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Missing Poem

KOTONIAN
(The Cottonian)

Raimon Pegu

Koton Kolejke lusar potin
Kotonian,

Takamcm ainc ayangko bilang
Koton ancmc pu;pajarpo molang
Gene adi.tcmpc

Lo;dvpc duiyar molang,

Takam Koko.ncngcm
Pokainc Abu-Anc kvdarcm
Ainc agomcm

Rcngam turnanc

Do;yingc atdopc

Ayangko bilang,

No dvtag dvtaglo
Ainc anu anu agomcm
Anu anu Ickorcm
Lcngkan bolang,

Koton anckc avo-amma;ngcm ,
Ainc Ickorcm korbolang

Ainc ainc agomcm lukailang
Nampo:nc appunpc punmolang
Do:nyi po:lo unkampc unbolang
Karpumpuli takarpc

Lo:dvpc dorjvg dorjvgpc

Karra du:molang

Sc mo.'di.sok doidotakamcm,

Avkc dvrbv-dvrlabecm

So.man yirmancm

No du:yar moiangka
Soiyung- Pakkom alvngki
Ni:tom - kabancm banmolang,

Koton anckc amincm gvmolang
Binnc asipc biyyar molang

Vr pongkvrpc co;dvpc du;yar molang
Kotonianno.c;|i-«

Mcipang
cC# )

Mohan Chandra Mili

Aipc narc:nc okumdo
Do:nyi-po;lokc ru:ad ara:lo

Ainc Tani Ajonbulum,
Kapo-Kanganpc, mcpo-mcngapc,
Rvgsu:tungai ngo vrc-ponkvrpc.

Su:paksin mc:padag Ngo-
Kangksnnc appunki, tataponc gomugki,

Sa:rbuluk luyire, agomcm

Turnam Icgapc, Regam Icgapc,
Cotton college lok sc-mo;diso.
Kombong-po:lodok Ajon-arumki,
Kou-pakkompc lunam do:yingcm—
Oi-nitom, Anu-nitom gomsarki
Cotton ruidok appun amv:do

Nehru parkdok soman-momancm.
Ansinc asilok binam ayangcm
Lodv:pc mcpaye ngo-

Sarnc csarke, bitnc asikc dogncdcm
Sc:Asomsok tani takamio

Pv:ang molai ankuinc ayirdo.
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KANGKINSUTO

Mg. Raimon Pc:.gu
Ansv:nc a:ng gene
Lcdu mokutsunc ope;
Me: mi suto, kami suto
Cdvko lcdu mokutsul du:ji,

Pvator du;nc amigkanc tani.ya

Miglupe me:suyok

Kekon-kesakpc ka;to

Kcra.pc kato,

Nokke lottado aima.ne csarc sara.dung

Nlokkc kosagcm amme rolbomdung
Mimagcm mopa.yc
Turradu:pcmuvl,

Sc, mo;pvsc mimgmoko lotto
Mimagmola turpa.yc

Mimagvl sipa:yc,

Nokkc ngasodc bojcrungko kadung
Gvpcnam lamtc bojcrungko dung
Lcdu mokufsul,

yjpla duimvio aiyc:lang?

Do'.ying Abuki
n*ittuk pvtanc tani;ki
A,'o lcamtcki

No kangkinsuto,

Avkc opvncm, avke iryem
Av kc agomem, avkc dvrbcm
No kangkinsuto.

Life's Losses

Sujata Bhattacharjcc
M .S.C.Final year

The emptiness of today frightens me

The dark and foggy night

Synchronizes with my blues

The great losses | have suffered

Not in death but in living on

The separation of the friends whom

| held so dear

With time to become indistinct figures in day
The conscious and unconeious

Loss of passions

The childhood romance and those beautiful rela-
tionships

The betrayal of trust and sympathy

The innocence of tears shed in solitude
Beholding the heart breaking beauty

The dreams and expectations to see a different
moment

| have seen them emmble brick by brick
And more so

The loss of my younger self

The self that would be untouched
invulnerable and immortal

With each loss I've grown unknowingly

Out of the worldly morass

Into an adulthood paralysis.
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Manuscripts In Assam

Dr. Ramcharan Thakuria

iterature is a powerful medium like paint-
L ing, sculpture and architecture wherej one.
can find ample materials to study the his-
tory and culture of a given society. Literary rich-
ness depends considerably on the ancient heritage
of a particular community. Before the coming of
the printing machine people had to depend on hand-
written manuscripts for literary exercises. Assam
is a rich store-house of manuscripts, and it played
avital role in literary pursuits from the time imme-
morial. The saying like "puranam bharatam yapi
ramayanain thapiva/ likhitva pustakam datvabhukti
mukti v/~niyat"” will sufficiently prove the ricli lit-
erary tradition of ancient time.

It is stated in the Horsacarita of B~ abhatta
that the Kamrupa king Bhaskar VVarmana (7th cen-
tury A.D.) sent presents to Harsabardhana, the Idng
of Kanauj through the former's emissary
Hamsabega as token of friendship and goodwill.
Such presents included colour of cucumber along
with some writing materials made of 'bheskja’
(herbal) tree bark. He also senta 'tuli’ (writing stick)
and colour pot and some manuscripts writtei” in
'‘Agaru’ bark'. This is enough to prove that ancient
Assam had arich tradition of writing, and for that
there was abundant use of writing materials, stich
as, Agaru or saci bark (sacipat). Edward Gait, the
eminent historian, in his book A History o fAssam
gives a detail picture ofhow the sacipats are mafle.
He writes: "A tree is selected of about 15 or 16
years' growth and 30 to 35 inches in girth, meas-
ured about 4 feet from the ground. From this the
bark is removed in strips, from 6 to 18 feet Ibhg,
and from 3to 7 inches in breadth. These strips e
rolled up separately with the inner or white part of
the bark outwards, and the outer or green part in-
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side, and are dried in the sun for several days. They
are then rubbed by hand on a board, or some other
hard substance, so as to facilitate the removal of
the outer or scaly portion of the bark. After this,
they are exposed to the dew for one night. Next
morning the outer layer ofthe bark (nikari) is care-
ftilly removed, and the bark proper is cut into pieces
of a convenient size, 9to 27 inches long and 3 to
18 inches broad. These are put into cold water for
about an hour, and the alkali is extracted, after
which the surface is scraped smooth with a knife.
They are then dried in the sim for half an hour,
and, when perfectly dry, are rubbed with a piece of
burnt brick. A paste prepared from matimah
(Phaseolus radiatus) is next rubbed in, and the bark
is dyed yellow by means ofyellow arsenic. This is
followed again by sun-drying, after which the strips
are rubbed as smooth as marble. The process is
now complete, and the strips are ready".*

Like Sacipat, 'Tulapat' (made ofcotton) is an-
other kind of writing material, and the same was
abundantly used in the writing of manuscripts in
ancient Assam. It is stated in Katha-guru-carita
that Maiikaradeva, the Vaisnava saint used Tulapat
while painting for his play Cihnayatra} Besides,
tender bamboo slice, leaves of grass, similar to
'maduri' grass (Scripus tegaths), 'bhuja’ leaf, ani-
mal slice, bamboo pieces etc. were also used in the
writing of manuscripts. But Sacipat arid Tulapat
were largely used. Again, between the two SacipM
was preferred to Tulapat. No fixed rule differenti-
ated them. But it is seen that most of the valuable
royal manuscripts, important religious books, and
picutre books were written in Sacipat, while books
of considering lesser importance and personal deeds
were written in Tulapat.
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There were two classes of people, 'Likhak’
(copyist) and 'Khanikar' (sculptor), especially en-
gaged for copying works, and for this "their skilled
and artistic penmanship was so much in demand
that one scribe usually specialised in the copying
of one particular book instead ofbecoming a free-
lancer in his profession.™* Such copyists or scribes
were held in high esteem. He had to work hard,
bending their shoulders, waist and back, they were
dedicated workers, and they made every effort to
save manuscripts from decay.” Saying like
"bhimosyapi rane bharigo muninahca matibliramah/
yatha dretarntatha likhitam lekhake n”ti dus.anam™
speak for the dedication of scribes, with some ex-
ceptions here and there. Professor Dr. Maheswar
Neog once collected a manuscript of Bhakti-
mrnavfl/fsomewhere from Jorhat wherein it is writ-
ten at the end of the book that one Sri Rmnakrsna
Sarma, having failed to pay his tax to the Mouzadar
against his land-holding, had to copy the manu-
scripts of Bhakti-ratnavali, and thereby cleared his
dues. Itis written - "Sriramakgspa ohi dukliamane/
lekhilapustak ehi khajaria abihane™. Such references
make it clear that ancient Assam had a rich tradi-
tion among the people forwriting, preparing manu-
scripts, and in their preservation. Perhaps this i8
the reason as to why Assam is rich in manuscripts
and hand-written books.

Manuscripts were generally kept in the houses
of royal families, in Sattras and Namaghars, reli-
gious temples and in the houses of aristocratic peo-
ple. Copy works were also done in such places.
Our SattraHhiki-s (heads of Sattras) and other re-
ligious heads used to prepare and preserve such
manuscripts. The royal families had their even ar-
rangements for such works. The Koch kings pat-
ronised such projects of manuscripts preparation
and their preservation. They engaged professional
scribes to copy such manuscripts whenever neces-
sary. Ahom kings had their own people for such
preparations. They also eiigaged some officers to
look after_such works. Such officers were known
as Gondhiya Bania and likhakar Barua who su-
pervised such manuscript preparation as their offi-
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cial duties.® Koch king Namafayana, Sri Durlabh
Narayana, the kiiig of Kamata, and Ahom kings
like Rudrasingha, ivasingha and Rajeswarsingha
were famous f<¥ their benign patronage in such
works. Such manuscripts iriclude inter alia
HasStividySfrlava, Ghordniddn and many histori-
cal accduilts. The Sattra institutions preserved
manuscripts ofKIrtan-ghosa, Ddsama, Kamayma,
Mahabharata, Ndfna-ghosa, Bhugavata, RatnUvali

erence. Even Bargfts and Aiikiyanats are also found
in the coffers of the Sattras. One can find a good
number ofmanuscripts of Bhagavata, DasWa, and
other valuable writings in the ancienttemples. Even
in the houses of sonie leading men of status one.
can find agood number ofvaluable writings in their
custody. Such people, every family preserved not
only the religious scriptures but also books of
grammers, medicine and mantras. Besides, Sanskrit
a good number of Tai rrianuscripts are available in
Assam. Sanskrit books are found in Assamese
scfiptsj while Tai books are in Tai scripts. In view
ofthe styles used in those manuscripts one can trace
three categories of scripts : (1) Gadgam, (2)
KdithelJ or Lahkan and (3) Bamumyd. Gadgana
Scriptis simple and straight, while the Kaitheli script
is very artistic, clean and wavy, also known as
Lahkarfin Kamrup. The Bamuniya script, on the
other hand, istortuous (resembling Devanagari,Old
Bengali and Maitheli), These scripts generally could
be seen in the manuscripts found in Goalpara and
Kamrup.

Other writing materials included 'Kap' (pen),
’Akmki’ (scale) and 'Bindhwna' (borer), and 'Mohi'
(ink) was made of Silikha, cow urine and some
other stuffs. Noted historian Benudhar Sarma has
written as to how ink was prepared in ancient As-
sam. Sarmasays: "Ashes ofthe cooking pot, ashes
of Bara-rice7cow urine, Silikha, mango bark etc.
are boiled in abig canttron. Boiled liquid is kept in
an clay pot, exposed to dew. The liquid stuff that
oozes from out ofthe clay pot make the ink during
the time. Such ink is indeliable. Often some kind
ofcheap ink is also to be found in use by the scribes.
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When such ink loses its gloss and get blurred in
course of time people use to overwrite on the
blurred portions to preserve the valuable manu-
scripts.

People were not always satisfied with their
writing alone. They often took to decorate their
writings by painting around. Such painted writings
could be seen in the manuscripts found in royal
houses as well as in religious houses like Sattras.
Manuscripts of this category include
Hastividyarnava (by Sukumar Barkath),
Dharmapurana (by Kaviraj Dvija), "*AnandalLahari
(by Ananta Acarya), Gita-govinda and Sankhasur-
badha (by Kaviraj Cakravarti), Lava-Kusa”®
Yuddha (by H”bar Vipra), Darrang Rajbamsavali
(by Suryakhari Baivsigfisi), Cahapart Upakhyana
(by Dwijafama) and Anadi-patana and A™Namz
skandha Bhdgavata (by Saijkaradeva). Moreover,
many pictorial books were found in the different
Sattras of Assam. For example, 8arikaradeva's
Da”am-skandha Bhagavata was found in the Bali
Sattra of Nagaon. Similarly, Banamtli-carita of
Ramakanta Dija, KumM-haraiia of Ananta
Kayastha, Udyog parvan Mahabharata of
Ramasaraswati, Nama-gho~d of Madhavadeva,
SrlbHagavata Matsya-carita of Nityananda
Kayastha and Sundara-£anda and Ldnka-kanda
Ramayana of Madhava Kandali are some of the
examples of this category. Professor Dr. Suryya
Kumar Bhuyan writes on these pictorial books :
"The skill of a painter was generally re4uisitioned
to decorate the labours of perraianship. The scribe
was sometimes a painter himself; and if niot, a regu-
lar painter supplemented the work ofthe Iranscriber
by sketching appropriate pictures on spaces left
blank for the purpose. The epics were generally
illustrated, specially those prepared for the enter-
tainment of princes, nobles and the principal
Gosains. When pictures could not be inserted, il-
luminated margins occasionally made up the defi-
ciency. 8

Assam undoubtedly had irmumerable valuable
manuscripts, but nobody can say anything regard-
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ing the total number of manuscripts and the number
of manuscripts found and lost. In Assam no com-
prehensive catalogue of such manuscripts are there
till today. Nor is there any history on the matter.
Secondly, perhaps due to the tropical climate of
Assam and also due to people's ignorance about
the art of preserving them many valuable manu-
scripts from the beginning till the middle part of
Vai8navite era were lost. Many such manuscripts
are also lost because of flood, storm, fire, and natu-
ral calamities, while many ofthem are damaged by
negligence of the descendants, while ants, rats,
cockroaches, and thieves. The given sloka gener-
ally added to the end or the beginning of many old
manuscripts will speak on the point: "caufat raksa
jalat raksa raks.a sainslath vandhanat / ~ubhyah
narahastebhyah ebam vadati pustika" //. Foreign
invaders also took away a good number of valu-
able manuscripts . For lack of scientific preserva-
tion and also for lack of patronage many such manu-
scripts were lost and damaged. Mahamaho-
padhyaya Dr. Ganganath Jha, in his presidential ad-
dress in the All India Oriental Conferance, held in
Madras, spoke on the ill-fated state of our hand
written manuscripts. He stated: "India is subject
to such ravages of fire and water that each year we
are losing in the shape of manuscripts, burnt or
washed or crumbled away, an amount oftreasure,
which could not be replaced in future even at the
expenditure of millions of rupees ; and the cal-
lousness which the public displays towards this
would be appalling anywhere else except in this
unfortunate country.His remarks states the ill-
fated condition of the handwritten manuscripts as
well as their need for preservation . The same re-
mark can be applied in case ofthe Old manuscripts
in Assam . In Assam no serious and sincere at-
tempt is made to preserve the Old manuscripts from
total decay . However, from the last part of 19th
century people like Rev. Nathan Brawn, Sir Edward
Gait, Sir Archdel, and Pandit Hemchandra
Goswami did considerable labour and collected a
good number of manuscripts. However, credit goes
singularly to Hemchandra Goswami for whose
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untiring efforts institutions like Kamarupa
Anusandhan Samiti was formed, subsequently fol-
lowed by the institutions like the Department of
Historical and Antiquarian Studies, Assam State
Museum, Gauhati University, Dibrugarh Univer-
sity, Assam Sahitya Sabha, Bardowa VaTsnavaUni-
versity andNalbari Sanjiwani Sabha. Such institu-
lions are doing their best as regards collection and
preservation of such manuscripts. Mimuscripts are
open to threat chiefly by dust, light and mites. In
the past manuscripts were kept in wooden boxes
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placed over the fireside or in the wooden/ bamboo
ceilings, believing that fire smoke and heat kept
them unaffected by ants and mites.Manuscripts
preserved this Way do not last beyond 500 years.
Numerous manuscripts lying scatterd throughout
Assam are not being preserved in the best modem
Way. Hence, the latest modem techniques should
be taught and used to preserve these manuscripts
which document the achievments and the variety
ofthoughts and feelings of our predecessors.

REFERENCES

‘agaru valkalalpita sancayani subhasita bhanji pustakani';

1
2. Appendix - D, p.375. ed.2,1962

3. Katha-guru-caritdL, ed. U.C.Lekharu, p. 36
4

Dr. S.K.Bhuyan," A Note of Assamese Manuscripts' ~Descriptive Catalogue of Assamese Manuscripts,

1930, p. XV

bhagnaprstha katigfiva stabdha drsti drta brata/ yatnen likhitam pusti putravat pratipalayet //

Hiteswar Barbarua's "Note on Buranji', published in 5aW,ed.l4,p.237

‘A Note On Assamese Manuscripts', Descriptive Catalogue of Assamese Manuscripts, 1930, Sm. XVII

5
6
7. See Asamiya SanjkrJi, ed. H.Neog and L. Gogoi, 1966, p. 155
8
9

Quoted from 'A Note On Assamese Manuscripts', Descriptive Catalogue o fAssamese Manuscripts, 1930,

p. XXVI

AAN

-AAr



-AATr

AATr-

FOREIGN
POLICY

Rajen BorLiah

"n the month of May,'98, the "Buddha smiled"
for the second time and we proved to the world
_-ournuclear capability. Butthe subsequent eco-
nomic sections have defmitly affected our economy.
GDP growth rate slowed down, industrial growth
rate is falling, inflation rate is going to touch the
two-digit mark etc.

Another shocking matter is the recent devel-
opment of Sino-US economy and defence ties.
China's increasing dominance over the South-east
Asian region has set alarm bells ringing in India.
India's influence over this region seems to be de-
creasing.

The US has proposed that the UN security
council should be expanded to have ten parmanent
members. Two of the new seats should go to Ger-?
many and Japan. Three additional seats should go
to developing countries from Asia, Africaand Latin
America. India is also a strong bidder for a pef-
manent seat. India is the largest democracy in the
world and its role towards keeping peace and
tranquility world-over is well-known. So consid-
ering these as the criterion for a permanent seat,
India deserves it. But the passage for India no
longer remains smooth. India would not have la-
mented now if it had accepted the US proposal in
1955. In 1955 US proposed that India should have

a permanent seat in place of China, but India de-
clined. Our leaders, including the Prime Minister
Jawharlal Nehru, sticked to the "Hindi Chini bhai-
bhai" and Nehru himselfdeclared from the soil of
Chinathat "we can't accept this, as it world be un-
fair to a great country like China not to be in the
SC. India is not anxious to enter the SC at this
stage”. Subsequently China made it with the help
of the US in 1971 and now shar'.L equal power
with the other permanent members in the UN's
decision-making.

India learnt its mistake ofadherence to a soft
policy towards Chinain early 1950. China brutally
invaded Tibet claiming it was part of "Greater
China". Nehru was confused. In November 1959
the Dalai Lama fled to India bag and baggage.
China urged India to accept China's right over
Tibet. But India refused and Nehru proclaimed
"China has suzerainity over Tibet, not
sovereignity”. Thus the so called bhai -bhai bond
ended there and resulted in the Chinese invasion
of 1962. It is known to all that India was com-
pelled to go to Washington, begging for help. Now
if India could side with the erstwhile Soviet Un-
ion in its illegal occupation of Afghanistan, then
why not the same India accept China's claim over
Tibet? Didn't we occupy Hyderabad from the
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Nizam by our military might? Didnot we occupy
the state of Junagadh from its Nawab? If China
can accept our claim over these occupied territo-
ries, then why not we resort to the same policy
towards China?

After partition, Pakistan suffered a severe in-
ternal turmoil. Dissatisfaction among various Is-
lamic communities grew up. Mujibur Rahmen led
the movement and raised the demand for a sover-
eign East Pakistan. He begged for India’s help and
without weighing the pros and cons, we sent our
military forces there and liberated East Pakistan
(now Bangladesh) in 1971. We still observe the
day as "Vijay Divas". Now similar turmoil is go-
ing on in our own homeland. The secessionist
groups viz. JKL.F, ULFA, NSCN etc are running
armed struggles for sovereignity. Itis obvious that
the Pakistani intelligence agency ISl is fostering
these movements iuid even training the outfits. Now
India is urging Piikistan to stop this psuedo-war
and sometimes threatens them to face severe con-
sequences. Butisn't India itselfresponsible for the
present day turmoils ? Did not we once interfere in
Pakistan's internal matter and even partition it into
two separate states ? Now India must get ready to
pay each penny for our own past mistakes.

The Afghans and Indians were very close to
one another for centuries. Even after the forma-
tion of Islamic Pakistan, Kabul had  better rela-
tions with New Dellii than Islamabad. In 1978,
when Atal Behari Vajpayee the then Foreign Min-
ister, visited Kabul the then President, Amin told
him "Let us have a secret pact, you take one part
of Pakistan and we take the other part". He was
refering to North West Frontier Province (NWFP).
It is just one example of our good relations with
the Afghans. But the relation nose-dived in 1980
when we sided with the then Soviet Union at the

time ofthe invasion of Afghanistan. They fek be-
trayed. Only one voice was heard from Kabul:
"How could you do so, you have been our friends".
Since then India has not been able to win back the
Afghans.

Itis rather bitter to hear that most of our poli-
cies are directed towards seeking mere political gain
and little attentions is paid to national interests. In
the seventies, the demand for an independent Ealam
(state) for the Hindu Tamils residing in Sri Lanka
took the form of violence. Indian Tamils also ex-
tended support to their cause and persuaded the
then P.M. Indira Gandhi to help the Lankan Tamils.
Indira took it as an opportunity for accumulating
popularity among the Indian Tamils. And it is an
open secret that India harboured and nurtured the
Tamil rebels and proliferated them with sophisti-
cated arms and ammunhion. The result is obvious
: Assasination of Rajiv Gandhi and pushing Sri
Lanka away from our age-old friendly ties.

Later, due to the endeavour of Rajiv Gandhi,
PV Narashimha Rao and mainly due to the Guijral
doctorine our relations with the Chinese was be-
coming better. Even the Presidents and Prime Min-
isters of both the countries visited each other. But
after and before the Pokhran nuclear implosions,
the uproar of our Defence Minister, George
Fernandes maligned the entire process.

Therefore India should maintain restraint and
should be very cautious in our own policy-mak-
ing rather than blaming others, Now we have few
countires to stand beside us at the time of need.
Even our neighbour have started supporting the
cause ofChina. So it sufficientand necessary meas-
ures are not taken immediately, India will soon
convert to an Israel of the East.

Rajen Baruah is a student of T.D.C. 2ndyr. (Physics)
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Against
the Current
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Nuclear Policy

hutfor different reasons

Monikut Sharma

"0 other country in this world has suf-fered
so much, in terms of men, money, materi
als, prestige and position in the Comittee

this 'disputed’ territory, which was seriously af-
fected the battle preparedness of some of the fin-
est regiments in the army, maintenance ofan armed

of nations and what not, due to a lopsided prefeutpost at the highest battlefield in the world at

ence for idealism over ground realities, and for eth-
ics over realpolitik. So much so that even when
our soverignity itseft was threatened ( which hap-
pened on anumber of occassions) we had io face a
moral dilemna of either sticking to our idealistic
stands or taking recourse to realistic action. And
this dithering in the moments of crisis has cost the
nation dearly, subjecting future generations to suf-
fer the cumulative consequences ofthe earlier ac-
tions.

In 1947, India ( read Nehru ) back packed
from a winning position in the war over Kashmir
and futher complicated matters by foolishly hand-
ing over the issue to the United Nations. The con-
sequences ofthat blunder are now clearly evident.
Pakistan's devious methods of sending in hordes
of irregulars to take over the territory were over
looked and it was India, and not Pakistan, which
found itselfinthe dock. The costly proxy war over

more than 365 crores of rupees a year plus a huge
casualty rate due to both climatic conditions and.
enemy gunfire, are some ofthe 'fruits’ of the blun-
der of 1947. On the other hand, Pakistan with the
likes of Sir Mohd. Zafhillah Khan, Shahabzada
Yakub Khan and Gohar Ayub skilfully articulat-
ing their country's stand, has managed to more or
less involve the western powers on its side in its
agenda of India baiting over the years. The two
basically enjoy a symbiotic relationship on this is-
sue as on one hand, it has enabled Pakistan with
its feudal set-up, extreme inequalities in the dis-
tribution of wealth and income, and a largely
heterogenous society rife with ethnic tensions and
seeped in medieval practices - from breaking up
into smaller pieces, especially as it's rationale for
a separate homeland for Muslims was lost after a
larger portion ofthe Muslims in the sub-continent
preferred to stay in India rather than move over to
Pakistan, and the carving out of Bangladesh from
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East Pakistan. On the other hand, the western na-
tions have used the Kashmir issue as an effective
weapon to browbeat. India on raatters of interna-
tional significance - especially where India's prin--
cipled stand on each matters had left many red
faces in their ranks. Mention may be made of the
linkage of human rights to economic issues and
the dragging in of the Kashmir issue into this hu-
man rights plank to curtail the effects of India's
stand on these issues.

Then againthere is the Chinese problem. For
years, Indiaignored the warning signals from across
the Me Mohan line - the aimexation of Tibet, the
military buildup on the Indo-Tibet border, infiltra-
tion of Chinese agents into the border areas and
even the Chinese occupation ( Avithout firing a sin-
gle shot) ofthe Tnagla ridge in erstwhile NEFA,
after crossing in through our virtually unguarded
border - so that when the war broke out in 1962
India had been effectively ambushed by its sup-
posed "Chini Bhais" in its own backyard. The
humilating military defeat of our ill-eqipped, un-
der armed forces had the effect of commiting some
of the best Indian regiments (who had earned a
number of laurels in such theatres ofwar as Burma,
Cambodia, Normandy etc.) to the guillotine . In-
dia's image as a pathbreaker amongst newly freed
nations and its growing stature in the world com-
munity in forces such as the NAM and the com-
monwealth was stunted after this fiasco.

The main purpose of devoting so much of
space to the abovementioned cases is that our cur-
rent nuclear policy should be analysed in the light
ofour earlier stands and their resultant effects. This
assumes significance because never before had a
central government, directly or indirectly, hinted
atearlier lapses in formulating the national agenda
on matters ofvital interest. Ifanything was amiss,
it was quickly hushed up - a fact demonstrated by
the banning of Brigadier Jotin Paul Dalvi's " The
Himalayan Blunder" which analysed the Indian
army's 'most crushing militaiy defeat' in 1962.

The current nuclear policy ofthe government

AAN

presents a departure from earlier tunes or it repre-
sent a strident step to address our security con-
cerns in defiance, and not deferrence, of the so-
called opinion of the international community
(manufactured and packaged by a few powerful
nations). But it is a different matter altogether how
far it has succeeded in addressing its security con-
cems.

When we talk about the current nuclear policy,
it basically refers to three things - the tests, the
declaration ofthe unilateral moratorium on further
such tests and the negotiations with the all-power-
flil United States of America on this nuke issue but
which boils down to removal of barriers on trans-
fer of dual -use technology in lieu of India signing
the CTBT which it had all along rejected as dis-
criminatory.

The tests on May 11 and 13 have indicated
what was by and large an open secret, especially
after the publication ofbooks like "Critical Mass."
Ifthe solitary test in 1974 demonstrated India's ca-
pacity to detonate a nuclear device then Pokharan
- 1l has proved India's capacity to carry on a lim-
ited nuclear war. The test in 1974 was not enough
to be war-worthy as it was more or less an explo-
sion carried out as per laboratory specifications.
The war-head capacity has been achieved only af-
ter the second round oftesting. The blasting of the
hydrogen bomb has exploded the asinine aspersions
cast by certain western powers on India's capacity
to detonate such a device. The explosion of the
sub-kiloton devices reveal a technological break-
through achieved by very few nations, and the data
from these tests would help in computer simula-
tion of further tests. But the big question is how
have these tests helped our defence preparedness
and defence capabilities especially when our secu-
rity threats are factored in? The government main-
tains that Shakti-1-V have enable the countr}* to
maintain a credible minimum deterence, but
ground realities speak other-wise. And before pro-
ceeding further, it would be worthwhile to men-
tion that our nuclear capability on the warfront
cannot, and should not be viewed separtely from



the conventional military strength, and weaknesses
ofthe country.

Any nuclear device is at best an exhibit in
the absence of a delivery system. India has, at
present, two forms of delivery systems - ballistic
missiles and aircraft. Amongst the two surface-
to-surface nuclear capable ballistic missiles, the
user trials of the intermediate range Agni missile
have not been completed. The short-range Prithvi
has, however been deployed. But the liquid
prepellant used in these missiles is highly corro-
sive. This was one of the main reasons why the
army sealed down its order from 100 to 30 Prithvi
missiles.Deployment necessitates a ‘convoy' con-
sisting of fiiel trucks, supply and laimch vehicles
which render them cumbers one as units. Fuelling
normally takes between 1hour to 90 minutes which
drastically increases reaction time reducing their
worthiness in battle. Besides such a cumbersome
unit is highly vulnerable to enemy aircraft.

Two categories ofwarplanes namely the Mi-
rage- 2000 and the Sukhoi - 31 aircraft “e capa-
ble of carrying nuclear arms. Many of the former
are lying idle due to the stoppage in the supply of
spare parts from France and the maintenance crews
have had to 'carmibalise’parts from other such air-
craftto keep a minimum number ofthem airborne.
11 out of a total order of 40 Su- 31 aircraft have
been delivered. The delivery of the remaining 29
aircraft has been halted following the stoppage in
the supply of key components of the aircraft like
avioquir and electronicjamming equipment ( which
are manufactured in France and lIsrael) after the
recent nuclear tests. 11 Su - 31 aircraft are hope-
lessly outnumbered in view of the F - 16 squad-
rons (Falcons) arrayed against India in Ae airbases
in and around Karachi or the significant number of
their own brethren deployed in the Chinese airbases
in Tibet from among the 200 odd Su - 31s pro-
cured by China from Russia. Again, the much
wanted submarine launched cruise missile named
‘Sagarika' is still in the conceptual sta”e. Even af-
ter George Famandes 'inflammatory’ remarks (call-
ing a spade a spade amounts to being inflamma-
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tory now a days) listing China as India's enemy
number 1, we do not have a single delivery system
that can reach Beijing, the strategic military manu-
facturing research centre cum test - range at Lop -
Nor, or most ofthe industrial bases in China. Itis
in these circumstances, that this concept of deter-
rence, in India's case, become redundant.

The tests could have been delayed until a
proper delivery system had been installed. The
wrong timing of these tests has harmed our mili-
tary establishment in many other ways.

There had been preliminary talks with Russia
over the transfer of an advanced -detection - and -
warning system to India. Such a system, with the
use of satellites and other fancy hardware is far
superior to the AWACs (Airborne Warning and
Central Systems) systems currently available with
one of our overtly hostile neighbours, and has the
capacity to not only monitor movement ofaircraft,
but also detect missiles on the lines of those used
by the US in its strikes on Afganistan and Sudan.
Such a system would have superbly complemented
our nuclear arsenal. But with the US pressuring
Russia to halt all military co-operation with India,
and the not so recent example of Russia cancel-
ling the sale ofa Cryogenic engine to India on US
pressure still a fresh in our minds, it looks a distant
dream ifnota distinct impossibility ofsuch atrans-
fer of advanced systems to India.

The timing of the tests has also pushed back
the completion data of the LCA (Light Combat
Aircraft) project which would have been com-
pleted two years from now. A senior scientist test-
ing the indigenously designed 'Kaveri' engine in
the laboratories of General Electric Corp. and who
was ordered to pack his bags after the nuclear tests
said the engine would have been ready in 4
months. The LCA is an extremely crucial part of
our airforce as it has had to make do with an age-
ing fleet of Mig -21 s and and Mig -23s, for such
duties. Other defence projects which have been
seriously affected include the ALH (Advanced
Light Helicopter) project which is very important
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in low intensity conflict. Lastly, the army has had
to incur a shortfall in its inventory for the main
Battle Tanks (MBTSs). The indigenously developed
Aijun tank is powered by a General Electric (GE)
engine and its Hydro-pneumatic suspension unit
(HSU) suspension uses a German seal supply both
ofwhich have been stopped after the nuclear tests.
The least our establishment could have done was
to stockpile on spares so that crucial sectors in our
weaponry need not have been affected by the curbs.

The biggest fallout, experts opine, has been
on the economic front. There has been a fallout on
the economic frontbut whether it has been the 'big-
gest' is a debatable point. A lot has been said, writ-
ten and debated about the sanctions imposed upon
the country inthe post-Pokharan Il period. 1t would
be futile to add any more to that. But both the pro-
ponents and opponents ofthe current nuclear policy
should realise that in the post-globalisation era,
where economic wars and economic pressures have
generally replaced militarist means as a tool for
seeking leverage, powers committed to maintain-
ing a global oligarchy with the P-5 and G-8 na-
tions were bound to react in the way they did after
India initiated the process (which culminated in the
Chagai tests) which pricked a hole in their almighty
platform. The Asian crisis, from which India re-
mained more or less unaffected by, presented a
golden opportunity to pull our economy out of re-
cession which had folowed the micro-boom
brought about by the bubble of FDIS (Foreign Di-
rect Investments) in the early nineties, which again
were brought in by the reform measures initiated
or forced by the macro-economic crisis of 1990-
91. Once this bubble burst, the economy slid from
a growth rate of 7% off GDP to a mere 5 %. If
there were any doubts about the present coalitions
rather slim think tank on economic issues then the
reaction, or rather the inaction, to the Asian crisis
have removed them completely.

The crisis which has engulfed some of the so
called 'economic tigers' in the region has seen a
rapid fall in the value of their currencies even to

the tune of 80% of their value. Knee jerk reac-
tions have included dumping of goods both inter-
mediate and otherwise in the international mar-
ket. Like Taiwan, India could have used these
cheap intermediate products to reduce production
costs at home in case of industries using dearer
intermediate products. The crisis has prevented
many of these countries from being able to meet
their quotas in the European and American mar-
kets. Wherever possible, Indian merchants could
have exploited the situation by offering our goods
to tide over the shortfalls. These two measures
would have resulted in a situation where we would
have been maniifacturing in local currencies and
selling in terms of dollars thereby boosting our
profit margins. European and American goods
have became unaffordable in these crisis hit coun-
tries. Indian goods, with their cheaper prices, could
have given these costlier products a run for their
money. Lastly, Indian Buisnesses could have used
the sinking real estate prices to gain a greater foot-
hold in these economies expanding their scale of
operations.

The Asian crisis has had ripples around the
globe. Therefore in such a situation as mentioned
above, countries which have slapped economic
sanctions on us would have had to think thrice be-
fore taking such steps as they themselves would
then have been hard-hit by such measures.

With a resurgant economy to fall back upon,
we could have bled the Pakistani economy dry with
a SDI ( Strategic Defence Initiative) type pro-
gramme of our own. Their economy is already
limping due to the sanctions after the Chagai tests.
Any further series of tests on our part - nuclear,
ballistic missiles etc - would have forced similar
measures on their part (as their national psyche is
primed inthat way against us) which their economy
could not have sustained. An economically bank-
rupt Pakistan, embargoed by military sanctions
wolud have been rendered impotent in sustaining
awar with India. With the possibility of large scale
riots in Pakistan in such a situation, it would have



been a nice position for us to address issues of
mutual importance - like the Kasiimir issue, the
proxy war fought there, Pak support for funda-
mentalist and insurgent groups in our country and
so on and so forth. But alas! that was not to be.
Some sceptics might argue that a cold blooded nu-
clear strike on India might have been a distinct
possibility, but tlieir military establisliment is domi-
nated by generals who have show'n themselves to
be persons of sound judgement and logic. The de-
structive potential of the retaliatory strikes by In-
dia would have scuttled such a move.

Again with the economic card in their own
hands., India could have gone on with a subsequent
series of tests with intervals in between. By con-
ducting the nuclear tests in May, India has secured
a leverage with the US - which has shifted its
goalpost and has stressed upon "non deployment”
from its earlier stand of insisting upon India keep-
ing no nucleai' weapons. This is because the Indian
and Pakistani nuclear tests have burnt a hole in the
American plank of maintaining an exclusive club
of five nuclear wepon states (NSWS). This has
dented the US's tough and effective image. Sec-
ondly the CTBT is now at Indias mercy. The pas-
sage of the CTBT through the Congress depends
a lot upon Indias signing now that it has become a
de-facto nuclear power. And President Clinton, or
rather the American establishment is keen lo show
the CTBT as one of its greatest diplomatic coups
ever: It is unlikely that the Congress can be pur-
sued to ratify this treaty in the absence of India or
Pakistan or both signing it, 7'hus the leverage
strategic experts opine that India should secure
more leverage by conducting more missile tests
and going ahead with its weaponisation pro-
gramme. How concerned the US establishment is
about the safe passage ofthe CTBT can be gauged
from the fact that the National Security Adviser to
Clinton, Mr. Sandy Berger, had met Nawab Sharif
before the start of the UN general assembly this
year to extract a promise from him that he w'ould
speak positive about the treaty.

But the scenario that is evolving vis - a - vis

India is that of a modem day Kumbhakaran who
has been jost led out of sleep and who,after the
initial fuss goes back to sleep once again.

The unilateral moratorium announced by
Prime Minister Atal Biharj Vajpayee is seen more
as a capitulation to the pressure tactics exerted
upon the country by the US and its allies. One can-
not have the best of two worlds. Since it has shed
its nuclear ambiguity and is on the other side ofthe
disarmament brigade, India should not present a
fossilised mindset based on its pre-test days. Since
it is bound to suffer the consequences of the puni-
tive measures, it should have "gone all the way"
opine defence strategists. This does not mean that
India should discard its argument for the time-
bound elimination of nuclear weapons, but its
present stand resembles a man balancing himself
on two separate boats with equally risky conse-
quences. Defence strategists are also skeptical of
the outcome of the Talbot - Jaswant Singh talks.
The Indian side has insisted upon the removal of
baiTiers on dual use technology in lieu of India sign-
ing the CTBT. But these curbs have been in place
for 25 years now* - since 1974, and India has man-
aged its nuclear programmes inspite of these curbs.
Such a trade off it seems would benefit the US.
The US on its part does not want to folow a policy
of what it teims as "rewarding a proliferator" as it
might encourage other nations to gatecrash the
global non- proliferation regime. Even iftliese were
not enough, the talks have only bolstered the be-
lief that there can.be no deal on core issues like
ensuring a level playing field with nuclear weapon
states CNSWs). Therefore, India should open more
avenues to continue the dialogue with the US and
ensure a better, stronger lobby in Capitol hill to
propogate the Indian agenda.

The current nuclear policy is also flawed be-
cause the Government undertook it without doing
any homework on the probable implications------

measures like throwing open the mining sec-
tor lo foreign companies to counter the forex
crunch brought about by sanctions thereby killing
the ruling BJP,s own agenda of'Swadeshi' bolster
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this belief. Secondly, the iniHammatory remarks of
certain key leaders ofthe Government linking the
Indian nuclear areas to the Kashmir problem have
achieved within 5 days what Pakistani, Kashmir
strategists could not achieve in 50 years -interna-
tionalisation of the Kashmir issue. Even a long-
time friend like Nelson Mandela more or les;s toed
the Pakistani line ofthird party mediation to break
the Kashmir imbrogolio in the recently concluded
NAM summit at Durban. No wonder then that
some of these BJP leaders have been compared to
drunken drivers on mountain highways.

Majorpolicy decisions ofthe country, it ssems
have been crisis driven responses. The reform meas-
ure in the economy followed the macro - economic
crisis of 1990 - 91; the nuclear weaponisation pro-
gramme during Rajiv Gandhi's tenure were a re-
suh borne out of border skirmishes between Lidia
and China and the Pakistani nuclear weaponisation
progamme ; even Pokharan | of 1974 was in re-
sponse to the covert US nuclear blackmail during
1971 Bangladesh war. The cun*ent nuclear policy
too is no different. Tilings perhaps would have been
different if the country had heeded the prophecies

ofits visionaries: Sardar Patel's warning of future
repercussions ifthe whole of Kashmir was not taken
over by India; Patel again propagating the need
for a independent Tibet to act as a buffer between
India and China; or Homi Bhaba, who according
to one of hisjunior collegues, wanted to detonate
a nuclear device way back in 1957 but was
thwarted by Nehru - just imagine India’s stature
had that been allowed to happen. India would not
have had to beg for a nuclear weapon state (NSW)
status from the US: 1962 need not have happend.
Perhaps India., and not China would have been
the fifth member of the Security council. The re-
ality alas, has been different.

What do the coming days have in store for
us? What direction will the current nuclear policy
take?What will it lead us to ? | do not have any
answers. | do not have the courage to venture any
opinions. But two things are certain; one, political
and economic issues have became viritually syn-
onymous in the post globalisation era and two, the
21st century will be the era of the bold and the
daring, an era where the slogan "Jai Vigyan™ will
assume great significance.

Monikut Sarma is a student of T.D.C. 3rdyear (Arts).




eorge Bernard Shaw, whom we know as

a great English playwrighter was one of

the greatest thinkers, writers, critics, re~
formers and philosophers of the late nineteenth and
early twentith century. Jt is his own credit to be-
come so famous a man, all the world over, even
being the son of a joke-telling -drunkard. Of
course, his mother's sweet singing voice had a great
impact upon him in becoming a music critic.

After dropping off from his school at fifteen
years of his age, Shaw started his service as a cash-
ier at a landlord's office in Dublin. At the age of
twenty, he left for London and started to take up
his career as a novelist, in which he was unsuc-
cessful. Thereafter, he began to as critic of music
artand for periodicals, like the'Pali Mall Gazette’,
“The Star’, “The Saturday Review’ etc. Then Shaw
published his first book of criticism, The quintes-
sence of Ibsenism’, a manifesto celebrating the
socially conscious drama of Henric Ibsen. By his
mid-thirties, he had become a well known art, lit-
erary and music critic through his reviews for the
London periodicals,

Shaw was a Fabian, In fact, it was during his

late twenties that he joined the ‘Fabian Society’
and he discovered the economic and political theo-
ries of Karl Marx. After going through these theo-
ries, he studied the contemporary social, economic,
political and moral problems ofhis society. He ana-
lysed those problems critically and tried to find
out solutions and remedies for them. His writings
included the analysis of those problems and tlius
he got involved with the social problems more and
more.

The publication of his The Quintessence of
Ibsenism in 1891 proclaimed the need for a ‘new
drama’ of social ideas, and Shaw took up
playwriting in 1892. By the time of his death, he
wrote forty-seven full-length plays promoting his
ideas and opinions about economics, politics, so-
ciety, morality, religion, marriage, science, philoso-
phy and literature. Most ofhis plays are comedies,
which engage in lively debates that illustrate
Shaw's beliefs in “free vitalit>" and the ‘life-force’
as the primary sources of ‘creative evolution’
within human beings and their social institutions.

Shaw was a man with a proformed zeal for
reforming his society, the conventional social sys-



tems. beliefs and acts of men. He tried to do it
through his lectures, his reviews for periodicals and
through his plays. So, all his plays display an at-
tack on one or the other aspect of the morality of
his contemporary society. For example, in his
“Devils Disciple' and ‘The sherving of Blanco
Posent’ he attacks me current religious bcMliefs of
the times. In John Bull's other Island he has at-
tacked in good humour some ofthe English as well
as Irish prejudices, 'Doctor's Dilemma, is an at-
tempt at criticising the conventional medical pro-
fession. ‘Candida’ and *Getting-Married' are at-
tempts to satirise the mamage system, prevalent
in English society of his days. ‘PygmallioiV is a
brilliant, humorous and wriity study of the con-
temporary conventions. “Man of Destiny* deals
with the life of Napolen. In ‘Man and Superman'
Shaw has satirised the old and conventsional ro-
mantic concept of love. With so great a contnbu-
tion to literature he was able to recieve the nobel
prize for literature in the year of 1925, not much
late then the publication of his first play.

The prefaces to each and every play of Shaw
dealt with the expansion of his ideas, thoughts and
beliefs. By means ofthese prefaces, which some-
times were as long as the plays themselves, Shaw'
used his incisive prose style to explicate his char-
acters, plots, themes as well as to gain a wider au-
dience for his ideas. Inhis lengthy *Preface to Major
Barbara’ Shaw provides a detailed historical and
philospophical rationale for ‘the gospel of Andrew
Undershaft’ as well as a sustained attack on the
weaknesses of the ‘Salvation Army’ and of popu-
lar Christianity in meeting the needs o f ‘real life’.
In the ‘Preface to Back to Methusaleh’ Shaw ha;
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listed the subjects dealt with by him in his plays -
“1tried slum landlordism, doctrainaire. Fair Love
(pseduo-lIbsenism), prostitution, militarism, mar-
riage, histoiy, cuiTent-politics, natural Chrisdan-
ity, national and individual character, paradoxes
of conventional sociaty, husband hunting, ques-
tions of conscience, professional delusion and im-
postures, all worked into a series of comedies of
manners in classic fashion.......... " In the 'preface
to Man and Superman’, Shaw has defined a
revolutionist as 'one who desires to discard the
existing social order and trier another.' Thus, it is
seen that the prefaces to his plays were equally
important and effective as the plays themselves.

Shaw was a social reformer. He tried to dis-
place the inequality among rich the and poor, by
reforming the contemporar>' economic system
prevelant in his society. He opposed the encour-
agement of begging profession, slavery, prostitu-
tion etc. His lectures in public places influenced
people in this respect.

Shaw was a philosopher. He had practical
outlook towards life. He knew that the teachings
in the institutions can do nothing for the people to
face the problems of practical life. Shaw' laid im-
portance upon ‘creative-evolution.” He thought
that each and every man has the same creative na-
ture. So, it is important to let him express his own
ideas and thoughts himself. In his age of eighty
one, Shaw addressed his school students and ad-
vised them not to depend upon the teachings of
the school as a universit)' degree does not teach a
man about the real necessities of life.

214 year. ENglish Dept.
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DDT : A MIXED BLESSING

BisWajit Nath

tion has been attributed in part to malaria, a mosquito born disease. Bubonic plague - carried

by rat & by fleas from rat to human) swept the western world repeatedly during the middle
ages. One such plague (in 1660) is estimated to have killed 25 million people of Europe. The first
attempt to dig the Panama canal (in 1880) was defeated by malaria. Recently one such epidemic the
pneumonic plague has spread in Surat & neighbouring places. Fortunately, it was promptly brought
under control by taking much preventives measure throughout the country. People were seen to be
busy - with cleaning the surrounding, draining swamps and pouring DDT to each and every corner to
prevent the spread of devastating plague.

S ince the ancient time people have been plagued by insect pests. The decline of Roman civiliza

The discovery ofthe insecticidal properties of DDT was made in Switzerland by Paul Mullar shortly
before world war -1l. In 1948 Mullar was awarded the Nobel prize in physiology and medicine for his
discovery. DDT was widely used since then until 1972, when it was banned by U.S. environmental protec-

tion agency.
Chemistry and biochemistry behind DDT

DDT is synthesysed from chlorobenzene & chloral hydrale in presence of sulphuric acid.

N H,sd,
2C1-~ +HO-CH-CCL --m- L.J-—— Cl- fq -CH-CCI +2H,0
A | ’ Heat | n N
OH A

Cl

When reaction is complete, the mixture is poured into water and the DDT separates out, for like
other chlorinated - hydrocarbon DDT is essentially insoluble in water. Because of its less solubility in
water it remain in nature for a very long time. It resist chemical decomposition a property - typical of
chlorinated hydrocarbon. But DDT like other chlorinated hydrocarbons is very soluble in fats. When
DDT is ingested as a contaminant of food or water or it is inhaled in air, it is extracted & concentrated by
fatty DDT readily, even very small concentration of DDT interfere with the growth of plankton in the
ocean on which all other sea life is based. Even human fat also accimiulate DDT. Biochemically DDT is a
nerve poison, it concentrate in phopholipeds (esters of glycerol containing one phosphoric acid residue
and two fatty acid group). Phospholipids are interfere with calcium metabolism, essential to the formation
ofbones and teeth. The disruption of calcium metabolism, essential to the formation of bones and teeth.
The disruption of calcium metabolism in birds has been disastrous for somespecies. Ingestion of DD T by
some birds have resulted in their egg shells (which are composed of mainly of calcium compound) being
then and poorly formed. Ifpeople reproduces by means of eggs with shells, concer over the effect of DDT
would have been appeared much sooner.



VV - - - A

Insects developed resistance to DDT

A genetic change in houseflies enabling them to produce an enzyme catalysing the detoxification of

Cl

DDT enzyme .C=C

DDE

DDT now becomes apparent & the chemistry of that process has now been worked out. The enzyme

bring about the removal of hydrogen atom & a compound called DDE which has been estimated to be
about 150 times less toxic than DDT.

Destruction of flies with DDT is now virtually impossible in most areas of the world. In Korea body
lice (carriers oftyphous) can no longer be controlled by DDT. Fleas ( carriers of plague) have developed
resistance in some areas. Mosqutoes (carried of malaria and yellow fever) have developed immunity in

most of the world. Heavy use of DDT has been resulted in an increase in insects pests where it has killed
to their natural predators.

Alternatively some new formulation in insecticides have been developed as a remedy for DDT poi-
soning e.g., Methoxy chlor which is less toxic to mammals than DDT and seem to be broken down more
radily in the environment. Another types of presticides Benzene hexachloride (BHC) & its different iso-

mer is also prepared. Perhapes the most important compounds that comes out ofthe search are chloradine,
heptachtor, endrin, aldrin & dieldrin etc.

Balance Sheet of Credit & Debit side of DDT

On the credit side DDT & other chlorinated hydro carbons have (acc. to WHO) saved millions of
lives & prevented hundredes of millions of illness. In India alone malaria cases were reduced from 75

millions to 5 millions per year. The average life span in India has been increased 15 years since the
mosquito eradication programme began in 1954,

Onthe debit side, we have the near extinction of several species of birds, the massive killing of fish
and the eradication of benificial insects such as bees. The problem ofworld wide ban on DDT may solve

itselfas more and more insect species develop resistance to DDT poxification. But the need for some new
type of insect control of better efficiency & less harmfiill is equally important. O
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ROLE OF

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN THE PROMOTION OF SPORTS IN INDIA

Prasun Chakraborty

Imost a century ago, Swami Vivekananda

said - "We speak of many things parrot

like but never do them, speaking and not
doing has become a habit with us. What is the cause
ofthat? Physical weakness. This sort ofweak brain
is not able to do any thing. We must strengthen it.
FIRST OF ALL OUR YOUNG MEN MUST BE
STRONG.....cccoveeenen. What we want is vigour
in the blood, muscles of iron and nerves of steel.
Games and sports is the only way to achieve it
Be strong to freinds, that is my advice to you. You
will be nearer to heaven through football, thlan
through the study of Gita".

Itis really sad, that though the importance of
games and sports in nation building was realised a
long time back, its necessity in our lives is under-
mined even today.

We the Indians, being fiercelly patriotic tend
to express our strong feelings of anguish, despair
and disgust whenever India performs poorly in
any international sports meet. ( Which is quite a
regular feature). We complain that even after be-
ing the second largest populated nation of the
World ( Mdththe population nearing 1000 million)
we are not able to secure a gold at the Olympics,
or a berth at World Cup Soocer etc. Expressing
anguish and simply complaining are all that we
do, we never go deep into the matter. The lack
lustre performances which occupy the back pages
of newspapers hardly stir the multitude ofm”ses.
After all, it is so monotonous. Officials shed few
crocodile tears and set up a committee for review-
ing the overt gaudy performance, and the routine
IS over.

We fail to realise that one of the main rea-
sons for India's absymal performance in the field
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of the sports is due to a lack of a culture of sports
in our country for which each Indian is to be
blamed. There is a famous saying - ” If you wish
to plan for a year, sow seeds. If you wish to plan
for ten years, plant trees and if you wish to plan
for a lifetime, develop men". Like money, materi-
als and others, man is also a very important re-
source and have unlimited potentialities and ca-
pabilities. The progess ofa country depends much
on the best utilization and development of its hu-
man resource. Games and sports can play a very
vital role in developing and activating the human
resource as well as channelising its vast potenti-
alities towards the creative direction. Thus the
importance of games and sports for development
of society and enhancing gtxality of life ofthe peo-
ple can hardly be overemphasized. This realisa-
tion is very essential for the cultivation of a cul-
ture of sports in a countiy.

The poor performance of our athletes in in-
ternational arena, raises a few questions in every-
one's mind. What is wrong with our athletes and
players ? Is there anything wrong with our coaches
or Sports Officials ? Are our training methods or
techniques not adequate ? Or is there any problem
with the Sports Federation, organisation or selec-
tion procedure ? Now it is high time we should
introspect ourselves and give top priority to the
sports promotion. It will be now or never.

It has been stressed more than once by sev-
eral organisations - both national and intemational,
including the UNESCO that the development of
sports should form an essential part of educational
plaiming. Various countries have adopted the re-
quirements and needs of different ages, from pre-
school years to the university. Sports should be
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accepted as a way of life by people of all ages.
The role of sports for development of personality
and for promoting peace and mutual understand-
ing among nations should be realised.

The Government of India accordingly re-
solved that promotion of Sports in the country be
undertaken in the following directions -

(1) Promote Sports in Educational Institutes,

(2)  Provide minimum sports facilities (i.e. con-
struct playground, stadium, etc.) in towns
and give special attention to villagers.

(3) Preserve the playgroimds and open spaces
so that they can be used for sports activi-
ties.

(@) Identify sportstalent at ayoung age and nur-
ture it so as to realise its M | potential.

(5) Establish sports institutions like sports
school, colleges and hostels.

(6) Give special consideration to those who
excel in sports m the matter of employment.

With a view to promoting sports in the desired di-
rection, the Government of India and the Sports
Authority of India have introduced various
schemes and made policies in the past few years.

SPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA'S
SCHEME:

(1) National Sports Talent Contest (NSTC) for
the age group of9to 12 years.

(2)  National Physical Fitness Festival for the
age of 35,and above.

(3) Promotion of indigeneous games and mar-
tial arts in the country.

(4) Establishment of neighbourhood commu-
nity sports centres.

(5)  Promotion of Sports in special area:?.

(6)  Sports hostels and schlarship.

(7)  Pond to pool movement.

(8)  Sports project development areas. (SPDAS)
(9) Pay and Play Scheme.

(10) Holding of sponsored races in the state.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA AND SCHEMES
ON SPORTS:

(1)  Schemes of grants to state sports councils,
registered voluntary organisations and dis-
trict and local authorities through State Gov-
ernments and Union Territory Administra-
tion for the development of sports and
games.

(2)  Scheme for providing sports facilities and
infrastructure in schools.

(3)  Scheme for laying synthetic tracks and arti-
ficial surfaces.

(4) Incentive scheme for promotion of sports
and games in schools through prize money.
(5) National Welfare Fund for sports persons.

(6) Government of India Sports Talent Search
Scholarship scheme.

(7)  Scheme for special awards to winners ofin-
ternational sports events.

(8) Dronacharya award for coaches and Arjuna
awards for players.

(9)  Sports hostels scheme.

Although the Government of India is spending a
lot of money for sports, introducing various
schemes, providing facilities, still we have not
achieved the required results. Many reasons are
responsible for that. The major factors are -

(1) Negligence of sports in educational insti-
tutes.

(2)  Negative attitude of mind of all the people
towards sports.

(3)  Percentage offund allocation towards sports
promotion very minimal as compared to
other sectors.

(4) Involvement of politics in Sports.
(5) Faulty selection procedures.

(6) Lack offacilities like stadium, gymnasium,
synthetic track, appropriate equipment etc.
and many others.

Among all these, the one factor that we as student
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can take care ofis, to promote games and sports in
educational institutions (schools, colleges, univer-
sities).

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION'S ROLE :

We are now passing through a very crucial
phase, where huge potentialities of our younger
generation remain either unutilized or
underutilized and sometimes they get used in a
way which is detrimental to the individual and
collective interest of the Society. According to
SWAMI VIVEKANANDA - " Education is the
manifestation ofperfection already in man". How-
ever the focus of the present day education insti-
tute is to equip the students with the tools and tech-,
niques by which they can acquire ajob in this com-
petitive World. The education system limits its
activity only on providing techno-economic infor-
mation to the students. This education hardly helps
the young people to develop creativity, sense of
belonging, achievement and commitment.To be
specific, the existing education process has been
experienced as uninspiring. So when we play a
game along with our studies, we can acquire and
cultivate various qualities in addition to improv-
ing our body and mind. The play ground is an ideal
place where we can develop sportsman spirits,
quality of leadership, tolerance, endurance, team
spirit, sense ofcordination and above all strive for
"HIGHER,FASTER and STRONGER" motto. So
for greater interest ofthe student community, edu-
cational institutes should take effective steps for
popularising sports and games in the educational
institutes. The greatest obstacle in this direction is
the false notion and apprehension among the vast
sections of population that involvement in games
may hamper studies. This has no basis, rather for
proper flourisha student need balanced blend of
fun, game and studies in his or her daily curricu-
lum. Another important reason behind the negli-
gence of games and sports may be attributed to
lack of information, motivation and also to inertia
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of avoidance. A proper strategy is what is needed
to give a head start to this process of popularisa-
tion of sports in schools and colleges. For the pur-
pose of evolving a proper strategy it is necessary
to analyse the existing available facilities which
have relevance to games, and assess the strength,
weakness, opportunity and threat (SWOT) ofthe
existing situation towards improving the game.
The school or college administration should play
the role of effective facilitator of sports, through
judiciously planned information, Education Com-
munication (IEC) support.

For the purpose of promotion of sports in
schools and colleges various sports Federation and
Associations may plan the following activities -

(1) Identify ofviable schools, colleges includ-
ing rural areas where desired result can be achieved
through motivation.

(2) Create of awareness about the utility of
games among other decision makers and students,
so that the demand for facility is generated.

(3) Provide information and guidance to the
institute as and when necessary.

(4) Provide coaching support at the institute
level.

(5) Organise tournament at various levels to
develop a sense of competition.

(6) Motivate universities, colleges and
schools to participate in the inter-institute tourna-
ments, etc.

as an ardent lover of sports and games it is
my strong desire to see India flourish and excel in
the field ofsports. Inthis regard the choice ofright
strategy to be followed is the most vital factor.
Once we are in a position to identify the right strat-
egy, with appropriate management and hardwork
we are sure to achieve our objective.

Let us behold that day when India will be ad-
dressed as-" THE NATION OF SPORTSMEN".

Prasm is a student of T.D.C 1styear (Sc.). He is a National level basketball player.
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INDEPENDENT

IN D IA’S
BRAVEST

WARRIORS

Rupam Gogoi

W ho doesn't like independence - be it a
captive bird in a cage or a big nation
under the viscious claws of imperial-

ism. However, we Indians were not independent

till the 7th year of the 5th decade of the present
century. We were under the British administration

- our interests were catshed and resources looted;

But for Jiow long could Indians bear the taste of

slavery ? Finally, a resolve for ‘Creating an Inde-

pendent India’ brought a few patriotic Indians to
launch the “Freedom Movement’™ which soon
scattered to every nook and comer of the country.

Consequently it was on the midnight of Friday

15th August, 1947 that India became an independ-
ent nation.

However, independent India could not remain
stable for long and within months of independ-
ence trouble broke out in Kashmir. The 4th Bat-
talion of Kumaon Regiment set out to solve the
crisis under the able leadership of MAJOR
SOMNATH SARMA. He was a man of valour.
With a fractured left hand he jumped into the bat-
tle field and though he knew that the Pakistani
millitants far outnumber them, he didn't withdraw
an inch. “I shall not withdraw an inch but will
fight to the last man and the last round” - these
were the last brave words of a gallant patriotic In-

dian. When there was an explosion, that snatched
him away, far away from his motherland, which
was iriore dear to him than his life. He died, but
the brave soldiers touched by his deaths fought with
all they had within them and emerged victorious.

Srinagar was saved, Kashmir was saved. He
died, but the memories of his valiant deeds didn't.
He was posthumously awarded the Param Vir
Chakra, the highest honour for galantray.

Another brave Indian who laid down his life
to safeguard India was NAIK JADUNATH
SINGH, OF THE 1st Battalion ofthe Rajput Regi-
ment. He faced the enemy almost all alone not once
or twice but thrice. Thi® saga of exceptional
valuour took place on 6th February, 1948 when it
was still dark and cold and Pakistani soldiers at-
tacked the Indian post at Taindhar. But, Taindhar
had to be held. And this bold leader, with his nine
brave soldiers attacked the enemy front and forced
them to withdraw. Similarly, two more attacks,
each with a greater force followed but the nine
emerged victorious each time. However, the leader
was hit by two bullets which proved fatal. Naik
Jadunath Singh died and was awarded the Param
Vir Chakra posthumously. But he and his '9 loyal
soilders' did create a niche for themselves - aniche
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ofboldness courage and bravery.

Engineers do play an import~t role during a
war, and thp 37th Assault Field Company did an
excellentjob on 8th April, 1948 and made possi-
ble fpr the Indian Army to capture Chingas, lying
between Nausera and Rajuri possible. And the man
who made the mission possible was SECOND
LIEUTENENT RAMA RAGHUBA RANA. He
cleared a road filled with enemy mines by work-
ing for 4 days without any break. His physical
strength and determination were indeed extra-or-
dinary. He had not bothered about his own safety,
he continued working under continuous enemy fir-
ing. His energy seemed to last for ever and ever.
Certainly, his show of courage and boldness was
worth appreciating. He, for his superb contribu-
tion to the cause of India's victory was awarded
the country's highest galantiy award - The Param
Vir Chakra.

The capture of Tithwal, located deep in a hol-
low with mountains rising high to the west and
south west in Kashmir was a great achievement
for the Indian Army. But the enemies came back
to the possession of their lost base Tithwal. In de-
fence of Tithwal many acts of heroism were per-
formed and one such act was witnessed on the night
of 17th - 18th July, 1948. This show of courage
was of COMPANY HAVILDAR-MAJOR PIRU
SINGH of the 6th Battalion of Rajputana Rifles.
With the battle cry "Raja Ramchandra Ki Jai" the
brave soldiers under Piru Singh fought with ex-
tra-ordinary courage. But, when the brave Piru
Singh was attempting to attack a Pakistani posi-
tion, the valiant soldier was hit in the head by a
bullet, but before he died he burst a grenade on a
Pakistani bunker. As Piru Singh lay lifeless, his
enemies too rolled down death in a bunker. Com-
pany Havildar Major Piru Singh lay on the battle;
field, an immortal warrior who had mocked death.
He was awarded the Param Vir Chakra posthu-
mously.

Trouble at Tithwal started again on 13th Ocr
tober, 1948. The leader of the Indian force was

LANCE NAIK KARAM SINGH of the 1st Bat-
talion ofthe Sikh Regiment. He was commanding
a post which was attacked by the Pakistani forces
for eight times. On each mission, his men were
Qutnumbered by ten to one and on each occasion
the Pakistani push was made unsuccessful. And
finally, victory had come to the brave - the brave
Karam Singh, who for his magnificent show of
courage was awarded the Param Vir Chakra.

Congo was then in political turmoil. Peace
was in danger. India sent the 3rd Battalion of 1st
Gorkha Rifles on March 1961 to aid the U.N. in
its endeavour to bring peace. Trouble broke out
on 5th December 1961 when CAPTAIN
GURBACHAN SINGH SALARIE was out to
clear a road blockade which had been raised at an
important round about by the Katangese
gendarmarie. They came under the attack of heav-
ily armed Katangese rebels. Salaria and his brave
Gorkha Soldiers attacked with bayonets, Khurkis
and grenades. Defying all threats, the brave Indi-
ans attacked the rebels without fear. Salaria dis-
played an amazing show of courage. He himself
killed 40 rebels and destroyed two of their ar-
moured vehicles. But, the valiant hero. The valient
hero fell on the battle closed his eyes when the
entire contingent was celebrating the moment of
triumph. For his dazzling display ofcourage, Capt.
Salaria was awarded the Param Vir Chakra post-
humously.

Trouble began on the Indo-China border in
Oct.-Nov. 1962. The post of Srijap (in ladakh) was
under the command of MAJOR DHAN SINGH
THAPA of the 1st Battalion of the 8th Regiment
of Gorkha Rifles. The Chinese army attacked this
isolated post on 20th October, 1962. The soldiers
under Major Thapa sent back the heavily armed
Chinese forces twice. When the Chinese came for
the third time, they were very heavily armed un-
like the Indian soldiers. But, Thapa fought to the
very moment he could proceed. When he found
that everything was over, he sprang out of the
trench and engaged himselfin hand-to-hand com-
bat with the enemy. And at last the Chinese over-



powered him and he was takea prisoner. But, his
tremendous deeds to safeguard the independence
of India earned him the Param Vir Chakra, the
award which every defence personal want to be
decorated with.

The Tawang (in Anmachal Pradesh) was un-
der the strict supervision of SUBEDAR
JOGINDER SINGH ofthe 1st Battalion ofthe Sikh
Regiment. It was a chilly morning on 23rd Octo-
ber, 1962 when the Chinese attacked the town from
three sides. They came 3 times in waves, each time
with about 200 Chinese soldiers. Joginder Singh
and his brave soldiers sent back the enemy for 2
times, but when tlie third attack came, only a few
soldiers were there to face this. He fought till the
last bullet was shot. When everything had van-
ished, Joginder Singh with his few brave soldiers
and the battle cry "Wah Guruji Ka Khalsa, Wah
Guruji Ki Fateh,” came out with their bayonets
and cracked upon the enemy. This brave soldier in
an attempt to defend the independence of India
made the supreme sacrifice. His valour and cour-
age were recognised and was posthumously
awarded the Param Vir Chakra.

Itwas 18th Nov, 1962 whenthe Chinese troop
attacked the Rizang La, which was under the vigi-
lance of the 13th Battalion of the Kumaon Regi-
ment. Our soldiers responded bravely but could
not continue for long as the enemy far outnum-
bered them and many of them were seriously in-
jured. Their leader MAJOR SHAITAN SINGH
moved from pillar to post encouraging his men,
but by that time this great valiant soldier was also
injured very badly his stomach had been ripped
open. Two soldiers who were carrying him to a
place to safety came underthe Chinese bullets. This
brave leader ordered the soldiers to leave him and
with a faint smile bade his faithful commands fare-
well. For his valour filled deeds he \vas awarded
the Param Vir Chakra. posthumously.

It was 10th September, 1965 when the Paki-
stanis attacked the Khem Karan Post in Punjab.
This post was under the vigilance of the 4th Bat-
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talion ofthe Greanadiers. COMPANY QUARTER
MASTER HAVILDAR ABDUL HAMID was in
command of a detachment wing having 106
Recoilless gun. The able leader decided upon a
brave and bold action. With 106 Recoilless guns
mounted on ajeep, he approached a safe position
and destroyed a major tank of the enemy. Abdul
Hamid kept moving regularly to change his posi-
tions so as to confuse the enemy and one after the
another, destroyed many an enemy tank. But, he
had dared too much. His jeep came under the at-
tack ofthe Pakistanis and was blown offto pieces.
The brave Hamid died on the spot. His show of
limitless courage encouraged his fellow soldiers
who in turn succeded to push back the attack.
CQHM Abdul Hamid was awarded the Param Vir
Chakra posthumously.

Indian Tanks crossed the Indo-Pak border on
8th September, 1965. They headed straight for
Phillora in the Sialkot sector of Pakistan and in a
clash enroute destroyed Zo tanks. It was 11th
Sepetember, when LT. COLONEL A.B.
TARAPORE was attacking Phillora. Pakistani
tanks came from Wazirwali and attacked. But, the
brave Indian soldiers captured Wazirwali and af-
ter two days captured Jassoron and Butur
Dograndi. His tank was badly hitbut he continued
to march forward. He completed the task given to
him. On 16th September, Lt. Col. Tarapore was
mortally wounded. He died a soldier's death. He
breathed his last on the battlefield which was ech-
oed his acts of courage. In his eternal sleep he had
become immortal. His show of courage, fearless-
ness and determination and daring had inspired
his regiment to destroy 60 enemy tanks. For his
magnificent deeds this great warrior was awarded
the Param Vir Chakra posthumously.

The Pakistani Army was creating a lot oftrou-
bles in East Bengal in 1971. Consequently, our
army plunged into action. As the battle contin-
ued, headlong collision sometimes became una-
voidable. One such occasion was when LANCE-
NAIK ALBERT EKKA ofthe 14th guards and his
men attacked a Pakistani position in Gangasagar
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(near Agartala). As the Indian troops moved for-
ward, the firing upon them increased, but tht was
not enough to threat the bubbling spirit of the In-
dian soldiers. Ekka, all of a sudden attacked a
bunker and silenced a machine gun. After that he
with his comrades cleaned many a bunker. But,
they went deep into the Pakistani positions. They
fell into the trap of Pakistani bullets. Btit they
marched forward. Though Ekka was severely in-
jured, he with his extra-ordinary courage destroyed
the very base of Pakistani defence. But, he could
pull no more, he had received many fatal injuries.
He fell. His eyes were closed for ever. But, this
brave soldier died with the satisfaction of know-
ing that his objective had been achieved. Lance
Naik Ekka was awarded the Param Vir Chakra
posthumously.

The Pathankot - Jammu Road runhing close
the Indo-Pak border was an important life-line to
Jammu and Kashmir. It seemed certain that Paki-
stan wanted to cut off the Pathankot - Jammu Road
and to protect this our troops had to march into
the Shankargarh bulge. The 3rd Battalion of Grena-
diers was ordered to establish a position accross
the Basantar river. MAJOR HOSHIAR SINGH
was asked to occupy the Pakistani position at
Jarpal. Unconcerned and fearless, Major Hoshiar
Singh led the attack himself The succeeded after
a fierce hand-to-hand combat. But that was not
the end. The Pakistani army returned with renewed
vigour. They made three attacks, twice
accompained by tanks on 16th December 1971.
But the valiant Indians overcome them. A fresh
attack followed the following day which left the
Indian forces including their leader injured. But
this didn't prevent him from continuing the
fight. The Pakistani's withdrew. Hoshiar Singh had
won. He was in pain but his tremendous will had
conquered his pain. He stayed with his men till
ceasefire. Major Hoshiar Singh for his valiant show
of courage was awarded the Param Vir Chakra.

In 1971, the combined attacks by our tanks,
infantry, antillery and the Indiah Air Force beat
the Pakistanis at every place. SECOND
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LIEUTENENT ARUN BCHETARPAL and his two
tanks made a dash for Jarpal, after he had received
a telegraphic message for help, this young officer
brimming with young, energy and courage made a
desperate attack. But his second tank commander
was killed. Khetarpal remained with only one tank.
In his tank, he tore through the Pakistani opposi-
tion and got to Jarpal. He destroyed a Pakistani
tank but the counter attack put his ovm tank to
flames. But the gun was working and till the sec-
ond he had the strength he vvent on and didn't turn
away from his duty. But he had defied death too
long, a subsequent attack on his tank snatched him
away from us. The brave officer closed his eyes
on the battlefield which bore the prints of his val-
our. Second. LT. Arun Khetarpal for his dazzling
display ofcourage and patriotic spiritwas awarded
the Param Vir Chakra posthumously.

The Indian Air Force did play a major role in
the Indo-Pak war of 1971. The Pakistanis with their
U.S.A. manufactured Sabres were hovering over
the city of Srinagar and their mission was to blast
offthe Srinagar Airport. To frustrate the Pakistani
attack FLYING OFFICER NIRMALJIT SINGH
SEKHON set out in his Gnat with hope and cour-
age. A fighting in the sky started. The skill and
daring of Sekhon brought him success. One Sabre
was hit and the other was put on fire. But four
other Sabres approached and outnumbered Shekon
four to one.He could have escaped but he didn't
and continued to fight. His determination was
unshrinkable. Unfortunately, the sheer weight of
numbers was against him. His aircraft crashed and
he died but succeedded in his mission to safeguard
the Srinagar Airport. Flying Officer Sekhon was
awarded the Param Vir Chakra posthumously. He
was the first I.LA.F. officer to have secured the na-
tion's highest award of gallantry. He was the first
to have "set new heights to Air Force tradition.”

Siachen glacier cannot be ignored for the de-
fence and security of India. The Pakistanis had set
a post there and so on June 1987, NAIK
SUBEDAR BANA SINGH of the Jammu and
Kashmir light infantry set out to send the Pakista-
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nis out. Bana Singh with his amazing perform-
ance ofcourage attacked the enemy after crossing
a huge ice-fortress. Inside, Bana Singh went from
trench to trench and killed many soldiers and many
fled away. The postwas cleared of intruders. Bana
Singh's heroic efforts were crowned with victory.
For the mostconspicuous gallantry and leadership
under the most advarse conditions, Naik-Subedar
Bana Singh was awarded the Param Vir Ckalcra.

In 1987, Sri Lanka was under the grip of
Tamil extremist groups and sought help from In-
dia. Asaresult, I.P.K.F landed in the island nation
and began their mission against the militants. It
was the night of 25th Nov., 1987 when militants
attacked MAJOR RAMASWAMY
PARAMESWARAM, who was returning with Ws
men. The sudden attack took Major Parameswaram
by surprise, but the soldiers did not lose heart and
faced the attacking militants bravely. He was shot
from a close range, but he didn't lose courage and
rolled down the militant to death. His determina-
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tion was unbending. But his strength was fading
away. Still he continued to be an embodiment of
courage for his men. They succeeded, the ambush
was broken but death was approaching him fast.
He breathed his last with the satisfaction that his
task had been completed. His eyes closed on the
field of his success. Major Ramaswamy
Parameswaram made the supreme sacrifice for
peace. He was awarded the Param Vir Chakra post-
humously.

Letthe deeds ofthese great martyrs not go in
vain and let their sacrifices become a moral to all
the Indians. The reward of independence was a
hand-earned one. Many brave Indians went for
their heavenly abode for the cause of independ-
ence and many died while trying to defend India
from post-independent foreign invasions. And
now, obviously it is our first and foremost duty to
safeguard our motherland from any foreign inva-
sions and keep the tricolour flying high in the blue
unknown.

Rupam Gogoi is a student of T.D.C 1styear.
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MISSILES
The New Generation Weapon-Systems

Rupakjyoti Borah

r~ “lhe time ; 2.00 a.m The place : Tel Aviv,
Israel. Scene 1: A Scud missile is launched
- from deep inside Irag, from a BM-21mul-
tiple rocket laimcher. Scene 2 : The ground con-
trol radar of the Patriot anti-missile system
searches, detects and tracks the approaching Scud.
The launcher-cum-missile storage unit is automati-
cally activated. It fires multiple missiles at the tar-
get. The missiles lock on to the Scud and destroy
it before it can cause any damage.

Well, these are scenes from the not*so-dis-
tant Gulf War. This war will be remembered for-
ever as a high-technology war. It demonstrated
fiilly the pivotal role that missiles can play in mod-
ern-day warfare. They reduced greatly the role to
be played by the infantry.

A guided missile is a self-propelled aerial pro-
jectile. Itis guided in flight towards a target either
by remote control or by internal mechanisms.
Whatever its specific purpose might be, a missile
consists of an air-frame, with or without wings
and fins, housing a motor, control system, guid-
ance system and warhead.

Missiles, can be classified in several vvays.
The three common methods are—
(a) By target and launching positions (b) By gtiid-
ance and (c) By range.
(a) BY TARGET AND LAUNCHING POSI-
TIONS “ This classification is based on the place

from which a missile is launched and the position
of its target.

1. Air-to-air missiles are carried by aircrafts and
fired at other aircraft.

2. Surface-to-air missiles or SAMs are fired from
the ground at flying aircrafts or missiles. A sur-

face-to-air missile or air-to-air missile directed at
another missile is called an anti-missile missile.

3. Surface-to-surface missiles are launched from
the ground or from a ship onto a surface target.

4. Air-to-surface missiles are used in place of
bombs. Some are fired by aiming the aeroplane at
the target; others can be guided in flight.

5. Underwater missiles are oftwo types. The un-
derwater-to-surface missile is fired from beneath
the surface at land or sea surface targets. The sec-
ond type of underwater missile is an anti-subma-
rine missile, launched from a ship or submarine at
submarines.

(b) BY GUIDANCE-The term guidance refers

to the method used in steering a missile to its tar-
get. There are--—---

Pre-aimed missiles— these weapons are gener-
ally ofthe short-range, battlefield type. These type
of missiles do not produce a recoil when fired, so
the launching mechanism can be lightweight and
simple.

Missiles guided in flight—A missile's course can
be controlled in several ways. Some guidance sys-
tems are self-contained within the missile; these
often have the advantage of being less susceptible
to enemy electronic counter—measures or JAM-
MING. Others involve continuous monitoring of
the missile's position and course corrections, dur-
ing flight. The various methods of controlling a
missile's steering system include the following :

Beam guidance - A beam ofradar or a laser beam
is aimed at the target. The missile picks up sig-
nals from the beam, and electronic devices work
the steering mechanisms so that the missile fol-
lows the beam to the target. This method is accu-



rate only over short ranges.

Command guidance— The missile is tracked (fol -
lowed) with radar from the ground. The target is
also tracked. The missile is guided to the target by
radio-signals broadcast from a ground station.

Homing guidance—With this system, the target
itself guides the missile. In passive homing, the
missile has instruments that can detect radiations
(heat-light or noise) from the target. Information
from these instruments is fed into a computer that
steers the missile. The disadvantage of this sys-
tem is that the target can "confiise" the missile by
sending out decoy radiations.

Semi-active homing guidance systems do not
rely on the target's own radiation, but on radar sig-
nals sent out by a ground transmitter. These sig-
nals bounce off the target, creating radiation to
guide the missile. Missiles with active-homing de-
vices send out their own radar signals and are thus
not dependant on ground controls.

Preset guidance—In this metliod the missile's con-
trol system is set before launching to carry itto a
specific target. The target's location must be
known. Ifthe missile swerves off course, an auto-
matic pilot will make the necessary corrections.

Television guidance—A small television camera
mounted in the missile's nose is aimed at the tar-
get prior to launching. The television picture is
observed by the launch operator, who locks the
camera onto the target electronically just before
launching.

Terrain-matching— In this method, along the
missile's course, ground-scanning radar in the mis-
sile's guidance system provides ground-elevation
information to a small on-board computer.

Wi ire guidance —The missile is linked to its
launcher by a thin wire that unwinds from the mis-
sile during its flight. Tracking is visual jmd guid-
ance commands are sent over the wire to direct
the missile to its target.

WARHEAD

Missiles can carry almost any kind of mili-
tary warhead, including those associated with

chemical or biological warfare. Anti-tank wire-
guided missiles, for example, can be fitted with
interchageable armour-piercing types able to pen-
etrate 600 mm (24 inches) of steel, high explosive
or anti-personnel fragmentation types. The largest
ICBM's can carry a 25 megaton thermonuclear
warhead, a cluster of individually-targeted ther-
monuclear warheads able to manoeuvre to elude
the defences, or a "space bomb" that can be put
into orbit and directed down on to its target at will.
Small nuclear warheads can be fitted to almost any
kind of missile. High-explosive types are normally
fitted with both contact and proximity fiises.

EARLY HISTORY

The first rockets were probably made in
China. When Mongol hordes besieged the town
of Kai-feng-fii in A. D. 1232, the townsfolk re-
pulsed them with "arrow of flying fire". In the
Middle East and Europe, the art of rocketry ap-
peared soon afterwards. In the "Book of Fighting
on Horseback and with War Engines", composed
in about 1280, the Syrian scolar Al-Hassan-al-
Rammah gave instructions for making gunpow-
der and rockets which he called "Chinese arrows".

The British first encountered rocket warfare
in India, to which the secret of rocket-manufac-
ture had probably been brought during the 17th
century by the Arab traders. Manuscripts suggest
that the 18th century Indian ruler Hyder Ali em-
ployed thousands ofmen for throwing rockets dur-
ing warfare.

(SOME IMPORTANT MISSILES CUR-
RENTLY IN SERVICE IN ARMED FORCES
AROUND THE WORLD)

1. Hound Dog (USA)- Air -to-surface thermo-
nuclear missile, turbojet-powered, inertial guid-
ance and star-tracking system.

2. SAM-2 (Russia)- surface-to air missile. Two-
stage rocket, radio-guided and detonated (also has
conventional fuses).

3. HOT (France and Germany)—Anti-tank mis-
sile, wire-guided, solid-propellant rocket motor.

Besides the Agni-1 and the Prithvi, India's



Other indigenously developed missiles are —
Akash —A multi-target medium range surface-
to-air guided missile.

Nag— A third generation anti-tank missile sys-
tem with a range of four-to-six km.

Trishul: - India's most sophisticated short-range
surface to air missile. It is powered by two stages
of solid-propellant system.

Now, India is developing another series of
missiles : the Sagarika, the Dhanush, the Astra,
Agni - Il and the Surya.

THE LATEST BUZZWORD : GHAURI

Pakistan launched the Ghauri (Hatf-V) mis-
sile on 6th April, 1998. This launching ofthe mis-
sile set off a chain - reaction in the media and in
political and defence circles both in India and
abroad. It was test-fired from near Jhelum in the
northeast towards a target near Quetta in
Baluchistan. This missile has been named inten-
tionally by the Pakistanis after Shahabuddin Mo-
hammed bin Ghauri who defeated Prithviraj (read
'Prithvi') Chauhan in the second battle of Tarain in
1192 A . D. But a controversy has erupted over
whether the test was real or a hoax. Defence ex-
perts in India say that if the Ghauri is an
indegeniously-developed missile and was being
tested for the first time, then the question arises as
to whether Pakistan would risk test flying it over
inhabited areas from Malute, near Jhelam to
Quetta, as they have claimed ? Other questions
being asked are -if they did indeed test fire the
missile along the mentioned route, then it indicates
that the Ghauri is a 'proven’ missile. In other words
it is a missile developed by someone else and
could, hence, risk being test-flovra. Dr. Paul Bea-
ver, missile expert at the prestigious defence
weekly "Jane's", said that the whole Pakistan mis-
sile programme is based on the Russian Scud tech-
nology, with improvements from the Chinese M-
9 and M-11 missiles with a domestic launch capa-
bility'. It has been suspected that the Ghauri could
either be the Dong Feng-25 or CSS-2 of Chinese
origin or the North Korean Nodong-11 missile.

The Ghauri is an intermediate-range ballistic
missile (IRBM). It has a range of 1,500 kilome-
tres with a payload of 700 kg and is powered by
solid fuel. But this naming ofthe missile ignores
certain historical facts. Though Ghauri finally de-
feated Prithvi Raj Chauhan, he had been defeated
3 or 4 times by Prithvi Raj Chauhan before his
final victory. Ghauri is only the latest in the series
ofmissiles developed or acquired by Pakistan. The
others are —

(1) HATFE-1: It has a range of 80 km, carries a
payload of 500 km and is powered by solid fuel.

(2) HATFE-2: It's range is 200 km, payload -500
kg and is also powered by solid fiiel.

(3) HATF-3: This missile has a range of 600 km
and is powered by solid fuel.

(4) M-11: These are Chinese- made missiles ac-
quired by Pakistan and they have a range of 300
km.

Whatever be the claims and counterclaims,
India cannot ignore the two long-term geo-strate-
gic implications of the presence of missile in In-
dia's neighbourhood and the fact that China con-
tinues to help Pakistan with missile technology. It
is also significant that the USA, which has pledged
itself to prevent proliferation of missiles and nu-
clear technology, is being openly defied by Paki-
stan and China alike

With the further development of science and
technology, newer and newer missiles are being
developed all over the world. Even developing and
under developed countries are spending millions
and millions of dollars on developing these mis-
siles. Money; which could have gone towards feed-
ing the hungry millions, towards providing basic
health amenities to people, towards building
schools, towards providing water, electricity etc.
But it can also be argued that the development of
missiles is necessary for security reasons, because,
for every country its security is paramount. The
debate rages on and will continue to do so. But
one thing is for sure: missiles are here to stay.......

Rysydi BrehisasLchrt oftrecatnert of ey,
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"WHATS IN A

ALNAME?

T is is funny," said Sanjeevan Krishnamwrthy
to his wife, one lazy Sunday afternoon;
"here's a telegram from Vedanth, saying he's
passing through here in his Zen, and would like to
stop and pay us his respects. C<mstay for the night
if it doesn't inconveniance us. Signed Vedanth
Krishnamurthy. Must be that kleptomaniac; none
ofthe others have a Zen. | suppose he's bringing us
anice Diwali present.”

"Good gracious!" exclaimed Mrs.
Krishnamurthy, as a thought struck her;" this is
rather an awkward time to have that fellow in the
house. All those silver presents put in the drawing
room, and others coming by every post; | hardly
know what we've got and what are still to come.
We can't lock them all up; he's sure to want to see
them."

Jaya Phookan

Vedanth Krislinamurthy had suddenly be-
come heir to his uncle, Mr.Chiranjeev
Krishnamurthy, on the death of his cousin, Group
Captain Vedanth Krishnamurthy, who had suc-
cumbed to the after effects ofan accident. The new
heir to the family dignity and estates was a young
man of about four and twenty, who was known
more by reputation than by person to a wide circle
of cousins and kinsfolk.

And the reputation was an unpleasant one.
The numerous other 'Vedanths' in the
Krislmamurthy clan were distinguished one from
another chiefly by names of their residences or
professions, as Vedanth of Chennai, and Vedanth
the Surgeon, but this particular Vedanth was known
by the ignominious and expressive label ofVedanth
the Kleptomaniac. From his early childhood on-



ward he had been possessed by an acute and ob-
stinate form of Kleptomania; anything which be-
longed to others had an irresistiblfe attraction for
him. It was this sad habit of his that ha his aunt
worried that Sunday.

Awkwardness was indeed the prevailing note
that evening when the passing traveller was being
entertained. The talk flitted nervously and hurriedly
from one impersonal topic to another. The guest
had none ofthe furtivCj half-apologetic air that his
cousins had rather expected to find; he was polite
and well assured. His hosts, on the other hand, wore
an uneasy marmer. In the drawing-room, after din-
ner, their nervousness and awkwardnless increased.

"Oh, we haven't shown you the silver-
presents,” said Mrs. Krishnamurthy suddenly, as
though struck by a brilliant idea for the entertain-
ing the guest;" here they all are. Such, nice, useful

gifts."
I

"Especially these ten silver mugs,” put in
Sanjeevan." Yes, isn'titarmoying,"” went on Mrs.
Sanjeevan; "ten ofthem. What are we goingto do
with them all ?"

Vedanth occupied himself chiefly with such
of the gifts as were of antique interest, carrying
one or two ofthem overthe lamps to examine their
marks. The anxiety of his hosts at these moments
resembled the solicitude ofa catwhose newly form
kittens are being handed round for inspection.

I

After they had said "good night" to their visi-
tor, Mrs. Krishnamurthy expressed her conviction
that he had taken something.

"l fancy, by his maimer, that there was some-
thing up,” corroborated her husband."” Do you miss
anything ? Mrs. Krishnamurthy hastily counted the
array ofgifts." not really,” she said apprehensively,
" but these practised kleptomaniacs are so clever.
I'm sure he has taken something."

"How on earth are we to know ?" said
Sanjeevan. " That mean boy hasn't brought us a
present, and I'm hanged if he shall carry one off."

Al

"Tomorrow, when he's having his bath," said
Mrs. Sanjeevan excitedly," he's sure to leave his
keys somewhere, and we can go through his suit-
case. It's the only thing to do."”

On the morrow an alert watch was kept by
the conspirators behind half-closed doors, and when
Vedanth, clad in a gorgeous bathrobe, had made
his way to the bathroom, there was a swift and
fiirtive rush by two excited individuals towards the
principal guest chamber. Mrs. Sanjeevan kept guard
outside, while her husband first made a hurried and
successful search for the keys, and then plunged at
the suitcase of their guest. The guest was a very
brief one, a silver mug lay embedded in the folds
of some cotton shirts.

" The cunning brute”, said Mrs.
Krishnamurthy; " He took a silver mug because
there were so many; he thought one wouldn't be
missed Quick, fly down with it and put it back
among the others."

Vedanth was late in coming down to break-
fast, and his manner showed plainly that something
was amiss.

"It's an unpleasent thing to have to say," he
blurted out presently,"” but I'm afraid you must have
a thief among your servants. Something's been
taken out of my suitcase. It was a little present
from my mother and myselfon the eve of Diwali.
I should have given itto you last night after dinner,
only it happend to be a silver mug, and you seemed
annoyed at having so many ofthem, so | felt rather
awkward about giving you another. | thought I'd
get it changed for something else, and now it's
gone."

" Did you say it was from your mother and
yourself?" asked Mr. and Mrs. Krishnamurthy al-
most in unison.Vedanth the Kleptomaniac had been
an orphan these many years.

"Yes, my mother's at Delhijust now, she wrote
to me at Bangalore to try and get you something
guaintand pretty in the old silver line, and I pitched



3n this silver mug."”

Both the Krishnamurthys had turned deadly
pale. The mention of Bangalore had thrown a sud-
den light on the situation. It was Vedanth the sur-
geon, a very superior young man, who rarely came
within their social horizon, whom they had been
entertaining unawares in the supposed character
of Vedanth the Kleptomaniac Mrs.Shila
Krishnamurthy, his mother, moved in circles which
were entirely beyond their compass or ambitions,
and the son would probably one day be the Chief
Sergeon of his hospital. And they had rifled and
despoiled his suitcase! It was a case of mistaken
identity. Husband and wife looked blankly and des-
perately at one another. It was Mrs. Sanjeevan
who arrived first at an inspiration.

" Get me my balm, dear,” she said to her hus-
band; " I'm having aterrible headace. You'll find it
in the dressing room."

Sanjeevan Krishnamurthy dashed out of the
room with glad relief; " let her handle it all,” he
thought to himself.

Mrs. Sanjeevan turned to her guest with con-
fidential coyness.

"A doctor like you will know how to treat
this as if it hadn't happend Sanjeev’s little weak-
ness; it runs in the family."

"Good Lord! Do you mean to say Uncle's a
kleptomaniac, like my cousin, the one who always
snatches one thing or the other from almost every -
one?

"Oh, not exactly, "said Mrs. Sanjeevan, anx-
ious to whitewash her husband a little greyer than
she was painting him." He would never touch any-
thing that he found lying about, but he can't resist
making a raid on things that are locked up . You
doctors must be having a special name for it. He
must have pounced on your suitcase the moment
you went to your bath, and taken the first thing he
came across. Ofcourse, he had no motive for tak-
ing the mug; we've akeady got ten, as you know -
not, of course, that we don't value the kind gift
you and mother thought of giving us. Now due to
Sanjeev's sad act we have eleven of them in the
drawing room - Hush, here's your uncle coming.

Mrs. Sanjeevan broke offin some confusion,
and tripped out to meet her husband coming down
the stairs.

"It's all right,” she wishpered to him; I've
explained everything. Don't say anything more
about it."

"Brave little woman," said her husband, with
a gasp ofrelief; "I could never have done it."

Diplomatic reticence does not necessarily
extend to family affairs. Sanjeevan Krishnamurthy
was never able to explain why Mrs. Meenakshi
Kesri, an aunt ofVedanth the Surgeon, who stayed
with them in the following spring, always carried
two very obviousjewel - cases with her to the bath-
room, explaining them to anyone she chanced to
meet in the corridor as her manicure and face-mas-
sage set. Poor Mr. Sanjeevan Krishnamurthy!

Jaya Phookan isa studentofH.S. 2ndyear (Arts).



A Price to Pay

Aditi Bhattacharjee

A single tear trickled down her cheek. It was
amazing - tears never left her eyes. Two
days ha elasped - forty-eight hours of
trauma, oftears and ofhope. No news. She looked

at the calender - Friday, 25th of March.

The nightmare began on Wednesday. She had
gone shopping with Arun, her husband. It was his
birthday and she had saved money for weeks and
months, cutting on household expenses, to buy him
a watch - not just a watch but that handsome an-
tique gold watch he lusted for - for such a long
time. Darkness had set in as they strolled up to-
wards the shop. But they never covered those last
few yards. Before them, a car appeared out ofdark-
ness and Arun was bodily snatched and pushed
into the vehicle by two men. Shiela had screamed
(her scream was still fresh in her memory) but was
pushed off roughly. By the time she gathered her
wits, everything was over. She was left lying on
the pavement, left alone to tackle the Jjolice pro-
ceedings, the probingjournalists and alone above
all, the painfiil, jumbled emotions!

Theirs was an arranged marriage. Shiela had
found all the qualities of her dream man in Anm
and one look into his warm, brown ej"es and she
was lost in them. Three years spenttogether made
them friends, soulmates in happiness and grief
Arun earned an average salary from a local news-
paper he worked in and did some investigative
journalism in his spare time. His friends often told
her, ‘Arun has courage in his pen to expose the
evils of the prevalent society. Let's pray that evil
never overcomes him.” Shiela had felt pride and
love for her honest and principled hiisband and
always encouraged him in his endeavour to shun
evil. Little did she know the consequence!

At first, the police were full of promises -

"We are doing our best, madam. Your husband will
be with you by to-night." And now, two nights have
passed.Every second was vibrant with her hopes
and prayers. She had called his friends but they
avoided her as if She were diseased. None came
to console her. Even neighbours, out ofterror, kept
inside their houses. She wished for a friend - a
support but her only companions were tears and
memories - good ones - happy days spent with
Arun.

The gloomy silence of the room was broken
by the shrill ringing ofthe telephone. She snatched
up the reciever - eyes bright with mingled hope
and fear. The police. "Madam, we have found
someone who fits your husband's description. We
need you for identification. With wings on her feet,
she rushed to the hospital, ferverently praying,

"O God, let it be Arun, let him be alive and
breathing."

The sight which awaited her made her feel
nauseous. The man on the bed was Arun yet it was
not: A mere shadow ofthe strong and dashing per-
son her husband used to be. The hooligans had
inflicted all possible pain - not aplace on his body
was unbruised, his hands were cut off, bones bro-
ken and .... and his eyes - his warm brown eyes
she loved so much were gone - gone forever. They
informed her that he was blinded and maimed for-
ever. Buthe still breathe - Shiela could see his chest
moving beneath the bandages. A whole gamut of
emotions took hold of her - relief, love and finally
pain and realisation.

What was Arun without his pen ? Was it
enough for a person to breathe only - to exist? What
kind of existance would it be? That of a vegeta-
ble. Was it not easier to pump bullets into him? At
least he could die in peace. Now Arun would con-
tinue to exist in this dark, painfiil and empty world
of his but he would crease to live.

And yet another burst oftears flooded Shiela's
eyes.

Miss Bhattacharjee is a student of TD.C.Indyear. Arts.
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duelling proverbs

Astichintime.........

Karma Wang's
T.D.C. llird Year (English)

probably doesn't make much difference !

Many popular sayings are correct, even insightful, when applied to life's circumstances. But when proverbs are
viewed without qualification, they can cancel each other out. For instance, while it is often true that "too many cooks
spoils the broth”, there are times when “two heads are better than one”.

Read on because:

“He who hesitates is lost”
But
“Look before you leap”
000
“Birds of same feather flock together”
But
“Opposites attract”
000
“Your'e n'eer too old to learn”
But
“You can't teach an old dog new tricks”
000
“Ask no questions and hear no lies,”
But
“Ask and you shall receive.”
000
“Variety is the spice of life”
But
“Don't change horses in mid-stream”
000
“Doubt is the begining, not, the end of wisdom”
But
“Faith will move mountains”
000
“The pen is mightier than sword”
But
“Actions speak louder than words.”
000
“Don't cross the bridge unless (till) you come to it”
But
“Forewarned is forearmed”
000

“Silence is golden”

But
“The squeaky wheel gets the grease”
000
“Clothes make the man”,
But
“N'ver judge abook by, its cover”.
000
A miss is as good as a mile”.
But
“Half a loaf is better than none.”
00O
“True love waits....”
But
“Time and tide wait for none.”
00O
“An old fox is not easily snared”
But
“There's no fool like an old fool.”
000
“Practice makes perfect,”
But
“All work and no play make Jack a dull boy.”
000
“If you lie down with dogs, you'll get up with fleas.’
But
“If you can't beat 'em, join 'em.”
000
And finally:
“If at first you Don't succeed, try, try again.”
But

“Don't beat a dead horse”.O



Poetry

Women's Liberation

Ankita Bhattacharjee

Soon after taking birth,

She is pushed into the life of darkness.

With a curtain on her face

Within the four walls of her dwelling she lives,
But still she is a symbol oftolerance and peace.
Motherly love, she bestows to all

A loving wife she is

Yet she is unknown to this world,

For she lives within the four walls of her dwelling.

Now its time for her

To shed the curtain of her face

To glitter like the diamond, of the queens necklace
To twinkle on the earth

Like the stars of the stany nights.

Breaking the four walls of her dwelling

Today, she must walk into the path of glory®
Conquering every peak

Yes- its women's liberation

This is what my poem speaks....0J

mA/N—

A Begger's Dream

Beside the roadside dust he lay
His empty bowl in his hand

His body bare and withered hair
Lies there on the sand

Then in the dreams of sleep

He sees his native land

Where he sang the songs ofjoy
Amidst nature's musical bond

Through the very heart of his dreamland
The narrow streams flowed

And he heard the braying sheep
Descend the mountain road.

He saw his dark eyed queen

Among the children she stands

They lived together in a happy cottage
Under nature's hand.

The golden fields, green at one time
Overflowed their godown

They lived a peaceful life

To everyone it was known.

Then through the triumphs of his dream
He heard someone scream

It indeed was the scream of his life
Making everything dim.

Nature took away everything it gave
Even his dear one's life

It was a sorrow so disturbing that

It woke him from his sleep.

Then he finds himselfnot in the
Caring hands of nature

But in the roadside dust he lay
Without a future.O)

-A/V

AN

Dip Raja Mill
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Yet, Ido dream

Namrata Phukan
H.S. Il year (Arts)

Let us go to the golden days -

of the precious past

Where there is love, smiles

And golden dreams

Where the sun also welcomes us
With her shiny smile.

But, Oh !

I know.

No lily blossoms here today
*No spring comes here today
And

None will come to me
To bring me to the golden world again !

Yet, | do dream

Ofthe golden days - When we together ¢
Built a dream land

Even on a chilly day.Q

\

The Graveyard

Deboroopa Bhattacharyya
H.S 1styear (Arts)

Still and silent they sleep.

On beds of stone pillowed with earth.

.......... O Lord, shall one of them ever wake up

to listen to my song of sorrow ?

For whom do these feeling pour out of my heart ?
That child who was buried at the age of ten.

Or for that man who was a hero amongst all men ?
............ All day long I wander aimlessly along.

And at night I've got my lifeless friends to hear my
song.

All around me are dead people, they say,

But I can see, the whole world's people,

are dead in someway;

Some dead out of ignorance, some dead over pelf.
Some dead out of hatred, some dead to themselves.
......... O Lord, my song remains to soothe someone

Ifyou spot one, wake me up at night.OJ
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A Handful of Darkness

Rashmi Bala Gakhar
T.D.C. 2nd year (English)

This morning : lying in the debris oftorn souls;
This daybreak ; wobbling in the tides of hot blood;
Troughs of shadows moving painfully,

Unavailing, subdued wails.....

Their fear without knowledge -

Their suffering blind -

Threatening clouds shedding agony;

Elevating remorse....regret...repentance -

Surely, this is not what we had worked for;
This 'Morning'

in whose eager quest eve had set out

Arm in arm -

Our cries....."Jai Hind"

reverberating through waves of hills

ever whispering forests.

surely, this is not the destination of our stars
which had travelled

through the currents of the dark night.

....... faint there sense of exhaustion

....... their attempt to anchor the heart's anguish.

The moon coming up over the jagged trees -
hadn't it prepared the way for morning ?
Pearl-green leaves glistering in the sun ?
trees silvery with due ?

here is that water song

and musical whistle of birds ?

that attractive scent of warmth

scratching the thick neil of mist ?

The street light stares with unwinking eyes-
the blue dome overhead is speechless-

the memories ofthose days of struggle
peep through the blind eyes of my soul

to grasp all that is left

__ahandful ofdarkness !

heart - rending screams !

A shadow leanig on a crutch

moues on.....

supplicating for company....

the souls of the martyrs

petitioning for its loneliness.... O

Fine expressions

Jaya Phookan
H.S.IInd. year (Arts)

My pen stood poised

Waiting for the pressure.

The sheet lay ahead,
Virginal,untouched.

The memory of past truimphs,
O f battles fought

and pages filled

flitted around it.

The art ofarticulation
Was always a struggle
But when did it become
A war ?

Images, meataphors, smiles,
What ofthem?

words can now only

Be strung sputtering, muttering
3ut never speaking.

\ wallk through the streets.
Dr an afternoon in the sun.
\ night of passion,
jraday of boredom

>11 lost,

IoS¥in an expanse

Ofwhite blinding light
From an unwritten sheet. O



The Spring Primrose

Mohan Teron
T.D.C. lind Year (English)

How fresh and fragrant,

How bright and jaunty

You are, O spring primrose!

That blooms amidst a strange garden!

Twinkling like the Heavenly Stars
That peep through my house eaves.
You dance in winnowing wind

By the side of lovely Spring.

Primrose! are you truly a flower
Or but unfortunate Harmonia?
Know not I why you are there!
How | wonder who you are!

Hippotads whispers at your ear,
Stars do smile from a far

The cosy bed on which you rest,
Oft does visit Morpheus,

Make with you a Happy Jest.

O, if  were butabee

How oft would I have been

To your realm for sweet honey.
Hum the whole day in glee! O

The otd women and the ‘C’

Arunav Jyoti Gogoi

Wrinkled and scratchy.

Blackish and dull,

As if a punctured balloon

Was her face!

A thin toothpicky fingered hand.
With a chalk that glinted
Scratching was she on a slate,

a little blacker than her face.

Learning to write English was she.
She wrote the A

She wrote the B

And she stopped at the ‘C’.

The teacher, a toddler,

taught her again and again.

But again the women

Wrote the A

the B,

But stopped at the C.

Actually it was the language that drifted her.
Wasn't her son Englishly educated ?

Itwas this language he learned!

But why is he now away from her?

Its the iVBC he learnt

That took him away to the place where he worked
Away from her.

Her mind goes to these thoughts.
When she writes A

AtB i||oes further

Soatc \

She Stops!0
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The Search

Minakshi Sarma
T.D.C lind year (Anthropology)

Who cares ? | have my life :
Have to keep pace with the brambles oftime
Don't want to get lost, you know,

Have to think of home and earn a dime

This is what they think and say

With eyes scanning the horizon, the people of today
Glory they seek, perform tedious tasks

Fears others' progression and desperate for a way
Strives to become a star and shine down upon all
Challenges are gallantly met-why surrender?
Unintelligible and inferior not, and, drunk with ambi-
tion

Have to be efficient, cannot afford a blunder
Competition is stiffand time elusive

Get to run and light up the lamps of life

Throating screams and yells, and, alert always

Into the sea of struggle, they plunge a dive

Scared to got lost; But, I ask-

What have you gdt?JH|ve you found yourselves?

Is the glory in which you bask any worth ?

When man tramples man and what continue are but
brutal games. O

M other
Antu Kanti Dey

I stand on the shore

Facing the resonant roars of the sea,
With just a spoonful of nectar,

To stir and sweeten the sea.

An unknown hand took me

Down the doleful darkness,

Where gelid waters and scarcity reigns
To reval struggling creatures alive
And to fathom a mother's pain.

The broken glasses flayed the dermis.
The wrinkled face faced the chill.
Yet, her querulous cry, I couldn't hear
Coz away from the cradle.

Where none to soothe my screams,

I slept with the momento more
Ofmy puerile dreams.

After her weary hands

Put offthe lights.

Her eyes searched in darkness
The smile she missed

And cried for the kiss she wished

These excruciating tentacles of maternity.
Where she dumped the next mom,

I never knew for at the sun-rise

I saw her adore the mysterious maestro
And cuddle all, though she knew,

Those were (ephemeral) shining drops of dew.
The hailstorm razed all.

Yet, the 'lighthouse'stood erect

To guide 'ships' at nightfull.

The sun rose to kiss

The horizon's crimson lips-

All eyes at that magnetic scene when.
Mute drops curtain mine why ?

'Coz | am no Keats, no' Worth

Just a footman to rise at footman's cry.

When fast asleep is all other,

What tekes me to that wilderness

and drives me still farther.

Isjust the thought - they too have a mother.CJ
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Public Opinion
Jaya Phookan
H.S. 1styear

No matter how cautiously | tread
My foot always slips
Just a little, just enough

To dislodge the tiniest pebble.

It teeters for a long moment

On the edge ofthe precipice

Before it begins its tortuous journey
Bumping from ear to ear,
Snowballing as it goes

Until it descends like an avalanche
Upon my petrified soul

And crushes it to dust.

Eyebrow shoot up.

Arched like bows that are

Ready to be discharged.

Eyes shoot disapproval,

And I quiver in conscientions guilt.

Why, the accusation behind
Even those delicate eye lashes
Whips me without mercy

And welts like invisible rashes
Erupt all over my being.

In this age of modem medievalism
We don transparent armours,
Clutch collapsible shields

And when the gruelling duel O

Naked beauty

Nayan Mani Baishya
| T.D.C. lind year (Arts)

A job is vacant there ;

They are like flies on a wound

But, their hands are tied with chains
They can't dream, even

When they cry an application should be there
Sir, I want to cry.

O, life, my dreams are naked

No cloth is there to cover thee
Which colour would you like ?
Please tell me.

Oh time, give me way

And sew my dream's tom

With the needle of

The rising suns to be born.Q









CENTENARY CH_EBRATION
CF
GOTTONCOULEE

Dr. Satyendra Kr. Choudhury, General Secretary
Cotton College Centenary Celebration Committee

Cotton College is preparing to step into the next millennium after completing a century of glorious service to the
cause of higher education not only in the state of Assam but also in the other states ofthe present North Eastern
Region of the country. During the course of its journey which commenced on 27th May 1901, it has come to
establish itselfas atrend - setter not only inthe context of higher education ofthe entire region but also in playing
a crucial role inthe Socio Cultural Renaissance of Assam. It is now in the threshold ofa new era in which human
resource development will be most crucial forrapid economical and technological stride the country now requires
in the changing scenario ofnew world order. It is inthe interest ofthe country in general and ofthe state of Assam
in particular that the institution which has played the historic role as harbinger ofeducational, cultural and social
progress of the state must be prepared to meet the needs of the students of the state so that they can face the
challenges ofthe 21st century with courage and conviction.

With this aim in mind ajoint meeting of the representative of staff council. Cotton College Union Society
and Cotton College Employee's Union was held on 31.5.97 under the presidentship of Dr. (Mrs) I. Mahanta, the
then Dean, Cotton College where it was decided to form a broad based centenary committee comprising students,
teachers and employees ofthe college. This resulted in the formation ofthe Cotton College Centenary Celebration
Committee.

Structure of Cotton College Centenary Celebration Committee;-
1. The Stearing Committee
i)  All Heads of Department of Cotton College.
ii)  Two representatives from each teaching department.
iii)  President, Cotton College Teacher's Association. (CCTA).



iv)  Secretary, Cotton College Teacher's Association (CCTA).
V) Student Vice-president, Cotton College Union Society (CCU!).
vi)  General Secretary, CCUS.
vii) All other members CCUS.
viii) 3 student members other than CCUS members.
iX) President, Cotton College Employees Association (CCEA).
X)  Secretary,(CCEA).
xi) 5 other members from Employee's Association (includingt ,0member from the IV grade staff).
xii) 10 representative of Alumni Association.
xiii) 1 Chartered Accountant.
xiv)  1llLegal Adviser.
xv)  5representative of Almuni from out side the state.
xvi)  All executives members ofthe Cotton College Centenary lelebration Committee.
xvii) 5 Ex-teachers including one Ex-principal, Cotton College
xviii) 5 Prominent Citizens.
2. The Executive Committee
i)  President
ii) 4 Working Presidents.
iii) 6 Vice- Presidents & one Student VP.
iv)  General Secretary CCCCC.
v) Treasurer, CCCCC.
vi) 6 Joint Secretary.(including president, Cotl:on College E jiployees' Association)
vii) 7 Organising Secretaries & GeneralSecretary CCUS.
viii)  Executive Members.

Two Representative of Hostel Superintendent, Two RepresentatiA of the Head of the Department, One representative from
PWD (Building Division) (Govt, of Assam), One Representative om Education Department (Govt, of Assam), One Repre-
sentative from UGC, One Representative from Finance & Plam ing ( Govt, of Assam),President Cotton College Teachers'
Association, Two Representative of CCTA, Two Representative from CCEA, Three Representative from CCUS including
Assistant General Secretary, One Representative fiom each teaci tog department which is not represented in the Executive
Committee by the above members.

One representative from each teaching department which isnot presented in the Executive Committee by the above mem-
bers.

3. Sub-committees
i)  Finance Sub-Committee.
ii)  Publication Sub-Conunittee.
iii)  Physical infra-structui:e Sub-Committee.
iv)  Cultural Sub-Committee.
v)  Publicity & Office Sub-Committee.
vi)  Academic Sub-Committee.
vii)  Sports and Student V/elfare Sub-Committee.
viii)  Alumni Sub-Connmittee.
4. Joint Committees
i)  Office and Publicity Sub-Committee v/ith Almuni Sub-Committee.
ii)  Publication Sub-Committee with Cultiiral Sub-Committee.

iii) Physical infrastracture Sub-Committee with Finance Sub-Committee.
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iv) Academic Sub-Committee with Sports & Student Welfare Sub-Committee.

Members of the Executive Committee

1 President

2. Working President

3. -Do-

4. -Do-

5. - Do -

6. Vice president

7. - Do -

8. -Do-

9. -Do-

10. -Do -

11 -Do-

12 - Do - Student Vice President CCUS
13.  General Secretary

14. Treasurer

15. Jt. Secretary

16. -Do-

17. -Do-

18. -Do-

19. - Do -

20. -Do-

21.  Organising Secretary

22. -Do-

23. -Do-

24, -Do-

25. - Do -

26. -Do-

27. -Do-

28. General Secretary, CCUS

29. Member; President, CCTA

30. -Do- ;Reprasentative of HOD
3L -Do- ; -Do-

32. -Do- ; Representative of Hostel Supdt
33. -Do- ;-Do-

34, -Do- ;Representative of CCTA
3.  -Do- ; -Do-

36. -Do- ; Representative of CCEA
37. -Do- ;-Do-

38. -Do- ;Representative of CCUS (AGS)
39. -Do- ;-Do-

40. -Do- ;

41, - Do - ; Representative from PWD.
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Dean, Cotton College.

Prof. D.K. Barooah (ECO).

Dr.R. Thakuria (AS).

Dr. K. Pathak (Phy).

Prof. D. Dutta (Eng).

Dr. R.N. Bhattacharya (Bot).
Prof B. Talukdar (Hist).

Dr. R. Pathak (As).

Prof K.Choudhury (Chem).

Prof (Mrs) R. Ahmed (Z00).
Dr. I.K. Bhattacharya (Z00).

Dr. S.K. Choudhuty (Chem).
Prof. B. Bhagabati (Math).
Prof (Mrs) L.Das (Edu).

Dr. (Mrs) M. Rahaman (Geog).
Dr. S. Bora (Sansk).

Prof K. Bhuyan (Eng).

Dr. A.Barman (Hindi).

Mr. Hari Nath, President, CCEA,
Dr. S. Lahakar (Math).

Dr. B.C. Kalita (Geog).

Prof R.Islam (Zoo).

'An~ P, Sharma (Geog).

R. Rajkhowa (Zoo0).
Baishya (Phy).
Prof S. Patgiri (Bot).

Prof T. Sirkar (Math).

Prof S. Bhadra (Sansk).
Prof D. K. Bardaloi (Bot).
Prof (Mrs). S. Sarma (Zoo).
Prof (Mrs). L. Nath (Hist).
Dr. J. Patgiri (Phil).

Md. S. Ali.

Md. M. Rahman.
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43. -Do - ; Representative from U. G. C.

The committee felt that further development of the existing academic and infrastructural facilities ofthe

college is a must for celebrating the Centenary from 27th May 2001 to 26th May 2002 in a befitting
manner.

The college was established by the government in response to the demand from the people ofthe region.
Naturally, therefore involvement ofthe governmentand the people is expected in the future development
of the college as well. Keeping this in mind the Centenary Celebration Committee organised a public
meeting on the 27th May ( the foundation day of the college), 1998. In that meeting views on the plans
and proposals of the committee for the development of the college in connection with the Centenary
Celebration were announced. A number of distinguished citizens gave us suggestions for the further
development ofthe college as well as guidelines for meeting our objectives. We are keeping a record of
their suggestions as a guide to success.

Comments of some speakers at the public meeting held on 27.5.98

Pulin Das (Ex-student 1937 - 39): More emphasis ought to be laid on sports and games in the centenary activity ; the
college hospital should be made effective and functional.

Bibekananda Talukdar (Sport Secretary CCUS 1950): The Celebration Committee catmot afford to bank on Govt, and
alone. Efforts sould be made to realise funds from MPs and MLAs who happen to be ex-student ofthe college. MPs should be
requested to contribute Rs. 1,00,000/- each and MLAs Rs. 10,000/- each. Industrialist, Tea planters, the ONGC etc should
be approached for funds. Silver emblems should be sold to ex-students at a price not below Rs. 100/-.

Suren Ram Phookan (Ex-Cottonian): Some concrete measure ought to be taken up for the development of sports activities
of the college. Centenary Celebrations should not be confined to Cotton College or Guwahati alone but should be held in

different parts of Assam. There is a strong need for a comprehensive budget. State Govt, should be forthcoming with financial
assistance.

Haren Das (Ex-Secretary CCUS): Cotton College being my alma mater, | am ready to contribute my writings in whatever
capacity possible for the development of the college.

Girin Barua (Cotton Blue, 1953): Factors responsible for non-completion of the Indoor Stadium of the college should be
proved and the authorities concerned in this regard ought to be taken to task.

S.N. Sarma, ex-secretary P.W.D. (Ex-Cottonian): The present hospital building ought to be pulled down and converted
into a multi-storied one. The proposed wardens' building should also be 4 storeyed one.

Himanta Biswa Sarnia (Ex. General Secretary, CCUS) : Cotton college should be made a deemed university in the real
sense ofthe term. The centenary of Cotton College ought to be looked upon as the Centenary of higher education in the state.

Satyendra Prasad Deka (Ex.Cottonian): Some kind of agreement ought to be made with the Publication Board with regard
to the proposed centenary publications.

Arnabjan Deka (Ex. Cottonian): Ex student ofthe college who are settled abroad should be requested to contribute hundred
dollars each to the Centenary fund.

Mr. V. B. Pyarelal, Education Commissioner, Govt, of Assam : 1congratulate the Centenary Committee for its efforts. It
should be spelt out in clear terms whether Cotton College should be made an autonomous college or a deemed university.
Further, I am strongly in the favour of the formation of a museum in the college. The college in my opinion should start
collecting materials for building a museum and hold an exhibition, if possible.

Professor A.K. Goswamee (Retd. Principal, Cotton College, Guwahati): The centenary celebration is an occasion to
recapture the spirit of the earlier fomative years. An alumni foundation should be started with a target of at least 4000
members who can contribute a minimum of Rs.5000/- each so that a sum of at least Rs. 1 crore can be raised.

Over and above this the development of the college and the Assamese society finds its reflection in archival material which
needs to be collected and preserved. For the same purpos e an additional campus should be constructed. There should be, in the
proposed museum, a section for the records of important events of the college in the past years.Cotton College should be
developed into a centre of excellence in the complete sense of the term.




jatin nath (Lecturer of the college in 1953 - 54): It is necessary to prepare biographical sketches and profiles of eminent
professors and former faculty, whose contribution to the growth of Cotton College is seminal to its history. Besides selected
works from the back volumes of Cottonian should be anthologised and republished both in English and Assamese.

Dr. K.C.Paul, Dean Cotton College: | earnestly request everybody to contribute towards the development of Cotton Col-
lege.

Cotton College was established in 1901 as an under graduate college with 5 proffessors/lecturers and 45
students. The college has grown over the last 98 years as a first grade college with about 224 Lecturers/
Professors and nearly 4700 students. On the basis ofthe academic achievements the college was recog-
nised as one of the best colleges under the Calcutta University in 1948. In fact Cotton College acted as a
mother institution at the time of the establishment of the Gauhati University. In the period 1912-15 the
college secured affiliation (under the Calcutta University) for Honours in all the arts and science subjects
offered by it then with the exception of Persian (in which the Honours course was introduced in 1925).
In the course of time new subjects irl science and arts stream were introduced in the college. All the
subjects in science and arts stream taught to-day were introduced in the undergraduate level before
1965. From 1969 PG classes in science and humanities came to be gradually introduced in the college (In
1914 MA classes in English were started but were abolished in 1933). Now post-graduate and under-
graduate courses in 21 subjects are being taught in Cotton College in addition to higher secondary classes.

Cotton College has produced generations of intellectuals who have contributed to the develop-
ment of the state and the region in different spheres of the activity. Moreover it has been a centre of
assimilation ofrich cultural diversity ofthe region. The institute truly represents a cosmopolitan outlook
befitting a unitary university. It has also been providing scope for the development ofthe latent talents of
young generation from different parts bf the state. The college should be accorded a special status of its
own so that it can play a much larger role in nurturing young talents. It is worthwhile to mention here that
the colleges ofthe similar standing else>vhere in the country or abroad have indeed been accorded special
status long ago.

The completion of 100 years ofthe college at the dawn of the twenty first century, also suggests increasing
responsibilities ofthe college for which it is urgently necessary that the college be declared an AUTONOMOUS
INSTITUTE without delay.

The national policy on education also emphasises that a chain of institutions of excellence in the country
may lead paneffective improvement of the academic environment. Such institutions will obviously provide inte-
grated teaching facilities combining postgraduate teaching with there ofundergraduate and research where teach-
ers and students will get more scope and opportunity to make innovations and to respond quickly to the needs of
the society as well as to the local and global requirements ofhuman resources. To begin with, the grant ofautono-
mous Status to Cotton College therefore, vvould provide the necessary motivation for the above purpose.

The philosophy underlying the conceptofCotton College in itsrole as AUTONOMOUS COLLEGE is that
it will act as a pace setter and testing ground for bold experiments in teaching and evaluation and in learning,
advancing and disseminating knowledge in the different areas of the humanities, social sciences and pure sci-
ences. The college will stress on overall development of human excellence of individual students . The College

will strive to reach a status of national importance and to serve as a catalyst in generating new knowledge and
methods of instructions.

Aims of Autonomy

Under the present set up as an affiliated college under an University with a large number of other
colleges having different standards the institution cannot afford to experiment with innovative ideas. Nor
can it introduce modem course of studies. It also becomes difficult to update the syllabus beyond a
certain limit as the students of various institutions who generally come to the college from different
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socio-economic background cannot cope with equal competence. Under the existing system of affilia-
tion a university cannot differentiate between the colleges in terms of academic standard. Consequently
some outstanding colleges of the university which draw meritorious students and have the capacity to
improve cannot introduce modem courses of studies or modify or restructure the syllabus or introduce
reform in examination system.

The main aim of granting autonomy “s to restructutre courses and to make them relevant to the
needs of the society thereby providing for improving skill and capacity of the students, so that they are
prepared for the challenges of new jobs that are coming and also for making themselves suitable for self
employment without diminishing their scope to go for higher studies.

An autonomous college can introduce new courses, devise new methods of instruction and evalu-
ation on experimental basis which the parent university can accept on their successful implementation as
model for other colleges. All these exercise are meant to achieve higher standard and greater creativity
and to formulate a model for future implementation by the parent university.

Infrastructural facilities of the college in the context of centenary

The existing structures in the college premises are sufficient to house and accommodate the 4700 odd
students from higher secondary to PG level ;besides the 224 teachers of 21 departments. The only new
structures erected in the recent past are the Banikanta Bhawan and A.C. Dutta Bhawan ( in the Botany
department) and expansion has been actually very little whatever development has taken place is negli-
gible considering the requirements for whatever the academic growth and co-curricular activities of the
college.

It is a matter of amazement that the college does not even have a common room for boys. The
makeshift common room for girls is also far too small to serve the needs of about 1500 girl students of
the college. The library building is another instance of the inadequacy facilities provided to the students.
Because ofthe lack ofspace no new facility has been introduced in the library. For 4700 students and 224
teachers, the present space of the library is ridiculously inadequate. Further, there are not enough facili-
ties for the sports activities of the students. The existing hostels cannot fully meet the demands of the
students besides being rather outdated in terms of utility and comfort. Each year a large number of
meritorious students from different parts of the state have to return without fulfilling their dreams of
studying in the college because ofthe non-avmlability ofhostel accommodation. The problem has aggra-
vated after the introduction of PG classes in aill the departments of the college. Though the construction
ofan indoor stadium and a new PG hostel wa$S started a long time ago they were left in incomplete stage.
In the last few years, no effort has been madeto complete them. Along with these unfinished structures,
the construction of the Guest house remains to be completed. Again, some ofthe existing structures like
the Chemistry building, the oldest and perhaps , most impressive building of the college, are in such
deploable condition that they are not in a position to be repaired and it is unfortunate that new structures
will sooner or later have to be erected in theirplace. Most ofthe Assam type hostel buildings are also in
deplorable conditions. However if, some ofthese Assam Type Hostel building are replaced by multistoried
buildings then the problem of the space for other new constructions can be solved to some extant. New
constructions will be needed to accommodate the new faculties proposed to be introduced after granting
ofautonomy to the college, besides providing facilities to the students. The hospital of Cotton College is
also in very bad shape and needs immediate renovation.

Plans and proposals of the Centenary Committee
Considering the present academic state  d other infrastructural facilities and academic activities
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ofthe college, the committee felt that the college should be further developed in these respects immedi-
ately. Again, during the Centenary Celebration it has been proposed to bring out a number of important
publications to reflect the history ofthe college, its contribution over the last 100 years and other related
matters significant to the development of the; cultural and intellectual temper ofthe stall. The Centenaiy
Committee has not finalised the programmes ofthe celebration yet. A general summary ofthe intended
plans and proposals were made public in the meeting held of 27th May 1998. These plans and proposals
are:

1. Improvement of existing academic infrustructural facilities of the college.

2. Improvement ofacademic activities by introducing Academic Autonomy ofthe college and the intro-
duction ofnew subjects like Mass communication, Computer Science, Business Administration, etc.

3. Publication ofa new conmiemorative volumes related to the role of Cotton College in the academic
and socio cultural development ofthe North East India.

4. Completion of the unfinished structures which include Indoor Stadium, Guest House and PG Boy's
Hostel.

5. Construction of Library Building as the Centenary Building.
6. Construction of new staictures.

i) Two numbers of three storied hostel block having the capacity of 200 students in each block.
(Total cost Rs. 3,22,93,264.00)

ii) Construction of grade 1V employees quarters (three storied)
(Total cost Rs. 95,66,199.00)

iii) Construction of wardens, quarters (three storied)
(Total cost Rs. 30,69,268.00)

iv) Construction of new Academic Block (four-storied)
(Total cost Rs.4,42,39,177.00)

v) Construction of Parking area
(TotalcostRs.il,23,837.00)

vi) Construction of Data Centre, Students Day Home and Canteen
(Total cost Rs. 43,47,794.00)

vii) Construction of Museum (three sitoried)
(Total cost Rs. 83,22,526.00)

viii) Constrution of Open-air theatre
(Total cost Rs.22,86,723.00)

iX) Construction of Boundary walls (Main) and internal Main Roads and Peripheral drains etc.
(Total cost Rs. 11,33,250.00)

These constructions are planned in the Central Zone ofthe College encompassed by Nabin Chandra
Bardaloi Road, Ananda Ram Barua Road, College Hostel Road and Lakshmi Nath Bezbania Road. In
this area the KBR Auditorium, MCB Administrative Building, B.K. Kalita Bhawan, Principal's quarter,
a few Hostels etc are currently situated.

The committee has worked out in detail the estimated cost of these proposed constructions. In fiiture
such type of plaiming can also be conceived for other areas ofthe college.
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7.

Formation of Alumni Association

Some other proposals may also be made for the future development of the college on the basis of

the necessity and priority.

Strategy for Imptementation of plans and proposals
The Centenary Committee has worked out the detail of the implementation of the various plans

and proposals in connection with the centenary celebration. These are summarised below ;

1

We have already received Government's approval for the construction ofthe Library Building. The
Construction is already underway. We expect that the Government will take the initiative to com-
plete the building by 2000AD.

We expect that the Government will come forward to complete the construction of the Indoor Sta-
dium, Guest House and PG Boys' Hostel.

The cost ofthe publication of the commemorative volumes will be met by the fund raised from ex-
Cottonians and well wishers of Cotton College.

We plan to approach various corporate houses both private and public, for the construction of the
new structures.

Academic autonomy will have to be granted at the initiative ofthe Government. The Cotton College
Teachers' Association has already initiated the move for autonomy. The Association has submitted
a detailed proposal to the Government for implementing the Autonomy of the college. The intro-

duction ofnew subjects will be brushed and formally processed after the autonomy ofthe college is
granted.

The Cotton College Centenary Celebration Committee has already initiated the following :

The committee has already sent letters/ application to Sjt. Monmohan Singh, MP (through the Deputy
Commissioner™ Kamrup), Sjt. Bhubaneswar Kalita, MP and Sjt. Arun Sharma, MP requesting the neces-
sary fund to complete the unfinished structures.

2.

The committee has contacted the ex-Cottoiiians living in the USA and Canada through Internet for
their involvement in the centenary. The response is quite encouraging.

The Committee has started registering the neimes of ex-Cottnians of Assam to form Alumni Associa-
tion.

The committee has already approached the Consultative Committee of Tea Planters Association for
their help in constructing some new structures.

The committee has already traced the descendent of Sir Henry Cotton in the UK. We have commu-
nicated to Sir John Cotton (89) who lives in Hanspshire, UK, and is the grandson of Sir Henry

Cotton. We expect that at least one representative of the family of Sir Cotton will attend the Cente-
nary Celebrations of the college.

The Cotton College Centenary Celebration Committee hopes for and expects the whole-hearted
involvement of the people of Assam in making this historical institution of higher education of the
state a unique institution of its kind in the world on the occasion of its centenary. With the help and
co-operation of all Cottonians, past and present and the people of Assam at large, we are sure that the

centenary of Cotton College will be celebrated in a most grand manner, befitting the historic occa-
sion. O
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“The Cotton College was established in 1901; so it
was a healthy ten-year-old institution when ljoined the staff
at the end of the February, 1911, Mr. Sudmersen was the
principal and had been so, | think, from its inception. No
principal ever gave more devoted and unstinting seivice to
his charge than he did. As somebody said:" Mr. Sudmersen
was the Cotton College and the Cotton College was Mr.
Sudmersen." (A Reminiscence By David Thompspon, Ex-
principal, Cotton College, Guwahati : The Golden Jubilee

Volume ; Cotton College, Gauhati, 1951-52, page - 81).
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" Sudmersen and Tompson used to go out for a walk
just when the hostellers had their outing and they used to
return just when the return bel rang for the students. Like
students they too would sit behind the book case till bed-
time. These were really wholetime principals. Both these
were regorous in checking accounts, even hostel accounts.”
(My Reminiscences of a Generation Time; By Hem Baruah,

Cotton College Diamond Jubilee Volume, Page -149)
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fiic™ C®R%T—" Mr David
Thompson, M. A. Ph. D (Glasgow &Gottingen), was princi-
pal and senior professor of chemistry in the college for a
good number of yers between 1926 and 1933 and he served
the cause of education in Assam also in other capacities
as Inspector of schools and D.P.l. He was tall, straight and
handsome, a staunch teetotaler in habits and severely pu-
ritanic in soul. He ably kept flying the high banner of
Sudmersen by his inspiring example and singularly scru-
pulous sense of duty. Working every minute of his time, he
would go through the entire ness accounts and reject any
entry which was "not properly attested". The bell struck and
he set his foot upon the college building, and working
unremittently retired to his quarters only when the students
dispersed at the final bell. It is said that the Englishman's
God is the clock; itwas more so with this Scotchman." (The
principals at the college) prof. C.N. kalita M.A, BL; the
Golden Jubilee Volume; cotton college: Guwahati 1951-52;

page 102)

S

" He burned with a zeal to do Something for his stu-
dents and he grudged no pains to see that everything ran
in order. Dr. Thompson was a Scottish gentleman and had
genuine sympathy for Indian aspirations unlike the Imperi-
alists of his day. The tenacity in his work that he showed
and the drive that he gave, | do not consider as matters of
the past, since they are still reverberating in the atmos-
phere. When we look to the past, we see the light of other
days around us." (A Glimpseof My College Days) Holiram
Deka, Cotton College Diamond Jubilee Commemoration

Volume (1901-1961), page-135)
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“The cotton college was established in 1901; so it
was a healthy ten-year-old institution when ljoined the staff
at the end of the February, 1911. Mr. Sudmersen was then
principal and had been so, | think, from its inception. No
principal ever gave more devoted and unstinting service to
his charge than he did. As somebody said: "Mr. Sudmersen
was the Cotton College and the Cotton College was M.
Sudmersen."

By 1911, there were, if | remember aright about 500
students - all male - mainly Assamese and Bengali, but
with samples of most other races in India. Indeed the col-
lege was a regular little cosmos of the greater India - a fact
which made the work to me, at least, exceedingly interest-
ing. The college had affiliation to Calcutta University upto
B.A. standard in all the usual subjects, and to the B.Sc
standard in Mathematics, Physics, and Chemistry. Affilia-
tion to the M.A. standard in English, and to the I.Sc and
B.Sc standard in Botany came later. The admission of the
female students came later still when, on the retirement of
Mr Sudmersen, in 1926,1became principal. Assam owes
a great debt of gratitude to the American Baptist Missionar-
ies, and especially to my great friend the late Dr. Mrs. Tulttle,
for admitting, without proselytising conditions, our lady stu-
dents to the mission hostel at Satribari etc. Had they not
done so, and thus helped to solve the very difficult prob-
lems of accomodation and guardianship, 1don't think |
should have dared to press for the admission of female
students to the college at all.

When | retired in 1933, after seven years as princi-
pal there were, | think, about 750 students, including about
30 female students.l learn the college now has 1500 stu-
dents, though | do not know how many female students are
included. | hope they have increased proportionately. Edu-
cate a women and you educate a family. Itis still true that
the hand that rocks the cradle rules the world.

To meet the needs of 1500 students there are, 1hope,
now many new class rooms and new hostels, all duly
equipped with electric lights and fans. Greatly increased
library and laboratory accomodation must also be neces-
sary. There would be no difficulty about increasing the staff.

During the course of the last world war | often won-
dered what was happening in Assam. | offered to go back
at that time ; but my offer was declined with thanks. Ru-
mour had it that the college had been shut down, and the
building requisitioned by the Military authorities. 1hoped
that was untrue, but, as wholesale requisitioning was the
order of the day here, it did not seem impossible. | am still
in ignorance of the facts. Then there was the recent terrible
earthquake. How did that effect you ? Rumour also had it
that Cotton College was now the University of Assam, and



was transferred to a new site near Pandu. | hoped that was
true. A site apart, with ample space for playing fields and
hostels, some distance from the town, as at Murarichand
Coliege, brings great advantages. The cost, however, would
be very high-far higher than in the case of the Murarichand
College, owing to the general rise in the price of labour and
materials caused by the war.

| understand there is now a Broadcasting station and

an Aerodrome some where near Guwahati. in fact, | expect
I should hardly recognise the old place if | went back now. |
wish, with all my heart, that | could play a personal part in
the forthcoming celebrations, if only to satisfy my natural
curiosity regarding all these questions and to experience
the joy of meeting old friends and students again. Alas, for
health and other reasons that is not now possible.

Whatever happens, | hope the ideals we all did our
best to inculcate in the past are still being taught, that your
students of all races and creeds still live and le;arn and play
happily together, and leave college (or University) better
and healthier men and women than when they entered it,
well fitted to play a helpful and unselfish part in the devel-
opment of the new India that is to be. Above all, | hope they
have learn to distrust any narrow nationalism or sectarian-
ism, and while continuing to love their native land the best
have discovered like Edith Cavell that "patriotism is not
enough." The world of radios, jet-aeroplane and Radar has
become too small for wars and selfish squabbling. Like the
Rotarians oftoday "Service before Se If must be our watch
word, and in that way the vision of the great poet of my
country may yet be fulfilled. Robert Burns in his great poem
" A Man's Man For A" That" Says :

" For a' that an a' that,

Its comming yet for a' that.

That man to man the world over,
Shall brothers be for a' that".
FORWARD COTTONIANS!

(The Golden Jubilee Volume, Cotton College,
Guwahati 1951 - 52 : pages 81 - 82)

Dear Cottonians,

When | sent a contribution to the Golden Jubilee
Volume ten years ago, | scarcely expected to live long
enough to be asked to contribute also to the Diamond Jubi-
lee Volume. I am now in my 83rd year. Itis 50 years since |
went to India and began an association with the Educa-
tional Services in Assam that lasted for 23 years.

| count myselfa very lucky man indeed to have taken

EARVAVAS

some part in the development of these services and to have
had such a rich and varied experience, fast as senior pro-
fessor of chemistry and subsequently as principal in cotton
college. Owing to the reorganisation necessitated by world
war 1 ,1also acted as officiating Inspector of Schools, first in
the Assam Valley, and Hills District. In addition, | officiatted
for Mr. Cunningham as Director of Public Instruction when
he went on eight months leave in 1925.

At first, Cotton College was only an affiliated college
of the University of Calcutta, tought relatively few sujects,
an catered for less than 1000 students, of when in 1933 only
about 30 were women. Now, Assam has its own University
with 33 affiliated colleges, which together deal with more
than 20,000 students, including about 1000 women. Both
the women's colleges - Handique college in Guwahati and
the Lady Keane College in Shillong give education up to
B.A. standard. | regard this expansion and enrichment of
women's education as great development, full of promise
for the future of Assam.

| have also observe with pleasure other notable

achievments, such as the establishment of a Agricultural
College, A Medical College in Dibrugarh, and Engineering
and Veterinary College in Guwahati. These and other insti-
tutions have an impressive record of research, both accom-
plished and in progress.

We, who knew India in the old days, and grew to love
it and its peoples take special pride in watching the
achievments of the new India. India continues to need all
the university- trained men and women that it can get, to
help with its many problems and to bring its prosperity and
honour. | am sure that the coming flood of graduates from
the University of Gauhati will go forth and bring credit to them-
selves and to their lovely country.

Ave atque vale : Hail and farewell.

David Thomson

Cotton College Diamond Jubillee commemoration
Volume: 1901 -1961
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To,
The Editor, Cottonian.

Sub : The needfor a proper timetable in co-ordination with the positions ofthe different departments of Cotton College.

Sir,

On the verge of completing its centenary, Cotton College has a long history of pride and glory. Through many uprisings,
challenges, and struggles it hasfinally come to the present to its present State. The college spans a large area and has got
many departments. But these departments are situated at such a distancefrom one another that it takes quite a long time to go
from one to the other Moreover, the crossroads and the traffic make the matterfurther complicated. For instance, it takes
about 15 minutes to walkfrom the Physics to Biology department. In order to save time many takes short cuts through the
middle ofboy's hostels. Natureally the girl students passing through these routes have toface a lot of embarassment of the
boys and also leads to the eve teasing dfgirls.

Now, how does one solve the problem? Ofcourse, all the departments cannot be brought together to one place. All that
can be done therefore, is some alteration in the timetable of the classes. The twofarthest departments are the Physics and
Biology departments. But there are quite afew days in the week whenfor many o fthe classes the Physics period is immedi-
ately after the Biology or vice versa. It becomes very uncomfortablefor the students to attend such classes. It can be cured
just by adjusting the timetable keeping in view the positions ofdifferent departments. For eg, we have the departments in the
following orderfrom east to west - Botany, Zoology, Main building (English, Economics etc) Chemistry and Physics. So

the timetables should be set in such a way that after Physics there is a Chemistry class. After Chemistry there should be class
in the main building and then one in the Biology department. This order could also be reversed. I fitis difficult to maintain this
routine everyday, then there should at least be a gap in between two periods in the case ofthe departments setfarthest apart.
Moreover, better shortcut routes should also be developed.
All these steps would definitely save valuable timefor the students as well as reduce the stress on students. The need ofthe
hour is the implementation o f these steps by the administration. For it is the will and determination ofthe authorities con-
cerned that would make Cotton College, centre ofexcellence in the true sense ofthe term.

Your's Sincerely,

Arunav Jyoti Gogoi
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To,
The Editor, Cottonian.

Sub : Cotton College at the doorstep of21st century.

Cotton College, the premier educational institution ofNorth East India - celebrates its centenary in 2001. It is a time of
celebration as well as retrospection. The question that co”es to our mind is what we have achieved over theyears. Ask not
what Cotton has given toyou, ask whatyou have given to Cotton College. Today Cotton College is only apale shadow ofits
gloriouspast. Cotton College has been declareda centre o fExcellence but we still don't have modern courses andfacilities
to keep in pace with the educational advancement - what shpould we do in such a situation ? Instead o fcelebrating the
century with muchfanfare, we should address the basic problems o fthe Cottonians and help make Cotton College a centre
ofExcellence in its true sense.

Yoursfaithfully,
I Rahul Das
T.D.Cllirdyear (Arts)

To, |
The Editor, Cottonian.

Sir,

As you are aware, every year our college dishes oiit a good number of graduates. But talking from personal
experience, if one questions them closely one would ,realize that 9 out of 10 graduates are undecided as to what
they should do next. Prompt answers may come from afew starry-eyed students but the rest perhaps will only
waitfor destiny to take its own course. But somebody must tell them that man shapes his own destiny.

There are so many professional courses available for both science and arts graduates but the students
are just not aware. | think Us a terrible waste of human resource, a waste of intelligence, capacity, skill and
talent. Via the medium of the college magazine, | would like to request you to make known the various post-
graduate and post-graduate diploma cources in management, computer mass comunication, architecture, for-
eign trade etc available in our country and help the Cottonian give a better shape to their future.

Your's Sincerely,
Syeda Afrida Rahman
T.D.C. 2nd Year (English)
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RESULT OF THE FOOTBALL

COMPETITION
Boy's Section :-
Joint Winner:
A .R.B.Hbsfel

& R.K.B. Hostel

\Y

Best Player:- Lanhao Doungel
(A.R.B)

BestGoalkeeper:-Hengoumang
Choujiem (A.R.B)
Higest Scorer :- Babuk Ringia
(R.K.B)

Girls Section:

Champion :- Cotton College lo-
cal girls team .
Runners Up :- Cotton College

girls hostels team .
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NAME OF THE WINNERS
OF THE COMPETITION

100 m Winners (Boys")

1st.... Dipak Choudhaiy
TDC Istyr. (Arts)

2nd... Prasanna Yayung
TDC 2nd yr. (Arts)

3rd.... Pranab Jyoti Sukedar
HS2nd yr. (Science)

100 m Winners (Girls")
1st.... Monikuntala Saikia
HS Istyr.(Arts)

2nd... Karbi Gogoi

TDC 2nd yr.(Arts)

3rd.... Parineeta Borah
HSlstyr.(Sc)

200 m Winners (Boys")
1st.... Abdul Hanif
TDC 3rd yr. (Arts)
2nd... Anupam Baruah
TDC 3rd yr.(Arts)

3rd.... Dipak Choudhary
TDC Istyr. (Arts)

200 m Winner (Girls")
1st.... Manikuntala Saikia
HS Istyr.(Arts)

2nd... Snapnali Dutta
TDC Istyr. (Sc.)

3rd.... Rajasuya Gogoi
TDC Istyr. (Arts)

400 m Final Winners (Boys")
1st.... David Pegu
HS2ndyr.(Sc.)

2nd... Ramesh Teron

HS Istyr. (Sc.)

3rd.... Robinson Senar
HS 2nd yr. (Arts)

400 m Final Winners (Girls")
1st.... Karobi Gogoi

TDC 2nd yr. (Arts)

2nd... Monikuntala Saikia
HS 1styr. (Arts)

3rd.... Swepnali Dutta

TDC Istyr.(Sc.)

3rd.... Athokpam Lenokeya
P.G(Sc.)

800 m Fin»l Winners (Boys')
1st.... Ramesh Teron
HS Istyr. (Sc.)

2nd... David Pegu
HS 2nd yr. (Sc.)

~W—>}" -AAT

AV -

3rd..,. LalitChoudhury
HS 2nd yr. (Arts)

1500 mWinners (Boys')
1st.... Ramesh Teron

HS Istyr.(Sc.)

2nd... Paramananda Kachari
MA Prey. (History)

3rd.... David Pegu
HS2ndyr,(Sc.)

800 mWinners (Girls")

1st.... MalabikaDas
TDC 2ndyr. (Arts)
2nd... Karabi Gogoi
TDC 2nd yr. (Arts)

3rd.... Indrani Borthakur
HS Istyr. (Arts)

4 X100 Winners Relay Race
(Boys)

1st.... Rajib Pegu

TDC 3rd yr. (Arts)
Sudip Mukherjee

MSc. Prev.

Pranab Jyoti Subedar
HS 2nd yr, (Sc.)

Dhrub Kumer

TDC 2nd yr. (Sc.)
2nd... RanjitNath
TDC 3rd yr. (Arts)
IVridu Paban Dutta Borah
TDC 3rd yr. (Arts)
Pradip Patir

TDC 3rd yr. (Arts)
Rajib Deka

TDC 2nd yr. (Arts)
3rd.... PrasannaTayung
TDC 2nd yr. (Arts)
David Pegu

HS 2nd yr. (Sc.)
Rajdeep Kenprai

HS Istyr. (Sc)

David Barman

TDC lstyr, (Arts)

4 X100 Winners Relay Race
(Girls"

1st.... Monikuntala Saikia
HS Istyr.(Arts)

Miloja Basumatary

HS 2nd yr. (Arts)

Babita Basumatary

TDC Istyr. (Arts)

Indrani Borthakur

HS Istyr. (Arts)

2nd... Jasmine Boro

TDC 1styr. (Arts)



Rajasuya Gogoi
TDC Istyr.(Am)

Karabi Gogoi
TDC 2nd yr (Arts)

Kashmiri Haloi
TDC 1styr. (Arts)

3rd.... Swapnali Dutta
TDC 1styr. (Sc.)

Minerua Borthakur
TDC 3rd yr. (Ans)

Nishat Quddus
TDC 3rd yr. (Sc.)

Munmi Das
TDC 1styr. (Sc.)

Javelin Throw (Winners)

1st Babu Sing Terong
TDC 3rd yr (Arts)

2nd ,. Mg Deba Kanta Doley
MA Prev.

3rd.... MengoumangShajem
HS 2nd yr. (Arts)

Shoi Put (Winners)

1st Binoy Krishna Bharali
MSc. Prev.

2nd ... Mg Deba Kanta Doley
MA Prev.

3rd.... David Pegu
MS 2nd yr (Sc).

Discuss (Boys")
1st ... David Pegu
HS 2nd yr. (Sc).

Binoy Krishna Bharali
MSc. Prev.

2nd Mg Deba Kanta Doley
MA Prev,

Long Jump Finals (Girls")
1st.... Rajasuya Gogoi
TDC 1styr. (Arts)

2nd... Parineeta Borah
HC Istyr. (Sc.)

3rd.,.. Swapnali Dutta
TDC Istyr. (Sc.)

Indrani Borthakur
H.S. 1styr. (Arts)

Rahi Nabis
T.D.C. 3rd yr. (Arts)

Long Jump (Men's)
1st.... Deep Mahanta Patir
HS 1st yr (Sc.)

2nd... Abdul Hanif

TDC 3rd yr. (Aits)

3rd... Anowar Hussain
HS 2nd yr (Sc.)

and

Anup Takur
HS 2ndyr. (Sc.)

Tripple Jump (Women's)

1st.... Indrani Borthakur
H.S. 1styr. (Arts)

2nd... Rajaswya Gogi
TD.C. 1styr. (Art5)

3rd.... Parineeta Borah
H.S. 1styear (Sc.)

Men's Triple Jump
Ist .... Sudip Mukherjee

M .Sc. (ka)

2nd .. Deep Mahanta
H.S. Istyr (Sc.)

3rd.... David Pegu
H.S. 2ndyr. (Sc.)

Girl's Wafking

1st.... Rahi Nabis
TDC 3rd yr. (Arts)

2nd... Minerva Borthakur
TDC 3rd yr. (Arts)

3rd.... Prapti Dutta
TDC 3rd yr. (Ajts)

,500 mts (Mens)

1st -,. Ramesh Teron

H.S. Istyr. (Sc)

2nd... Paramananda Kachari
mA (Previows)

3rd.... Dulal Kanwar

T.D.C. 2nd yr.

4th.... AnwarHussain
H.S Istyr,

5th Hircn Nath
M_.A (Previous)

6th .... Abdul Hanif
T.D.C 3rd yr.

Faiza) Haq
M.A (Previous)

Women Shotput

1st.... Plabita Saikia
TD.C 2nd yr,(Arts)

2nd... Gauri Devi

TD,C 2nd yr(Am)

3rd,... Athokpam Pinokiljo
P.U (Science)

Girls Discuss Throw

st .... cauri Devi

T.D.C 2nd yr.(Arts)

2nd... Swapnali Dutta
TD.C Istyr.(Sc)

3rd.... RenuTeron
M.A (Previous)

Javelin (Women's) Throw

1st Swapnali Dutta
TD C Jstyr. (Sc)

2nd . Renu Teron
M.A.(Previous)

3rd.... Indrani Borthakur
H.S Istyr. (Arts)

Men's

The best athlete of the session
1997 - 98 is awarded to Ramesh
Teron.

Women's

The best athelete of the session
1997 « 98 is awarded to
Manikuntala Saikaia.

Best atheletic performance : Miss
Rahi Nabis.

Secretoriai Report of
ROWING. SWIMMING
AND GYMNASIUM
SECTION

At the very outset of my ecrelarial
report, | would like to convey my
heartfelt gratitude to all the
Coltonians for giving me the oppor-
tunity to serve this premier institute
of the North - Eastern Region, as a
secretary, Rowing. Swimming &
Gymnasium section, without any
contest.

The first duty | had to perform, just
after assuming my charge was to run
the college week festival smoothly.
The competitions held under my sec-
tion were - Arm wrestling, weight
lifting, power lifting. Body buiJding
& swimming. A large crowd and
enthusiastic, participants gathered
and extended co-operation to make
the events a success. In swimming

and particularly in arm wrestling a
large number of women participants
joined the events which was quite
encouraging.

But many problem arose in holding
these competitions Along with intel-
lectual development the
importanceof sportsin the life of a
student can't be ignored. A sophisti-
cated Gymnasium Hall and a suit-
able practical ground one. therefor
urgently required. Lack of instru-
ment for holding a competition is
also a big problem. This creates a
kind of lukewarm response among
the participants Besides, new kinds
of sports should be included to of-
fer better opportunities to the young
talents. But for this, a lucrative
source id also required. A new event,
fecicfc-boxing couldn't be held owing
to these problems although itevoked
good response. Therefore, to solve
these problems some leal bcneficial
measures have to be adopted by the
authority.

Before concluding. | would like to
offer my profound gratitude to pro-
fessor-in-charge Sri Narayan
Talukdar, Treasurer Dr AmulyaBar-
man and Dr. Bhaben Kalita for their
active co-operation and guidance.
Further, 1will always remain obliged
to V.P Uttam Bathari, Amar Bania,
Joydeep Kalita & Kamel Teron,
Luhit Payeng and Jetu Saikia for
their strenuous efforts and remark-
able contribution. Lastly, I should
like to thank to all the Union mem-
bers, college staff & members of
Kamrup Byayam Samiti for their
active help and co-operation. Lor‘g
live Cotton College.

Lakhlnath Pegu

EVENTS AND WINNERS
UNDER ROWING, SWIM*
MING AND GYMNASIUM
SECTION

ARM WRESTLING :MEN
50-55 Kg, Category

Winner Bakul Basumatary
Runners up Raktein Borthakur.
55 -60 Kg. Category

Winner Partha Pralim Gogoi.
Runner up Prasanta Barua.

60 - 65 Kg. Category
Winner NlIrmal Doley.
Runner up Faruque Ahmed-

65 - 70 Kg. Category
Winner Anjan Gogoi.
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Runner up Dhruba Jyoti Barah.
70 - 75 Kg. Category
Winner David Pegu.
Runner-up Pranjit Handique.
75 - 80 Kg Category

Winner Santanu Gogoi.
Runner-up  Pranab Jyoti Kanwar.

Above 80 Kg. Category

Winner Diganta Sarma.
WOMEN

45 - 50 Kg. Category

Winner Pinky Pradhan

50' 55 Kg. Category
Winner Dipanjali Baruah.
Runner - up Hemlata Taro.
55 - 60 Kg. Category
MalabikaDas.
Yasmin Ahmed-
Champion of the Champions
Santanu Gogoi.

POWER LIFTING :

>6<Kg. below Category

Winner
Runner-up

1st.... Bakul Basumatary.
*nd... Dipankar Baruah,

iO Kg. below Category

St.... Prasanta Baruah.
‘.nd... Sanjib Barman,
ard.... Faruque Ahmed.

XS Kg. Category
Hone qualified

5 Kg. Category
st ... Anirban Lahiri
nd... DevidPegu.
fd.,,. Santanu Gogoi.

Hr. Strongman  Anirban Lahiri.

IEIGHT LIFTING
4Kg. below Category

Sl.... NirmaJ Doley
iid... Prasanta Baruah
rd.... Nayanjyoti Das

5 ICg. below Category

it ... DevidPegu
iA.. Pranjal Handiqut
d .. Santanu Gogoi

OUY BI'ILDING
- Sanjib Barman,

id . Dipjyoti Baruah
d... Nirmal Doley
Ir. Cotton 1997-98 Sanjib
amian

DIMMING : MEN
Iniftre free style

t Babul Gurung.
id ... Gunamani Deka.
d,. FayzulHaque.

100 rietre free style

L. Babul Ourung
2nd,. Fayzul Haque.
3rd... Surat .'iamal.

200 mttrc free style

1st.... Babul Gurung.
2nd... Fayzal Haque.
3rd.... Gunamoni ,3eka.

SO metre back stroke

Ist ... Babui Guiiing.
2nd... Fayzal Hiiquc.
3rd.... Nilavjyoli Guhain.

100 meti e back stroke

1st Gunamoni D*-ka.
2nd ., Nilavjyoti Gohiin.
3rd... Kamel Teron.

50 metre Brest stroke

Ist.... Babul Gurung
2nd... Fayzal Haque.
3rd,... Gunamoni deka.

50 metre Buterfly

Lt... Babul Gurun}’,
2nd... Fayzal haque
3rd,... Gunamoni Deka,

WOMEN SECTION
50 metre free style

1st,,., Pallavce Barman
2nd ,,. Nishad Quddus.
3rd.... Madhulipi Talukdar.

SO [QCtre back stoke

lst.... Pallavee Barman
2 n d Nishad Quddus,
3rd.... Madhulipi Talukdar.

50 metre Breast stroke

1st Pallavee Barman
2nd.. Madhulipi Talukdar.
3rd... Nishad Quddus.

50 metre Butterfly

Ist.... Pallatvee Barman.
2nd... Madhulipi Talukdar.
3rd..,. Nishad Quddus,

Secretarial Report of
Boys, Common Room
section.

At the very outset of my placing
the Secretarial reports | would
like to convey my profound feel-
ings of gratitude to all the
Cottonians without whose help
I'wouldn't have been able to do
anything sucessfully | am also
Ihankftil to my Cottonian friends
for guiding methrough the vari-
ous stages of my tenure.As the
secretary, Boy's Common Room
Section. After holding a small
portfolio I soon realised that the
expectations were too many and
resources too little. Even then, |
tried to the utmost extent to carry
out the responsibiliti bestowed
upon me.

All through my Secretaryship it
had been my earnest endeavour
to enlarge the scope of the games
and sports which the Boy's Com-
mon Room section is concerned
with. Tosome extent | think | was
successful but due to stress of cir-
cumstances, lack of fund, ob-
jections by posed ofill feelings
and dirty. Politics | could not
fulfill my first wish and word
i., to provide the cottonians with
acommon room, as its absence
is greatly felt and its a shameful
issue which is being faced ~d

felt by such a glorious and pre-
m,er institute like Cotton Col-
leve

As far as the competitions to be
organised in college week were
concerned various competitions
like (1) Carrom (2) Chess (3)

Al'W

Tabic Tennis were organised.
The first two were organised in
KBR and third was organised in
SKL indoor stadium of Neheru
Stadium. The competition
proved to be a great success and
by looking at the rush ofpartici-
pants | derived immense pleas-
ure. The initiative and enthusi-
asm for participation of both
boys and girls were "eatly en-
couraging.

lam greatly indebted to my pro-
fessors-in-chargc Sri. Manoj
Talukdar and treasurer Dr.
Bhaben Kalita sir for their valu-
able advice and guidence. lalso
take (his opportunity to offer my
hreartfeit love and gratitude to
my Cottonian friends, SKBianns
and the executive body members
- specially the first two and the
V.R Students Union, for their
help and kind cooperation in
various matters.

Carrom

Men's Single - Champion ;
I. Sri Sitangshu Sinha
(SRB-H) TDC -11- Eco-Major.

Runner's up:
I Sri Sonbir Chetia
‘roc-i

Men's Double - Champion :
1, Amar Jyoti Sarmah.
(MNDP-H) TDC-n- Pol.Sc.
Major,

2. Nayan Jyoti Gogol.
(MNDP-H)TDC-II- Eco-Major.

Runner's up:
1. Rajeev Deka,
TDC-U(MNDP-H) Science.

Girls Single - Champion:
TNamrata Gogoi.
..,H.S-11(Arts) (NDB-H)

Girls Single' Champion :
I.Namrala Gogoi,
H.S. -I! /Eng - Major.

Girls Double « Champion :
I, Kashmiri Haloi
TDC-I Major Education.



2. Jasmine Bora
TDC-I Major English

Girfs Double- Runnersup:
1.Nomee Gogoi
TDC-H Major EngJish,

2, Plobita Saikia
TDC-II Major English.

Chess Competition Man's
Champion :

1 Prabhakan Kalita
MSC-Prev.(Slatistics Deptt.)

Chess Man’s Runners UP ;
1, Anjan Kr. Borah
MA-FInal[Deptt.of Philosophy]

Chess Women's Champion :
I. Sumana Dutta
H. S.-11 /(Scince)

Chess Women's Runners UP :
I. Gayatri Mojumdar
H. S.-1l {Scince)

Table Tennis Men's Singles
Champion :

I Pranjal Handiquc

TDC-11I

Table Tennis Men's Single
Runner UP:

1 Anirban Dutta

H, S.-Ist

Double Champion :
I. W. Kheienjit
TDC-Ist Mathematics
2. Pranjal Handique
TDC-m

Double Champion Runners UP;
} Anirban Dutta

H. S.-Ist

2. S. N. Quddus

H. S>lst

Women's Single Champion ;
I, Sangeeta Baruah
TDC-Ist Major Botany.

Women's Singfe Runners UP:
1 Konnoki Bora
TDC-II Major Economics

Women's Double's Champion:
1 Juabitat Kakati
H.S-Il

2. Juri Das
TDC-in

Women’s Double Runners (JP:
1, Konnoki Bora
TDC'lJ Major Economics

2, Sangeela Boruah
TDC-Ist Major Botany.

Mixed Double Champion :
I, Pranjal Handique ~ TDC-lII

2. Ms Juanita Kakoti  H. S.-ll
Mixed Double Runners UP :
1 Anirban Dutta

H. S.-/st

2. Sangeeta Baruah
TDC-Ist

Table Tennis Best Player of the
year:

Mens

I. Amar Jyoti Sarmah,
(MNDP-M)TDC-1I
Pol.Sc.MajorPranjai Handique

Women's
I Sangeeta Baruah.

Md. Yusuf Nawaz

Secretary. Boys' Common Room

Secretarial Report
of Music Section

At the very outset of my secre-
tarial report 1 would like to con-

vey my heartfelt thanks to all my
friends and teachers who have
enabled me to serve as secretary,
music section of the premier in-
stitution ofthe North - East. The
tenure as the Music Secretary
provided me with ample
oppurtunity to serve this glori-
ous institution and through my
secretaryship, it had been my ear-
nest endeavour to carry out the
responsibilities sincerely.

Just after taking charge, |
along with the professors and my
colleggues engaged ourselves
whole hearfedly in organising the
annual college week festival. The
college week was marked by
wide and enthusiastic participa-
tion by large number of
Cottonians in the various events
under Music section,

The results of various com-
petitions held under Music sec-
tion are as follows ;-

A. ADHUNfK GEET

1st - Plabita Chetia

2nd - Bomali Kalita

3rd - Parineeta Borthakur
Consolation - Bagmita Shandilya

B. RABINDRA SANGEET
1st- Bitopi Phukan

2nd - Pallavi Nath

3rd - Parineeta Borthakur &
Bornali Kalita

C.JYOTI SANGEET

1st- MunishaSarma

2nd - Pallavi Nath

3rd - DeepalimaDowarah
Consolation - Hemanga Dutta

D. BISHNU RABHA
SANGEET

1st - Bamali Kalita
2nd - Pallavi Nath
3rd - Deepdlima Dowarah

E. PARBATI PRASAD
BARUAH SANGEET

1st - Bamali Kalita

—VV

2nd - Deepalima Dowarah
3rd - Mimlee Baishya &
Pallavi Nath

F. LOKA GEET

1st - Deepalima Dowarah
2nd - Pallavi Nath

3rd - Bamali Kalita

BHUENDRA ANDMYANTA
SANGEET

1st - BANDITA BAYON
2nd - BARNALI KALITA
3rd - PALLAVI NATH

G. GAJAL

1st- Pallavi Nath

2nd - Deeplima Dowarah
3rd - Bandita Bayon

H. BHAJAN

1st- Pallavi Nath

2nd - Deeplima Dowarah
3rd - Surabhi

l. KHAYAL

1st - Imoni Dey

2nd - Prerona Sarma

3rd - Bagmita Shandelya

J.BORGEET

1st - Plabita Chetia

2nd - Deepalima Dowarah
3rd - Nimisha Sarma

K. INSTROMENTAL
Ist « Debojeet Goswami
2nd - Mahua Bose
3rd - Debolia Das

L.CHORUS

1st - N.B.D. Girls Hostel
2nd - S.M.H. Boys Hostel
3rd - S.K.L. Girls Hostel

After the College Annual Func-
tion, the next challeage was the
inter - College youth
Festival. Though the competition
out there was veiy tough our



college team has been awarded
the BEST MUSIC TEAM.

The various other prizes received
by our students in the inter - Col-
lege youth Festival were--—-

CHORUS — 2nd BEST TEAM

Instrumcatal---- 1st - Debojeet
Goswami

Western Vocal — 1st -
Bomali kalita

Bhajan — 2nd *Pallavi Nath

Rabindra Sangeet — 3rd -
Pallavi Nath

Boigeel — 3rd - Bomali Kalita

SIGNIFICANT ACHIEVE-
MENTS—

One of the significant
achievements ofour college cho-
rus team is that it has been ad-
judged as the best chorus team
in the All Assam Slate level cho-
ras competition and it also has
been adjudged as the 2nd Best
team in the National group song
competition organised by Bharat
Vikas Parishad held at
Dibrugarh.

An other achievement of our
collegeteamwas it was adjudged
3rd best chorus team inthe ALL
ASSAM MUKUL BARUAH
MEMORIAL CHORUS COM-
PETITION/98.

Before | conclude Report, 1
would like to express my pro-
found grafitude my prof. - in
charge, prof S.Choudhury and
also profBhaben Kalitasir, treas-
urer (cultural section for their
constant invaluable guidence and
suport in various affairs both
within and outside the college
premises.

Lastly, I would also like to
couvey my sincere thanks to all
Cottonians for their suport and
encouragment, in particular to
Avraktim, Mrinmoy da, Kishalay
da,Kaushik da, Rahul da, Amar
da, Korobi, Bandana, Padmini,
Meenakshi, Daisy, Hiren, Mukut
da, and Indrajeet.

Long live Cotton College
Long live CCUS.
Dimple Baruah
Secy Music Section
CCuUs
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