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A man can die for another”s life work™ but

if he goes on living he must live for his own.
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(Pretenders - Henrik Ihsen)
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I believe that pure thought is competent enough to comprehend the world”
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- Albert Einstein
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INit™Mfe— "'l read the article. Itis not necessary for a paper like this to have any fore-
word or introduction. Itis well written and will be useful.” (April 6,1961).

RS — "The idea ofinhabiting the planets should not be
dismissed as a mere dream. Many things were dreams in the begimmg, butall o fthem
have become facts within a few centuries...” — "The
reader will see how prophetic Sri Roychowdhury was when he penned through these
gems ofthoughts in a pamphlet that he wrote in Assamese in 1914 and published in
1916 when the First Great War was in motion and the writer himselfhad witnessed the
colossal tragedy. The idea ofaspace man going into the outer space and returning to
earth unharmedwas then just an idea which hiight be accepted as an idea by the imagi-
native mind but could hardly be conceived as being capable o fbeing transformed into
reality. A seer imbued with prophetic vision could only do so. (Atma Vikash Bhavan,
Gaubhati, Assam),"’
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Not only the title, but the plan and a good deal ofthe incidental symbolism ofthe poem were suggested
by miss jessie L. Weston's book on the grail legend: From ritual to romance (Cambridge).
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Arabic Poem

CUdjil 4a-"

(Farid Uddin Ahmed)-

Ly 2AT WA
I Ci3j J( Maj
t A fiLl

U0 di3jjl Al dliig

! LAl
ljji duudl &Zispil jjj

2 iidsunij 3 fju

Jjlj 3 sil)
4ji™™ Al

CJjidb < aln ANIE- pijul3
ljbr ) 1 I

Lojtj 47 (ji P i—

005} / 90

(Translation of the Arabic Poem entitled *m aiul Waqt)

vaJua\>J»™ tifog
Fariduddin Ahmed*
Oh the Youth!
You icnow time very much valuable.
Why do you ignore it ?

So, you should pass it appropriately.

Oh the youth i
The past time never returns

Why are you lazy m the duties ?

. The sluggard knows no value of it

Because, he is devoid of its awareness.
Proceed along with the fortunate time;
As the time runs continuously

Still it is in your grip remaining.
Today ifyou waste it with indolence
Tomorrow you must repent for it.

Alas !life is very short

Always you should think of it.

~710 .c . 3rdyear, Dept, oflslamic studies
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SECm ARIAL REPORT

Secretary, Boys’ Common Room

d the very outset, 1 offer my sincere thanks and gratitude to ail ihe Cotionians and specially to
my friends and hostel mates’ who lended their heartfull support and confidence rendered by ail
my near and dear ones that imbibed upon me the courage and confidence to give the best and
perform my duties with outmost case. Hereby, | also take the opportunity to thank all the office-
bearers of CCUS, who extended their support to me , | would also like to convey my special
thanks to Diiip Gogoi, Prof-in-charge, Boys’ Common Room for his guidance and co-operation.

Results of the competitions held during the College-week :

1. Table Tennis (Singles) : Dipankar Baruah (C), Abhijit Deori (R) 2. Table Tennis
(Double): Dipankar Baruah & Hiruj Saikia (C); Abhijit Deori & Bikash Singh (R) 3.
Carrom (Single) : Bikash Singh (C), Dhrubajyoti Barkakati (R) 4. Carrom (Double) :
Bikash Singh & Dhrubajyoti Barkakati (C), Swaraj Phukan & Mukul Konwar (R).

» Himangshu Hazarika
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Secretary, Ladies’ Common Room

I the very uuisct, | offer my sincerc ihanks and graiiUidc to all the Collonians and specially to my
friends and hostel males of Nalini Bala Devi Giris’ Hostel who lendcd their hearlfull support and
confidence rendered by all my near and dear ones that imbibed upon me the courage and confidence
to give the best and perform my duties with outmost case* Hereby, | also take the opporlunily to
thank all the office-bearers of CCUS, who extended their support to me , | would also like to
convey my special thanks to Mrs. Akunthita Borthakur, Prof-in-Charge, Ladies” Common Room
for her guidance and co-operation.
Results of the competitions held during the College-week :

I. Table Tennis : (i) Singles : Namami Goswami (C). Nidhi Kakati (R). (ii) Doubles

Namami Gosw'ami, Nidhi Kakati (c): Papori Gogoi, Simashrce Bora (R) 2. Chess : Jayshrce

Chowdhury (C), Niianjana Boruah (R), 3. Carroni : (i) Singles : Saya Rani (C), Simashrce

Bora (R), (ii) Doubles : lia Baishya, Supriya Ghosh (C): Papori Gogoi, Samiyara Begum

(R), 4. Bridal Competition : Purabi Roy (1st), Ankita Sharma (2nd), Nibha Brahma (3rd),

5. Salad Competition : Samiyara Begum (1st),

Once again. | extend my hearlfull graliiude to all the members of the Cotton family and

sincerely wish this premier institution of Norlh East to reach new' heights of glory and succcss in
the years to come.

Jai Aai Axom.
» Meghali Hazarika
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Results of the Major Games Events : 2005-2006

Girls’ 100 mlrs. race ; 1st: MridusniilaTaliikdar, 2nd : Himamoni Choudhury, 3rtl: Monalisa Das, Girls’200 mtrs. racc :
1st: Mridusmita Talukdar. 2nd : Ilimamoni Choudhury. 3rd : Monalisa Das. Girls’400 mtrs. race : 1st : Mridusmiia
Talukdi\r.2nd : Himamoni Choudhury, 3rd : Monalisa Das, Girls’800 mtrs. race: 1st: Mridusmiia Talukdar, 2nd: Monalisa
Dae-s, Shotput Girls’events : 1st: Chimpi Bhuyan, 2nd : Himamoni Choudhury, 3rd : Priiy Rekha Bora, Girls’Zevlins : 1st
: Himamoni Choudhury. 2nd : Shuravi Borgohain. 3rd : Piiiki, Discus (iirls’ : 1st: Himamoni Choudhury. 2nd : vSimpec
Bhuyan, 3rd: Priiy Rekha Bora. (lirls* Long Jump : 1st: Mridusmita Talukdar, 2nd : Himamoni Choudhury. 3rd : Monalisa
Das, Girls’High Jump : 1st: Ilimamoni Choudhury 2nd : Monalisa Das, 3rd ; Mridusmita Talukdar,

Best Athlete, Girls' Events - Mridusmitvi Talukdar; Best Runner, Girls’Events - Mridusmita Talukdar

Boys’ 100 mtrs. race : 1st : Sainujjal Das. 2nd r Krisna Bordeori, 3rd : Debojit Pegu, Boys’ 200 mtrs. race : 1st :
Himangshu Mozumder 2nd : vSantajm Konwar, 3rd : Sainujjal Da, Hoys’ 400 mtrs. racc : 1st: Ajay Mili, 2nd: Arobinda
Mahanta, 3rd: Krishna Bordeori, Boys’ 800 mtrs. race : 1st: Santanu Konwar. 2nd : Krishna Bordeori, 3rd : Biswajit Bora.
Boys’ High Jump : 1st: Santanu Konwar, 2nd : I"inanda Boruah. 3rd : Indranccl Pegu, Long Jump Boys’ : 1st: Bhaskar
Basumoiary, 2nd mllimangs.hu Mo'<:umdar, 3rd : Safikul Ismal. Shotput Boys’« 1st; Surajit Boruah, 2nd : Nehru Pegu, 3rd
. Rajib Dcory, Discus Girls’: 1st: Surajil Boruah. 2nd : Nehru Pegu, 3rd : Krishna Bordeori, Boys’ Zevlin : 1st: Surajil
Boruah, 2nd : Dibyajyoti Sivananda, 3rd : Nehru Pegu, Karmukam Doley. Marathan Race : 1st : Ajay Mili. 2nd :
Sanlanu Konwar. Biswajit Bora, 3rd : Pranjal Protim Bora. 4(h : Dibyajyoti Sivanand, 5th : Mozihur Rohman, 6th : Majirul.

7th : Indraneel. 8th : Harish Kuli, 9(h : Karmukam Doley, 10th : Zaman, Kabbadce Boys -joint winner - SNBC Hostel and
ARB Hostel

Best Athlete, Boys’- Alr. Sanlanu Konwar

s E m u m i nspoRT

Secretary, Rowings Swimming & Gymnasium

A t the vcfy beginning 1 convey my sincere thanks lo all my Cottonian friends and especially
lo my hostel boarders of S.N.B.C. Hostel for electing me as the Secretary of vSwimming,
Rowing and Gymnasium scciion for the year 2005-2006. | would also like to convey my
heartfull gratitude to my Prof. in-Charge Mr. Manoranjan Borgohain, Hostel Spdtt. M.

Ra.shad Lslam and all my hostel boarders for their kind help and guidance during my
tenure.

Li.st of winners in various competitions under my section held during the college week :

SWIMMING SECTION : 50 nitr. Free Style (Boys’): 1st :Luku Rabha, P,G. lLst Sem, 2nd : Manirul
Islam, P.G. 3rd Scm., 3rtl : Ronuj Pegu. P.G. 4th Sem., 50 mtr. Free Style (Girls’) : 1st : Lucky Pegu,
T.D.C, 2nd year, 2nd : Devolcena Puyeng. H.S. 1st yr,, 50 mtr. Back Stroke (Boys’) : Isi : Luku Rabha,
P.O. 1st Sem., 2nd : Ronui Pcs>u, P.O. 4th Sem.. 3rd : Manirul Islam, P.G, 3rd Sem., 50 mtr. Back Stroke
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(Girls’) ; Isl.Devokcna Payeng, H.S. 1st yr,, 2nd'. Lucky Pegu, T.D.C. 2nd year, SO mtr. Breast Stroke
(Boys’) : 1st : Luku Rabha, P.G, 1st Scm., 2nd ; Jaconia lIsiary, T.D.C. 3rd year, 3rd : Prafulla Leo Hazarika,
T.D.C, 3rd year, 50 mtr. Butterfly (Boys’) : 1st : Luku Rabha, P.G. 1st Sem.,2nd: Manirul Islam, PG. 3rd
Sem., 3rd ; Ronuj Pegu, P.G. 4th Sem., 50 mtr. Butterfly (Girls’) : 1st : Lucky Pegu, T.D.C. 2nd year,
2nd ; Devoleena Payeng. H.S. 1st yr., 100 mtr. Free Style (Boys’) : 1st : Manirul Islam, P.G. 3rd Sem., 2nd
: Ronuj Pegu, P.G. 4lli Sem., 3rd ; Kallol Kirty Sinha. T.D.C. 1st year, 100 mtr. Free Style (Girls) : 1st :
Devoleena Payeng, H.S. 1st yr., 2nd : Lucky Pegu, T.D.C. 2nd year.

Best Swimmer ; Luku Rabha, P.G. 1st Sera.
ARMWRESTLING : 50-55 Kg category (Boys’) ; 1st : Kuldecp Das, H.S. 2nd yr., 2nd : Raliul Gogoi,
T.D.C. 1st yr.. 55-60 Kg category (Boys’) : Isl : Mujaliid Shall Ahlam, 2nd : Angshuman Neog, T.D.C. 3rd
yr., 60-65 Kg category (Boys’) : 1st: Krishna Bondeuri, H.S. 2nd yr., 2nd : Umesh Mahalo, T.D.C. 1st yr.,
65--70 Kg category (Boys’) : 1st : Ronuj Pegu, P.G. 4th Sem., 2nd ; Doiii Polo B.K. Deuri, T.D.C. 2nd yr., 70
Kg category (Boys’) : 1st : Partha Jyoti Baishya, P.O. lLst Sem., Girls : 1st ;Sujata Hati Baruah, P.G.
3rd Sem., 2nd ; l,ucky Pegu, T.D.C. 2nd yr.,
Champion of Champion : Partha Jyoti Baishya, P.G. 1st Sem.
“MR. COTTON” BODYBLJILDING COMPT. : 2nd Runners up : Pral'ulla Leo Ha/owary, TD.C. 3rd yr., 1st
Runners up ; Santanu Konwar, T.D.C. 3rd yr.,
Mr. Cotton ; Joy Kr. Prasad, T.D.C. 3rd Yr.

POWERLIFTING COMPETITION : Below 65 Kg. category: 1st : Joy Kr. Prasad, T.D.C. 3rd yr., 2nd ;

Dhruba Jyoli Das. T.D.C. 2nd yr., 3rd ; Dimbeswar Pegu, T.D.C. 3rd yr., Above 65 Kg. category: 1st; Nehru
Pegu, T.D.C. i.st yr.,, 2nd :Jinty Das, T.D.C. 1st yr., 3rd : Abhijit Deori, T.D.C. 3rd yr.,

‘Mr. Storngman’ : Nehru Pegu, T.D.C. 1styr.

Atlast 1 once again extend my gratitude to all the menibers of Cotton family and wish
the institution a world wide glory in the years to come.

Jai Aai Axom. ., Nehru Pegu
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SECRETARIAL REPORT
Secretary, Football

I is in deed a rare honour to be a cottonian and more to be a part of the Union Society.
It takes this opportunity to intend my heartiest gratitude to all my cottonian friends for

their support and co-operation in lielping me execute my responsibility as the Secretary
of Football Section in the year 2005-2006.

Being the secretary, | will speak that the importance of this game is niil among the
students in the present time. We once had Olimpian like T, Ao, but at present our efforts
are nill. So through this report | request the College authority to help the students for
re-gaining iheir interest in football.

There was single competition that too in college week. The teams participated were
none other than all the seven boys' hostels of our college. And the champion of the
tournament was A.R.B. Hostel and Runners up was S.R.B. Hostel, And Mr. Debajit Pegu
was awarded as the Man of the tournament.

For all the management of the college week Football competition | will have to
thank all the M.N.D. Pians specially Hemanta, Bhaskar, Rupak, Rajeev, Safiqul, Matiur,
Pranjit, Hamid, Naveen, Bikram and all.

My sincere thanks goes to the Prof.-in-Charge Paban Shaharia Sir whose guidance
made everything to happen smoothly.

Again thanking you all.
Jai-Ai-Axom.

Long live Cotton College Union Society.

« Jyoti Prasad Das
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Sangita Baruah
Pranjal Pradi'p Baruah
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COTTON COLLEGE
-A VISITON

Dr. Kamalesh Choudhury”®

C ouon College slarted il.s epic journey on May 27, J90J with
five teachers and thirty seven students under the able leadership
of Fredrick William Sudmersen, the first principal of ihe college.
The journey started in the tali Anglo-Assam lype building, which
now houses the Department of Chemistry, where | spent almost
forty years of my life, first as a student and then as a teacher.
During the 105 years of its glorious existence, Colton College
produced a galaxy of luminaries that include educationists,
bureaucrats, technocrats, litterateurs, scientists, singers and
sportspersons of national and international repute, in the public
life also the contribution of the college is immense. As many as
six Chief Ministers including Bharat Ratna Laie Gopinath
Bordoloi arc alumni of Cotton College. There are four general
secretaries of Cotton CoHege Union Society (CCUS) in tlie
current Assan\ Ministry. All these achievements are due to lhe
untiring and selfless efforts of the principals a/id the facultic.s of |
yesteryears, who laid a very strong foundation for the future
development of Collon College. The Cotton family needs (heir
blessings to take Cotton College through the twenty first century
with distinction.

All of us will agree with the fact that Cotton College has
been a first class teaching institution from its inception. However
with rapid modernization of education and introduction of
professional and vocational courses during eighties and nineties
of twentieth century, Cotton College started losing ground vis-a-vis other institutions of similar standing. We,
the Cottonians. failed to visualize the impact of such changes on our society. We preferred to remain
conventional in our approach, be it in adapting modern teachings and evaluation methods or in introducing
professional courses. The result is obvious. Cotton College is unable to attract the best talents of the slate
excepting in the +2 level. Hundreds of students are leaving the state after +2 and degree for greener and brighter
future. They are not coming back. The ultimate loser is the state of Asom. Whom should we blame for this
sorry state of affairs? 7'he State Govt, for their apathy, Gauhati University for Jack of farsightedness and lethargy
levels. Cotton College authority for lackadaisical altitude and our generation of teachers for being content with
teaching conventional subjects in a conventiona] way- ail must share the blame for failing the past and present
generation of Cottonians. Although the Stale Govt, declared Cotton College as a Postgraduate College and
a Centre of Excellence in the august presence of Dr. Sankar Dayal Sharma, the then Honourable President of
India in 1992. no serious attempt was made by the Govt, to upgrade the college. How long should we carry
on with the past glory of Cotton College?

Who but the Cottonians -past and present, should take the initiative to regain the past glory and placc
Cotton College in its rightful position. The process started in eighties through Cotton College Teachers’
Association (CCTA), gained momentum in mid-nineties when the Cotton College authority submitted a
proposal to UGC through the Government of Assam to grant Autonomous College status to the college.
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[niiially ihc Stale govcrnnieni took a few positive sleps in liie form of forming a Board of
Governors, creating posts of Aciministnilive Officer (AO) and Finance & Accounts OITicer (FAD) lo
streaniline ihe administration and iielped in acquiring funds under Non-iapsable pool of resources
lor infni.-.truciure dcvelopmem. Bui ihe posilive starl soon fi/zled oul. During ihc Cenlcnary
ceichnitivins of the college, a Task Force was formed with ex vice'ciiancellors, bureaucrats and
cininenl educationists (o suggest ways and means for the future'development of Cotion College.
They suggested the college be granted Autonomy by 2002 and Deemed to be University status by
2005 to faciliiate the development of the educational scenario of the slate in general and of Cotton
College in parliculU\r. There was no response from the State Govt, or UGC,

The situation started changing for ihc better, albeit slowly, in the present millennium. An
Entrepreneurship Developmeni Cell (EDC) was set up with grants from DST, Govt, of India. A
Computer Centre w'as establislieil with financial support from NEC. The science departments started
receiving grants under FIST programme of DST, GOI for development of academic infrastructure. The
college also received liberal financial assistance from UGC and 12lh Finance Commission for
academic and physical infrastructure development. The Departments of Computer science and
Environmental science have been started functioning. Sclf-fmancing courses like PG Diploma in
Computer Applicalion, PG Diploma m Mass (..(mimunication and Journalism, Diploma in Hardware
and Networking, Ceriil'icate courses in Geo-informatics, Computer Basics, Video-editing, DTP, etc.,
have been started with some success, A few innovative projects like 'Development of low cost Water
and Soil testing kit' in the department of Chemistry, "Development of Microbiological kit' in the
department of Botany. * Instrumentation centre' in the department of Physics are being successfully
implemenlcd ua coUaborailon with ASTEC and supported by DST, Govl. of India. EDC conducted
a number of EDPs on 'Food processing industry’, 'Medicinal plant cultivation', 'Photography and
Video-editing' etc,, during these years. More and more postgraduates arc clearing national aptitude
tests like NET, GA'Fli eic., and pursuing research in NCL. NPL, IISc, I1Ts. RRLs. and similai' institutes
of national standing, Campus recruitment process has been started with SB! recruiting six students
of the college. Are these developments enough for raising the standard of Cotton College? The
answer is NOT ENOUGH, although we are moving in the right direction.

Modern day education demands multidisciplinary approach, Subjects like Comparative
lilerature. Biolechnology. Bioinformatics. Genetic engineering. Industrial economics. Creaiive writing,
Management studies, etc,, are of great demand. But will it be possible to introduce them at Cotton
College with the present set up(including being affiliated to Gauhali University). The facilities at
Colton College, as is now, are grossly inadequate, while Gauhati University takes inordinately long
time to clear the formalities necessary for mtroducing a new course. The syllabus of PG Diploma
in Bioinfovnialics could not gel approval even iwo years aflcy Ahe idea was mooled. In the mean lime
Dibrugarh University was smart enough lo start the course in collaboration with ECIT. The situation
cannot remain static like this. Who but Cotton College take the lead in bringing about a change
in the educational .scenario of the state?

The first step of upgrading and modernizing Cotton College is to de-affiliate the college from
Gauhati University and confer autonoiny in designing and introducing new courses, evaluating the
students and issuing certificates at the successful completion of a course. Colton College can achieve
its goal only if granted Deemed to be University .status. Fortunately both UGC and the State Govt,
of laie have taken keen inieresl in this regard. The move was supported by all the stakeholders,
namely, CCTA, CCUS, Staff Council, Employees' Association, APPOCCUS. Alumni Association,
Retired Teachers' Forum, etc. But for inexplicable delay on the part of Cotion College authority (
read principal) the process would have been nearing completion by now, | am optimistic that
COITON COLLEGE (DEEMED UNIVERSITY) will start functioning in one year from now. Cotton
College should gear up lo face ihe challenge. U will require endeavour on the pari of ihe leachcrs,
students, support staff, alumni and support from HRD Ministry, GOI, UGC, Govt, of Asom, Industrial
houses and above all The goodwill of the people of Asom.

In ilje mean time Colton College should starl framing a VISION document for short-term and
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long-temi development of the college. Short term deveiopment includes improving upondhe
present infrastructure and introducing such courses within next 1-3 years that can be sustained with
present set up involving small investment The following items can be taken up to fulfill the
immediate need of the present Cotlonians.
> All academic departments, library, administrative block may be connected through Campus
Networking with 24 hours internet connectivity, The fund for this purpose has been provided by 12th
Financc commission and the process should be completed w'ithin one year.
> A new Girls' hostel needs to be constructed to meet the ever increasing demand of hostel seals
for girl students, who now constitute more than 50% of the enrolled students. The fund have been
provided by (JGC and 12th Finance Cotimiission and the process has already been started.
> The Boys' hostels need immediate up-gradation and modernization. It will be convenient if two
or three hostels are amalgamated and new' RCC structures are built. In the mean time each hostel
be provided with computers with internet facility and some such facilities like water cooler, UV filter,
sports and musical equipments, etc. Some of these will be taken care of with funds provided by 12th
Fitiaucc Commission, For the construction of new hostel buildings help t'voni corporate houses may
be sought. In this respect cooperation from the present and the past boarders will be necessary.
> Cotton College needs a Counseling Centre and a Placement Cell. Our students require scientific
guidance for selecting the proper subject or stream .suited for him/ her. They should al.so gel correct
information in respect to a particular institule. The placemen! cell will facilitate interaction with
corporate houses and placement agencies, who will offer suitable jobs to the Cotlonians of present
and future generations. The fmancial involvement will be minimum, which the students will gladly
contribute.
N Postgraduate course in Comparative Literature may be started from 2007-08 session. This will
'tquire the coordination among all the language departments. For designing the course curriculum
help from Delhi University. Jadavpur University and JNU should be sought, A language laboratory
will be established with financial assistance of UGC under CPE (centre of potential for excellence)
scheme. The introduction of this course will not only enhance the prestige of the institiuion but will
also increase the job opportunity of the students.
> BCA (Bachelor of computer application) and BSc (IT) courses should be introduced from 2007-
0Ssession at Cotton College Computer and IT Education Centre(CCITEC). The present facilities of
the centre will be augmented with financial assistance from UGC under CPE scheme. These courses
of high demand will attract +- pass out students from all over the state. The courscs will be self-
financing.
> Another self-financmg course that can be introduced without much linancial involvement is
Postgraduate f)lploma in Bioinrorniatics. The course is a muliidi.sciplinary one involving Chemistry,
Botany, Zoology, Mathematics, Statistics in addition to Computer science. As the Biotech revolution
has already set up in India, Bioinformatics is the subject of future, CCITEC has the necessar)’
infrastructure to start the course with immediate effect,
y The department of Environmental science should be given a boost up w'ilh fund provided by UGC
and 12th Finance Commission so that major course may be started from 2008-09 session. State Govt,
should sanction at least two posts of lectures in the department.
> Mass Communication Study Centre (MCSC) functioning at EDC needs modernization. Although
basic infrastructure is available but for full scale operation facilities like a studio , a processing
laboratory and an editing room are must. The centre then may think of starting postgraduate course
in Mass Communication and Journalism in near future. Funding agencies like NEC and NEDFI may
be approached for the development ol the centre.
> The project involving UGC - NASSCOM - ZENSAR TECHNOLOGY -COITON COLLEGE tie
up to develop men power for software industry from non technical institutions should immediately
be given proper shape in consultation with UGC, Colton College is one of the four institutes selected
on All India basis. On being implemented 40 (20 4 20) graduates from the college will be trained
in two batches every year and absorbed in Zensar Technology. UGC and D.ST, GOl will support the
project.
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> At least three ADD ON courses in the field of Computer Application, Spoken and Funclional
English, Entrepreneurship, Disaster Management, Montessori Training, etc., must be started from
2007-08 session as suggested by UGC, who will also provide financial support.

> The Cotlonians should berprovided with proper recreational facilities. The KBR Hall, T Ao Indoor
Stadium and the outdoor sporting arena may immediately be renovated and provided with basic
facilities with fund from 12th Finance Commission,

Tlicre is no re;>son why the above mentioned projects cannot be implemented within a given
time frame as fund is not a constraint in most cases. What is needed is the vision and will to do.
At this point I would like make it clear that there is no question of diluting the study of the liberal
Arts and Science subjects. Introduction of the interdisciplinary and professional courses will add
value to our education system. This will just be the beginning of a new era in the history of Cotton
College.

Long term vision of Cotton College includes the establishment of new schools of studies
having state-of- arts facilities within next 5-10 years. This will necessitate huge investment that can
only be met with support from industrial houses. There should be more interaction between Cotton
College and the Corporate sector. A modern institution cannot thrive without having industry
interface.
> Biotech revolution has svicceeded IT revolution. Biotechnology is the, subject of twenty first
century. There should not be any question regarding starling Biotechnology in the Bachelors and
the Masters with facility for research. The establishment of Biotech department with high-tech
laboratories involves huge investment and trained manpower. Cotton College should approach NEC,
Department of Biotechnology, GOI and similar agencies for logistic support.

A Management study is the buzz t)f the hour. A Centre for Management Studies may be started in
Colton College (Deemed University) with facilities for studying BBA and MBA. Thrust areas should
be Tea Management, Travel and Tourism Management, Agriculture and Rural Management, Forest
und Environment Management, Hospital Management, etc. Industrial houses and Slate Govt, will
definitely come forward to support the project

> A Centre for Northeast Studies may be established at Cotton College (Deemed University) within
next five years. All the Social science departments will be involved in the project. NEC should be
approached to fund the scheme.

> Nano-science is another emerging branch of science. It is the ultimate future of material science.
Departments of Physics, Chemistry, Botany, Zoology, Biotechnology and IT would be coordinated
for the development of the Nano-science department at Cotton College (Deemed University).

y A full-tledged Sports and Cultural Complex is the need of the hour. The complex will include
an auditorium, an indoor hall, a swimming pool, a gymnasium hall and an outdoor stadium with
provision for playing foothall, cricket, basketball, etc. There will be sufficient available space for
the purpose if the Bitys' hostel complex is scientil'ically and systematically constructed, The Ministries
of Sports and Youth affairs and Culture, COJ should be approached to support the proiect.

The list is endless and sky is the limit. With global educational scenario ever changing |
cannot visualize next 10 years. If at least 70- 80 % of the suggested projects can be successfully
implemented within a definite time frame, Cotton College will definitely regain its lost glory und
its march towards a golden future will begin.

A word of caution for all concerned. Deemed to be University status should not be our
ultimate goal but a tool to fulfill our goal. To sustain such a rapid growth in the field of education
all Cottonians - teachers, students and support staff must improve upon their Work Culture. All of
us should remember thal Private and Foreign Universities are spreading their roots in our country.
We will have to compete wiih their modern technology and no nonsense approach. If we cannot
match iheir performance we are destined to parish. This is what the people of Asom never want. So
wake up Cottonians before it is too late or the future generation of Asomiyas will never forgive you.

*N/:
0/, Kamalesli Choudhuiy was a faculty’ of Cotton College from 197/ and

retired as Head of the department of Chemistry’ on august 31, 2006.
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H ighcr educalion. in my mind, is a device where progressive and innovaiive imparling of insimclions and
training for slrenglhcning and developing inceliectual as we'l as critical facullies of individual in a sustainable
and systematic manner in c*der to meet certain social demands and ensuring social progress. In a sociely,
progress is possible through quality higher education and its application in social well-being. However
higher education in India in general and particularly Assam, has not progressed made as ii was expected.
The higher education has failed to provide job opponunity within and outside the slate. It is surprising to
noie that Assam, inspite of having five universities, hundreds of colleges including medical and engineering,
vocaiional and professional training centres, the state is not in a position to effectively capitalize human
resources for ensuring social progress except enhancing unemployment in recent times.

The NE region is geographically isolated from the hinterland India. Comparatively with other Indian
slates, people of this region are naturally less mobile and hardly exposed to outside development, till 1990s.
cxcepi few. Naturally )ack of mobility and along with ineffective education system has resulted lack of
competitiveness with the outside students’ fraternity. A considerable number of students after getting iheir
educalion could not find w'ork opportunity due to the decline of government sectors jobs, lack of Industry
and infrastructure, private participation and foreign invesiment. At the same lime, agriculture, which is the
main source of livelihood, is gradually declining due to frequent natural calamities like flood and
irresponsiveness of governmeni. It is to be believed that growing frustration and lack of job opportunities
among youlh is responsible for break out of militancy and youth unrest in the region.

How many students are able to clear national level services as well as All India Entrance Examinations-
vi/.-1AS, [HS, IMA, IFS and other ccntral services and entrances of [IM, [T, AIIMS, PMT, NDA or
achieve extraordinary academic distinction and research from Assam annually? Percentage wise the number
is insignificant compared to Assam's total population. There are a large number of people from outside the
slate working in Assam in governmeni as well as private sector but unfortunately people from Assam, can
not be found working in other parts of the coinury except few metro-cities. Even within Assam, in public
sector undertakings, tea, oil and MNCs, one can hardly witness local people participating in the highest
decision making strata. This is high time to a*; these complex sel of questions to ourselves and .reorient
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our higher educalion system with the change of time. Otherwise, the issue of 100% job
reservation for locals, a popular deinand. pul forward by certain youth organizations, lime to
lime, could be accepted and thereby further degrading quality and development in the .state,
which has already been shalicred by the on going insurgency.

However. 1990 onwards new developments opened up some hopes. Now a days, a large
nurnber of students from Assam are moving out of  this region and pursuing studies in most
of tlic major Indian cities and abroad in various fields. It provides an opportunity to get exposed
with the outer developments, enhances competitiveness at national as w'eli as global level. Bui
this has been criticized by some leading intellectuals as brain drain and argue that i results in
loosing out of talents from the slate. Personally 1 do not see any reason lo worry. This is
natuvally a good phenomenon, which-will provide, directly or indirectly, lots of opportunities
and contribute to the development of (he stale in age of globalizalion. But this is true that
outmigraiion becomes possible due to lack of quality in higher learning institutions and specialized
advanced professional courses in this region. There is no dearth of taleni in the state but our
educaiion system has failed to explore and capitalize ihcm for the development of the region.
Those, moving out of Assam and pursuing study outside the state, generally belongs to affordable
urban middle class. Not necessarily they are always a source of talent. What about rural Assam?
Why do our institutions fail to auract talents from outside the state? No initiative, no incentive
and no concrete platform for \hcm yet. Need of the hour is to open up the door for rural Assam
as well as outsiders by creating such institution of higher learning where talents can be grabbed
and systematically trained up for the betterment of the state as well as the nation.

In ihis regard, decision to upgrade Cotton College as deemed to be University is a
welcome development foi' the region as well as the nation. Transformation of the Couon College
from iis pre.sent status to a deemed university requires some major changes and innovative ideas
to sustain its glory and future objectives. First of all, there needs to an adoption of three distinct
Approaches regarding Postgraduates, Under Graduate and Higher Secondary programs, As the
UGC already said ‘college could be upgraded without destroying the existing structure’, That
means higher sccoiidary section can be retained by creating a junior structure within the
proposed Deemed University. Regarding Under Graduate programme there is need to adopt
some radical changes. Existing Under Graduate programme is not at all conducive to students’
all round carcer development and ovevall orientation in preparing them to face or take up
challenges at higher professional and competitive levels. This is a major concerned area and
need to be improved through an integrated Undergraduate Programme by abolishing or
substantially reducing ‘Major Subject' role. Unisubject specificity in under-graduate curriculum
normally reduces the carecr prospects as well as students competitiveness. Moreover importance
of ‘major subject’ai undergraduate level does not make much sense because the UGC norms for
recruiiment at colleges and universities, looks at concerned postgraduate subject and 55% as
minimum eligibility including NET, So, what you have done in undergraduate, as 'major
subject’ gets insignificant. The logic of proposing this scheme is lo create academically competent,
competitive and professionally able human resources to take up post graduation challenges,
opportunities, opened up by market economy and globalization.

Postgraduate programme including M. Phil, Ph. D, (may be proposed as D. Phil.) should
be professionally directed for the academic excellence, research and development with a
interdisciplinary approach. At this higher level attention should be given to quality not quantity
by taking limited best students through Admission Entrance Test. It can be introduced at under
graduate prugrammo also. So that meritorious students can be admiued. At the same lime, it
can be opened up to outsiders to attain national inslitution status. Subject specific joint entrance
and research collaboration as well as exchange programme w'iih similar advanced institutions arc
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also required. Additionally, professional and need based courscs can be inlroduced to
meet the demands of the society. For effective running of such courses, wc need to adopt public-
private partnership model. These courses should be directed towards meeting the market needs
and application and orientation in curriculum, backed by industry and respective organizations.

The proposed deemed university requires acomplete nev/ set up of administrative structure.
For ensuring efficiency and performance, the proposed Vice-Chancellor’s office, need to be
completely decentralized. Apart from Board of Management, there has to be two district branches-
Academic and Administrative under the VC, Under Acadcmic unit-Academic Council (AC) may
be responsible for running acadcmic programmes and maintaining standard and quality education.
Under AC, initially they should have three distinct schools - School of Sciences, School of
Social Sciences and School of Languages, Literature and Culture. Proposed culture studies by
the UGC can be placed in this school. Such schools will be headed by the Dean and supported
by respeciivc subject head as Chairperson. In other administrative unit, there has to be a well
delined administrative set up headed by the Registrar under the VC with well equipped supporting
departments -viz-Admission, Examination and Evaluation, Finance, Students Welfare, Public
Relations and Career Guidance Cell headed by respective responsible officials.

Finance is always” constraint to implement any such project. There is some apprehension
that it will lead to privatization if govt, gradually withdraws its financial support. But as far
deemed university provisions, the parent organization must continue its financial support. Also,
there is a provision for more financial support from Ministry of HRD as we! the UGC. The
institution can also as generate more funds by introducing self financing and professional
courses, and collaboration with industries. The issue of social security viz-pension etc. can be
also possible like NITs in proposed model, The idea of creating a Corpus Fund is also required
to move forward in a self-sustaining manner.

Curriculum is of immense significance. What is important in today’s world is what is
taught and what is learnt in the higher learning institutions. The proposed curriculum for both
postgraduates and graduate programmes should be carefully prepared which is consistent and
relevant to contemporary needs. The cuiTiculum should be global standard and should have
applied orientation. It has to be backed by an rigid annual academic calendar, There should be
substantial reduction in holidays and introduction of two distinct semesters break, as Summer
and winter break so that faculties can take up career advancement programme effectively. For
standardization, perhaps, semester evaluation system, can be introduced instead of an annual
system of evaluation. It will be more workable at the both levels by introducing CGPA & SGPA
that this grading or credit point evaluation, which is very common all over the advanced world.
To maintain standard and innovativeness with change of time, high degree of flexibility in
curriculum is required, then, it will be meaningful for achieving milestones. The cumculum
should me made in such a w'ay that it is able lo attract outsiders as well as foreigners in near
future. India’s Look East Policy and globalization may bring this opportunity to this region,
which will be of immense help for the future development of the region. Effective career
guidance and counseling should be ensured so that it can take care of students by encouraging
and motivating them to appear for national level as well as professional entrance examinations.

To maintain high standard quality teaching and research, well-equipped, qualified, trained
faculties are required. Success of such higher learning institutions depends a lot on teaching
community. Higher education now' being open and globally competitive, the teaching community
therefore should be more competent and talented. In this respect exchange programmes for both
teachers and students, and visiting professorship can be instituted with such similar higher
learning institutions so that students and teachers get the, opportunities for career advancement
and exposures. Eligibility for the new' recruit should be minimum Ph.D. degree. This will be

f
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a significant step for achieving the above-mentioned goals. Further, faculty position should

be rationalized by abolishing seniorily principles and n:\ade absolutely perforniancc based to
enhance competence levels, critical faculties and lake up new challenges in a dynamic and
innovative way. Without reshaping the role of teaching community, it is not possible to realize
deemed university goals.

An internal Evaluation mechanism is a need of the hour. It will examine both institutional
role as well as individual performance in the system. Basically it will be devoted for quality
assurance and capacity building. It will evaluate individual performance in a transparent manner.
The proposed internal evaluation mechanism will look at the institutional strength, weakness and
threat perceptions and accordingly recommend strategies and policy option for future
improvements.

Infrastvuctuie and campus is another essential aspect of good institutions. Authority
should give proper attention for improvement of requisite infrastructure facilities such as modern
class room, laboratories, library, hostels, residence for faculties and staff, improving net
connectivity and technoiog’ical support base etc. The authority with a sincere effort should
transform this institution into a fully residential one, For that, surrounding areas need to be
improved and suitably redesigned so that a good campus environment can be prevail and thereby
encourage student community to pursue academic excellence in respective domain. The campus
should be free from political influence and students should be encouraged to develop more
participatory decision making skills, leadership through participation of socio cultural and
welfare activities.

Last but not the least, having a background of a conventional institution, can Cotton
College sustain its glory after upgrading as deemed to be university? There is tremendous
potential to grow due to its vibrant communities working at different levels, glorious history,
central location, economic liberalization and probably India’s Look East Policy, provided we
will be able to effectively redefine institutional role and curriculum with the change of time.
Cotton College, in near future will'be able to create newer benchmarks and can be a role model
for the society. In this regard, idea of instituting ‘Cottonian Conclave’ annually may be a path-
breaking step for promotion of free How of innovative ideas, new development, and exchanges
with the help of alumni as well as relevent like-minded organizations. This will give enough
opportunity to build network, exposure, as well as placement opportunities for the present
generation Cottonian are proud to claim ‘once cottonian always Cottonian’. Cottonian conclave
will be of immense help for providing a platform where new ideas can be addressed, exchanged,
debated and directed for policy implementation.

To sum up. in the age of globalization, the students at higher levels in the state need to
be well equipped for all national and global challenges. After attainment of deemed to be
university status, the concentration should not be merely on admission conducting examination
and conferring degrees. On-3 should look beyond and evolve a system where student should be
academically competent, competitive, innovative and professionally qualified and professionally
placed at all levels, Now, time has come to redefine and prepare a Vision Document for Cotton
College to sustain in glory with the change of time. Hope, this writing will influence and
generate some considerable debate among intelfigentsia and policy makers, so that appropriate
steps can be taken and implemented for fulfilling of future goals of the slate.

Lecturer. Polilica! Science.
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ONE OF THE GREATEST
ACTORS OF ALL TIME :
MARLON BRANDO

Sukanya Zahnabi*

“Kowalski was always right, and never afraid. He never wondered, he
never doubted. His ego was very secure. And he had the kind of brutal
aggreessiveness that | hate. Pm afraid of it. | detest the character...,” This
was his own viewpoint on the role that made him a star overnight.

Brootling, niw and honesf Marlon Brando
was unlike anyone audicnces have ever
seen before. An inspiration lo a generation
of film stars from Dc Niro to Di Caprio,
a number of actors has been inspired by
the mark of his style. The young actor, in
his first starring role, scnl it solid al! right
- sent it immortally. His performance as
Stanley Kowalski, later repeated in films,
provided one of our age’s emblematic
images, the defining portrait of mass man
- shrewd, vulgar, ignorant, a rapacious
threat to all that is gentle and civilized in
our culture. It gave us something else
too. this virtually unknown 23-years-old
actor, When the curtain came dowi) at the Eihel Barjymorc Theatre on Dcc. 3, 1947, our standards l'or
performance, our expectations of what an actor should offer us in the way of psychological truth and
behavioural honesty, were forever changed.

He went on to give a few ‘great things’ and few near ‘great things’ but eventually abandoned
himself. No figure of his influence has so precariously bahmced a handful of unforgettable achievements
against a brimming barrelful of embarrassments. But yei the reverence with which he is held in his
profession is unshakeabie as his some time friend and co-slar likes lo put “He gave us our freedom”. By
which he meant that Brando’s example permiued actors to go beyond characterizations that were merely
well made, beautifully spoken and seemly in demeanor; allowed them to play not just a scripts polished
text but its rough, conflicting subtext as well. This bright young star shot to fame portraying Stariley
Kowalski, the brutal and animalistic hero in Tennessee William’s play A Streetcar Named Desire in the year
1947 and later on going on to do the same in the movie version of the play directed by the famed director
lilia Kazan. Jt was this role of Brando’s that gave the movie world its first characterization of the typical
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“Director Francis Ford Coppola had only Brando in mind for the role,
a decision not favoured by producers, who almost fired the filmmaker
over the decision. But Coppola’s gamble payed off and the film became
a huge hit - it was the highest grossing movie of all times until Jaws came
along in 1975

"angry yuung man” in cinema which was later on utilized in many of the movies both in
Hollywood and even in our own countiy. Brando told to an interviewer about his role as,
“Kowalski was always right, and never afraid. He never wondered, he never doubted. His ego
was very secure. And he had the kind of brutal aggreessiveness that | hate. 1’'m afraid of It. |
detest ihe character,...” This was his own viewpoint on the role that made him a star overnight.
But this movie was not his first, he first acted in a film titled The Men which earned rave
reviews with the critics, but it was Streetcar that made Hollywood stand up and lake notice
of this bright new star. Marion Brando literally ruled throughout the 50s with ground breaking
perfoi'manccs in movies like On the Waterfront (1953), Viva Zapata! (1952) and The Wild One
(1954), The later movies made him a youth icon during those times. He was also awarded his
Hrst Oscar for acting for his role as ex-boxer Terry Mallory in On the Waterfront. He also won
a best actor award in the prestigious Cannes Film Festival for his role as Emiliano Zapata in
Viva 7,apatal

Born on 3rd April, 1924, in Omaha, Nebraska, he was the third and last child of Dorothy

Pennebakc!" Brando and Marlon Brando Sr. after two sisters Jocelyn and Frances and were Irish-

i descendents. In 1940, he w/as sent to a military boarding school - Shatluck Military Academy
in l-airbuU, Minnesota, from which he was eventually expelled for in.subordination. In 1943,
Brando arrived in New York and enroll in a course at the Dramatic Workshop of the New School
for Social Research, directed by German emigrant Erwin Piscator. His teacher at the Workshop
was Stella Adler. Stella Adler Hved in Moscow in the early 1930s, and had studied with
Konstantin Stanislavsky at the Moscow Arts Theatre. On returning to America, she taught the
members of the left-wing Group Theatre using Stanislavsky's “method”, according to which
actors have to develop every part they play out of the emotion of their own personality. In 1944,
Brando had his stage debut at the Dramatic Workshops as Jesus in Gerhart ?lauptmann’s play
Hannele. During the same year, Brando gots his first engagement with the Rodgers and
Haminerstein Broadway pi‘oduclion of / Remember Mama, by John Van Druten; il was very
successful and ran for 2 years. In 1946, Brando played in Maxwell Anderson’s Truckline Cafe,
then in George Bernard Shaw’s Candida, and in the fall of the same year had a part in A Flag
Is Born, a play by Ben Hecht, about the founding of the state of Israel. Powerfully impressed
by the reports and pictures of Nazi concentration camps, he joined the American League for a
Free Palestine, and collected money for a radical Jewish underground movement. His first
experience of political commitment is a first sign to his spontaneous expression of his sense of
justice, which later on lead to his lifelong commitment to the political rights of the American
Indians. It was in 1947 that Elia Kazan suggested him for the part of Stanely Kowalski to
Tennessee Williams for A Streetcar Named Desire.

He followed his early success with hits in Guys and Dolls (1955), The Teahouse of the
August Moon (1956) and Sayonara (1957), but his career went into decline in the 1960s,
particularly after his mannered performance as Fletcher Christian in 1962’s big-budget Hop
"Mutiny on the Bounty."™ His career revived, however, in the 1970s with perhaps his most
famous role, that of Don Corleone in The Godfather, film adaptation of the classic novel by
Mario Puzo. Director Francis Ford Coppola had only Brando in mind for the role, a decision
not favoured by producers, who almost fired the filmmaker over the decision. But Coppola’s
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gamble payed olT and ihe film became a hu”e hii - ii was ihc highcsl grossing movie
of all n'mes unlil Jaws came along in 1975 - and Brando’s quieiiy regaL brooding performance
as a Malla kingpin was ihe (Ilm's ccnlerpiecc. Brando wroie in his aulobiography Song My
Mother Taught Me about how he improvised on ihe pan, “I went home and did some rehearsing
10satisfy my curiosity about whether 1 could play an Italian. 1 pu( on some rnykeup, stuffed
Kleenex in my cheeks, and worked out the chai'aclerization llrst in front ol' a miiTor, then on
a television monilor. After working on it, | decided | could create a characterization that would
support the story. The people at Paramount saw the !bo(age and liked it, and that's how |
became the Godfather.” He was also aw-arded the Best Acior Oscar for ihe movie in the year
1972. The actor followed up his success in “The Godfather" with a differenl kind of film.
Bernardo Bertolucci's “Last Tango in Parish” in which he pkiyed a depressed American expatriate
w'ho stroke up a charged affair w-ith a young Paris woman (Maria Schueidcr). The filni was
Rated X on its release in the United Slates. One of N4arlon Brando’s lasi great roles w-as as
Colonel Kurtz in “Apocalypse tSow" (1979). a Coppola film racked by dissent and difficulties
but hailed by many as a classic -about the Vielnam War,

His later films were a mixed bag. He earned a supporting actor Oscar nomination for “A
Dry White Season™ (1989). parodied his “Godfather" vole in “The Freshman (1990) and
played a thoughtful therapist in “Don Juan De Marco™ (1995). But he also rented himself out
I'or performances in "*Christopher Cohtmbus: The Discovery” (1992) and the widely panned
“The Island of Dr Moreau” (1996). The year 2001 saw the release of two Brando films. The
Score and Autumn Of The Patriarch, the latter one w'rillen by the Nobel Laureate Gabriel
Garcia Marquez and direcled by Sean Penn. Brando was married three limes to Anna Kashfi
in 1957. the Mexican actress Movila in i960 and a Tahitian named Tahita. He had nine children.
In 1990, his son Christian shot and killed Dag Drollet. the lover of Brando’s daughter Cheyenne,
in Beverly Hills. Christian Brando was eventually found guilty of voluntary manslaughter and
sentenced to 10 years imprisonment. Cheyenne Brando committed suicide in 1995. Brando
reportedly wound up millions of dollars in debt defending Christian, and ihe star subsisted
during his final years almost entirely on smaH residuals from his films. Social Security benefits
and a pension from the Screen Actors Guild. Towards the end of his life he was suffering from
heart disease and was also becoming seriously overweight. Just days before his death he was
admitted to the UCLA Medical Centre. On July 1, 2004 he breathed his last. He was 80 years
old.

Marlon Brando, the legend has captivated the movie audience for almost half a century
with his stellar performance;! in one movie after the other. Marlon Brando’s contribution to the
art of Acting and to the Film Indu.stry is indescribable and shall always be remembered not only
for his priceless contribution to the Film Industry, but also for his support and dedication for
the Civi! Rights Movement and for the Native American Indians. Brando wrote in his
aulobiography, “I can draw no conclusions about my life because it is a continually evolving
and unfolding process. | don’t know what is next. | am more surprised at how | turned out than
I am about anything else. | don’t ever remember trying to be successful. It Just happened. | was
only trying to survive.”

* Student, P.G. 3rd Sem., Dept, of Geography
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DR. TAHA HUSAYN

AN ILLUMINATIVE STYLE PRODUCER
IN MODERN ARABIC LITERATURE

Abu Bakkar Siddique”

D r. Taha Husayn (1889-1973) is a Prolific Egyptian Prose writer in modern Arabic literature. He
has done a lot of works on the prose in Comparison to other modern writers in Arabic. He has
elevated prose to a considerable height while going through the whole of his prose works. Dr,
Taha Husayn lifted up the style of prose writing with the How of poetic style. Prosiac and poetic
qualities are found in the writings of Dr. Taha Husayn for the manifestation of the excellency

of his prose works.

Books authored by Dr. Taha Husayn : (i) Hadith al-Arbia (ii) Ma Wara an-Nahar (iii)
Al-Muazzabuna fil Ard (iv) Hafiz Wa Shangi (v) Al-Sheir at-Jahili.

The salient feature of Dr. Taha Husayn’s prose is that it contains all the prosiac qualities
with the flow of poetical qualities. If contains all the virtues of good prose as well as good
poetry, which fill the mind of the reader and general people with romantic prose and poetical
delight. It may be mentioned that Dr. Taha Husayn’s ‘Dua al Karawan’ (The call of the curlew)
is a unique work of fiction in modern Arabic literature. Many critics agree with the author’s
description that the novel is a piece of poetry, and this applies to both its romantic theme of the

triumph of love over revenge, as w'ell as its highly elevated style.

In fact, it is on its style that this novel has established its literary fame, so much so that
the reader often forgets the content as his attention is attracted to the form which becomes an
end in itself

In almost all his works, priority is given to the form of presentation over purely narrative
considerations.

To him, the language of fiction should invariably be what he calls ‘artistic prose’ where
highly classical language is used. His narrative prose is always studded with poetical feature.
There are whole paragraphs, written in parallelisms of meticulously balanced structures, numerous
traditional mannerisms, the most obvious examples being the graceful assonances and the rhythmic
repetitions of words, phrases and complete sentences.

The most importanl features of his prose is that it can make all minute emotion and
indistinct image clear. This capacity of clarity is present in the prose of Dr. Taha Husayn. To
introduce the subject in a balanced way of depth and vastness is the top most quality of him,

which remains as a matter of realisation for Arabic.

Dr. Taha Husayn’s style is characterized by an undulating and beautiful prose. His
expressions seem to roll off and follow one another in quick succession to give a strong
rhythmic effect. To achieve this, Dr. Taha Husayn uses short sentences and the stylistic technique
of parallelisms which he perfects in ‘al-Ayyam’, an autobiography of him. Most of his sentences
are composed of two or more parallel parts which are either synonymous , complementary of
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phrases or Sentences. He relates in ‘al-Ayyam’.

“He did not feel anything or hear anything without thinking of the complete
image, or rather the literary image, in which all that he felt or heard or read would
appear.”

He used phrases like ‘There is no doubt’, ‘in which there is no doubt’, or
‘whatever the matter’, either in the beginning or in transition to enumerate details.
There is also an abundant and varied use of prepositions to serve as links.

Dr. Taha Husayn is an illuminative style producer in mo“dren Arabic literature,
while he employed light ‘saj’ (rhymes) unlike the traditional ‘saj’, His style is further
marked by a tendency to address the reader as if he were talking to him and not placling
before him a written text. By the sheerforce of his writings, courage of conviction and
his inimitable style, had an enormous impact on the Arab writers in particularly and the
Indian writers in general.

His undulating and illuminative prose writing in collaboration with the correctness
of language, rhetoric aims, suitable phrases,, canorous and sonorous construction of
sentences along with dialogue will impart a meaningful and valuable concept of Arabic
language and literature to writers and orators, scholars and the laymen as well.

* Lecturer, Dept, of Arabic
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THE ADVENT OF THE NOVEL

Nandita Deka"”

he novel lias been grcally acknowledged as one of the most sought after literary forms in all times. It
owes its existence to the interest which men and women everywhere and at all times have taken in men
and women and in the great panorama of human passion and action. Their themes possess in themselves
a substantial value and a genuine human meaning because they are conccrned not with the mere trivialities
which lie upon the surface of existence but with passions, conflicts and problems which belong to the
essential texture of life. The term Novel has come from the Italian word ‘Novella’ which is a sort of
romance - a story of love, adventure or both. But the ‘Novel’ in its real sense is something different from
the Italian novella. It is an extended fictional prose narrative. Although some are short and non fictional,
some have been written in verse and some do not even tell a story. Such exceptions help to indicate that
the novel as a literary crcation is itself exceplional, it disregards the constrains that govern other literary
forms and acknowledges no obligatory structure, style or subject matter. Such thriving on its openness
and flexibility the novel has become the most important literary genre of the modern age. '

The chief literary phenomena of the complex eighteenth century was the reign of the so called
classici.sm the revival of romantic poetry and the discovery of the modem novel.’Among these the
discovery of novel can be accorded much significance as it has emerged as the most widely read, enduring
and influential type of literature in the oresent times. The'idea of the modern novel seems to have worked
out largely on English soil and in the number and fine quality of her novelists England has hardly been
rivalled by any other nation. Before the emergence of the novel, the most popular art forms were
*Shakespeare's dramas. His dramas indulged in extravagance of language, lives of aristrocrats and larger
than life mnnifestalions of life. The age of Elizabethan and Jacobean literature was a time of intellectual
liberty, of growing intelligence, of unbounded paU'iotism and of peace at home and abroad. It was the
age of cnlightmeni where we have people like Sir Issac New'ton and John Locke influencing literature,
The Royal Society was also (bunded during the same time (in the year 1662). The audiences wanted to
view the social and factual repre.seniation of those times. For there were no papers or magazines, people
wanted not only amusement but information. After the decline of Shakespear’s dramas the audience itself
had gradually changed and we see a larger proportion of those who desired wholesome amusement.

The advent of the novel and its potential as both instructor and entertainer was readily recognized
by a new body of largely middle class readers, conquest upon an unprecedented increase in the volumes

of trade and commerce. An increase in the population and prosperity of Britain in the years following
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the Gloriiis RevoUiiion and ihc Acl of Union can he related it" (he huge response lo ihe
emergence of Ihe novel, As a meican(ile and manuracuiring class grew, so concomivinlly did
literacy and leisure. The wives and daughters of iradesnian were rarely employed in any l'urm
of business, their marginally better educated sisters in the professional classes and the provincial
gentry were equally likely to have a good deal of enforced leisure. So the novel appears to have
developed in response to a demand for a new kind of lilerauire which emphasi/ed the significance
of private experience. And in the year 1960, the first circulating literacy camc up in England
and during U\e same time wc also have the rise of journalism which in turn inculcated in people
the habit of reading. A large proportion of women readers had emerged who could relaie to the
lives of ihe heroins of the novels they read, This is the social milieu in which we saw the rise
of the novel and they can be regarded as .social documeius with a certain degree of artistic unity
and representation of real life,

To Daniel Defoe (1661 - 1731) is given the credit for the discovery of the modern novel,
His novel The Life and strange surprisingly Adventure.s of Robinson Crusoe (1719) dealt with
the trial and tribulations of a ship wrecked trader marooned in an island. Defoe’s novel is
considered as the first novel in the history of English literature and his inventive and imaginative
power and sense of realism made him a pioneer among other novelists. The credit for having
written the first English 'novel of character' or ‘psychological novel’ is almost unanimously
given to Samuel Richardson for his Pamela or virtue Rewarded (1740). Their lead was follow'ed
by numerous novelists such as Jane Ausien, Charles Dickens, George Hliot, Anthony Trollope
and William Dean Howells in England and America, 5“tendhal, Bal/ae and Haubert in France
and Turgenese and Tolstoy in Russia. Based on differences in subjeci matter, emphasis and
artistic purpose, different sub classes of novels such as the Realistic novel, Gothic novel, social
novel, historical novel commonly know'n as documentary riclion in the tw'enticth century, non
fiction novel and many oihevs. Beginning with ihe second half of the nineteenth century the
novel has displaced all other hterary forms in popularity. The novelistic art has received the
devoted attention of some of the greatest masters of modren literature - Flaubert, Henry James,
Proust, Mann. Joyce and Virginia Woolf. There has been constant experimentation with new
fictional methods and in recent decades such experimentation has reached a radical extreme such
al in the use of symbolist and expressionist technique, the dislocation of time sequence, the
adaptation of forms and motifs from myths and dreams as seen in the works of Gabriel Garcia
Marquez, Gunter Grass and the exploitation of stream of consciousness narration in a way that
converts the story of outer action and events into a drama of the life of the mind as seen in
the works of Verginia woolf.

The novel’s projeclion of the broad canvas of life und it's appeal to such a wide circle
of readers is certainly applaudable. It continues to provide amusement for the leisure hour and
a welcome relief'from the strain of practicle affairs,

W orks Cited : The Shon O xford History of English Literature Andrew Sanders., A Glossary of

Literary Terms, M .H. Abrams.

* Student, T.D.C. 2nd Year, Dept, of English
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FLU
- THE NEXT MAHAMARI

Muzibur Rahman TaLukdar

I ntroduction : First ai Navapur in Mabhiirasira then
Sural in Gujiat then again Jalgaon in Maharasirii,
clalniing the lives of around 3,0f),000 birds in India
affecung ihc economy and nrachincry ol ihe counlvy
dfastically, has caused a deep sensation Uu'ouMihoLit
ihc country and the remaining parts of the globe.
Such a number is mind boggling. No where in the
world, not even in the w'orst affected countries in
Rast Asia, have chikens dies in sucli large numbers
and lhal loo in such a brief period. Iniliaily \he
dcath.N were altribuied to Riivikhet virus but liaally
ihe highly sophisticaied animal vcieiinary lab of
Indian veterinary Research Institute in Bhopal
confirmed the presence of avian influen/.a.
Bird flu : Bird tlu also called aviun flu is an
inflection caused by avian inHuen/a viruses called
H5N! virus which occurs naturally among birds
and is very comagious. Wild birds carry the viruses
in their intestines without getting ill. It generally
kills chickens, ducks turkeys and spread-very
rapidly among birds, destroys internal organs and has a mortality rale that can reach 100% within 48
hours.
H5N1 Virus : li is the deadliest of the bird (lu strains because it has jumped lhc species banicr and
can be passed from birds to humans. The virus can live longer in cooler temperatures in soil. At 72"*F
it could survive for upto four days, compared to more than a month at 32”F. A single gram of
contaminated soil can infect upto 1 million birds.
Story so l'ar : History dates-back to 1961 when for the lirst time the virus was isolaied from birds
in Souih Africa. Then ii gradually travelled lo other pans of the w-orld, even to the European nations
but the locus of the disease w'as South-East Asian region, w'ith China us the centre. In 1997 it lirsi
emerged in Hong Kong with the firsi case of human infection where 6 of the 18 people died. The virus
managed its quick come back in Hong Kong in 2003 taking one human live out of tw'o cases and in
Dec 2003, South Korea reported the inlluenza in the poiutry. In the flrsl quarter of 2004, sporadic
human cases in Vietnam and in the Poiutry of Japan, Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos were reported. In
Thailand cases from polulry as well as from human was reported. In Junc-July 04 the virus occured
in China, Indonesia, Thailand and Vietnam, In Aug 04, poiutry cases from Malayasia were reported and
in Vietnam 3 fatal cases were reported. In Sept. 04 a fatal human case w'as confirmed from Thailand,
in Oct. 04 it shifted to tigers in the zoo of Thailand and claiming the lives of 147 tigers. Till Jan 05,
Sporadic case.s were reported from Vietnam. In Feb, 05 Cambodia reported its first human case and that
100 fatal. In April 05, the death of wild birds in Qinghai lake in China chield down the spines of bird
lovers, ornithologists, naturalists and evolutionists as the lake was host to a few of the rare species and
was a very important spot of bio-diversity. In May 05, Cambodia reported its 4th human case, that loo
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fatal. In June, China repoitcd pulutry outbreak in Xinjiang region. In July; 05 viruses
were isolated from the dead birds in Qinghai lake which demonstrated the transmission of
viruses among migratory geese and H5N1 virus was reported from Siberian Polulry in Russia.
In Aug, 05 Kazakasthan confirmed H3NI in polutry. Mongolia reported deatboOf 89 migratory
birds. Vietnam in a third row conllrmcd 64 cases, out of which 21 were fatal. In Oct 05, Turkey
and Romania confirmed H5N1 in polutry. Taiwan detected in cargo of cxotic birds. Croatia
confirmed in wild birds. In Nov 05. China reported frc.sh outbreak in polulry. In Dec 05.
Ukraine reported its llrsl outbreak. In Jan, 06 Turkey reported (Irsl iwo human cases and polutry
outbreak in (i provinces. In Feb, Irag reported first outbreak of H5NI in'polulry and its first
human case. Nigeria conllrmcd H5NI in chiken, Azerbaijan, Greece, Bulgaria, Slovenia and
Italy confirmed H5N1 in wild birds. China confirmed 12lh human ease and eight fatality.
Indonesia reported 25lh case and eight fatality. Iran. Austria and Germany confirmed H5NI in
wild birds. In India Novapur in Maharastra. Surat in Gujrai and Jalgaon in Maharastra reported
H5N1 in poll/try in Fcb-March, 06. in Feb. samples were sent from Vadodora, Tripura and
Dibru-Saikhowa lo Bhopal but test confirmed Ranikhei virus instead of H5N1. In Mar. 06
Pakistan confirmed polutry outbreak.

The H5N1 influenza virus behind the cuiTcnt outbreak is proved to be .quite an enigma
for researchers, as ii may be like the killer spanish tlu of 1920’s which had caused 50 million
deaths world wide w'hich had also began as bird flu and subsequently changed into human flu.
In fact the scientists were busy from last one decade working on the strain to find out the cause
for its exceptional virulence. Viral strain extracted from two soldiers and an Alaskan woman
who all had died in the 1918 flu was revived and reinjected in the mice w'hich died within 6
days while another group which had been injccted similar strain survived. This made a disturbing
observation. It clearly indicated that ihe strain might be from past.

Influenza viruses belong to the family ortho myxoviridae and are classified into 3 types.
Type A. B and C with Type A being die most common which usually causes the most serious
epidemics. Type B can also cause epidemics, but the infection is milder. Type C however been
implicated in a large epidemic. Type A viruses can infect several animal species, including birds,
pigs, horses, seals and whales. Birds are a particular important species because all known sub-
types of type A viruses circulate among wild birds.

No. of confirmed human cases

Country 2005 2006 Total
c b c D c D
Cambodia 4 4 0 0 4 4
China 8 5 4 3 12 38
Indonesia 17 11 o 8 26 19
Iraq 0 0 I 1
Thailand 5 2 0 0 22 14
Turkey 0 0 12 4 w*)2 24
Vietnam 61 19 0 0 93 42
C = Cases Source : WHO as on 20-02-06
D = Death

The genetic studies have been show'n itiai virus consists of merely 8 genes with 4400
amino acids and in the past virus changes in only 25 - 30 have made it such a lethal Kkiller. It
can be imagined if it changes in the rest amino acids, how devastating it could be for human
as well as other inhabitants of the earth.

Scientists at the centre of Disease Control and Prevention at Atlanta had mapped the

CZire
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genctic sequence of virus and synthesised it and the complete
genetic sequence lias been made available on line for
integrated work in curbing out the mcnace and abreast it Wild migratory birds
ilas causcd a serious danger since any scholar of sufficient

Life cycle of a flu virus

information in biotechnology can prepare the strain in the

lab and can use it as bioweapon. The H5N! vims is different ibwls, ciiicken, Turkey etc.
from that which caused pandemic of 1957 in China Kkilling
around 7,50.000 people world wide which was an H2N2
strain while H3 strain occuring in Hong Kong in 1968
which causcd the death of 70.000. There both the strain
were human flu strain. Thus from these two Himalayan
figures of death, the casualities caused by the inHuenza

Human Body

virus can he analy.«;ed.

Influenza viruses readily mutate and juggle genes.
Scienlists have found that changes in haemagglutinin protein
and PB2 genes have made the virus more lethal and capable
of jumping the species barrier, i.e. passing from birds to
human and other organisms.

Till date, there is no evidence of human to human
transinission of the disease but as the viruses evolves and
human can be a mixing bowl for genes, the probabiliiy of

Attacks cell lining

Respiratory tract

Enters cell

a mutation causing person to person transmission increases
and if such a situation occurs we will run short of vaccines,
drugs, hospitals and medics.

Economy : Bird Hu affects economy drastically. li leaves leaves the host cell in search
indeliablc imprint on polutry industry and its market. For of another

instance since 2003 millions of-lairds have been killed or

culled to stem to outbreak causing a loss of nearly 15-20

billion to the polutry industry. Indian polutry industry w'hich The host cell dies.

is of Rs. 24.000 crore has suffered badly. Most of the

polutry products eggs, chickens etc. are consumed domestically. As soon as the bird flu was
reported in Novapur people throughout the country stopped consuming chicken. vSeveral institution
deleted the item from their dining routine and our institution is also in no exception. U had also
affected the industries associated to it like the industries that supply raw materials (like beam
crushcrs, chikcn feed etc.) Exports of around 500 crore to Pakistan, Nepal. Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka. Japan. Bahrain and the UAE was banned. Rest of about Rs. 700 crore exports, which

are done directly by farmers and big export houses also suffered a set back. Chiken Tikka and
Chikcn Mughali found a very scarce appearance in restaurants and hotels affecting their business.

A huge amount of money is spent in stockpiling drugs, deploying health workers for culling
operations and other related works. Insurance sector companies also suffered huge losses.

Drug status : As the virus is known to mutate frequently so developing vaccine against it is
proving to an uphill task. The generic drug used to treat are chiefly Zanamivir (brand name

; Relen/.a), Oseltamivir (brand name : Tamiflu). However not all have responded to this drug
further indicating the presence of resistant strains. These have to be taken twice a day for a 5

day long course. Also the administration of Neuraminidase, a viral protein has been found to
facilitate the release of new virus particles from the human host cell, The frequent genetic
changes that the strain undergoes renders the medicine ineffective against them thus making a
large population to vulnerable to it. But for us stockpiling or preparing the drug is not aneasy
job as “we Indians don’t know what strain of bird flu will hit India, if it does at all.”
Nccc.ssary steps ; The European Countries have been so far quick to take the necessary
measures. E.U. has banned the bird-shipment from affected nations. In Asiatoo such steps have

Replicaics in cc)l
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been laken but what about the seasonal winged guests arfd Indian scenario is grave because it
is most visited by guests. Pong dam in Himachal Pradesh, which is host to gulls, bar headed
geese and cormorants. Indians shares - host to red shanks, curlews and brown headed gulls,
Haigam and Hokasur in Kashmir, Harike in Punjab. Keoiadeo National Park in Rajasthan, Kahar
lake in Bihar and Chilika lake in Orissa, Bharatpur bird sanctuary and many more. Our N.E,
is in no exception Jatinga and Deeper bill in region are most prove to the virus as the wild
migratory birds carrying the virus are believed to be the source of carriers of the desease and
these birds frequently visit these sites. These infected birds shed the. virus in their droppings,
saliva and nasal secretions. Domestic polutry, become infected from conti*ct through contaminated
water, teed or soil or even by inhailing air borne virus. To-summarise H5N1 virus spreads by
the movement of both polutry and migratory birds. Then why Navapur ? Since it does not
quality on either account. The buying and selling of fowl is largely a local besiness thereby
diminishing the possibility of imported infections. Neither is Novapur on the map of migration
of wild birds among whom avian Hu is believed to be endemic, nor any infected chiken has
been brought here (Novapur) then how comes Bird flu has remained an unanswered question.
Humans get infected through close contact with sick birds or surfaces contaminated by
their feathers, saliva or droppings, Hong Kong is ready with an emergency plan for a possible
outbreak in. which upio 14,300 people would be hospitalised and till date it has stockpiled 7
million Tamiflu drug. WHO has said “it’s a matter of ‘when’ ajid not ‘if’ bird flu comes to
India.” Six centres of survelliance have been set up at different places where migratory birds
visit. It is stockpiling Tamiflu and destrdyings feeds, eggs and culling birds at a steady rate to
curb out the menace. 173 “bird areas” have been selected by around 2000 bird lovers, who are
members of Indian Bird Conservation Network who will look for sick birds, especially those
seem unable to fly and would report to the concerned authority, The scientists are in constant
interaction with WHO & the animal husbandry department, Door to door service in the affected
region(s) for cheking any fatal case as well as making people aware of the disease have been
launched. “DOC on wheel” mobile team are in continuous survey in the affected region Hospitals
with isolated special cells have been opened. The govt, has urged the companies to increase the
production rale of the drugs. Indigeneous pharmaceutical company Cipla has signed an agreement
with service based Roche for preparing the Indian version of Tamiflu. The govt, has further
decided to set up “Bird flu early warning system” like European nations and is keen to start
vaccination programme at a large scale.
Precautions : (1) As the virus is not for d borne and can’t survive at high lemperaUire. So the
meal cooked at high temperature with plenty of spices is absolutely safe.

(2) Raw meal, eggs and other material's related to polutry industry should be handled
With utmost care.

(3) Contact with the flu virus carrier should be avoided.

(4) infected cases should be isolated as ihe virus is air borne.

(5) Eggs should be thoroughly boiled.

(6) As the vii-us is sensitive to detergents and easier to destroy than other viruses so soap

.should always be used after handling cases.

{7) Only VET approved (Govt, approved) polutry stock should be consumed.

(8) Vaccination programme should be siarted rapidly and ihroughoul the country.
Conclusion : The human mind has solved almost all the mysteries of nature. Presently, it has
come to a scenario when it is planning for setting beautiful resorts in Mars, Jupiter.,..Piuto and
“the next” to date with so callcd UFOs and allians. At such an advanced stage the bird flu would
remain no longer an enigma. We have already left its homologueg Cholera, Typhoid etc for
behind. Thanks to the genius of human mind.

References : /. www.who.int 2. www.who.avain influenza 3. Junior Science Refresher, Jan, 06

4. Times of India.

* Student. T.D.C. 1st year. Dept, of Zoology
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HOW TO DEVELOP
‘ROAD SAFETY CULTURE’

Shyanialjil Kachari & Nelra Gogo'i™

R ighl from the creation of men to till
now, the world, happens to he jxissiiig
hy time, approaches the cyber internet
era. Nowadays, in' civiliscd society,
il is seen that, men, takinji science
and lechnology as a mile-stone, chmb
the mountain of dcvelopmenl and
feel pleasure and satisfaction at any
momeni? But does man who is
considered as the greatest among all
creatures feels happiness in every
moment. Having the power to fly
over the world in a little time, can
man feel safely while passing through
a road? When a huge vehicle passes
very nearer to him, does not his hody
tremble? Can we exempt out of
thinking about the instant accidents?
May immortality not be the wish of a man, but when he dies and his body turns into pieces, can the other.s
take this fact as simple?

People astonish when they watch the accidents. A pity comes here, w'hen we recollect the severe
accidents how l.ady Diana, the beloved of England’s Prince Charles'and the famous cricketer Grem
llollyak. the former cabinet minister of India, Dinesh Goswami. the best pop singer of Assam Jonkey
Borthakur, left this wtirld incidently! All these incidents make us sympathetic. A person who has been
suffering from the great disease Cancer can be ccrtain with no woe that he would die: but when a man
dies in an accident, it w'ould be an unbearable moment because he gets little time to think of moving
in any direction. The glory of Sciencc and Technology can be annihilated by these road accidents in no
lime.

Scarcely, there will be few people who cannot define, “Whal is road accident?” Simply speaking,
the collision between vehicles in a road is called road accident. We cannot determine when and where
these accident would take place: it may happen in Newyork, in Bangladesh, in India or in anyw'here.

Some road accident are so terrible that wc cannot mark people for making a funeral; the fire
occurred out of the accident makes it, as if, it were the show of ‘Salolcid’ in 'Hollywood', Some
incidents arc so pitiable that a mother, taking her child in her womb, finishes her respiration. How
loathsome is to .see the alive and dying people those who are rescued from the accident field. Some of
them may lose a hand, a foot or an eye. Brook of blood flows from their body.

The fear of road accidents is more terrific than any other accidents. When we compare different
types of transport system, it will be seen that from poor to rich, many of them choose the road way as
best. The rate of accidents which are happened in the streets is much more in number. The accident like,
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the sinking of the ship, ‘Titanic’, the death of the president of U.S.A.; John. F. Cancdy
and the former Speaker of the parliament of India, Ganti

Mohan Chandra Balayogi, may
scarcely happen and they cannot bring attention of the general masses. In contrast to that, road
accidents is concerned to our day to day life.

How can we protect us from these accidents? How to develop road safety culture??
Today, in relation to this problem, carefulness or consciousness is mainly ncccssited. Here’s ;i
saying - “Diet cures more than doctors.” Like an ailing person w'ho should lake a pre-protection
instead of going to be hospitalised, a man should also be careful so that the accidcnts donoi
happen. In fact, how the actuai time comes to think of a new culture, namely, “Ro;id Safely
Culture” to protect us from road accidents.

Sometimes, it is seen that, accidents occur due to the carelessness of a prc-dcstrian; but

he is not considered guilty; on the contrary, the dfiver is blamed. He would have to leave his

life for the inhumane treatment, meted out by the furious mob. In fad, | donol fault, More

accidents happen either due lo the intoxication or due to the unconsciousness of the drivers. In

this regard, | have to say to the public ingenera! that while passing through a road we will see
in somewhere writing down - “Donol

drinks and drive”. The drivers must follow ihis line while
drinking.

This is a general perception that in the developed countries, wc sec ihai the accidcnts
occur because of the good road way system. The roads are made so well that the drive is often
cross the limit of control. On the other side, there happens accidents in the under developed or
developing countries either due to the poor road system or due to the poor condition of the
vehicles. There are many more reasons due to which accidents occur. These will be discussed
later on.

Seeing the importaiipe and impact which arc in every organ of human life, the road and
communication system can-be compared to the life line. To control the accidents, we must
develop the transportation system in which from poor to rich all are indulged. A road which
has many turning or a road which is very bad in condition is too dangerous to drive. In an
undulating way, when a man comes infront of a vehicle violating the law of roads, the driver
loses his concentration, and in this way, the driver has lo make an accident unwillingly in the
thought of his passengers. To repair and straighten the roads which have many turning arc such
options to protect from these accidents.

There is a little difference of accidents; between town area and village area. In towns,
accidents occur due to the lack of proper pavement, two-lane system, road crossing system or
traffic controlling unit. These accidents could be controlled by city planning along with planned
government policy.

The administrative system of a country can play an important role in the field of road
safety culture. The communication system, the transportation are not at the top of law. Driving
licence should be given to that person who is mentally and physically fit and who has been
trained prosperity, (a to z). If not doing so, they give licence to a person who does not know
how to drive, (in a detail), it is meaningless to think of the road safely culture. Because it has
been foretold that accidents occur not because of the pedestrian, mechanical defect of the vehicle
or undulating paths only, but because of the drivers also. In this case, the administration should
also be responsible to decide whether the vehicles which are running on the streets, are really
travelsome or not. They should not allow running vehicles which become the threat of human
life. In fact this is a kind effort, for OUI administration to make compulsory lo put on helmets.
The two-wheeler vehicles are very unscy:ured; that is why, it is very essential to-the drivers and
passengers to obey the legal advises.

The relation between the P.W.D. divisions and die road transport is like the two sides of
a same coin. The responsibility to make and repair the u;iportant roads of India is imposed upon
the P.W.D. Accidents could be reduced, only when thesjj institutions will perform their duties
well cooperate with each others. They are also, responsible to utilise funds properly, released by
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the government. These directions should select the best engineers along with technical men

to this purpose. Making the' speed-breaker, holding signboard or other notifications in the
dangerous areas, are some of the responsibilities of P.W.D. There must be the signal marks in
the roads of many turnings, so that a driver can save his vehicle from accidents. The condition
of Indian roads arc not same as the developed countries, Bui many high-speed vehicles, either
made in India or in other foreign countries are often seen running in the roads. These high speed
vehicles, losing control in the undulating ways, make accidents. So there must be given one
lirriited speed in driving so that the driver could be aware of accidents. Those who are nol in
an obedience to maintain this law should be given punishment with a heavy fine.

The cooperation of the pubHc to make an atmosphere of road safety culture (so that we
can protect ourselves to the accidents) is obviously needed, All systems which are adopted to
make awareness of accidents, will be in vain when are nol able to get public cooperation. There
ale different laws in different coun'ries about how lo walk on ihe slreeis. In India, il is g
permanent law that when a man or a vehicle confronts with other, each should choose the left
side. Sometimes, in town area, when a man cross the road, due (o carelessness, he comes in front
of the big vehicles and there happens accidcent in which much cooperation come from the
gathering of the small vehicles like - Motor-cycles, By-cycle, Autorickshuw etc. More over, the
refuges and stray animals, possessing the road sides, make the road smaller than its original .size,
so, much probability is there of happening accidents at any time. Public ignorance is also one
of the important causes of road accidcnt. There must be contributions of governmenl, voluntary
organisations and educated people so that we can make an awareness of accidents. An integrated
road safety movement can be expected only when wc make the ‘Road Safety Week’ popular
by organising seminars, meetings etc.

The school students contribute to in making grower the quantity of accidents. In 25th of
July 2002, in the mid of the city, Guwabhati, in front of B, Baruah College, there happened an
accident in which a student of that college had to /cave her breach. Wc see that a( 9 a.m, to
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. to 3 p.m., the school students, making large crowd, cover the whole road
without giving attention to others; at the same lime, officials are also seen making the same.
It is essential to have speed-breakers in front of schools, colleges and offices. In the subways,
it is seen that the personal and passenger vehicles, oii the same foretold time, run to their goals.
If there are schools or.colleges near the sub-ways, the teachers, guardians and traffic controlling
units should be careful tow'urds the students while they are on the roads. To make speed-
breakers, caution-board - these are the systems through which the accideiits would be decreased.
Teaching about ihe laws of roads should be made compulsory in school-curriculum so as (o
making aware the students,

Road accidents can shorten the logitivity of man or make him handicapped forever. What
would he the situation if the food supplier of a family dies in an accident ? As we recognise
the invention of Science and Technology as boon towards human society, the road accident can
considered as vice-versa. Bu. a man of care has little probability to die in the instant accidents.

One of the minus point of our society, is the prevalence of inequahty of “dignity of
labour.” The driver should be played equivalent to his labour. Sometimes the drivers arc scolded
and heated badly for their little guilty; this will conspire them to have concentration in their
duties. The standard people should behave the drivers as one of the member of their family
instead of neglecting them. Every people should regard those men who are engaged with this
workfield as one of the individuals of the socicty.

Road accident leads to a universal reaction at the top of the races, sexes and religions.
Everybody should mind the sentence once before he drives - “Drive the car carefully;
your family is eagerly waiting for you.” In this way, | believe, we can develop the road safety
culture,

* TDC 3rd Year. Depi. of English
& Ex-Cottonian
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“FIVE POINT SOMEONE
WHAT not to do at IIT!”

Subhrajit Roy*

AEE for graduation and JAM for post graduation, are the two key qualifying requirements for any
one to enter into the heaven of Indian Technological world ie. The Indian Institute of Technology
(I1T). These two qualifying entrance examinations are considered to be the most toughest as well
as the prestigious one. So students try their best to enter into ihis galaxy andwork hard this to
be an IITian. But the inside slory of the IITians are a little bit funny. Such a funny novel is

“Five point Someone

What not to do at IIT!"

Awritten by Chetan Bhagat, who graduated from 11T Delhi in 1995. During his course of
study he had many ups and downs in his life w'hich is penned down and became the bcsiseller
of 2004.

The story of this novel is based on the lives of three IlTians namely Ilari Kumar, Alok Gupta
and Ryan Oberoi, where Hari is Chetan’s own character. We may compare it with the story of ‘Dil
Chahta Hai’ as Financial Express says,

“....funny yet touching...pacey, informal style of story-ielling....I'PS is a book version of ‘Dil
Chahta Hai”.

But if we go through their activities we may find many differences.

In the starting chapter of this novel Mr. Bhagat has depicted the story of ragging, which is
a common feature for the new comers to face. They had faced and forcefully got rid of that. Here
w'e come to know that Hari, Alok and Ryan w'ere 326, 453 and 91 Rankholdcrs in the entrance.
So we have evidence of calling them brilliant students. The style adopted by ihe author is
descriptive as he describes everything from the ranks in the T-Sliirt ot’ one of the raggers. 'l'he
author is an keen observer, which is a must for any good author As a llrst lime novelist he proved
himself a profound one. In this context Hindustantimes.com says, "li's easy to forget that Five
Point Someone has been penned by a first-time author... (the novel) is a gentle, humorous take
on college life and what constitutes growing up ... a compelling read....”.

Again we have an idea about the examination pri>cedure of HT. On ilie fnsi day t)f their
class Prof. Dubey had given out the marking syslem as follows

Majors - 409r
Minors - 207c
Practicals ~ 20%

Assignments (6-.S) and surprise Quizzes (3-4) - 20*%.

The Surprise Quizzes are a little bit funny. In the fust surprise test Hari, Alok and Ryan had
obtained 5. 7 and 3 respectively. This altitude led them to the final examination where they
obtained 5.46, 5.88 and 5.01 GPAs. And the main thing behind that was a lot of pressure and
their outlook towards study. They, had left the Kumaon Hostel to w-atch movies in ‘Priya’ cinema
hall. So gelling 5 GPA is a reason f<» naming the novel as “Five Point Someone”.

Again the role of Neha. the daughter of HOD. Mechanical Engineering, Prof. Cherian is
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very importanl. Because during their ‘Operation Pendulum’ (the planning of stealing
question papers from Prof. Cherian’scabin) she helped Hari. Incidentally, they got
physically intimate for which Hari hadto face a lot trouble in his life. Though he got
the keys of the cabin he did not succeed in his mission as he was caughtby Prof.
Cherian, This became a major turningpoint in his life.

Samir, w'ho has a small character in this novel has played a very important role.
His character tells the story of a person who had to commit suicide due to the
pressurisation of the parents. Again the character of Prof, Veera tells us about the
affection of a teacher towards his students. They probably pointlessly slaved in Prof.
Veera’s lab, mixing one type of grease with another. But once Alok was ill Prof. Veera
brought ‘Kaju-burfi’ for him.

The author has given the following reasons for naming the novel as ‘five point....”,

First of all, they had obtained five point something |[GPAs,

Then there were five major characters and all the characters had a profound
relation to each other. The construction of the characters are very remarkable. So we
may say with India Today, “...a well-constructed book with great characters and a
captivating plot. Definitely on the right side of Five-Point Something on a 10-point
scale.”

Again the author had given five reasons why Hari,}',Ryan and Alok’s lives are in
a complete mess. The reasons are as follows

1 They’ve messed up their grades big time.

2. Alok and Ryan can’t stop bickering with each other.

3. Hari is smitten with Neha who happens to beProf, Cherian’s daughter.

4. As IlTian's they’re expected to conquer the words, something they know isn’t
likely to happen.

5. They’re with each other.

As Chetan says, “This is not a hook to teach you how to get into IIT or even
survive it. In fact, it describes how bad things can get ifyoudon’tthink straight.” They
had done so ITiay wrong things in the light of fun due towhich theybecame five point
holders i.e. "Paanch Numbari”. “Morning shows the day” also comes true as their study
style led them about 5 GPA throughout their course of study. But over all it is a funny
lay out as .lobs ahead.com says, fantastic account coming straight from heart -
fantastic pace.... You’re bound to fall in love with the characters in the novel....”.

This novel became so popular that his second creation was constructed on the
request of one of his readers. In winter 2004, the author met a young girl on a night
tram  journey. To pass the lime, she offered to tell astory. However she had the
condition that he will make it into his second book. He hesitated, but askedwhatthe
story was about. The girl said, the story was about six people working in a call center
set in one night. And now in 2005, his book “One night @ the call center” is also
gathering popularity. FPS is so popular that soon it is going to be a major film by
director Ritesh Sinha. Thus it is a must read for everybody. It is something that one
should read and relish.

* Studeni T.D.C. 2nd year. Dept, of Physics
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AN EPISTLE TO ONESELF

Keshab Anand Pegu=

ear Keshab,
This letter is an attempt to highlight
the universality of the dilemma | am made to
face these days. | have been loyal and ever
guiding since the day yourfaculty offeeling
has developed. /atn your conscience - the
small voice v~-ithin you that makes you feel
even smaller. Now, you may retort, which /
don'i think unjustified, that why on earth. |
am so eager to e.xplore what's in me and
nuike it public. Please cool down - you are
better when smiling rather than frowning. (I
have endeavoured this you are avant garde
becau.se the basic problems faced by hum anity
worldwide are all the same). Well
Very often, /am contsulied by you,
sometimes even on trivial matters - ‘Should
you go for a movie or stay hack preparing notes ? Should you go for a morning walk or is it better
to recline back after recdising, it is po.ssible to sleep another two hours ? Should you clean up your
room or decline to do so Jusifying ii will get dirty anyways later on? Would you be scolded if you
ask another 500 rupees from your parents? And etc....etc...
Frankly speaking. | have offered you the besto fadvices and helped you outto choose the better
of two options. O ften you did not listen to me but /kept on interfering in your affairs. Thank God,
you never said m ‘It's lume of your business’. /\/IVU'a_V, fVCﬂ if you .MV SO, I won't give it a damn,.

because it is very piuch of my busine.'is to monitor your activities.

HmmmIl... Keshab, | have seen ihat you are .spending sleepless nights and losing appetite as
you are lost in wild thoughts. You feel ‘her'presence everywhere and at all times. | think you are in
love. Hindi movie .~xmpioniof being in love. Bui why is thisreluctance to go ahead ?Strike the rod
when it is hot but make n hot by striking. More 'hi' and ‘hello’ during the major classes is not

enough. Calli)ig overphone just to know ‘How are you?'and to wish 'Happy Birthday'is not enough
either Speak out me.xpress xoiirself. I:nsure thatyour .sentiments are ventilated. How tfuiny times should
I tell you m 'Don't confuse between motion and progress. A rocking, chair moves but does not make
pmgress'?

Remember, loving can cost a lot but not loving always cost more. Have faith in my words. The
wheels offortune are yoked to one's destiny by endeavour, enierpri.;je and goodfaith. May cupid bestow
his grace upon your lady love. /am always with you.

So, what, even if your response is being unrequited. After all, haven't you heard the famous
words of Barry Danenberg.

Yourfadure does not necessarily mean that the cause you were fighting for, was not worth it.

* Student, T.D.C. 1styear. Dept, of English.
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he wailed and waited for the phone call. But when two years had passed by, she gave up hope and finally
had to give her consent to the marriage arranged by her parents. This was how Sushmita got married to
Bedartha, the manager of the Lakhum Tea Estate of Dibrugarh. The marriage had taken place in Guwabhati.
After her marriage she at first stayed at her in-laws’ place at the Beltola area of the city of Guwabhati.
H6wever at the end of one month she left for Dibrugarh to live along with her husband in their large
bungalow which Bedartha had gained by virtue of being the new manager of the tea estate.

Entering the bungalow' Sushmita found that it was a very we-ell furnished one. There were about
seven rooms in the bungalow, each being vcr>" spacious. In front of the bungalow was a beautiful flower
garden and at its back there w'as a kitchcn garden with a large pond in it. Besides there was a cook, a
gardener and a driver ready to render their services to {he new manager of the tea estate. Amidst such
a beautiful ambience Sushmita tried her level best to adjust herself to her new surroundings. Yet she found
that she was unable to forget her past completely. At times when she was all alone in the house, certain
memories of the past would come floating to her mind. It was during those moments she sought the
company of her dear mother with whom she shared a friendly relationship. To Sushmita her mother was
her best friend on this earth. She would confide everything to her mother in contrast to her father who
was too strict and too busy to share such a relationship with her, Her mother had advised her never to
utter a word about her past to Bedartha,

Things went on in this manner for about a month until one day, when a man by the name of Mr.
Saikia came to meet Bedartha and Sushmita. Mr. Saikia was a middle aged man of about fifty-seven years.
Entering the bungalow Mr. Saikia said -

- “Hello, | am Mr. Apurba Saikia. | live in the next house. Yesterday | came to know about you.

MERCILESS
DESTINY

Sangecta Saikia™-

So ! decide”] to pay you a visit.,”
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Mr. Saikia was warmly greeted by belli Bcdarlha and Sushmita. Mr. Saikia seemed
to be a very jully person with a very practical approach towards life. From their conversations,
Su.shmita and Bedartha learnt that Mr. Saikia lived uiih hi.s only ailing wife. Mn Saikia would
visit them regularly and in one of such visits he invited both Sushmita and Bcdartha to his house
on a Sunday for evening lea.

Thus on the following Sunday both Sushmita and Bedarlha went to Mr, Saikia’s house.
On ringing the door-bell, the door was opened by Sonu, the servani who led them to ihc silting
room. About some time later Mr. Saikia entered the room and they began their conversation
which ranged from the talk about Santaram, the garden’s homeguard to the best hotels of
Guwahati. In the middle of the conversation Sushmi(a said -

“Uncle, 1 would like to see Aunty. Where is she ?

At this, Mr. Saikia said -

“O’ my wife Makhon is confined to bed. So you will have to go (o her room,”

Mr. Saikia then led both Sushmita and Bcdartha to the bedroom in which Mrs. Saikia
lay confined to her bed. Mr. Saikia said -

- “Makhon is suffering from paralysis for the last three years. She is unable to move ihe
left side of her body, she is half dead ever since she suffered from a stroke about three years
back.”

Hearing this, both Sushmiia and Bcdartha wondered as to how' could Mr. Saikia remain
so vivacious inspile of his wife’s illness. Having entered the bedroom Sushmita and Bcdartha
saw Mrs. Saikia tying on her bed with her eyes closed. Perhaps she lay asleep. On being
awakened by her husband Mrs, Saikia opened her eyes. Mi. Saikia introduced both Bedarlha and
Sushmiia to her. Tears began to flow down her chceks. She tried to uller something but she
failed. Seeing Mr, Saikia, Sushmita too fell sad for some unknown reason and she loo began
to shed tears. Just at that moment Sonu appeared before them and said -

- “Tea is ready. Sir.”

Mr. Saikia said to Sonu

- “Take Sir and Baidew to (he dining hall. I will follow you later on, as now | have to
give medicine to Makhon.”

After silting down for tea in the dining hall b<nh Sushmiia and Bcdartha looked at each
other Both were mentally disturbed at the sight of ihc ailing Mrs. Saikia and began to sympathize
with Mr. Saikia. Jusl at thai moment Sonu began to narrate the cause of Mrs. Saikia’s illness-

“Sir and Baidew had a son who was- the apple of their eyes. This son was someone
whom they loved most dearly. He was a brilliant boy who shone in all fields, be it acadenrics,
music, sports or painting. The Saikia’s were a happy family until one day when a storm robbed
them of their precious jewel. Their son had passed his engineering exams and had even secured
a job in the United States. He had gone to the U.S. bui only never to return. On the fatal day
of September 11 Twin Tower attack, their son had gone to attend his Job for the first dme and
that was his end.”

Saying so, Sonu brought a pholo frame of the son. Sushmita was aghast at the sight of
the boy.A shock swecped into her heart making her aware of the fact, why the phone call that
she had awaited with ardent anlicipadon, had never arrived......

* Student, T.D.C. 3rd Year, Dept, of English
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A VOTE OF GONMPENOE

Priyadai'shinee

anhu dil. Tanha Safcir..iii,
Himnish sang as the campfire crackled while Abhay added another log of wood to it. Sama clapped her
hands along with Palak, and Melanie, while Nusha pulled her shawl a bil closer,

It w'as a chilling December nighl and these six people had been brought together by providencc,after
rigorous auditions in different zones of the country by a reality adventure show. They have been together
for a week. It was a hilly place and was chosen primarily for adventure games. Every Saturday, at night,
they gathered round a campfirc. They would sing and dance until the 'veto' hour would arrive. Every
weekend, under the gaze of the camera, one person would he voted out according to some set rules and
all the members vote against someone. If two-third of the majority voted against a single person, he is out
of the series. After the ‘vote out’ each member speaks infront of the camera either to explain their vote
or opinions.

Melanie was a devout Christian. But as far as the adventure series was concerned, she had notfared
wellin the games and also put to shame whoever w-as paired with her. She thought she was the most
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unpopular among her co-adventurcs. But she had ihis innocdnl sparkling eyes which looked up
and told her 'l have (he fai(h and so I can’.

Luck, as ihey say, can be somelimcs playful. So, as ihc chill made them relish ihe fire,
she couldn’t really enjoy herself. Though she had ihc confidcnce in herself, somewhere deep
down she knew she will nol be able lo make it, But as her turn came (o sing, she decided to
do so,

“Chaltc chalte, mere ye gcet yaad rakhna....” she thoughu 'What is happening u> me, why
did | choose this song? Is it a manifestation of my sub-conscious fears?' But she sang on.

Soon the voting hour arrived. The authorities of the adventure series w'ould ask everyone
to come forward, one by one and then to write down a name, against whom they would vote
on different pieccs of boards.

Melanie was the first one to be called. She closcd her eyes to connect with her Lord and
then she proceeded. A.s she walked towards a fable where lhc pen and boards were kepi, she
decided lo support herself, so she wrote Sama's name, who has been rude with everyone. Then
followed Sama, Nusha, Himnish, Paiak, Nusha and Abhas', The voting got over.

“Everytime someone has to leave us, Though we couldn't like to appear crucl, but rules
arc rules, lherefore, tonight someone has to leave us, someone has to go.... announced the
authorities, ‘And so the time has arrived for that person lo leave us. And the unlucky one is

Melanie took a deep breathe, preparing mentally to speak about her departure infront of
the camera.

‘It's,.,, SAMA. The name echoed through the misty cold air. ‘Four out of six has
against her’, they continued and then showed them the boards.

Suddenly, the winter night began to seem like summer to Melanie, She smiled, but didn’t
letthe others see it. Sama came forward, but she was not sad. She had accepted her defeat.

As Sama gave her departing speech, for the first lime. Melanie realised she w'as all
wrong. For the first time, .she looked ai her siluation from a different angle. It was true, s)}C
was nol being able to adjust with the others, but Sama was far worse. Sama feared it like
Melanie herself and this was evident from her speech. Santa had collected average points in (he
adventure games but the ‘veto' couldn't save her.

Melanie thanked Lord Christ and resolved to have a higher self-esteem from then onwards.
‘So friends, have confidence in yourself and you can congiier the world’ -- Melanie ended her

message and the director said "CUT’. And so, the episode came to an end.

* Student, T.D.C. 2nd Year. Dept, of I-'n”lish

Life goes on,,..
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H.S. Arts - 2006

3rd Position 7th Position 10th Position 10th Position
Debashree Saikia Geetimala Pathak Aniruddha Deka Ashrukona Deka

H.S. Science -2006

2nd Position 3rd Position 5th Position 6th Position 7th Position 10th Position
Monikongkona Hazanka  Anup Sarma Kaushik Das Debanga Raj Neog Chinmoy Das Kasturi Hazarika

First Class first in T.D.C. 3rd Year Examination.

7 ;N
Saiki Talukdar Nazmin Sultana Rashmi Rekha Goswami Upama Kalita
(Political Science) (Persian) (Sanskrit) (Philosophy)
Pinku Choudhury Pnyonka Kakoty Shrabanti Mukharjee Rimli Das

(Anthropology, Best Graduale in Arts (English) (Statistics) (Economics)
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Preeti Rekha Bora
Best Actres, College Week 05-06

Shantanu Roumuria
Best Supporting Actor
All AssarTi Inter College
One Act Play Corrip 2006

Jyoti Prasad Das
Best Hockey Player, 05-06

Nehru Pegu
Strong Man ofthe Year 2005-06

iKai
Prabal Jyoti Phookan Reetashree Gogoi
Best Literary Man -2005-06 Best Actres, College Week 05-06
Purabi Roy Stiantanu Vatianta
Winner,Bridal Competetion 05-06 BHAKT D(EH(T (Ii M((B(B
Bt At Gld MiHig InS (I{TmﬁFtﬂry
Ratetion YathFestive GUBSD
Joyshree Choudhury Raktim Ranjan Boruah

Chess Champion for Best Debater,
Youtti Festival G.U. 05-06,

31st Naren Sarnia, Inter College Debate'06.
Inter College Debating Chanipionship’05-06

5tti Consecutive Year

Mrigen Sharma Joy Kumar Prasad
Best Lifter. Volley Ball, 2005-06 M. Cotton, 2005-06
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