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“Modem Science is a strange paradox. On one side it has opened up a vista of
celestial blessings & comforts on Earth having conquered Time, Distance & Space, thereby
translating impossibility into possibility, while on the other, it has degraded man to the basest

degree, having made him a brute of the most formidable part. ”
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" Anarchism is the philosophy of a new social order based on liberty
unrestricted by man-made law, the theoiy that all forms ofgovernment rest
onviolence, and are therefore wrong and harmful, as well as unnecessary."
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“Legalisation means: Camel filters, Acapulco Gold,
Salem langs........ Singing the praises of the American
Tobacco Company.”
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“A way of controlling this unemployed surplus popula-
tion is simply and directly by confinement in prisons”
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on their capacity to inspire admiration and respect”
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- "...... The biggest criminals are not burglars but bosses,
not gangsters but rulers, not murderers but mass murder-
ers many major injustices of present society are disguised
and actually perpetrated by the state'
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“The revolt of youthwas the first burst of anger
at the persistant realities of the new world- the boredom
of everyday existance, the dead life which is still the
essential product of modem capitalism”
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"We deem it necessary to bring to the notice of
tile Government, that the assessment at present imposed

- mtr fm

on the lands of the province is not only what the country
can possibly afford, but in some instance more; and that
enhancement of the rates under the present circumstances
of the province without any marked improvement in ag-
riculture and commerce would be to overburden the peo-
ple with taxes, which they could but ill afford to bear. The
former government never exceeded the standard of as-
sessment laid down by the ancient Hindoo Legislatives-
one sixth of the produce of the land. In illustration of this
fact, we would beg to point out that a poorah of high
roopit land yielding twenty or fifteen mands ofrice valued
at from 2 to 3 is loaded with a tax of one rupee and four
annas ! Unless therefore, the Government provides the
people with better and improved means of cultivating
then- lands, an increase of assessment will inevitably lead
to an increase in the unhappiness of the people."

lilwt 'siTfitt A5imR »

NilpSf /M6 CsTilt <o 79ff
=#IN 'Sk *tt~ N ASTHASH "Bisft, '®TRSj™
tligRH
I iH i 8)
ni5i iHoH
3Nt A (Tfir 'S'Biw MSRR «'tfeH ~  <i>RRsi
ALAAB LA (i'ii8-i 88)" A
N <Rf IC$1N m«tth non
Icral™ N«rin n wiws”™ A

N-AfeiH 's(tW 5ir® AN A5JsFH (*Tfooo) (ym™
A=i\s tn N 1w f% t BKRIiSISmMwhRR ™ i

A '8’ iw m=ffsitiwmai
"'SANBITCSFIW ~“W5WP5

(i'rs (i»>-Vo)*:5j7(8,000) *"'<|C<I>"'SfW I, <Ptfert,

NSH c*iMgnn
n w m m £1n I'm
Stirn WR IRt

f4(<")'5 Reilly'S TTWst T <pfici)'$.
N'B5M?HR»511 "QWRIftY
CTW ~ "51WR C-TR<Ff b<N( |
W W T/ (21?ITsS%WRt

=\ m'M?R ~ AsifsIIFR A (MK

sfin A0 N "AMfkM BTN 9it's”N



's A oiCT I ~sften Wtl9% A At
9RFR liIVeET REtIAN (218 ND<P N'StR<plo<P
Ao1,sTINM Ao on APSINEL
'SR« 11127 A REXpM AcP's
YR A W A5TW 1A ft
™ifto$ «im TPEAA 200

ABNIABEAN ASWT® (iVVS8-ib-jliB)NAVS'<N'$ CYVYMINSFTR

bITN58-~(2-

iV4r-(?vS

;jVNi2-'5s'5s

ib-'JsV-'JicS

bbrJi)Vsj>8 Asvy”o

CMNMHIM m$# I
=N Nisrw -iiifh R 2

% RE?w il fIN
A Pse?2h A A
PWCTt CAC=II<PA [

'sitln WL WA ARWIENT @t 196 W Y] 'bptsi®
cre\ A ~5P|5|A ~
ETW  mwfk A " ithr m ~

A5it% | (TAAFdI noA ABA AINA

'Bfi2fl WISR A-SR >1'»J\SR

cw ™ ~sn%- w ANIN N xfn

(W Tt? "QW Wt ALA) | csnA™ A

NANSIANINANAR'51L% L[;EINIrf$FAC 'St CW R
MMCIB?. 11N My 3t RAUIE PAIBW0 's?,I&si 'oif ?

n (7ft ~srtfe
M0 'siH'SRc® Si<Ksi%eN«r<p Rc™M'sl
AN NpR%i 131N W& w m
514 Wh5XQ |
»ft7H ~5(m C5KR~ A ~AooCcn

8«

n A «f

(€377 i —

n A ART5RM Wo%US AW
c A (SIPAIASS) A Acim A A
IcA A 4CHR TRSE'5TW5 A
(to n n |
"Rf OTtl A~ CTA5A iVA58-bb'As8
A'B8!I5IT PIE 1N A A INHC® tFSRH S5
AT *fm«H (y\m ’Rtt
% ")
i,0OH,HVV
1,j9'S .8'b4 AV VSV8
'S,Ho ,S5")\5 i,nH,8"V
“fINH A LW AR=I I

AHUASIIN | sffhl ~*fI1?f CNAt 1N-"5¥TSIW '5IWG

Ao ABfAA >i<pe=lt 'TOn A <pRftz]
sSw (7~ 'SPTA
*3P'5ftW A N BIRS MibIRI™N
iV8i Wil ™ fl Slwft C ~ AATHIW 2#
n n ‘srilw C5fAN AW A
A iso.oo "5~ A mspit
'i.oo feros (?7<i%i awi
5 1 ivec™«« W$ Cel™ FA AN "Rt MR
8'i,(toh ~ I~ ~ oft«- miVBCN8'D
5 CTt N i«(d,8ft8 W R~
NN 5MM¢”N  «imi”™ CW5 n
*BPreH AWCBfW A |
"Rtt?? C A f&tt¥f awft n
c#HN n N *Aewift *trw
im "TihA Atm A A #cn | >



N ‘51

'siRiq | 7SgH| ~GH|x A5/ S| vs?,lbg

| Mi(:a Site( Mc5T=i ™
Ww%i sit=i bVijiv NN an'
AR pii
% :5tft wm Nl

ElisfINSWINEIIN MINHA2tIM'SRR M= C® N MRwk ™

W% CHAKN sl MW R,
5AI5)fNS>EA, CH™ R(0ll C5AMIT;MssTH
?Wtc~ w m wt 1il't m
mn*Wign WIs |~ ~ NG
R>|p* CAWR A fA H<PIW A5lter~ - £21TM
n £t~ (M #5 NIYSF WA A I
iTtW~, msi™MtW, ‘ilte | "STRMWM
n ftw I~ cr
OGN Aiest 1 «ft-1 A RAc?) 2i5iM
N NBTiw <pRe=i | M c?i
wn7i omA” “T# SN
‘H# w*# fA CAI
3fWA A~ fA m-m m  orfhii
A jmti
571 N M(b=1fftw AT
Nt s)ren A
ifpsfr <sftf*~r A~ m A"AdI
Minwf
A on A!pl’t 5# AN
iI'StRRA 1 A=A N
R'A¢'N siR)<IN <(>Rcsl |
CN s n NN I
wmi wi” ‘em N
NONC AN (MMM A
A Wit R am” mi
*# [fer s/ T«n x|
aff<# 'S'SMMAMA-
‘NG HM (M ww
57/~ n s MM LT
[~MAvs A<fitsA: 1 cNiws
TOt AN | 5 [ M ?2 i <1r HRf
wi% 7 |~ wift
Nowoiow 'sn” sich 51N pwm A

t<IWIIN0NS5HRAV<W C A SHIICNSIVS(INSHYEN ¢ A A
05<jj* pl"m H iNs SQHE?T
QALK Wt <pR('S | <Mt

Astinn

N

Il (2ilf~

fein A~ ift,

Aoom N, (2n3HA,
CRLASEIfIN, 0% ttA AS[FArRIft "sttfA

, €N Nan?if]i A
5117

2i*?rmw5 tw fs A

msiH
8/a n

=IM-zithw #

CN<pR<iN chstwt I

I 'm
(fLco'SM~ n

inw o itfs tm f A A
(7 in | YA 1% I
/5l CMiTif
2fC?2imCH» I (yim N NTsfa A
lifcAm ?2in
tmAc ™ A7 'Smwnys
soag2 N A min
W 5 W AW =7
ch = ~y
A fAIL
cN w5 tmi!
mj~ cM wi? I*n
"STO«fet 2W*f ~
'GA%f 5[5t -IM «if%5i | A N
fe Il M«rt NN lw ' tiftes"i
MC=11 FINKA™ Ne<ps Re=i | AR'S?N
"8<1lw [5¢"«{"'0
*\W wpit? 57 CR Re=! | Fln
‘srt™ is'AnfA AN 51511
w o~ Yan wl
wfw r ~ 1 1
?igjt " SAMN 5752 A 1
w N Pmth |/~ em ML
chsfmM Brilikw- A Arthi
2=fw (I NN
stm iw iftPmii
ct] 4D mm A Y
'H|5® eRj] 5TiNfe,Roii* w iw DN m'tfe [ NN
cANVITEN WR in I W 8
N5t Utr WI1IN AN Cit™ 1N M% @11
CMMCTI INMFrifft~ (%15
stw® msr$#t?i cs'QiNiMA
1 cATn AF-3 CANEANNNY| AN AR
A 'QYaQT:® 'Q Rn-ecs
*£1N |
15 tifte | Ssiltn
A T I



SN 51N A (Sl N
EXGOMS Q% N 'Sril'StR 1L
ib-S)8 A 51th
VISRrejfs HJiSo N 2WN HEFASTIN fwio™ 1
0 iSR 5P tsfr =fn fA's3T(=W5
® % s?n5W5snlil~~rn 1lw
*Qplblgr™m igR™BUN"SH A “srth
C5M A 2W*f <>IMM [~ I"*$<P, fe ttsi
"®R b8o ~ 5JH
art<n# i |
“Narfk™ ~I'g A A CoMI
A BjtA ASinwp? (?m 11
"SR] Sffoef Cop( Fft |
olf s AT siN «ftt 1L
515« ¢ A A 5AL p( A L
NN N« f#5]IfTR CYTR A 117
(fit AN C5M GRIRYSAWA BN 'GRCs
pf-'sjtei NN 1% N
N sl W CTO % m »f'sh A |
'5# wifRii 'SFIfei ~ ~srfsiH Am\ st A
5#f%r (TRN ~ ¢~ 7Tl ~ srsit™ swt- “«ffk
C#in6Id| | ~oftif <#5 ~ I
i £$ |# # (0 c N A5A TR
'S# cASCh< <pRs<isi 1
3w A @ijS <*RtHR "5tin
W i MilFf w Ns#iN
"SF® /fligRt MtWIn 4fi<l MicRLC«T IMIFHNNSf90s?THA
'$#1 C ® « F f I ~ Vv "5 A~ n
N0 csrintr A 1w
'SifMf > rfA Asfirwhshi ¢32 A»tc” AN
Tiwm ift >R m 'R inW jA A '$H

A (Tit~ siflwwsi A5rrfA 'srm Ammei” aswR Cf® i
~5Tf% 'srw m=?|sw5t ("®w 'sn™ "W&J
'el"W N CA'5It™N ACATHRI
<pRc=1) * K| SiM't I
(Ttl NiSrMwvs 1 A
Nef A A 15niitjrforin w 'siw
'snwiMi N mRif~ | NN AN ®iC< ARIT A,
~NDN 7JT, "@PToR
“oi" @< A
NSRIW?j#?[5 «nM AN wom

8(f

51 179FiI% SistH 5W ~ RCA
oW*R n ™m 'g Ne"TH
WA sm
~2r% Noog N 2ACN®rY%or®i ~Ar\mei
CTt stwhr A c®fRi#, mR N N '5rfM 5%
BRdiss’i smPin ASrtM5™ A

C'st® iTW?i | wRt%o fegi5 w
W 5 SINAW rt9 N ASNWIRALW 9N
'STR) "3=tff%e" (Tit
5iwsM5W 5i?R 7rtflw rNM'W {fsi ¢™\r2it2)3
n =" "RR=i A TN |
Rwin 7p=bit ‘wN=fesr ~rwsi W A cnNiusfA
"»P|5N IOVMTCARC "N MW T ft% 1-
“R ™ (to I"™vs"Ns liRR snw N
ATPBNBRAN A | MSiRN
CN"%RM *ITO N51%6®!
EW*f "R%f I Ib"S8ir% w$ (?[f~ s~ c®%n
mjfra##?n ~tsf R/sift ~ 1(?57° n
c# | CTO -w *
CTO noon 1iVS.8 %
cNiIN «iw csi™ fit
R ~ RCSI® ?I3RA™ 4pibHIC™ 51~
n 29B IV CyttHN TR *t-*f 'STYW
It?iRm M5 cN-n e twi

|5~ 5c's1®t\s NSRTA, itl%, ~aWiw A
S SN 'QM? "N5|R?N TIFA
5f?f 19%n:® n i# r5

st Tsw i ;° N¢3 3R fsn
NSt A5l | M ft 19%TR
*3piC5 tsINWRt <pRe= | nRN
CTMRMNSRRA 1IN /S #1 lc® ™ oP(m

W s cAimmw i I'5'tRcgth PN

R?>® ~ 51~ r
CSMN Nt N ANRASI'SR "MulVs
qit w NG t~f Rwic”™ "Ni-e
dn R it Rw /Mt
AZIRNE AN W OMR AN
tR%TG CSR™ |
t'Uit™; ¢ R w ~AftsR NI
IC5 et'ftesit CBWRS............
RS NIWAR
(i)  YorafrriNiTtsiSp=si#s“Asin'A”
(\) *ftom »% mfr~, &mwA? N, ®&
<>I5(Mr 7 tMANIFS” 35,8 s |A atisfeeiffl |
©) tPf “wfin'1”
(cm” greer m)



'sn SiACE SFAtA IAATS 1AM]5
;552113 Ih m 1 N NN

»HR "N 1 N ef N N NN
»to% A AN 2172 A ArasTP! in "5tn

"$rt‘«ijiwt AN
N51>i%0t irfsj w A
'SITATH >lIRAJ's
"THA | GRED "sIMNll TiRIMXSK®

C/\«Il\ N

CMCA t/ I~ AiSh

AM ot AMet, YA sTRAW R
CHOATt "The AR VeI CSH  ISArTL
A SIN 1% TSI CWF'45 61 W TRA
SISSEVNPASARItA  CAMI | MO S
Aon |
W ikt W\AKJt AjfSh @y
SR ASi7i%! ATTSItg: ™ 45W (MA A5R%!
ATIIN, B#21t 'BWI-IH, W35A A A
£tPW '5f1% 11'*IfIrt A il't m5!n 250
AS1% ABn% |
% TS PG APTIR
>STtfI5#1 » 11% ?7

n 'SKftn A~ WPRI "SI T 51t 71/ 9t TR

CSRff~ <t>filr I'SNIIVR

7NN <R18" ‘W MM CACW™

ASIW N 1YY, G 1

MGMIh < 2117 t*t, ‘wtS ft’, NS T,

SN YY'SRSA N7 ‘WY, "SOWN 52N’

‘« #fS” V tI™ 7 'str: n W
NG<MH[4tI? | cArT(

(AN mGM | @S

AsiM t ATIS) sf--m M m \

t# # N AT % 's ftfl? !

3=15;=""\ AN*AR |4 W 5 »(f57 |

t¥in era N NMI¥R N NN

A SPAA A <pm 1

*tm  cwi® '5f°N%i 7# A5jtr c/MfsN ATk

Jrfsn | iifg ~ 2f5«w 7 1

?tfSch SiANMIN TS "G

irf5j fer5W R n n%!1

D«fi®€ <pfiR<? 15 lifSc?, | mf"SsH fi<iii<i<g
m m CctirFP | A
®Fft?t woit "tejl?n | W\#?27/
S wiiw /72i% T oA
'suw ©/ Mjww stm w i SH«r
A=
% n "siKRii n Tfun (Tit
«f)2f$ c®Q A 9iTi, ? frj ® itfr A Btu$ '®i#f?r ATIS Aw f
[ ?2f57 'QW ?ft & sfsw W.'>i
Re«R  CANf AS It IR W2 t (?M
C«n N
noog)< AB A A 1A
A3SINCT Jff5" i%ofst PGt <FINN SIS W N
I cn
AT tfn ATEL % ~, A AN A ]
elm Wi*t 'Sfi* c*rw " "XT®NTirs off
1~ <1”tr;sm (fits” lvdt
A -71791 lc A A ABI%IR am
w tsN I~ NI tich c5i", m ,
gfori'Jt ~esih™
«RSRAr.'"fr"?2% i iT st tm
A5if«n I cm n n
1%s5w 28K M ft A
W, A<=t 'SITA “>\AM\ms A<=’
5IM?p$n 'e"R$ c®MN O E R LN 20
n IVWHBCTI A171 csvs™ ¢*m
j# nrsife?1n A <[t5rmR 'S Aiw A i
N ttftISR m5i?:fAN
% itw tr 1 teKSRt, fA™ Ap it ‘c«thw R
o AT csSitSM'msnw w n lcnr5in
C ", 37~ CTRA A=t mA, »THBR
1 MRRPT ArfeTA NCT
n 1 'srpsR TIMY,

ArH', LACYA A



Y

i# A> AN 5t T® $WJ sttt
"I Hi% RN lwsfp? 1 c N
G i~ Wb noN *wAr cw N
AN MY BI*HN TFIN 'SR, N BRI *ER
tSWTR 1 » N 'BINI¥] AN A
w21¥f 1™ gwirw) A 9w 1A CAM
N CYWIT 3f2f2(TR 1 I’K WCTf
ffsra >nttf~» ~ | % ra *iI°NWR;f
it Acin
3S?A"™ RIS NN MA& N SN '« M
i~ ~NSfha N gi% 21a N A
fibififeil g w s W t ?ffei 3WATER non
N2t (M

'SRMrf Mrfe 71/ A5rR\s% T K &% M A i

¥ cm, N N AN NMifes'Q m \u”
CtniSi i#® c ™ i 3T M#t?n Nifs w® sy’
m-~'Q fef[ Ir fm “W2#7/
37Mf#? Yo rw i7/5™N/w s fAfw iw A~ oo

c”zn N #52 sfffp”A 5~ csIfn
NeH ~ An MMhw 377N @7 /% “m ‘L
mni’

«in ST 2i?m 5|itH stm~

N 81N *fwi?r<M ?2rf5cn | -m 7ii%5R 35"

Xt N ™Sn%H 1%TH
it A ¢ JTi%il»imcwX

W WTI<Pfr n

cssfen

<W Tfif

8H

7R ifH ™ nN il
'5AN ¥ AT SEYSio® “«fC3 WO
ot "»tAN TGN tiH 47°0=11'sis""trn
A Nam NS nm'~ sr#in
"«rQ?w, s <pRc=i |
® nfA WWN2rf TISN £OtN N < 3, AN-fIN AT
N TN SN cNi e m A,
AoSijth, stw ih A ABIA TIIAT A |
qfon RSN Uit |
iTfSw A 'SifN
n | w ATERAFCT I AN % rl =717
VAR ‘R =w:®ff OTM ™ |
N PTft
feiltr mM -‘cm? c A
CW s msm inw 5in vwsiii | (P G
im iTinr A ®I~ (TFANm
AMw o jw/tfmi” Arm

'ifS? NS ATHN <G5AN
cw A f, Aift csfRs, sSFAW f 'srRjw s n
W2t A RM Arfsh n NN
felt I, 'SIN, *INMR, N5¥RN, n
A WIK *FPNWFC5H i# N~ NN
S1AC=1IW str; MmshiiMu A A 'BplR<A | SING

N

SHTIti# 7 Pl

(crhgn wifhn 7~itfeR ~ )



A Ilw fm », w ffm csffr,
m cMQ A oifk «y/» cwm m ~y/n
cm tfk” mwf wwfff W/?7& cvr»w wzh
fAm m ~ A cirm fAl siffr
C"PMm Nzfw AowssfAn I m
C  m PRELUDE ~ CNGW /?7W W NO OTHER
THAN THE VERY HEART OF MAN’ ff~ WRipfl C*m ~#5?2~/

wm?*>rffcsm ®/In fr
crEW A5 B iw cm ‘wmpi
IWMA2 /N -M>jJ<"M 57,
cm tfr ¢ mM'w/~r7/W wtlwec Aim /2w mAfmt A% A2 A p?|mw
osm Ao eMtimo stf73A AQffz™ MNjips msjtu” w
o) Nt 2 # Al fesf
TP=9[" ng NI R
£S5 12 A <5 FtA-SEIA A T The outword shows of sky and earth,
ch% 1ASIH A#8 | CTt CW%2 ot of hill and valley, he has viewed;

And impulse of deepend birth
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" And, on the shape of that unmoving man,

his steadfast face and sightless eyes, | gazed.
As if admonished from another world."”

(Prelude VII)
ANGISE B
(visionary charm)
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fibIRfA I'SRR ¢! WS =6tpt (Sir George
Beaumont) ‘f\jfinh— " Every great poet is a teacher; |
wish either to be considered as a teacher or as nothing
... There is scarcely one of my poems which does not aim
to direct the attention to some moral sentiments, or to
some general principles, or laws of thought, or of our

intellectual constitution." “SIOTINN 5,
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<pf/\ /\55]/\ N
Deem him not
A burtde of the earth! 'Tis Nature's law
That none, the meanest of created things.
Of forms Created the most vile and brute,
The dullest or most noxious, should exist
Divorced from good a Spirit and pulse of good,
A life and soul, to every mode of being
Inseparably linked.

(The Old Camberland Beggar)
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<~Ro” " The Lyrical Ballads and the poems of the same
group are a series of moral analysis of a rich intrinsic
value, discretely guided by edifying and utilitarian pur-
pose.”
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Fair seed- time had my soul, and | grew up
Fostered alike by Beauty and by fear (Book 1)
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Even then | felt

Gleams like the flashing of a shield;- the earth
And Common face of Nature spake to me
Rememberable things; sometimes, 'tis true,
By chance collisions and quaint accidents
(Like those ill-sorted unions, work supposed
of evil-minded fairies), yet not vain

Nor profitless, if happy they impressed
Collateral objects and appearances,

Albert lifeless then, <rd doomed to sleep
Until nature seasons called them forth

To impregnate and to elevate the mind.
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- Love had he found in huts where poor men live.
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" With this theocratic background and historic
evidence, we can certainly describe ancient Indian Ganas.
Gana states are republics in the same sense in which the
ancient states of Greece and Rome were given that des-
ignation . Sovereignty, in these states was vested not in
one individual, only in a small number of persons. But in

a fairly numerous class .
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" We are the generation without ties, without any horizon.
Our horizon is an abyss. We are the generation without happiness,

without a mother country, withoutfarewell

Our sun is meagre, our loves are cruel and our youth, has no youth.
Now we can cry, we can sing whenever we want.
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Man's life is a cheat and disappointment
All things are unreal,
Unreal or disappointing........
All things become less real, man passes
From unreality to unreality
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<I™ ~TRtfF—* With the increased number of students in the
Botany class insufficiency of space was acutely felt in the
small comer mentioned above and Class used to be held
here and there and sometimes no where, much to the
disadvantages of the students and the teaches. Students,
however, showed keen interest in the study as was evi-
dent from their almost cent percent success at the Univer-
sity examination with a good number securing distinction
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Vit "tfA— ' There is probably no Botanists of India who has not been a

student ofprof. AC Dutta.’
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be a Botanist-you go through -Botanyfor Degree students- by Prof A C. Dutta.
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is a pressing demand for providing facilities for the study of
Botany to the degree standard and it is a gnjat pity that
inspite of their eagerness and earnestness the students are
unable to avail themselves of the opportunities.’

“ . The Botany Department which was opened experi-
mentally three years ago has proved popular. We have
been fortunate inthe lecturer appointed Babu A. C. Dutta
who is an enthusiast for his subject and has the faculty
of interest his students. And it is a matter to real impor-
tance that a supply of men should be available who had
a training in one or more of the Biological Subjects. |
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now hold the topmost position amongst the Indian authors
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A 1Your work has proved to be epoch mak-
ing in the history of Botanical science in the county.
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"Professor A.C. Dutta, is a doyen
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- ‘If you want to be a Botanist- you go through -Botany
for Degree students- by Prof A.C. Dutta.’
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And yet from thought of death, my friens I shrink;
I want to live - to suffer and to think.

— Alexander Pushkin.
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PERSIAN LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE IN INDIA

The advent ofPersian literature into India took place before the
Christian era and this language Persian had broughtthe Iranian culture,
literature, social intercourse, science and arts into India. The relation
between Iran and India is the earliest one which has been established
by the rock - inscription and books of history ofthe two countries.
The advent of the Indian political and social contact to the South
India was before the inroads o flslam. It is evident that the influence
ofthe Iranian paintings and architecture is found in India in the caves
like Ajanta. The oldest caves in between 200 and 400 AD, the paintings
lime were engraved. The Persian language and literature from the past
between Iran and India and the paintings ofthe said era are very
conspicuous and as a result, the relation between Iran and India in
language, literature and culture remained intact from the past. In this
connection a poet wrote a couplet:

*“ Oh water and wind, mountain and earth, bid farewell,

from us to our sacred Mother (Iran)

Say to her - “ May thy noble name for endure forever,

may our hearts be ever illuminated by the Love,

Grieve not that we are turning our fues,

from thee and hastening to the land o fIndia.

We express our thanksgiving and bid thee

Adieu: We wish the well and acknowledge our featly to thee. We
install a flame (raise a five Temple) in thy memory and in thy name
we shall transform a come (o fIndia) into arose-garden.”

This Persian language was made official language in India for a
period o fone hundred and fifty years. The successor o fMuhammad
Ghauri having relation with the Sesjuk Kings did ayeoman’s service
for the development o fPersian language and literature in India. Many
Muslims came to India from Iran who brought with them their own
culture and civilization and made India their homeland (motherland)
and they mixed and assimilated the civilization and cultures o fboth
Iran and India into one composite culture.

As the Persian language is o fthe Indo-Aryan Group, it has greatly
influenced the Indian languages in various fields. Many books on
tours and travels were written in Persian language among the travellers.
Abu Raihan Biruni in the forth century Hijia era was the most
prominent one. In the seventh century of Christian era, Muslims
from the Arab countries came to India through Malabar Coast and
spread their trading net in those areas. Sultan Mahmood o f Ghazni
invaded Punjab in tenth Century A.D. and ruled Punjab. He made
Persian language as court language. It is said that the city ofGhaznavi
was the epicentre o f promoting and expanding Persian language.

Among the prominent Persian Poets in India, the name of Amir
Khusroo ofDelhi came first who was called the “Parrot o fIndia” and
his Persian Poetry and other literary works concretized the foundation
o fPersian language and literature in India. It is said that Amir Khusroo
composed this verse in praise of India:

“The land ofIndia is the Heaven in the earth. Patriotism is the
main philosophy of our faith. From the point of learning and its
practical importance, Delhi is at per with Bokhara. Islam becomes
the eye-opener for the Kings.”

With the establishment o fthe Bahmani Kingdom in the Daccan,
Persian became the court language during this period and the influence
ofPersian was much more prevalent during the reign of Bahmani,
Adil Shahi and Qutub Shahi Periods. It istime that during the reign of
Sikandar Lodi Persian became the Court Language.

During the reign of the Mughals, Zahiruddin Babar who was
himselfa poet, writer and a historian o f repute wrote many books in
Persian language. During the reign o fAkbar the Great, Persian language

MD. BABUR ALI

made asignificant development and Persian became the court language
in India till the end ofthe Mughal rule and acted as a fountain head
of communication amongst the common people. In this period,
Sanskrit along with Persian, was developed and it was patronised
by the Muslim rulers. The Indian Hindus like the Muslims did not
lag behind in learning Persian who adore the Badshah's Courts and
served with aptitude and elficiency. In this period, the prominent
names o fthe Persian Poets like Abdul Qadir Badayuni, Abul Faiz
Faizy, who was the poet laureate, Abdur Rahim Khan Khanan, Lirfi
Sirazi, may be mentioned. In the reign of Shah Tahour Abu Talib
Kalim Quasimi who was the Poet laureate in his court composed
this verse on India :-

“It (i.e. India) can well be called a second Paradise, for he who
has departed from this garden always repented for it.”

As agood gesture o fgood relation with Mughal rulers in Delhi,
the Hindu Kings and Rajas adore this royal dress with Mughal and
Iranian art and style and the learning of Persian was patronised by
the contemporary Hindu Kings.

Mulk Muhammad Jaisy in Padmaveh, the stars relating to the
love and amity if the Hindu and Muslims worte poetical verse in
Persian language. Sharifuddin Buahi Qalander o fPanipat, a Poetof
great prominance during the seventh and eight centuries ofthe Hijra
era composed poems on mysticism and sufism. He also translated
the Ramayana, th<; story o fRama and Sita into Persian. During the
reign ofthe Mughals, persian language developed to the greatest
extant in the fields ofliterature, history, arts, science and culture.

The influence of Persian also continude to the reign of the
Britishers and this Persian language continued till 1829 AD as the
court language. During this period Poet like Sir Shaikh Muhammad
Jabat Lahoris name came first who got his Ph. D.from the Munich
University ofGermany. He, although, a scholar ofrepute in Persian,
Arabic and Urdu, he wrote mostly in Persian. He authored many
books among which, Asrar-I-Khudi, Ramuj-I-Bekhudi, Payam-I-
Mashriq, Jabur-I-Azam, Jawad Nawaand Bal-I-Jibril are prominent.

The advent o fPersian language to Assam took place in the last
partoftwelveth Century A.D. along with the inroads o fthe Muslims
to Assam. This Persian language was taught in Maktabs, Madrassahs
and schools in Assam. During the reign of the Rajas of Assam,
Persian language and literature was patronised by the Assamese
Kings as their relations with the Badshahs o fDelhi in the fields of
Politics, commerce and culture wiis very cordial and even the
Assamese Kings appointed Muslim Persian knowing persons to
deal with the farmers ofthe Delhi Sultans in various fields. During
the time o f Assam Kings, their trend was very much prevalent.

During the British rule in Assam, the learning of Persian was
lavishly encouraged and Persian was taught in schools and colleges.
The Department o fPersian (under the name o flslamic Studies) the
Cotton College, was introduced in 1901 AD with the very inception
ofthe college. This Department (Islamic Studies) played a key role
in Promoting and expanding these languages i.e Persian, Arabic and
Hindustani not only in Assam, but also in entire North Eastern
India and Cotton College now has acted as atrend-setter in expanding
Persian, Arabic and Hindustani languages in Assam in particular.
This Persian language istaught in schools, colleges and universities
like Guwahati and Assam university in Assam. Long live Persian

language.

The contributoris the head o fthe departmento fArabic,
Persian and Urdu



(IAT(~Mtiiln3 A Jji>
o\ -;A"i5 (A3

- fM xS7o”’

3uij cu'dsail

cp "a4i> a>"i-""ci;'j 6.\iiicNr'c>]
'> < 'M . ;.li‘d i-ji ;,ic>i cLI>365i

<NMff
N s

cJ\_> »J)\-3cj
# - 1_ L} r. |-_II

CIAN A ) A_A @j \ L 5 »\ L3ul 04

(I>~>L~"j,) c::.c.,,,OLM<i-~Cr3;5]

d>-5~>L A"

AN

5IliL> >-~-v

(LANA > Lfcd]

AV XINC 'V <IM3AIN
e Me o M

X AL Aj-K A Clr>:t<*en3 A

G-3>UjG _iu~n

M Beels (AM\ji>

Crj)>> ~pnr (M .G ~Jy e
Ci-~ (>1%G |
C3*N> 1 ~

J«8

>v>\ ¢/ cVvV?

CjV:?->AjVcrrn

<GIL >

<sJJIN Gy* iad”



CSTRAM...
CIS¥SIRA... CMt™,

AR5 CA5%?M S 1A Axtt, I
grAEIN TG

"BHTO« qRI=L CTRAIG?inIN 1
ANEfc'dtNMenN'Q IS srrrali

C5H Nyt N

n WM~ G 1%
"

iflfe™'S, R«Tw”  GIRwSvsH

(?t®N YITTS,

‘ot ‘AN (75 «M |

CT  ‘'oillME=i 5217 ~nsi, C<pRYMA |

(fAW iIC<Pr%

A3 t«lttitt

'5)1 2 mSi, GBI > "*ihR
CM™*C N Cltw  (?TIMRIRMI#FMt# "mS5I

5SS c3YBIRR |
CA adl 'Q<TON %!
cN* f~ wn?Tinn n |
qs4 OTtfN |
CeWtC~r1I
C A * >1AA adJTPQIST
S WHSNN  CITSHPLN CYE

(iific>in, FEAAA A tm wif/)

i(i

7 \
N XV | aX
-<" N
\—.'(.
\' ®

A5EANjte ?r®

'sp3jfw— 1 fsfwiwt ¢  ffl

")
CTH (K ~ '51€k
5IRS ST R&H
“ifiIn GHCWHRNNBIN
1IN NMTIwiM Aitn
C5IH AN Oiwfn

|
(@)
ISIfixs™M »IT# CW,
“Rij\sp  'oRjeitt

MB5Tto6Rst=1"1 C

™)
A5tw«isft
W'5TR;
NSIANNSrrfif cfffNMI
MC?If f w | |

(CBiiAA*iN)A 1% A

'sH '$Pi 'Gil<vit™ '8,



<jcbi <pRvsi

® wH "W'Sf

A COR 'SR "M

msit™ N5 finN j?; 1N 08N

CH(7®tMQ ™
CTH pc'st
N RIS
=N (AHSCIS? |

c(T3™
sri
NGiPn agffikT#,
-TO® ~
t m'WH "tfro |
CRANS HIH-441 |
fNR!I fT A1 A m\ n?

"6 ATifr
fAm  -snKfR,
%BIT TTT#H# ~-m
NMANI <silidl A YRTI
Am AL %N A Winrm % N7?
s#ft YSisq TOFT
n TFPTH" SiR-RnNf |
fMAr! A
= Ti;™ gRAT?

STRTraRi

sM 3T,

f~ TThmr

% W5Tt3TH 87Hi

3#f A~ fpft

NN IKF agft™ Rifqyi ™1
~Rfar, 3T" -

3# W TiSFT,
% TRAIP{ crsfm—a tdT
Nok'si™h ;
ASPTR]
2/ 1 fHR!! SN Aam

% TFTSfttH «<R™NNI |

O Angni College
T.D.H. Basumatary

Ang kardong, ang daugalandong

San hor nasoinanoi

Ang daugalandong

Bar hunkhajuginanai

Daima daisa sausinanai

Hagra gagerjong daugalandong

Mosa maiderjong juginanai

Ang daugalandong

Oblano, horkabhai nuhorbai ang

Angni lamayao

Beno boi angni college

Ang nongkou monbai

0 Angni College

alFTt
forger ~THITHft

3IREATT |
firx WWM arnoor

W3TI
“ WWRPT #ft 3T~ trtAhM 2

frs{ A TRHE?

wmArw AHQI SiFit?
37Fraiwi! 8n
I'H HCIN'IMAYL sik§<gitHig ~hahIRFT,
A A T NFAFACH o
Tnw ~sTSM SImt,
s#  "vhsiNiri™ TnTIpISf tm - 1
%HT ~  wn w - ‘M
YFTrar » N - TusitiM Tw |
N n cM n

w m f #5frf~ ~ |



I\ pQ% TOCNTDCN My A 3

%7J
32~ N ‘KA1
ANr->T7ry=% >0 *"ir
V-z4r , >
bs~r Z?' ~ >n2p o - 09 9 -

TOM TT?A, Ttec/r NCA

% ?~N'Pcj.NMzrA mnhe7(,mxshryn-

NV S-x" 00
7f00,:~NE' anjf 2" NnE
>nS mfy N % %, [//

Vist:  1rA' nify™ -717 $0 >G *dV

51= rv ™ nNXx



-57® @T3
, ¥N AN
bt'Q NNN'N
N o LA A ISHINEANE 733111 HN (SATIY” o SN S 10
i 'SM 'STVhtU% 5t~ ~

B AN ACIANEEANN O AL | 5 SANEARA Y (©)
Rift; A (75N SN F|%  «NSLAAN AFF

noN
A CrRSA 11W A
A cAChio A CTA A ABH«
5t® THGMSH f ~ B WRSIFWINTN
s A (fiQ A AgnAln
BASA #N A ~N o
sts~'sit, A A~ (JIE N SHCA

ft /G~ A8~ ~A'SIM®  UN'S fifw f
—570 to/ M (7P8,

5/\/\ /\/\n

n e~ 5 &t 'G<N IPM 7RI
f G:EB | /\"g? f /%“GP/\S['/\ /\‘J-t/\7 /§]_/\
) N TWIRA <2fti™ OT
[SURANN 0| CEANE 11 .
| QofsiH PCHf
NSV EPIM>1<PC=11"YMAN |

cw t™ SliffiwstiFi ~sRitw

(TSI SN GNQ BSVWWE (A <SHQAWHAN,

(™ iiniiiiifl i cw IR N
7in S5A[tN 2t<-SRIICA 11
(s*fwrin 55SRNpriw

n c®t5[N;5TWH

ISTW "S)MSAIE(BE Y8
w A S WRSIWIN

Slr



A2p$t CsM

OSRI?~"T*W~ ]

"SWRSfes ~ 1/ |

NMNS[HFANS[rt%o3l
« R J “}Mf

33571 5 211

CSWN R*A*A
ASttn

Ae1n

KUMDUNG DO:NYIPO:LO NOM
Gokul Doloe

Kumdung Do:nyi nom
Kumdung po:lo nom
Among-asitakamscm
Pvlen bine nom.

Do:nyi anc no

Po:lo abu no

Nok Kamangko Kamang
Nok duimangko Kamang

Nok Ka.yumsunam agercm
Ngolum loidvpc germotcika
N ok mc:yumsunam lamtcm
Ngolum aginpc gvmotcika.

Sumnyo-situm dungkampc
Mclo ngolu du:tungai
Angun pvang amongko
Dung cmlakinmangai.

Silo kinsul ka:znamc

Sc: amo:so

Takamcm ascng bil dung
Do:nyipo:lo no.

No ayaila kampomotvtci

Sc: amo:scm

Nok asc:lok pu:po-jarpomotvtci
Tumc takamscm.



KHANIGRATHAI

Muzdi araa ha
BoJularaubri............ !
Muthai ha mudzi

Ang nuhadu baijiha
Bislaimajangthai
Odehojinih nokhasauha
Hai! hadzi se hamada....

Ang bauladu bo besai thukhe

Elai majangthai nunangniya

Mithidu angjang khribbo

Majangthai, hamthai la nangdu khribbo
Thikabo sere mithiba,

Saushibo thiya, mithiya.

Saujang ang doha

Lugu la saushi girl
Saujang dukhu ni gezerha
Angjonladu hadzikhe
Khajang.....Mudzi araa ha.

ioo

OUTBURST OF SILENCE

Teardrops in a glass

The champagne is headier

I looked out misty eyed

And saw the sheep grazing
The clouds sailing by above
Surely a sign of down pours.

I thmk of soul left

Gay and mistfull ne’er to be
Wonder all and ask |
Goodness we too need
Was there e’er an answer.

Stranded all alone
With the guide gone
Amidst the sighing and crying
I stand waiting for down pour
Ecstatic............. Teardrops inaglass.
Anonymous.
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(Ravenshow), csriwsf% (Presidency) W w <TE?
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" The Cotton College has played a most vital role in the socio-cultural and the political renaissance of Assam.
Indeed, it is deeply linked with the very structural growth-process of the state, At a time when the very existence of
our national life is threatened by the growth of extra institutional power centres and a climate of intellectual acquiesence,
it is the Cotton College, | am confident, which will provide a new of hope to the up-coming generation of the North-
Eastern slates in particular, and to the "National development in general.”
A A w i cit?! M%?n's NASIR!

spsf
" Within the modern context | would like Cotton Collage to revent to the ideals oi' my days with dedicated
teaching with sports and extra curricular activities, broadening the mind and the scopc of study taking preference over
pofities. That is why it attracted the best tcachers and the best students, and that is how it growned the young
developing minds."
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" The College should be made autonomous after
proper planning for more efficient managemeni: and
working. The syllabus should be modified in such a way
that (it becomes job oriented. Si.ch as amalgamation of
history with sociology and psychology' etc, The subjects
of science and arts, should be made up-to-date with the
advancement of Information technology, modern scientific
ideas, progressive thinking for “he modern age etc. etc.
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£ 1~ ~mi St. Stephen's Col-
lege ~ N FINEAIN I CO'd'tsW
5J5' “The Stephenian” '« C/
CA~ifnP~ (Shri M.Hidoyatullah )

" 1 am gratified to find that a college owns a
very well equipped library. A library is one of (he
essentials of education. Indeed it was Carlyle who said
that the modem university is only a collection of books.
It is interesting to recall that a librarian of Harvard (
also founded by Cambridge man, as was this institution)
once said if space for our libraries become short, the
legislative building in Washington may have to be
cleared because for the growth of the Nation a libraiy
is more needed than the deliberations of politicians. You
maybe interested to know that a 7 storeyedbuilding
housed the library at Harvard."
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" Dr., Thomson is not over in favour of men
with English qualifications. He thinks lecturers ought
normally to hope to succeed to professorships afid that
it would be wrong to supersede a very good lecturer
with Indian qualification by a much younger man with
medioene European qualification this idea is that if a
man becomes straightaway a professor because he had
European qualifications Hese letter ought to be of first
class quality... otherwise there is no justification pushing
aside existing lecturers and this letter course is found
to give rise to great difficulty and trouble.”
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What steps should be taken to realize the dream ofmaking Cotton College
the centre ofintellectual growth and excellencefor the whole nation?
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The first step would be to restructure the office of ("ot-
ton College - a complete overhauling ofthe infrastructure is
required. The posts of Vice-Principal, Administrative Officer
and Finance Officer should be immediately incorporated.
There is a suggestion from some quarters that the adminis-
trative cell in Dispur, which manages the official work of
Cotton College, should be shifted to the college premises so
that the teachers do not have to rush to Dispur for matters
like retention etc. and can concentrate more on their classes.
Moreover more people should be employed in managing
the affairs relating to salaries of teaching and non teaching
staff so that the teachers do not have to get involved in
these matters also. The vacancies inthe Departments should
also be immediately filled up.

It is very important that 'Information Technology' should
be included as a compulsory course in the Degree level as
this is the age of computers. The syllabus of the different
subjects should also be renewed from time to time to keep
pace with the changing world.

It isofextreme importance that an Institution like Cotton
College be allowed to function on its own sons any interfer-

mS<INf

ence from other authorities as regards academies, adminis-
tration and finance.

Kamala Choudhary

Head ofthe deptt. Statistics

Cotton College is passing through a long phase of
stagnation and decay. It has a glorious past but its present
state ofaffairs is not so encouraging for which the negligence
ofthe government is mainly to blame but the present genera-
tions of teachers and taught cannot escape their responsibil-
ity. hi order to realise the dream ofmaking Cotton College the
centre of intellectual growth and excellence for the whole na-
tion, some ofthe steps to be taken are as follows.

(1) To create proper academic atmosphere, which re-
quires considerable teacher - student interaction and disci-
pline mthe campus, there should be reduction in the number
of students enrolled or else a second campus should be
established.

(2) Infrastructural facilities should be improved.

(3) Without really brilliant students there can be no in-
tellectual growth. To attract such students new relevant
courses must be introduced and a large number of scholar-
ships should be instituated.

(4) NET qualified teachers should be appointed purely
on the basis of merit.

(5) Cotton College should be accorded academic and
administrative autonomy.

(6) Cotton College should undertake research activi-
ties of international standard. To make it feasible an emi-
nent scholar should be appointed as the Professor and Head
in each department on the basis of open advertisement in
the scale of university professor.

Tarun Sircar
Head ofthe deptt. Mathematics

In hundred years of existence Cotton College, the
premier institution of higher education of North East India
has imparted higher education to hundred thousands of
Cottonians. However, due to reasons beyond the control of
the college authority, the College has notbeen able to intro-
duce the courses relevant to today's world. Unless this is
done , the college cannot attract the best of the available
talents beyound H.S. level

The fu-st step to be taken to fulfil the aspiration ofthe
student community of Assam isto grant Academic Autonomy
to Cotton College. This will enable the college in view ofthe
demand of modern world. Introduction of the subjects like
computer education (BCA, MCA, Bsc and Msc Computer),
IT, Mass communication, Design and Management courses.
Biochemistry and Biotechnology etc. isa must ifwe intend to
make our dear institution the path bearer ofthis millennium.



At the same time the standard of on going courses will have
to lifted by improving library and laboratory facilities, intro-
ducing modem methods of instruction and supporting re-
search activities. Last but not the least is the utmost dedica-
tion on the part of the teachers and the students, without
which the dream ofmaking Cotton College the centre of intel-
lectual growth and excellence cannot be realized.
Kamalesit Choudhury
Head ofthe deptt.,Chemistry

1feel that the students and teachers of Cotton College
are really brilliant and they can contribute greatly for the
growth and excellence of the whole nation.

However, the atmospher of Assam, for avery long time
now is not suitable for growth and development of excel-
lence. Assamese students therefore have become worried
about their career and future life. They have lost their ca-
pacity to concentrate in studies and are loozing motiva-
tion to work hard. But gemius is 10% heredity and 90%
hard work. We therefore should concentrate more on how
we can increase the motivation and ‘concentration of our
students.

As a first step to do this | suggest that a Yoga and medi-
tation class should be opened immediately in Cotton Col-
lege. Many western Countries, particularly Japan are doing
excellent work for the growth and development ofthe entire
world by introducing meditation in all offices and educa-
tional institutions.

I therefore firmly believe that Yoga and meditation will
greatly help Cotton College for making it a centre of intellec-
tual growth and excellence.

Minoti Barthakur
Head ofthe deptt. ofPhilosophy
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THE

As in other regions of India, Assam too has an ancient
and rich tradition of Rama lore and Ramayana literature. Rama
figures prominently in the folkways of the people of Assam,in
songs and performances traditionally handed down from a
remote past ; in folk songs like ai-n'am and bia-nam,mantra-
git folk dance and drama forms,and folk institutions like oja-
pali, Putala Nas(puppet-show), Dhulia Bh'aona, Khulia
Bhaona, Kusian Gan, Bhari Gan cct. Madhava Kandali had
made a verse rendering in Assamese of Valmiki Ramayana
as early as the 14th century. After him many prominent
Assamese poets and literateurs like Saiikaradeva, Madhaba
De'va, Ananta Kandali, Ramasaraswati,
Durgabara,Raghunath Mahanta etc.had created Ramayana
literature in Assamese*.It is accepted that Ramayana story
had an older oral tradition and that it was written down much
later. It is not known definitely whether the oral tradition

preceed the written one and vice versa.However,we can say«

beyond any resonable doubt that in the Assamese Ramayana
literature elements of both written tradition from the original
Valmiki Ramayana and the traditional folk response to it are
unified into one.The Ramayana text that we want to study
here is Durgabara’s Ramayana popularly known as Giti
Ramayana(the Lyrical R"ayai)a).This text bears ample proof
of the influence of either tradition.

It is difficult to place Durg'abara exactly in time and little

is known about his life and career.However,from his Beula .

Akhyana(a book by him), most of the scholars infer that he
was a contemporary of His Majesty King Bisva Singha who
ruled during the early part of the 16th century, and that he'
took to poetry inspired by one Bahubal Sikdar.Bishay
Chandra Biswashi,a noted literateure of Assamese opines
that he was born in the vicinity of Hajo in Kamrup District.
Of course in consideration of his references in Beula
*Akhyana scholars believe that his place of birth was
Kamakhya hill near Guwahati.

Durgabara’s Ramayana is mainly a collection of some:
songs.Of course together with the lyrics,verse descriptions
are also given place to here.This Ramayana was composed
for the purpose of the ‘Ojapali Performances’.These songs
have no mention of ‘Talas’but there are a lot of references to
‘Ragas’.There are twenty one names of Ragas in this
Raniayana.These are :l)Ahira, 2)Akas Mandali, 3)Kambar,
4)G(jrijari, 5)Cljalani, 6)Devajini, 7)Deva Mohan, 8 Dhanasi,
9)P.itamarijari, 10)Barari, Il)Basanta, 12)Belowar,
13)(?hatiyali, 14)Marijari, 15)Manowar, 16)Malachi,
17)Meghamandala, 18)Suhai, 19)R”agiri, 20)Sri Gandhakali
and 2|)Sri Gandhar.Many of these names have references in
ancient Sanskrit scriptures.But a few like Devajini,Deva
Mohan and Sri Gandhakali are not mentioned there or in the
post Vaishnavite literature of Assam. '

There is no knowing for certain,whether or not
Durgabara composed all the kandas of the Ramayana,for in
the present extant text only the stories of five Kandas from
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Aryan to Uttara-Kanda are available.Of course from rhymes
like “Ayodhya-Kanda having been fully finished,listen to
the Aranya-kanda at the moment”,one may infer that the
Ayodhya-kanda also was composed by him. The extant text
starts with the description of the post-demise dish to
Dasaratha and ends with Rama being coronated.In the
Ramayana of Durgabara only 994 verses are there.Of these
490 verses belong to Aranya-kanda,319 belongs to
Kiskindhya-kanda,81 to Sundara-kanda,76 to Laiika-kanda
and 28 to Uttara-kanda.In VValmiki Ramayana,of all the kandas
Lanka-kanda has more verses.But in Durgabara
Ramayana,Aranya-kanda is vaster and from the view point
of literature too this kanda has its superiority.

In this context it will be worth mentioning here that
besides the Valmiki Ramayana,the Ramayana of Madhava
kandali has a great influence on the Assamese Ramayana
literature of later time. Professor Dr. B.K.Barua,the
distinguised scholar of Assam writes: “The legacy of a rich
and beautiful diction which Madhava Kandali left in his
Ramayana exercised a tremendous influence on Sankaradeva
and his immediate successors”. A But in the Ramayana of
Durgabara there are other influences also. The following
features of Durgabari Ramayana, we think, will give a clear
picture of its distinctive traits

(1) The description of the post-demise dish to
Dasaratha of Durgabari Ramayana differs from that of
Valmiki Ramayana  or Mahava Kandali Ramayana. First,
this description is found in the Ayodhyakanda of Durgabara.
Secondly, according to the description of the Valmiki
Ramayana, Rama, on being informed by Bharata and others
of his father’s demise, said his ‘tarpan prayer’ in the
Mandakini river and gave Dasaratha the ceremonial dish of
the deceased at the instance of Bharata, Basistha and oth-
ers. But according to Durgabara, Rama after bidding fare-
well to Bharata and others went with Laksmana and Sita
upto Gaya to offer the Post-demise dish to Dasaratha and
for this purpose gathered fruit etc. Sita at that time was
playing on the sand of the Falgu river. There Dasaratha
appeared before Sita and urged on her to give the ceremo-
nial dish out of sand. Sita failing to refuse DasWtha did so
after appealing to the sun, Moon, the earth, the brahmin etc.
to be the witnesses of her work. The witnesses refused to
give evidence before Rama and consequently they were
cursed by Sita. Though the post-demise dish in Siva Purana,
A Ananda Ramayana,™ Krittibasi Ram'ayana etc. figure in
different contexts and with variation, yet they have similar-
ity with the one of Durgabara,

(2) In Durgabari Ramayana there are the accounts of
Rama constantly remembering Ayodhya. In such a state
Sita created an illusory Ayodhya. In that Ayodhya Rama,
Sita and Laksmana played the game of ‘Mote’ (a kind of
game) with the illusory subjects and courtiers. But this is
not to be found in Valmiki Ramayana or Madhava Kanadali



Ramayana. Dr. Maheswar Neog, a distinguished scholar of
Assam believes that this is the result of Madan-
Chaturdasifestival which is celebrated in Assam even now.
A It is to be noted that through the imaginary Ayodhya
story is in a different form and context it is there in the
Bhusundi Ramayana also.

(3) According to Valmiki and Madhava Kandali
Ramayana, Marisa had take the form of a golden deer in
order to help Ravana abduct Sita under the pressure of
Ravana. In kritibasi Ramayana also the account is the same.
But in Durgabara, Marisa accepting the plan foir the abduc-
tion of Sita, had himself devised the deceit.

(4) The Durgabara Ramayana depicts that when Sita
saw Nrisa, in the guise of a gold deer, Rama, Lakhsman
and Sita were in Dandakaranya and Rama and Sita were
playing Dice and Rama lost to Sita and in conse quence
Rama unable to pay three lakh rupees to Sita got bound in a
floral wreath. This description is not there in Valmiki or
Madhava Kandali Ramayana. This account has some re-
semblance with the one of Harivamsa about Sri Krisna who
is said to be bound by Satyabhama in a floral wreath to the
Parijat planted at Dwaraka.

(5) In the Ramayana of Durgabara, It is mentioned that
when Rama failing to reject Sita’s wishes for the golden deer
sets after the said deer but before he does so he marks three
lines so_as to caution Sita not to come out beyond them. But
Krtibasi Ranmayana differs when it says that it was Laksmana
who on an errand for Sita to follow counterfeited Rama’s
voice made by Marisa goes and before he does so draws
the three lines. But no such references are there in Valmiki or
Madhava kandali Ramayana.

(6 In Durgabari Ramayana Sita when abducted by
Ravana introduces herself as the daughter of Flavana and
Mandodori. Such accounts are not there either in Valmiki
Ramayana or any other verses about Rama written in As-
sam. Of course it is to be mentioned that Jain Uttara Purana,
adbhuta Ramayana and some non-Indian Rama lore have
shown Sita as the daughter of Ravana.

(7) In the Ramayana of Durgabara we come across de-
scriptions of Rama who while wandering in search of Sita
curses a pair of Brahmmi ducks that insults Rama when he
asks him about her. Such descriptions are not available in
Valmiki or Madhava Kandali Ramayana. Of course in Krtibasi
Ramayana, Jogmohan Ramayana of Balaram Das and the
Khotani Ramayana, such accounts with some vjiriations is
found.

(8In Durgabari Ramayana Ravana in Aranya -Kanda
comes face to face with Suparsa after he has fought with
Jatayu. In the original Valmiki Flamayana, as well as Kandali
Ramayana, it is shown at the end of Kisindhya- kanda.
Durgabara and Valmiki differ about the mention they make
about the chariot of Ravana. According to Durgabara’s
description Suparsa saw the chariot of Ravana when he
met him. But in Valmiki Ramayana Suparsa did not see the
chariot of Ravana because it had been already destroyed
m the battle with Jatayu. Such are found in Krtibasi
Ramayana also.
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and Laksmana returned to Ayodhya from exile, Koikeyi
wanted to kill herself by taking poisoned sweet if Rama did
not show her mark of respect. In Valmiki and Madhava
Kandali there is no such matter.

CONCLUSION

It should be evident from the above discussion that
while Durgabara kept close to Madhava Kandali who had
shown an examplary fidelity to the Valmiki original in his
rendering, his text also shows marked traces of Ramayana
literature into the Krtibasi Ramayana, Ananda Ramayana
and other Ramayana literatures and Rama lore. Krtibasa is
prior to Durgabara and as a neighbouring poet there is some
logic in ascribing the similarities in their text to the influence
of krtibasa. Yet there are elements in Durgabara’s text which
occur in Jain Uttara Purana, Siva-Mahapurana, Ananada
Ramayana etc. but are absent from Krtibasi Ramayana. This
point needs critical consideration. Some such anecdotes
and details may still be encountered in popular Assameese
and in lore of the various tribes of the region. It can be
reasonably deduced that a distinct tradition of Ramayana
literature and Rama lore had developed in Assam as in other
regions of India, which gathered to itself elements of di-
verse sources. Durgabara was wellversed in the traditional
Ramayana literature from Valmiki onwards and he was equally
responsive to the growing native tradition and exploited
both in the creation of his Gita Ramayana. It becomes im-
perative, therefore, to study Durgabar's Ramayana in order
to gauge not only the influence of Valmiki’s Ramayana in
Assam but also the inroads made into Ramayana literature
by the growing native and local tradition.
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Fund - Strapped Cotton College
and an agenda: random thoughts

Educational institutions all over the country and at all
levels - primary, secondary and higher - are running into
rough weather. Investment in education as a percentage of
national income is disturbingly low in our country. The Edu-
cation For All Meet held a few years back envisaged that
this percentage would be raised to 6 by 2001.However, as
matters stand today, the investment in education has hot
gone beyond 4 percent of national income. While the cen-
tral universities and the 11Ts are somewhat better placed in
terms of accessibility to resources, the state run institutions
are finding the going difficult.

Being a State Government institution. Cotton College is
feeling the pinch of the resource crunch. The financial sta-
tus of the College is tied up with the vicissitudes of the State
finance. Under the circumstances, it is but natural that the
plans and programmes for the growth and development of
the College will at bpst be tentative. The streak of adhocism
therefore, will only too evident.

The growth and development of educational institutions
depend on three Ms - Man, Material (infrastructure) and
Money. Ofthe three, the first M is definitely the most impor-
tant one. Of what use are the infrastructure and funds if the
man is missing? The high level of professional ethics of a
deeply committed and dedicated band of teachers is the
distinguishing mark of a great institution. Having said that |
hasten to add that the availability of the infrastructure and
resources can go a long way in raising the level of efficiency
and productivity of the teachers and in improving the qual-
ity of education imparted by the teachers.

The most valuable physical asset that Cotton College
owns is the prime land that it occupies in the premier city of
the North East. Scientific landscaping and beautification of
the land area covered by Cotton College, stretching from
Panbazar to Dighalipukhuri, punctuated by odd establish-
ments, will lead to the beautification of the city itself Not
many Cottonians, past and present, are probably aware that
Cotton College owns another big land in Roopnagar locality
of the city. The property tax paid by the College is Rs.
3,43,300/-in2000-2001.

Keeping in view the immediate and more pressing needs
of this great institution of learning, the financial require-
ments may be worked out in a rough & ready manner. This
write up does not go beyond indicating the broad outlines
of such an exercise. It does not necessarily include the Cen-
tenary items. Nor is it necessarily related to the requirements
of an autonomous institution or a deemed university. The
needs identified below are the needs of the College as it
exists today.

(@ Class room situation : The quality of teaching suf-

fers because of an unnecessary irritant - the shortage of
desks and benches, the poor quality, obsolete blackboards
and shortage of electric fans! In the face of non-availability
of funds, the authorities remain a mere spectator. The intro-
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duction of modern teaching aids remains a distant dream.

(2) Library facilities ; The total number of books in the
library is 1,10,234 the total number of magazines 40 and the
total number of newspaper 9. The annual book grant from
the state government since 1995 is nil. During 1993 -94, the
amount received from the State government was Rs. 3,70,000.
Regular magazine and newspapers has been affected as the
bills are not cleared on time. But for the UGC grant (annual),
the purchase of books for the library would have been im-
possible. During the year 1998 - 99 (March), the DOC grant
for purchase of books and journals amounting to Rs.
1,20.000/- for the undergraduates and Rs. 4,10.000/- for the
Post-graduates were received. The amount was distributed
among 21 Undergraduate and 20 Post-graduate departments
of the College. At present, there is no career guidance and
counseling cell in the college. As and when the cell is set up
- and there is no reason why the cell cannot be set up - the
demand for reading materials and teaching aids will rise con-
siderably. With its present financial position, the library can
hardly meet these and such other felt needs of the younger
generation.

(3) Laboratory Expenses : With long standing bills run-
ning into lakhs of rupees, the suppliers of chemicals and
equipment to the laboratory are a disgruntled lot. The en-
hancement of laboratory facilities will require additional re-
sources. The laboratory fees realised from the students can-
not meet this need refundable at the end of the session.

(4) Hostel facilities : Paucity of funds has hit the hos-
tels badly. In the 9 hostels of the College, 7 for boys and 2
for girls (an additional block is almost ready for occupation)
about 800 boys and 300 girls reside. The demand for seats
in the girls hostel is mounting. Today every third Cottonian
is a girl. Private hostels have sprung up like mushrooms.
The living conditions in all the hostels need immediate im-
provement. Age - old, weather - beaten and defective elec-
trical fittings have resulted in huge transmission losses and
mounting electricity bills for the inmates. In some of the
hostels, the inmates of a four-seater room with one fan and
two lights have to pay an electricity bill of Rs. 400/- per
month! The hostel electricity bill (annually) comes to Rs.
4,45.000. Most of the meters in the hostel are dead. Conse-
quently, the ASEB prepares the ‘average bill’. It may be
recalled that only recently an arrear payment of Rs. 36 lakhs
(for the College as a whole) under the electricity head has
been cleared by the Government. However, till the old me-
ters and old electrical fittings are replaced - and it is inse-
cure to retain these - there is no guarantee that electricity
arrears will not start mounting again. In addition, leaking
roof, cracked and sinking fioors, poor conditions of Com-
mon rooms, buildings crying out for repair, white washing
and a fresh coat of paints so on present a sorry spectacle.
Living conditions in the hostels are no less responsible for
instances of shocking results in the examinations. A new



trend in some of the boys hostels is also now discernible.
There are reported instances of some boarders vacating
hostels seats in preference to accommodation elsewhere.

(5) Internal pathways : Pathways leading to the class
rooms of the departments situated wide™apart and also pro-
viding the inter - hostel passage, wherever these exist that
is, get muddy and slushy during the rainy season. The move-
ment of the surging crowd becomes difficult, uncomfortable
and even at times, risky. Funds are not available for the
construction of the pathways.

(6 Renovation of KBR Hall: Non-availability of funds
is responsible for the fast deteriorating ambience of the
Kalaguru Bishnu Rabha Hall (Union Hall), the nerve center
of cultural and academic activities of the College. During
College admissions. College Week, Freshman Social, semi-
nar and the like, a considerable amount of fund goes out of
the College every year as payments for the chairs and fans
on hire. During the Centenary celebrations, this Hall is go-
ing to come under tremendous pressure.

(7)  Educational dispensary; There is no supply of medi-
cine to the dispensary. Regular health check up of the stu-
dents, both boarders and non-boarders, important &; it is, is
not possible without boundary vifalls and insufficient elec-
trical fittings, the dispensary is in a pretty bad shape.

(8 Accommodation of Grade IV employees : Lack of
planning and proper accommodation of these employees
have led to the growth of a slum -like environment within
the College Campus. Pending the constructions of quarters
under the Master Plan, some workable arrangements need
to be made sooner rather than later.

(99 CCUS Fund : The fund at the disposal of the Cot-
ton College Union Society is limited. The government grant
is nil. During the session 1999 - 2000, the total Collection
from the students amounted to Rs. 3,11,328/-. Whenever the
inter - College Competitions are on, the Principal finds him-
self / herself in a state of quandan/. Quite ironically, as the
College team wins and advances into the next game, the
search for funds also begins, (There were cases of borrow-
ing jerseys and hockey sticks!). The debating Section finds
it difficult to send the College team to a number of debating
Contests at the state level due to fund constraints.

(10) “Cotton College” the documentary : The 33 mm
Black and White, 18ft documentary was produced by the
Cotton College Film Society, 1973 - 74. This documentary
may be updated. A rough estimate shows that the shooting
of a documentary of 20 minutes covering the major events
since 1976 to present day will Cost well over Rs.49,000..

(U) Staff Salaries : The budget estimate for the finan-
cial year 2000- 2001 under non -plan head shows an amount
of Rs. 146750080 and under the plan head an amount of Rs.
53766872. A substantial amount of arrears salaries remains
to be released.

Necessary data Collection on the above mentioned items
and similar other heads of expenditure will enable one to
arrive at a rough estimate of funds required and that, set
against the funds available, will show the resources gap for
Cotton College, in financing this gap, the measures for in-
ternal resource mobilisation will assume significance. Some
of these measures are mentioned below.
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(i) Consultancy services and patenting : Both the
Humanities and Science departments can try and identify
areas where Consultancy services may be rendered by them
to firms and institutions. As a part of the textbook to field
movement, the laboratories may tie up with the industrial
concern, both government and private. New prooducts and
new techniques of production may be patented. It is heart-
ening to note that the UGC annual grant for Minor Re-
search Projects in the College has gone up to Rs. 3,51,750/

(i)  Sponsorship : With the approval from the Compe-
tent authorities, selected firms and companies will have to
be approached for financial help to hold certain functions
and to implement certain schemes. In fact right from the
Manik Chandra Baruah Memorial Debating Compete=ition
down to the first Dimbeswar Neog Memorial All Assam
Inter College / University Recitation Competition 2000, spon-
sorship has been of grpat help to the organisers.

(iii) Revision of face structure : With the provision for
free education to the poor but deserving students which
may be agreed upon, the amount of fees collected from the
rest of the students may be raised by a reasonable amount
. During the session 1999 - 2000, the amount of tution fees
collected from the under graduate and post-graduates was
Rs. 12,15,600/- and the amount of game fees. Common room
fee and magazine fee was Rs. 4,06.500/-. The number of
students in the College in over 4000.

(iv) New Field Premises : Revenue records show that
the New Field was handed over to Cotton College and Cot-
ton Collegiate School way back in 1903. The Field is under
the custody of the Sports Authority of India (SIA) since
the late eighties. The Government may consider whether it
would be feasible to transfer to Cotton College Accounts a
certain percentage of the rent now being paid to SAt by the
stalls in the Field premises.

The financial constraints often forces the authori-
ties to fall back upon the other examination charges (against
examinations conducted by APSC, Banks etc) and borrow-
ing from the Centre Fee Fund. On an average, other exami-
nation charges come to Rs. 30,000/- annually. The amount
collected as Centre Fee from various examination during
the session 1999 - 2000 (Excluding MA /M. Sc Previous
and Final Examination) was Rs.2,34,800/-.

One word about the PL Account. The procedure for
withdrawal of funds under this Account is to be simplified
and the time taken shortened. The long drawn out proce-
dure forces the authorities to carry out the student activi-
ties (union election, freshman social and soon) with amounts
borrowed from seminar fund and welfare fund.

The recent decision of the Government to appoint an
administrative officer and Financial and Account officer is
definitely a move in the right direction. Such a step will go
a long way in streamlining the financial administration of
this prestigious institution which has entereed into hun-
dred years of its existence.

Dlipkinar Bam) Rird.  Giton Gllee



WILD LIFE CONSERVATION

Environmentalist, Doctor, writer - these are butsev-
eral of the tittles that has been attached to thisfamous
personality. He was born in 1909, in Calcutta. In 1952, he
came over to Assam and settled own in Golaghat. It was
mainly due to his efforts that Kaziranga acquired the sta-
tus of a National Park, when his documentary,
“Kaziranaga” was released to the world. He was awarded
tiie Padmashree in 1971 and an honorary Doctoratefrom
AAYV, in 1990. He was also associated with Dr. Salim AH;
afittingfriendship between the birdman oflndia and the
birdman ofAssam. At 91 now; Dr. Rabin Banerjee is still
going strong and his enthusiasm for matters relating to
the environment and wildlife is still as strong as ever.

The vast region of India has a rich and varied fauna
comprising of more than 500 types of animals and 1000 spe-
cies of birds, insects, reptiles and fishes. The Wild Ass of
Kutch and the Gir Lion are noteworthy in the West and the
Rhinoceros and Wild Buffalo similarly in the East. While
other fine animals like the Black Buck, Chital, Sambar, Sloth
Bear, Bison, Tiger and Elephant have a wide distribution in
the country. Furthermore, in the extreme North we have sev-
eral species of Mountain Sheep and Goats. Birds are even
more varied than animals. Some large birds and some small
ones, among them some of the most enchanting singers
and talkers; many of them have great economic importance,
while others surpass in beauty like the Peacock with its
resplendent feathers which is also our National Bird.

Until a few years ago we had plenty of these animals and
birds in the country but with the indiscriminate killing in re-
cent years a great many of them have decreased in number.
Some of them are even getting rare and others have very
nearly vanished; for instance the Indian Lion has become
extinct everywhere except in its last stronghold in the Gir
Forest of Saurashtra region of Guijrat State. The Hunting Chee-
tah has also met the same fate; the one-horned Rhinoceros
was about to disappear in 1908 altogether but for the fore-
sight of the then British Forest Officers who took steps to
protect them and preserve them in the Kaziranga Sanctuary
in Assam. Other animals like the Thamin, Musk Deer, Kash-
mir Stag, Wild Ass, Black Buck, Snow Leopard and Pygmy
Hog and the Brown Antlered Deer are getting scarce.

Among birds the Great Indian Bustard, the White Winged
Wood Duck and the Golden Eagle have become rare and the
Pink Headed Duck is no longer seen while the Black and
Brown Partridges are being reduced in numbers. In Assam
20 years ago at Rangapahar area it was a usual sight to see
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Sambar and Barking Deer roaming freely in the forests while
a large number of Jungle Fowls and Pheasants could be
found along the roadsides not to speak of the large variety
of birds flying undisturbed in the forests. These are lost
animals and birds now; why is our Wild Life vanishing eve-
rywhere in India? In the past extensive forests gave shelter
and protection to Wild Life and these forests provided a
good pastime and recreation to the sportsmen who went
shooting, just for sports and not for the lust of killing these
poor and helpless denizens of the forest. It was very rare to
find in those days that hunters shot any animals or birds
during the closed seasons and at random without caring
whether they were male or female species of animals but
now-a-days these rules are completely forgotten. These are
instances not in everywhere in India when animals are be-
ing indiscriminately killed irrespective of whether they are
male or female. Instances are also not rare where pregnant
animals being killed mostly at night when the animals are
most helpless.

The emergence of modern arms and ammunition fol-
lowed by rapid modes of transport and clearance of large
tracts of forest lHawe proved fatal to Wild Life against which
animals stood little chance of survival. No wonder several
species have' been wiped out of existence or are on the
verge of extinction.

This is the problem which we are facing today. It is the

(Contd. on 142)



CHTLD LABOUR

Article 24 of the Indian Constitution states that no child
below the age of fourteen shall be employed to work in
factories, mines or engaged in any other hazardous employ-
ment. This right falls under the sub heading Right gainst
exploitation (Fundamental rights).

However defying this right more than 17 million children
under the age group below 14 are employed as field labour-
ers and workers in both small and large-scale industries.
Ten projects have already been proposed to cover up the
areas where child labour is found in abundance. These in-
clude the glass industry in Surat and Jaipur, match work in
Sivakasi and brass ware manufacturing industry of
Moradabad. In the tea gardens of Assam, the employment
of child labour is strictly prohibited.

These child labourers are, comparatively cheaper and
hence much preferred. On the otherhand extreme poverty
and the marginal income of their family forces them to take
up the work. Generally they are appointed as apprentice
and are often underpaid. Hard labour and uncongenial work-
ing conditions in fire work factories, biri factories - destroy
the health of the children. They are usually prone to lung
and eye diseases, tuberculosis, asthma, and bronchitis.
Today it has became a cardinal problem in developing coun-
tries. What is shameful is that International Labour Organi-
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problem of Wild Life and its preservation. Unless measures
are taken to this end it will not be long before it will be lost to
us and to the generations that follow. It will be shameful day
for us when our great-great children ask “What was Wild
Life?”

Some of us may ask the question: - What is the necessity
to protect this Wild Life? Do they not damage crops, kill
precious cattle and even kill man? Which are more valu-
ables, the food crops or these wild animals? The hunter may
also raise the question “Why all these rules and regulations
ourtailing his liberty. Why can’t he just shoot anywhere and
at any animal he wants to”. What does it matter if all birds
and animals killed? Who is to live man or wild animals? These
are vital questions. Yet the answer is simple though signifi-
cant. We should not forget that all living creatures Hre cre-
ated by God who created us also and that all living creatures
therefore have a place in Nature’s plan and Wild Life also
has an essential place in God’s plan. Their preservation is in
the interest of man himself

Take as a simple example; if tigers are destroyed, then
the population of herbivorous animals increased and resuH
in danger to crops; if all the deer and wild pig are destroyed
then tigers prey on cattle and even on human beings; if
birds are destroyed then the insect population increases
and they damage the crops. If all snakes disappear from the
surface of the earth the rodent population will increase and
eat up all our crops.
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sations have specially branded India.

Apart from the child labours in factories and industries
there are children in gargantuan number working in dhabas,
tea stalls and restaurants. To keep small children as serv-
ants has as if become a symbol of modernity. However the
employers donot take any necessary steps for their educa-
tional, intellectual or vocational upliftment. If a survey is
made here in Assam, out of every ten household one such
household is sure to be present in the list.

Lucky enough are those children whose parents can
afford to take the burden of their studies. But think of those
unfortunate children who have to take over the burden of
the whole family in their own tiny hands. In the hustle and
bustle of modernity, perhaps, we are unable to hear their
cries or we bother to hear them.

In this context a song sung by Dr. Bhupen Hazarika comes
to my mind -

Manuhe manuhor babe

Zodihe akano nebhabe

Bhabibo koneno kowa ?
Samania.

If we humans, as humans doesn’t think of our own race
who will think for us ? Friends, | wonder......

Hence Nature itself knows how to balance the popula-
tion of different creatures living in this world. And due to
the interference of man by indiscriminate killing of certain
species of these creations of God, nature itselfwill be unbal-
anced which will be detrimental to human beings. | do not
mean to say that killing of Wild animals will be totally stopped
but this must be done under control. That is wh)' wild life
management through scientific methods came into existence.
Crop raiders like deer, pigs, monkeys or animal marauders
such as wolves. Hyaenas and Wild Dogs must be kept un-
der check. As for other animals they have to be reduced if
the numbers multiply beyond reasonable limits. Thus
broadly speaking the objective of Wild Life management is
twofold ; First, to protect crops and human beings from
damage and second, to preserve Wild Life in particular cases
and even to control their numbers. Its basic objective is to
prevent its wholesale destruction, particularly of rare spe-
cies.

On this day let us therefore pledge ourselves to the pres-
ervation of Wild Life for posterity’s sake and take this pledge
and repeat after me the following pledge given by the Gov-
ernment of India ; “I keep my solemn pledge to protect our
country’s Wild Life and its forests from unnecessary de-
struction.”

JAITHIND



OCTAVIO PAZ

H is P assion for

It's been two years since the revo-
lutionary poet, Octavio Paz, who “for-
ever changed the face of Mexican lit-
erature, "passed away on April 20,
1998. He was 84. He was the winner
of the Noble Prize for Literature in
1990. In 1982, Paz also won the Miguel
Cervantes Prize, Spain’s most pres-
tigious award. In 1987, he won the
T.S.Eliot Award in Chicago. Way back
in 1942, he also won the honourable
American Newside Prize. In 1976,Paz
founded “Vuelta” which was to be-
come one of Latin America’s most
prestigious literary magazines.

Paz was born on March 31,1914 in Mexico City. His fa-
ther was secretary to Emiliano Zapata, a peasant leader of
Mexico’s 1910-20 revolution, and later rose to the rank of
diplomatic representative in Washington. When Zapata was
murdered in 1919, the Paz family went into brief exile in Los
Angeles. Paz published his first poem when he was 16. While
still at Mexico city’s National Autonomous University, he
was attracted towards Marxist ideals. In his anti-fascist
writtings, he was influenced by the late Chilian Noble Laure-
ate, Pablo Neruda.

Back in Mexico city, Paz worked at “El Popular’, a social-
ist newspaper, but quit after political arguments with col-
leagues. He took pride in calling himself*a social demaocract”.
Two of his earlier works : “The Labyrinths of Solitude ; Life
and Thought in Mexico,” and the poem “Sunstone” gave
due recognition to Paz’s inherent literary qualities. “Laby-
rinth,” published in 1950, described Mexican history as “a
search for our own selves, deformed or masked by strange
institutions”. “Sunstone” (1962) was “a harsh critic of the
proud apathy many Mexicans share”. Both these works
earned him many critics as well as fans.

Octavio Paz’s mental proximity with India is one of his
many intellectual specialities. He got the opportunity for the
first time to come to India in 1951 when he was working in the
Mexican Embassy in Paris. From 1962 to 1968 he was the
Mexican ambassador to India. While in India he took to great
intimacy with Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi. IndiraGan-
dhi even had political discussions of Latin America with him
and also sought advice. About Indira Gandhi his opinion was
- “It seemed clear that Indira spured on by the devil of poHitics,
had lit the fire that consumed her”. Interestingly, it was during
his stay in India that Paz met his second wife Marie-Jose
Tramini after a disastrous marriage with Elene Garro.

His ardent penchant for India’s civility, culture, litera-
ture, history, philosophy, folk art and above all, society and
community found expression in Paz’s latest book. “In the
light of India”, published in 1997. It is not only an anthology

everything

“SUN STONE”

“Abright hallucination of many wings
when they all open at the height of the sky
the sun has faced an entrance through my forehead
has opened my eyelids at last that were kept closed.
This side there is light.
A& neither see nor touch it.
> In its empty clarities rest
what we touch and see.
| see with my fingertips what my eyes touch :
shadows, the world.
With shadows | draw worlds,
|.scatter worlds with shadows.”
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of certain compositions; it is
also a comparative study of de-
grading situations of the two
countries; its contrasts be-
tween an ancient Indian past
and a more recent Spanish her-
itage resulting in a baffling cul-
ture. Acording to Paz, the main
problem of India as a race is the
conflict between the historical
and social traditions of Indian
politics. He has written - “In
both cases we’re confronting
a project (of nationhood) host
to our own traditions. Moderni-
zation begins by being a critic
of the past”. His comments on the clashes of the Hindu and
Muslim faiths in India were quite controversial. He had
said, “In India, Islam is more than a historical paradox, deep
word.....Between Islam and Hinduism there is not only an

opposition but an incompatibility”.

Paz considered poetry the noble form of literature be-
cause, “poetry comes from the very depths of one’s being.
In a poem each word carries weight”. Undaunted love for
India prompted him to dedicate about two hundred poems to
this nation in a creative style, which was his very own. In the
chapter, “The Apsara and the Yankee”, Paz had attempted
translations of several Sanskrit poems and Shlokas. His crea-
tivity limit transpires beyond his own nation and its geo-
graphical boundaries and this is possible only in case of
such a great personality like Octavio Paz, because he wanted
to withhold universal brotherhood, emotional magnanimity
and diverse intellectuality through his writings”.

In his “In the Light of India”, Paz has written, “During
the years | lived in India, 1noticed that Indians are very
conscious of their difference from other people. In an atti-
tude shared by Mexicans, a consciousness that includes, for
Indians, their difference from Latin Americans. It would not
be an exaggeration to say that the fact of being Mexican
helped me to see the difference of being Mexican... To a
certain extent, | can understand what it means to be Indian
because | am Mexican”. This brings forth the inferiority com-
plex experienced by developing nations, common to both
India and Mexico. To quote him, his book “In the Light of
India”, was”.... But rather an essay that goes beyond per-
sonal anecdotes. How does a Mexican writer, at the end of
the 20th century views the immense reality of India?”

(' The writer adondeckes her sincere ard hurble debt to the variols
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REMOTE SENSING AND GIS
As Media ofCommunication

Remote sensing and GIS have developed as comple-
mentary technologies of the present day civilization. He-
mote sensing is a method of recording information about
the earth’s surface without actual contact with the object or
area being investigated. This technique is now widely rec-
ognised with much sophistication as a scientific tool for
study. Remote sensing systems are used to observe the
Earth’s surface from satellites and aircraft. They allow col-
lection and analysis of information about resources and
land use over large area. Computerised Geography Informa-
tion System (GIS) all resources managers to process large
volumes of late from multiple sources, which can be inte-
grated to produce maps, monitor changes in resources and
model the impact of management decisions. Many resource
managers have already benefited from these new technolo-
gies in fields such as watershed management, agriculture,
forestry, conservation, mineral resources development and
prevention and mitigation of natural disasters. Remote sens-
ing and GIS made it possible to collect, integrate and analyze
data more thoroughly, accurately, quickly and cost effec-
tively than even before.

Remote sensing can be conducted from various plat-
forms - (1) Terrestrial platform : Ground to ground remote
sensing, (ii) Airborne Platform ; Low attitude balloons pro-
vide the platform, (iii) Aircraft platform ; aerial remote sens-
ing, and (iv) Space borne platform : satellite Remote sens-
ing. Among these four, aerial remote sensing and satellite
remote sensing are popular means of remote sensing. In
aerial remote sensing, photographs of the ground are taken
from an aircraft. In these process images of different tones
and texture are captured by the film or sensor from the re-
flected light (EMR) from various objects. The film used in
aerial camera is generally sensitive to 0.3 (Ultraviolet) to 0.9
(near infrared) Mm region of the electromagnetic radiation.
In this process details of the surficial features are photo-
graphed. Aerial photographs are utilized recently in a wide
variety of applications, ranging from monitoring sea pollu-
tion caused by wreckage of super oil tankers to topographi-
cal mapping and military reconnaiss:ince. In India, the sur-
vey of India (SOI) has introduced the use of aerial photog-
raphy in 1920. FLecently, SOI is the major user of aerial pho-
tography for preparation of topographical mapping. Other
disciplines, namely, forestry, Soil studies, geology,
geomorphology, and urban studies use aerial photography.

In the case of satellite remote sensing, the sensors are
kept in a satellite. National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration (NASA) of USA is the pioneer organisation in this
regard. NASA launched GEMINI Series of earth orbiting
named spacecraft during 1965 - 1966 followed by APOLLO
Series in Late 1960°s. In 1972, NASA launched its first un-
named satellite name “Earth Resources Technology Satel-
lite (ERTS -1) with automated imaging devices. After two
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years NASA started LANDSAT Series. Besides NASA the
“European Space Agency” (ESA) and countries like Japan,
France, CIS, Canada and India are now operating various
types of Satellites. Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) for the first time launched its first indigenously de-
signed spacecraft ‘Aryabhatta’ on May 19th, 1975. In re-
cent years, India’s major land marks in its Space Programme
have been developed and development of Communication
and Weather Satellite (INSAT Series) since 1982, and Re-
mote Sensing Satellite (IRS series) since 1988. “National
Remote sensing Agency” (NRSA) at Hyderabad, utilized
modern remote sensing techniques for assistance in the
planning and management of the countries natural re-
sources. Recently, on Sept. 1997, India has launched IRS - 1
D, the fourth of the operational remote sensing Satellite
Service, with more advanced sensors than its predeces-
sors.

Satellites are mainly two types : - (1) Geostationary
(Earth Synchronous) and (ii) Polar orbiting (Sun Synchro-
nous). The communication and weather satellites are of
geostationary types. These satellites are placed at an alti-
tude of about 36,000 Km. and polar orbiting satellites gener-
ally follows elliptical orbits around the earth from pole to
pole at an altitude of 800 - 1000 km. On the basis of purpose
and aims, satellites can be categorised into various types -
Communication Satellites, Weather Satellites, Remote Sens-
ing Satellite, Sea Resource Satellites and Special Purpose
Satellites.

Remote sensors record electromagnetic energy emit-
ted and reflected from the Earth’s Surface. Different types
of vegetation, soils and other features emit and reflect en-
ergy differently. This feature makes it possible to measure,
map and monitor, these properties using remote sensing
systems. Satellite sensors collect the bulk of remote sens-
ing data at the present time. Most of these data are avail-
able in two formets : electronic and analog (e.g. image).
Electronic data generally must be enhanced and filtered by
a computer and compared with limited “ground truth” data
before they can be used for resource management. Special
training is required to use such processing techniques.

Present day sensors can

1 “Sense” ground features in more detail. Latest gen-
eration, satellites now provide resolution down to 10me-
tres.

2 Provide data from which new types of information
can be generated, for example, on ocean surface tempera-
ture.

3. Provide three-dimensional data that can be used to
map topography or construct digital terrain models.

4. Collected data from the Earth’s surface through cloud
cover.

5. Improve the correlation of satellite and ground data.



even in remote areas, using Global Positioning System
(GPSs). Many t.ypes of image processing can be performed
on desk top computers.

‘GEOGRAPHIC INFORMA-
TIONSYSTEM’ (GIS) j

Geograpihic Information Systems are systems of com-
puter software and hardware for entering, storing, handling,
analyzing and displaying data that can be drawn from dif-
ferent sources, e.g. printed maps, electronic data, statistics.
Remotely sensed data can be regularly led into a GIS to
keep it up to date. A GIS can be used to interpret remote
sensing data more accurately by integrating them with data
derived from other sources and can analyze large volumes
of geographically referenced data that would be overwhelm-
ing to process manually.

A computerized GIS allows managers to perform com-
plex analyses by “overlaying” and displaying large volumes
of spatial and non-spatial data. Spatial data pinpoint the
location of features on the Earth’s surface e.g. a river, a well
or a political district. Non-spatial data describe features such
sea pH and temperature of the river at a monitoring station,
the data the well was dug or the name of the political dis-
tricts.

A GIS can be help managers perforin many routine
and complex task. For example, a GIS can be used to: -

1 Analyze spatial relationship: e.g. estimate the number
of people living within a floodplain.

2. Identify regions that meet multiple criteria : e.g. iden-
tify lands that would be suitable for specific agriculture
cropsor transportation routes that would balance the need
to minimize construction costs with the need to serve a
maximum number of people.

3 Model the impacts of policy options; e.g. Predict the
amount of erosion that would be likely to occur if an area
were to be deforested.

4. Measure and Monitor dynamic process, when used
with remote sensing data : e.g. measure crop yield, city ex-
pansion or changes in a coastline.

Potential Application of remote sensing and GIS for
Resource Management:

A LAND-USE PLANNING

1 Create and update Cartographic maps

2. Inventory of present land uses.

3. Assess suitability of different forms of land use.

4. Monitor the grovrth of cities.

5. Identify / monitor critical wildlife habitats.

6 Facilitate land-use analysis and planning for sustained
socio -economic development.

B. Mineral Exploration

1 Map rock units, Structures, lineaments, faults and
fracture patterns, intrusion.

2. Improve the accuracy of existing geological maps.

3. Optimize planning for mineral resource activities by
identifying locations showing geological features re
lated to mineral resource occurrences.

4. Simulate and analyze exploitation scenarios in view of
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environmental acceptability and economic viability.
C. Forestry
1 Identify factors causing a change in vegetation
cover.
2. Monitor and estimate forest damage, plan rehabilita-
tion / conservation.
3. Predict the value of timber.
4. Plan efficient lumber harvests.
D. Agriculture
1 Assess soil suitability for various crops.
2. Map crop pattern
3 Monitor crop health, identify pests /diseases.
4. Measure crop hectareage and forest crop yields.
5. Predict food production to optimize economic ben-
efits.
G Assess the impacts of changes in crop management
practices.
E Water Management
Estimate water supplies ;
Map flood plains ; inventory lakes and wetlands ;
Measure soil moisture ;
Assess regional water demands and supplies ;
Develop plans for more efficient use of surface and
ground - water resources
@ Determine sources of water contamination and devise
appropriate prevention mechanisms ;
F. Coastal Zone Management
1 Chart / map navigable waters
2. Monitor shoreline changes
3 Visualize patterns of land runoff
4. Inventory types and status of land cover in fragile
environments.
5. Prepare scenarios for sustainable development
G Marine and ocean resources management
1 Optimize co-ordination of shipping routes
Monitor ice sheets hampering sea transport.
Map ocean surface temperatures
Map wind fields, wave heights, wave direction and
ocean currents
5. Assess net primary productivity
6 Conduct strategic planning to mitigate sea and ocean
pollution.
H. Environmental Protection
I. Assess environmental quality
2. Assess the likely impacts of proposal land uses ; evalu-
ated land acquisation priorities for conservation
3. Model the cost of alternative environmental policy op-
tions for sustainable development.
4. Develop regional environmental regulations.
I. Natural disaster reduction
1 Prepare hazards maps
2. Determine optimal locations for disaster relief.
3. Identify populations at risk from disaster design and
implement natural disaster planning and strategies.
J. Economic planning

arwdp
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INDO-US RELATIONS

IN THE .. ST CENTURY
THE HUGE POTENTIAL IT HOLDS

It is said that ‘nothing is constant - except change’ -
indeed, change is the essence of Ufe. The present age is the
age of change. The world is changing at a tremendous pace.
Borders are being redrawn and in some places demolished,
advances in communication technology and transportation
have made the world ‘ a global village’. Nowadays, most
events in one part ofthe world have a direct effect on those
living in the other parts. The world has become inter-linked
like never before. Strategic relations are being reworked.

Relations between nations are now mostly guided by
economic consMerations. The USA has emerged as the sole
superpower in the world today. The world has become a
unpopular one. Russia is now no longer the power it once
was China is seen as one country which can challenge the
USA, but that will take time. India has miserably failed to
assert itself in the comity of nations. But now, things are
changing on this front, thanks to its newfound status as an
I.T. superpowei' and some reworking of its foreign policy.

The relations between India and the USA have improved
considerably. Various factors have contributed towards this
historic shift in Indo-US ties. The cold war has ended. The
liberalization of the Indian economy is another important
factor. India, which is now going in for second generation
reforms, offers important and luc;rative opportunities to
American companies - because oftlie huge size of its raarket
and also because of its supply of low-cost skilled labour.

One factor which has greatly contributed towards this
improvement in the relations is thei increasing influence of
the Indian community in the US. It is a highly successful,
intellectually eminent and economically successful j*roup.
Eminent intellectuals, artists, scientist’s, policy specialists
and researchers from the Indian Community interact freely
with influential Americans. They have reduced the
‘psychological and emotional distance’ between USA and
India.

The USA also sees India as being able to take on China.
China’s rapid progress in all fields is obviously a cause for
grave concern for the US foreign policy makers. China’s
growing cloutworries the US much more than anything else.
Therefore the US isalso trying to play off Indiaagainst China.

India and the US share another area of common interest
- the scourge of international terrorism. Terrorists having
their bases in Afghanistan and Pakistan have embarke:d on a
terror campaign against India and the US and also many
other countries like Russia, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan etc. All
these nations have been at the receiving end of this vicious
terror campaigns. It is here that India and the US can
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cooperate with each other. A joint working Group (JWG)
has already been set up between India and the US to combat
this menace.

But the actual reason is economic. This can be
understood by referring to some simple facts. It is estimated
that about 38% ofthe internet and e-commerce start-ups in
Silicon Valley belong to Indians. India can treble its trade
with the US from the existing $12 billion to $35 billion and
increase the inflow of investment by an equal measure (from
$2.5 billion - $10 billion) in 5 - 10 years. A key area for
cooperation is the infotech sector. From negligible amount
in 1991, the value of infotech exports to the US are now
worth half the value of total exports of traditional
merchandise. Software exports to the US., which forms only
apart ofthe total infotech exports are targeted to touch $30
billion by 2008. Another sector which holds a great potential
is entertainment. India is the world’s largest producer of
feature films; the US is the world’s largest exporter of
entertainment services. Other areas of cooperation could
be pharmaceuticals, biotechnology and other allied sectors.

But it is not as if there are no differences between the
US and India. India and the US are at loggerhead over the
issue of signing the CTBT and the NPT. Managing these
differences will be the key. India also has been leading the
developing world in resisting Western pressure to link
environmental and labour standards to trade. It has been
resisting efforts by any ofthe foreign countries, including
the US to mediate in Kashmir. There is also controversy
with regard to the US patent regime.

India has also been taking a keen interest in nuclear
disarmanent. India, and has been actively working with
leaders of Sweden, Greece, Mexico and many other countries
to promote nuclear disarmanent. India, with more than 60
countries, including the 5 permanent members ofthe security
council, signed the Paris convention which prohibits the
use and urges the elimination of chemical weapons within
15 years. But India has refused to sign the NPT and the
CTBT on the ground that the nuclear weapon states have
failed to commit themselves to the elimination ofweapons
of mass destruction.

Now that India has agreed to delicense imports by 2001
and cut customs duty to WTO levels, this issue which
gave rise to a big bilateral dispute has now been resolved.
The US has temporarily raised tBe quota for HIB visas from
65,000 to 1,15,000 a year. But still differences prevail with
regard to certain issues like what constitutes, a stronger
WTO. Indiawill be adopting a new patent regime by 2005.
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1 Identify optimal sites for human settlements, hospitals,
commercial enterprises, water disposal system.

2. ldentify optimal locations for communications net-
works, power lines, water pipes and sewer systems.

3. Plan transportation routes.

4. ldentify and correlate spatial patterns in health and
diseases with chemical element distribution and pol-
lutants.

K. Preservation of heritage

1 Facilitate the cultural location of archaeological
sites.

Satellite Remote Sensing is widely acceptable as sci-
entific and cost effective technology of getting informa-
tion. The most important advantage of the Satellite Re-
mote sensing is repetitive coverage at a regular interval
and up-to-date sympotic view. This technique is most suit-
able for monitoring and to study spatio-temporal changes
of the surficial features. The advantage of this most pow-
erful technique have attracted scholars from different
branches including geographers for academic and non-
academic use.

With increased possibilities of connecting geography
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But, the US still complains ofpoor enforcement.

The USA played an important role inresolving the Kargil
conflict. After Kargil and Kandahar, India has begun to be
seen by the US as the victim and Pakistan as the aggressor.
It has begun to see India and Pakistan as different. Pakistan
also supports the Taliban regime in Afghanistan - and the
Taliban has been giving shelter to Osama Bin Laden, the
dreaded terrorist implicated by the US in the bombing of its
embassies in Kenya and Tanzania which killed scores of
people. Pakistan is increasingly being seen as a failed state
and more so, its steadily improving relations with China is a
cause of concern for the US.

The scope forthe improvement of Indo-US ties is indeed
very vast. India and the US are the two largest democracies
in the world. Both these countries can do a lot in containing
the dangers ofthe nuclear age. The USA is already a highly
developed country. India is a developing one. India can
benefit from US expertise in many fields. Inthe fight against
international terrorism also, India and the US can go a long
way together. It is to be noted here that India gets less than
1 per cent of the total foreign direct investment by the US.
So, it is time that both India and the US get past their
differences and embark on a new journey which will be highly
beneficial for both.

Tre Qritutr saSLdt oftre Cpatnart of Hioy,

and development and with the continuing evolution of geo-
matics based information technology over the last two dec-
ades. Spatial or geographic information is increasingly be-
ing used for strategic decision making in all aspects of earth
resources assessment, management, and monitoring. In fact
, such information technologies are of importance to envi-
ronmental and natural resources information management
in all developing countries.
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MEDICAL MARVELS IN THE NEW MILLENNIUM

Jahnabee Dutta

“ You see things and you say why?’ but,
I dream things that never were and | say
‘Why not” ?

It is no wonder that a stalwart like G.B. Shaw seems
strangely correct when he says that while the common man
reasons the obvious and the possible, he reasons the
inobvious and the likely impossible. Infect, Shaw’s words
seemingly affect the scientific temperament, in all its wide
dimensions ; including Medical Science - which has been
familiar to mankind, from the days of Hippocrates to the
present era.

As we approach the new millennium, the future seems
bright and promising. Spectacular progress in diagnosis,, in
preventive medicine, and in treatment, both medical and
surgical is around the comer. The dramatic surge in the field
of molecular biology and research by immunologists and
geneticists will ultimately succeed in controlling many more
disease. Rapid and breath-taking advancement in research
and development will open up new vistas in the field of
modem medicine, for the benefit of mankind.

The following are a few of the mind - boggling possibili-
ties, which, in the distant future may turn out to be the ‘Mil-
lennium Marvels’ in Medical Science :

(i) Proto-life : Man would “create” life in laboratories
from inorganic matter, by simulating the fea tures of the
early earth’s environment, which made the formation of life
possible. Scientists have already produced very complex
organic stmctures which display many of the important quali-
ties of life viz. Proto life. If life began naturally, then that
process is excepted to be reproducible with modern tech-
nology.

(i) Nano - Technology ; This emerging science promiises
to build micro - miniaturized “machine” small enough to be
injected into the blood stream. These tiny robots would then
replicate and fol low a present program to repair all kinds of
cell damage. Carbon atom structures called “fullenenes” with
potential ability to deliver specific elements to a molecular
site for a specific purpose ((e.g. provide molecular oxygen
to a cancer cell are already in an advanced stage of develop-
ment.

(iii) Cyronics ; Researches would find a way to stop ajid
even reverse the ageing process. Afteir legal death, as soon
as possible, the human body is cooled to a temperature where
physical decay stops. When future medical technology al-
lows, these person would be received sind awaken to youth-
ful and healthy new lives.

(iv) Cyborgism : This involves the replacement, augmen-
tation and integration of parts of the human body with ma-
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chines. From wooden leg and false teeth to prosthetic de-
vices and mechanical heart valves:, cyborgism would evolve
to manage parts of the peripheral nervous system, auto-
nomic nervous system and the neuroendrocrine system
through bionic arms, bio-chemical pumps, etc. The ultimate
control of the central nervous systems is env.isaged to-
wards complete cybrog, i.e. merger of the naturall'y evolved
conscious brain with machine intelligence.

(v) Eugenics : Genetic mapping would enable discov-
ery of the information and coding responsible for the de-
cline of the body’s immune system and the inevitable pro-
gression of the genetically programmed “biologic- clock”.
The primary focus of medicine would shift to rep rogram-
ming the body’s immune system to become invulneirable to
a full range of age related chronic diseases such as cardiac
cancer, alzheiner’s arthritis, etc. It would also enab le cus-
tom designed human beings.

(vi) Cloning : It is the design and production of new life
forms through genetic manipulation. Human Cloning could
result in a reduction of the available gene-pool and de-
crease nature’s diversity of life. Genetic photocopyiing is
fraught with a host of ethical and biological implications.
The potential hazards of a “matter- race” may not be a mere
fantasy, but a real life possibility.

Infact, the line of demarcation between the poss ibie
obvious and the probably possible inobvious, at least now,
seems vague. Relentless research is being conducted on a
global basis to make the world, a better place to live in
Medicine may not be the ultimate panacea to all the world ly
- pain, sorrow and misery; but rest assured, it can at be st
positively promise of a bright “health - culture”. This dof-s
not mean that the common man need be carried away by
such “sugar-coated” words of promise ; but at the sam e
time it also cannot be denied that - man yearns to live , not
only through bread and butter, but also in good health. Noit
only “good health” ; somewhere in the inner core of his
heart man nurses a somewhat keen desire to obtain the
elixir of life, if “possible”If one acknowledeges (even if not
agree) with the aforesaid, it does not seems to be an exag-
geration, when it is said that -

‘Formerly when Religion was strong and Science weak:,
man mistook magic for Medicine ; and now, when Scienc:e
is Strong and Religion weak, m<m mistake Medicine for
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ELEHENTS OF BIO-DIVERSITY

Bio-diversity means variation and abundance of species
and their habits. According to the World Resources Institute
"biodiversity" is the variety of the world's organisms,
including their genetic diversity and the assemblage they
form. It is the blanket term for natural biological wealth that
undergirds human life and well being. The breadth of the
concept reflects the interrelatedness of genes species and
ecosystems. Because genes are the components of species
and species are the components of ecosystems, altering the
make-up of any level of this hierarchy can change the others
- species are central to the concept of bio-diversity.

Total species estimates for earth vary from 3 to 30 million.
But only less than 2 million of these species have been
identified and described. India’s rich biological diversity - its
immense range of ecosystems (forest, wetlands, grasslands,
deserts, marine areas, coral reefs etc.), species (some 1.3 lakh
recorded, many more not yet discovered) and genetic forms
(50,000 varieties of rice alone) - is by virtue of its tropical
location, climate and physical features. India’s bio-
geographical composition is unique as it combines living
forms from three major bio-geographical realms, namely, the
Indo-Malayan, the Agro-Tropical, and the Eurasian.

So far 15,000 species of flowering plants, 67,000 species of
insects, 4000 species of molluscs, 6,500 species of other
invertebrates, 2000 species of fishes, 1200 species of birds, 420
reptiles, 340 species of mammals and 140 species of
amphibians have been identified. India is designated as one of
the 12 mega-diversity states in the world. Of the 12 bio-
diversity places of the world facing massive threat of flora and
fauna. India has two within its boundaries viz, North-Eastern
region and the Western Ghats. There is currently an enormous
amount of general concern over the threat to biological
diversity. Extinction of species may be natural or man made.
However the cause of concern is the rate at which species are
becoming extinct today, due to human interference.

Causes For Loss of Bio-diversity :

Degradation and destruction of habits due to colonisation
and clearing of forest-areas for settlement or agricultural
expansion, commercial expansion, hydel schemes, fire,
human and livestock pressure etc.

Hunting and over exploitation, mainly for commercial (and
often illegal) purposes.

Introduction of exotic species accidentally or deliberately
- that threaten native flora and fauna directly by predation or
by competition and also indirectly by altering the natural
habitat or introducing diseases.

Pollution and poisoning stress on ecosystem.

Due to global warming - suitable climate for given species
is changed putting pressure on species with regard to their
adaptability thus; making them vulnerable to extinction.

Improper use of agro - chemicals and pesticides, increase
in human population, inequitable land distribution and
economic and political policies and constraints.

Conservation of Bio-diversity:

The loss of bio-diversity is not only a - tragedy but also
a great social, economic and cultural one. The genetic wealth
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encoded in this diversity, hardly tapped as yet, is also our
insurance against agricultural disaster and crippling
diseases. And we all depend on the ecosystem services
provided by a biologically rich nature, including water and
fresh air. Without biological diversity we would perish.

Efforts have been initiated to save bio-diversity both by
ex-situ and in-situ conservation. In-situ conservation means
conservation of species in its natural ecosystem or even in
man made ecosystems. This type of conservation applies
only to wild flora and fauna and not to the domesticated
animals and plants, because conservation is possible by
protection of population in nature. This is being done by
declaring the area as “Protected area” (e.g. National parks,
sanctuaries, nature reserves, natural moments, biosphere
reserves etc.) with emphasis either to save the entire area or
an endangered species. According to IUCN (an World
Conservation Union) protected area is defined as “An area
of land and / or sea specially dedicated to the protection and
maintenance of biological diversity and of natural and
associated cultural resources and managed through legal or
other effective means.”

At the international level, Conventions such as Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands (1981), World Heritage convention
and the recent Biological Diversity Treaty (1992) are of much
significane to accelerate conservation. Under the Ramsar
Convention six internationally significant wetlands of India
have been declared as Ramsar sites. These are Harike
(Punjab), Keoladeo (Rajasthan), Chilka (Orissa), Wullar (J &
K), Loktak (Manipur) and Sambhar (Rajasthan). Under World
Heritage Convention, five natural sites in India have been
declared as World Heritage sites. These are Kaziranga
National Park (Assam), Manas Wild Life Sanctuary (Assam),
Sunderbans National Park (W. B), Nanda Devi National Park
(U.P.) and Keoladeo National Park (Rajasthan).

Ex - situ conservation means conservation of species
(sample of genetic diversity), particularly of endangered
species, away from their natural habitat. It is done through
establishment of ‘gene banks’ which include genetic resource
centers, zoos, botanical gardens, culture collection etc.

Bio-diversity Treaty:

The Bio-diversity treaty signed by 171 countries including
Indiaat the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) in June 1992
came into effect in December 1993. Some of the salient
features, whose importance the treaty recognizes, are :

Intrinsic value of biological diversity.

Sovereign right of status over their biological resources.

Desirability of sharing equitably the benefits arising from
the use of traditional skills, innovations and practices.

Facilitation of access to genetic resources on mutually
agreed terms and with prior informed consent of the country
providing these, with commitment on the recipient country to
share in the benefits of utilising the resource thus provided.

Transfer of relevant technologies, including
biotechnology, on fair and most favorable terms, from the
developed to the developing nations, who are the main
providers of genetic resources.



BLUEPRINT FOR A NEW INDIA

The general impression from outside to India or to a new
comer seems to be that our countiy is in a state of continual
crisis of confidence, of public relations, of production, of
labour, of prices etc. It is difficult to find anyone who is
completely contented.

Perhaps it is best so, as contentment means the death of
progress. On the other hand, if discontentment is not re-
moved within a reasonable period, it leads to frustration and
physical, mental or spiritual breakdown. Even those who are
not discontented in India usually commence with a remark
“though all is not well, things >vill improve and India will
somehow pull through; this crisis which we are going
through is result of the growth of a nation “.

During the last few months, | have been travelling and
meeting people from all walks and ranks of life. Through
continual analysis and questioning, the following causes of
discontentment have been noticed-

(1) High prices and low salaries and wages; (2) lack of
civic sense; (3) a wooden and unresponsive bureaucracy,
quite often corrupt and slow moving; (4) Self-seeking poli-
ticians concerned only with their own position, rather than
the benefit of the countiy; (5) low production; (6) bad qual-
ity of production, lack of good tools, and insufficiency of
raw materials; (7) too many regulations which kill enterprise
and prevent goodwill; (8) adulteration of food; (9) too much
reliance on other people to do the required things, specially
expecting the government and its organisation to do every-
thing and not participating in the work necessary to keep a
nation in trim; (10) high taxation; (11) irrational traditions
and un progressive attitudes; (12) fissiparous tendencies in
the country leading to its disintegration; ( 13) lack of under-
standing of the true spirit of religion and consequent dis-
harmony; ( 14) lack of housing accommodation, bad roads,
disregard of public comfort by local and central authorities;
( 15) lack of true democratic spirit and a big gap between
those in authority and the public; ( 16) lack of private and
public conscience; (17) vacillation in making decisions which
affect the safety of the state and its welfare; (18) low profes-
sional ethics and extreme preoccupation with advancement
of selfish purposes; (19) unsound educational institutions;
(20) reorientation required in our foreign policy which has
won us no real friends; (21) A fear psychosis of terrorism
and insurgency. Quite a number of other causes of discon-
tent are pointed out, but it is difficult to catalogue all the
minor complaints.

The fact that those complaints are made does not neces-
sarily mean that there is any substance in them. They may
be justified or not, but they have to be investigated. Also it
is good to know the symptoms of a patient’s malady before
one proceeds to diagnose the exact trouble and prescribe
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the remedy. Quite often, symptoms are imaginary and the
patient is merely a hypochondriac, feeling that he is suffer-
ing from a number of aches and pains. These may be merely
illusory, yet when we plan out the remedy, they have to be
taken into account.

My personal feeling is that India has an inherent vital-
ity arising out of its deep roots far back in history and out
of experience gained as a result of a variety of changing
circumstances which necessitated continual adaptation in
order to lead a congenial life; and I believe that the present
ills have arisen owing to our lack of experience in running
an independent country after having been subjected to for-
eign domination for hundreds of years. It is only now that
the people of India are beginning to assert their rights for a
happy life in an independent India. The trouble has arisen
because it is sometimes not realised that to achieve a happy
life as desired, one has to take action all along the line and
there must be clarity of thought and of purpose in the minds
of the people and those who seek to lead them. We have to
act and re-orient our ideas and our pursuits to achieve the
India of our dreams.

The sine qua non of this is combined action by at least
nine million of our population, who should be clear in their
minds as to the type of India that we have to work for and
who can think together and work together and believe to-
gether in certain ideals and create a forum of public opin-
ion, which would influence in setting up the right type of
leadership in all spheres of activity in our country- eco-
nomic, political, social, cultural etc. The forum would not be
for electioneering and would not put up any candidate as
such for various electoral bodies. It will, however, not de-
bar anyone from standing as candidate for any such bodies
independently or through any party which subscribes to
the ideas behind the Blue Print of New India, viz., the ideas
and ideals emanating as a result of concentrated thought
and experience from day to day by this forum of public
opinion . The growth of the forum will have to be concen-
tric, starting with a group of about 50 from various parts of
the country, sitting down together to consider main out-
lines of the blue print. A more concrete manifesto could be
prepared by the next group of 5000. Thereafter these 5,000
group leaders could collect others of similar thinking by
putting across their ideas concretely to them. Within a year
and a half, the group should have a membership of five
million people” with a nominal subscription of one rupee
per year and with a pledge at least to devote half an hour a
day, or more if one can afford, to the furtherance of the
ideas, ideals and activities which could lead to a New India
where every person feels happy to be an Indian and where
most of tVie symptoms of the diseases that is in an epidemic



form in India and whose symptoms have been outlined
above, could disappear.

The New India should be a prosperous country with
ideals which are realisable and attitudes of mind which, while
appreciating the traditions and are conductive to tranquil-
lity and peace of mind and prosperity, would discard deca-
dent traditions, which are based on superstitions and irra-
tional attitudes. The ideals are well set out in the preamble
to our Constitution.

In the final analysis, the process of socio-economic en-
gineering and planned development will have to be decen-
tralised and debureaucratised. A wider distribution of power,
a responsive local administration, all round accountability,
a decentralised system of resource mobilisation and devel-
opment initiatives, will not only ensure faster economic
growth, but also greater stability and a stronger union.

India needs a down-to-earth response to problems to
get out of the present chaotic situation. For the formulation
of a new charter for the future a separate full-length volume
is needed. But basic expectations of the people can be Enu-
merated. These are: (I) Corruption-free system, (2) Political
reforms, (3) Openly wasteful public expenditure does not
inspire the taxpayers’ confidence i.e. to cure the current
loot mentality, (4) To raise normal standards in public life
and ensure institutional credibility, (5) The entire gamut of
reservation has to be viewed afresh, (6) A democratic gov-
ernment is expected to be constantly responsive to public
opinion, (7) Simplification of procedures in bureaucratic levels
to stop the breeding grounds of corruption, (8 There is
need for further strengthening and rationalisation of all In-
dia services- the entire administrative machinery has to be
modernised rather than westernised and recognised on ra-
tional lines without its colonial hangover, (9) Growth wjth
social justice— help the poor to help the economy. The
luxuries of rockets, weaponry and five star extravaganzas
cannot coexist with slums and, inhuman living conditions,
(10) Decentralisation is a must for sound growth, (1) A more
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rational educational policy- a massive drive to fight illit-
eracy, (12) The Independence of the judiciary must be pre-
served and strengthened- The current tendency to make
judges pawns in the hands of politicians must be checked.
Any talk of committed judiciary is dangerous. Committed to
whom and for what? The judiciary commitment can only be
for fair, cheaper and speedier justice. Justice delayed is jus-
tice denied. Judicial reforms to speed up the process and
quality of justice are long overdue.

If even after 50 years of Independence our moral fibre is
totally benumbed and most of us have completely lost our
sense of duty, then we should cease beguiling ourselves
and other with the opiate that Free India is bending all its
energies towards Janakalyan and rashtranirman- into creat-
ing a more equitable and nobler social order and building up
a strong and prosperous India.

Our main hope lies in our past experience. History teaches
us that a grave crisis is often a precursor to the birth era new
order. Free India must prevent the suicidal solution of a
violent revolution to solve its man-made miseries. For this
all patriots wedded to democratic and moral values, must
urgently weld themselves together and give a positive lead
to the people by launching a nation-wide non-violent mass
movement.

This is true socialism, which leads to prosperity all
rounds and guarantees and equality of opportunity, as out-
lined above. This is the type of socialism that India needs,
as contrasted to the socialism of bureaucracy which en-
tirely controls all important economic activities in the State,
or the type of socialism which artificially divides people
into warring factions and attains its ends through violence
and aims at controlling every activity of the individual and
in the process ends in destroying the individual human per-
sonality completely and totally. And that is how a BLUE
PRINT of India can be!

Dr. Hazarika is a Lecturer, Department of Zoology,



MY DAYS AS A TEACHR (- GOTTON CULEE

After passing B. Sc. In 1947, | left Cotton College and
went to Calcutta for my M. Sc. And directly from Calcutta, |
joined Dibrugarh Kanoi College as a Professor of Physics.
Serving Kanoi College for few years | came back to Cotton
College in 1954 as a lecturer of Physics. Being away from
Cotton College for about seven years from 1947 to 1954,
then | became a part and parcel of the college till 1984, the
year of my retirement from the Govt. Service in the Cotton
College on superannuating.

Before joining Cotton College, | gathered a lot of teach-
ing experience as a teacher in the Kanoi College. In the very
beginning of my joining Kanoi College as a teacher two
considerations were uppermost in my mind. My aim was
only to become a successful teacher and never to go for any
other executive or professional services. So the first consid-
eration was to come to the class well prepared of the lecture
| was going to deliver before the students and | should
never fumble in the class. The fumbling of the teacher in the
class gives rise to lot of hulkibaloo in the class and the
teacher losses his credibility and confidence of the students
and his teaching becomes completely ineffective. So I used
to read thoroughly at home evei-y details of the lesson | was
going to teach in the class and for the purpose | used to
consult a number of text-books written by different authors.
| received these books as complementary copies from the
Publishers and few books written by foreign authors I pur-
chased as my personal copies. The very idea was, some
intelligent students might have learnt more extra details of
the topic from their intelligent guardians or private tutors
and might ask me questions to learn some extra details or
might try to embarrass me in the class. My second consid-
eration was not to carry any text-book to class room and my
lecture should be purely extempore. 1 did not like to carry
any slips of paper containing teaching points t(%the class
room so as to consult it during my lecture. This practice was
followed by some of my own teachers while we were in Cot-
ton College. Our jokeful comment on such a teacher was
‘perhaps sir had a habit of carrying slips of paper to his
examination hall while he was a student to adopt unfair
means. In fact one of our celebrated teacher had the habit of
hiding the slip of paper inside his palm and consult it below
the top of the desk in front of him in complete annoyance of
us all. So | was determined not to carry any piece of paper
with teaching points noted in it to the class room. | found
from my own experience that after a few year or so | became
so thorough with the subject matter of my text book that
there was absolutely no necessity for me to read the book at
home in order to deliver an extempore lecture in the class. In
teaching 1. Sc. / Higher Secondary I P. U. courses, there was
no necessity for me 19 prepai'e the lecture at home. Every-
thing was through and through in my mind. For B. Sc. (Pass
and Honours) and M. Sc. Course | had to consult my lecture
note, specially the mathematical steps daily at home so that
JoouSd write out the Mathematical deductions (sometimes
long and difficult) on the class room black board extempore
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and without any hesitation. When M.Sc. course in physics
was opened in the cotton College in 1969,1 was in-charge of
intending books for the Department of Physics and 1or-
dered for and purchased through the Cotton College Li-
brary, quite a good number of Modem M. Sc. Level books.
To take M. Sc. Class 1had to face another major difficulty.
The subject matter included in our M. Sc. Syllabus in 1948 -
49 were almost all including in the B. Sc. Honours syllabus
of 1969 due to gradual change of syllabus made by the
University from time to time. The M. Sc. Syllabus of 1969
was consequentl)' raised to a great extent by inclusion of
many new higher level topics which were earlier in the Re-
search level. So | had to make an extensive study afresh of
those higher level topics which | never read earlier.

As a teacher of Physics in the Cotton College 1 had
another very important consideration. This arose due to a
small incident, which occurred on the very third month of
my joining the Cotton College. In those days Gowvt, was
very alert on knowing the performance of the teachers of
Cotton College and taking steps for correcting them if some
body was found to be at fault. For the purpose, the Head of
the Department used to write Confidential Report of each of
the teachers of his department and submit these to the Prin-
cipal. The Principal scrutinised these and send those re-
ports containing some adverse remarks to the D.P.l. if he
became satisfied that the report was not based on any per-
sonal malice of the Head of the Department towards the
teacher concerned. The D.P.l. then send the adverse por-
tion of the report to the teacher in a double sealed envelope.
One day in the month of January | received such a double
sealed registered letter from the D. P. 1. On opening | found
the contents of the letter to be Confidential Report

———————— he is yet to impress with zeal---------

The report was written by Prof U. K. Dutta who was the
Head of the Department and forwarded to the D. P. 1 In the
month of January by the same Prof U. K. Dutta who then
became the Principal ofthe College. Since | was a student of
the Cotton College Prof. Shyam Babu was my ideal and
joining Cotton College as a teacher, 1used to sit by his side
in the Professor’s Common Room and for any matter per-
sonal or teaching the students I always sought his advice.
50 I showed the double sealed letter to him and expressed
my uneasiness on receipt of the letter. He advised me not to
be worried about the letter and told me that he knew from
Upen Babu (Prof U. K. Dutta) the contents of my confiden-
tial report and since | joined the department in September
and report was written in December, he could not judge my
performance within such a short time. So his remark was * -
- -heisyetto impress.......... > and there was nothing wrong
on it. 1was satisfied but that incident gave me a major turn
in my attitude towards teaching . My daily routine work in
the department was two theoretical periods and one practi-
cal period containing two periods i.e., four periods out of 9
periods in a day. | had 5 off periods in a day and initially |
found no work in the department. So instead of sitting in the



department | left for home as soon as my day’s routine work
was over. Within a few days of my joining the department |
observed that my ideal Sir Prof Shyam Babu arrives in the
department at 9 A. M. in the morning and leaves the depart-
ment at 5 P. M. in the afternoon being the last of all other
members of the staff leaving the Department. This schedule
of his punctualily in arriving and leaving the department did
not depend on his allotted routine work. He prepared list of
books and list of instruments required for the department,
typed out the letters asking for quotations from different
firms in the name of the Principal, on receipt of the quota-
tions he selected the items to be purchased with competitive
price and quality. He then typed out the orders for selected
items, he tested the working conditions of the instruments
sent and passed the bills for payment. Initially he did all these
work all alone. Myself and Prof B. K. Barua volunteered to
help him in these works and within a year or two we relieved
him partly from this work by typing out all the correspond-
ences and helping him in testing the new arrivals. So I found
much work in the department during my off periods. We al-
ways worked under the guidance and advice of Prof Shyam
Babu. After that incident of confidential report I followed
Shyam Babu and began to stay in the department from 9 or 10
AM. to 5 P.M. in the afternoon.

1 had also other reasons for long stay in the department.
Firstly, most of the rank holders in the Matriculation Exami-
nation join I. Sc. Class in the Cotton College. So we consid-
ered only those rank holders as the best students in the
class. Other students although securing more than 80% marks
but not rank holders, many in numbers can not draw our
special attraction and remain in the second categoiy of the
good students. But they themselves knew that they were
also best students of some schools expecting a position in
the final examination. Unfortunately they missed. These stu-
dents faced some difficulties in the class. When they fail to
follow certain portion of my lecture they can not stand up
and ask me questions for further clarifications. This goes
against their self prestige before the other similarly good
students. They preferred to meet me during their off periods
outside their class room. Their off periods may be anywhere
within the class routine and | kept myself available to them
at any time during the college hours.

Secondly, 1had a habit of showing demonstration ex-
periments in the class during my lecture for which a long
experienced bearer Bangshi used to help me. During my off-
period when the class room gallery remained free, Bongshi
carried the equipments, arranged them on the big table and
1 performed all the required demonstration experiments on
the table for a ftill proof show of the same before the stu-
dents in the class room. By the influence of Prof Shyam
Babu, | was interested in the Physical optics part of the
honours course of Physics. For the purpose of demonstra-
tion before the students. | bought two very sophisticated
instruments, Michelon’s interferrometer and Frabry Perrot
interferrometer. It is always tiresome and time consuming to
adjust these brand new instruments for perfect alignment
and display the various shapes of fringes produced. | had to
work continuously for more than a week to obtain these
fringes. The Honours students were allowed to work in the

laboratory at any time during the working hours and they
used to come to me to help them adjusting the optics in-
struments at any time and | was also interested in working
with them. In fact, there was a great pleasure in meeting
fresh intelligent students every year, trying to understand
their sincerity and anxiety for learning and also acquiring a
very cordial social relationship with them. My relationship
with my students was so cordial that even today if 1 meet
some of my old students who are also retired from some top
executive posts, they very politely converse with me, in-
quiring about my health and spirit andalso my present ac-
tivities. These conversations give me immense mental hap-
piness and | egarly look forward to meet more and more of
my old students to revive my memories of those by gone
days and my one-ness with them.

I was very particular in attending my classes and | do
not remember to avail any casual leave except on very spe-
cial occasion. The students also knew this. Trouble arose
in rainy season. When it was raining heavily in the morning
time, although many students would fail to come to the
college, few students will definitely come to the college
because they do not want to miss Goswami Sir’s class and
they were sure Goswami Sir would not miss the class. On
the other hand, my consideration was such that although I
was sure most of the students would fail to come to the
college due to that heavy down pour and there would be
no point of taking the class with very few students, 1 must
arrive at the college in time because few students would
brave the rain and would come to the college to attend
Goswami Sir’s class. 1 did not want to disappoint them and
pour cold water on their heads. On those occasions, we
used to sit in the class rooms and discuss some previous
important topics in way of recapitulation.

Teaching and evaluation are complementary to each
other and form the basis of the teaching and learning proc-
ess. A teacher can not know the impact of his teaching on
the students unless he examine them on the specified learn-
ing points. So the examinations are held periodically so
that the effectiveness of his teaching and the sincerity and
the ability of the students could be judged. In science sub-
jects such periodical examinations are not possible to judge
and take corrective measures for improving the experimen-
tal skill of the students due to necessity of long time and
heavy expenditure on laboratory materials. So in the practi-
cal class itself we, instead of being glued to the chair for
two periods, moved about to meet each and every student
individually to guide them to perform their experiments cor-
rectly. In this method some students, few in number, takes
this opportunity to meet his teacher by his side and tried to
clear some of his confusions in the theoretical class. | did
not hesitate to help them on such occasions. Interestingly
enough, | occasionally met students on the streets and
market area, trying to discuss his class-room deficiencies
but I never encouraged such things and refiised them with
a smile. Perhaps these students assumed that their teacher
is a teacher in the class room, in the college compound, on
the streets, on the market area and everywhere whenever
they happened to meet him.

Te
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An interesting discussion was in progress among a
group of lively young girls while the topic of discussion,
Meghna was sitting quitely, on her bed embracing a pillow.

“ 1 wonder if she would ever have a steady relationsliip
in her life.” said Priya trying to sound concerned.

“Yeah, she is so beautiful, feminine and a stable loving
relationship, the same foolish correlation, Meghna thought.

“What?! Meghna has broken off with her boyfriend?"
This time again? exclaimed another, while coming to join the
group.

Meghna didn’t ever mind her friends talking about her,
infact she was least interested in what others thought about
her. And she never felt the need to justify her actions. She
had got used to these things. After all it was not for the first
time that they were discussing her.

Lost in her own world she sat still, when someone called
her.

M anali Baruah

“Oh! Kaveri, what’s the matter ?"

“ Hey! It’s tea time; the bell has rang. Come lets’s go.”

“l don’t fell like.”"

Kaveri understood and left Meghna to herself

Meghna rose from the bed and went to the balcony. She
gazed..... the hills afar covered with grey mists; the ap-
proaching twilight; the air was filled with the fragrance of
“Rajanigandha” and incense. Some religious dweller was
offering her evening puja - probably pleasing lord shiva or
Goddess Sarwaswati. Suddenly she sensed the smell of
“pakoras”. That means Ramcharan has arrived, out side
their hostel premises, to sell his crisp hot ‘pakoras’ and lip
smacking “chanachur”. The long winter evenings would he
perhaps dull without his stuff.

Meghna’s wandering thoughts took her to the earlier
part of the day when, her ‘beloved’ left her.

Meghna was waiting for him outside Nehru Park, He
came late. They were silent for a long time. Unlike the other



days she was not angiy with him for being late. Meghna
noticed, he was not his usual jovial self, he looked dis-
turbed.

“Meghna”, he spoke, the word was followed by a deep
sigh, and then he continued “I feel soniething going wrong
in our relationship. You seem to have grown a cocoon around
yourself........... I have failed to understand you. The more 1
try to be near you, the further you push me away.

There was total silence on Meghna’s part.

“1don’t know how to please you, when | praise, you say
I am flattering, when | keep quite, you accuse me of being
indifferent and when I tiy to love you, you call me amorous.
But now everything is clear and the fact is that you simply
don’t care for me ”

And then he left, and forever. Meghna knew he was
right, but somehow she couldn’t help but to behave in the
same way over and again.

Few months went by and Meghna was seen searching
for real-life Heathchiffs and Rochesters.

One day Meghna’s friends saw her smiling and hum-
ming “My heart will go on.....”

They were curious to know and so approached her

“Finally got hold of some one?”

“Don’t say like that. | love him.” Said Meghna. “ Falling
in love and then without love. I wonder why don’t you get
drowned in love. Any way, who is this unfortunate again?’

“You not necessarily need to know his name.”

“But it is not his fault; you are so cajptivating that any-
one could fall in love with you.”

He doesn’t love me for being beautifbl” she defended.

“Then this must be the platonic romance you yeam for?”

said one strictly.

“1may do whatever 1 feel, you need not bum your brains
for my matters.” Meghna retorted. j

To everyone’s surprise Meghna was' carrying off well
with her newfound love and that too for ginte long. “Meghna
is blessed this time” they thought. But the “doomsday”
was to arrive sooner or later. She after returning from col-
lege went to her room, threw herself on the bed and started
crying aloud. Kaveri came to her rescue.

“What happened, dear ?”

“Oh no! | failed again, failed to fmd true love.” “Butyou
said....cnee he is different.”

“I thought he loved me, my self, sans my beauty, but see
this.” She forwarded a piece of paper-cutting towards Kaveri.
She read it and her face lit up with the revelation of the poet.
No one could probably describe his beloved’s beauty bet-
ter.

“Who do you think wrote this poem?” Meghna asked

“Who?”

“Partha.”

“You are damn lucky. Now this should make you love
him more.”

“No, | an already ceasing to ...” Meghna firmly replied.

“But - but why?” Kaveri nearly pleaded.

“ Because now, | am convinced that he too loved me for
my beauty. | do not want any part of my physical being to
be described in the form of inanimate objects — hair like
clouds of monsoon, eyes with the blue of the lake water,
voice like that of a nightingal.............. and what not ? Tell
me, what do 1 call as my own?”

“But the reason you give is no reason at all. 1 am feeling
really sorry for you. Love is beauty, Meghna, beauty in any
form and it is a fact.”

“What happens when beauty fades ? then all love is
lost, is it not ?"

"It is a part of it. Nothing continues forever”

“But I’ll go on searching.”

“| fear, your search will never end.”

And that was the end of their conversation.

By now, all of you must be wondering how she could
continue her relationship with the young man for so long.
The reason was that, he was self-controlled in his declara-
tions of love, without the emotional outbursts charactens-
tic of youth. When he finally let out his feeling, it brought
him misfortune. Like his other comterparls this poor fellow,
too, could not make out what offended his beloved.

Meghna strongly believed that Men loved women for
their beauty, their body Many a times a women realise this
in her life. Most of them refuse to believe it because they
want to be loved for their individuality that they always
would be when youth wanes. Meghna often wondered at
the strange nature of womankind - why even against their
wishes they present themselves in the light that men want
to see them - probably because of the fierce cravmg for love
that is always in a woman’s heart, which is seldom satisfied.

Now, Meghna’s heart did not really break, because she
had never felt the intense sorrow that separation can give.
Not even for once she had given herself to someone, loved
someone with the depth which she expected for herself .
Love was too precious to her It resided in her mind and she
refused to let it descend to her heart. Her courtship’s were
only experiments through which she hoped to prove her
illusions.

Even after many years, Meghna would perhaps be still
chasing her dreams and one would see her, being wasted
away for no reason at all.

TreCGriilutaisalirdyr BA Suats



I'tried hard to concentrate on my book, but my efforts
yielded no fruit., Closing the booic, | stood up, pushed the
chair back to its place and then went out to the verandah.
The sun shining bright seemed to bum away the blueness
of the sky, saucing it with enveloping redness. | have seen
the sky everyday but today, it seemed that | really noticed it.
It seemed so vast...

'Hey Aparna ! What’s the matter with you ? You look so
disturbed today. Tell me dear, what has gone wrong. Or is it
that you have got a letter from some guy ?" my room-mate,
Suman teased me in her usual jolly manner. | was so en-
gro.ssed in my thoughts that I didn’t even notice her coming
and standing beside me. Only when she touched me lightly
on my shoulder and talked to me, | became fiware of her
existence.

She was still looking at me enquiringly. | smiled strenu-
ously and told her. “No, no, it’s nothing of that sort. Don’t
you worry, no guys.... no letters and nothing like that. The
real thing is that | am feeling a bit home sick.”
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Ankurita Pathak

“You’re still a baby; home; family and nothing else to
think about. Try to grow up yaar ! But, thanks to God that
its nothing serious like the expression of your face had
showed. Stop thinking about home now. Puja vacation is
nearing and you can run home straight, humming a song
merrily, Suman went towards the bathroom with her bucket
and towel.

Though I said so to Suman, it was not true. Infact, | was
really very disturbed. There was something, which kept
haunting my thoughts. Can 1share it with anyone else? It is
the memory ofthat incident that is still flickering in my mind.

“Apama, did you see the film on DD 1yesterday ?”, my
friend Ritu asked me on the way to N-building after the Po-
litical Science class was over in the main building.

“No, | didn’t. The TV in the hostel is out of order and
what about you ?”

Ritu said, “Is it a question to ask ? How do you think |
can ever take the chance to miss Shahruk’s film? Really, isn’+
he damn good looking, smart and above all, a wonderful



personality?”

Before commenting on her question, the lace of my san-
dals snapped into two.

“O my god! What am 1to do now. Dammit! Wai it to
happen now. Once again, its late for M.B. ma’am class.”

“Come on relax - just drag on your feet a little further on
and there’s the ‘Muchi’ (cobbler), Ritu encouraged me.
Somehow, | was able to reach the pavement where they had
their ‘establishment’. There was a small boy who was about
12 years old who sat with his necessary equipments. He
was polishing a pair of shoes. *“ Bhaiti, please mend my
sandals and do hurry up, | have to reach my classes. “
Please wait for a moment didi. Let me finish this at first.” the
boy said politely. He finished his work and gave the pair to
the man who was standing nearby. The man handed over a
50 paisa coin in his hands. The boy asked for two rupees.
But, the man kejrt haggling over the price and finally went
away without giving any more. Instead, he went grumbling
against the boy’s work.

The boy made no complain. He shrugged and took my
sandals and began to sew it. His small hands managed the
work so well that | couldn’t help admiring him. Hi$ hands
worked deftly upon the sandals and finished the work in no
time. | handed over a five-rupee note to him and turned
back to go to my class-joom. But, the boy called me back
and returned me two rupees. | took the money and hurriedly
went towards the N - Building. | was able to reach my class
in time. The class was over and as it was the last class, |
walked back towards the hostel. On the way, as | was talk-
ing with my friends, suddenly my eyes fell on the boy who
had mended my shoes. He had a book in his hands and was
quite absorbed in it. Without being aware, my steps were
directed towards him. My fi-iend, Rupa asked me where 1
was going,. 1told her to go ahead with the excuse that | had
to buy a poster, which was being sold nearby.

| went up to the boy and without any preface, | asked
him, “ What are you reading? He was quite astonished and
flinched back. 1 looked left and right if someone was notic-
ing me. Though 1 hesitated, | was eager to know what the
boy was reading. | asked to look at the book. The boy hesi-
tated at first and then reluctantly gave the book in my hands.
The book was "Mahat Lookar Gibani*. Without saying any-
thing. | gave the book back. The expression in the boy’s
face showed that he was still astonished. I left him in his
state and came on my way. While walking back to my hos-
tel, 1was thinking about that boy. Even now, | am unable to
take him out of my thoughts.

There were several possibilities, either the boy was a
orphan, or that he was form such a financially backward

157

family that at such a tender age he had to earn his own
bread. Who knows, he might be the only source of liveli-
hood for his family! But surprisingly enough, he has learned
the value of education, which many of us has not been able
to do.

Suman came to me and “ked me once again, “Aparna,
you are still here? What’s the matter dear? What is it that’s
disturbing you so much? Tell me frankly. Or aren’t you feel-
ing well ?* Now, | couldn’t help but tears rolled down my
cheeks *“ How could the world be so cruel to a small boy like
him, how can they be ? 1blurted out.

“Now, now Apama, 1don’t get the head or tail of what
you are speaking”, She was surprised.

Wiping away my tears, 1narrated the whole incident to
her. | thought, at first, that she would just laugh it aw”,
everything seemed fun to her. But no.... today, it was a
different Suman. She became quite serious, a sigh escaped
her heart, ““ you know, 1have been there too. But, 1have
never really noticed them. Its really very disgusting”, she
shook her head in anger towards the man who argued for
two rupees. “But | should praise the boy for his wisdom”,
she added. “Everywhere, great leaders go on giving lec-
tures on prohibiting child labour and providing education
for all, as if they were the only people who felt for the poor
and downtrodden !, she clasped her fists in anger, “To hell
with the 53 years of independence ! Here small boys who
ought to read and write and enjoy life are forced to work for
their own livelihood. Their tender hands have turned rough,
working for others and the people whom they work for find
it hard to part with their money - how disappointing?

| am really at loss what to do. I’m indeed very much
confused. In fact, there is practically nothing that I can do
for the boy. I can only give some books and money for
today but what about his tomorrow ? on my mind ; | talked
with that boy | “Courage brother, do not stumble.

Though thy path be dark as night

There’s a star to guide the humble

Trust in god and do the right”

Then |- the girls hurrying down the steps. The prayer
bell had rang and we swere so absorbed in our thoughts
that we didn’t even hear it.

.... "Aparna , stop thinking about it, you will just end up
nowhere. Let’s go downstairs." Suman called. Everyday, |
went and prayed for myself But today, it was different; I will
pray for the small boy, for all other children like him, for their
welfare, their happiness.

The Contributor is a T.D.C. 1st year Students



My LostSelf

......... I look back at my first step in the sand,
They carried me to the place where today 1 stand .

........ | see my first step in the sand,
the place from where | began

A little bud I was, with a hope to bloom,
A hope to live and a hope to shine.

I remember.
My naughty smile, that could run a string of happim;ss
For miles & miles
My bright eyes & my lovable looks,
That blew life into any dead soul.

My tears, the precious diamonds, like stars scattered in
a bright sky:

Every part of me was ajewel, beautiful & fragile.

| remember,
How | clasped my mother and wept in her arms.
How she made me sink into slumber with her
story-telling charms.

| remember,

How | skipped my homework and went to sleep
And those punishment in school, that made me weep.

Those fantasies of childhood
And granny's stories of ghost;? and beasts

..... and as 1 smile recollecting the gone days of happiness

Suddenly,
A cruel wave rises from the sea,
Washing away those footprints, so dear to me.

Perhaps, making me realise that those days of happiness
are gone.....

I’ve lost that face............... that embrace
......... I've lost my ‘real innocent self.

The remains are the ruins of a sheltered yesterday
But somewhere, there still lives a dream of making a
tomorrow,

As real, as beautiful as those gone days;

Thus, | walk along, all alone, making new footprints in the
sand,

Carrying a promise to rediscover in me,

“my lost self.

Debaroopa Bhattacharya
T.D.C. lIndyear.
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Waves

Dreams of erecting naked pyramids

In the culpable route oforigin.

Carnival on the parasitic mount

In the quest for the shrine of anchorage,

The heresy with the holy address

Ensued by the manacle of ardour.

The rusting of ragged chaste sentiments
Conceived in the blue void of the oarsman,
The chase for rainbows that starts from absence
For a unique line on chartered forehead,

True melodies butchered by shackled tongues
In the mock venture to the self-built grave,
The chairoscuro of a bankless bridge

With quasi-redress of the waves below.

The debris of debits drawn from the dark
Sewn to shape the sighs of starry sky.

The divine urge to embrace the Circle
Quashed by the codes of mundane geometry.
The eternal odyssey of the soul

To perch on its supreme deity of love.
Smoky centuries spent in baking bricks

To build her smiles on this vulturous swamp.
The silent sail to fill her heartfelt isles
Checked by the sands of blariis of carets.
The plea to her abstract omnipresence

To recognize my ashes on her lap.

The toil to sprout a new leaf in essence
Buried in the antique vein of squalor.

Insanity seeded in the sublime

Through retribution in purgatory ....

— Remorse at shores of these blundering waves
Grants me the cipher ofthe morbid blues

As if I am an untouchable child

Waiting with wet eyes at the temple - gates
For a violet from the holy feet

To wrap my heart with the shawl of saffom

Debajyoti Sarma Borbora
MA (English) Final year.



Oblivion

Into the darkness of oblivion;

Rumbling goes the wheel of time

Seek in the rigours of solitude,

My existence 1 find

But maybe at some moment of lonely leisure,

You Come across some remnant of my being.

And in a corner of paling memories,

You find a nami; that sets you to think.

Or may be like yesternight’s exhausted lamp -

The incandescence of which is lost;

lappear to you as a figure of dream -

The name which is lost.

1shall no more be there,

To adulterate the vintage of your dreams

With all my longings soaked in tears,

This is the last chant | sing

And still leave for you...

____’A changeless gift’

Hoping for some better chance

Towards me again when time shall shift.

Soumya Dev

T.D.C -2ndyear,

Masquerade

From morning till evening we perform
Endless chores :

Almost the same things.

With a myopic vision.

Ideas we have in mind;

Are only remote hopes.

Enough to label us ;

'Modem man and woman.’

We are on the threshold of a new dawn -
A red carpet welcome :

Is it from the country?

Or is it from us?

Our actions become -

A prototype of “symbols"----------

Only vain - glorious displays.

And a fad for fastidious tastes.

'Are we enacting a masquerade.
In the name of flesh - trade?

Rimi Phukan
M.A., Final Year
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Juxtaposing...

Juxtaposing my past and present,
| find myselfin a dilema;
Today, you said some things,
Yesterday , someone else did.
Strange that they are the same things.
The essence of my being
Stands at a crossroads
Because someone lied to me;
Now another someone
Comes to me with the same ..........
How do I know its not another lie?
Yesterday someone assured me things
of which I had none :
But then left me anxious ;
Today, you assure me the same things
How do I know its not another lie?
Yesterday, someone laughed with me
But left me when | sobbed,
Today you promise to wipe my tears
How do 1know its not another lie?
All this inspite of knowing that
our paths shall never meet again
Knowing that its not a long journey together
Momentary company is what we are destined for.
And yet you promise the impossible
And make false assurances.
Why?
Gitima Das
B.A. IStyear

Apocalypse

In that ecstatic moment of joy.
Tears are about to die......

Feelings that are, seem to dry.
There was the road and me.....!

As | was walking forward to flee,
Shadows of light reflecting on me.
Passions roaring here, seems to cry.
Of an impassioned reverie.

In the road alone | go by.

There was the time and me....!
Breathing the ineluctable ‘fate’.
In the air, the divine grace.

The plunge in subline veracity.
Of the unseen omnipotence.

In its way towards infinity.

There was the road and me......!

Dipankar Sharma.
M A. (previous)



Near the Bank ofa River

When for a bath 1go,

Near the bank of a river

| see the boat tied

Dancing to the waves of the water.

Today, when there | went,

Somewhere far away, | saw

At the midst of the river,

The boat carried away by the ebb -tide.

1 know not where the boat will reach in the end,
How will the people be.
And in what guise.

In some corner of my dwelling do | stay.
Where | feel the desire -

That 1too go floating away, o’ brethren.
To a new land in the same way.

Far away by the shore of the sea.
There stand in rows,

By the edge of the sea water
The coconut trees.

Beautiful looks the mountain crest,

In the middle of the blue sky,

No one can cross the snow clad mountains.
Standing upright and high.

Somewhere in some forest,

Abundant in fruits and flowers.

There are new animals roaming around.
In large herds and groups.

By the end of so many nights.
The boat goes floating -
Why does father go to office and not to new land?

('Nodir Ghater Kachey’ - Rabindranath Tagore.
Translated from Bengali by Soriika Bakshi)

GO, GIVE THEM THE NEWS

Sameer Tanti
Go, give them the news
tell them the water is waist deep now
they have to give the boats alone
the graveyards are to be dug up tomorrow
that should tell them all
Go, get the news across
take a lamp with you as you go
all lamps may have burnt out there
no oil may be, for the wicks which stand
all these belong to when the evening deepens
Go, get the news across
don’t you tell them though
that the men are all lost
that with the roads
the courtyards too are lost
don’t tell them of the firing at.Kokrajhar
or of the homes and fields mortgaged
Go, tell them the news
know his walk well before you confide
hear his voice
measure his shadow if you can
with these ten, these ten fingers
Go, get the news across.
inform the police before you leave
rehearse before the mirror what all you would say
give your address before you leave
so that town-folk get to know of you

Is it true really?
Could be false
may not be
then it’s a fact
Yes, yes, it is

Go, give them the news.

It’s true
it could

that’s right, it may not

(Translated by Prof. Pradip Acharya, Faculty member
Deptt. of English)
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BEST HOSTEL, 1999-2000 « ANUNDO RAM BAROOAH HOSTEL

CHAMPION TEAM INFOOTBALL

CHAMPION TEAM IN KABADDI

FIRST PRIZE WINNER TEAM OF
COTTON COLLEGE (SANSKRPT DE-
PARTMENT) IN STATE LEVEL
SANSKRIT DRAMACOMPETmMON,
ORGANIZED BY " ASOM
LOKABHASA PRACHAR SAMITI"
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CHAMPION TEAM INVOLLEY BALL

CHAMPION TEAM INBASKET BALL



K.K.H.P.G. HOSTEL
BESTHUCHORITEAM FOR NINE CONSEQUTIVE YEARS

DIMBESWAR NEOG MEf/ORIAL ALL ASSAM RECITATION COMPETITION, 2000.
ORGANISED BY 'EDITOR, COTTONIAN' SECTION OF CCUS.

CULTURAL PROCESSION



Manjit Rajkhowa ; . .
Gold and Silver medallist respec- Sumanta Goswami Ipsita Hazarika

tively in painting and Collage in Inter Mr Cotton, '99-2000 Best Singer
College Youth Festival, 2000 of GU

Nitu) Bhuyan Jasmine Khatun Bikash Ranjan Talukdar
Special Actress Best Football Player

Best Director, One-Act play

David Barman Nayan IVlonj Saikia
Best Athlete Best Actor and Strongman of the year

167



Moni kuntala Saikia 'Sidhartha Sankar Deka Pranabjyoti Gogol

Best Athlete Mr. Guwahati (In. 2000) Champion of Champions Arm
Wrestling
S. K. L.HOSTEL Release of Souvenir (Smritisanda)
BEST CHOFJUS TEAM of Dimbeswar Neog Memorial Recitation Competition,

Laxman Sikdar
Played in - Vijay Merchant Trophy, Vinoo Mankad Trophy, Cooch Bihar Trophy & C.K. Naidu Trophy and Also Toured U.K.
‘-or "Assam Cricketers Club", Jiiiy, 2000.
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1. Assamese Modera Song :
1st- EepsitaHazario
2nd-PlabitaChetia.

Riipam Bhuya 1,

3rd -NecnaNath.

2. Bisnu Rabha Sangecl:

1st ' Nabanita K a liti
Eepsita Mazarika
2nd - Rupam Bhuyan,
3rd- Neelakshi DuUa
Parasar.
3. Rabindra Sangeet:
Isi;- Satarupa Dhar.
2nd-Eepsita Ilazarika.

3rd- Rupam Bhuyan.

4. Parbati PrasadarGeey:

1st -PlabitaChetia.
2nd - Eepsita Hazarika
3rd - Nabanita Kalita.
CoT"solation -
Manmayuri Samah
5.Jyoti Sangeet:
1st - Rupam Bhuyan.
2nd - SumitraDevBsmian
3rc- PlabitaChetia
Eepsita Hazarika.
Consolation -
Neelakshi Dutta
parasar.
6. Bhupendra Sangeet &
Jayanta Hazarika's geet:

1st - Rupam Bhuyan.

2nd - Eepsita Hazarika
3rd - Manabjyoii Kalita.
7. ianajatiya Sai\gv;el;
1st -Nil,
2nd - Eepsita Hazarika
3rd - Nabanita Kalita
Consolation -
Madusmita Goswami.
8. Western Song:
1st - Eepsita Hazarika
2nd - Prasimjoy Das.
3rd - Rober Changsaii.
9. Instrumental music:
1st -Nil.
2nd - Mahua Bose
Consolation -
Kulapradeep
Goswami
10.Khayal:
1st - Sudarshana Barua
2nd - Mimi Bhattacharjee.
3rd* Neelakshi Dutta
Parasar
SoiimitraDev Bannan
11. Bhajan:
1st- Rupam Bhuyan
2nd - Eepsita Hazarika
3rd- SoumitraDevBanricin
PlabitaChetia
12. Gaza!:
1st - Satarupa Dhar.
2nd - Eepsita Hazarika.
3rd - Rupam Bhuyan,
13. Borgeet'.
1st - Eepsita Hazarika
2nd - Plabita chetia,
3rd - Rupam Bhuyan.
l14.Lokageet:
1st -NeenaNath
2nd - Manabjyoii Kalita
3rd - Rupam Bhuyan
Eepsita Hazarika
15.Chorus:
1st- S.K,L. Girts Hostel.
2nd - S.M .H. Hostel
3rd - M.N, D, P. Hostel.
BestSinger:
Eepsita Hazarika,
2nd Best Singer:
Rupam Bhuyan.

[ £ 5R:itw™ A

1. Classical Solo:

1st - Mini Bhattacharjee,

i'lls

.LightVocal:

3rd - Rupam Bhuyan

.Chorus:

3rd - Cotton College

.Instrumental:

1st -Mahua Bose,

. Best Music team

Cotton College Music Sec-

tion.
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1. 100 m Rash: \st -
Rizwan Bora, 2nd - Narman
Dutta,3rd -Nara Nath Morang

2. 200 in Rash: ]st -
Gangadhar Barman, 2nd - Anil
Kr. Rout, 3rd - Neelamijyoti
Medhi

3.400m Rash:Ist-Anil
Kr. Rout, 2nd - Neelamjyoti
Medhi, 3rd - Narman dutta

4.800 m Rash; 1st - Anil
Kr. Rout,2nd - Ramesh Taron,
3rd - Rinku Boro

5.1500m Rash:!st-Anil
Kr. Rout,

2nd - Bimanjyoti

Saikia,3rd - JamilAhmed.
6. ShotPut: 1st-Dilip kr.
Rava,

2nd - Hengommang

Sorgiari, 3rd -ChinmayDas.

7. Discus: 1st m D ilip K.r.
Rava, 2t\d - Arup kr. Daim ari,
3rd- Deepak Ranjan Sen.
8. Javelin:lst

Hengommang Sorgiari, 2nd -

Rizwan Bora, 3rd m David
Barman.
9. High Jump: 1st-

Rizwan Bora, 2nd - Arup Kr.
Daimari, 3rd - Satabdi Sinha.
10. Long Jump: 1st -

Rizwan Bora, 2nd -
NeelamjyotiMedhi, 3rd - Nara
Nath Morang

11. Tripple Jump: No

perlicipants

12.Boys' Kabaddi: 1st
-A. R.B. Hostel, 2nd - S. M.
H. Hostel,

13.4X 100m Relay: 1st-
David Barman, Salabdi Sinah,
Tirsen Swargiari, Nara Nath
Morang, 2nd - Rizwan Bora,
Neelamjyoti Medhi, Narman
Dutta, Diganta Baishya, 3rd-
D ilip Rava, Ganesh
Choudhary, Anup Daimari,
Ravindra Bordoloi.

14.4X400m Relay:lst-
Chandan Barua, Anil Kr.
Rout, JamilAhmed, Binojyoti
Saikia, 2nd - Rizwan Bora,
Neelamjyoti Medhi, Narman
Dutta, Diganta Baishya, 3rd-
D iiip Rava, Ganesh
Choudhary, Anup Daimari,
Dereign Daimari.

15.Best Athlete (Boys"')

Anil Kr. Rout

Women

1.100 m. Resh: 1st- Moisi-
kuntaia Saikia,

2nd - Rita

Saikia, 3rd- Suntrisna
Goiphatia.

2. 200 m. Resh: 1st-
Moni-kuntala Saikia, 2nd-

Suntrisna Gorphatia, 3rd -

Rita Saikia

3. 400 m, Resh: 1st -
Moni-kuntaia Saikia, 2nd -
Rita Saikia , 3rd - Bobita
Barwati.

4. 800 m. Resh:lst -
Moni-kuntala Saikia, 2nd -
Manju Chetia, 3rd - Aisun
Khatun

5.4 X 100m. Relay :No
Competitor

6. Long Jump: N
Competitor

7.High Jump: N
Competitor

8. Girls' Kabaddi :No

Competitor

9. Shot Put: 1st- Manju
Chetia, 2nd - Swuntrisna
Gorphatia, 3rd - Babita
barwati.

10. Discus: 1st- Maniu

sq

Chetia, 2nd - Suntrisna
Gorphatia, 3rd - Bobita
Barwati,

11.Javelin; 1st -M anju

Chetia, 2nd

Suntrisna Gorphatia, 3rd - Rita

Saikia.
12. BestAthlete (G irls):
Manikuntala Saikia
N sicawizsiw
jm~
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Tiihle Tennis : m

Boys' Singles :
Champion -
Jami! AlI"med
Runners - up - Anirban Dutta
3rd. Prize - Parag Dutta
Boys'Doubles: Champion -
Jamil Ahmed
Anirban Dutta
Runners -up -
Rajdeep Pradhan
Pragyan Bhuyan
Chess Boys’' Champion -
Asim Deka
Runners -up -
Gunindra Pathak
Grils'Champion-
Geeta Khemani
Boys' Carramcnampion -
Ripun Bora
Singles Runners- up -
Abinash Bora
Grils Singles Champion-
Geeta Khemani
Runners- up -
Swati Jain
Boys' doubles Champion -
Banikanta Sharma
Parag Dutta
Runners- up - Ripun Bora

Jayanta Dolakasharia
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At the very outset. | would
C5191/\ cm f/\ll\'4 like to convey my feelings of
gratitude to all the Cottonians
SARK#5 A AnC S| and teachers who have ena-
| bled me to serve this premier
crin o n institution o fthe North - East
AfVVlCTCA ’ﬂ-|CZRW‘ , as the Secretary, Football
Section.
'TO A M f~ {51H o
To. < (ﬂ][A\S!SH,N" Organising the annual C.ol-
’\51/\4“1:0:’} /\|33|5H,1S, lege week Tournament with
, limited Hnancia! resources,
for.~17, CEL .
was a big challenge. It was
m, 2ra % due to the untiring efforts of
ML, % N " my friends and teachers that
SHiilsn we could successfully organ-
W|5R 'WD ASﬂSJH ise the events smoothly un-

‘65"

der any section. As we know
that the absence of a play-
Mmoo spw AN

ground is one ofthe major

problems. Be itfor practice or
for organising the tourna-
menis, the absence of play-
ground sets a big challenge.
Oui'college Team also partici-
pated in the Inter-College
Football Tournament held at
Jagiroad.

The Results of the College
week Tournament under my
Section as follows ;-
Champion A, R.B,
Hostel Football Team

M .N.

Runner-up

D.P.Hostel Football Team.

BestPlayer Bikash
Ranjan Talukdar.
Highest Scorer David

Bannan.

lwould be failing in my efforts
ifl donotmention ofthe board-
ersofA, R.B. Hostel without
whose support and co-opera-
lion 1could nothave gone far.
Lastbutnotleast Iexpressmy
thanks and

heartfelt

gratitudes to my respected
philosopher and guide Prof-
in-charge Dr. Pradip Kr,
Baruah. Dr Bhaben Ch. Kalita,
Dr. Amulya Barman, whose
help suggestions and guid-
ance in various moments dur-
ing my tenure inspired me in

overcoming hurdles.

Hengoumang Lhoujiern
Secretary Football Section

c.c.u.s.



PRINCIPALS OF COTTON

Mr. F. W. Sudmerson, B. A. (Lon-
, 1. E. S. - This first and the most
iwned Principal of Cotton College
ed the institution for long .. years
| 1o0: tO :..s. He built this college
his life-blood and during his days
college grew to be not only the pre-
iInstitution of its kind in Assam, but
(even In the opinion of such an au-
ty as the Saddler Commission) the
College under the Calcutta Univer-
He left no stone unturned for the all
md progress of his protege.

Mr David Thompson, M. A. , Ph,
Glasgaw & Gottingen) - He was the
-ipal and Se:nior Proffesor of Chem-
In the college for a good number of
sbetween .:.s - ..:: and he served
‘ause of education in Assam also In

r capacities as Inspector of Schools
D. P. I

rrA. E-Brown, M. A.,L.L. B., Bar-at
, had the reputation of being the most
led man th..t ever came to this side
lur country. His passion for books
no room for the administrator in his
ft, and though eminent as teacher
. In the Cotton and the Earle Law
ege, he leaves no mark as Principal.

Mr. D. E. Roberts, M. Sc., joined
ice In .,.., and he served for many
s as Head ofthe Department of Phys-
and more to be Principal for several
®in the M. C. College and for a brief
ire in Cotton College during : 624 -: 7.

Mr. S. C. Roy, M. A. (London) was
only I. E. S. among our Indian Princi-
and was the first of the kind. He was
ete with ideas and ideals and was ever
he pulpit with his iterminable sermons.

Mr. B. C. Sengupta, M. A., was a
It man who would not harm even a
m. He was a conscientious teacher
listory for a number of years. A man
;uave manner and fatherly affection,

llways led the pupils by tact and feel-
He served as Principal from ..., to
|

Mr.H.N. Sen,M. A. (.. -.5)was
nowned Professor of Mathematics
was raised towards the end of his
er to be Principal and D. P. I.

- L, N. Chatterjee, M. A., Veda Shastri
(:.+:) was so methodical and scrupu-
lous that he was called the most Euro-
pean of Indian Principals! He evinced
great zeal in his duty towards the stu-
dents whether as Principal, Professor or
Hostel Superintendent.

- Mr. S. N. Sen, M, SC. (16435 - 45 )
served long as a Professor of Mathemat-
Ics In the other valley and came over here
towards the close of his career. He was
always held in great esteem for his high
iIdeals and lofty principles.

0. Mr.R.R. Thomas, M. A.,B. L., P.
R. S (.s:5-:5) was for many year a be-
loved Professor of Philosophy. A man
of original ideas, a profound thinker,
shrewd businessman, reputed author, he
Inspired a whole generation of students
by his noble example as by his eloquence,

U. Dr. S. K. Bhuyan, D. Litt (London)
(:+.¢) was Principal for a short period.
He w” a Professor of English for nearly

;0 years. He was a versatile genius as
Poet, Litterateur and Historian has won

wide acclamation.

.. Mr.RC.Sanyal, M. A. (1546 -7
came to this College for a short while
after serving for long as a Professor of
Philosophy in the M. C. College, Sylhet.
He rose to be the D. P. I. Assam and later
ne served as the Principal of Burdwan
Ra] College, West Bengal.

.. Mr. S. M. Muhibullah (.-.-) the
kKindliest and most unassuming man, he
endeared himselfto the staff and the stu-
dents by his good nature. His delight
consisted is doing good to whoever
sought his advice or assistance.

v+, Dr.B. K. Kakati, M. A.Ph.D. (15
-+ ) was a Professor of English for the
major part of his career. By standing first
In the Calcutta University in Intermedi-
ate Arts In .... he shattered the myth
that Assamese youths were inferior iIn

.ric than aae the occasion was hailed
more as a national than as a personal
triumph . The samejubilation marked his
attainment ofthe Ph. D. (Cal) on the the-
sis “Assamese : Its Formation and De-
velopment” ; for this proved conclu-
sively that Assfimese has a distinct en-

COLLEGE

tity and stands in the same pe(
other language in India.

5. Mr. U. K. Goswami M. A.,
(....) was a Professor of Pol
Economy for long in this college a
as in the Murarichand College. H
been able to leave an impress (
own In the institutions he served

. Mr. S. N. Chakraborty, N
(1549 - 52 ) Was an erudite Sal
Scholar, He graduated from Cottor
lege obtaining First Class Secon
sition in Calcutta University and
First Class First in M. A, It was c
the Principalship of S. N. Chakr”
that Cotton College Celebrate
Golden Jubilee. He was a connol
of Classical Indian Music, both
vocal and instrumental sides. It w?
der his inspiration that Cotton C<
at one time could boast of a re
coaching class in music.

.. Dr. H. C. Bhuyan, M. Sc., F
(1952 -s4)joined Cotton College in
as a Lecturer in Physics and becar
Principal in March ... .Itis main!
to his untiring efforts whether as 1
fessor of Physics in this College
Principal or D. P. I. Or Vice - Cham
In Guwahati University that sc
education in Assam has receive
special attention ofthe Governmer
the people. Dr. Bhuyan earned hi
D.In ..s, from Bristol on a the:
Theoritical Physics.

o, ShriU. K. DuttaM. SC. (1454
naving had a brilliant academic c
joined Cotton College a Lectur
Physics In ...-. During the tenu
service, Shri Dutta has been assoc
with various committees set up fc
expansion of scientific educatic
Assam. He later became the Prin

ofthe Burdwan Raj College, West
gal.

0. ShriH. C, Goswami, M. Sc. (.
. » ) had a uniformly brilliant careel
ter taking his M. Sc. Degree In

ganic Chemistry in ..:,, he becam
T. N, Palit Research Scholar of the
cutta University in ..., During

period, he contributed a number of
able articles to the scientific journz



that times. Shri Goswami served as re-
search chemist in the Bengal Immunity
Research Laboratory, Calcutta and was

highly commended by Acharya R C. Ray.

20. Nurul Islam, M. A. (1963 - 69) was
an outstanding Principal of Cotton Col-
lege. In 1962, he was appointed as the
first secretary of the Board of Secondary
Education, Assam. Besides he served as
Addl.D.P. 1., A.P.S.C. member, execu-
tive members of Gauhati and Dibrugarh
Universities right from their inception. It
was during his renure that the open ad-

mission system which is being followed

now was introduced.

21. Dr. P.C. Goswami.M. Sc. (1969 -
70) did his M. Sc. in Physical Chemistry
from Calcutta University and Ph. D. from
Lovisiana State University, USA. He was
the founder secretary of the Assam Sci-

ence Society.

22. T. K. Bhattacharyya, M. A. (1970 -
72) did his M. A. from Calcutta Univer-
sity in 1940 anti joined as an Assistant
teacher in the English Departmento fCot-
ton College in 1942. He was also the Joint
D. P.1,Govt, of Assam in 1972 and Sec-
retary, Board of Secondary Education,

Assam in 1972 - 73.

23. Prof. AbdulJalii, M. A, L L.B.{1972
-74) topped the M. A.and L. L. B. exami-
nations in the Aligarh Muslim Univer-
sity. He had written two text books viz,
‘An Introduction to ethics’ and ‘Text

Book of Logic’.

24. Dr. (Mrs.) Parukutti Barua, M. Sc.
Ph.D. (CANTAB) (1974 - 75) served the
Botany Department of Cotton College
for long 30 years. She produced a
number of Ph. D. from the Department

mostly in Plant Physiology.

25. Asraf Ali, M. A. (75 -79) got his
M. A. from Dhaka University andjoined
Cotton College iis lecturer in Economics
in 1945. The Mew Asministrative build-
ing ofthe College was build during his
tenure as the Principal. He was involved
with various social work programmes and
was the General Secretary of Indian

Council of Child Welfare Assam branch.

26. Dr.G.C. Deka, M! Sc.,, Ph.D. (Bris-
tol) (1979 -86) did his M. Sc. From Cal-
cutta University and his Ph. D. in Nu-
clear Physics from the British Univer-

sity U. K. in 19.59. He served the office

ofthe Principal efficiently during the tu-

multuous Assam Agitation period.

27. R. K. Dbas, M. A., L. L. B., M. Sc.
(1986 - 87) did his M.A. in Economics
from Calcutta University from where he
got his L. L. B. degree also. Thereafter
he did M, Sc. (Economics) from London
University with specialisation in Welfare
Economics. He was an Assistant Inspec-
tor of Schools and later served as a
Deputy Director of Public Instruction,
Govt, of Assam. He was also the Mar-
keting Adviser o fthe Assam Apex Mar-

keting Society.

2S. DrK. D, Krori M, Sc.. Ph. D. (1978
- 91) passed M. Sc, From Calcutta Uni-
versity and took Ph. D. from Jadavpur
University by independent research in
Theoretical Physics (Relativity , Quan-
tum Mecanics arid Particle Physics). Dr.
Krori was honoured with the Dr. H. C.
Bhuyan Award by the Assam Science
Society in 1990 and also with Emiritus
fellowship by th-; University Grant Com -
mission, New Delhiin 1990. He is aref-
eree of some American, Canadian and

Indian Research Journals.

29. Dr. A. K. Goswami, M, Sc., Ph. D.
(Sheffield) (1991 - 93) is a prominent
physicist. He is the pioneer of Science
Movement in the State. He contributed
to the establishment of the Guwahati
Planatorium. Presently he is the secre-

tary ofthe W. W. F.,, North eastern zone.

30. B. Ch. Choudhury M. Sc. (1993 -
94) was the Head of the Department of
Zoology. He served as the Principal for

a shon period oftime.

31. Dr. M. C. Ghosh, M. Sc. , Ph. D.
(1994 -96)was in the Jorhat Engineering
College. After encadrement he came to
Cotton College asthe Principal Dr. Ghosh

got his Ph, D. fiom Gauhati University.

32. Dr. Trishna Mahanta, M. A., Ph.
D. (1996 - 97) did her M. A. from the
University ofLondon and got Ph. D, from
Gauhati University. She is assoiated

with anumbero:'women’'sorganisations.

33. Jishnu Dutta M. Sc. (1998 : Janu-
ary) was ofthe Department o f Statistics.
He has written a learned book on Prob-
ability. He was activey associated with
the examination affairs of Cotton Col-

lege.

34, Dr. K, C. Paul, M. A. (1998) was

one of the longest serving Heads o f the

department of the deptt. of Political Sci-
ence. He has received his Ph. D. from
Gauhati University. He has also written a

number of textbooks.

35. Miss Prcerilala Kakati, .M. Sc. (J998)
was the Head of the Department of
Botany. She has written a number of
books, She was the editor of a magazine

of the Deptt. of Botany viz,.Gulancha’.

36. D.K.Kakati.M.Sc.(1998-99)was
the head of the Department of Physics.
He was the union secretary of Colton
during 1959 - 60. He was thejoint Direc-
tor of Assam Administrative Staff Col-
lege, Khanapara, Secretary to SEBA,
Secretary to H. S. Council and the Deputy
Director of Sports, Govt, of Assam. He
has written a number of books, stories
and poems. He has also written a book
called ‘lItihasor

on Cotton College

Daponat Sira Seujia Cotton College.’

37. Dr, (Mrs.) Mukti Dev Choudhury,
M, A., Ph.D. (31.5,99 - 29.2.2K) was the
head ofthe Department of Bengali. She
has got her Ph. D. from Jadavpur Univer-
sity, Calcutta. Dr, Dev Choudhury was

interested in music,

38. Prof. D. K. Boruah, M. A. (1.3.2K -
8.11,2K) was th(; head ofthe Department
of Economics, Prof. Baruah has done his
M. A. from Delhi University, He was as-
sociated with the film Society that pro-
duced the documentary - “Cotton Col-
lege” in 1973 - 74. He underwentthe train-
ing on Managementof Training in Royal
Institute of Public Administration, Lon-
don. Prof Baruah was once the Joint Di-
rector of Assam .Administrative Staff
College and he is a renowned Quiz Mas-

ter of North East India.

39. Prof (Dr.) Ramcharan Thakuria, M.
A,, Ph.D (From 8.11.2K) was the Head
of the Department, Assamese and at
present he is the Pricipal of Cotton Col-
lege. He is oni; of the pioneers in the
field of textual criticism and the
Ramayana studies in Assam. A former
General Secy.and Vice President of As-
sam Sahitya Sabha. Dr. Thakuria is ac-
tively engaged in literary and research
activities. He has a good number of
scholarly books to his credit. He was
honoured with the National Ramayana
Award in 1990, and he chaired one of

the open Sessions of the National

Ramayana Conference held in 1987 at

Chitrakut, UP.



THE FIRST BATCH OF COTTONIANS : 1901 -1902

Hariprasad Das
Bepinchandra Bordoloi
Batndev Cioswami
Rameschaiidra Das
Barindranath Ghosh
Fazalur Rahman
Upendrachandra Oiitta
Hemanla Kumar Roy
Radhikakanta Das

Sasadhar Sen

Mahendrachandra Dasgupta

Keramat A li
Abdur Ralimaii

Kritinath Sarma Bariia
Harun-ul-Rashid

Afsar Ahmed
Girischatidra Bordoloi
Rameshchandra Rajkhowa
Siiladhar Barkataki
Navakumar Barooah
Kanaklal Bhuyan

Devananda Sarma

Ganganath Sarma

Muhammad Mohsin,
Habiram Das
Muhammad Saadulla
Basantakumar Swaruakar
Hariprasanna Das
Fazalur Rahman
Muhammad Obcdullah
Narendran'arayan Das
Khirodmand Ali
Rajanikant Barua
Durganath Barua
Gyasuddin Ahmed
Rameswar Saikia
Chandrakanta Barpujari
Bidyadhar Lai
Surendranath Rajkhowa
Madhabprasad Duara
Iswarprasad Barua
Abdur Rahman
Umanath Gohain

Badan Chandra Barua

Goalpara
Gauhali
Sibsagar
Barpeta
K.omia[*ar
Gauhati
Tipperah
HoogU
Tczpur
Dacca
Dacca
Jorhat
Jorhat
Tezpur
Jorhat
Gauhali
Gauhati
Sibsagar
Sibsagar
Sibsagar
Dibrugarh

Jorhat

North Guwahati

Nowgong.
Dataru
Gauhg.ti
Sibsagar
Dibrugarh
Dibrugarh
Gauhati
Goalpara
Jorhat
Gauha:i
Gauhali
Jorhai
Jorhat
Jorhat
Lucknow
Golaghat
Golaghat
North (jauhati
Nazira
Nowgong

Kamarkuchi

Girishchandra Roychoudhury Barpeta

Abdur Rouf

Nazira

Second Year Class

24, Nila Kanta Barua

25.
26.
27,
28.
29.
30.
31,
32.
0J.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38,
39-
40.
41,
42,
43.
44.
45.
46.

Padmadhar C'haliha
Ramakanta Sarma
Purushottam Das
Chandrahansii Das
Gyasuddin Aliincd
Dinadhar Das

Kashinath Changkakti
Nilmani Phukan

Srinath Barua
Sareschandra Sen Gupta
Maheiidranath Mahanta
Ramaiii Kanta Barua
Jagat Ciiandra Goswami
Prasanna Kumar Barua

Sadananda Duara

Brindaban Chandra Gosvvaini

Umanath Phukan
Durganath Changkakati
Bhairabchandra Chatterjee
Jamini Chandra Chatterjee
Nagendra Chandra Ganguli

Anandiram Das

First Year Class

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32,

33.

34.

35.
36.
37.
38.
39,
40.
41.
42,
43.

44,

45.

Debendranath Barua
Abdul L atif
Rameschandra Dasgupta
Jadunath Das
Tcjendrachandra Sen
Radhikanath Sarma
Ramkumar Barua
Kuladhar Chaliha

Ebadul Ullah

Lambodar Saikia
Mitharam Barua
Dondirani Datta
Bholanath Kakoti
Bakshi Mahammad
Bibhabanada Chowdhur)’
Muhammad Ali

Sisir Kumar Basu

Sisir Kumar Roy

Atui Chandra Deb
Kuladhar Sarma. Barua

Mokshyanath Barua

Champakdhar Barua

Nowgong
Sibsagar
Jorhat
Gauhati
Teiipur
Gauhati
Sibsagar
Dibrugarh
Dibrugarh
Sibsagar
Dacca
Nowgong
Mangatdai
Golaghat
Dibrugarh
Dibrugarh
Nowgong
Guwahati
Dibrugarh
Sibsagar
Nadia
Nadia

Dibrugarh

Nowgong
North Lakhimpur
Dacca
Dacca
Coxbazar
Sibsagar
Sibsagar
Sibsagar
Jorhat
Dibrugarh
Dibrugarh
Dibrugarh
Sibsagar
Dhubri
Gauhati
Sylhel
Dacca
Hoogli
Shillong
Sibsagar
Golaghat
Sibsagar
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Prof.R.C .G ofifin(1922-23)

Prof. Ashutosh Chatterjee (1923 - 28)
Prof. S. K. Bhuyan(1928-29)

Prof. R C. Abraham (1929 -32)

Prof. S.K.Bhuyan(1933)

Prof. DibakarGoswami(1928 -32)

Suresh Ch. Rajkhowa&
Raihan Shah (1933)

Satish Ch. Kakati &
Radhanath Dutta (1934)
LiladharSarma Kakati (1936 -37)
Abani Mohan Das (1937)
Bhupendra Baruah (1942)
AbdusSattar(1944)

Prasanta Baruah (1945)
Dhirendra Barthakur (1946)
Ghanakanta Chetia Phukan (1947)
Md. Piar(1949)

Syed Merash Hussain (1950)
Chidananda Baruah (1951)
Chandra Kr. Baruah (1952)
Md.Taher(1953)

Basanta Saikia (1954)
Rohini Kr. Baruah (1955)
Gazen Hazarika (1956)

Shyam BhadraMedhi (1957)
SushilKr.Gogoi(1958)
Nagen Taiukdar(1959)
Gangapada Choudhury (1960)

RanjitKr. Kakati (1961)

Shyama Prasad Sarma (1962)
Jyoti Prasad Saikia (1963)
Ad-Hoc Committee (1963 - 64)
Pradip Saikia (1964 - 65)
Diganta Kr, Khargharia (1965 -66)
D hirendra Kr, Rabha (1966 -67)
KeshabCh, Baruah (1967-68)
Sanjib Kr. Baruah (i968 - 69)
Kusumbar Bhuyan (1969 - 70)
Monirul Hussain (1970 -71)
Dinabandhu Thakuria (1971 -72)
Dharanidhar Baishya (1972 - 73)
M anjit Singh (1973 - 74)
Hemanta Barman (1974 - 75))
ManojKr.Das (1975 -76)

Nalin Kr. Hazarika (1976 - 77)
Aswini Kr.Mahanta(1977-78)
Hiranya Bora (1978 -79)
Mital!iDeori(1981 -82)
Iswarprashanna Burahgohain (1982 - 83)
Hemanta Nath (1983-84)
Hemanta B, Dcka (1984 - 85)
Biren Saikia (1985 - 86)
DilipChandan(1986-87)
Suresh Kr.Nath(1987-88)
Dwipen Sanma(1988 - 89)

Anjan Bhuyan (1989 -90)
RatnaBharli (1990-91)

Kankan Deka (1991'92)
Dhiman Sinha (1993 - 94) (Not Published)
AkhilGogoi(1994-95)
SanjeebKr.Nath(1995-96)
SailenBarkakati(1996-97)
Pranab Kr. Barman (1997 -98)
Prasanta Kr. Baruah (1998 - 99)

Ankuran Dutta (1999 -2000)
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When the door of Catton College, Guvvahati. were first
thrown open on the 27th of May, 1901; little could have one
imagined the levels ofexcellence that this ccllege would reach
in the future. The beginnings were humble i.ideed, with just a
handful of students and teachers, GraduaUy. however, d\ie to
the sincere and incessanttoil ofa galaxy ofgreat men; vision-
aries infact; this college made progress in all the aspects that
an educational institution can excell in. Tc name a few of
these would be an injustice to the innumerable others whose
contribution are no less important. Thus siowly and steadily,
the college started to grow introducing newer subjects and
courses. The culmination perhaps came wi en this college
was declared a full fledged Post Graduate Irstitution, offer-
ing PostGraduate classes ir almost all the subjects under the
Gauhati University. And perhaps the next step could well be
the declaration ofa deemed - University' status for this insti-
tution, Some where in between, it was also termed as a centre
of e.xcellence, by a person no less imminent than the then
President of India, Already it had the distin:tion of being
premier educational instlturion of the entire North Eastern
Region of the country; and this added honour was but an-
other feather in the cap.

Now, as we approach the hundred year o f iis existence; it
is perhaps high time that we do a little bit ofselfintrospection
and stop awhile to take a look back to our century old past
and the future that is before us, What we have done; what we
could have done; what we achieved and what w* failed to do
;and more importantly, what our future holds for us, what are
we capable of achieving in the future, with the resources in
our hands ; these are some questions that every' person even
remotely linked with Cotton College should as< himselfor
herself. We are marching tow.ards our centenarv. and prepa-
rations to celebrate this milestone are afoot on a grand scale.
Crores of rupees are to be spent on infrastructire develop-
ment, other developmental wo'ks; and on the celebration of
the event itself, which will be spread over one >'ear. By all
indications, the celebrations Will be massive anJ grand, as
befitting a century old instituticn. And as Cottonims, we are
all feeling justifiably proud ano happy.

Being proud and happy on this occasion is okay; but
perhaps what is not okay is the fact that a sense ')f compla-
cency is creeping in. What we are doing how is that we are
basking in old glories and achievements; and thii is a ten-
dency that needs to be checked. In the recent past questions
aboutthe academic atmosphere ofthe College are being raised
and there is also a view gaining ground that Cotton College,
as an educational institution is ir a state of stagnation, if not
decay. Progress and growth, the hallmarks of health is almost
nonexistent. The courses on offer here are the same that was,
say, a quarter century ago. New ileld of study like Computer
Sciences, Environmental Sciences, Psychology and the like
are yet to be introduced. The list of what we have failed to
achieve is long and could go on and on; but that i.i not the
point in question here. Indeed, raJ.'cing Ofily o f failures would
seem pessimistic; and there is no reason for us to be pessi-

mistic at all, considering what we have achieved in these last

hundred years. The point in question at this juncture is that
along with the euphoria over the centenary celebrations, we
should also not lose sight of the long term objectives that
would make this Institution a “centre of excellence” in the
true sense of the term. Only then will we be justified in this
massive celebrations of the completion of the hundred years
of our existence,

“The Cottonian”, the annual College Vlagazine of the col-
lege has been the flag bearer of this legendary institution. Lit-
erature is called the mirror o f the society ; and true to that, the
“Coltonian" reflects the multi coloured culture ofthe College,
highlighting the thoughts, values, literature, culture, art and
the spiritual and intellectual advancements o f the college.

'The Cotton' college magazine was first published as the
‘‘Cotton College magazine” in 1922 and the editor ofthe first
issue was Mr. R. C. Goffin, a senior professor ofthe English
department. For about ten years, the magazine was edited by
Professors. The first student editors were Suresh Chandra
Rajkhowa and Raihan Shah and the first ever student to be
elected as the editor was Satish Chandra Kakaoti,

The Cottonian is credited with producing a class of liter-
ary' personalities in every field of literature, be it in poetry,
prose or drama. Almost ail the famous literar>' personalities of
both the past and the present era first displayed their talents
through the Covtonian, As examples, we can cite the names of
the likes of Dr. Maheswar Neog, Satish Chandra Kakotl,
Dimbeswar Neog, Dr. Banikanta Kakoti, Krishnakanta
llandigue, Keshav Mahanta, Dr, Bhupen Hazarika, Syed
Abdul Malik, Homen Borgohain and so on. Among the later
and more recent crop of literary personalities, we can cite the
names of Mamoni Raisom Goswami, Udayaditya Bharali,
Maushumi Kandali, Pranjit Borah and so on. Reference must
also be made of the role of the “Cottonian” in shaping the
careers of Lakshyadhar Choudhury, Chandra Prasad Saikia,
Or. lliren Gohain, Mahendra BortlvakuT. Dr.Surjya Kr. Bhuyan
and many others. The list is almost endless and we can go
adding many more names.

In a discussion about the Cottonian, one point must be
mentioned that there are many different features in it

in comparison to the journals ofother Colleges. In case of
the common college magazines, one can notice a tendency
towards increasing the outer grandeur of the magazine by
having the cover drawn by some celebrated artists, by hav-
ing the illustration and lay out designed by professionals, or
by publishing the works of some famous lite rarymen. Con-
trary to that, the Cottonian is decorated by the Cottonians
completely, all the relevent works regarding the publication
of the magazines are done by the Cottonians themselves.
Consequently, some drawbacks are sometimes noticed, yet it
has never compromised with the maintenance o f standard,.
Again, the Cottonian is not kept within the confines of a mere
literary journal, it also is an all round report of an academic
session of the college. And, this report has been noticed
being completely successful in reflecting the present posi-
tion of the college and the intellectual standards of the

Cottonians,









