difficult for a detailed analysis of the
same. Rautkuchi script is comparatively older.
Its 'Ja' (©) sign is precisely like the printed
alphabet. The precise time of the inscription of
king Madhava is not known. Yet the same
appears to be older than the Rautkuchi script
or inscription. One can notice a definite form
in  suchscripts.Itis believed that the manuscript
ofcaryacaryavinis'caya belongs to the 15th
century A.D. But if we notice the alphabets like
af (N 'th' (i) they appear to be from the 14th
century A.D. According to Dr Rakhaldas
Bandopadhyaya, the script of S'rikrsna Kirtana
may in all probability belong to the 14th century
A.D. Such guess works are not beyond the
shadows of doubt. The characteristic features
of the scripts in the given period are as follows
: "8' was almost like M was like "lIt',
was almost like " and M had the similar
forms - there was hardly any difference between
N and '5'. In the SrTkrsna Kirtana is like
the modern '? with a cut in the middle. One
can see the same even in the
Caryacaryavinis'caya. "N' is seen to be having
a trunk, while has taken the modern form.
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2. (B) MEDIAEVAL ASSAMESE SCRIBJ held similar views.

(16th century A.D. to 19th century A.D.)
There are umpteen form of mediaeval
Assamese script. Dr. M. Neog has given a
detailed account of the script of the period in
his edited book "Pracaya S'asanavali”. Dr. Neog
has referred to a good number, of writings on
the cannons used by Ahom Kings, royal cor-
respondences, hand-writteh books, stone inscrip-
tions and copper-piates of the period. Such
stone plates and copper-piates may be about
150 pieces in number. We can see the distinct
growth of the Assamese Scripts in the given
stone and copper-inscriptions of the period. In
such writings one can
see the distinct use of
during the tima
The tailless U’

While preparing his Descriptive Cata-
logue of Assamese

2. (C©) MODERN ASSAMESE SCRIPT (19th
century down to the present time)

The script used in the printing presses
right from the early part of the 19th century
A.D. may precisely be called the Modern
Assamese Scfipt. This script is not specially
designed from out of the contemporary Assamese
used in the Land. It was virtually draw from
the letters meant for the printing of Bengali
Book. In printing the Bible translated by Atmaram
Sarma in 1813, the type for the letter V
peculiar to Assamese was separately cut as the
same was not found in
the Bengali scripts. Simi-
| lar is the case with the
Manuscripts  giphabet Mr. Robinson

and +y are used in Pandit Hemchandra Goswami noted for the first time used this
new formats. v . is three different styles or formats in alphabet in his book
seen in three different . . .. 'Grammar of Assamese'
formats. Besides, the mediaeval. Assamese SCFIptS : (I) published in the 1839.
old format of 'f* is Gadagafia, (ii) Bamuniya and (iii) From that time onward
preserved in the script. Kaitheii or Lahkari. Bengali types were used

While prepar-

ing his Descriptive

Catalogue of Assamese Manuscripts Pandit
Hemchandra Goswami noted three different
styles or formats in mediaeval. Assamese scripts
; () GadagafiJ, (i) Bamuniya and (iii) Kaitheii
or LahkarT. The Gadagana script is simple and
straightened, while the Bamuniya script is like
the Dwanagari and the old Bengali script. The
KaithelT is considerably artistic and wavy. In
Kamarup district it is also known as Lahkari.
Gadagana script grew and developed centering
round Godagaon, the Capital of the Ahom
Kfingdom. The histories written during the Ahom
period and generally in the Gadagana script.
Majority of the sanskrit books are written in
Bamuniya script, while the papers relating to
trade and commerce and Hastividyarnava etc.
are written in KaithelT with some exceptions here
and there. Sometimes in the writings of a single
author one could notice the use of all the scripts
simultaneously : "Sometimes the copyists are
seen to have vacilated between two styles (Dr.
M. Neog).”" In this connection. Dr. Surya
Kumar Bhuyan has written - "...they have a
tendency now to merge into one,another, thus
more or less, producing a common script which
has further been accelerated by the uniformity
of the printing press".Sarbeswar Sarma Kataki,

in the printing of

Assamese books with
some additions and alterations here and there.
On this point some of the scholars, without
going through the history of Assamese script,
tend to say that the above script is the product
of Bengali script. In their language - two hundred
years back, there was no script as Assamese
script'®. Since both the scripts have developed
within the same surroundings they have innu-
merable indetitical points. But, it has to be borne
in mind that the letters like t
x =, etc. as used in the Old Assamese were
considerably different from their Bengali coun-
terparts. During the present time we have had
a simplification process in Assamese scripts. On
the above point we have had a good deal of
discussions and deliberations. Many of this
ligatures and alphabets are being simplified. The
scholars are yet to finally decide on the point
and the problem is yet to be finally settled. What
we want to point out is that all the original
Assamese scripts, immediately prior to Assamese
printing, are to be used and their shapes and
sizes are to be retained. Thereby we will be
in a position to preserve the heritage of
Assamese scripts along with their native pecu-
liarities.
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Liberalisation: Redefining tiie Basic Assumptions

rom a celebrated to
an almost banal
concept resulting from
the slu~est that followed soon
after the Indian economy was
libeialised in the aftennath of
the macro-economic crisis of
1990-91, liberalisation has come
a long way. Being not able to
focus properly on macro-
economic changes of such
magnitudes, Indian economists,
who had tiU now been exposed
to only micro level changes with
mostly short - term favourable
results, attributed every
subsequent phenomena from
good to bad to the worst to the
process of liberalising the
economy. While a p>art of this
reaction has been due to the
inability to acknowledge the real
causes
leading to
the crisis of
1990-91,
the rest is
perhaps
due to the
inability of
viewing the
need for
reform in
the light of
globalisation
of capital.

A Crisis
D IllLe n
Response :
The year
1990-91
has been
among the
cruelest in
India's
post-
independence

economic history. After a new
government took over in
December, 1989, the budget
introduced soon after in March
1990 made an attempt to reduce
the fiscal deficit which was
already high and begin the
process of correction in the
balance of payments position
owing to precipitously low foreign
exchange reserves. However,
consequent to the cinnexation of
Kuwait by Iraq in August, 1990,
crude oil prices rose sharply and
India's already fragile economy
was badly shaken. The direct
economic impact of the conflict
in the Gulf was exacerbated by
domestic social and politick
developments which alongwith
an outward flow of funds effected
by non-resident Indians was
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sufficient to shake intemationed
confidence in India. Efforts to
stall the fall in foreign exchange
reserves were made which
resulted in a severe curtailment
of imports and a rise in the
prices of petroleum products to
compensate for the rise in
international prices, thus adding
to both costs and prices in the
economy. The end of 1990 saw
the economy in deep crisis with
foreign exchanges reserves at
rock bottom levels, inflation
crossing double digit levels and
fiscal deficit climbing up further,
all this when the real sectors of
the economy were preforming
reasonably well. However, the
crisis was of such a magnitude
that the geiins in the real sectors
were eroded
by the lack
of
international
confidence
and liquidity
in India's
economy. In
January,
19 9 1,
foreign
exchange
reserves
amounted to
only Rs 1666
crores which
was barely
sufficient to
account for a
fortnight of
imports.
India was on
the brink of
default, a
risis  that
was soon to



herald the process of liberalising
the Indian economy.

That the p>rocess of
reform itself was a crisis driven
response was a good enough
reason for some economists to
regard it as faulty. After all, they
said, India had no option but to
go in for liberalisation. Some, for
a change, attributed this to
pressure put on India by the
IMF-World Bank combine
(Nayyar & Bhaduri, 1995).

' Yes, India indeed had
n® option but to go in for
reforms in 1990-91, but to judge
the virtue of such a crisis driven
response in the Indian context,
one must rise above the common
tools used by participants of the
‘iieform slu”est’, some of the
most commonly used being that
of inflation, forex reserves, interest
rates, employment, poverty and
the like, and view the whole
process as a realignment and
redistribution of global productive
resources.

The Global Economy : Before
viewing the Indian economic
reform in tiie context of the
changing global economy, one
must understand that global
productive resources would flow
into only such economies which
are made out to be attractive in
terms of return on investment.
This is for economists sceptical
of developments that seek to
orient India in such a way so as
to make it attractive to
prospective global investors.
Cynics, however, view this as
bowing to international pressure.

Capital, as all other
productive resources, tend to flow
into those areas where it would
fetch the maximum possible
return, subject to the limitations
of it's immediate international
mobility and the stance taken on
by invested regions and nations

initially, protectionism, for
instance. Following from the
historical perspective on

development, the developed

nations had an upper hand in
developing their resources. By
'restources’, | refer to the stock of
human capital as it is perhaps
where productivity can be best
effected (Krugman, 1994). The
de\/eloped nations ~us had more
of productivity in almost all
categories of production, for our
convenience, we may categorise
them into three groups - high tech
products, goods that are
produced both by the West and
the developing nations (including
India), and labour intensive
goods that has been the domain
of most developing economies.
It cijn be surmised that the ratio
of productivities reflected in the
wage rates between the
developed and developing
economies go on increasing as
production demands more and
nrore of sophistication, or simply
put, capital and technology. From
the point of international trade,
it is the middle category which
has ushered in changes in the
distribution of productive
resources globally. As
productivities in developing
countries have risen in this
category, wage rates too have
risen adjusted to the sticky nature
which has meant costlier exports
to the developed nations (Korean
economy : ADB Report, 1996)
and a consequent fall in real
incomes in the West. Apart from
attracting investors to these
sectors of high productivity, such
developments have also brought
on buoyant growth in the
economies of developing nations
with the lack of capital being
compensated for by external
investment, a steady migration
of labour from labour intensive
sectore to the high productivity
sectore resulting in the rise in real
incomes in the former. Although,
the migration referred to above
(Lewis, 1979) has not been
noticed in India so far, there is
no gainsaying that pecuniary
benefits have accured to them.

There are however, a
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few things to be noted in this
model :

1. Productivity increases in the
middle category has been the
most buoyant as wage
differentials between the
developed and developing
nations is the greatest in this
category (except in high tech
areas where the lack of capital

Indo-US Trade

Value in Rs. '000 crore

1994-95  1995-96

Trade Balance

UNI

has hampered production) and
rising real incomes tend to
influence production very
positively. This has been
reinforced by the inflight of capital
into these sectors. Labour
intensive sectors have not been
so favourably influenced due to
disguised unemployment of
immense proportions and it
would take some time before
seemingly stagnant wages pick
up steam in these sectors.
2. The flight of ~obal capital to
developing economies is only
due to the sole reason that the
return on investment is higher.
3. The flight of capital as well
as the fall in real incomes in the
context of developed economies
is negligible compared to their
overall figures for the same.
However, it would be
too soon to declare liberalisation
as the panacea of all ills of the
Indian economy. While the



process of reform would certainly
boost productivity in the
economy, itshould be understood
that such effects would initially
be spread over only a few sectors
of the whole economy. It is at
this point where we have to
make the distinction between
what reforms can do for us and
vice versa. Liberalisation can, at
best, provide us the opportunity
to improve upon our productive
capacities but the bonus of
distribution of it's effects lie upon
us. Itis equally important to take
cognizance of the fact that the
process of transition would show
up as a J -shaped curve in the
context of overall effects of reform
on the economy (Bhagwati &
Srinivasan, 1995)

situation, but what makes it more
relevant to reforms is that only
such stability would initiate a
high growth self sustaining
process conducive to more
liberalisation in the economy.
India managed to overcome the
crisis of 1990-91 by resorting to
orthodox measures of correction
: cuts in expenditure, devaluation
of the rupee, opening up the
economy to foreign investment
and bringing down trade barriers.
Inspite of success achieved in
restoring external balance and
boosting exports, long term
sustainability of such a growth
process is suspected unless the
government deficit is tided over.
The concern about deficit and
the public debt associated with

| would now like toitlwisll perhaps a result of the

upon a few areas in brief which
would be crucial for the success
of reforms in the Indian economy.
Being not interested to join in

There’s always a catch-
you have to have a job!-

he ‘reform slugfest' with idS* of
mind boggling data on the
economy, I would be attempting
only a sketch of the actual

conditions prevailing in the
economy.
Macroeconomic Balance

Macroeconomic balance has no
dircct correlation to reforms. The
Indian economy must have
macroeconomic stability in any

implicit assumption that all, or
most, of the expenditure by the
government out of borrowed
funds is not, or would not be,
yielding any direct or indirect
returns, Michael V. Fbsner (1987)
makes this clear when he points
out that the Domar proposition
on debt dynamics warns us that
the alleged Keynesian cure for
steady state secular stagnation -
deficit pending without limit on
unproductive capital projects -
may not be sustainable. Another
departure we have to make is to
stress upon the gross deficit rather
than the net deficit or the
difference between the borrowing
and lending of the government
which assumes that the
government's impending
obligations can be set of against
it's financial assets and return on
capital invested. This, however,
is misleading as can be noticed
from the declining rate of return
from PSUs. A direct effect of
such borrowings has been a rise
in the interest burden on
government debt which has a
ratio to GDP has risen from 1.9
to 1980-81 to 4.4 in 1995-96
(BE). Commensurate to the limit
imposed upon the assurance of
ad hoes by the RBI to prevent
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monetisation, rates of interest on
market borrowings would assume
paramount importance, such
rates having risen form 10.2% in
1990-91 to 11.3% in 1995-96
(BE). The government would do
well to view such an option as
measure to reduce the deficit
rather than ijduce monetisation
of the deficit. Looking at it from
another angle, even if domestic
savings observed by the
government remains constant at
28.2% of GDP (1991-92), it
would mean that such borrowing
would absorb nearly 72% of the
financial savings of the household
sector since household savings
constitutes only 47% of that
sector's total savings. This would
mean that such borrowing has
been crowding out private
investment (shown up in rising
interest on non-food credit) which
would also result in higher rates
of interest in the economy. Apart
from adversely affecting
investment, this would most
certainly result in the higher
interest burden on the
government and consequent rise
in the deficit, or simply put, a
return to square one.

A major goal should,
therefore, be reduction in the
government deficit effected
through cuts in revenue
expenditure and not capital or
development expenditure as has
been noticed since the late
eighties. Efforts must be made to
tap savings in the economy and
not instead substitute domestic
savings by external flows, which
had been major anomaly with
the development effort since the
late sixties as a measure to
promote economic growth.

Trade and Taxation : The Indian
economy has seen far reaching
changes on this front with tariff
barriers being brought down
during the reform process.
Although this has reinforced
industrial growth in the economy
which has risen form a dismal



0.6% in 1991-92 to 12.1% in
1995-96, little effort has been
made in the revival of agricultural
trade. While this has been
opposed due to fears that it
might push up foodgrain prices
and adversely effect the i”oorer
sections of society, it needs to be
emphasised that steps need to
be taken on this front. Efforts
should be made at diverting
resources that presently go into
subsidisation into improving the
public distribution system and
ensuring that the real benefits
reach the poor. This would also
open up Indian agriculture to
international competition which
would inadvertently increase
efficiency of the agricultural
sector, besides such an effort
would be consistent with the
government's efforts at phasing
out export subsidies.

Tax reform in the reform
period has been carried out with
the best intentions to increase
the tax base and widen the tax
net to rope in moie and more
taxes. On the other hand, rates
have been lowered to improve
compliance which has shown up
in increased collections over the
years. Efforts are now on to
introduce the MODVAT scheme
in phases which will also add on
to earlier efforts at increasing
collections, harmonising the tax
rates and shift on to a more
value added basis of valuation.
Customs duties, however, need
to further harmonised to prevent
the distortion that our productive
sectors have so far been
expressed to.

The FinancialSector: This sector
has seen major changes in the
form of expansion of activities
associated with banking and
other financial activities which
has partly been due to the
incoming of portfolio investment
and the government's efforts at
renvigorating’ the market for
mobilisation of resources.
Regulatory institutions like the

SEBI has been set up to monitor
the functioning of the capital
markets and the concept of
deregulation of the financial
sector has been taken forward
which can be noticed from the
encouragement given to rural
financial institutions. Although,
some economists have criticised
deregulation on such scale due
to fears of higher financial and
transaction costs for financial
institutions, it needs to be
emphasised that such initial
hitches could be tided over by
better administration which will
result not only in higher
mobilisation of rural savings but
also in lowering of  usurious
interest rates in the rural sector
and thereby encourage
investments in more productive
areas. Another disconcerting
trend that has been noticed in
this sector has been the RBI's
interest in  reviving the
govemment's captive debt market

in ways that has imposed
restrictions on banks to cater to
priority sector lending.

Deregvilation should lead to the
emergence of a reference rate
which would help in planning for
investments and tide over the
problem of speculation that has

been reflected in the liquidity
conondreum affecting the
economy.

Invesbvents and Industrial Fblicv

Addressing  itself to some
issues of structural reform of
industrial policies, the,
government has abolished
industrial licensing requirements
for many industries and rules
relating to foreign equity
investiTient have been relaxed.
The exchange rate of the rupee
was also devalued which has
encouraged exports, this has been
reflected in higher growth of
exports that have seen the
coverage of imports by export
earnings go up to 80-85% and
reduction in the current account
deficit. In the capital account,
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the increases in portfolio
investment from $100 million in
1992-93 to about $3.5 billion in
1993-94 and FDI from $235
million in 1991 to $4.0 billion
in 1995-96 (govt, estimate) has
largely contributed to the rise in
foreign investment flows eis a

ratio to total flows into the
economy. While this has no
doubt encouraged investment in
the industrial sector, a lot remains
to be done on the infrastructure
front. The exclusive preference
given to the small sector in temns
of legislation formulated on the
basis of labour use also needs
to be viewed with askance.

Inspite of the reforms
undertaken since 1990-91, the
success of the whole process
would however crucially dep>end
on how the social sectors are
affected by the process of
opening up the economy.

We must, at this
instance, do justice to our earlier
observation that success of
reforms would be greatly
determined by the way we go
through the process of effecting
a rise in the equilibrium of the
economy through greater
integration with the global
economy.



The Seventh Wonder

other Issues

of the World in Jeopardy !

uring the last two decades India

has registered a significant indus

trial growth. But it is embarrassing
to'note that one of the 7th wonders of the
world is dying as a consequence of such
growth and is now pleading before the Su-
preme court for its right to survive. The 17th
century monument The Taj Mahal built by
Emperor Shah Jahan is losing its lustre.
Some yellow spots at various places on its
candid white surface are now seen. This
cumulative effect is attributed to the accu-
mulation of dust particles, corrosive gases
and carbon particles which musters the de-
cay of outer and inner surface of the great
monument.

Ecologists from various nooks of the
country have drawn a conclusion that the
Great Indian Monument— Taj Mahal has
suffered much more decay in the past 20
years or so than in the previous 300 years of

O Anupam Pradhan
M.Sc. Final (Zoology)

its existence due to alarming hike in air
pollution flooding the Agra City Considering
the type of pollution, the root cause of such
decay can be said to be the Mathura Refin-
ery located in the Taj Trapezium. Other exist-
ing industries within the range of Taj Trape-
zium expanding legally or illegally also dump
their emissions in the locality. Expert Com-
mittees have reported that the rate of emis-
sion is so intense that if nothing is done in
the coming few years the fate of this 7th
wonder is at stake and the day would not be
far when we shall have to look for the
lustrous Taj Mahal in pages of history only.

Apart form all these, the rise in traf-
fic density, projected to be manifold owing to
developmental activities is another threat to
the existence of Tag. The vehicular expulsions
are also largely responsible for the increase
in air pollution.

Further, it has come to notice that
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the visiting tourists from various parts of the
country as well as those from at)road touch
each beautifully crafted sculptures in order
to feel the marvellous works of great crafts-
men. In doing so they, without being a&fare
of the fact, deposit dust particles through
their dirty fingers. Water vapours too are
transferred wfith it to the site of touch which
leaves the position wet and pollutants sur-
rounding the monument gets a favourable
spot to adhere. This makes that concerned
part look dull and lustreless. '

The National Environmental Engineer-
ing Research Institute (NEERI), Nagpur, has
been actively engaged from the very begin-
ning in the assessment of the problem and
its solution. According to
the available data the big-

gest pollutiant of the Tgj the Taj Mahal or else very
Mahal locality has been the soon we shall have to go down the

refinery at Mathura which pages of histo_ry to v_erify Its existence
was established during the onge upon a tlme_. Thl_s is the affluence
early seventies. Regarding which we have inherited from our an-
gaseous emissions the cestors and are going to leave as a put are also
Mathura Refinery has been legacy for our descendents.

allowed to emit
sulphurdioxide (SO.) to the extent of 1000
kg/hr. Dr. Varadarajan Committee, after due
scientific, investigation and with consultation
with experts of the country and aboard,
specified (in its report of 1977) a limit of
1000 kg/hr of SO, emisssion from the refin-
ery which would nave negligible impact on
Taj Environment. Mathura refinery located in
the sensitive Taj Trapezium area is now emit-
ting from its chimneys about 24,000 kg of
SOg a day. No visible attempt has been
made thereafter to review the situation. But
official statements are being made that the
environmental standards has been improving
and that continuous effort is being made to
bring down SOj emission still further below
500 kg/hr. Stress is being laid on enhancing
the voluntary involvement of concerned in-
dustrial units, in such efforts. A study which
was undertaken in 1990 in order to assess
the environmental impact of the Mathura
refinery, has established the cause meffect
relationship between the ecosystem elements
in the Agra - Mathura region and rise in Air
pollution levels. The gaseous pollutants being
acidic in nature, have an impact on biotic as
well as abiotic components of the ecosys-
tem such as plants, building materials, marble
and red stone.

The reluctant attitude of the govern-

ment on the Taj issue is clear, though sad.
The Taj Mahal which was distinctly visible
from far away for its lustre is not visible now
even form a range of 1000 mts. The white
marble stones has been turning yellow and
will be turning to black very soon if the
government does not evolve any time bound
action plan at the earliest to combat pollu-
tion problems in and around the Ta Trape-
zium.

According to the Public Liabilities Act,
1991, —"any establishment which manufac-
tures or handles any of the specified hazard-
ous substances owes an absolute and non-
deletable responsibility to the' community to
ensure that the dangerous nature of the
activity undertaken by it
does not cause any harm
to anyone. The estab-
lishments are not only
supposed to conduct the
business with the high-
est standards of safety
liable to
compensate in the event
of harmful effect of their
business on community.” This written law
sounds noble but still its effective implemen-
tation is wanting. The increase in the air
pollution level in and around Taj Mahal locali-
ties is a threat to public opulence and here
the above act should be implemented seri-
ously. Moreover proper implementation of the
acts and rules can act as an effective resis-
tance against the environmental polluters
only through awakening of human conscious-
ness regarding environmental safety.

The Taj Mahal is a precious monu-
ment which we have received from our
forefathers. We haven't been able to appre-
ciate its beauty, that doesn’'t mean that we
have the right to destroy it too. Let it survive
and let others applaud this antique piece of
craftsmanship. The administrative machinery
specifically, should take the full responsibility
of guarding it. Industries around Ta Trape-
zium which run solely on unscrupulous profit
motive should be prosecuted. Save the Taj
Mahal or else very soon we shall have to go
down the pages of history to verify its
existence once upon a time. This is the
affluence which we have inherited from our
ancestors and are going to leave as a legacy
for our descendents.

ooboao
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Refurbishing

ndia never had to face such a

jeopardous situation it is facing
today. Over the last five decades,
an innpression has been created
thatIndia has become the largest sustainable
democracy. But parliamentary democracy is a
highly civilized and sophisticated system. It
is a tender plant. Unless nursed with care,
grace and civility, it is bound to wither away.
Indians today are totally baffled by
the domestic political scenario. There has
been cataclysmic changes before and after
1996 elections. Moreover, mandate of the
people this year made it evident that they
have been loosing faith in the political parties
and their promises as the leaders are becom-
ing more selfish, greedy and as their lust for
chair has been making them the real para-
sites of our society. The B.J.P. did emerge as
the single largest party and did form a
government with Atal Behari Vajpayee as the
prime minister but on the D - day they could
not prove their majority at the floor of the
house and Vajpayee resigned without facing
a vote in his motion. President then called
upon H.D. Deve Gowda to form a govern-
ment who was supported by congress |, the
second largest party, from outside. Thus a
coalition government under the banner 'United
Front' with Deve Gowda as the PM was
sworn in on 1st June '96 and won the vote
of confidence in the house on 12 June '96.
But the present Gowda ministry is a
different coalition because of its own unique
mould. The UF.
coalition is a
phenomenon of

political expedi- sfirvive or

on the mercies of s

CurrentIssues
Indian Politics

O Nihar Ranjan Bhatiachatjee
T.D.C. 1l Year

question is — can they survive?

Now let us consider the facts when :

i) The parliament is not allowed to
perform for a full term for which representa-
tives are being sent spending hundreds of
crores.

ii) One is elected on a platform with
one manifesto campaigning against some
other parties but eventually, after results, join
hands with the other.

iii) One is accused, he goes out to
form a one man party.

iv) The P.M. is not a member of
Parliament even though there is no emer-
gency.

V) Ministers have criminal background
and more interestingly can fight elections
from behind the bars.

Evaluating all these facts, can really
the constitution, balancing all its rituals and
traditions survive?

RECONSTRUCTING THE STATE ORGANS.
The irony of the day is that the
goyernment of the country might survive or
collapse on the mercies of a defeated party.
The constitution is regarded a holy docu-
ment and any disrespect towards it is termed
antisocial. Moreover it is a vehicle not a goal
and therefore in order to preserve the sanc-
tity of the constitution, it must be amended
substantially before it is too late.
Secondly, secularism has become the
main plank posted on which the new con-
glomeration has

I1fel,_
tainiy not norm that the

the ommtry ">faht

re*

ency. It is a con-
glomerate of
more than a
dozen of parties

St S
differences, dif-
ferent manifes-
tos, diverse and
conflicting inter-
ests. And more

parties which align with

[*gSu” Should “*brand
other parties as com-

and raise the
m\f of secularism. T
India is to be a fully
secular society where
every Muslim, Christian,
Sikh, Jain or Jew is an
‘equal’ citizen as any
Hindu, the Indian constitution must make

defeated party.;The constitu™n

garded e hoty ~“xatment and any diere-
tovtranle it IS*mted an”~soclai jl/tore«
it ie a vehBJb liOt a goat and ihefe>
fore in order to preserve the sanctity of
the oonstitutton’i\ ft must be ameiided
etan”ally before it is too iate

importantly the constituent parties fought
tooth and nail before elections but joined
hands in their craze for power. The main

consequential provision prohibiting political
parties based on caste, creed and religion
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and also prevent accepted leaders (may be
swamijis or imams) from directing their fol-
lowers to a particular party.

Thirdly, Rajya Sabha was framed to
be constituted by experienced statesman,
sociologist, economist, iiterateurs, legal pun-
dits, artist, scientists and specialist who
could review and direct the work of Lok
Sabha. But today, Rajya Sabha is composed
of groups having political patronage not hav-
ing people's verdict, who also could be made
members of central cabinet. Dr. Manmohan
Singh, the former Union Finance minister
during Narasimha Rao's regime, a man of
integrity and wisdom had to take protection
of some fake documents in order to be
elected as a Rajya Sabha member from
Assam. When government has for a person
like Dr. Manmohan Singh to adopt such
methods, honesty
in public life does

attained adulthood. No more spoon-feeding
to the state are required. Let it be known
that all states without exception, irrespective
of their political complexion, want more power.
As an extra caution , article 356 of the
constitution, permitting imposition of
President's rule in the states may be retained
with solid provisions for protection against
misuse.

Finally, in another context, a stage is
reached where Indian democracy need to be
evaluated again. With rise in parties, horse
trading is on the increase by use of money
or by other lures such as offer of a cabinet
berth or chairpersonship of a company, it
would be wise to take action before it is too
late. The electorate has no real choice. When
one votes for a candidate with outstanding
personality he lands up with a moribund and
corrupt state level out-
fit. And if the party both

get ajolt. There is
no justification of
the existence of
the Upper House
unless it is 'non-
political' in its
character. This is
a major constitu-

The electorate has no real choice. When
one votes for a candidate with outstand-
ing personality he lands up with a mori-
bund and corrupt state level outfit. And if
the party both at centre and state are
well groomed and acceptable, one might
have to vote for a dishonest candidate

at centre and state are
well groomed and ac-
ceptable, one might have
to vote for a dishonest
candidate and Vvice
versa.

in such a situation the
democratic system could

tional distraction
which one day will
have to be recti-
fied; the sooner the better.

Fourthly, the defection law permits
one third of a party to form another group or
party. This provision is now being used often
by groups which join a party which during
elections it had opposed. If cleaner stan-
dards of political life have to be the order of
democratic life, a member which joins an-
other party must resign and seek new man-
date since he was elected on a given man-
date.

and vice versa.

Fifthly, the need now for the political
parties is to sit together and discuss the
causes why such situation arose and find a
perennial solution. 1996 Lok Sabha elections
failed to focus on any national issue. The
State level issues were in the lime light and
hence many regional parties came in the
frontrun. All regional parties of the U. F will
be cautious about how the central proposals
and laws will affect their parties in the state.
So, decentralization of power is the need of
the hour. All states must be made autono-
mous. National parties emphasise on national
interests such as Defence, Currency, Foreign
affairs and so on. As such even fifty years
after the independence, the states have not

be a party based Execu-

tive and non partisan

Parliament . In such a
system, the president and the vice president,
who constitute a part of the parliament
would be elected by direct vote, and the
executive consisting the prime minister and
his cabinet would be from the party com-
manding majority in the house. The president
should have some more control over the
executive. The same should be repeated In
the state level.

The model may seem an innovation
or may be rejected, but if true democracy is
to survive a model similar to this has to be
designed.

The political scenario faced today is
not in tune with true democracy nor with the
spirit of constitution. The constitution need
to be reviewed with a different kaleidoscope
before it collapses to the mounting strains.
Indians must keep their morals high to safe-
guard their democracy and if it does exist for
a few more decades inspite of the adverse
circumstances, Indian democracy will mature
and become more vibrant, really viable and a
much more sustained democracy. More im-
portantly citizens must be alert and watchful
because vigilance is the price that has to be
paid for liberty and justice. 0OO0O
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MANAGEMENT —

ith the growing industrialization, ex
(® panding public sector, expanding

firms operating in a wide variety of
markets and with intensified competition both
at home and abroad, the need for competent
and professionally trained managers is fast
increasing in India. The importance of profes-
sional management is now recognised not
only in business and industrial sector where
the role of managers is self-evident, but also
in other sectors of development including
financial, commercial and social services,
health, education and governmental adminis-
tration. !

Keeping in view the above scenario,
an MBA (Master of Business Administration)
degree, the apparent key to success in the
corporate world, is the most sought after
professional qualification today. It is a key to
a large number of avenues for the person to
choose from.

Business education is a relatively re-
cent development in India. The first MBA
schools in the country viz. The Indian Insti-
tutes of Management (IIMs) in Calcutta and
Ahmedabad were started only in the years
1961 and 1962 respectively. As business
grew to appreciate MBA's and the business
world grew more complex and competitive, a
large numbers of business schools came into
existence. Today Mumbai (Bombay) alone has
11 business institutes where from 800 MBA's
graduate every year.

Currently there are about 143 Insti-
tutes in India which offer programmes in
management at the post-Graduate level. The
programmes cover a wide spectrum from
Business Management and Industrial Admin-
istration to Health Care, administration of
public enterprises. Financial and Portfolio man-
agement, Rural management. Personnel Man-
agement, Hotel Management, Forest Man-
agement, Labour Management’ Agricultural
Management, Hospital Management etc.

A few premier institutes in India con-

The Golden Option

O RanJH Baruab
T.D.C. Il Year

ducting management programmes are given
below ;

INDIAN INSTITUTES OF MANAGEMENT (IIM) :

These are the most premeir manage-
ment institutes in the country. There are four
[IM's in the country. They are at Ahmedabad
(IIMA), Calcutta (IIMC), Bangalore (IIMB) and
Lucknow (lIML). They conduct a two-year
full time programme leading to a Post-Gradu-
ate Diploma in Management (PGDM) which
is equivalent to an MBA awarded by any
University in India or abroad.

The I[IMs together have 770 seats,
IMA - 180 seats, IIM Bangalore -180, I|IM
Calcutta - 290 seats and [IM Luknow - 120.
The qualifications required are second class
Bachelors’ Degree or equivalent with mini-
mum 50 per cent marks (45 per cent for the
SC/ST) in Arts, Commerce, Science, Agricul-
ture, Engineering, Dairy Science, Veterinary
Shience etc. with a minimum of 50% marks
(45% for the SC/ST candidates) at the high
school level Final examinations (Senior School
Certificate /Higher Secondary Final Examina-
tion).

Addresses of the institutes :
Indian Institute of Management
Vastrapur, Ahmedabad - 380 015

Indian Institute of Management
Bannerghatta Road, Bangalore
Pin-560 076

Indian Institute of Management
Joka, Diamond Harbour Road
RO. Box 16757, Calcutta - 700027

Indian Institute of Management
Sector - 1; Aliganj Extn.
Luknow-226 020
XAVIER LABOUR RELATIONS
(XLRI) :

The XLRI, Jamshedpur offers a
specialisation course in Industrial relations

INSTITUTE
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which is rated highly among the courses in
Personel Management in India. It also con-
ducts a well recognised general MBA
programme.

Address :

XLRI, Jamshedpur

P.O. Box 222, Jamshedpur - 831 001

INSTITUTE OF RURAL MANAGEMENT,
ANAND. (IRMAy :

It offers students programme which
focuses solely on Rural development using
the co-operative model. It offers a post-
graduate programme in Rural Management.
This qualification is at par with any MBA
degree in the country.

Adress :

Institute of Rural Management, Anand

RO. box no-60, Anand - 388 001

Eligibility 50% aggregate marks in the
Graduate level in any discipline (45% for the
SC/STs)

INDIAN

lilFT)
This institute focuses solely on For-

eign Trade.

Address :

IIFT, B-21, Mehrauii Institutional Area, New

Delhi-16.

INSTITUTE OF FOREIGN TRADE

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FASHION TECH-
NOLOGY (NIFT) :

The NIFT focuses only on the gar-
ment industry. Being a premier institute it
offers excellent opportunities specially for
the girls who have a flair for designing.
Adress :

NIFT, East Plaza, Indira Gandhi Stadium, Nev/
Delhi-2

MASTER OF FINANCE AND CONTROL (MFC):
The Master of Finance and Control

(MFC) offers specialization in these areas

and is conducted by the University of Delhi,

South Campus.

Adress :

Master of Finance and Control

University of Delhi, South Campus, Delhi -

110 007.

THE TATA INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL SCIENCE
(TISS) :

The TISS conducts an MA in Person-
nel Management which is rated highly in the
industry as a world class qualification in that
area.

Adress :
Tata institute of Social
Bombay - 400 088

Science, Deonar,

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL WELFARE
AND BUSINESS MANAGEMENT (lISWBM) ;
The I[ISWBM, Calcutta conducts a
Post -Graduate Diploma course in a variety of
subjects which include Environmental Man-
agement, Energy Management, Transport
Management and Hospital Management. It
also conducts a programme on Labour work,
viz Diploma in Social Welfare.
Eligibility : Engineering or Biology (Science)
graduates for Environmental Management;
Economics and Commerce graduates for
Transport Management; Engineering and Phys-
ics graduates for Energy Management.
Adress :
IISWBM, Management House,
College Square West
Calcutta-700 073.

JAMNALAL BAJAJ INSTITUTE OF MANAGE-
MENT STUDIES :

It offers a two year diploma course in
masters in Management Studies equivalent
to MBA.

Adress :

Jamnalal Bajagj Institute of Management stud-
ies

Dadabhai Naoroji House, 164, Backbay Rec-
lamation

Road no - 3; Bombay - 400 020.

CHETNA INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT :

It offers a two year full time course
in masters in Management Studies.
Adress :

Chetna Institute of Management

Survey no 341, Bandra

East, Bombay-400 051

XAVIER INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT :

It offers a two year full time course
for post-Graduate Diploma in Management.
Applicants have to appear for the Common
Admission Test (CAT) conducted by the In-
dian Institute of Management.



Adress ;
Xavier Institute of Management
Post Box - 133, Bhubaneshwar - 751 013

MUDRA INSTITUTE OF COMMUNICATION :
This premeir institute in the field of

communication offers a Post-Graduate di-

ploma in Communications. The eligibility is

bachelors degree in any discipline. Candi-

dates have to appear at CAT conducted by

the 1IMs.

Address :

Mudra Institute of Communications, MICA,

Shela, Ahmedabad - 380 051.

Besides all these, there are a host of
other management institutes. Some well
known and some lesser known. Nowadays,
many institutes are tying up with good for-
eign institutes and offering a programme on
the lines of the foreign institutions. Ah MBA
graduate can command a good pay struc-
ture. Graduates from the IIMs can expect an
emolument of around Rs. 10,000 to Rs 15,
000.00 per month as the starting salary
depending on the company in which they are
absorbed. The basic for other graduates in
most of the companies can be a minimum of
Rupees 85,000 to One lakh per annum, on
the average.

MBA AND JOURNALISM :

Of late, thers is a perceptible change
in the MBA degree holders' career planning.
He is looking at the employment opportuni-
ties beyond the realms of business which do
not require business degrees. Journalism,
more specifically, economic journalism is one
profession the MBA degree holders have
been targetting in recent times. Though this
profession does not seem anything extraordi-
nary to offer to attract an MBA professional
yet many a fresh graduates are making
beeline for this profession. One reason for
this as personnels in this profession claim, is
that apart from the handsome pay structure,
this job profile offer excellent opportunities
for those who are interested in venturing into
something of his own, to acquire knowledge
about the field and make contacts which can
be fruitful in later years. Financial journalism

gives an overview of how the businessworld
functions. This profession also has plenty to
offer to persons with an academic bent of
mind as it has to do a lot with research,
writing and latest trends culminating in the
synthesis of a career and a hobby.

HOTEL MANAGEMENT :

The hospitality industry is another
industry which is on the fast track. This
industry offers a lot of challenge, travelling
and chances of meeting different people.
Keeping in view the demand for technically
qualified personnels and the inadequate sup-
ply, it is little wonder that jobs are secured
for all hotel management students. This in-
dustry demands a lot of hard work, persons
who can take initiative and with a charming
personality, great stamina for hard work and
the ability to remain calm under trying situ-
ations are the right ones for this career.

There are many institutes which offer
programmes to the candidates. In the gov-
ernment sector, the National Council for
Hotel Management and Catering Technology
(NCHMCT), New Delhi offers a 3-year di-
ploma programme at 18 centres in the coun-
try, including one at Guwahati. Besides those,
the Taj group offers a two-year graduate
management training programme which im-
parts skills in every aspect of hotel manage-
ment, in its training institute at Aurangabad.
The Oberoi Group of Hotels also have their
own training institute nanhed Oberoi Centre
for Learning and Development. Another fa-
mous hotel chain is the Welcomegroup, which
also have its own Graduate School of Hotel
Administration at Manipal in Karnataka, of-
fering a three - year Bachelors' degree course
in Hotel-management.

Management education in India has
made a rapid progress especially during the
last two decades. With the increasing em-
phasis on technological advancement, indus-
trial growth, modernisation, effective utiliza-
tion of resources and the need to compete
aggressively both in the domestic and export
market, there is no doubt that the role of
management education and training will be-
come even more crucial in the years to coma

ooo
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Gender Bias : Will

s womanhood d curse? The ques-

» tion of women's right have unfor
A tunately become a disputed issue (to
a certain extent) all over the globe. In India itself
women today go out for jobs and maintain the
household at the same time while the other
gender still seems to
be clinging to the male
ego. It have always
been women who are
giving in every walk of

In the recent
years, intelligent women
have come up with bril-
liant carriers, but only
to find themselves in a
dilemma, as most of them are compelled to make
a choice between the two-'Carrier’ or 'Family'.
This discrimination begins at the time of birth
itself. To add to the sorrow, pre-natal ultrasound
tests are sometimes conducted to identify the sex
of the unborn child and kill her in the wonrib.
Inspite of making loud appeals for ensuring secu-
rity to women folk, the official figures suggest
that in India

A woman is raped in every 40 minutes™
(This ratio is every B minutes in USA-One of the
highest in the world.)

A women is kidnapped in every 44 min-

Let every man remember that a society
where the woman is deprived of her right
life. to live with self-dignity, can have no man
of dignity, for the
begins with that of a woman.

Burning Topics
There Be Justice ?

O Nandinee Sharma
T.D.C. Il Year

utes.

17 women are killed for dowry everyday
and the rate of conviction of the accused is also
very low.

Of ail the working women in India only
4% are in the orga-
nized sector.

Lately, girl child
labour and prostitution
] is alarmingly on the
life of every man increase.

Reservation of
jobs for woman candi-
dates in different jobs, seats in city buses donot
however imply that the intensity of women exploi-
tation has been reduced. Legislation is not enough
to wipe out the atrocities innflicted upon woman.
Every individual heart has to realise the necessity
of ensuring security to the women folk. This
question of ensuring security to the woman folk
lies open for all in the platfornri. Let every man
remember that a society where the woman is
deprived of her right to live with self-dignity, can
have no man of dignity, for the life of every man
begins with that of a woman.

HUMOUR

He is the cow :

CALCUTTA'S Telegraph has got hold of an answer paper
of a candidate at the recent UPSC examinations. The
Candidate has written an eassy on the Indian cow.
"The cow is a successful animal. Also he is quadruped,
and because he ts female, give milk, but will do so
when he is got child. He is same like God, sacred to
Hindus and useful to man. But he has got four legs
together. Two are forward and two are afterwards.
"His whole body can be utilised for use. More so the
milk. What can it do? Various ghee, butter, cream, curd,
why and the condensed milk and so forth. Also he is
useful to cobbler, watermans and mankinds generally.
"His motion Is slow only because he is of asitudinious
species. Also his other motion is much useful to trees,
plants as well as making flat cakes in hand and drying
in sun. Cow Is the only animal that extricates his
feeding after eating. Then afterwards she chew with his
teeth whom mare situated in the inside of the mouth. He
is incessantly in the meadows in the grass.

ood
Collected by
O Thang Paul Buril
T.D.C. Il Year

" His only attacking and defending organ is the horn,
specially so when he is got child. This is doen by
knowing his head whereby he causes the weapons to
paralleled to the ground of earth and instantly proceed
with great velocity forwards.
"He has got tail also, but not like similar animals. It has
hairs on the other end of the other side. This is done to
firghten away the flies which alight on his choa body
whereupon he gives hit with it.
The palms of his feet are soft unto the touch. So the
grasses heads would not get crushed. At night time
have poses by looking down on the ground and he
shuts his eyes like his relatives, the horse does not do
so.
"This is the cow"
P.S. : We are inforned that the candidate passed the
exam.

0ood
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CurrentTalk

no nobel Prize For Mathematics; Why?

his prize, instituted by Alfred

Bernhard Nobel (1833-1896) is

being offered every year since
10th December, 1901, the fifth death anni-
versary of Nobel. Only the choicest persons
amongst the choices in the respective fields
have been awarded the prize. Even Bernhard
Nobel himself, long ago, had very categoricaly
stated in his will, "The most worthly shall
receive the prize whether he is a Scandina-
vian or not."

Nobel prize, at present, is offered in
six different fields - Chemistry, Physics, Medi-
cine, Economics, Literature and Peace, -
Mathematics being deprived a position
amongst them. But none can overlook the
contribution of mathematics to science - its
relation with different branches of science.
Yet no Nobel prize for mathematics!

As an explanation of this "paradox™ -
yes, you may say it a paradox - there are two
versions that are current within the scientific
community. And interestingly (or unfortu-
nately) both lead to the same conclusion -
hatred and dislikeness for each other be-
tween Bernhard Nobel, inventor of the devas-
tating explosive "Dynamite”, which made
him a millioniare and Magnus Gosta Mittage
- Leffler (1846-1927), the then leading Swed-
ish mathematician.

O Swah Mohd. Nashre-ullslam
T.D.C. lll Year

According to one version which has
come to be known as the French - American
version Mittage Leffler had an “affair" with
Nobel’'s wife. And this version holds this
affair as the reason which eventually de-
prived Mathematics from its deserved posi-
tion in Nobel awards. To be with the second
version which is called the Swedish version,
Bernhard Noble was fully sure that if there
were to be a Nobel prize for mathematics,
Mittage Leffler could influence the Royal
Swedish Academy Of sciences and would,
no doubt, become the first recipient. But
Nobel was never in favour of this. Nobel
therefore categorically stated in his will that
there will be no prize for mathematics.

Amongst the above two versions,
interestingly, the French - American version
enjoys much popularity in the mathematical
circles in spite of the fact that Nobel was a
confirmed bachelor. A more convincing evi-
dence of this is that both the men- Nobel
and Mittage Leffler were interested in the
same woman. Mathematicians at the Mittage
Leffler Mathematical Institute at Dejursholm,
however, hold the opinion that there could
have been hundred other reasons for their
mutual dislike, because they both belonged
to aristocratic Swedish families.

ooag
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—Bertrand Russell

QUfCOWMN O 19



PRESERVAHON OF SECULARISM

CurrentTalk
IS INDIA

O Miss Ritu Agarwal.
M.A. Previous, Fblitical Science

“The right of*teligion and outward observance ofpiety should be in accordance with public peace

and well being”

ecularism as the refutation of any
fonn of the theocratic culture and
repugnant to the domination of any
church of priest, entails the supremacy of the
democratic state over thie existing pre-democratic
formations. Modem state has emerged on the
collapse of theocracy, its secular character exhibits
itself when it remains distant from distinct forms
of divisive, separatist and non-democratic politics
of religious
communalism.
The modem
Indian state created
in 1947, is an
association of citizens-
equal and free-
irresf>ective of caste,
creed, religion, sex or
status. “The Fbople
ofIndia”is termed a
'secular’ state. The
constitution of India
does not patronise
any religion nor does
it interfere with it.
Irrespective
of this borrowed
terminology, the spirit of secularism is as old as
history. In Indian culture, against the background
of various religious communities, we find the
slogan The World is the family'. This strong
sentiment is well-reflected in the deeds of emperor
Ashok, Akbar, Saint Kabir and Gandhi. Even in
our great freedom sbxiggle, people from all walks
of life came together against the exploitative
British rule manifesting that religion was no bar
in making concerted efforts for the sake of the
country.
Therefore, while continuing its deep-

fertile

R. Ambedkar,

It seems that India is one of the least
land for
secularism. Can the political order be
secularised, while the society remains
fwidamentally non-secular? ks Dr. B.
India's most famous
untouchable, declared *The religious
conceptions in the country are so vast
and varied that they cover every aspect can the
from birth to death. In India there is
nothing which is not religious.”

— Spinoza, Theologico - Fblitical- Treatise-XIX.

rooted traditions of glorious past, India preferred
to be a secular state after partition despite
Islamisation o ffhkistan. The path of secularism
was the path of civilization. As the civilization
advances, secularism flourishes. Indeed, we cannot
trace the sign of secularism among the savages.
But mere adoption of secularism was not
the goal. Rather secularism was to be brought
from the political life to the social life of the
people. But the
road to
secularism has
the growth of not  been
proved to be
smooth and
convenient.

It seem that
India is one of
the least fertile
land for the
growth of
secularism.

folitical order
be secularised,
while the
society remains
fundamentallynon-secular? Dr. B. R. Ambedkar,
India's most famous untouchable, declared “The
religious conceptions in the country are so vast
and varied that they cover every aspect from birth
to death. In India there is nothing which is not
reli~ous.”

Secondly, the most dangerous issue which
plagues India today, is communalism, the seeds
of which were sown by the British. However, the
removal of communal electorates did not remove
communalism. In order to meet the challenges,
certain provisions were envisaged in the

O 70 cormavw o 20



constitution. Various articles of the constitution
implies India as a secular state. 42ad amendment
carried out in 1976 made this provision explicit.
Articles 25, 26, 27, 28 and 30 also visualise the
dream of a secular state.

Inspite of these provisions, Indian polity
and society have not been immuned against the
communal virus. The RSS, VHR Akeili Dal,
Muslim League and certain other organisations
and political parties have used the communal
card with a view to further their interests. As a
consequence, the country has been witnessing
numerous riots in various parts. Using the minority
sentiment for capturing votes is also a blur on
the secular polity. The events of December 6,
1992 in Ayodha and of » u ™ 1993 in Bombay
shocked the conscious Indian, the secular nature
of the Indian Polity became dubious.

However, we have overlooked the
importance of nationalism in building a secular
state. We tend to define secularism in India to
mean the acceptance of multi-communalism. In
practice, therefore, unicommunalism is assumed
to be against secularism. India is inseparably a
land of religious pluralism. The pluralistic nature
of Indian society also deters the state to declare
the country as patronising a particular reli~on.
This is why, secularism in India is the destiny of
the nation, which works as a binding force. In
this context, we need a true secularstatQ in which
the empty rhetoric of secularism and rule of law
can be replaced by the spirit of Akbar's SULH-
I-KUL, rrieaning universal tolerance. True
secularism can be built only on the basis of

WHItT IS THE DIFFEREMCcE

BETWieEN DISCOVERY AND FA-THER

genuine secular principles. The state should
remain neutral and fair, and above religious
accommodation and religious controversy.

Today, even after the demolition of Babri
Masijid, we all have an opportunity to counter
extremism of any kind and to make India stronger
and more united with the adoption of a ration™
and realistic approach-helping the poors of all
communities by spreading social education,
opening new avenues of gainful employment,
creating a responsible administration and by
enhancing communication among various sects.
During December riots, BHIWANDI, a town in
Maharastra, presented a fine example of co-
existence and tolerance.

SARVA DHARMA SAMABHAVA. This
was the spirit in which Mahatma Gandhi
approached the various religions of men. The
president Shankar Dayal Sharma's interpretation
of secularism in India indicates a political
philosophy, whose moral basis of SARVA
DHARMA SAMABHAVA and VASUDHEV
KUTUMBAKAM should provide the right
atmosphere for building a secular polity. India
must be a secular state in the same sense in
which one can say that India is a democracy.

oono

Editor's Note : In the true sense of the word,
secularism cannot be equated to religiouspluralism.
In the Indian context the word is being used with
a peculiar meaning.

IS VERY SfMPLE &ip..yOUR,
yo>JK

MOTHEP. iMe Nt e]) yoU
Sanjib Dole”
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The G olden

ockey, the only game in which

India can maintain its hope in Olym

pics was an organised game or
sport in India even before the Olympic Games
started and for a while India dominated the
game. But now even that Single medal has
become a dream.

It is difficult to say when and where
was first Hockey played. However, different
evidences confirm that it was played as long
before as six thousand years ago in Nile
Valley in a very crude form as it might had
been some other game resemhiinn hor.kev. It
was also believed that hockey
was born in Persia in 500
B.C. as Polo was played in
Persia and it was thought that
hockey was a direct descen-
dent of that. Greeks and Ro-
mans who were the pioneers
in every field had also made
their contribution to this game.

The word 'hockey' was prob-
ably derived from ‘hoquet’ a
form of game played in France
with a ball and a stick. Onlv
at about 1850 A.D. the gami
appeared in a disciplined man-
ner with rules and regula-
tions. Wimbledon Hockey dub
of London formulated most o
the present rules of this game.

India was introduced
to this present form of the “me only in the
first decade of this century V the Britishers.
The first hockey club was si up in Calcutta
and later Bombay also beche one of the
key centres of Hookey in liiia

Participating for the pt time in 1928,
the Amsterdam Olympic Infin hockey team

Sports

Past and Present Failures

O Dhrubajyoti Sahariah.
MA Rnal Year

created history by bagging the gold medal in
hockey and thereby started its golden jour-
ney which ended in 1960 Rome Olympics.
The team formed by the likes of Dhyan
Chand (Centre Forward) Eric Penniger (Centre
half) Roop Sing (Inside left) Sayeed
Mahammed Jaffer (left wing) it was a dra-
matic climax to the country's debut in world
hockey. In fact the Amsterdam victory brought
the country's first prize in world sports
events, which incidentally happened to be
the most prestigious prize. In this Olympics
Dhyan Chand earned the tittle of ‘Wizard' for
exceptional performance. In
1932 Olympics India defeated
United States by twenty four
goals to one, the highest score
lin any international hockey
match and it is still a world
record. In 1936 Olympics,
under the captaincy of Dhyan
Chand, India defeated Ger-
many in the final, eight goals
to nil. Dhyan Chand as the
greatest centre forward in the
history of hockey was
undebatably established when
he completed the target of
scoring 200 goals in only 43
matches of his sports carrier.
Due to the partition of the
country India played the 1948
LXndon Olympic with many
unexperienced players. Players like Ali Iglidar
Shah Dona, Abdul Qayyam Khan migrated to
Pakistan. But India could retain its glory
claiming the gold. After partition India won 3
more golds in the Olympic hockey succes-
sively blit its supremacy was no longer as
complete. In London 1948 India did have two
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close matches against Spain (2-0) and Hol-
land (2-1). In the final she humbled down to
her recent colonial master great Britain 4-0.
At Helsinki Olympics (1952) also Indian su-
premacy was maintained and India won the
Olympic crown for the fifth time. India won
the Olympic medal for the 6th time succes-
sively in Melbourne Olympics - 1956 crash-
ing Pakistan out in
the final with a lone
goal. It was the first
match against Paki-
stan since the cre-
ation of Pakistan.

The Indian
monopoly was, for
the first time,
overcomed in the
Rome Olympics -
1960. India was
defeated by Paki-
stan by one goal in
the final. However
four years hence
India could regain the gold in Tokyo Olympics
under the captaincy of Charanjit Singh. It
was at the 1968 Olympics held in Mexico
that India could not make to the final for the
first tima She went down to Australia 172
and took the bronze, repeating the same in
1972. Conditions became worse years after
and it was in the 1976 Olympics India failed
to get even the bronze medal and was placed
7th. It was a longgap of 16 years when
India was crowned againwith theOlympic
gold medal in 1980 Moscow Olympics. That
was the last feather of glory in the Indian
cap in Olympic hockey.

The present performance of the India
hockey team at the Olympics is so miserable
that all previous glories are nhow only memo-
ries of distant past. Atlanta again proved that
we are presently a negligible figure in the
international Sports arena. But what made
the Indian Hockey come down to earth de-
spite once being able to mount the peak.

Olympics,

The Montreal Olympic - 1976 was the point
from where Indian down fall had begun and
is still continuing. At the Montreal Olympics
matches were played in Austro-turfs for the
first time and the symphony of grass fields
where India shared mastery was lost. Merely
blaming the players is not the real answer.

Several factors are

suimultaniously

"....In 1932 Olympics India defeated Unitec responsible for
States by twenty four goals to one, the this
highest score in any international
match and it is still a world record. In 1936 {echnology is one
under the captaincy of Dhyar of them. For in-
Chand, India defeated Germany in the final stance in India we
eight goals to nil. Dhyan Chand as the Nave only 25-30
greatest centre forward
hockey was undebatably established wher ¢y compared to
he completed the target of scoring 200 goals Hollands, 200. In-
in only 43 matches

downfall.
Lack of proper
management

hockey

Astro-turfs

in the history o through out coun-

" dia still plays in

the traditional 5-
3-2 formation, and most of the players are
unable to cope up with the present speed of
the game. Besides these lack of grass-root
organisations, lack of economic security of
players, lack of proper planning and the
government turning a blind eye are some of
the causes that leave the Indian hopes hang-
ing nowhere. Is not only players but the
whole concerned management must think
for a while and check the track in which we
are moving and if that is not done right now,
the legacy that persons like Dhyan Chand,
Pinniger, Roop Sing left will be lost forever.
We don't think that by losing in Atlanta we
have lost everything but efforts should be
made to avoid such insulting defeats. If we
thoroughly mend our apparent loop-holes we
can definitely claim that the glory will be
again ours. Sydney will prove how for we
have connected ourselves. Let's wait with

hope.

ooo

O'KfCOwmM O 23



Current Affairs

CURRENT GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES

surreal
vision

N h as
always come to
haunt me
whenever | have
sat down to pen
down this articia
The vision of a
wildly spinning
globe, slowly
melting, with an
eagle, it's wings
outstretched,
sitting on top of
it — an image
which Salvadore
Dali would have
loved to bring to life within the confines of
his canvas, it is often said thiat truth is
stranger than fictions, and with good reason.
The world indeed is spinning too fast for
it’'s own good—every minute is a hundred
days and every hundred days is a hundred
years;, 21st century is yesterday. And a
baldheaded eagle, in the form of a belligerent
United States of America, has come to lord
over it's conquests on this earth. Emerging
victorious in the Cold War, a triumphant US
seems hell-bent on enforcing it's domination
over the rest of the world.

AMERICA'S NEW WORLD ORDER :
Robert FE Kennedy in Thirteen Days
: A Memoir of the Cuban Missile Crisis
recounts a spine-chilling anecdote during the
crisis, one of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of
the US army had recommended a preventive
attack against the Soviet Union even after
the offending Soviet missiles had been
removed form Cuban territory. The US was
lucky to have a President in John F Kennedy
who, re-affirming the importance of civilian
control over military affairs, not only scuttled
these recommendations but also made it
clear to Kruschev (the then Soviet Premier)
by word and deed, for both were important—
that the US had limited objectives in the

O Monikut Sharma
TDC lInd Year (Economics)

removal of the

missiles and
that he was
not going to
push the
Russians an
inch beyond
what was

necessary.
After the crisis
was over, he
did not
undertake any
self-laudatory
exercise on his

behalf. He
instructed his
staff not to

give impression of any kind of victory as
- was a triumph for the next generation
and not for any particular government or
people.”

President Kennedy had offered a new
'policy for the accommodating of different
political perspectives. His vision was to
match the military might of the US with
moral restraints, it's wealth with intellectual
wisdom, and it's enormous power with a
human purpose. He wanted to take the
Americans to that cultural height where his
people will not be afraid of grace and beauty.
He wanted America to command respect,
not fear throughout the whole world, not
only for it's scientific and cultural
contributions, to a New World Civilization
........ not a New World Order (NWO), a term
which derives its origin from the ramblings
of Adolf Hitler in Mein Kampf.

But Kennedy's intellectualism was
too much for the conservative forces of
America. The mystery behind the Kennedy
murders (Robert E Kennedy was also killed
in 1968, shortly before he was to becoame
President) are yet to be unravelled. But it
has been amply clear that these conservative
forces were instrumental in the murder of
Kennedyism in America.

It was during the trial of Lord Warren
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Hastings (1788-95), for his crimes against
the Indian people, that Ednfiund Burke had
remarked ; @ great empire and little minds
go Hi together. Sadly, that has been the
tragedy with the US' empire all through
these years. The current US President and
most of his predecessors, lack the intellectual
calibre -necessary to preside over so large
an empire. For instance, sample a few of
George Bush's statements made during the
curse of the Gulf War :

Saddam will have his ass kicked.

/ want to see this man (Saddam

Hussian) dead.

To hell with the United Nations.
Such invective may be appropriate for a
mugger or street
thug from East
Bronx in New York
but not for an
executive head of
a nation which
labels itself as the
greatest democracy
in the world, and
one enforcing
peace, liberty and
equality around the
world (now that
the Soviet deterrent is no more).

It was the Romans of yore who had
initiated the practice of setting up military
bases in foreign lands. But the Romans co-
opted the tribes on their frontiers and also
protected and institutionalised the other
cultural forms from their vassals like the
Greeks, enriching themselves in the process.
But the panderers of Manifest Destiny are
motivated only by their mercantile and racist
philosophies. Their leaders lack the
intellectualism, and their authoritarian estab-
lishment lack the self-respect for such a
purpose. Their military establishment is
handicapped by an apparent disability to see
beyond the limited military perspective. Many
times in recent history, American Presidents
facing bleak electoral prospects back home,
have vented their wrath on real and imaginary
threats, mostly in the Third World, as
demonstrated by the recent missile attacks
on an already shattered Iraq limping back
on its bumpy road back to normalcy and
where the casualties of the innocents, the
women, infants and the aged, have assumed
astronomical proportions.

Dr. Henry Kissinger, commenting on

none exists.
cannot last. Nor

esentin

""....US policy makers must recognise

the NWO cafmot be built to US
specffications. America cannot forcefeed
a global sense of commumty where
American predominance
can the American
economy indefir*tely sustain a poli(™ of
ilrtervenfe»rom........ *

George Bush's (read American conservatives)
idea of a NWO had observed : US policy
makers must recognise that the NWO cannot
be built to US specifications. America cannot
forcefeed a global sense of community
where none exists. American predominance
cannot last. Nor can the American economy
indefinitely sustain a policy of essentially
unilateral interventionism

American conservatives have become
victims of their own mythology of IVianifest
Destiny. In the emergence of scientific and
technological world view, traditional political
ideologies, class and colonial systems, have
become of past history. Following the
disintegration of the Soviet Union empire, the
strategy of Star Wars,
and the policy of
protecting long term
interest of the US
and Western Powers
through unilateral in-
terventionism,
covertly through the
CIA or otherwise,
while invoking moral

Eh”sl™act\ ?nd7ry?ng

to colour them white
with an enormous barrage of disinformation
indicate frozen minds of the ruling elite who
lack the intellectual capability to respond to
the emerging world realities of our times.
The difficulty is not in the idea of
a New (read Just) World Order, but that the
political leaders of powerful countries are
finding it difficult to escape from the old
ones. The Clinton Christophers and the John
Majors have been politically committed to
conservative ideology and it would therefore,
be naive to believe that they can usher in
the dawn of a Just World Order without first
dismantling their conservative structures.
What is therefore required of the USA/Vestern
powers is that they correct their policy to
suit the demands of the new world realities,
instead of forcing the world to suit their
outmoded and outdated ideological
perspectives.

ROLE OF THE UN IN THE CHANGED WORLD
SCENARIO

The internal political paralysis in the
UN had rendered its role redundant during
the entire Cold War period. Peace-minded
persons worldwide had hoped that the
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organisation would play a leading role in
ensuring world peace in the post Cold War
global scenario. But these expectations have
been crushed beneath the barrage of
inhumanly excessive bombardment on Iraq,
shattered by the exploding mines and artillery
shells in Bosnia, and washed away by the
blood that spilled over like a tidal wave from
the carnages in Rwanda and Burundi.
From the speed and manner in which
the US inflicted it's technological, economic
and political barbarism on Iraq, two things
become clear—one, that the whole process
was premeditated and two, the Oval Office
was calling the shots during the entire period
of the crisis. On part of the US, the
precipitation of the dispute into a full-blown
conflict was necessitated by it's neesd for
an increased military presence in the; Gulf
region for a number of reasons — (i) To
safeguard it's safe sources of oil and impose
it's diktat over it's producers; (ii) To relocate

the 300,000 US troops withdrawn from
Europe after the formation of the Europiean
Union; (iii) To counter the economic
expansions of Japan, Germany, Russia, India
and China in the Gulf & (iv) To browbeat
Saddam, an erstwhile ally, into submission
as he was getting increasingly defiant,
shrugging off the shackles of his former
benefactor, namely the US.

And what did the UN do? The
organisation set up to save succeeding
generations form war passed it's Resolution
No. 678, calling for unrestricted authorisation
to use force (with no mention of duration,
restriction of the destructive methods applied
or accountability) to dislodge Iraq from
Kuwait, by violating Article 27(3) of it's own
charter in the process of endorsing the
resolution-such a decision warrants affirmative
votes from 9 Security Council members
besides the concurring votes of the 5
permanent members, but in this case China
abstained which is not the same as
concurring. The most astoninshing fact was
that the UN (read US) remained adamant on
it's position and scuttled all possible
negotiated settlements that were arrived at
from the informal parleys held between Iraq
and a few members of the Allied Coalition.
The inhumaneness in letting the economic
sanctions against Iraq stay in place for non-
compliance of all UN resolutions thereby
bringing untold suffering to the ordinary
citizens in that shattered economy,
demonstrates the dry rot that has set into
the foundations of this living carcass of an
organisation.

The US desired a consolidation of it's
air bases in Germany (which were to be
dismantled after the German unification and
the disbanding of Warsaw Pact), and a
foothold in East Europe for it's expansionist
economic forays into the region. The UN,
at the instance of the US, slapped and arms
embargo on Yugoslavia immediately after
clashes broke out between the warring
parties, which acted as a catalyst in the
balooning of the conflict into a full-blown
crisis. The;US-led NATO forces flew in with
their jets," apparaently as saviours, and
bombed the dominant Serbs into submission.
The region now is latching onto a fragile
peace after an accord, brokered in the US
and trammed down the throats of the
warring parties, was enforced by the US-led
IFOR soldiers in the region. Meanwhile the
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us is already drawing up the blueprints for
it's upcoming ports on the beautiful Adriatic
coast.

That the mercantile philosophy and
the racism of the US is a deciding factor
in chalking out UN policy decisions has been
further demonstrated by the aborted Operation
Hope the UN relief mission for Somalia
which was called off following US withdrawal
after 13 blue-helmeted US soldiers and
hundreds of Somalis, most of them civilians,
were killed in the skirmishes between the
two— and the grounding of the relief
missions for Rwanda and Burundi, where the
massacres have taken hundreds of thousands
of lives. The redundancy of the UN, in
ensuring world peace, is further exemplified
by the studied indifference to the Palestinian
problem, Lebanese sovereignity, heightened
tensions between the two Koreas and the
blatant human right

economically dominating others at present.
Our struggle is for survival as decent human
beings. But in order to become equal
partners in the creation of a Just World
Order, the third world community must work
together, revitalise NAM as a forum for
discussing issues of mutual interest, make
it's presence felt at the UN, co-operate with
one another for economic growth and
development and collectively develop it's
own personality by sharing scientific
knowledge and high technological ability.

ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALISM
There are many fine philosophical
principles in the teachings ofProphet
Mohammed. But to attempt to force the
Koranic rules upon the citizens of the
contemporary world of different technological
epoch, would simply lead to the de-
humanisation of the

violations going on /to* ~lormotiS sasftnctive S~h WIMIki society. A seemingly

around the world. Due

to the shedding of it's ThH Wwdd citizms when far bet”

impartiality and also
because of it's
impracticality, China- lills
Taiwan and Indo-Pak 0]
disputes have remained tfttrtfeiri6nfatfgrt
outside the purview of '
the UN. Afganistan is a total mess after the
UN brokered peace formula failed (as the US
no longer attaches importance to this country
(following the disintergration of the Soviet
Union). Things have come to such a pass
that the US now insists on no more tha a
rubber stamp candidate for the post of the
UN secretary General.

AN

THIRD WORLD ALTERNATIVES

The Third World people's facing the
scientific and technological systems such as
the Star Wars and the economic slavery
imposed by the rich and the powerful nations
(read US and Westren powers) appear
helpless. Admittedly, we are not monolithic
communitya but in this struggle for survival,
the whole multitude of colonised peoples
have become one faceless ; Third World, the
South, the Wretched of the Earth. At this
hour, social revolutions and political
instabilities are an intregal part of our painful
process of achieving national consciousness.
Revolution is the means of modernisation for
us. We are therefore, not interested in the
games of Star Wars, nor are we capable of

m
[tfAlld preseift forth thfllr authoritarian
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certain Islamic nations
have been incapacitated
by the diktats of certain
rulers
tlwif-whose whims and
wishes have come to be
associated with Koranic
commandants. This has resulted in fanaticism,
hatred bloodshed. Lebanon, NWFP in Pakistan,
and Sudan have become breeding grounds
for terrorists— the Mujahideer) of this new
Jehad who want to Islamise the world.
Tajikistan, Afghanistan (where the followers
of Allah are running a booming narcotics
trade to fund their Jehad), Algeria, Egypt
and Bosnia to certain aextent, have been
reduced to fighting bloody civil wars against
the Islamic militants. Islamic fanaticism has
had a cancerous growth in the last few
years. Strong arm measures like those taken
in Algeria are needed to rid the world of
this malaise. Certain religious norms, codified
hundreds of years before, cannot be
considered appropriate for all times.
Eradication of small pox, for example, was
delayed as the disease was equated with
the divine wrath of gods. The intellectuals
in the Islamic countries have to be more
determined, harnessing a broad-based grass
root level support for their cause, in fighting
this malady which is assuming cataclysmic
forms.
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TERRORISM, NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT AND
OTHER TOPICS ...........

Terrorism, in it's organised, vicious
and deadly forms, was legacy of the Cold
War Era, when it's umbilical chord inevitably
attached to the two superpowers
demonstrated it’s utility as a handy tool in
the destabilisation of ‘unfriendly’ regimes
and the propping up of and consolidating
puppet dictatorships. The Cold War's,end
resulted in an unholy mess with most of the
terrorist outfits carrying on their activities
with renewed vigour, with the law
enforcement agencies finding it increasingly
difficult to contain them, as the identity of
the main players were no longer as clear
as before. The world, indeed, has come a
long way since Judas' betrayal of Christ.

The theme of respect for life and
individual development can never be
compromised with, however noble the causes
one may be frighting for. It is high time that
the powers of the world, instead of imposing
their dadagiri over the rest of the world
community, direct their resources towards
tackling, not exactly fighting, this problem.

The topic of nuclear disarmament
has disappeared from the media spotlight
following the end of the Cold War. fVluch
has been said and debated upon this topic.
The nuclear powers have repeatedly insisted
upon maintaining their exclusive status by
the imposition of such treaties as CTBT and
NPT upon the rest of the world. Saner
elements amongst the world community
should take a leading role in thrashing out
a negotiated settlement to this vexed issue
which is threatening to go critical.

The Nazis had gifted the 20th century
world with a new term called blitzkrieg
meaning total war. At this threshold of the
21st century the rich and the powerful
nations are threatening to impose a new
form of total slavery upon the developing and
the underdeveloped world. A slavery which
manifests itself in the dumping of toxic
wastes onto the shores of devieloping nations,
fishing the seas and the oceans dry for
profit, limiting research activities to themselves
through the introduction of half-baked
legislations like the International Patent Rights
and so on and so forth.

| have dwelt shortly on the remedial
measures to these maladies in the 'Third
World Alternatives’. An enormous collective
sigh would emanate simultaneously from 4

billion Third World citizens when far better
minds than mine, already working on this
problem, would present forth their views on
the topic and initiate their implementation.

THE ECONOMIC EPOCH

The Economic renaissance has begun.
Virtually the whole world, has taken the first
faltering steps towards ushering in of a new
world economic order.

The capitulation of most of the
centrally planned economies to capitalism
was decreed the moment the erstwhile
Soviet Union, the dam which checked the
rising tide of disenchantment against
socialism, did away with communist rule and
disintegrated.

Past reforms in most of these
countries were radical more in the intent
than in the action. The basic distortion
survived with subsidies, foreign trade
restrictions, wastage through P.S.U.s etc.
The growth rate remained inadequate,
productivity did not increase, efficiency of
production remained low, competitiveness of
exports failed to improve, technological
innovation and the diffusion of new
technologies did not occur, imports remained
dependant on foreign aid, the debt burden
increased rapidly, and most of all a powerful
vested interest group emerged in these
economies.

In face of such a dismal situation,
the need of the hour was to reconstruct and
modernise these economies. But this could
not be accomplished without modern
technologies, equipments, know how and of
course, financial support and marketing skills
from advanced nations. A rational price
structure and a competitive environment also
demanded import liberalisation. All these
called for an adequate expansion of the
relation and co-operation with the developed
world and resourceful international
organisations. Hence, the consensus was to
shift to & full-fledged market economy and
consequently, to be involved with the
International Division of Labour based on
Market Principles.

However, at the time of the transi-
tion, most of these countries were taking
loans to make their interest repayments. It
was then but natural for a handful of finan-
cial institutions like the IMF and the World
Bank to help them tide over their crises.
What was not natural were the strings at-



tached to the loans - the structural reforms
imposed upon the natior>s by these financial
institutions.

These programmes besides causing
the impoverishment of large s"ections of the
people have infringed upon the economic
and political soveriegnty of the legislatures
and governments on which they have been
imposed.

Devaluation, currency convertibility,
trade liberalizations, and the de-regulation of
the domestic economy have led to narrowing
the differences between the domestic prices
and world market prices. Domestic prices of
tradable commodities - including food staples
- have been pushed upwards to the world
market level. The inflation generated by the
dollarisation of prices has caused a huge
collapse in the salaried
Earnings and incomes of
the workers and real per-
sons. This has led to what
has been described as the
globalisation of poverty.

The IMF monitors
the financing of govern-
ment expenditure through
public borrowing and mon-
etary policy. The world
Bank stipulates what has
to be done with regard to trade liberalization,
liberalization of the labour market including
the culmination, say, of minimum wage leg-
islation and indexation clauses. This is noth-
ing but an infringement upon the sovereignty
of the legislatures and the governments upon
which these programmes are imposed.

The reason for this is slowly becom-
ing evident. Wage rate in the developing
countries are 10 to 70 times lower than in
the advanced industrialized nations. By con-
tracting aggregate demand in these 70 or so
developing nations of over 4 billion people,
they have reduced to being low-cost produc-
ers for a few advanced countries chose total
population chess not exceed 750 million.

The drafting of the Multilateral Trade
Agreement by GATT, formation of trade blocs
like NAFTA, EEC, & ASEAN, hot and cold
stand - offer before trade wars are the other
manifestations of the world seeking a new
economic order which from the signs avail-
able, would result in a more adverse
maldistribution of wealth. But the rise of the
Asian tigers like Taiwan, Hong Kong,
Singapore followed by China. Indonesia and

Malaysia — like the speering forth of the
blazing rays of the evening sun through the
cloudy horizon - point to the fact that there
is hope, and abundant potential, yet, for the
developing nations.

WE THE PEOPLE : And how have all
these developments influenced, or have been
influenced, by the earth's citizens. It is hardly
possible to generalise public behavior, its
moods and motives, but few things have
been manifest with surprising regularity in
the fast churning cauldron of world events. |
can point out a few of them.

People have become more violent. A
lustmoved instinct seems to have pervaded
this earth community as is evident from such
events as the ethnic cleansing in Bosnia and

the brutal massacres
in  Rwanda and
Burundi. Under west-
ern influence, the
decadence of the
capitalist west as
Henry Miller would
have put it, the fam-
ily as the basic social
unit has disintegrated
- even in the orient
where inter-family ties
have been very strong from time immemorial,
with, the result that increasingly large num-
ber of people, both adults and children, are
leading unhappy, miserable lives which, in
turn, may be the reason which spurs them
on to take recourse to violence at the slight-
est pretext or spice up their lives with the
heavy barrage of sensationalism which the
media bombards them with. There is an
increased preference for sensationalism over
reality or the normal, - ATWA airlines is
blown up, we are mesmerized; US swimmers
dominate the Olympics, we are bored. A
favourble aspect in this scenario has beea
the increase in environmental awareness
amongst the people, without any distinction,
of the world. Whither the world ten years
from now? Everybody may like to debate
upon this question but few would dare haz-
ard a concrete answer. OO0

(I express my heartfelt thanks to Gautam
Mazumdar Sir of the Dept, of Economic, who
has rendered invaluable help by overseeing
the draft of the ‘economic’ portion of this

article.)
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A nother Step Towards Higher Education

Indan

A Review

he Indian Institutes of Technol-
m ogy (NTs) are some of the most

prestigious institutions of the
country conducting scientific research and
studies in technological development. They
are producing some of the super brains and
champions in the techno-scientific area. The
first IIT was set up at kharagpur (West
Bengal) in 1950. Since then upto 1963, five
lITs were established. The other IITs are in
Delhi, Bombay, Kanpur, and Madras. The All
Assam Student's Union (AASU) in 1985
furnished in the Assam accord the proposal
of setting up the 6th IIT of the country in
Assam in order to meet the pressing need of
time and situation. Accordingly the founda-
tion stone of the IIT, Guwahati was laid
down by the then prime minister Mr. P.V.
Narashimha Rao at North Guwahati on 4th
July 1992.

IIT Guwahati was formally established
in 1994 by an act of parliament. The site of
IITG at North Guwahati is 14 kms. from the
centre of Guwahati city and 15 kms from

Proposed Site for the IIT,

the Barzhar airport. Since the construction

Report

in A ssam

Institute of Technology (LLT) G uwahati;

O lh-anabjyoti Nath.

O Mukut Cboudhmy.
TDC 1l rd Year Sc.

Work of IITG is still under progress, presently
the Institution is operating from a rented
building in the city. With unique picturesque
surroundings the proposed campus comprises
of 285 hectares of land on the north bank of
the river Brhmaputra. In the first phase of
construction a 500 room hostel complex, a
lecture hall complex, workshop, sports ground
and residential quarters for a large number of
faculty and other staff members is in progress.
The construction work is expected to be
completed by late 1997.

Programmes, Facilities, Hostel accommoda’
tion Sports and Research :

The first batch of students were ad-
mitted in August 1995 and the second batch
in July 1996. The institute has initially started
the course for B. Tech degree in Computer
science and Engineering, Electronics and
Communication Engineering and Mechanical
Engineering. Other departments are Chemis-
try, Mathematics, Physics, Humanities and
Social Sciences. Admission to all B. Tech
programmes is done through [IT-Joint Entrace
Examination (JEE), Ph. D programmes in all
disciplines is to be started by August 1996.
The branches of Civil, Chemical and Petro-
chemical Engineering, Industrial design and
applied Biological sciences are expected to
be started in a planned manner in near
future. There are also plans to introduce
M.Sc. programmes in basic sciences and
other B Tech programmes

A modern state of-the-art computer
facility comprising 486-DX2-66MH/486DX4-
100MH2 (UNIX server) and Pentium (Novel
server) machine, colour monition printers (La-
ser, jet and colour Deskjet) and a Colour
scanner has been set up. All machines are
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networked by internet and twisted pair con-
nections. Network connection via a VSAT
satellite link (using the ernet hub) has been
established. Furthermore multimedia machine,
HP 9000-735 series work stations and addi-
tional Pentium machines (including 32 MB
servers with CD-ROM and DAT drives are in

One of the Rented Hostel Complex
the pipe line. Existing software includes

ASHLAR VALLUM-3d Engineering Drawing,
AUTOCAD Release’”, MS office professional,
MS Fortran, Boreland and Visual C* unit
MATHEMATICA & ANSYS.

With 15,000 books and 125 periodi-
cals catering to the needs of Engineering,
Science and Humanities Discipline, the Insti-
tute has a beautiful library. Acquisition of
additional volumes is a continuous process.
An on-line cataloging system (LIBSYS) has
been installed. There are also plans to have
a hostel library holding text books for the
convenience of the students.

Laboratories in Chemistry, Computer
Science, Electronics & Tele Communication,
Mechanical Engineering, Physics as well as
other related areas are being set up. Physics
and chemistry laboratory classes are pres-
ently being conducted at Cotton College.

Students have been housed in two
rented hostels equipped with many modern
amenities and facilities for sports and recre-
ation. There has been provisions of satellite
TV, indoor games (Chess, carom and table
tennis). Computer facilities and a library each
are available in the hostels. Regular bus
services is provided by IIT-G between the
hostels and the institute building. Old hostel
at Bhangagarh with 65 students and New
hostel at Zoo road with 75 students (near
Rajdhani Nursery). The Institute follows the
semester based credit system. The B Tech

course is completed in 8 semesters during a
period of 4 academic years.

Currently students are provided with
facilities for playing badminton, cricket, foot-
ball and hockey at the nearby Nehru sta-
dium. A film club and a mountaineering club
affiliated to the Assam Mountaineering Asso-
ciation are also being chalked out.

Faculty members :-

Some very distinguished personalities
and noted academician are offering their
services in the IIT-G. Prof. Dhirendra Nath
Buragohain is the Present director of the
institute. Prof Deba Das Kakati, (former man-
aging director of AMTRON) is serving as the
Dean of administration. Renowned academi-
cian Prof Pradip Bhattacharyya is the Dean of
academic affairs. Prof Gautam Baruah, Prof
Y.V.G.S Murti, Prof. Anil Mahanta, Prof
Meenakshi Bhattacharjee are some other dis-
tinguished faculty members of the institute.

Scope and Entrance into the course :

Intellectual alertness, creativity and
talent for innovation go into the making of an
engineering leader today.

The Joint Entrance Examination (JEE)
for admission to the B-Tech program of the
IITs and the Benaras Hindu Uaiversity (IT-
BHU) is usually held in the 1st week of May
every year. At the moment it has been
decided that the JEE will be held the 1st
Saturday and Sunday of May every year
except when the 1st Saturday happens to be
the May day.

Some of the distinguished personali-
ties responded to our questions in this regard
as follows ;

Pradip Bhattacharyya
(Dean of Academic Affairs)
Ph.D. (Univ. Of London, DIC)
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COTTONIAN ; How will IIT-G benefit the
students of Assam and North East India?

PB : lIT-G will inspire the students of Assam
and the North East to aspire and excel. They
will realise how hard the students from other
parts of the country work and how they
come up in life. Our students will, | hope, try
to emulate their counterparts from other
parts of the country. Our students will learn
to be ambitious and to compete. 1 must say
at once that our students are as brilliant as
students from anywhere else. It is the lack of
will to win that is lacking in our students.
With the presence of IIT-G, this may change.

The work culture of the IITs is very different.
It is hoped that IIT-G will be able to show a
different and serious work culture to our
people. Admission to the B. Tech. programmes
is done through the JEE (Joint Entrance
Examination) which is highly competitive.
Our students have not been able to compete
with successful candidates in JEE because
of lack of adequate preparation. However, IIT-
G will also be offering other courses like
M.Sc. M.S etc. | am sure within a year or
two many students from our seven sisters
states will be able to enter IIT-G through
such post-graduate programmes. This, | am
sure, will be another great benefit to our
students. Besides, IIT-G often keep organizing
symposia, seminars, course, workshop of
international standard, sometimes even with
experts from abroad. Participation to these is
open for students and faculty of local insti-
tutions. The Mathematics Department re-
cently organised such a course with three
internationally renowned experts, where about
fifty local participants and some others in-
cluding students from Imphal, Silchar, Kohima,
Jorhat and such far flung places took part.

COTTONIAN : In what disciplines the IIT-G
will lay stress ?

PB : We have now B lech, programmes in
Computer Science, Electronics, Communica-
tion Engineering and Mechanical Engineering.
Once our campus gets ready we shall open
new branches of Engineering. We also hope
to have some degree diploma courses in
topics relevant to the economy of the north
eastern states. More and more courses in
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frontier areas will be introduced as we go
along.

In mathematics department, we are planning
to start an M.Sc programmes on Mathemat-
ics and Computing from 1997. This course
will provide the scope of immediate employ-
ment in the Computer Industry.
COTTONIAN : It is found that a large number
of those who graduate from the IlITs, go
abroad. Thus IITs are supplying manpower to
other countries. What is your opinion?

PB : It is true that a large number of
students from the IITs go abroad. Many of
them go for higher studies. It is not true that
all those who go abroad do not return. In our
IIT, we have about eight faculty members
who got their higher education in Europe and
USA and have returned to India. For many of
them, it is their first appointment. Some of

them got their first degrees from one of the
IITs.

| think it is good for our country if our
graduates go abroad. It is not quite supplying
manpower to other countries. We in the IITs
produce the best technical and scientific
manpower. It is not our responsibility to
retain them in our country. It is for the
society as a whole to create the opportu-
nities and the environment so’ that talented
persons can do scientific work in peace and
honour.

Dr. Kamalendu Deba Krori.
Ex-principal, Cotton College.

COTTONIAN :

1. How IIT-G will help the aspiring students
of Assam and N.E. India?

2. Can you recommend the steps to be taken
by the students in order to get admitted
in lIT?

3. Do you find the present syllabus of science
stream, <H.S.) in Assam below standard
compared with those of other states?

Ans to Q, 1. :

Cotton College symbolises a dream in the
mind of every boy or girl of Assam for higher
education as a student of this college Like
wise, from now onwards, perhaps Guwahati
[IT will inspire another dream - a dream for

o 32



higher technological education as a student
of this IIT-G. It is therefore quite probable that
with the passage of time, in order to realise
this dream, the number of IIT entrants from
Assam will grow.

Ans. 10 Q. 2 & 3 :

Science teaching in high schools should
be substantially improved on the one hand
and on the other, a higher dose of science
should be introduced into high school
courses. In that event, it will be possible
to impart training in working out application-
oriented problems in Physics, chemistry and
Mathematics at the higher secondary levd.
Such problems are set in the IIT Entrance
Tests. However a word of caution : Introduc-
ing a higher dose of science into high school
courses without ensuring competed and
qualitative teaching may end up in a disaster.

Dr. farakeswar Choudhury
Head; Dept, of Mathematics
Cotton College.

COTTONIAN : (1) Can you give some idea
about the way a student should prepare
himself for I[ITadmission ?

T.C : The question papers in IIT admission
tests are problem oriented. Students must
involve themselves in solving harder prob-
lems (numerical) which are normally not set
in our HSS examination.

(2) Is that much sufficient for a student of
H.S curriculum of Assam ?

T.C : Yes.

(3) Do you find the course curriculum of H.S.
(Sc) in Assam below standard compared to
those of other states ?

T.C : Not at all, the standard of syllabus
is instead higher compared to some other
states. Our students doing B.Sc course in
some advanced universities are doing quite
well, particularly in Mathematics.

Our questions to Students

I. How are you preparing yourself for IIT
Entrance Test (JEE)

2. Do you feel the course curriculum of H.S.
(Sc) In Assam is below standard compared
to those of other states?

3. Have you faced any other difficulty while

preparing for JEE? .

Kaushik Day
H.S. 2nd year (Sc)
(4th rank in H.S.LC

1. First of all it is very difficult to pen down
how one prepares for a certain examination,
and perhaps the degree of inability increases
when the talked about examination is like
that of an IIT-JEE. As far as | am concerned,
| have not paid any special attention for its
preparation except some extra bit of study
in subjects dealt with in the JEE and at an
effort to gaining conceptual idea on aspects
concerning the IIT-JEE. Added to this | have
laid greater stress on learning problem
solving techniques of basic physics and
chemistry, the proper application of which
is all about JEE. | spend a couple of hours
during holidays concentrating on those top-
ics which are very important from the point
of view of JEE. Science magazines like JSR,
Mathematics Today also form an integral part
of my preparation. Group discussions with
friends, even though very much casually, is
also helping a lot.

2. No, | do not think the course curriculum
of HS. (Sc) in Assam is below standard
compared to those of other states. Perhaps
the defect lies in the system of imparting
education that is being followed here. There
aren't any substantial difference in the
syllabi of H.S. (Sc) followed and that of JEE
but what | feel is that here we need to cover
a wide range of subject matter, but super-
ficially, as a result of which our understand-
ing and knowledge lacks depth. Actually it
is the course curriculum in HSLC examination
that | have found inadequate and to some
extent below standard. Unless students are
acquainted with IIT-JEE standard right from
classes VIl or IX, success in the JEE would

O 70rneoTioNm O 33



probably remain too arduous a task.

3. One of the difficulties that | have faced
is to draw up a parity in preparation for H.S.
examination and that of the IIT-JEE. This
perhaps does not include the subjects Physics,
Chemistry or Mathematics but definitely the
subject English. | do not deny the necessity
of English at this stage but preparing for
two papers in English for H.S. is surely a
burden for an aspirant of IIT.

Another difficulty that | have personally
faced is the lack of guidance and inspiration
from the academic circle.

Moreover due to non-availability of good
coaching centres for IIT-JEE, | have found
it very difficult to bear with the JEE courses
independently.

Bhaskarjyoti Pegu.
HIS. 2nd year (Sc)
(12th rank in H.S.L.C.)

(1) I am preparing myself for the IIT-JEE via
a correspondence course (Brilliaht tutorials).
| would have preferred some special coach-
ing classes, but there are no well founded
coaching centres for IIT-JEE in Guwahait as
yet, so | am bound to confine myself to the
postal tuitions.

(2) The problem with the course curriculum
in H.S. (Sc) in Assam is not lack of standard
but lack of selective preparation or
specialisation. Every year our society pro-
duces many bright talents, a good number
of them can surely succeed in the IIT-JEE
But only very few of them do actually
succeed. The reason for this is, as | feel,
is lack of selective specialisation. Brilliant
minds need challenging education, by
generalising their education, we deprive
them of this opportunity and they are
intellectually impoverished which is the main
reason for poor performance in the IIT-JEE

If instead the bright students are placed in
a group and taught with special emphasis,
the results would be much better. By such
selective preparation’ the bright students get
the intellectual nourishment that they need
together with a thorough familiarity with the
pattern of the IIT-JEE, which will ensure
their success.

(3) The main problem that i have faced at
present is the lack of a special coaching
centre. In most of the cities, there are
coaching institutes. But unfortunately, though
there are many able teachers in Guwahati,
not many are willing to come forward to
coach students for JEE. This remains an
obstacle as any preparation remains incom-
plete without the proper personal guidance
from an able teacher.

We also talked to a few students who
are presently studying in the Institute. We
hope that these interviews will provide an
insight into the background, experience and
study plan of some of the students who
passed the J.E.E. successfully and made it
to IIT-G. We shall consider our effort to be
fruitful if the IIT aspirants of the NE region
can benefit and draw inpiration from these
interviews :

My name is Anand Krishna Murthy. | am
a student of B.Tech, 1st year (Mechanical
Engineering) in [IT Guwahati. | have come
from Bombay. My rank in the Joint Entrance
Examination Conducted by the IITs was
1561. | have studied in various places
including Delhi, Bangalore, Bombay and Patna.

| prepared for the IIT-JEE for a period of
two years in my Xl and Xl std while | was
in Delhi. The preparation was based on
clearing concepts by solving problems in all
the three subjects— Physics, Maths & Chem-
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istry. Many postal Coaching institutes have
spurred up (Brilliants for instance) which
provide good guidance and constant prac-
tica

After finishing this four year course, |
would like to purse higher studies in opera™
tions reasearch or Management from a well
established institution like the IIM or XLRL

Lastly, | would like to add the reason for
my coming all the way to Guwahati. Being
interested in Mechanical Engineering | thought
IIT, Guwahati would be best as it is the
latest and state of the art facilities. It will
be the best engineering institute in the
country in the years to come.

My name is Ri“ndra Kumar Singh. |
passed Intermediate from Chacha Nehru
Smarak Inter College in year 1995.

| belong to Kanpur city which is one of
the most industrialised city as well as known
for its world famous IIT Campus.

My all India rank in last IIT-JEE Was 617.

After passing intermediate | prepared for
IIT-JEE for one year. For that | were guided
by three separate lectures of physics. Chem-

mUJL

istry, Mathmethics. You will not beleive but
| feel that the reason for getting so good
rank is my parents blessing.

Getting rank 617, | did not study in IIT
Kanpur (top institute of Asia). Reason for
that is my lust for computers. After getting
B.Tech. Degree | will not go abroad. | want
to serve my country. In computers we are
using foreign products. | want to make India
self dependent.

At last | would like to say if you are well
determined and have self confidence then
you may also join IIT if you word accordingly.

Thank you for spreading my felling to
other people.

Conclusion

It is hoped that the IIT-G will be success-
ful in creating an atmosphere where our
students will be able to acquire efficiency
in the techno scientific field. The Institution
is also expected to hold a remarkable
position in the domain of industrial and
technological development of the region.

Compiler's and Editor's Note : The report
has been prepared, keeping in view the
necessity to provide our aspiring students
with the latest informations in the field of
higher education.

[Our sincere thanks to Dr. Laxminandan Bora
President, Asom Sahitya Sobha, Dr. Chandan
Mahanta of IIT-G, Sri Bidyut Baruah of
Cotton College, Sri Debajeet Sharma, (Lec-
turer, Cotton College.)]
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—Bertrand Russell
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A Political

didn't surface earlier in Cotton Col

lege (but the rebel in me Co-extst6d

all along); it was out of protest and
rebellion. | may have lost some of my rich-
ness and charisma in my renditions, but | still
aspire to be a muse of the Cottonians.

It is said that the minds of young
people are like white sheets. Whatever ideol-
ogy is fed on this sheet remains' as a life
long impression, Unfortunately some oppor-
tunist political students took undue advan-
tage of this fact and went about luring me
into their fold of activi-

Experience

m m

in Cotton College

O Debanjan Borgohain
TDC llird Year Sc.

out against all the ugly. The inspiration of my
rebellion comes from the pages of my life’s
experiences till date. The protagonist of my
rebellious outpourings has by and large re-
mained an underestimated child who was
angry and ambitious and is forsaken by the
world around.

My sojourn had always been a lovely
one. And there is a naked pain that still
pours forth my heart when | think of trying
times - the betrayal, the hypocrisy Suddenly,
| was flung into the sea, to sink or swim

according to my own

ties. | was used as a Qr

But wfiy 7 skills. And | decide to
scapegoat in the unholy This is <»jr

we experience it our swim, any which way.
game of politics. My here H iimitML Vfo the Because clouds have
morality murdered, eth- StKftteniy thB w>rW erotind — silver linings too, as
ics destroyed and con- s peaiitifui «nd peopte ere fnendty, mud the cliche goes and
science shattered. There into gofg wHh a mere touch, \G)u ere cliches sometimes
has been a lot of Super- igiven utinecesswy in"Mitance. Bat, unfortu* COmes true.

m6 pulM by

ficial debate ON nately. if you
profaction, antifaction
etc. But in the ultimate analysis, we general
Cottonians suffer. Our strings are pulled by
others. But why ? This is our College, we
experience it and our time here is limited. We
can't bear the pain to be ruled by anyone
elsa We must be ever alert to any effort to
take away our rights to be ourselves.

Personally | don't believe in flight as
a formula for success- | believe in fighting
back and being more successful. My unex-
pected experience at the CCUS '95 election
shook my conscience for once. | realised that
if you are successful (no matter by what
means) you are called exceptional. Suddenly
the world around is beautiful and people are
friendly, mud turning into gold with a mere
touch. You are given unnecessary impor-
tance. But, unfortunately, if you fail, you are
branded a fool.

After all these chemistry of
mishappening, the rebel in me has emerged
as a powerful voice of protest that has cried

you am branded a foot To

come

within the purview of
Cotton College politics, we must go back to
the days when thousands of Assamese youths
sacrificed their golden careers and took ac-
tive part in agitation against foreign infiltra-
tion in the eighties, for what they considered
their noblest cause - their motherland. They
are all admired and saluted by every Assamese
even today.

With the passage of time, decay and
degradation occured. To day no mother wants
her son to”join strikes, no young man or
woman with a pure mind even dream of
pursuing his or her career in politics. The
moment one utters the word 'politician’ one
picture that appear in everyone's mind is
that .of a ruthless, corrupt and morally bank-
rupt person who derives nothing except per-
sonal comfort and power. In the national
front, with a view of making today's stu-
dents responsible citizens of tomorrow, most
national parties created youth wings of their
parties. These were supposed to accommo-
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date the youth with similar ideologfes and
absorb them in the task of 'nation building'.
Besides students union in colleges were en-
couraged. But today the realities are far off
such noble dreams. College unions have
become the den of anti-social elements,
some of whom are not even students them-
selves! Violence,,

threathenings, extortion and

even murder abound these '

leader has to set the pace and exampla The
first things we as Cottonians can surely do
is to make our college free of direct party
politics; antisocial elements and their activi-
ties would then be at a low ebb. There is a
popular saying. "Politics is the first refuge of
a gentleman and the last refuge of scoun-

.drel.” And the present

"politicians" of our col-

lege are nothing but

temples of knowledga Dirty AM iwd scoundrels. Why not we

politics is almost an inte- me WpW unite to create an atmo-
; - th» siotw it

ral part in College politics. ttJd sphere where politics
agap -J° P soooddDy to ow Id be the fi

What citizens are could even be the first

then being churned out of o refuge of every young

these institutions if this is and V" 1O md man and woman?
i» 6 iMtter ' We must have some

the case ? Ironically it is in
these temples of knowledge
that many a youth go astray and enter into
the world of crime. The path they follow is
short cut to power and money. Later in life
these petty criminals turn to dons, or worse
still, 'politicians’. It is through such settings
that the realm of politics has become so
dirty over the years and is becoming dirtier
even today.

But can we, as Cottonians of today
and responsible citizens of tomorrow, (as |
recall a GS had once said during his election
campaign, "Today what Cotton thinks, Assam
thinks tomorrow™) allow this slow poisoning
to continue ? Can we regard our education
as mere printed words in textbooks? Surely
not. Its high time we said enough is enough
and renamed the word 'dirty’ as an objective
to politics here in our College.

True, we can’t reform our socio-politi-
cal environment overnight. Our college is
presently going through a serious crisis of
leadership. Today we have leaders who only
want to make demands and give commands.
Their field of activities resolve round press
releases and superficial lectures. The true

It tu/h’

faith in our souls. It
shouldn't certainly be on the line of Rushdie's
Moor who concluded — "I'll drink some wine
and like latter day Van Winkle, lay me down
upon the graven stone and close my eyes,
according to our family's old practice of
falling asleep in times of trouble, and hope to
awaken, renewed and joyful in a better time."
It's not enough for us to come to the college
in flimsy dresses and drive mobikes. Again,
it's not enough for us merely to dance on
the KBR hall at someone else's music; our
d-jstiny must lie in being a part of the
orchestra that must make our college a
better place to study; a better Cotton, a
college as dreamt by many stal\)varts of the
day; and Cotton on the responsible shoulders
of her beautiful Cottonians.

However, despite the gravity and enor-
mity of the task at hand, we must learn to
carry the burden lightly, and walk elegantly.
For decades Cotton College has kept its
windows and doors open to all ideas, all
criticism and all cultures. While choices have
to be made and the hard work done, it is
possible to do this with a smile on our faces

and a song on our lips. OO0

it Icflt
-"Bertrand Russell
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CONFESSIONS (IMI)

O Arindam Sarma
T.D.C. 3rd year.

@
("Oh, there is no fear. He has learnt to live
without happiness.” 'CANDIDA' by G.B. Shaw)

| take flight in my new sky

My goal be the edge of silence

| have lost the theorem of sunshine

And the rhythm of efvery tender feeling
Today | am the lover of the homeless stars
and the lonely paths

Yet the heart is full of courage
The river of dreams is still not dry
And belief uncompromising

Life is nobler than this life.

dl
| am an old drawing Il)matic
| draw and draw
And then destroy the drawings
No one knows

A brief roaring tide

Or a huge shadow of the sun
Is not enough

To hide the ancient volcano
Which never lets me sleep

| draw and draw

And cry

No one knows.

Poem

A WAIT FOREVER

O M ary Pegu
H.S. 2nd year. Sc.

In the bright mansion

She is lost

In the darkness of her lonely moments
There is timeless waiting

To make....... ....... .

Behind those deceptive

Yet mysterious artd beautiful eyes.
Counting the same stars everyday
In the familiar sad ocean above
Awaiting the triumph

Of numbering the last star

With a restless soul inside

And an illusionary pensiyeness

In the fore.
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THE RIDDLE

O Monikut Sharma
T.D.C. 1st year.

| feel dry after the thunderstorm

And when | am happy, | grumble

| throw away everything that

| covet with my rapacious nature.

| cannot repay my debts anymore

And yet | never cease to gamble.

| seek solitude in the crowd.

My finest apparel is the funeral shroud.
Yearning for a land, now no longer there
Welcomed by ail. I'm banished everywhere.

| die of thirst in the flowing stream.

Laugh through my tears and when | play, | toil
Wherever | may wander is my home,

A foreign country is my native soil

| do not know a thing, yet seem to know all

The person | best understand is the one

Who sees a crow where others see a swan.

| doubt what's true, can't accept what's clear.
Bare as a centipede, yet with rich raiment on
Welcomed 6y all. I'm banished everywhere.

I'm stingy, yet prodigal as can be

| wait, but little good can come my way.

A beggar, | flaunt my wealth for all to see.
Frost crackles - | see roses bloom as in May!
A fire is lit - | shiver in a trice.

My heart cannot be warmed except with ice.
A jest in memory just won't stay in there
Disgrace to me is honour beyond price

No place seems for me to suffice

Welcomed by all. I'm banished everywhere.

| lag behind in work, but | spend

My time daydreaming, in blatant imagination
Stubborn oaks with sweet speech | bend
But | voice my words in rebuke and castigation.
A pebble on the street is a jewel to me,
Which | proudly behold for all to see.

| burn in jealousy and am wary

When others revel in their glory.

Yet love for others makes me bare.
Welcomed by all. I’'m banished everywhere.

Though | laugh and act like a clown

Beneath the mask | wear a frown.

Many friends | had, now | have none

All the admirers | had are gone

My thoughts and whims are often a birid

Pangs of sorrow bring joy to my mind

For the feeble | stand, yet feeble am |

Perhaps unsung, unwept, will | be after | die
Tormented thus, | wring hands in despair.
Welcomed by all. I'm banished everywhere. OOO
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Poem

KEIHCARNATIOH

Paritranaya Sadhuna
Vinashaya Cha Dushkritam
Dharma Sansthayapana
Shambhawami, Yuge, Yuge

Horrifying darkness all around

Like a black hole,

Even street lights nriade opaque -
Heavy fog settling down;

Shrieking silence with all its obesity
Stubborn, unyielding and omnipresent
A terrible throbbing in my head--
Then a total blackout -

Whirling through the black tunnel
Faces brave and of antique land

| encountered as | passed them

King and Emperores of Gondwanaland;
Through this machine | arrived

To a field where antique warriors met--

A lone charriot in the middle stood
In it was a face

Known to me very well
Received me with a look

Sad and dejected

I will descend soon

The time is ripe.

For all to be wiped

He then blew the couch

The very ground shook under
For the sound it emitted

Was like Thunder.

Was | dreaming? Or seeing a mirage?
| could see him transform

Into a monstrous being!

Twenty head it had in all

One more horrifying than the other!
Fear gripped me all over

and swept me like a lover.

Amidst ail the monstrous faces

Was one that | had completely missed
Severe and loving was the face

| looked and stood transfixed
Sweet-calm swept over me

As | looked and gazed

Then a strange happening | saw

O Jeevan Gurung
M.A. Final year.

The master disappeared!

in its place stood-

A man with saffron robe!

Recognition damned over me

The saffron man born

A prince - bright and strong,

Hope for the crown and clan.

Instead bequeathed the crown and land
Light and sight of humanity!

As | stood transfixed

Strange feelings consumed me
Tears flowed from my eyes.
Like a statue | stood there.
While something left me

And began to soar high!

High and high it went.
Leaving the very sky!

All at once | saw a sight

Of planets, stars and galaxies!

Soothing effect it had on me

But mundane physicality could nqt digest
Sight such heavenly and divine

And | fell down in a swoon.

My eyes opened to a bright night sky
The fog had cleared.

The moon shone bright

A gush of cold breeze made me start.
And a distant scream made me alert

| strained my eyes to see.
And my ears to hear

All | saw was a shadowy tree,
A banyan tree out of nowhere

As the vision cleared.

The scream once again reached my ear
It was no scream at all.

But a distant cry of a new born child
And with the cry,

A smile rose on my lips OO0
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Short Story

REALISATION

e was the most unassuming per
son | had ever met. He knew the
world. He knew so much, it was
clear from his confident talk. He
talked about simple things, about his days at
school, his parents, friends and teachers.
When he fell silent after talking un-
ceasingly for about more than an hour, |
asked him where he lived. "Neharganj"”, he
said, "in Panchgram”. | was delighted. No
not because he stayed at Neharganj, but
because my favourite poet Gautam was from
that very place. | did not lose a single
moment in asking him, if he was acquainted
with 'Gautam'. He said, "No, | don't know
anyone called Gautam, sorry. Is he a relative
of yours 7' And in confessing that he had
not in the least displayed any guiltfeeling. |
went blank. | knew all well, almost all the

in j

O Urvashi D utta
T.D.C. Il Year

"great men" of my town, most of the men
"achievers" of my state and India at large.
And 1 felt proud to-’know' them. Felt proud
that | could understand what the great writ-
ers wrote, what the great artists painted,
what the great poets meant. | could have the
taste of the toil and hardwork of my country's
achievers. Or rather, | thought | understood
them.

Though | had never met most of
them personally, | atleast knew that they
existed.

Presently, | felt strange sitting next to
a man who did not know that one of India's
greatest poets was from his own village. |
would have almost bragged about it, | would’
have tried to turn the conversation in such a
direction that it reached a point where one
had no option but to talk about 'Gautam’

O COTTOMmM O 41



"Why, | even take long walks with him,
alnnost everyday,” I'd have said. It didn't
matter if it was only once. No one minds
little white lies. And | just could not under-
stand this man who said, he did not know
such a famous man.
"And where are you from?" It was his turn
to ask me, shaking me out of my reverie.
"Mirpur”, | said almost in start.
"Oh! Is it? What kind of place is Mirpur? Do
tell me about the people of this place. Is it
a town or a village ?' He wanted to know.
| began telling him about Mirpur, my
native place, not knowing what to say, espe-
cially about the people. | never noticed them.
Never felt it was neccessery to notice the
people. And therefore | had very little to say
about them. | wondered, "Why for God's
sake doesn't he ask about Nitin Khan. |
could have told .so much about him." Nitin
khan was a celebrated film personality from
Mirpur.

He kept on talking. Perhaps he liked
talking too much. But | found that | had not
felt bored. He knew how to keep a conver-
sation flowing.

He was telling me about his friend of
child hood day.s, Satish Kumar. About their
childhood pranks, their first love, their dreams;
how they imagined themselves to be the
rulers of the world. He narrated a few inci-
dents of Satish's childhood, about his mother,
father and sister Lata. He also told me how
Satish Kumar had met his future wife, and
how they got married. He lamented that it
was such a longtime since he had seen
Satish.

| was listening, suddenly much inter-

ested. For, as he was talking about Satish, a
bell in my memory rang. | had already known
the stories he was telling me. | had read
them all in Gautam's autobiography, "Trishna"
& yes, | knew Satish Kumar was Gautam's
real name. | was stupefied. | was delighted
and then | was angry.
"But you said, you did not know ‘Gautam’,
and now you are talking as if he is your best
friend.” | blurted out almost beyond myself.
"Oh | No, you're mistaken. | really don't
know any ‘Gautam’. You see, | was talking
about Satish, he is an employee in the
railways, not a poet. Are you alright.

"Yes,"” | replied swallowing hard." | know
that he worked in the railways"”, | said to
myself.

The man next to me was smiling a
quizzical smile. He could not quite compre-
hend the reason for my sudden burst of
temper.

We heard the train whistle. The wait
was over. Our train had come, though a few
hours late.

| gathered my luggage. Checked my
ticket. He picked up his small suitcase. We
walked towards the platform. He helped me
to find my seat. His seat was in another
compartment. He got down hurriedly. | looked
through the window. Then he remembered to
ask; almost casually, "By the way my name
is Naresh Sharma. May | know your's?"
"Ritu". "Ritu Baruah", | replied now surprised
to find that we had not introduced ourselves
during the two hours we spent talking in the
waiting room. "Well, see you Ritu, it was
nice meeting you." "Same here.” It was
almost a whisper from my side And | watched
him walking away.

| tried to relax myself in my seat.
Trying to hold back that moment of profound
realization. Trying to prevent its slipping away.

It is one of the greatest feelings to

be loved and liked, for being one self. | knew
he was sincere when Naresh Sharma said,
"It was nice meeting you." | knew he liked
me for being ,j;nyself all the while that | was
with him not" because of the fact that | was
holding a very important administrative post.
That had seldom happened in my life. | was
tired being recognized as Ritu Baruah, I. A.
S.
And then | realised, why Naresh Sharma did
not know 'Gautam’. It was because, 'Gautam’
did no want him to know. He wanted atleast
one friend in this world to like him and love
him for simply being a human being, and not
because of his being a celebrated poet.

| too did not wish to know who
Naresh Sharma was. Just him being himself
mattered to me. | knew I'd never meet him
again. But for me the existence of one
Naresh Sharma was an assurance to myself,
of my existence, of my being.

ooog
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