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“We want to restrict education in ordef* < b

to minimise the number of educated unemployed.’
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— “...Institutions ofhigher education should
make effortes to raise their own resources by rais-
ing the fee levels, encouraging private donations
and by generating revenues through consultancy
and other activities.” - (Education in India: Vision
and action, Country paper/8)
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Chanclrayaan-I1

Dr. Ganesh Chandra Wary

Selection Grade Laciurer,

I can hear, | can see and I

can observe the Hhing\ but

source is not from my own.

I have no enough freedom

to extract new thing in own

way or new studies in own

way, because source has

right to limit to all as easiest.

“Indigenous” is indigenous

and carries full freedom.

And | think this is why India

has launched Chcimirayaan

1 on 22 October 2008. “It

is a historic moment as far

as India is concerned. We

have started our journey to

Moon and the first leg of the

journey has gone perl'ectly

well" an ecstatic ISRO

(Indian Space Research

Organization) chairman G

Madhavan Nair said soon

after the indigenously built Rocket PSLV C-11 blast
off from the second launch pad. spaceport at Satish
Dhawan Space Centre-SHAR, Sriharikota in Nellore
district of Andhra Pradesh, about 100 km north of
Chennai in the cloudy but rainless weather.
""Chandrayaan |”, the Sanskrit word for Moon craft
is being placed the Indian tri-colour on the lunar
surface. With this successful launch. India bccomc
the sixth country of the world after the Russia, US,
European Space Agcncy, China and Japan.
However, dreams of Indian scientists and its peoples
towards the Moon from about 3, 84,000 Km is yet
to come out in full reality and we arc enlhusiastically
waiting the value of Rs. 386 crore.

The first ever scientific observation of the Moon
was made by Galileo 400 years ago when he used
his new invention-the lelcscope- to observe
mountains and craters on the lunar surface. The era
of space exploration began in 1960; that is when
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observations of the Moon
received a boost with fly-
bys, orbiting and landing of
space probes, and finally
manned mission, A
chronological history of
Mission Moon is as follows;

Chronological history
of Mission Moon:

1. The first man-made
object to fly by the man-
made object to fly by the
Moon was Soviet probe
Luna 1in January 1959.

2. Luna 2 was the first
probe to reach the lunar
surface in September 1959,
though the landing was
hard.

3. Luna 3 in October
1959 photographs the
heavily pockmarked far

side of the Moon thus indicating significant
differences between the tw'o lunar hemispheres.

4. It was in February 1966 that the first ever
probe, Luna 9, soft landed on the Moon and
transmitted pictures of the lunar surface.

5. The United States launched a series of parallel
orbiting and landing missions in their Ranger and
Surveyor scries seventieth century.

6. Human landed on the Moon on 20 July 1969,
when Neil Armstrong, commander of the American
Mission Apollo 11, set his fool on the surface of the
moon.

7. The fist robotic lunar rover to land on the
Moon was the Soviet Lunokhod 1 in November
1970.

8. The last man to walk on the moon was Eugene
Cernan during the Apollo 17 mission in December
1972. Moon samples were brought back to Earth
by the three Soviet Luna missions {Luna 16. Luna



20 and Luna 24), and the US Apollo missions 11
through 17, cxccpi Apollo 13, which was forced to
abort lunar landing. During this period, detail
analyses of dust and rocks brought back by Apollio
and Luna missions were made in over 100
laboratories throughout the world including India.
The studies also included lunar surface processes
based on direct measurement using instruments
placed on the Moon and also on-board lunir orbiting
spacecraft.

9. Clementine and Lunar Prospector mission of
USA carricd out photo geologic and chemical
mapping during 1991-98. Introducing imaging
system on board, primarily called American Galileo
mission, carried this out and identified a large impact
basin, the South Pole-Aitkcn region on thii far side
of the Moon, which could not be recognized by the
earlier missions because of its extremely subdued
profile.

10. In 1994, the Clementine mission
photographed most of the lunar su'facc in
ultraviolet, visible, near infrared and long wave
infrared bands, thereby providing the firu global
data sets for lunar gravity, topography and multi
spectral imaging. These results enabled global
mineralogical mapping of the lunar surface. The
lunar prospector carried a number of sophisticated
instruments on board. Apart from preparing
chemical maps of the Moon for elements like
thorium, potassium, samarium, iron and aluminium,
it also identified the presence of hydrogen-bearing
compounds; probably water, in the periranently
shadowed north and south Polar Regions of the
Moon.

11. The European Space Agcncy launched
European spacecraft Smart 1 in September 2003 to
survey the lunar environment and create an X-ray
map of the Moon.

12. Japan has a lunar orbiter Kaguya (Serene) in
flight, launched in September 2007.

13. China has chang”e 1 orbiter launched in
October 2007.

14. India has launched Chandrayaan 1 on 22
October 2008 for simultaneous chemical and
mineralogical study of the lunar surface.

15. The Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter of USA,
scheduled for lift off in April 2009, is designed to
map the surface of the Moon and characterize future
landing sites in terms of terrain roughness, usable
resources, and radiation environment with the
ultimate goal of facilitating the return of humans to

the Moon.

16. Chandrayaan 2, to be launched in 2011-12,

will carry a lander /rover; however may not be
placed in order of serial after 15.

Chandrayaan 1, the state-of-the-art:

Now what is India's first mission to Moon
(Chandra)? No doubt, it is Chandrayaan 1,
"Chandrayaan 17 is the first Indian unmanned
spacecraft mission of ISRO beyond Earth orbit.
PSLV-CII, which was chosen to launch
Chandrayaan 1 spacecraft, is an upgraded version
of ISRO’s Polar Satellite Laun.h Vehicle with
standard configuration. PSLV-CII, weighing 316
tonnes at lift off time, uses larger strap on motors to
achieve higher payload capability. It is 44.4 metre
tall and has four stages; has capability to use solid
and liquid propulsion systems alternately. It takes 5
and J/2 days to get to main destination of the Moon.
Chandrayaan 1 weighs 1,034 kg at launch and 590
kg in the lunar orbit. Chandradryaan 1 has the state-
of-the-art sub-systems, some of them miniaturized;
facilitate the safe and efficient functioning of its 11
scientific instruments. It is now orbiting the Moon
at an altitude of 100 km carrying eleven scientific
instruments (payloads) on-board for this purpose.
Five of them are Indian; other six are from European
Space Agency (3), NASA (2) and Bulgarian
Academy of sciences (I). Two of the European
Space Agency (ESA) instruments have Indian
collaboration. The health of the Chandradryaan 1
is now good and being continuously monitored from
the Spacccraft Control Centre (SCC) at ISRO
Telemetry, Tracking and Command Network
(ISTRAC) with support from Indian Deep Space
Network (IDSN) antennas at Byaialu.

Why is the mission Chandradryaan 1? | will
simply say to study the topography and geology of
the Moon and then its minerals. Technology
advancement is another most important spectrum
of this mission. Mission Chandradryaan 1 will
provide the first of the entire lunar surface at high
spatial and spectral resolution, revealing the
minerals of which the Moon is made. It is aimed at
high-resolution remote sensing of the lunar surface
in visible, near Infrared, low-energy X-rays and
high-energy X-ray regions. It will help to prepare a
three-dimensional atlas (with a high spatial and
altitude resolution of  5-10 m) of both near and far
side of the Moon. Next, it intends to conduct
chemical and mineralogical mapping of the entire
lunar surface for distribution of elements such as



magnesium, aluminum, silicon, calcium, iron and
titanium with a spatial resolution of about 20 km
and high atomic number elements such as radon,
uranium and thorium with a spatial resolution of
about 40 km.

There are advantages and disadvantages
associated with different types of mission, say
orbiter, lander and sample return missions. Orbiter
missions have the advantage that they can cover
the entire surface of die Moon and provide a global
view. Landing and sample return missions provide
only local information; but they can resolve many
important questions such as presence and dimension
of core, presence of water, and bulk composition of
the Moon. Much can be learnt if samples of some
critical areas of the Moon can be brought to Earth
for laboratory analysis. It is hence desirable that after
the Chandrayaan | mission, the future missions land
on the Moon with instruments carries out
experiments, and brings back samples from selected
regions of the Moon for laboratory studies. This is
why Chandrayaan 2, to be launched in 2011-12,
which will carry a lander/rover. By simultaneous
photo-geological and chemical mapping, it would
be possible to identified different geological
parameters, which will test the hypothesis for &e
origin and early evolutionary history of the Moon,
and help in determining the nature of the lunar crust.
The hypothesis for the evolution of the Moon that
is currently accepted is called the Giant Impact
hypothesis. It suggests that a body about the size Of
Mars slammed in to Earth shortly after EarthOs
formation, but only after it had formed an iron core.
When the impact took place, it blasted a large part
of the Earth into space and the ejecta then began
orbiting Earth. The material that blasted off the Earth
later coalesced in to the Moon. This hypothesis is
able to explain (a) the missing Moon iron as most
of the material blasted into space would have been
depleted in iron after formation of EarthOs core; (b)
the similarity between Moon rocks and Earth
because they came from the same place; and (c) the
tih of the Moon's as well as the Earths orbit.

NASA has embarked on an ambitious programme
to establish a permanent base on the Moon; and

from there eventually place humans on Mars. It
would be of interest to note that the space-faring
nations including Russia, China, Japan and India
are also considering human flights to Moon and
beyond in due course of time. Surely, it is necessary
to know the topography and geology of the Moon
for this purpose. Then, there is a possibility of water
on lunar surface in the Polar Regions, which are
permanently shadowed from sunlight. Due to the
very slight tilt (only 1.5%) of the Moons axis, some
of the deep craters, particularly near the Polar
Regions never receive any light from the Sun- they
are permanently in shadow and can act as permanent
traps of water molecules. In such craters scientists
expect to find water in frozen from. If there is water
ice present on the Moon we will be able to rely on
lunar ice, and there will be no need to transport water
from the Earth. This is important for a cost-effective
lunar habitation. We may even look for new source
of energy; say tapping the reserves of He™on the
Moon, regarded as ideal nuclear fuel, being non-
polluting and having virtually no by-products.

Yes, we have some questions regarding the
justification of the mission Moon for spending
millions to the Moon considering a poor country
like India. Space science and technology has
allowed a country like India to provide
communications and remote sensing services to
people in the remotest comers relatively cheaply and
quickly. It is very difficult to imagine this entire
happening without investing in space technology.
We could have a computer, but we would not be
able to get on the Internet. This mission is considered
to be the cheapest (cost of Rs. 386 crore) mission in
the world with such state-of-the-art. Hope it would
be a cost effective to the nation. The mission will
definitely expand scientific knowledge about the
moon, upgrade India’s technological capabilities and
provide challenging opportunities for planetary
research. As a whole the mission will give people
of India a vision of future and help attract young
people to study science and engineering. m

Source : Vmay B. Kamble,
DREAM 2047, Vol. 11. No.2, '08



Conflicting R ationalities and E thnic D

iscontent
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It has been aptly enunciated that Northeast is truly
an Asia in miniature, a great crossroad of the
movement of people, commerce and culture that
linked India overland to east and southeast Asia.
This great ethno-cultural frontier is a rich complex
of transition point of racial, religious and linguistic
streams. It begs to be discovered afresh with its
infinite variety of geographic setting, its topography,
its varied flora and fauna and avian life, the history
of its people and the variety of its ethnic
communities and their rich heritage of ancient
traditions and life-styles; its festivals and crafts. The
region is eulogized as an abode on the earth but a
man in the swim could easily refute the claim for
the region has been a battleground for generation
of sub-national identities confronting the insensitives
nation state and also with the affirmation of
separateness from the non-Mongolian communities.
Both have been dialectically reinforcing each other's
rationality of arguments, thus, an incessant violence
spells off disrupting the well knitted societal fabric.

The buzz words that have dominated the
argumentative tradition of the indigenous people is
all about the apprehension of their identities and
cultures' survival. What is more reprehensible is that
the recent political development has been on the
part of specialisation to create mountain out of the
mole. The crux of the impasse is that, being lured
by one's identity we've failed desperately to
comprehend the fabulous treasure house of richness
that the region nourishes. Everyone's culture is
unique, that speaks out their hopes and aspirations
and they are proud to carry on the legacy of their
tradition unadultered but with some serious
apprehension of the threats emanating from the
ideological imperialism, a phenomenon much
practised by parochialistic society and by the
vofarics of modernism. The ideological imperialism
arises out of concern and justification of one's way
of livings to be more rationale and due to their
serious attempt to impose it on other for the sake of
greater cultural assimilation. In this endevour they
render themselves mayopic of heterodoxy, after all,
the process of cultural assimilation can’t be

channelised towards a single stream, it is neck and
crop, truly a natural. It is much vivid in the recent
socio-economic and political development, as a
consequence, an unabated rise in insurgency and
ethnic discontent-eating very into the vitals of our
society.

The ideal rational understanding is one that
moves on the pattern set by the western civilisation.
This too is the prime factor which led to the
evaluation of tribal communities as backward, as
pagan and also as barbarous. One's tradition
embodies not only one's way of living but a way of
thinking and therefore a kind of rationality. In the
light of modernism and in an ambience of
chauvinism practised by the well placed society
the tribal community felt vanguished
psychologically in their effort to justify the
rationality of their practices. It is this sense of fear
that has developed a sordid apprehension of the
survivality of their identity and culture. The recent
sprout of ethnic tensions can be attributed to
innumerable factors but the one mentioned above
holds sturdily on a philosophical ground. Just a
sliver glint of illumination of history would
adumbrate the fact that whenever coersive
ideologies were designed to force all and sundry
into a single homogeneous national community then
it had inflicted unspeakable cruelty and suffering in
human lives. The notion of rationality has been used
as a tool of discrimination and domination. Such a
covetous intention was first perceived by the tribal
communities in the statement made by the sub-
committee which was mandated by the constituent
Assembly 1948, Gopinath Bordoloi and his
colleagues described the tribal as part of the
overall Assamese identity and said that with times
these groups would be assimilated into the
dominant community. Such decision rankled with
the tribal communities for they found themselves
without any special rights or privileges or even the
protection of their culture and identity. Gopinath
Bordoloi was shortsighted in his endeavour for
every culture has an inherent values and rights

to survive and processes of homogenization



should be left out for a natural process and which
can't be catalysed or imposed up through any
institutional arrangements.

Historians are unanimous on the fact that tribals
of plain area of Brahmaputra valley had settled
during the prehistoric period. They had their own
kingdom and administrative system before the
advent of Aryans and Ahoms. There had been no
any assortment in their ingenuous way of living”®
Tensions and discontents prevailing at present cdn
be traced back to the colonial period where the
Britisher had followed segregation policy in order
to keep aloop the tribal community by ushering
social distance with that of the mainstream. As, a
result, the Britisher kept the tribals in reservation
like territories called 'backward' or 'excluded" tracts.
Several laws were enacted such as Scheduled
District Act-1884 and the Frontiers Trait Regulation-
1880, through which excluded and partially
excluded areas were created. Under such a chicanery
of their high political drama the vulnerable tribal
communities got victimised
that is, emotionally secluded
and inured to doldrum. This
had lessened their prospect
to participated in the
freedom struggle, and by
aftermath, in the democratic
processes. With this
nefarious design Britishers

In the
an ambience
practised by

society the

were able to satiate their two
motives, on one hand they
were able to weaken the
vigorosity of freedom
struggle and on the other
hand, though covertly were
able to carry on the religious
trasformation into
Christianity. Whereas, it is reprehensible that after
the independence there has been no zeal on the part
of mandarins to brige the social distance which
arose a severe sense of alienation among the aborigin
ethnic communities. They had a fervent believe on
the democratic ideals and institutions and so
expected that it would narrow down the social
distance bringing about a participatory involvement
in the state's politics and economic development
Diametrically, their hopes and aspirations got dashed
or felt to the deaf ear, eventually, the ideological
chasm got accentuated further.

Through the colonial period various protests

apprehension

light of modernism
of chauvinism
the wel placed
trib a l
vanguished psychologically in
their effort to justify the
rationality of their practices.
this senseI of fear that has
developed a

of the

of their identity and

have glossed over now and then with a patina of
democratic yearnings marshalled by Plain Tribal
League (PTL) which was triggered by a mass
exodus of migrants from the neighbouring countries
in general and from the Bangladesh in particular.
According to one estimate, the prodigal
haemorrhage from Bangladesh was reported to be
one million per year fleeing the destitution and
desperation for a better life. The tribal communities
had perceived this treat from the huge encroachment
drive led by the migrants and the threat was
aggrandized further by the malicious policies of
British, then with the dawn of independence by the
government's vote bank politics. The line system
introduced in 1941 and implemented by then
provincial government under the stewarship of Syed
Mohammad Sadulla where land were distributed
among the migrants with their legitimate rights over
it.The above policies were enthusiastically
implemented by the British to satiate their cupidity,
paradoxically, without any interruption from the
congress party. Congress
party then thought that their
insipid response is justified
on the ground that they
would be able to enlarge the

and in

com m unity felt Assamese language
speaking people by
bargaining with the Bengali
miyah with the

appeasement policy. So,
there was an alliance
between the Bengali miyah

It is

sordid and the well-heeled sections
survivality of Assamese society.
culture Susprisingly, Syed

Mohammad Sadulla proved

himself that deep inside his
veins runs the blood of Mohammad Ali Jinnah as
while implementing the land policy he was truly not
concern with the language but of religion, unlikely
to the other members. The curtain of his ill-motive
was unveiled with his reportedly assurance to Md.
Ali Jinnah that Assam could be favourably included
in East Pakistan with its good chunk of muslim
population that he had hard-earned by his political
clout.

With the dawn of independence there was a
clamour of the high democratic ideals enshrined
pragmatically by the high brows in the Indian
constitution that it would fulfil the legitimate rights



and aspiration of the aborigin ethnic communities
but the hopes burned in smoke and so the ethnic
cauldron kept boiling. This failure can be connoted
to the numbness of democratic institution to arrest
the apathetic state and also to the lack ofparticipatory
approach in democratic practices for which the
democratic ideals have been not rightfully valued.
The paternalities attitude of the mainstream came
as a bolt from the blue when the Nehru-Liaquat pact
was signed according to which shelter was given to
the illegal migrants. As a result, the indigenous
people developed a severe sense of insecurity about
their identity and culture. The gravity of the problem
can be contrued from the fact that the population of
Assam in 1971 recorded an increase as high as
34.98% over the 1961 figures. In such a bleak
scenario when the tribal communities saw a glint of
hope in the movement of 1979 they left no stone
unturned to render their volition so earnestly to
buttress the movement to a new height, but just for
futile for the Assam Accord was covertly singed,
without taking into confidence of its faithful
comrade. The Assam Accord did little for the many
other strands of the ethnic and religious cultural
mosaic that makes up the social fabric of Assam.
The Plain tribal council of Assam (PTCA) even puts
it in black and white as 'one again it has proved
beyond doubt that they are neither concerned about
nor do they represent the indigenous linguistic and
ethnic groups of Assam." Concomittanly, with the
formation of ULFA during the same period the
chauvinistic attitude that was at the backstaire
influence has become more obvious and started to
hold ground. Moreover, in a fifteen page booklet
issued by the ULFA declared that people from East
Bengal had become ' an inseparable part of the
toiling people of Assam'.They reiterated that the
migrants produced as much as eighty five per cent
of the state's agricultural products and were a key
factor in the state's economy. Certainly, it has boosted
the moral spirit of the gate crasher to be an
intermittant bone of contention in the states affair.
On the other hand, sycophant politicians and
depraved bureaucratic officials colluded with the
interloper giving them away myadi land pattas and
other economic incentives in return of monetary
largesse. Such an undercurrent was felt by the ethnic
communities as immutable unless they rise from the
quagmire to actively involve in it. So, sprouted out
the ugly heads of insurgencies in a monstrous form
making the doteful state worsen further,

This hullabaloo of discontent assumed to an
alarming proportion when the ethnic communities
perceived the surging threats emanating from the
Assamese language movement. Whereas, instead of
redeeming the mundane situation it was left starving
by the muddle state. Thus, the endeavour made by
the different tribal leaders to unite the peoples of
greater Assam got nullified when the official
language bill was emphatically passed. There was a
hue and cry among them that their identity and
culture are at the verge of extinction, being described
as a primitive one, the mainstream justified it to be
assimilated. Cynical politicians lacks the
illumination of historically evolved composite
civilisation and misinterpreted the highly applauded
strand of our constitution- "Unity in diversity'. In
1946, congress declared among the other things in
its manifesto that the political boundaries of the state
must be demarcated on political maps on the basis
of Assamese language and Assamese culture for
without it, "the survival of the Assamese nationality
and culture will become impossible’. Here, the notion
of Assamese nationality was resonated on the pretext
of Assamese language for which the indigenous
ethnic aborigine felt that their tongue is going to be
parched to speak out any more their own languages
and would be left parroting an outlandish language.
Unlike the language movements of other parts of
the country the language movement of Assam didn't
demand for reorganisation of the states on the basis
of languages for they were much sanguine that
Assamese language would be easily implemented
as an official language (1960) and as a medium of
instruction (1972). As a consequence, the greater
Assam got variegated into seven sisters. History
repeated itself to tell truth that- dark cloud hovers
around those civilizations to roar thunder that tried
to represent the individuality of their culture on the
basis of language or religion. Standing examples
are that the greater Assam was divided on the basis
of language and the way East Pakistan was carved
out on the basis of religion but later transformed
itself into Bangladesh.

It would be too naive to ascribe the prevailing
tensions among the ethnic communites to only the
tenets of their cultures but it was also due to sluggish
socio-economic development that has stricken the
chord of discontent among them. The approach to
tribal developement was first laid down by Jawahar
Lai Nehru in the form of Tribal Panchasheel which
besides other things, advocated that the tribal should



be allowed to develop Liccording to iheir own genius,
that they should be free to possess and promote iheir
own cultural ethos and objects; that they should be
integrated to the national mainstream without the
loss of their identity. But due to the inscntivity of
burcaucrates it was rendered toothless. Ministry of
tribal affairs was bifurcated forrn the Ministry of
Welfare of Social Justice and Empowerment, and
National commission for ST was formed by splitting
the National commission from SCs and STs but it
fails to live up to their objectives, became reluctant,
but then too it never lacked to entertain high
ambitions. The roads of developement built to
connect the remote tribal areas transformed into the
roads of exploitation. They found their forest land
cncroachcd. money lender flourished and insecurity
prevailed due to infringement of human rights. Prior
to any forest policy, they were the kings and princes
of jungle but after the dawn of forest policy from
1984 to 1988, they have been gradually and
systematically deprieved of their rights. Forest policy
was reoriented discounting from vital aspect of their
cultural and psychological make up. Gradually they
were uprooted socially, culturally, economically,
politically, ritually, psychologically and physically.
Il is precarious to belabour the point that there exist
a symbiotic relationship between the forest and

tribals, and while framing any policies or
developmental works the fact should gets
precedence.

In terms of accesibility to specific socio-
economic entitlements and other civic amcnetics
such as schools, hospitals, government offices,
courts, development schemes and infrastructure
they fare far behind the other section of society. Even
though there are various social opportunities to be
siezed but it does not come under their rational
choice for they lack the capabilities to avail those
oppotunities, capabilities such as education and
proper skills. The rate of employment growth among
them is almost infinitesimal. The drop-out rate
among the tribal female is to a staggering 60 per
cent. According to one latest survey, it reveals that
some more than 50% of the STs are today under the
average debt of Rs.1,000. All these problems have
handicapped the community socially, politically and
economically. No doubt, there have been some
sincere attempts on the part of government to address
those issues, particularly by proposing tribal
autonomy through regional and district council but

there appeared colossal flaws in its functioning for
its district like character. Moreover, the vanguard of
those under privilege, the elitist section, proved to
be depraved.

Indigenous ethnic communities are enamoured
by the political philosophy of self-determination, led
as join it trayed by a separatist attitude. They need
to seek their answer within the domain of
constitution and not by resorting to any unlawful
activities. In their pursuit they should align their
activities in consonance with the moral perfection
based on following the spiritual cultural tradition.
Continuous sustenance at the individual and group
level bears the mark of freedom and hi.story of those
people and so our concern to save the indigenous
culture should be a moral concern, Changes had to
be brought about gradually, w'ithout damaging their
self-respect and its sense of values, its relationship
with the soil and the environment in which they live,
w'ith its spirit of ancestors and the freedom of its
traditions. An antidote to the unabated spell of
violence lies in reorienting government policies and
programmes in bringing about more socio-economic
equity. Central government should also shake off
their paternalities attitudes, such as campaign to
portray the people's dissent as renegades, misguided;
seasonal release of flood fund just to soften the
resolve of indigenous groups and the use of brute
forces to crush the insurgents. Our democracy was
not built on the simple principle of the rule of
majority. It was built on the idea of unity in diversity
that is necessary for decency in civic life and for
the moral, psychological and social foundation of
democracy. It is high time that we rise above all the
conflicting identities, and burying the hatchet
inculcate a sense of moral identity most of all needs
to be rooted in human response to function as a
restraint against atrocities. m
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The year 2008 has seen terrorist attacks ii Jaipur.
Bangalore, Ahmedabad, New Delhi, Agartala,
Imphal and now Assam, The month of Oclobcr alone
witnessed terrorist attacks in Tripura and Manipur,
before the October 30 seria’ bomb blasts ir Assam.
On October L four explosions in Agarlala left two
civilians dead and nearly 100 injured, while the blasts
in Imphal on October 21 killed 18 civilian™ The 9
serial blasts in Assam on October 10 killed 83 civil-
ians and injured more than 300. The pattern of these
terrorist attacks seems to indicate a seamies-; web of
connection among terrorisi: across the lergth and
breadth of the country. Similarities between the bomb
blasts arc striking; public places especially market
areas have been targeted aimed at causing civilian
deaths. The Assam blasts had an added brutality:
the use of car bombs packed with RDX and ammo-
nium nitrate. The blasts in other cities like Jaipur.
Ahmedabad or New Delhi earlier were of a lower
intensity.

In the immediate aftermath of the blasts, a hith-
erto unknow-n outfit calling itself Islamic Security
Force (Indian Mujahideen) or ISF (IM) v/as held
responsible for the blasts by the Assam Police based
on an SMS it supposedly s(;nt to a Guw'ahati based
television news channcl News Live, claiming respon-
sibility for this dastardly act. Incidentally, the Islamic
Security Force, without any link to the Indian
Mujahideen, was formed in 2000 during tie Rodo
separatist movement with the aim of protecting the
interests of Muslim migrants settlers in the Bodo
dominated district of Kokrajhar. However, on evi-
dence of terror activities ty the ISF had come to
light before Octobcr 30. It may be possible that the
ISF has begun to collaborate with the Indian

Mujahideen- responsible for the terrorist attacks m
Jaipur. Ahmedabad and New Delhi. It must be noted
that the authentic'ty of the SMS has since been ques-
tioned and the Assam Policc has subsequently stated
that it could be a ‘hoax’ aimed at misleading inves-
tigations.

The security Forces have also asserted that the
United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) and the
Harkat-ul-Jehadi-e-Isslami (HUIJI) joined forces to
carry out the Assam blasts. But ULFA has denied
any involvement in the blasts. The HUJFs involve-
ment has been inferred from the use of RDX. Secu-
rity F'orccs also argue that since ULFA is a discred-
ited force in Assam the outfit might w'ant to terrorise
people into supporting its so-called cause of Inde-
pendent Sovereign Asom. This is, However, a highly
unlikely proposiuon. ULFA had learnt its lessons
after its 2004 indiscriminate bomb blasts at Dhemaji
district which killed 10 school children and seven
others. The public outcry against the oufit at that
time resulted in dimnished ULFA influence. Hence,
ULFA would avoid targeting the ethnic group it
claims to represent or fear of a fresh public outcry
against the outfit. Also, ULFA has no base in
Kokrajhar, and thus it is not easy for it to carry out
blasts there. Logically too, the outfit would avoid
from being openly seen as collaborating w'ith HU.II
in carrying out deadly terrorist attacks in ethnic
Assamese inhabited areas, for this would further
alienate the outfit from its already limited support
base.

Fresh evidence put forth by the Assam Police now
suggests that National Democratic Front of Bodoland
(NDFB) engineered the attacks based on orders is-
sued by its founder and chief, Rajan Daimary, in



September 2008. The ailacks are
seen as a kind of 'signalling’ to
communicate the NDFB’s grow-
ing frustration of at the lack of
progress in its talks with the Union
government. The police further
assert that ULFA provided the
infrastructural backup to the
NDFB to carry out the attacks,
and that ULFA military chief
Paresh Baruah, who is based in
Bangladesh, was desperate to
showcase his outfit's lethality
against the backdrop of its sag-
ging reputation in Assam.

It is too early to pass a conclusive verdict on the
indentity of the perpetrators of October 30 terrorist
attacks given the multiple theories being floated by
the security agencies. However, each of the three
outfits mentioned so far have motives to carry out
these attacks. A major aim could be to terrorise a
perticular population base-ethnic Assamese or
Bodos in the case of ISF (IM), Assamese in the case
of ULFA, and Assamese as well as Bodos in the
case of the NDFB. The blasts could also have been
an act of coercive intimidation and response by ei-
ther the ISF (IM) or the NDFB to the recent eihnic
violence between ethnic Bodos and immigrant Mus-
lim settlers in Darrang and Udalguri, which led to
the death of 60 people and the displacement of more
than 100,000 people. Another motive could be to
destabilise Assam at the behest of external
inelligence agencies like Pakistan's Inter-service
Intelligence (ISI) and the Directorate of Field Intel-
ligence (DGFI) of Bangladesh.

As usual, various arms of the government have
begun to blame each other for failure to prevent the
terrorist attacks, The Army claims that it had warned
the Assam government on several occasions of im-
pending terrorist attacks being planned by the ULFA
and HUJr. The Union Home Ministry had also
warned the Assam government of an impending ter-
ror attack. But the state government blames the lack
of actionable intelligence from the Army.
Singificantly, tlie claim if responsibility by the ISF
(IM) or the recent police claims about the involve-
ment of the NDFB further complicates the situation
as the needle of suspicion is shifted from the ULFA
and HUJI to two other outfits about whose activi-
ties the Army’s warnings had been silent about. This
also absolves the Assam govcrment from charges
of complacency. Nonetheless, what is disturbing is

India had also been unable
to sustain a dialogue The
mechanism with Banglaesh
for resolution of the issue of
illegal migrants. Till date,
about 12 lakh Bangladeshi
nationals have entered
India legally with vesa but
have subsequently vanished
without trace.

the unpreparcdness of the state
machinery to handle the situatiion.
security forces are not
egipped to handle the immediate
pos't-blasts phase. Personnel of
both security forces and the fire
brigade failed to reach the affected
locales in time.

One commonly held point in
Assam and elsewhere is that
Bangladesh-based anti-India
forces are actively indulging in ter-
rorist activities form across the in-
ternational border, This has also
been highlighted by high level police and paramili-
tary officials. A porous border, continued illegal im-
migration, nexus between Bangladesh-based terror
outfits and extra regional forces with local militant
groups, and arms trafficking across the border, all
make terrorist attacks like the October 30 serial
blasts possible. But pohcy makers often lend to ig-
nore the harsh realities of an ethnically volatile re-
gion and adopt an ad-hoc strategy without a deeper
understanding of the social and political contradic-
tions existing on the ground. Even after 23 years of
the signing of the Assam Accord, the fence along
the India-Bangladesh border had not been com-
pleted. Both the Central and state governments have
failed to check the flow of illegal migrants, upgrade
the National Registrar of Citizens (NRC), arrest arms
traffickers, and deal with armed movements. Instead,
security forces have engaged in counter-insurgency
operations without addressing the root causes of
armed conflicts and countering external linkages.

India had also been unable to sustain a dialogue
mechanism with Bangladesh for resolution of the
issue of illegal migrants. Till date, about 12 lakh
Bangladeshi nationals have entered India legally
with visa but have subsequently vanished without
trace. This reflects the inability on the part of law
enforcing agencies to perform the tasks of detect-
ing and deporting these Bangladeshi citizens. If this
is the state of affairs with regard to legal migrants,
how can these agencies handle the flow' of illegal
migrants? The more worrying implication of this il-
legal flow of migrants in Assam is that local Mus-
lims are being looked upon with suspicion by the
other indigenous communities. Unless the core is-
sues are settled and the root causes addressed
through a well formulated strategy and with politi-
cal conviction, bringing stability to this part of In-
dia is not going to be easy. m
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Northeast India has been blessed by the Na-

ture greatly with the oil fields, mineral ores,
and in abundant the flora and fauna and the
hills and rivers. It is the hot spot of bio-diver-
sity. It is the home for many endangered piints and
animals. Also it is visited by the migratory birds
which come from a far distant of thousands of kilo-
meters and miles. If Assam is famous for the one-
horned rhino then Manipur also for its 'Sangai' or
'‘Brow Antelope Deer' {cervus ekli eldi). Bu™ the dark
side of the scene is that rhino is an endan™"ered spe-
cies and Sangai is at the verge of e.xtinction.
Plants have been used in the traditional health
care system from time immemorial, pr.rticularly
among the tribal commur.ities. Numerous wild and
cultivated plants play a vital role in their culture,
customs, traditional heathcare .system, rituals etc, and
these interrelationships have evolved o' er genera-
tions of experiences and practiced. Many of these
valuable medicinal plants also haven't been discov-
ered till date due to inaccessibility and lack of knowl-
edge. They are also at he verge of extinct due to
the climate changes, human encroachment and
jhoom cuhivations etc. Herbal medicines are becom-
ing popular worldwide due to its growing recogni-
tion of natural products worldwide due to its grow-
ing recognition of natural products bjing cheaper
and withou any side affects. So. the demands for
medicinal plants are increasing in both developing
and developed countries. As per WHO, estimate,
about 80% of the population in the developing coun-
tries depend directly on plants for its medicine. Out
of the 20.000 medicinal plants listed by the WHO
globally [julia's contribution is \5-209c. In India.

about, 2000 drugs used are of plant origin. If this
vast world of medicinal herbs being explored with
the modem scientific knowledge and biotechnologi-
cal interventions it will not only become a boon for
human society but also ensure the economic pros-
perity of the region.

In this regard, we can take names of some pre-
mier research centres of this region which are work-
ing on projects to maintain the biodiversity of this
region balanced, NEIST (formerly RRL-Jorhat),
AAL'-Jorhat. T'ocklai tea research centre, Pygmy
Hog breeding centre at Basistha, Guwahati are a few
which arc playing a greater role and the conic Na-
tional Institute of Bio-resources and sustainable
Development, Manipur will too play a major role.
Many of the new species of plants have been re-
ported from different parts of the region and their
economic and medicinal value have been evaluated.
With the wuse of modern technologies like
micropropagation new plants can be developed from
a small living part of the pant. Thousands of sap-
lings can be grown from a single leaf or other living
part of ihe plant in the culture medium. It has been
used to produce the muga host plants (Som, Soalu,
Manimuni, Bhedailata etc). A technology was also
developed with tissue culture method to produce
disease free tea plants are a few works of these cen-
tres. This area needs some more importance. Many
foreign Pharmaceutical companies are putting their
eyes on this viable market of herbal drugs, which is
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on high demand in the world market. Before these
foreign companies get the credit of discovering the
mecdicinal property of these herbs which were known
to us thousands of years back we should get the
patent right on these known medicinal herbs by iso-
lating the active gene in than. So, that again the silU'
ation doesn't arise as that of whcn Neem and Tur-
meric were being patented by U.S.A. This will not
only make economic prosperity of the region but
also will make us proud of our traditional knowl-
edge.

Tall grasslands and wetlands are of very impor-
tant part of the rich diversity. The wild animals pre-
fer these undisturbed patches of grasslands domi-
nated by early successional riverine communities,
typically comprising dense tall ward intermixed with
a variety of herbs, shubs and young trees. Besides
Pygmy hog and hispid hare (coprolo”tics hispidus)
who are the two most endangered grassland dwell-
ers, tiger (panthem Tigris), elephant, rhino (rhinoc-
eros unicornis), buffalo {biibalus hnhalis). ho™ deer.
Bengal florican
(expot/on's ben”a{ej}sis),
various partridges, pea-
cock, etc, arc also
greatly dependent on
the grassland habitat.

Moreover, grasslands
also act as corridors for
movement of many ani-
mals. Floods are a natu-
ral tool for creating
grasslands. Floods cre-
ate small sand bars that
have the potential to be-
come grassland areas in
the future. The main threat for the wildlife is the
summer encroachment in the protected forest areas
of the National park and the wildlife sancuiarics, If
you arc moving through the NH-37 and passing
through the grassland areas of Kaziranga park then
you might have noticed some huts which w'ere con-
structed unlawfully and occupying the park area.
These people were mostly involved in the illegal
trading of animal parts and poaching. This issue has
been raised so many times by different student
organisations and political parties but the Govern-
ment is still sleeping. The loss of grassland cover
though has not reached an alarming level as yei, is
certainly a disturbing development that has the po-

tential to cause a lot harm in the future unless treated
in a scientific manner at the earliest.

The Pygmy Hot salvanius) is the smallest
and the rarest wild said in the world. Currently the
only viable population of the species exists in the
Manas Tiger Reserve and nowhere else in the world.
Today it is at the brink of extinction mainly due to
habitat related problems. It is locally called Nol
Gahori or Takuri Borah in Assamese. The main
threats to survival of Pygmy Hog arc loss and de-
generation of habital due to human settlements, ag-
ricultural cxcroachments, and improper manage-
ment. The survival of pygmy hogs is closely linked
to the existence of the tall, w-et grasslands of the
region. With the fmancial sponsor from Durrell wild-
life conservation Trust (DWCT) the Forest Depart-
ment, Government of Assam and the Ministry of
Environment and Forests, Government of India had
come up with pygni}' hog conservation programme.
A custom built research and breeding centre had
come up at Basistha near Guwahati. The main ob-

jectives of the
programme is to estab-
lish a well structured con-
servation breeding
project for pygmy hogs
as an insurance against
the possible early extinc-
tion of the species in the
wild and as a source of
reintroduction of the ani-
mal.

Bio-resources devel-
opment and their sustain-
able use through biotech-
nological inventions for

socio-economic growth of the N.E. Region is the
present need of the hour. 'I'ne applications of bio-
technology are so bound, and the advantages are
so compelling, that virtually every industry is us-
ing this technology. Government and relevant au-
thorities should take up steps to generate techno-
logical packages leading to development of Bio-
resources products and processes applicable to
enhance the productivity in agriculture, horticul-
ture and forestry, agriculture etc. m

Reference :
]. Handbook of National Park.s. W ildlife Sanciuarics and
Biosphere reserves in India. Sharad Singh Negi

2. How to develope India’'s Noriheast, M S Swaininathan.
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7 would go to (he length ofgiving the whole congress a decent burial rather

than put up with the corruption that is rampant.'

This was the outburst of
Mahatma Gandhi against
rampant corruption in Congress
ministries formed under 1935
Act in six states in the year
1937. The disciples of
Gandhi however, ignored his.
concern over corruption in
post-Independence India,
when they came lo power.
Over fifty years of
democratic rule has made

the people so immune to
corruption that they have
iearnt how lo live with

the system even though

the cancerous growth of

this malady may finally

kill it. In the recent past
Tehelka episode

surcharged the political
atmosphere of the

country but it hardly

exposed anything, that

was unknown to the people of this big;"es(
democratic polity.

Corruption is an abstract temi. According to
World Bank report 1997 abuse of pubfic power
for private gains is described as corruption. But
this appears to be too simplistic explanation of
corruption. In fact it is a multi-faceted evil, which
gradually kjils a system. A basic conllict between
the ethos and system has weakened -he Indian
polity. The feudal outlook of the ruling class
polluted the people’s mind.set, whicl: judge the
status of an individual on his capability to flout
the law lo favour them. This is the reason why
con’uption is no more view'cd by people with

-Mahatma Gandhi, May, 1939

abhorrence in Indian society.
Many Political Leaders, who
are facing corruption
charges, continue to have
wide range of people’s
support. Transparency,
responsiveness,
accountability, probity in
public life and good
governance are now only
slogans. The legislature has
failed to make the
judiciary, executive and
even media sensitive to
the cause of the common
people. The failure of the
political leadership to
take a principle stand
against corruption has
clouded the system to
the extent that it is now
difficult to understand
whether the system is
alive or dead.

The collapse of the Janata Party Government
(1977-80), fall of V.P. Singh and Chandrashekhar
Government {1990-91), turning his minority
Government into majority by Narasimha Rao,
split in Telugu Desam Party (1994), defection of
Ajit Singh with his supporters to Congress (1993),
defection of S. S. Vaghela from BJP, maneuvering
defection by Kalyan Singh to keep the BJP led
Government in power in UP are some of
examples to prove that a sizeable number of our
politicians are not immune to corruption.

Manu may not be relevant to the present
century, but as human nature more or less remains
same and stales either in monarchy or democracy



are governed by ihe same human beings, he is
still relevant. License to govern docs not mean
licensc to be corrupt. Mahatma Gandhi believed
in the need for creating a social clmiale against
corruption, which meant creation of an
atmosphere in which the corrupt could not thrive.
The need of the hour therefore, is to wipe off the
tormenting system, which could be possible only
after its thorough overhaul. For this our national
leadership is cxpected to devise a political
mechanism to create a social atmosphere by
empowering of people. The on going war cry
against corruption, which is nothing but a mad
fight to replace one corrupt system by another is
not going to transform the beleaguered nation to a
sustainable social order.

The study of world phenomenon on corruption
has repeatedly branded India as one of the most
corrupt countries in the world. Unfortunately, this
view has not disturbed most of the Indians at all
and they do not seem to care as to what others
think of them; so long as the existing systems and
practices would allow them to make money and
get things done in one way or the other.

The irony is that India is still considered to be a
very religious country and it is still widely
believed that the religion is the basis of Indian
life, thoughts and actions. This is obviously tme,
considering the fact that there are hundreds of
temples, churches and mosques spread all over
the country and they are all densely visited day in
and day out by the feverishly praying Indians. Is
not religious ethos conlraiy to corruption and
dishonest practices? The unfortunate situation in
India is that those who call themselves most
religious are often found to have indulged
themselves in dishonest practices on many
occasions, Several of the religious centres, of all
religions, are suspected lo be steeped in nepotism,
as such incidents have been repeatedly published
in the press.

Corruption is nol only prevalent amongst rich
who are greedy in spite of possessing enough but
also prevalent amongst poor.

Is not religious ethos contrary to corruption
and dishonest practices? The unfortunate situation
in India is that those w'ho call thcmseles most

religious are often found to have indulged
themselves in dishonest practices on many
occasions. Several of the religious centre of all
religions, are suspected to be steeped in nepotism,
as such incidents have been repeatedly published
in the press.

It docs not shock Indians anymore to know
that even profession like leaching has become
corrupt. Recently, | have brought to the public
noticc and of course requested the Government
Authority and The Honorable Minister of Higher
Education about the most sensitive issue of mass
tuition by the college teachers, v*hich is one of the
most corrupt practices in education system. But it
is really sad that there was no hue and cry on that
matter or any follow up action. Is that also a sign
of corruption?

Now, what can be the future of the Indian
society in such conditions? it can be only
frustration, chaos, unrest and even bloodshed in
the not loo distant future. This kind of corruption
in the national polity and public and private life
cannot go on forever, without disturbing the
overall peace in the society. It is sad that those
who are in charge of the nation today do not
appear to realise this and still are merrily going
ahead with iheir dealings unconcerned about the
harm that it would inevitably do lo the larger
national cause.

Even as the vicious cycle of curruption w'ould
continue with one swindling the other, there could
be a number of persons who would be left out of
this cycle due to inefficiency or commitment to
the cause of truth and such persons would be
driven down to despair.

The incidents of history indicate that some of
such persons who are out of the corruption loop
could take up the war against corruption at one
time or the other. But, they would fmd that in a
corruption entrenched system, they would not be
able to improve the conditions and therefore, a
few of them may finally lake lo physical attack on
corrupt and dishonest persons, leading lo violence
and bloodshed. Security, dogs and mere police
rifles will not be able to beat dow'n such
determined crusaders. m
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...People genemllv
say | have done this,
Jam the leader of
the party. / am this, |
am that, whatever
one say T seems to
be there because
when one say T it
gives him immense
pride in himself. But,
when, we cannot call
our body to be our
very own property,
where in the earth
do we possess the
right to say T with-
out knowing what T
actually means. Lord
Krishna in Shreemad
Bhagavata asks us
"Whoyou are?"-
The common answer
been given to this
question is his or her

name...
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Some believe in God, while some do not. They are commonly termed as
agoncstic. i3iu those who believe in Him, then comes the question why
they believe Him. Have they seen God? Have they talked with Him"~ and
the never ending list goes on and on. But the fact is that if someone has
really seen God and tells it publicly without any hesitation, will others
gonna he)i(‘'ve in him. Simply not at all, be will be given the tag of a mad
person. In this context A.C. Bhaktivedanta quotes, that to a achieve a
higher pos.tion in life one needs certain qualification say for instance, to
be a Doctor, one need the specific qualiljcation of (hat of a Doctor, to be
an Engineer one need’s an engineering qualifications as we all know,
likewise, to see God, would not a person need certain qualification. After
all. He is ;he Supreme Being.

| often heard certain people describing Lord as they generally see in a
temple. U'rd Krishna with a flute. Lord Shiva with snake around his neck
etc. But then, the Supreme Being who is all powerful can't he transform
himself to a human being, just like one of us. But then, we will simply put
forward ojr utter disbelief, negligence or to the extreme we will ask Him
to do some miracle inorder to prove himself. This is ethically wrong.
People rei'u.se to trust or perhaps do not believe in the idea that the Su-
preme Being can also be a human being but does not hesitate to believe
in the images, the pictures of the idols set in the temple de.spite knowing
it that on'' face is totally different from the other of the same figure. For
instance. Lord Ganesha's idol in 1Jzan bazar Ganesh Mandir is totally
different when seen in some other Mandir. Likewise, Lord Krishna's face
is different in every temple. But what I can say, this is 21st century Mod-
ernism, even to be mere ourself we need certificates. Birth certificate.
Death ce.lificate and lots and lots of other cerlificates.

I oncc asked one of my classmate who used to keep fast at least 5 out
of 7 days, visit temple every day that, have your demands been fulfilled.
She replied affirmatively. | asked her did you ever thanked God for every
fulfillment of your demand, she said yes but with that | add one more
demand. Lord gives us every single bit of happiness which co.sl a Jot but
asks us only to surrender unto Him, which probably 1 think cost nothing,
but we human beings are so mean that we do not want to give Him that
also but He still goe's on fulfilling our demands. Lord Krishna says in the
Shreemi.d Bhagavata that Surrender unto me but this he does not say in
the beginning. First he explains the basics of life- the body, the soul, all
forms of yoga, all different kinds of knowledge. Then he gives the most
confidential knowledge; "Give up everything else and just surrender unto
Me."



Whenever there is a discus-
sion of God very few people
are interested, they take the
topic very lightly. They are
rather intere.sied to join some
other discussion but not the
most important one, .lust be-
cause God docs not say any-
thing these people even went
on to say that there is no God,
if He ever existed He might be
dead now. Actually, the curtain
of pride denies us from his —
presence. There are many people in quest of God,
meditating year after yean but very few- are blessed.
Lord Krishna .says in "Bhakfi Darshan”, "One does
not need to go here and there and there to find me,
I am just beside you in fact with you, just simpiy
part your curtains of pride and jealousy you will
find me."

People generally say 1have done this. 1am the
leader of the party. | am this, | am that, whatever
one say T seems to be there because when one
siiy T it gives him immense pride in himself. But,
when, we cannot call our body to be our very own
property, where in the earth do we possess the right
to say 'I' without knowing what 'I' actually means.
Lord Krishna in Shreemad Bhagavata asks us "who
you are?" ~ The common answer been given to
this question is his or her name. Perfectly not a
perfect answer because if "who you are" really
means one's body than now come we best control
over our body during illness, how come we can't
stop death, old age It is out of illusion that we
thinks, a ham mometi; "I am this body, and any-
thing in relationship with this body is mine.

Its not we who arc eating because we want to
eat, its not we w'ho sleeps because we feel like
sleeping and it is also not our mind that is control-
ling our body. Scientifically it is but spiritually it is
not Science can cure diseases, ill health bui can-
not protect our soul. Soul is not anybody's slave.
Jt is the pure soul which is exside our temporary
body and is controlling our mind and this very soul
is linked with the Supreme Being. In Bhagavata-
gita it is very simply stated, vasansi jirnani yatha

Darshan',

Lord Krishna says in "Bhakti
"One does not
need to go here and there and
there tofind me, 1am just
beside you infact with you,
just simply partyour cur-
tains ofpride andjealousy

you will find me."

vihaya. You are covered by a
dress, by a shirt when this shirt
is unusable, you change it.
Similarly, this body is just like
a shirt when it is no longer
workable, w'e have to change
it.

The answ'cr to "Who you
are?" Krishna says, is the soul
which is inside us. But we re-
fuses to believe, only because
we have not seen soul. But then,

~ we have also not seen air yet we
say there is air only because it has been scientifi-
cally proved. But you know all science is based on
suppositions of this or (hat. We people trust or be-
lieve in the w'ords of mankind but refuse to believe
in the words of mankind but refuses to believe in
the words of the one who has created us.

Some even said that epics like "Mahabharata”,
"Shreemad Bhagavata", "Ramayana" are all fiction,
mere imagination of human mind but then if these
are fiction its very unusual and surprising that it is
surviving till date, when some of the best selling
fiction are out-dated with the passages of time be-
cause of new writings. But 'Mahabharata’
'‘Shreemad Bhagavata' still survives and it will go
on surviving because they are perfect in itself as it
speaks of those grein realities of life which are as-
sociated with a modern man. It also tells us how
we can acquire the perfcct knowledge.

But we. the people are so much engrossed in
the materialistic world that we simply let our spiri-
tual sensibility to be overtaken by scientific
thoughts. The impurity of our mind deny us of
spiritual elevation. We are so much wooed by the
materialistic things that we have completely for-
gotten our real goal in life - that is to know Him,
to simply develop Bhakti (Love) in us towards
Him, It has been generally believed that we must
elevate our spiritual senses in order to achieve lib-
eration of soul, "Immortality”, But you know, a real
devotee does not even want (he liberation of his
soul, he dimply loves God. Lord Krishna says, "One
for whom even liberation of their soul is undesir-
able. 1(Krishna) bow' down to him." m
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hen we try to define a woman from ihe point of view of lier
background, local, race and nationality, the identity of the woman
is bound to be involved in numerous social, political and cultural
contexts and references. Without going into problematics here,
one may however tend to refer to the Indian woman from the
perspective of nationality alone and in that case too a picture
would emerge that is truly diverse ,yet unique and singular.
[ndia’s position in the world scenario seems to be a convincing
one and as a nation she necessarily occupies a powerful status
economically, politically and of course culturally. To the typical
western man India may provide an enchanting imperial legacy
filled with enigmatic aura of the east which at limes, may bespeak
of prejudice and superstition but in the overall perspective India
slil boasts of a rich cultural and philosophical heritage. Of that
rich variety of cultural identities, women form an ingredient part.
Tht: women in India are real flag bearers of progress as they
ha\e. like their counterparts in the west accommodated
themselves to the ideas of freedom, economic and
legal rights and also the growing demands of
human resource developmental strategies. Indian
women have now moved forward toward expanded
horizon of higher education, technical know how,
business entrepreneurship, management, health and
engineering . In some distinguished but forbidden
areas like military frontline service, aeronautical
and space research etc women have made their
[narks. The case of distinguished women like
Kalpana Chaw'la needs not be a sad reminder of
what happened to the spirited self of a great Indian
woman, because this daring adventurous woman
should always be representative of ail those free
aspiring spirits who do never hesitate to strive for
the unknown and the unachieved. Sunita Williams
has set a stupendous record for all women kind in
this world by staying in the outer space for six months. She is



now part of a rich legacy,

The Indian women as integral components of
the advancement proces.s have attained name and
glory but a true assessment of reality can only be
done by tracing back the years of history of
suffering ,pain and trauma in the last seven or
eight decades. For. the notion of women
emancipation involves hard core struggles ainidst
people in various fields and also softer strategies
to create space for women in politics, economic
policies, administration , entrepreneurship and in
overall social structure. In fact this journey of
women began with pioneers like Dr Kadambini
Ganguly and Anandibai Jo.shi , two first women
doctors in British India who had the defermination
to overcome all the social blockades and
psychological inhibitions pertaining to the time.
Kadambini was a lucrative practitioner in Kolkata
and was actively involved in nationaUst politics.
She happened to be one of the six w'omen
delegates to attend the Calcutta session of Indian
National Congress. There she delivered the vote
of thanks in English. In this context one
pioneering person in tiie North east was Dr CL
Kimi of Aizawl of Lusai Hills who started her
career as a school teacher but who later obtained a
medical degree to become the assistant surgeon in
1944. kamala Rathnam Sattyanathan was one
significant contributor to the movement of media
and journalism in India in the first decade of the
twentieth century. When she started The Indian
Uidies Magazine in 1901 it was a momentous step
toward women's development in this country.
This mouthpiece for women continued till 1930
and it became a pioneering platform for Sarojini
Naidu’s poems.

These significant contributions on part of
women in nation building have to be regarded in
an objective light as in this context the prevailing
social situation and retarding customs and taboos
deterring women's up gradation too need to be
focused. Since India is a massive land mass
ingrained with diverse cultural practices and
commitments of the people , these w'ould serve
only as a few examples of the achievements of
women before Independence. Since we attained
our political freedom in 1947, it becomes an
imperative now that a comprehensive and
conducive atmosphere is created within the
country so that every citizen is imparted with

fundamental rights for survival and growth of
potential. The case of women is regarded as a
separate issue as the age long di.vcrimination
against women around the globe provides a valid
point of social debate in India also. But the
relevant question that needs to be answered now
is that can women shy away from the
responsibilities that seem to throw challenges to
men and women equally in a world that has
attained tremendous technological progress but
which has regressed miserably in terms of human
values and civil proprieties. Women in India are
beset with a rich cultural and spiritual tradition
&on that line they have to advance their journey.
It is a necessar>’" prerequisite that women need to
be aware of their rights in general because it is
definitely not about the progress of a few
privileged women that concerns us ; rather it is a
common forum of concern for all the
underprivileged and deprived women in this
country. For along with the path of progress that
has been chalked for a few , a number of
pathways need to be cleared for so many in India
so that they are imparted with education, both
formal and informal . basic knowledge of health
and hygiene , information about their political .
legal and fundamental rights and ample avenues
for self expression through artistic and acsthctic
endeavors.!



Divine Love

Bandana Choudhury

B. Sc. 2nd year. Dept, ofEconomics

The human soul possesses the germ of that
indescribable something which poets, dramatists,
artists and philosophers of all ages had
endeavoured to describe by words and poems, by
stories and j'ables, by symbols and images, by
paintings and sculptures. That something is a
charm which throws a spell around itsell and
whoever comes near it remains enchanted and
spellbound. Il sweetens the bitter experiences of
life, enlivens worried anc. dejected heart> and
animates them with vigour, strength, hope and
cheerfulness. It makes one forget the drudgery of
life and to enjoy the toils and troubles vsith peace,
transquility and happincs?. This great foiling
cannot be defined, still it had been called by
various names in different countries. In English
language, it is called 'Love'".

Whenever this word i‘i uttered, it touches our
hearts and creates a thrilling sensation ir the soul
of a genuine lover. All human affections are the
manifestations of that wonderful power of love.
The lie of friendship, anc the inuisible chord that
binds the hearts of parents and children, and
unites the souls of a husband and a wife or of a
lover and the beloved, would be broken forever, if

that something were not behind all those tender
feelings and attachments which w'c call human
affections. It is one power that governs our lives.
It is inseparable from our being. But we never ask
what is love, instinctively we understand its
nature. The reason is - from the very moment that
we are conscious of our existence, we begin to
love ourselves, either consciously or
unconsciously.

The nature of love is to attract. Wherever there
is an expression of love, there is manifested a
kind of mutual attraction first, and then mutual
attachment and mutual feeling of possession. The
same attraction which is known on the material
plane as gravitation, molecular attraction and
chemical affinity when manifested itself on the
soul plane, is called love. Love is the attraction
between a .sou] and a soul. The particles of matter
cannot attract ihe soul of the mother, Il is the soul
of the child lying behind the material face that
attracts the soul of the mother.

When anyone falls in love with another, both
the lover and :he beloved are so attracted to each
other that they sacrifice all other duties, all other
ideas and all other pleasures upon that altar of



love. A true lover unconsciously renounces his duties towards his
parents, relatives, friends and society for the time being. Ke finds
no pleasure in eating and drinking and in performing the works of
his daily life, when he is separated from his beloved. His whole
heart and soul are absorbed in the beloved. He always looks
inattentive, and whatever w'ork he undertakes, he performs it
automatically. Three-fourths of his mind goes after the beloved
and with the remaining one-fourth he sustains his life for the sake
of serving his beloved. In this place, time and space do not exist in
his relation. He thinks of nothing, speaks of nothing, and dreams
of nothing, other tlian his beloved. Then he is free, i.e he is free
from all duties and worldly cares and anxieties. Then his mind is
concentratcd. His soul is peaceful and happy. This is 'true
renunciation'. He does not sacrifice or renounce any thing by
making any special effort, but his tremendous feeling of all
engrossing love floods every corner of his heart, leaving no room
for other feelings and ideas. The flood of true love swallows up all
selfish desires. If the object of such true love be God himself
instead of an ordinary selfish mortal and if the same extreme
feeling of love be directed towards God, the result will be DIVINE
LOVE. It will make the lover free from all bondage of duty and
social or family relations, the soul of the lover will commune
constantly with the beloved. Lord of the universe, and eventually,
will become one with them.

In each individual soul, is flowing constantly a stream of love
which remains confined w'ithin the walls of the lover self for some
time. When a river is confined within the walls of the mountains, it
seeks an outlet to flow into the ocean. It is the ocean of love which
is called God. Every drop of that stream of love which is flowing
in the human heart, contains the germ of Divine Love. As a drop
of water is everywhere the same, whether it is pure or impure, its
chemical properties are the same. A drop of water taken from the
river would contain the same properties as that from the ocean, so
a drop of love, taken from the human heart, contains all properties
of a drop of love from the ocean of Divinity, because love in one,
and it varies only in its character, according to the direction from
which the stream flows. It flows toward one's own self, it is animal
and it is human, but if it flows toward the object without having
any consideration for itself, then it is Divine.

Human affection .seeks a return of love. No one has ever seen a
lover on the human plane in wordly life w'ho expect to be loved in
turn or who does not seek some kind of return for his or her love.
But divine love, seeks no return. So long as. love is mutual, i.e for
the benefit of both the lover and the beloved it is human, But when
the stream of love flows toward an object simply for the good of
the object and makes the lover forget himself for the time being,
that love is uplifting and divine.

Hence, any thing or any act that makes us forget our small
personality, our little individuahty, our dear little self, is divine,
because it leads Godward. m

Theflood of true
love swallows up all
selfish desires. If
the object of such
true love be God
himself instead of
an ordinaiy selfish
mortal and if the
same extreme feel-
ing of love be di-
rected towards God,
the result will be
DIVINE LOVE. It
will make the lover
freefrom all bond-
age ofduty and
social orfamily
relations, the soul
of the lover will
conwume constantly
with the beloved.
Lord of the uni-
verse, and eventu-
ally, will become

one with them.



Keep Physical A ctiv

ities in E ducation

Kulen Das

Physical Imtruclor,

There is no alternative to I“Lardwork for al! round
development of a person. Now a question ari>e, who
can do handwork? Those who are physically fit.
menially alert., emotionally balanced, socially ad-
justed, morally true and spiritually uplifted. Those
who are physically weak, can’t serve themselves as
well as others. If they become public servants to-
morrow they will not be able to serve thr public
well.

Today work-culture is al-
most gone from our society.

From early in the morn-

ing to late night, we are

either dependent on

the scientific gadgets

or services from

helpers. Thus we are

leading a sedentary

life-style. As a result, we

are falling prey to life style dis-
eases/ such as high blood pressure,
high cholestoral in the blood diabetes,
heart problems and obesity.

The parents now-a-days arc more concerned with
academic activities of their children, Diey are inter-
ested only in good marks in the exams. But the truth
is that academic development of a student can't take
place without his or her .sound physical health. In
fact, our mind can’t develop in isolation from the
body.

Such emphasis on a sound physical health, it goes
without saying is an age old conccpt of Indian
people (as else where in the globe). The great San-
skrit poet l'alidas in his Kumarasambhava rightly
asserts : “Sariram adyam khalu dhi.rmasadhanam”
(Body is the prime means of performing religious
duties.)

Sport activites gc a long way in ")uilding optimal
health of a person. But most people including a vast

Cottofi College

majority of students now-a-days neglect sports, as

they think that these have nothing to do with an

academic career. They also think thhit it is very dif-

ficult to earn name and fame in the field of sports.

It is true that everyone who starts practicing can't

be a Tendulkar or P.T. Usha or Dipankar

Bhattacharya or Abhinav Bindra. But a student

should play various games and sports or

attend physical fitness programme in

his/her daily life. It requires a

lifelong commitment to

give time and effort. Ex*

ercise must become a

part of our life like

bathing and brush-

ing the teeth. It is

found that most of the

brilliant students now-

a-days develop hyper ten-

sion, diabetes and other ail-

ments in their early age of 20-25.

One of the reasons of these life style

diseases is back of physical exercise of the young
people.

It is to be born in mind that physical education is
an integral pan of general education, physical edu-
cation teaches us the social values of co-operation,
sympathy, loyalty, fraternity, courtesy, decision
making, nutrition, health habits etc. Simultaneously
knowingly or unknowingly if we are doing some
kind of physical activities there we are safe in this
modern age.

Swami Vivekananda said,

‘What Indian needs today is not the Bhagawad
Geeta but the football t'leld.

All parents can't afford to give admission to their
son/daughter at health club, swimming pool or
sports coaching academy. So the students should
take advantage of school or college sports. If they
are pro\'ide to line a healthy life. m



The Heart-rending Perform ance

Jayashree Dutta

H.S. 1st \ear (Science)

Armed with pale faces, reddish hairs, torn shirts patched at uncountable
places and hirge sacks, perhaps heavier than their own weight, hanging
behind them, those tiny waifs louched my heart like never before. \ was
standing on my teirace and a “feel-god” factor grasped me, as if | were
“God” silently watching my, or more correctly our creation. Their eyes
and tender hands never lived idle, were busy searching for bottles, pieces
of tin and such junks in the din heap, at a little distance from our own
house,

Having dutifully finished their jobs in that particular spot, they pro-
gressed with their tired legs, perhaps in search of their next destination,
when they arrived in front of The House (just opposite to ours) the house
where Bihu was being celebrated in a real grand way. Small and fairly
pretty girls, clad in colourful ‘skirts’ with their rhythmic steppings to the
music seemed to take me to an urge to learn the dance! 1 has two rag-
pickers stood near their gate and then put their big sacks aside. They had
never seen such celebration before, |1 knew. To my utter surprise, those
two waifs began to jump and dance to the music of drums, flute and
‘gagana’. They seemed to forget for some moments that the dark world
of reality, where they ought to reside, would beckon them soon. Their
slender legs, their scarred hands, their glistening smiles, all were experi-
encing the joys of freedom, the days of childhood, the world of dreams.
And for me. that was the most pleasant performance | had ever seen and
could ever .see, in any Bihu. Their untouchcd innocence inspite of empty
bellies was a thing meant just for experiencing. They laughed and danced,
held each other’s hand and made meiTV. they really enjoyed and so did 1

But what! The music suddenly stopped playing? Oh! Some one among
the ones inside had switched the player off. He found it below their dig-
nity to have such dirty, ragged streetboys near their compound, dancing
to their music, that too in line w'ith their children. The two boys stood
there for sometime with some meaningless glances in their stony eyes
and then slowly took up the sacks and set out happily, maybe w'ith a
contented thought that they had really enjoyed their lime. I, too, rejoiced
those moments with them, except for a small differcnce-

When 1came down the stairs and progressed towards my door, some-
thing tickled in my cheek. My fingers went upto it and found it to be a
liny drop of tear. While the two w'aifs were returning to their work quite
contented and happy, just one pcrplexion knocked me-

“Did they deserve il7"

This question did not let me find a reply to another ;

"If this was my situation after observing just one poignant scene from
my terrace, then what will be His position who resides in a terrace much,
much and much higher than ours?”

I know | can’t find a reply. m

NUTTU I Iv It



The Spirit of Worship or Ibadat : An Important Per-
spective for the Development of Human Value

Dr. Abu Bakkar Siddique

Lcvturen Ik ‘pt. oj Arabic

The spirit of worship or Ibadat. is an important

perspective of discussion for the oevelopmcent of
human vaiue and which has much importance in
the era of globalization for removing all kinds of
inhuman activities out of the society and making
individuality capable for aspiring higher dimen-

sion of life.

Worship, in all its grades and kinds, is the
response of the creature lo the Hternal. There is a
sense in which we may think of the w'hole life of
the Universe, seen and unseen, conscious and
unconscious, as an act of Worship, The growth of
spirit of Worship in men, or the influence which
exerts upon their concrete activities, while ‘lIbadal’
is an Arabic word
derived form
'‘Abd' and it means
submission.

God is the
Master and ail
men are His slaves
and whatever men
do in obedience to
and for the plea-
sure of God is
Ibadat’. The
concept of Ibadat
is very wide, [f
some one frees his speech from filth, fal.-chood.
malice and abuse and speaks the truth and talks
goodly things and does all this only for the
pleasure of God, they constitute 'lbadat’.

If someone obeys the law of God in spirit In
his commercial and economic affairs ard abides
by it in his dealings with his parents, relati\cs.
friends and neighbours and all those who come
into contact with him. ail these activities of him
arc also 'Ibadat’. If someone helps the poor and
the destitute, gives fooJ to the hungry and serves
the afilicted and does all this not for :iny personal
gain but only lo seek ihe pleasure of fjod. this is

also 'lbadat'.

Worship or Ibadat implies work or action in
terms of goodness to the creatures for the pleasure
of God. Any action which results better in the
positive sense without denoting rejection of
action.

In connection with the functioning of action, il
is reported that the name of Sri Krishna would
ever be remembered with due respect for his
having pointed out that renunciation of action
does not lie in total rejection of action, renuncia-
tion of action implies being unattached to the fruit
of the action.

In this context, it is obvious that Ibadat in
terms of action
needs interest to
do w'hile renun-
ciation implies
uninterest to do
action but not
rejection of
action.

Sri Sarada
Devi, the holy
mother is of the
opinion that the
mind keeps well
w'hen engaged in
work. And vet meditation and prayer are also
needed. One must at least sit down once in the
morning and again in the evening. That acts as a
rudder to a boat. When one sits in meditation in
the evening, one gets a chance to think of what
one has done - good or bad during the whole day.

It is repoiied that God first created man while
started endowing him with the spirit of goodness.

Faith (u the unity of God is the most funda-
mental and the most basic teachings for all. It is
the way of all the teachings for the creatures.

In Surah an-Nihal, it has been said- "And we
did raise among every people a Messenger to
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There is a secret dwelling
place in each man’s heart,
where the Divine is to be
fell and experienced.
Prayers, meditations and
spiritual exercises are all
methods which are de-
vices for helping us to
know the deepest in us.
This doesn't mean that we
should retire into monas-
teries, or go to mountain
tops while torturing
minds and giving up the
world. People who are in
the position of doing so,
they are not in the slate of
worshiping God in true
sense. Men who neglect
their duties and merely
utter the name- Krishna,
Allah are the enemies of
God. For the sake of
humanity God himself
has taken birth in this
world and for which, it is
the duty of men to ex-
press their deepest con-
victions in daily life and

in national behaviour.

Preach to worship God and shun the evil one" (Holy Quran).

In the name of spirit of religion in terms of worship or
Ibadat, some people admit the oneness of God, some others
admit the sun. moon, rock, river, tree etc.while some others
admit dualism and pluralism in God and the others admit the
welfare of men. The well accepted religion is that which
controls the present life of men through rational activities,
reasonable thought and speech and the base of which is divine
love and the unity of men.

There is a secret dwelling place in each man's heart, where
the Divine is to be felt and experienced. Prayers, meditations
and .spiritual exercises are all methods which are devices for
helping us to know the deepest in us. This doesn't mean that
we should retire into monasteries, ot go to mountain tops
while torturing minds and giving up the world. People who are
in the position of doing so, they are not in the state of worship-
ing God in true sense. Men who neglect their duties and
merely utter the name- Krishna, Allah are the enemies of God.
For the sake of humanity God himself has taken birth in this
world and for which, it is the duty of men to express their
deepest convictions in daily life and in national behaviour.

The peole are overwhelmed by immediate feeling of
oneness with the world in terms of the spirit. Life eternal is at
the acceptance of the spirit. Man's existence acquires a new
dimension, depth, surpassing all travails and suffering. Life is
a steady march to an assured goal where men shall be at peace
and tranquility.

Philosophies like that of Radhakrishnan are much important
in the era of globalization while he started believing in the law
of karma. Radhadrishnan's reconciliation of karma is signifi-
cant. as he says, "Our demand for freedom must reckon with
the universe that is marked by order and regularity”.

So far the definition of life in terms of spiritual uplift, life
could easily be defined by love. Men become intolerant of
own fellow brothers while they hate and Kkill ruthlessly. Life
that could be made infinitely liveable becomes a procession of
jealousy, frustration and calumny, It is quite possible to change
the whole thing with the cultivation of tolerance, love, peace,
optmism, bom out of a deep conviction in the spirit for the
pleasure of God in the name of Worship or Ibadat.

Infine. 1 would like to conclude here that today's society
has been ooverwhelmed by violence, hatred, jealousy and if
society is to be free from such violence, hatred and jealousy
and if we want to live peacefully, then we should spiritually be
inspired and encouraged through the avenue or Worship of
Ibadat, which is the need of the hour and the real principle of
any true religion. m



W hen an economy's financial sector seizes up all
other sectors are bound fo feel the pain. Ever since
the financial meltdown became a reality most
countries have either witnessed a stalling in their
economic growth or been inexorably sucked into
the vortex of a downward spiral. Within the
developed countries, where the crisis first surfaced
the problems mainly emanated from the housing
sector and banks and overleverag.;d financial
institution that propped up the former. Then came
the weaker firms and as the downurn spread to
each and every sector even stable businesses the
world over are going belly up. This has left its mark
on society in the form of rising levels of the
unemployed which threaten to unleash social unrest
in a number of naaons including countries as
disparate as France and China. The global average
income is falling, rich economies are shrinking
and emerging markets that were chugging along a
high growth trajectory have suddenly found their
new found economic prowess largely stymied. Most
worrying is that the Millennium Development Goals
Which were never easy to achieve now seem a
moving target.

In an increasingly integrated world, problems ihal
w'ere of a localized nature earlier have a tendency
to be transmitted at short notice across national

Unraveling

T he C urrent

Financial C risis
Manoj Talukdar

Selection Grade Lecturer, Dept, of Economics

boundaries often assuming crisis proportions. This
explains why the frequency of crisis has gone up
considerably and their effects have been more
deva.stating with the passage of time. According to
Barry Eichengreen from the University of California
at Berkeley and Michael Bordo of Rutgers
University the frequency of financial crisis has
shown an increasing trend over the years. If bears
mention here that most recessions are caused by
financial excess and such excess can always be
traced back to a situation where \enality and hubris
abound.

What follows is a brief take on the unraveling
situation based on the research undertaken by
eminent economists. If is not possible for a recce of
the gamut of literature on the crisis, that too, on a
world wide scale. Hence this article would, in the
main, concentrate on the US economy. This,
because the US has been at the centre of the
maelstrom and much empirical work on the
deepening c”risis relates to its economy. Another
reason stems from the apt remark- "When America
.sneezes the world catches a cold" as has been amply
deinonsirated once again, much to the discomfiture
of the decoupling theorists, li is a marvel then how
at this late hour ideologically inclined theorists hold
on to the belief that somehow emerging economies



can cscape the financial contagion by insular/
uncoordinated policies when openness and global
integration is a fait accompli,

Cyclical perturbations in the level of economic
activity are normal in the capitalist scheme of things.
More often than not these are caused by acute
financial stress brought on by monetary excess. This
time round things were no different. These excesses
came to the fore in the build up to the financial crisis
and underlay what is now tenned the subprime crisis
which has since ballooned into the Global
Meltdown.

The immediate impetus to the deteriorating
situation may be traced back to the Federal Reserve
(Fed) and any number of central banks in the Euro
area. The Fed had been maintaining an easy money
policy from 2002 till 2006. (When a country's central
bank wants to increase spending and decrease
unemployment, it decreases lending rates and
increases the money supply. More money is then
available for people to borrow from commercial
banks. As money is easier to borrow this policy
stance is called an easy money policy.). The interest
rates were low in comparison to what they ought to
have been with regard to the historical trends and
this led to a growth in the money supply in excess
of what was warranted in the economy. Prof John
Taylor from Stanford University has demonstrated
that these unusually low interest rates had greatly
exacerbated the housing boom and its eventual bust.

Outside the United States the same situation was
being played out as is evident from "Monetary
Policy, Market Excesses and Financial Turmoil” a
paper by R. Ahrend, B. Cournede and R. Price, on
the situation as if unraveled in the OECD countries.
The European Central Bank rate was moving in
tandem with the rates set by the Fed. Countries in
the Euro zone, where the rates of interest rates were
considerably low, witnessed booms and eventual
busts similar to that of the USA, The crisis was
particularly severe on Spain and Ireland which had
maintained low rates of interest and had little effect
on such countries as Austria which had all along
maintained a tight monetary policy, More
importantly countries that had propped up their
home building industry with ample supplies of
cheap credit were the first to go under and hit the
hardest by the crisis.

In retrospect it is clear that monetary policy was

less stringent than warranted given the state of the
real sector in a large number of countries on either
side of the Atlantic. It is difficult to say whether
central banks were playing catch up or whether it
was rate setting by a powerful central bank (read
the Fed ) influencing the policy stance in the Euro
area.

Given the above diagnosis the looming recession
could have been contained but for one important
factor- the housing sector boom and its eventual
bust Which had a domino effect on all round
economic activity. With the benefit of hindsight much
of what had happened seems avoidable but the fact
of the matter is that there were many imponderables
here-some that could have been diagnosed yet other
which the prevailing state of the art could barely
fathom.

An example of financial excess is that of lower
than warranted interest rates that set off perverse
incentives. Then there was the US administrations'
insistence on encouraging home ownership over
large segments of the population. The problems that
eventually beset financial behemoths such as Fannie
Mac and Freddie Mac can be directly traced to this
misguided policy. The two, low interest rates and
policy induccd home ownership, helped by dollops
of lax oversight connived to concoct a heady brew
which saw home prices spiral out of control. The
catalyst was provided by that particularly American
innovation of Collateralized Debt Obligations which
according to Professor Raghuram Rajan, from the
University of Chicago, is a mechanism for
converting mortgage securities and corporate bond.s
from huge, illiquid assets owned by local investors
into liquid financial instruments that could be
flogged as securities of the highest grade. This was
also an imaginative method of mitigating risk. Alas
its willful abuse had the oppo.site effect.

Low interest pushed up the demand for new
homes which in turn provided an impetus for more
start-ups. As the economy gained traction the
mortgage industry was lulled into complacency.
Delinquency rates were falling as they are wont
to in an upswing and there was improper
provisioning in the mistaken notion that large
scale default was not on the cards, However every
boom has its downside and excessive appetite for
undertakina

risks became evident when the



downslide gained in momentum. No amount of
subsequent fire fighting measures that included even
lower interest rates as also pump priming the
economy could arrest the down irend.

To digress a little it may be mentioned here that
ordinarily the Central Bank provides short-term
lending to credit institutions at pre determined rates.
These loans have an immediate impact on ovem ght
interest rates in the money market. Through price
formation in financial markets the effect is then
"transmitted" across the interest rate spectrum
involving securities and loans of varying maturities.

What started the eventual slide was the sudden
upward movement, in the O\ernight funds (the
Overnight Index swaps in the US) towards mid 2007.
These interest rates are a mea.>ure not only of the
prevailing liquidity position in the money market
but also of the risks inherent in counterpart borrowing
and lending activity.

The rise in interest rates could have been due to
either a deficient supply of liquidity or a heightened
perception of risks involved in the holding of money
market instruments. In the event of a liquidity
crunch higher short term interest rates arc transmitted
into dated securities via the transmission mechanism
mentioned earlier. With regard to risk, short term
interest rates rule high when creditor's are
apprehensive of default. Creditors charge ai extra
premium to cover for any delinquency.

As later events bear testimony the problem lay
with the heightened perception of counterparty risk
among market participants. This is evident in that
the transmission mechanism failed to translate into
a rise in the long term interest rales o,i dated
securities. A shortage of liquidity in the short term
ought to have heralded a credit squeeze in the future
which would call for a rise in the long term rates
commensurate to rise in the money market rates.
This however was not the case and the lorger term
interest rates hardly budged from their lo™v levels.
This was only to be expected as the dollar wis always
the currency of the last resort and America was being
swamped by the surplus savings originating in the
emerging economies.

Unfortunately, the problem was diagnosed as one
of deficient liquidity and this further aggrivated the
problem. Deficient liquidity would call for d lowering

of interest rates rather than a relook at the quality of
assets in the balance sheet of financial
intermediaries. The policy stance from then on
veered towards infusing liquidity into the system in
order to resuscitate the flagging level of economic
activity.

Liquidity enhancing policies mcluded that of
injecting short term funds into the system by making
it easier for banks to borrow from the Feb. Much
the same was done in other countries through their
respective central banks. Then thc”c was the fiscal
stimulus provided by tax rebates to American
household totaling a hundred billion dollars
encouraging them to shore up their supposedly
shrinking consumption expenditure. These measures
hardly had an impact on the economy. Neither did
the measures foster higher consumption expenditure
and nor was there any appreciable increase in real
investment expenditure. This was suggestive of the
fact that the problem was not of deficient liquidity
but rather that the cause of the malaise lay elsewhere.

Subsequently the Fed went on an overdrive and
aggressively slashed interest rates when its calibrated
actions did not bear the intended results. However
commodity markets and speculation therein are
highly sensitive to interest rates. The draw down in
the interest rate led to a sharp increase in oil prices
negatively impacting on the profitability of industry.
Also this policy stance led to depreciation in the
dollar. As oil prices are denominated in dollars
energy prices soared, further aggravating the
situation in countries across the world. Much the
same was being witnessed in other commodity
markets.

From August 2007 to July 2008 the price of oil
more than doubled from $60 to around $150 at their
peak in mid 2008. The same scene was being
enacted in other commodity markets. Rising
petroleum prices hit the motor car industry
particularly hard. The automobile industry along
with real estate had strong linkages to other sectors
and the robustness of activity in these two sectors is
a barometer of the status of the health of any aspiring
economy. These developments had the foreboding
of a full blown recession which eventually did
transpire. The respite from high commodity prices
came only in mid 2008 when it was all too apparent



that the world was unmistakably headed towards a
recession. Speculators in the commodity markets
had to unwind their long positions (The buying of a
commodity, with the expectation that it will rise in
value) resulting in a fall in energy and other
commodity prices but this was small consolation as
large swathes of those economies already afflicted
could hardly be expected to
arrest their falling levels of
activity by a mere fall in input
prices. The crisis was that of
confidence more than anything
else. Once the fear of recession
sets in, any fall in prices could
trigger off a more pessimistic
outlook rather than provide a
cue for heightened economic
activity.

There were further policy
induced setbacks for the
economy that helped in
prolonging the crisis. Initially
the problem was seen to be one

come is

economies
that had afflicted the commercial

banking sector alone, rather than
other financial institutions. Then
in a singularly knee jerk reaction
the Troubled Assets Relief
programme (TARP) totaling
$700 bn was announced in the
United States. What was not
questionable was the si/.e of the
rescue plan. However neither a
clear policy framework nor any
credible measure of oversight in
the administration of the fund
was spelt out.

Predictably the crisis worsened. Credibility took
a beating with the Hip flop in policy. For instance
there was no intervention when Lehnian Brothers
went under whereas in similar circumstances Bear
Stearns merited a bailout earlier in the year and then
again a rescue operation was allowed for AIG,
viewing it as too big to fall. This lack of predictably
on the policy front led to a crisis of confidence that
was damaging to the orderly functioning of financial
markets or what was left of it. The situation has
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graduated into a full blow'n recession since then and
continues to takeits toll on the economy of the
United States andby extension the rest of the world.

This recapitulation of the events as they unfolded
docs not set out the problem in its entirety. Neither
does it identity of the antecedents to the crisis nor
the ramifications of a deeper malaise afflicting the

worlds economic architecture. It

would be more fruitful to view

the financial crisis as the
culmination of a series of
contradictions that emerged in
the world of finance and trade
following the Asian meltdown
and the dotcom bust.

Economist are veering
towards the view that global
growth for last ten years has
been built on the back of huge
flows that have resulted in a
number of imbalances that are
unsustainable given the current
global trade arrangements and
financial superstructure.

One is the continuous
outsourcing of manufacturing
activity into low wage
economics. This outsourcing of
manufacturing activity helped
on by technology transfers
resulted in a phenomenal rise in

along
trajectory

found their

is that the
productivity in

gconomies.

emerging

never The resulting goods and
now services were in need of a
target. market and this was provided by

the developed world with
Americacoming to the fore as the consumer of the
last resort increased
consumption would warrant increased income or the
increased availability of credit in the developed
world.

This was provided by the ever increasing flow
of savings from the developing provided by the
developed world with America . All of these surplus
savings were not consumed away in countries such
as the US. Part of these inflows was recycled as

as it were. However



investment funds for new fangled industrial
complexes and establishments in the deAeloping
world. The returns from this investment activity
went to the financial intermediaries in the
developed world. The emerging economies were
content with holding on to lower yield Joreign
exchange reserves in order to stave off any future
flight of capital from their shores. In doing so they
starved their economy of funds both for
consumption needs and for investment activity
particularly those relating to much needed social
and economic infrastructure. The causes
underlying this state of affairs were not difficult to
comprehend ,

In the preceding dccadc the Asian financial crisis
had dented the confidence of the economic
powerhouses in the region. The lesson leant from
that crisis w'as that developing countries mist guard
against, the flight to quality, of capital, in times of
stress. In their quest for insurance against such an
eventuality developing country central banks
bought dollars to build up reserves which were way
above prudential levels. This led to a weakening
of their home currencies encouraging exports and
depressing consumption spending at home. Much
of the national savings generated, thus landed up
as foreign exchange reserves in the developed
world notably America.

However America could not provide an outlet
for investment for such huge inflows of capital.
The dotcom bust had an adverse effect on the
business sentiment of American industry and real
investment in that country could not pick up the
slack. Neither could America act as an (‘fficient
intermediary because there weren't enough quality
assets in the developing world where capital
expenditure was needed the most. Faced v~ ith this
liquidity overhang the financial sector got into
creative mode and this underlay the housir.g boom
and increased lending for consumption related and
personal advances. The inherent contradictions
were too many to run the test of time. T ie most
glaring was the continual denial of much needed
funds to pay for increased domestic consumption
and investment expenditure out of the new found
wealth in the developing world. At the same time

increase in wealth did not necessarily translate into
ever higher consumption expenditure, for these
economies w'cre not noted for viable and
overanching social security systems. Those who
could climb out of their poverty preferred to stash
away significant proportions of their incomes in
order that they did not regress into their former
status, come a rainy day. Governments in these
economics had not put their former status, come a
rainy day. Governments in these economies had
not put their mind to upgrading tJAir antediluvian
infrastructure facilities and hence there was (and
still is) an absence of an inventory of bankable
projects to which the surplus funds could be
channelised bank in. Neither could they let their
currencies appreciate for that would imply a loss of
competitiveness especially if there w'ere any number
of countries that were willing to artificially suppress
their currencies from appreciating by sterlising
inflows. Something had to give in this long chain of
contradictions. Ultimately it was the housing bust
that provided the required traction for playing out
the subprime crisis. As mentioned earlier, ingenious
financiers in the developed world got into the act to
fill the void left in the wake of a flow of surplus
savings into the fmancial centres of the world. What
followed is now history and sadly it is stiil in the
making.

The moot point is whether policy makers across
the world arc in a frame of mind to discard
ideological bias and ready to sit and talk across
the tabic. This, in order to evolve a global trade
and finance related infrastructure based on
consensus. For one this would have to take into
account the growing clout of erstwhile minnows
and bear the imprimatur of extant heavy weights.
Emerging economies will definitely take this
century by storm but it’s not a zero sum game.
There has to be coordinated action on all fronts
and the lessons learnt point towards a more open
environment with credible oversight and a
consensus based policy making framework. If this
last fails to materialise there is more pain ahead.
Moreover the frequency of such crisis would rise
and so would the amplitude of each successive
cycle. m
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On Mahapurush Sankardeva

(Crossroads)

JubarajJnanbikash Baruah
H S 1st Year (Science)

I crossed roads

Burdened with loads

I met a person who crossed the river
Taking a ship

With a herd of sacrificial sheep

And thus | crossed roads

I met a person who crossed the river
Taking a feather weight boat

Dressed in a coat

And thus | crossed road

I met a person who crossed the river
Swimming across

Wearing a Christian cross

And thus | crossed roads

I met a person who travelled the whole way
Night passed, as passed day

No possession by his side

He had himself to sacrifice

Not the poor lambs

He had to dress others

Not wear the richest flesh

He had a vision, not terrorising religion
Not bear the differences of God

And thus | crossed roads

No, I didn't cross roads

I just wanted to follow him

Step by step, foot by foot

Gifted with never burdening loads

But as he went ahead of time

It remained a dream to come true.

And that's what makes a great man
That's what made Sankardeva

And | don't need to call him Mahapurush
Everyone knows what's already known. m

The Right Friend

Kalloli D utta
TDC 3rd year, Dept, of Zoology

You set out to find a friend.

A listener, a speaker,

a secret-keeper.

There are thousands.

But you choose only ten.

Out in the sun.

You have a lot of fun.

Wishes, .. and Kkisses...

and promises...

And as it starts to rain

You share your coat with them.
You are found to be a

good friend..

But when comes their turn.

All of them give a run.

None to hold a hand,

None really to understand.

You tell everyone, "I'll be there.".
But then they hardly care.

So think twice before you choose.
May be there's only one among all
Whom 'a friend' you can call.
But atleast you have someone
You wouldn't want to lose! m



Life is Anticipation

Sukanya Dekaraja
H S 1styear (Science)

What is life?
. game of luck, reproaching other, feed fat,
For SurVIVaI fortune, opportunity or affliction.
Life is not in fair mansion.
Life is utterly arduous.
Not the alternative is achieved,
Enjoy each moment
Life is indeed anticipation
Anticipate for next
If you lose the first
Never adieu the series of
anticipation
till the hour of death
Merely enjoy the triunrph of content. m

M ukesh Pandey
TDC 3rd year (Arts)

The daily bustle, the incessant grind,

to the mind and body are unkind;

But, for survival people have to work,

or, have an empty plate to poke with the fork;

It's simple maths behold, empty plate-stomach vacant
Which festers crime, claims a rich clair voyant.
Poverty linked to the rise of crime,

a fine topic to discuss over caviar and wine;

How do they toil for such a meagre pay?

And, don't even take a holiday?

Well, if you too can go without food for say,

more than 24 hours, to your dismay.

You will find that life is not all rosy and gay;

when food daily comes from what on that day you learn.
You too, will seldom for holidays yearn,

On the declaration of a bandh, your tummy will turn;

Souvenir

But, these people don't ask for support oi sympathy, Anjan Chamuah

just give their works a semblance of dignity; TDC 3rd year, Dept, of Chemistry
Bom as equals were all of us in the creator's sights.

Don't deny them their basic rights; Remembering days with you
Don't cringe when you witness people from a far. My dear...

Because they do the same on seeing your pet in the car! = When minstrel songs _

Filled the measure of the year.
Time passed in vague

Days became shorter -
Increabed the night range.

Night mare came,
Transcience to compensate
Warned me-

About the mystery to happen.

But mine affection-

Was not a weak bondage
Which breaks at the slightest
pretext.

Now, in this deserted land
Souvenir of yours'-

Vexed me all the time and
Frustrates me of the vicarious love.



The Scene Unseen

D iksha Kakoti
H S 2nd year (Arts)

The curtain draws up; here she comes
so pretty; so graceful; such a blissful smile;
With mystic blue eyes and golden hair

She has won every body's heart with a magical air.

As she sings, the sun rises,

As she dance, the rain drops

As she acts, the moon shines,

The moment she stops, the thunder strikes!

She makes all cry, alongwith her tears.

She makes, all laugh, alongwith her cheers.
She makes, all alert with her charm

so hypnotic, so terrific; yet so calm!

Like the sun, she rose up

Like the rain, she's got to drop

Signing off, she bades 'Sionara’
Promising to show the scene unseen'. m

Words Are Ailing Now

Bhupali Rani Baishya
TDC 2nd Year, Dept, of English

Let your imprisoned words
Roam about-

Say no more

Now,

My words are ailing

And are not in a state

of being roamed about
'Love" suffers from severe fever
Speaks in delirium,
Misinter pretes my honest
And sincere feelings.

'Faith’ has a headache

How can stand majestically?
Now,

'"Honor' bears

And Ugly look

How can | send then?

To the Royals! m



Empowering Dream

Ritashree Sonowal

TDC 1st year, Dept, of English

Suddenly, gloom overwhelms me
Disheartening my soul.

Only for a glance, I crave like mad
Pouring from my mind the only wish within
Disappointment, ushering my loneliness
Only for a while 1 wish,

To make myself dressed as your bride.
Sitting in front of the mirror

My eyes shut...

To feel your essence somewhere,,
Gently combing my undone hair,

In extreme vagueness, | imagine you with me
You, wiping my rolling tears,

Holding my hand, pulling me ahead
To our own-built paradise.

Lots of people, blessings pouring
Overhead the hands of the all mighty.
Prayers chanting everywhere...

My blood turning cold.

My heartbeats challenging my soul.
Aspirations running over my veins.
Thundering clouds pour down,

OH DEAR ME! All in rain

| being wet in the rain.

Surprisingly my eyes open.

No crowd, no blessings

No where are the sounds of hymns

I'm now here in the river bank,
moulding a sand castle...

rad flag on the peak.

Cherishing our togothemess.

Awaiting my long lost love.

Sweeping over my dream beyond.

I'll wait until,

My body ruins with dust.

The wind carries me to a far away land.
I shall now go home...

Let me sleep tonight

To continue my unspoken dream,

No raindrops to hinder again. m
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R esilience

Sangeeta Saikia
PGDMJ, 1st Semester

The winds howled outside and the rains came in torrents. Sapna stood on the varandah of her one
storied house that overlooked the street outside. And as she did she could feel her heart thump with some
unknown fear...

It was a crowded street in the busy hours of a Saturday afternoon. Sapna was an M.A. student of
English literature in Gauhati University. Suddenly there had come about a great change in the weather
that day. The sun had shone brightly that morning. But as she was returning by bus that evening she
noticed the change in the weather. Suddenly dark clouds had covered the sky and out of nowhere a
hailstone began. Sapna had to change her bus route at Panbazar. She got down from the bus only to find
people running helter skelter in search of shelter. Sapna too ran to seek protection, but the moment Sapna
reached the spot she heard the trigger of something... a bullet. Slowly, two,
three, four, five, six ... six bullets were fired from a pistol. Sapna turned only
to see the blood laden dead body that lay, on the wet ground. Sapna's eyes
also met those of the assailant who had fired the bullets. Sapna was
shocked. She knew this boy. She knew him very well. For a moment
Sapna was in a trance. But she soon came out of the trance when she heard
the speeding motorcycle heading towards some direction. The siren rang
and within a few seconds the police arrived. Sapna tried her level best to
flee from the scene but the police caught hold of her. She walked at a
moderate speed without raising the attention of the crowd that had gath-
ered there.

The next day the papers reported the assassination of a great political
leader of the state. Sapna kept her knowledge of the assailant a secret. She
decided to keep it a secret throughout her life. She would not share this
experience of her life with anyone, not with her best: friend Shikha nor
with her sister nor with her parents. The assailant was
none other than Samarjeet Baruah, a research scholai-
in the Department of Physics of the same institution
where she had studied. For some time
she had been attracted towards this boy
for his good nature. She had known
Samarjeet Baruah to be a good boy... studious,
intelligent, handsome with a well balanced person-
ality. In fact she had some feelings towards him
which however has not found vocal expession till
then. She could also feel the reciprocal feelings in
him for her.

Sapna wondered how Samarjeet could commit
such an act. She thought and thought but could
find no answer to it. Finally, after two months, the police
arrested Samarjeet Baruah on the charge of killing the great political leader. Newspapers reported that he
had committed the murder as an act of revenge for the attrocities committed by that leader on his inno-
cent father who had become a victim of his shrewd political tactics,

Years rolled on, Sapna was now married with a loving husband and two little kids. But even now
sometimes when the rain fell in torrents and the winds howled, the sight of Samajeet Baruah on that fatal

Saturday afternoon lingered in her mind. m
1



Where Things Go Wrong!

Himangshu Prabal Goswami
TDC 3rd year, Dept, of Chemistry

(1)
10~ June, Someyears back.

‘Now come on! Don’t pull my legs over again’, barked
Ansh as the beer flowed down his oesophagus.

'‘Oya!l We’d love nothing but to pull your hair, hands,
fingers everything for your star marks.' contradicted Paul.

'Your hfe booms you moron!... So take your lady
love and engage her quickly, or else, I swear | will do it
for you.' -added Deep.

The sound of laughter echoed through the closed cham-
bers of the bar.

‘Listen guys! Other boards consider these star maks
crap. It’s not enough. We'll rot, I tell you.'

'You go to other boards; | and Deep are going to puta
break into our studies. India needs good engineers and
doctors. We are the future.'

The three friends sat gossiping on their struggle for
existence in the fast pacing life. Their results of HS had
been out. Being a little above mediocrity, they furnished
well. But haven’t you noticed some things going wrong
here? What? You will know soon.

'Hey Ansh! High already, wake up!'

'Ha ha ha, let him dream, he and Ms Priya, a bit of
chaiyya chaiyya, he bhagwan, par kara de iski naiyya!'

'‘Shut up you two, | wanna confess something. | pro-
posed Priya six months back.'

...Forsix seconds, stillness vibrated between the walls
and... 'What? You din’t even talk to her then.". 'What!
Where! When!...'

(2)
S™December, thepreviousyear

The clouds were white and the chill penetrated the
sun’s radiation. Still the doves sat on the brink upon the
yellow twigs. The breeze carried the cologne of fallen
leaves. Student stepped over the leaves and the crisp sound
was creating a divine air of romance. It was the last day
at H S. The H S students flocked around the chemistry
professor who was to provide the details of adulteration.
The class ended but the charm the heavens smelt of did
not cease. A boy in blue and a girl in maroon were walk-
ing down the corridor and smiling.

"...the breeze had blown away your hair, and it re-
sembled a ripple effect. That was when i took notice to
you and it was a year and a half back.'

'Yet you approached me only yesterday. You smiled
whenever you saw me. There was realy in need for an
introduction. I already knew you.'

mVb.

'Priya, knowing someone is different and to know
someone more is different. Ijust don’'t wanna be another
known person to you.'

"You mean | must know you more. | don’t have any
problem. We can be friends.'

‘You see, God has made this world very beautiful.
But nothing, more a beautiful creation, then you. A year
and a half is a great time to wipe away the scene of a
girl’s graceful hair. But the memory still finds me... and
...l am sure I have fallen in love with you.'

'You barely know me still you...'

‘Look Priya, I've been told. Be friends with her, get
intimate with her and all blah blah, and then do it. But
I dint want the friendship that would be driven by a
reason called love. I consider it selfishness. I want you
to accept me as | came to you, notas | appear coming t
you.'

‘But now, it’s not the time. We’re not even of age.’

'You can take your time. | can wait. I'll wait forever.'

'‘Ansh please..." Have things gone wrong somewhere
here?

(3)
3 July, the nextyear

"You rowdy ruddy scoundrel! Where are you from

'From Tezpur.' -replied Ansh politely.

'You skinless dog! Don’t you know how to address a
senior.’

‘Sorry, senior sir.'

'Easy bigboot, he'sjusta piglet!’

'Piglets become hogs later. So nip the evil in the bui.
And you jakass, abide by the hostel freshers rules. Idor't
wanna see hair longer than my nails, wish everyone anc
come back before 5.30 in the eve. No nicotime, no alco -
hol, five hundred meters from me. Or else!' -thumping
his fists, bighoot went out.

'Rascals! -thought Ansh.

1*August, sameyear

'‘Good morning class. So how does your carbon-hy-
drogen framework fell on your first day here Anyway 1
am Dr. Lai, your organic professor.'

'‘Ruddy old man! One more lecture and I swear rny
organic body will change its hybridization.'

‘Don’t let him catch you with your smirk. I hear he is
an ill tempered fellow. Myself Ansh. You?'

‘Jai is my name. And ya! no two balled geek wiil
succeed in throwing me out.’

'‘Suppose, say he’s got three balls. Then you and ne.



both are out.' Suppressed langhter silenced between the
closed door.

'You saw the girl with long hair, the dark one.'-asked
Ansh.

"Ya. Her name is Nimisha. Gotyourgirl already? Pretty
fast.'

'Nah. Shejust appeared natural. But how do you know
her name?'

Tm Jai yaar. | remember all the girls’ names. The
old fellow made us introduce ourselves na. Ah! Bandita!
Your pink salwar and rosy lips have taken my heart away.
Then you my curlylocks Sonali Roll No. 92. Lean and
tall Priyanka. I love them. Man! This place is flocking
with over two thousand deadly species. Life here will
rock. So, out of the 21 ladies in our class, Nimisha is
yours. | get the rest. Oh! Yal!'

'‘Shut up, you ruffian. I don’t need her, you can take
her too.’

‘Nimisha! Nimisha! Nimishal...' Perhaps some things
went wrong at that moment. | never knowand Ansh never
knew either. Priya had given him an affirative answer.
So! Nimisha was out of bounds.

Some nights later, a senior came to the dining hall
and commanded the flashers to reportat the corridor sharp
at 9. Ansh never realised what had happened. It was just
too fast. But he could decipher sitting too. He too was
bashed up. Only too badly. He said that his parents never
had hit him and these shits called seniors had beaten the
hell out of him. Ansh too thought, only fault he had done
was to reveal his smoking habit. ‘Festival’, it
was a traditionally acknowledged phe-
nomenon in the college hostel. Sev-
eral more took place in the course
of being called the first year. To-
wards the end, some things wentwrvng
and never were the same again. What?
You'll know.

(4)
11 October, sameyear

'‘All these months, we
have seen these girls. They
go by our hostel. And we don’t
even get to convey our warm regards.
-said Jai.

‘Ya. | look upon the seniors with
greatjealousy. Theyjust keep teasing
and all we do is watch them or fetch
cigarettes.'-replied Ansh.

"The stuff you are talking about
is a dying art. It takes time to learn.
You see the girls don’t mind. They
actually smile.-added Krishna, who
had become intimate wit Ansh and
Jai.

'‘Atchal I'd rather play with the football, than watch
some pairs of golf balls or deuce ballsjumping and bounc-
ing up and down every time we make a pass.' -retorted
Subha who did'tenjoy the feminine character much. Its
not that he disliked them. He despised them.

Some months later, nextyear

The smoke puffdiffused in the atmosphere as a hoard
of outcry, like jackal howHng reverberated through the
space.

'O sweetie, your hair is not combed. Let me do it
you.'

'Hey pretty lady. What's your name?'

'‘Pull your friend into your umbrella too. Or she will
be sun burnt.’

‘Two flowers, one gardener! Bahut na insafi hai.'

'Eta sati, data hati!

Perhaps seniority had given the friends a new aro-
matic world of freedom. But here too, perhaps Ansh
thought, something might have gone wrong (I think oth-
erwise.). Ansh loved the expressions the girls made when
they used to take a mickey out of them. He even loved it
more when he applied these to Priya via phone (she was
far away and they rarely met. Priya. like all other typical
Assamese girls took shyness as her veil. And Ansh just
loved her for everything.

11" February, sameyear

‘Hi swthrt! wazzup. stdyn? wz jst misin u:- lov u.’
went the SMS from Ansh to Priya.

‘hi dr! ya m stdyn.’ came the reply.

‘hey! iz smthn wmg. tell me.” Ansh could make it

from the short reply.
‘No. m f9. jst dstrbd. dnt wory.’
‘Luk dr.m thr na. It me hip u.’
‘U cnt. Coz urthr. n ur more
of a lover thn fm. so hw Lu?’
‘Of coz im ur fm n lover, jst
try me my dr.’
‘Ithnk we btr ptnend2d love
n stay fms.’
‘So u mean ,y love dies 4
fmshp?’
‘Dnttk medgmtd. Yau cn thnk
dat.’
‘Ok bt ull continue2luv me. n
fmsshp 1Lb primry.’
‘Nt a gud idea. Lts 4gt luv 4 d
momnt.’

‘Ok my dr. u ve askd me smthng4d
1st tym n | wnt refus. we go
fms:-’

Ansh felt as if he was a
lighting struck tower. What he
felt was a bolt from the blue.
He dint even know how it



happened. He pinched himself. This was for real. He
checked his eyes and cheeks, there were tears. He was
crying and he was crying hell. (Boys too weep because
they too possess emotions, sometimes stronger than the
feminine.)

‘Did you ask her why?’ I mean is there any particular
reason for why she did that?’-said Krishna.

‘No, I dintask, I will never ask. What'’s the use? It’s
the price | am paying for loving someone more passion-
ately than required’, argued Ansh.

‘Shit yaar. | told you. Don't trust these girls. Defi-
nitely she’s got someone there to satisfy her needs. Bitter
truth man! Acceptit.’ commented Subha.

‘Yo sonnie! There are always more girls than you can
see. Nimisha is clear. Don't let the past get you. Go get
herinstead.’ barked Jai.

Now this created an imbroglio. Ansh wasted ( | use
the world wasted, ‘coz | think so. Ansh considered it
usage, studying hard and trying to forget Priya) the year
drooling and dreaming about Priya but becoming friends
with her. But love’s labour is never lost. He made an
excellent friend. Guess who? Nimisha. And some months
later, they got engaged and soon Priya was forgotten.
Now you people are on the right track. Surely, some things
had gone wrong here. Don’t worry your answer to this
query isperfectly correct.

(5)
107 June, the very nextyear

Ansh, Krishna, Jai, Subha and lots other were drunk.
They had become graduates with flying colours. Their life
had now a new dawn. They sang, they ate, they laughed,
they hiccoughed, they smoked and they danced and cried
together too. The party changed colour when Jai suddenly
marched out. Fearing he might do something bad (they
had a row with some other guys some days back), they
followed suit only to find Jai standing in front of their
college founder’s statue. He was shouting to the statue.

“Every year two thousand girls come to your college.
In my three year career here. I have seen 2000 x 3 =6000
girls. One girl wears one salwar and one dupatta, 60(X)
salwars and 6000 dupatta. Of these 12000, you dint let
me buy anyone, and gift it to anyone from those 6000.1
could have promised, I would love that girl till the end
oftimes, you shitofa founder”, and he drained the statue
with urea.

This has got nothing to do with the story. I just felt
like sharing this thought. (‘Coz it had been real) Nothing
went wrong. All that had to b<i, already had.

PRE-EPILOGUE

So, as the wings oftime beat away, all the four friends
got settled somewhere. Deep and Paul too became doctor
and engineer. Ansh and Nimisha got married with great
grandeur, and they had a daughter too, Anu, who even
went to school, but that is another story. This story comes
to an end. But where are the answers. Let Ansh give them
himself.

]

19" January, some 15years after that

Ansh set on his sofa reading newspaper as Nimisha
brought him tea. He sat reading the article upon which
the selection results were declared, some new construc-
tion ofa college etc. Pictures of various scenario floated
into his mind of what he had done in his college. It was
his autumn of life and he sat ruminating.

‘It was wrong of me to start drinking and smoking a
so an early stage. | should have checked myself ther..
Lucky! Nimisha putan end to those habits." as he watched
her taking the teapot away.

‘Nimisha would have been happier, had | not been
involved with Priya. | should not had let myself fall into
the traps of foolish shorttime affairs.' he caught Nimisha’s
eye and looked away. He turned the page overand read a
headline, ‘student expelled for ragging.’

'Nonsense! Ragging makes us tough. It helps to adapt
ourselves in hard circumstances. Although aggressive
manhandling should be stopped.' thought Ansh as he read
another headline ‘eve-teasersheld’.

‘Damn those idiots! | too did that in my hostel, but
that was not abusive. Perhaps I was wrong.'

Nimisha took the tea cups away. Ansh thought look-
ing at her, 'l have got a lovely wife and right love. | did
not make any wrong move by approaching her. She stood
by me even though she had known about Priya." as he sat
brooding, the newspaper was snatched from his hands.

'My dear, all you care about is the news. Its Anu’s
firstday in high school. I think you better go and see her
off. And don’t forget to talk to her class-teacher.'

Ansh smiled as he unlocked the door ofhis Ford lkon.
He called for his daughter Anu and headed for her new
high school. He escorted her to her class. He saw the
class teacher. She was a lady and her hair looked oddly
famihar. Ansh called out, 'Excuse me Ma’am!'

The teacher turned and there was a siletice of about
twenty-five seconds...

(6)

'Priya’ -cried Ansh in shock.

'‘Ansh' -she replied calmly. 'So that’s your daughter.
She’sgotyoureyes, the face must have gone to Jier moth-
ers.'-she added.

'Yes, I have been told. So you teach here. But I haven’t
seen you around since quite a time.'

'I've just been transferred here. I moved here only
uesterday. N yes it's been eighteen years, seven months
and 9 days. So where’s your wife?'

'‘She didn’t come. So, what does your husband do?'

Priya smiled. I guess she was preparing this answer
since a long time, 'l didn't marry.'

The eyes that were till now so lovingly watching his
long lost love suddenly were dismay struck.

'l had promised you, if it would not be you, it won’t
be anyone else.' she added. The sun was seen reflected
upon a tiny drop upon the once so brown, pretty and
electrifying eyes.

Some things go wrong unknowingly. m



Journey of Discovery

From many days | had been hearing from my
father that we would be visiting Presidancy Jail at
Alipore in Kolkata, where numerous freedom
fighters like Sri Aurobindo, C. R. Das, Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose etc. striving for freedom
were made eapitivated by the cruel British govern-
ment. And the day arrived with its ever-lasting
flavour, on our way to Guwahati from Bangalore,
on 15th August, 2004.

15th August is not only the Independence Day
of India but also the birthday of Sri Aurobindo.
Trudy speaking there cannot be one identity of
him, each of his luminous personalities e.g. poet,
seer, yogi, freedom fighter call for a fuli-flcdged
biography on its own.

So, our visit to Koikata on 15th August turned
to be a fortunate while of my life which after long
last of the summer day occasioned within me the
urge to designate it as the remarkable day of my
life.

In 1908 Sri Aurobindo was nircsted in the
Alipore Conspiracy case as implicated by the
doings of the revolutionary group led by his
brother Barindra. During his one-year under trial
detention in jail he spent most of his time in the
practice of yoga. This was the time when he had
series of decisive spiritual experiences, which
changed the course of his life. Though British
government wanted to give him extreme punish-
ment in six-decrees cell but they failed to create
any impact on him. Becausc the thick headed

1

W hen

the Jail

turns
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Ankita Chakraborty
H S 2nd year (Arts)

British administrator did no know that, “Pain is
the hand of Nature sculpturing men to greatness,”
as, mentioned by Sri Aurobindo in his epic
‘Savitri*. Rabindranath Tagore said rightly during
his previous prison time-

‘The fiery messenger that with the lamp of God

Hath come- where is the king who can with
chain or rod

Chastise him? chains that were to bind salute
his feet,

And prisons greet him as their guest with
welcome sweet...'

With lots of expectation of my dreams to visit
Presidency jail, ‘shrine’ as mentined by Sri
Aurobindo himself, we reached the place after
journeying for a short time. After we reached our
destination we were surprised to sec a queue of
about 400 people. For our entrance to the main
compound we had to undergo several official
formalities. After the phase of deep dejection was
overcome we entered the compound. Since then
our feeling of hopelessness to meet our turn
started fading olT. Then we went on proceeding
till we reached the cell of Sri Aurobindo, Here in
this context | want to quote the writings on him
engraved on the wall of the ceil. It rcad.s- 'In this
Hallowed ccll Sri Aurobindo lived about a year
(1908-1909) as a prisoner for freedom's cause,
meditated and had his Divine darshan.'

In my turn inside the ccll | was subjected to a
sort of immense regret, as my idea of such a cell



with most inhospitable environment was
bounded with my imagination; but to realize and
feel was some thing different. In the cell .
portrait of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother, the
spiritual collaborator of the former was enriched
with floral decoration. His solitary cell w\s very
small and dingy. It measured about nine eet by
five feet. It had no windows and ventilators
except the strong iron bars that stood in Iront. In

hushed to silence, long after this turmoil, this
agitation ceases, long after he is dead and gone,
he will be looked upon as the poet of patriotism,
as the prophet of nationalism and the lover of
humanity. Long after he is dead and gone his
words will be echoed and re-echoed not only in
India, but across distant seas and lands, therefore
| say that the man in his position is not only
standing before the bar of this court but before

the cell he had a plate and a
bowl. He used the bowl for
having soup, bathing, drink-
ing, washing etc. He says,
“Such an all-purpose price-
less object can be had in a
British prison. Serving in all
my worldly needs the bowl
became an aid in my spiri-:ual
discipline too.” But as this
touching statement is too far
to be acquired by our mind, it
appears absured to our
ordinary mind that a bowl
should help in spirituality.
About his one-year prison life
Sri Aurobindo himself said. 'l
have spoken of a year’s
imprisonment. It would have
been more appropriate to

...After we visited the cell we
took a .round in the campus,
there we saw some convicts
standing within a lim it of
boumdary to see iis while
some playing football on a
small fleld along a small
pond~~In the meantime our
turn to e»t approached and
werm e out from the jail
compmmd. Then 1 thought
itis the Presidencyjail,
where mimerous martyrs
saci™ii™ theirlife forthe

freedom of our country...

the bar of the High court of
History.” And yes, truely this
only became the truth of the
future.

The Niagra of creativity Sri
Aurobindo was not like other
men. The heroic fighter of the
first decadc of the twentieth
century had become by a
mysterious process of spiri-
tual alchemy, the Rishi of the
future India. He had become
‘country’s friend, voice
incarnate, free, of India’s
soul." In the year 1938 after
visiting the Pondicherry
Ashram Rabindranath Tagore
wrote- 'Years ago | saw
Aurobindo in the atmosphere
of his early heroic youth and I

speak of a year's living in an
ashram or a hermitage. The only result of the
wrath of the British government w'as that | found
God." No one knew that the cell would only be the
womb of the greatest philosophical treat, the 'The
life Divine’, probably the greatest epic in :he
English language ‘Savitri’ and many such worth
mentioning books. Wc¢ all one by one paid our
homage to them and came out to the bust, which
was in front of the cell, there we fumigated with
incense and again paid our homage to him. When
I was saluting the bust of Sri Aurobindo in folded
hands 1 recalled the voice of Chitta Ranjaa Das.
the counsel of Sri Aurobindo who ended iiis
moving peroration in the prosecution case against
the former in the Kolkata High Court as follows :
"..A man like this who is being charged with
the offence imputed to him stands not only
before the bar in this Cou.l but stands before the
bar of the High Court of History and my appeal
to you is this ; That long after the controversy is

sang to him, ‘Aurobindo
accept the salutations from Rabindranath.” Today
I saw him in a deeper atmosphere of reticent
richness of wisdom and again sang to him in
silence, ‘Aurobindo, accept the salutation from
Rabindranath.'

After we visited the cell we took a round in
the campus, there we saw some convicts stand-
ing within a limit of boundary to see us while
some playing football on a small field along a
small pond. In the meantime our turn to exit
approached and we came out from the jail
compound. Then 1 thought it is the Presidency
jail, where numerous martyrs sacrificed their life
for the freedom of our country and Sri
Aurobindo acquired the Divine power to aw'ake
the mortal world from the gloomy ecliptical
darkness so that the-

'Earth must transform herself and equal
Heaven Or Heaven descend into earth’a mortal
state' -is only a holy place for pilgrimage. m
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Secretary, Debates & Symposia Section

Ab inilio, I dTer mv salutations toall and sundi”* on and of Cotton College. With my
head held to the gjxigee | can proudly claim thet the Cotton College Debates and
Symposia section had unraveled the tormbs of the glorious pest and attained an undis-
puted carte blanche throughout tre year. (Although within the college this feature wes
zilch). 7hisis a,shame and disgrace in the nae of Cotton College thet few Cottonians

stand up toshow their talents in the college week. So | request the entire Cottonians to
develope an urge to strive for excellence not only in the field of education but the

intellectual co-curricula to boot. But as awhole the hand picked Cottonians who pos-
sessed this denterity made amark ubiquitously. Some of the honor-rall are-

1. Gauhati Commerce College Debate Competition-

Runner up team- Divyalina Bhuyan and Kakali Talukdar.

2. ‘Alfaaz’ Tre IIT literary fest.-

Best Debating team+ Sabrina Igal Sircir and Himangshu Prabal Goswami.

3. Pyrokinesis AEC-

Best Debating Team+ Barun Purkayastha and Himangshu Prabal Goswami.

4. GMCH Synchisis-

Best Debating Team- Barun Purkayastha and Himengshu Pralal Goswami.

5. Best Quizzing team Forensic Science Lab., Assam- Kesab A. Pegu, Bidyut Bikash Saikia,
Himangshu Prabal Goswami.

6. Representing the National level “Youth and Democracy Programme’ organised by St. Anthony’s
College, Shillong.

The Teamwas initiated by Dr. Ratul Rajkhowa and e and toured by Prof Prarag Dutta. The
following students hed participated- Pulin Bhuyan, Manash J. Gohain, Adarsh Sinha, Divyalina
Bhuyan.

7. National level Debate organised by Indian Chartered Accountancy, Nanrata Dutta emerged as
the State ievd Best Dchator.

In the College Week-2008 the following competition were won by-
1) Debate Competition

P'- Mousumi Handique

2"~ Barun Purakayastha

3"'-Utpal Bharali

2) Quiz

P - Kesab A Pegu and Bidyut Bikash Saikia

2nd - Siquediu’ Anianul Hesan and Adarsh Sinha

(The quiz wes conducted by Dipank~irKaushik of The Times of India who came upon invitation)
3) Turn Coat Debate

P'- Barun Purakayastha

2"\~ Anitira Sen

37~ Shyamaljit Kachan

4) Elogution

P'- Swargj Phukan

2" - Jahnu Bharadwej



The 28> National Level MCB Debate was also conducted on the 8* of Septermber, 2008. Although the
investrments and funds were low during the course of the debate the event was a success. Itwas chaired by
Dr. Hameed-ud-din Ahmed, member cf Oxford Debating Society. The prize money was provided by Dr.
Himania Biswa Sarma (towhom | am ‘"orever grateful). In the Debate, Cotton College and St. Edmund's
College, Shillong won tre 1" and 2™ prize. 1 would like to thank our principle Dr. | K Bhattacharyya, Dr.
B C Kalita and Dilip Gogoi for guiding nme during the event, Last but not the least, | thank my nates of
SNBC hostel, boarders of NBD Girls' Hostel and all my friends who helped ne during MCB Debate
2008.1 also thank Jayanta Kalita, Kishanu Hazcirika, Subrat Borah and Tapash Saikia who aided a lot to
bring the MCB Debate 2008 Souvenir into existence. To conclude let us all remeraber-

The difficult we do immediately, the impossible takes a httle longer.’

Himanj;shu P~abal Goswami
0 o O

Secretery, Cultural Section

At tre very beginning, | would like to thank Almighty for giving e the opportunity
tobecome the cultural secretary' of Cotton College Union Society for the session 2007-
08. It's 3fulfillment of dream

After assuming the responsibility of cultural secy, firstly, | tried to organise the
competitions of my section during ihe college week successfully. It wes the first work
as a secretary. After the college week my next work wes to organise the function of
our college to represent at the Book Fair. Hriday Da helped me alot. then, | led our
college in the youth festival organised by Guwehati University. Though, we couldn't
get any position but many prizes were won.

Organising the 3rd All Assam inter college one Act play competition was a great challenge for me. By
overcoming many obstacles, 1, with the help of other members of CCUS organised it from 22nd -23rd
Aug’, 08. The participating colleges were a few. Mangaldoi College walked out as winners. Bapuji col-
lege, Sarthebari became the Lst runners up  hereas Kaliabor College becane the 2nd runners up

Besides all these, 1also took part in organising the cultural functions of college week, college freshers,
foundation day anda special programme durng UGC teamvisit.

I would like to thank our principal Dr. | K Bhattacharyya Sir, Dr. Satyendra Kr. Choudhury Sir, Dr.
Bhaben Kalita Sir, Dr. Suresh Bora Sir, Dr. Tillutoma Baruah Madam and Dr. Arup Hazarika Sir.

Lastly, 1 would hke to thank Anjan, Akhim, Rajib, Devraj, Banjit, Prithivi. Jintuda and all the other
boarders of S M H Hostel for helping e, 1 would also hke to thank Hridayda, Muninda, Swarajda,
Francisda, Kurmbangda, Utpalda, Kakali and lo Chinu.

Results oi College Week-2007 ;

(1) Bihu Husori

1S Priz/ - Swaliid Mozammil Hagque hostel

2nd Prize - Seeta Nath Brahma Choudhury Hostel

3rd Prize - Krishna Kanta Handique (PG) Hostel.

(2) Zeng Bihu

Ist Prize - Padmeshree Nalini Bala Devi Gir.'s' Hostel

2nd Prize - Swahid Kanak Lata Girls' Hostel

3rd Prize - Bidya Private Girl’s Hostel



(3) Mono-Act:-

Isl Prize -Anindita Dcka

2nd Prize -Padmaja Hazarika

3rd Prize - Jyotsna Begum

(4) One- Act Play

Ist Prize - Swahid Mozammil Hague Hostel
(Drama - Ahiok Raiz Ahok)

2nd Prize -Rajani Kania Bordoloi Hostel
(Drama - Ward No. 101)

3rd Prize - Padmeshrce Nalini Bala Devi Girls' Hostel
(Drama - Abarjang)

Best Actor - Jintumoni Des
(Drarma - Ahok Raiz Ahok)

Best Actress - Anrita Sharma
(Drama - Ahok Raiz Ahok)

Best Supporting Actor - Pragyan Bhiiyan
(Drama - Ward No. 101)

Best Supporting Actrss - Bidisha Bezbaruah
(Drama - Waid No. 1011

Best Director - Jintumoni Das
(Drama - Ahok Raiz Ahok)

(5) Solo Modern Dance

Ist Prize - Kaberi Rongpipi

2nd Prize - Sunny Deuri

3rd Prize - Sammujjal Borah

Consolation - Lopamudra Kashyap.

(6) Solo Classical Dance

Lst Prize - Rimjhim Des.

(7) Group Dance

Ist Prize - Swahid Kanak Lata Girls' Hostel

2nd Prize - Padmashree Nalini Bala Devi Girls' Hostel

3rd Prize - Rajabala Private Girls' Hostel.

(8 Cultural Procession

Ist Prize - Padmeshree Nalini Bala Devi Girls' Hostel.

2nd Prize * Mahendra Nath Dcka Phukan Hostel

3rd Prize - Krishna Kanta Handique (PG) Hostel.

(9 GoAs You Like;-

Ist Prize - Pervez Aziz

Long Live Cotton College.

Prasanta Das



Secretary, M usic Section

At tre very outset | would Jike topay my heaitl'ul gratitude toall Cottonians and my
hostc] males of SNB(" hostal I'ar their invaluable support and cooperation thet gave e
the couragc and zeal lo performmy duties actively during my tenure, | would also like
tothank my Prof. incharge for his support and guidance inevery respect. My services
to the college wes rot only limited to my section only, | was also associated with a
member of other programimes for example, 1was the Vice-President of the Fateha-e-
Doaz-Daliam Celebration Committee.

Various Prognimmes of Music Section held during my tenure.

0] Participating in Branch, State and National level Competitions :
lege stood first in the Hindi and Sanskrt chorus conpetition of Bharat Vikash Parishad and thus we got the
chance to participate in the State level competition of the sane, where also we stood first and thus got
chance to participate ¥i the National level. At thet tine | wes out of office because our tenure ended, but
still 1 lead the chorus tcani of our college to piirticipeate at the National level for\\ hich I would like to thank
the present General Secretary Jayanta Kalita. At the National level competition, which wes held in
Bhubaneshwar, Orissa, our team got a good response of the audience . For this | would like to thank all
members of the team whaose names are- (i) Arkaja Bharadway, (i) Jeshmeeta Sarme. (i) Juthika Barman,
(iv) Jyotismita Des, (v) Mousumi Borah, (vi)Mnnalini Medhi, (vii) Nabamaliika Bhagawati, (viii) Smita
Kalita, (ix) Ushma Des.

(2) Problem of accompanists: During the College week many versatile singers fail toperformin tre
events of Music section because of high rates of remmuneration. Therefore, this year | provided the accom-
panists from college side, so thet we can get the best singers, who are unable to participate otherwise.

(3) Bishnu Pra.sad Rabha Sciig Competition : W& also represented our College in the state level
Bishnu Prasad Rabha Song Competition held at Srimanta Sankardeva Kalakshetra, Panjabari.

(4) Inter-College Youth Festival: Like the preceeding yeai; this year also Inter-College Youth Festival
wes held at the Guwahati Unive -sity, where we stood second best participating group among all. e
piirticipated inall ihe events of masic section andgot prizes almost in all the everts,

(5) College Week : The total nurmber of events in college week wes sixteen. The accompanists were
paid fromthe college side, due towhich a large number of students participated and as such we got a large
nuber of singers and instrumentalists, this becomes clear fromthe results of the events as a large number
of pai'ticipants got prizes. Infact therewas also a problemin selecting the best singer, which wes ultimately
bestowed upon Sikha Bordoloi.

(6) Performance in Book fair: Qur College got invitation to performin the Book fair held at Chanmari
Engineering Institute field. \WWhich was very much liked by the people present there.

Besides these | also actively onganised a nurmer of other cultural programmes thet were held fromtimie
lo ting, like in the College Week, Freshimen Social, MCB Debate Competition, during the UGC teans
visit to our coiiege etc. Thus, during my tenure | fully used my power as Music Secretary to make our
college poweriul and sound in all fields of music. Inthe end 1 would like lo thank Jayanta Sarme, Swarg)
Phukan. Trinayan Sarmg, Badan >lazarikaand all hostel boarders of SNBC hostel for their invaluable help

tone
Long Live Cottoniars.

Long Live the Cotton Co'lege.
Dwijabrat Sharmah



Secretary,

G eneral Sports Section

At ihc very out st 1 would like to pay my heaiiful gratitude to all my Cottonian
friends and especially to SMH hostel boys who have considered e eligible to e in
the union society to serve Cotton College.

1would like to thank my prof. in-charge Dr. Pradip Sharma sir, who guided e in
our Annual College week. At last 1 whish once again my heartful thank and gratitude to

all the mermbers of Cotton family.

List of winners in various conmpetitions held during Annual College week is given

below-

A) SHOTPUT (GIRLS)

1) Snigdha Borthakur
2) Chimpi Bhuyan

3) Jharna Buragohain.
SHOTPUT (BOYS)

1) Nehru Pegu

2) BrojaGopal Saha

3) Smmadwm Brahma
B) DISCUS (GIRLS)

1) Sumi Des

2) Jharna Buragohain
3) Sonia

C) JAVELIN (GIRLS)
1) Plabita Des

2) Jharna Buragohain
3) DiptisikhaNath
JAVELIN (BOVS)

1) Swier Basumataiy
2) Rajib Deoh

3) Lekhan Dolcy

D) LONG JUMP (GIRLS)

1) Mridusmita Talukdar
2) Sonia

3) Plabita Das
LONG JUMP (BOYS)
1) Surgj Mili

2) Kailash Chanmuah

3) Lekhan Dolcy

E) 200 Meter Race (BOYS)
1) Lekhan Doley

2) Ankur

3) Miirtin

200 Meter Race (GIRLS)
(1) Mridusmita Talukdar
(2) Rana Medhi
(3) UrmilaBaruah
(F) 100 Meter Race (BOYS)
(0} Suraj Miii
(2) Lekhan Doley
(3) Sofiqul Islam
100 Meter Race (GIRLS)
(1) Mridusmita Talukdar
(2) Plabita Des
(3) Jharna Buragohain
(G) 400 Meter Race (GIRLS)
(1) Mridusmita Talukdar
(2) Urmila Baruah
(3) Karali Lego
400 Meter Race (BOYYS)
(1) Suraj Mili
(2) Kailash Charmuah
(3) Dipjyoli Pegu
BOYS ATHLETICS CHAMPION : Surgj Mili
GIRLS ATHLETICS CHAMPION : Mridusmita
Talukdar
(HKABADDI
GJRLS ; (1) GIRLS CHAMPION- N B D GIRLS
HOSTEL
(2 RUNNER-UP - S K L GIRLS HOSTEL
BOYS : (1) BOYS CHAMPION- SMH HOS-
TEL
(2 BOYS RUNNER-UP- M N D P HOSTEL
Thanking You.
Dhaneswar Doiey



Secretery, Ladies Common Room

A VOTE OF THANKS...

GctUng clearance csrlificates from respective departments, fetching asupporter anda
proposer, library clearances, a good markshect without a back is all thet is required to
contest theCC U S palls. Directly or indirectly, as such, many of themget involved in
the process of election along with the candidate, And amongst the lot, whaose support
and teamspirit, | think is worthmentioning inmy case are - all my friends of Geology
Departrrent, boarde 's of Bidya Girls' private hostel, MNDP, SMH, KKH and SNBC
hostel. | thank all of themfor extending all passible help.
Besides | would ike to confer my sincere gratitude to prof. In-charge Akunthita
Borthakur and also Dihp Gogoi sir for providing the best possible help during tre
college week. Apart from thet I'd ever e indebted to our respected Principal, Dr | K Bhattacharyya ad
Vice-Principal Nandita Bhattachrjee for their guidance and help in proper execution of ny secretarial
outies.
SECRETARIAL REPORT

Within the short span of my tenure, | tried to accomplish all thet | had in my mind, although | could
complete only a part of it For instance, ihe metter of getting an aquagaurd fitted in the conmon room,
rejuvenating the water supply system of the common room had still been kept only inblack and white.

"WElI begun is halfdone'. | believe, So 1 leave the rest unto my successor confering her my best regards.

During college week-'07,1 organised ihe Bridal competition, Table lennis, Carrom, Chess and Salad
conpetition.

Tht results of the aforesaid competitions are as follows-

. Bridal Competition : 1st-Garima Gogoi, 2nd -Mausumi Roy & H_uptaBoro, 3rd-Bhupali Kashyap.

[1. Table Tennis : Winner: Prerana Mazunder, Runner up : Mridusmita Borah.

[11. Carrom : Singles : Winner; Beauty Borah, Runner up : Puspanjali Khound

Doubles : Winner: Samyana Begum & Diptisikha Neth. Runners-up : Polymani Des & MeirinaSingha.

IV. Chess : Winner : Bandana Chowdhury, Runner-up : Pranami Des

V. Salad Competition : Ist: Banashn Mech, 2nd: Sumi Des & Roje Sona Brahma, 3rd : Dolimoni
Bhattacharya.

Apart fromthe rested secretarial duties, | visited a remote village near Deeporbeel area, along withthe
social ser\ice secretary its representatives cf the C C U S team with the Cotton College wormens' forumfor
the purpose of giving U G C-aid to a school run by an Alunni of Cotton College.

Lastly, being called up to the dias, getting admited, graduating in 3 years, being analunmi, is ametter of
great pride. So let’s take the pride in saying, 'Once a Cottonian... always a Cottonian.

Long live Cotton College.

Mridusmita Borah



Secretery, M inor G ames Section

At the very outset, | soicrnjy thetik all the Cottonians for their love and support
which they gave to e throughoul my entire session. It was great honour being apart
of the C C USS for running the events related to minor ganres. | would like to thank all
the baoarders of Cotton College hostels, .specially the boarders of A R B hostel for their
efforts without which organising my events would not have possible. 1 amalso ex-
tremely grateful to my Prof, incharge Dr. Mongj Hazarika sir for his guidance. Re-
garding the minor games held in the College woek-2007-0H, SNBC hostel were the
winners and RKB were the runner-up in the volleyball competiiion. In baskettoall
SMH hostel camc up as winners and ARB hostel were runner-up. Dhaneswar Doley

was placed as the best basketiall player. All the events were very peacefuly conducted. The players have
shown they great potential within thenselves which 1 liked the most. And | hope thet the sports scenerio of
Cotton College will improve more and nore as tine passes by.

Thanking you.

Vishal Keniprai

Secretary, Rowing, Swimming and G ymmnasium

At the very beginning i convey my sincere thanks to all my Cottonian friends and

especially to my hostel boarders of SNBC Hostel for electing e as the secretary of
Swimaiing, Rowing and Gymnasium Section for the year 2007-08.1 would also like
to convey my heartful gratitude to my Prof. incharge Dr. iManoranjan Borgohain,
hostel Spdtt. Prof. Rashad-Ul-Islam, physical instructor of our College Kulen Des,
some ex-Cottonians and all my hostel boarders for their kind help and guidance dur-

ing my lenure.

List of winners in various competitions under my section held during the College week

vawinming : 50 meter Free style 2~ Gitu Barman

1" - Sudipta Dipak Baruah - Kishore Rajbongshi
2" Gliu Barman 50 meter. Breast stroke
3¥- Kishore Rajbongshi 1" - Sudipta Dipak Baruah
50 M eter. Hack stroke 2" Gitu Barman

1" - Sudipta Dipak Baruah 3"~ Kishore Rejbonghi



50 meter Butterfly
) - Suclipta Dipak Baruah
2" ~Gitu Bannan
3*“ - Anjanjyoli Barman
100 meter Individual medy
1" - Sudipta Dipak Bariuih
T"N- Gitu Baml.an

- Ajil Sarkar
Best swimmer of the year : Sudipta Dipak Baruah
Hower lifting : Beiow 67 kgs

- Mujahid Shih Alam
2*A- Aniruddha Kumar Bodo. Jayanta Kalita
3" - Ratut Chandra Boro
Above 67 kgs
I*“ Braja Gopal Saha
2" - Nehru Pegu
3" - Raktini Bora
Strong man of the year : Braja Gopal Saha
Arm Wrestling (Boys): Beiow 55 kgs

- Chandan Rajkhowa
2 - Rahul Gogoi
56 t0 65 Kgs :
1" - Mangj Dihingia
2i*- Muzahid Shah Alam
Above 65 Kkgs :

- Nehru Pegu
2"\ Gautam Korwer
Champion of Champion :

- Chandan Rajkhowa
2" - Kehru Pegu
Arm Wrestling (Girls): Below 60 kgs
1 -Karati Lego
2 - Ritu Rai
Above 60 kgs :
1" -Simpi Bhuyan
2" -Rijunana Sultana .'ia/iuika
Roys Body Building Competition (Mr. Cotton)
P' - Chandan Rajkhow i
22~ Aniruddha Kurmar Bodo
3" Lakshmi Prasad Des.

Thanking You
Utpal Thakuria



Secretery, Cricket Section

It is a great honour i'or me thet | amgiven the opponunity to write in my college

megazine, 1would tike lo thank all the CoUonians for their support and the faith which

they shoned in ne. 1 would like lo thank my Prof. incharge Dr. Madhurjyajyoti

Chakrabaily sir for his guidance and help through my session. Iwould like tothank all

the boarders of Cotton College hostels for their kind co-operation. | would specially

like to thank all my friends of ARB hostel and my juniors, who were like my own

brothers. The cricket conmpetition of college week 2007-08 wes held at G U play-

ground at Jalukbari. K K H hostel emerged winners while M N D P hostel carme as

runner-up. Regarding individual performances Hermanta Gogoi was declared men of

the final match, Sandip Thakur wes adjusted man of the series. Mridul Duttawes given the best bowler of

the scries anard. While concluding 1 would like to say thet there imc lots of good cricket players inour

college and if they arc provided with good expasure they can really do well. Vishing every success of
Cotton College.
Thank you

Abhilash Choudhury

Secretery, Tennis Section

At the very beginning | convey ny sincere thanks to al! my Cottonian friends ad
especially to my hostel boarders of SN B C Hostel for electing e as the secretary of
Tennis section for the year 2007-08.1 would also like to convey my heartful gratitude
tomy Prof. incharge Dr. Sudipta Nandi, hostel superintendent Prof. Rashad-Ul Islam
for their kind help and guidance during my tenure.

List of winners in various competitions under my section held during the
college week

1. TABLE TLNNLS CHAMPION (MEN SINGLES) : Bidyui Bikash Baruah,
Runner-up : Mukut S. Korwar.

2. TENNIS CHAMPION (IVEN OOLIBLESI : Kishanu Heziirika, Jayanta Kalita.
Runners-up : Ujjal Protim Dutta, Gaurav Baruah.

Thanking you all.

Subrat Borah
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Secretery™” Hockey Section

I*irstof al 1would like lo say tret | amvery much previieged to be amember of CC
U S as Hockey Secretary of Cotton College. V/hich hes served the nationfor over last
100 years by providing man meking education to the students. It was nice experience
tobe Hockey Secrclan and conducting matches which will leave impact iny life. |
would like lo thank ihe captains of all hostel teinis for co-operating with me during the
nlatches cspecia'ly lo my friends and seniors and my Prof. incharge Dr. Shantanu
Chakraborty sir for helping and advising me during and before the matches, All teans
played hockey withjeal but S N B C and MN D P hostel reached final. Final metch
was tie-breaking match in which SN B C hostel won by defeating MN D P hostel.

Thanking you.

Ravi Rai
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Nitul Khatoniar
1st position

Samarjit Sarma
4th position

Nabangkur Barman
8th position

Sudipta Dipak Baruah Gauranga Dutta
2nd position 3rd position
Kongkon Kalita Jesidul Islam Sarkar
5th position 7th position
Violina Borah Nilamoni Borah Darshana Borah

9th pos.ition IOth position loth position



EXCELLENCE IN THE MAKING

Swaraj Phukan Amrita Sarma
Best Literary man, Best actress
Best Editor, Youth Festival
GU 2006-07
Himangshu Prabal Barun Purkayastha HimaniSaikia
Goswami Best Debater

Best Debating team, Synchisis - OS, GMC
Pyroklnesis - 08, AEG

Bandana Choudhury Krishanu Hazarika
Chess Champion Tennis Champion

Chandan Rajkhowa Enajori Medhi
Mr. Cotton Badminton Champion

Dhaneswar Doley
Best Basket ball player

Hemanta Gogoi
Best Cricketer

Pragyan Bhuyan
Best supporting actor

Jintu Moni Das
Best Actor, Best Director

Mridusmita Talukdai
Best Athlete & Runner

Bidyut Bikash Baruaf
Table Tennis Champion



Splash of colours



