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‘Morality is only the art ofgoing my own ends without
becoming a crime,’
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6. Water boiling tin, 7. Sprayer. 8. Fungicides; Dithane
Z-78,9. Insecticide ; Cythion/Nuva, 10. Disinfectant:
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‘I fully recognize that the cause which directly leads you to manifest such warmth of feeling in the estab-
lishment of a College in this ancient and historical town... the conviction that increased facilities for higher
education in Assam were indispensably necessary. The matter is one that | had intended to take up earlier...
The financial difficulty indeed still remains, but | trust to be able to overcome it so far as to be able to
construct within this cold season a College in this locality... | hope, the new College building will be completed
and crowded with young Assamese students and Bengalis too,... | trust that the College will be a practical
success... conclude by wishing all success to the new College, which is to be shortly established.'

-Henry John Stedman Cotton






CULTURE AND CULTURAL

STUDIES

A PROSRESSIVE

eENEALoOey

Dr. Garima Kalita

Sgdledus, Dy, of Bgish

Ifculture is taken to be one form of inieiTelationship,
dialogue or communication between people it attains
priority and there is a conducive avenue open for cultural
exchanges. Here culture does not necessarily mean
performable activities or modes, that can be exhibited;
as life and various practices undertaken at several points
of time too attain proportionate consideration as lived
experiences, Between people, cultural mode attracts
and with an equal intensity also repels. Fundamentalism
of one kind for one type or class may not be so for the
other as for them it may yield loyalt>"' or devotion for
a certain cause. So the question of hegemony or
domination in a liberal cultural ambience is the most
natural state of growth.

Cultural hegemony does not arise because of
superiority of class, race or ethnicity or economic state
or social hierarchy. The element of functioning
domination is based on the emergence of familiarity or
the progress of the "popular'- the evolution of cultural
ethos or mode too preferably chosen by the mass or
the common popularity. Cuhural code of a specific
community in a particular time juncture calls for
common cultural and ritualistic codes, religious values
or wider humanitarian appeal. Media is so influential in
this respect that revival of archaic principles or codes
become pertinent at such phases of historical necessity.
A human individual is culturally constructed, he lives a
cultural existence and his ontological preoccupations
are preordained by his inherent cultural notions. Hence
culture produces human beings, his class-consciousness,
his economy and social status within a community and

religious vectibules also are set. Contours- psychological
or personal, but distinctly apart from biological
consideration are ingrained for life.

The study of culture is primarily a community based
programme which at times works on a pluralistic level.
The cultural backdrop of the North East needs
necessary documentation and assessment on the
purview of the agenda proscribed by governing
institutions, socio-cultural organizations and historical
factors. While declared norms and practices refer to a
homogenous and unified vision plan, on the pragmatic
plane on which the political, ethnicity and community
get involved, contradiction, pluralism and conflict do
play their decisive parts.

That culture offers proliferated avenues of
ideological paradigm serving class interest cannot be
denied. But along with it, it also has to be noted that
culture does not necessarily preclude ideological
strategies wiiich potentially contain political agenda.
Conventional Marxist ideology encompasses distinct
class interest and a relationship ofdomination/subjugation
over each other. Cultural delineation or expression need
henceforth be assessed on the basis of its affiliation
towards mass production and mass consumption of
cultural products. Here the concept of popular culture
which according to Stuart Hall is inadvertently related
to the mass people may do avvay with obvious political
hegemony ofone kind or the other. Aesthetic prejudices
in this case cannot be incorporated as one of the
determining factors of class-consciousness. Ei-litism and
popular culture need to be studied not on antagonistic



terms but on a separate note of historical necessity.
Sirce culture is accepted as an ideological tool for
social reformation- other corollaries too need to be
assessed and considered: interconnectedness and
diZerse trajectories of ‘dominant’ and ‘residual' of
R.'ivmond Williams in regards lo historical categorization
of events and modes of culture also need to be
etnphasized and observed.

In the context of global/local binaries, culture attains
a significant area of importance and human faculties
need to be processed and used in i\ rational and
crganized manner, The urge for globalisation attempts
ct assimilating the culture diversities and pronounces a
iinitar>" and unidimensional purview, but al the same
lime primitive human instinct for assertion and
iomination hankers after local speciticat'on and elements
of diversification. Hence the conflicting notions of
assimilation and diaspora, identity and division between
specific and general tend to thwart cultural legacies.
Assessing culture within the parameters of Raymonc
Williams® views oftimeless universal values of human
existence, documentation ofdiverse practices, tradition;
and above all as a way of life or the ways how social
and political institutions tend lo wcrk. would b\ no
means preclude so many other divergent notions already
existent. Especially political, social and econom c¢
frameworks are bound to be interpreted by individual
responses.

Now patterns of culture would 'nvariably call for
discourse analysis, a sort of archaeology or geneaiog\
of common culture and corresponding high culture.
Common culture is formed with the ‘cxtraordinai'\" in
the ordinary, which is extraordinary™” symbolic creaii\ ity
of the multitude. (Phillis in Common culture : Svnibdlic
Work at Play) These make for c.etails of cver_\da>
habits and practices, modes and behaviours; impose
significance and importance to them by habi.ual
practices. These symbolic activities like use of music,
dancc. TV discussion etc. are not to be called 'trvial
or inconsequential' -- for they have their own positions
in the categories of culture. The antithetical position of
Hoggart and Stuart Hall as cultural critics in fai:t do
not undermine a valued appreciation of widespread
cultural paradigm, as diversit\’ is a basic element or
characteristic of cultural practices. So Haggart's notion
of 'popular' identifying with degenerated or 'lew' in
today's appreciation points to a mere categorizing of
paradoxical norms and modes within cultural
communities.

Bringing in the basic struc.ural paradigm within
cultural studies, Foucault's investigative anaKses of
institutions and subjects become authoritative and
comprehensive and this kind of comprehensibility is not
called for in case of culture.! practices. It admits
diverLiences and variations or conflicts, vet it does not

necessarily \ield to knowledge/power dialectics. Seminal
and basic formulations are practiced and thought over;
at times discourses are made out of it and that delimits
the dimension of culture. Again culture extends to
specific historical power pt)sitions and political discourses
are constructed. So herein cultural studies politically
implicated .speeches, dialogues and practices form part
of wider cultural agenda but lacks an active involvement
in the comprehensive expressions of the societal norms
and modes.

Culture as dialogic principle frees itself from rigid
contlnement of structure. Claude Levi Strauss's cultural
anthropology is based on semiotics or cultural signs.
Primitive social units had, as he saw them, underlying
general structures like language (general and specific)
and were regulated by principles of binar\" differences.

Ofall seemingly possible interpretations of cultural
states, culture working as a dialogic principle could be
acceptcd as the most meaningful one as it serves the
purpose of bridging pathways between people-
assimilating lives, coordinating modes and expressions
and harmonizing beliefs.

The growing need for studying diverse cultural
phenomena has become a prerequisite in the globalised
world scenario. Because communities are at times at
subsistence level, which makes them dacadent. and
that state may not be working well with changing cultural
perspectives of the people belonging to those
communities. In the present condition of free market
economy and liberalization of capital investment the
common cultural denominalor would, in a large way, be
the t>pical behavioural patteni ofa consumer. The bigger
imperial markets would lure the consumer and the buying
would replace all other fascinations and ever>' other
obsessions. Commodity markets in fact have started
working to attract cultural items that are saleable at a
large sacle. So the notion ofthe much discussed 'popular
culture' ma\’ in its grasp, encompass diverse states and
products related to modes and ways of living.

Artifacts produced by local communities rarely fetch
deserving \alues and such items are also confined
Nsithing specific territories. Enlarged market preferences
only could transform the traditional scene or condition
of cultural goods. The proliferation of IT industry and
technical know how however has introduced malignant
aspects and pseudc cultural offshoots leading to
diseased social condition. So a cultural working strategy
should be able lo accommodate viable social and
economic considerations taking within purview the
changing world\ iew of the people and society, but also
keeping intact the essential pattern of modes and manners.
Culture and society, both are dynamic entities and both
accommodate living principles but that does not do away
the fact that it is man who with his conscious choice
and free will enriches both of them.
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The end of Cold War has led to a corresponding change
in international relations across the globe including South
and Southeast Asia. Earlier India’s relations with its Southeast
Asian neighbours were not consisteiu and featured many
ups and downs at different period of their historical
development However, the end of Cold War hud given a new
opportunity to rehabilitate their relationship. The ASEAN
countries realised that India is becoming an important player
in shaping the future political and security environment in
Asia. They t'Ind India as an emerging economic pow-er, with
the potential to sustain high economic growih rates. India's
economic liberalisation initiated by Prime Minister Rao in 1991
and later BJP leadership under the Bajpayee has opened up
new vistas for regional integration with global economy. As a
result, India formally shaped “Look I-last Policy" to foster
closer economic ties with its East and Southeast Asian
neighbours with emphasis on renewing political and economic
contacts with ASEAN members. It had led to making India a
Sectoral Dialogue Partner of ASEAN in trade, investments,
science and technology and tourism in 1992 , Full Dialogue
Partner of ASEAN in 1995 a member ofASEAN Regional
Forum (ARF) in 1996 and East Asia Summit ,besides
successfully concluded five annual liidia-ASEAN summit
level meetings. Under the present leadership of Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, Look East Policy has been re-energised
with a renewed focus on the role of the Northeast in India’s
vision of the worid and India's place in ihe evolving global
economy. This article examines the opportunity and potential
of Northeast India along with various external and internal
challenges in the context of the regional integration with
Southeast Asian countries in the light of India's Look East
policy. It also suggests recommendations and actions plan
to realise the goals of Look East policy through Northeast.
Alternatively, paper argues that the future development and
stability in Northeast India could be possible with the
successful implementation of the Look East policy ihrough
Northeast.

Gateway in Making;

The geopolitical location ofthe eight states of Nonheast
namely, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh Meghalaya, Manipur.
Mizuram, Nagaland, Tripura and Sikkim occupies an unique
place in entire South Asia. It represents 7.9% of India's

geographical area and 3.8% of India’s total population with
much lower population density. At present, this region is one
of the poorest and underdeveloped regions of South Asia
and worse affected by secessionist movements. It has been
suffering from access to the both domestic and international
markets due to the lack physical connectivity. However
initiation of India’'s Look East policy along with economic
liberalisation opens a new hope to the Northeast. The
following may be described as potential opportunities.

Geography is an opportunity as India’s Northeast is
surrounded by five Asian nations - China, Nepal, Bhutan,
Myanmar and Bangladesh. .Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur,
Mizoram and Nagaland share a 1643 km long border with
Myanmar Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram share
1880 km border with Bangladesh .Arunachal Pradesh, Assam
and Sikkim share a 468 km border with Bhutan. Arunachal
Pradesh and Sikkim share a 1325 km border with China. There
is no doubt, that Northeast India suffers developmental
challenges because of its landlocked conditions created by
colonialism and later post colonial order, which has not been
conducive to the region's economic and political well-being.
However, with the increasing interdependence and regional
cooperation, now Indian policymakers realise the geo-
economic potential of the Northeast region as a gatew'ay to
East and the Southeast Asia. The general perception of
Northeast India as geographically isolated region may be in
near future a potential corridor between SoutheastAsia, China
and India.

Economically, Northeast is blessed with biodiversity,
hydro-potential, oil and gas. coal, limestone, and forest
resources and is ideally suited for a whole range ofplantation
crops, spices, fruits and vegetables, flowers and herbs, much
of which could be processed and exported to neighbouring
countries. It has 38% of the countiy's hydropower potential.
The region has natural gas reserves of 190 billion cubic meters,
coal reserves of 909 million tons, hydroelectric potential
estimated at 49,000 megawatts, oil reserves o f 513 million tons,
limestone reserves of 4933 million tons and a forest cover
accounting for 25% of the country’s highest forest area. The
strengths of Northeast in the age of globalisation and
opportunities created by the process of regional integration
can be summarized as follows- a market o f 800 million people



CDmbining the strengths of coitnirics like Bangladesh.
Hhutan. Southwest China. ASEA>.", and Nepal; it has potential
t(i be future India's power house; the regior provides fertile
soil for cultivating horticultural products, plantation crops,
vegetables, spices, rare herbs, and medicina'. plants fuelling a
"ibrant agro-export processing zone and iilso could be a
i;reen tourism destination with the rare flora and fauna, natural
.cenic beauty, unique perfomiing arts, and \'aried cuisine and
landicrafts; market proximity to South West China and

A.sfa ma™'es J/re 'Northeast a strategic base for
foreign'domestic investors to tap the world's largest market
consisting of South Asian Association of Regiona'
Cooperation (SAARC), Bay of Bengal Iritiative for Muiti
Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC),
and Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and it
has also an excellent intra-regional v.aterw'ay linkages
connecting Bangladesh and Myanmar, giving access to the
ports of Chittagong .Calcutta, and Sittwe.

The cultural ties of Northeast with the Southeast Asian
ethnic groups which is remained conipleiely untapped a)so
brings new opportunity .The most of the ethnic groups of
Northeast India is not Indo-Aryan by origin, but primar ly
consist of peoples of Mongoloid origin who have migrated
here centuries ago from Mongolia, Tibet, China. Thailand.
Burma and other Southeast Asian countries. There is beyt nd
doubt that Northeast India has unique cultural forms and
social practices and maintains interracial bonds and complex
tribal relationships across the interna'ionai borders which
needs lo capitalise for the benefit of the region.

The government of India's policy toward Northeast India
is also recently guided by a host of development strategies,
keeping in the view of Loook East policy and possible
translational economic cooperation. It has created a new
Ministry called DoNER to look after the developmental affairs
in the Northeast. The Finance Minister P.Cidambaram has
recently announced that 10 percent of all spending of uveiy
government department would be in the Northeast. The climate
for investment in the region is also favourable owing to an
almost negligible pollution level, maximum number of
incentives granted by the Govt., and relatively high li'eracy
and English - speaking population across the Northeast. .If
one look at the nuniber of Ind.istrial Entrepreneurs
Memorandum (1EM )filed in the Northeast, it is higher than
the national average. Industrial growth centres of the region
have already been converted into tax-free zones for the next
10 years with incentives on transport, capital investment,
and interest subsidy on working capital for projects. The
Union Government has modified the Northeast Industrial
Policy 1997, and came out anew document the Northeast
Industrial and Investment Promotion Policv. 2007 with the
objective of meeting the aspiration levels of thesi* region
and ensure the speedy industrinl developnu'ni and
promotion of investment.

Challenges from Within and External Environment;
However, Northeast India is not free from challenges.
The w'hole region has been suffering peculiar challenges both
from within and outside environment and has potentially
undermined the curt'ent process of development and regional
integration. It still remains a land of separatist movements

against the Indian Union. A large number of militant groups,
all claim a separate ethnic- homeland or territorv'. based on
ethnic identitv', free trom the control ofNeu Delhi.The aimed
militant groups such as UI.FA (Assam), NSCN-IM. NSCN-
K(Nagaland). PLA(Manipur). UNLF{Tripura). NDFB(Assam)
have been operating on an anti-India radical agenda in the
region verv' actively. The Northeast has become an area of
violence, insecurity, extortion, trafficking, corruption and
repression due to the rise of ethnic based militancy and bad
go™crnance.  sach envfronmenr. fn'ftit and commercc ca/?not
grow and itwill be always stumbling block to the development
in the region.

In the context of external challenges, the most ofinilitant
groups in Northeast engage -n anti India activities from the
neighbouring countries. Due to physical proximity and
cross-cultural linkages betv,'een the Northeast region and
its neighbouring countries, it is ditTicult for the Indian state
to tackle the militancy problem in the region. Fience. Indian
policy makers are not tree from security anxieties ,arising
out of across the inlernational border from Myanmar.
Bhutan, Bangladesh and Pakistan, The presence of mostof
the Northeast insurgent groups including NSCN ofNagaland
and ULFA and NDFB of Assam along the Indian-Myanmar
borders affects the security scenario to the entire region.
Between India and M> anmar. there exist territorial disputes.
Due to absence of effective border mechanism and
communication netw'orks. the illegal border trades are taking
place along with drugs, small anns trafficking. It brings illegal
migrants with infectious diseases such as HIV/AIDS. India's
diplomatic history to dea' with China, as far as Northeast is
concerned is not ver> encouraging. Boundary dispute which
led to border war in 1962 between two countries arc still
remained unsolved. China claims around 36.000 squire miles
of Indian territory in Arunachal Pradesh .'Thus, unsettled
border creates apprehension and block the progress of
comprehensive regional economic integration. Unsettled
border at Kashmir causes disruption inside Indian territory
which touches badly Northeast India too. Both Govt.record
and media reports say “hat there are substantial evidences
of Pakistan based extra regional forces and jahadi groups
are in active in engaging anti India activates in the Northeast.
These forces enter via Bangladesh and Nepal and jeopardise
the security of the region. Apart from, unsettled border,
continuous large scale, undocumented migration from the
Bangladesh and Govt, inability to solve it makes the region
potentially unstable and vulnerable. It results naturally an
unfavourable environment in the region for greater regional
cooperation with the .spiritof Look East policy.
Deaiin}f>vith External Environment:

Two level parallel strategies at internal and external fronts,
constituting botli short and long temi policies could be put
forwarded to realise and achicve the goals of Look East
policy by integrating Northeast with SoutheastAsia As the
region is already heading toward a shared economic
integration with an imagine future "region -states”, India
needs to focus and fulfil the followings in respect o f dealing
with its external environment.

The /ks/ and foremost, India's most important concern is
dealing with Myanmar, India's Myanmar policy is so far not



taking place in a concrete shape primarily due to prevailing
military Junta regime in Myanmar and the security anxieties
coming out ofUie presences of Indian militant groups' across
the Indo-Myanmar borders. It is essential to go for a concrete
rational policy choice which could focus beyond the present
military regime and remove present anxieties and ambiguity.
As Myanmar is the gateway to Southeast Asia and a vital
component for the success of India’'s Look East policy, hence,
India cannot ignore and requires positive eagagemcnl with
Myanmar. This could help India to promote greater national
interest and transform the economy ofthe region significantly.

Secondly, the People Republic of China is also an important
factor in successful realisation of Look East policy as it is
strategically located and it has tremendous political and
economic influences in the region. There fore, both China
and India’'s approach toward Southeast Asian region
including Myanmar should not be counter productive. The
apprehension of the Chinese possible long tern political
inlluence in Myaninar and rapidly growing trade volumes
between two as compared W'ith India cause a concerned
among policy makers India. At the same time, there isagrowing
perception that India’'s Look East policy is basically directed
to counter the growing Chinese economic and strategic
influence in Asia Pacific region. This apprehension could be
repVaced by Tfioie ei'igagemeiil with Chinawith a spirit
ofequality and mutual benefits and remove the possibility of
fiiture potential power rivalr\-. With the same spirit, the region
will fmd a better cross border regional environment for
economic activities if Kunming initiative and Mekong-Ganga
Cooperation countries decide to move together.

Thirdly, a better road and communication network is
required for the realisation of better future of the region.
Physically, India’'s Northeast shares direct border with
Myanmar. India, through its Northeast via Myanmar can
directly link to other Southeast and East Asian countries.
However, in the field of physical connectivity between tw'o
regions are far from satisfactory although some initiatives are
taking place but not materialise due to number of perceived
and real apprehensions. There are certain initiatives for
construction of road, railways and other communication
networks which are mentioned beiow, all are in a proposed
and discussion stage. For example, Kaladan Multi-Modal
Transit Transport Facility 'which sought to establish
connectivity between Indian ports on the eastern seaboard
and Sittwe Port in Myanmar and then through riverrine
transport and by road to Mizoram, there by providing an
alternate route for transport ol'goods to Northeast India) and
Trilateral Highway Project, which proposes to connect Moreh
in Manipur to Mae Sot inThailand via Bagan in Myanmar are
in proposed stage. There are proposal for railway connectivity
from Jirirum in Assam to Hanoi in Vietnum passing through
Myanmar. The rebuilding StiKvell Road-ihe road from Assam'’s
Ledo to the Myitkyina in Myanmar to Kunming, w'hich has a
potential to connect India through Northeast India with the
entire Southeast Asian nations, is also in a proposed stage
All these projects require political and econoinic cooperation
among the states of the region.

Fourthly, there has to be an effective joint border
management supported by well designed institutional
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mechanism lo encourage cross border trade and discourage
illegal border trade in the Indo -Myanmar border as illegal
trade- already over powered the legal trade between two
regions. Along with illegal trade, deadly diseases, drugs and
small arms trafficking are also taking place which provide the
sustaining ground for the militant groups. Hence, permanent
setilement of the disputed border and develop the border
area is necessary for establishing an effective border control
mechanism. This will led to legitimise institutional relationship
between two and also help to tackle militancy problem in the
Northeast region. Thus, developing border region and putting
an effective border management mechanism is need of the
hour-The sensitisation of local communities in the borderlines
and ensuring their participation and act against illegal forces
is also equally important to realise India's vision of regional
integration.

Fifthly India should capitalise Noilheast India’s historical
and traditional cross -cultural linkages with Southeast Asian
region as a soft power resources. This is completely ignored
in the past which was a possibility for cross -cultural region
building much before. It is never featured in India’s foreign
policy making. Therefore, India needs to explore more
meaningful engagement in cultural line and promote cross-
border economic activities by fully exploiting Northeast
\niiia’s history 'and caitViTe.

Sixthly, as trade and commerce grows in the form of
regional common market with a possibility'of establishment
offree trade area by 2016, it is necessary to think ofacommon
house in a form of a Regional Economic and Trading
Cooperation (RETC) inthe line ofglobal trading practices to
ensure Iree and fair competition, remove tariffand non-tariff
barriers and standardise the trading system among the
participants' countries. This trasnsnational body also can
look after the possible trade disputes and provide a platform
for dispute settlement. It should look into balance trade
practices, encourage competitiveness, promote mutual
partnership, innovation and ensure sustainable development
in the region. It can also look into the matter of possible
market expansion in near future with other regions and global
organisations.

Dealing with Domestic Envirotunent;

Along w'ith the externa! sphere, India needs to adopt
practical strategies at the domestic front. It needs to reorient
domestic sphere toward outer world by replacing old inward
looking approach to catch up the cuirent pace of development
at global level. Without the change of mindset and refomi at
domestic level, it isdifficult to ensure development and realise
greater regional goals, opens up by the Look East policy. In
this regard,//>.s7 and foremost concern is tackle insurgency
and maintains law' and order situation. India's inability to
contain prolonged insurgency and violence in the region now
become amajor obstacle to today cross-border region building.
Hence, govt, should give utmost priority with sincerity to solve
the problem through political dialogue and constitutional
an'angement and not resorting military' means. After all it is
govt, responsibility to remove the genuine grievances raised
by own people and eradicate the ground lor insurgency.
Othewise, opportunities created by the Look East policy would
never be materialised successfully. If insurgency continues it



is difficalt to attract foreign investment and possible
transnati jnal cooperation.

Secoidly, ensure humiui security and create better iiuman
resourcfs is must in the cun'ent context to keep the pace of
deveiopmen! in today competitive environment, india and
Northeast region are legging far behind if we compare with the
ASEAN nations. Although poverty index showing some
progreis in recent years still nearly 25% populations are living
below the poverty line. India's health sector performance
including northeast is disma) with deadly diseases including
HIV/alDS and malnutrition which affect the poorest quarter of
the populace. Recent report shows the increasing rate of HiV'
AID S infections especially in Manipur, Nagaland and border
area? of Indo-Myanmar border. In education, fndia has a low
litericy rate 0f 65.4% .Some o fthe Norteast states are doing
wel' but all are low as compared to ASEAN nations and
China. Moreover, due to lack ofgood infrastructure, quality
edtcation and absence of critical faculty in the specialised
fie d, the region may find out of place in this juncture and
mfy not grab the opportunity of competitive advantage.
o{:ens up by the current wave of the regionalism. It is high
time for the govt.policy makers to promote quality education
and create socially responsible human re.sources to ensure-
e.Tective social and economic participation for overail
i.'evelopment in the region. Due to its locality and favourable
climatic condition, the region may be a potential education
'lub ifsystematicaily improve the overall infrastructure with
joth national and outside participation and encourage
students from outside the region including foreign students.
This will boost not only regional economy but also will have
a considerable impact on growth and de\eiopment of local
knowledge economy in the region.

Thirdly, one of the main reason for Northeast
backw'ardness and remained as isolated region of the world
isitsvery low level ofmobiiit)'ofpopulaiion. In other worc's.
most of the communities of northeast are less mobile
communities and hardly expose and mix up with ouiside
people. This makes northeast people inherently backward
and less competitative.As aresult, gromh and development
among local communities at stake. It time to come out of old
mindset and avail the opportunities and take part in the
competitive economic environment, 'n this regard, the old
colonial policy and partly post colonial order are also
responsible for making this region isolated and not provide
opportunities to interact with outside world. For exa?nple.
the old inner line permit system introduced by the Bri'ish is
still in operation and even Indian national cannot enter
without permission of concern state authorities in th * state
of Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh,Mizorum . The advocate
of local community rights is also champion lo put in practice
this law pemianendy in the names of preservation of tribal
culture and identities. This policy mustgo in order to realise
balance economic development and empower loca® people
to compete and participate for their own wellbeing. The tribal
culture, identity and their community rights can be preserved
through other means, not putting barrier like inner li le permit
system. It is also necessar\' to ensure local communities
participation in the overall process of regional *conomic
activities. For realising such goal, it is necessary lo enhance

people to people contact, community to community dialogue
by emphasising more people friendly exchanges between
tvo .-egions.

u)urihly considering the Northeast India natural resource
patejjtial and possible foreign investment in the region, it is
nec *ssar\' to think and adopt a sustainable development model
and promote ‘‘green economy” which is ecologically viable
and sustainable without compromising the interest of
Northeast. The region, due to its magnificent natural beauty,
biodiversity, wildlife, unique flora and fauna and locational
ac.vantages, could be develop and “ran.sform into an Asian
tc urism hotspot and agro-biotechnology hub. hi this regard, a
regional resource centre could be created for promoting
knowledge based development in the region. .It will help
(apacit\’ building, give scope for trans -national learning and
bridge the gap between local and transnational knowledge.

Finally, leadership is equally a crucial factor and northeast
, atthisjuncture, is having leadership crisis in almost all fronts.
Public leadership ollen are found to be involved frequently
with misuse o fpublic office add property, comiption. communal
and criminal activities, violation of rule of law, indiscipline
behaviour etc. Even all political paities have been involved
with populist policies without having a definite future vision.
It paralyses the overall development in the region. Hence,
eiTective and visionary leadership is need of the hour and it
has to come trom the within own society, For that, local
societies need to empower and make credible and democratic
to look after their own affairs, Moreover, exiting institutions
like Ministr>" of DoNER. the Northeast Council need to be
strengthen with more power to deal with regional economic
maiters with its external environment and multilateral initiatives
such as BIMSTEC, M(iC, Kimming initiative etc. Proper
planning, implementation and coordination are required and in
this respect Nortiieasi states need to empower with similar
power to deal with its neighbouring countries. Then only shared
vision of transnational cooperation and balance development
in the region could be achieved.

To conclude, can we imagine a possible "region-states’?
('an Northeast India find it meaningful place and become a part
ofthe greater Asian society?Al! these w'ill be part our reality
which is not far from , provided meaningftil, sustainable
dialogue and equitable economic arrangements could be
achieved among the Asian states on the basis the principle of
equality, mutual benefit and respect for peaceful coexistence.
Northeast [ndiacanplay avital role in bridging the gap between
India and Southeast Asia due to its physical and geographical
proximif>', ethno-cultural linkages in the light of present wave
of translational region building. Closer political and economic
ties between Northeast India and Southeast Asia will definitely
bring peace and development in the region and will pave the
way for regional market integration. Integration will invariably
provide an alternative opportunity to solve the on-going
conflicts in Northeast in the long run. Therefore, it is necessary'
to think beyond the Northeast region and replace the old
geopolitics of colonial and post colonial construction by the
present geo-economic order of regionalism. Hence, a shared
political and economic integration of India's Northeast with
Southeast Asia in the context of imagine a new Asia is not an
option but a necessity, in present times.



CLONING

CREATE A

The day may nol be that far away when the hollyw'ood
thrillers like 'the 6th day' and 'cloned' may be a reality.
Already, people have rang farewell to the era of physics
where we split the atom and tirn silicon into computing
power & have entered ihe prophase of liiotech Centur>'

The urge of the human brain to become supreme and
immortal has led him to challenge the mighty nature. He is
a few steps back from creating God's bes\ creation though

he has to use God's creation itself to produce more of its
kind.

What is Cloning :
A British biologist JBS Heldane in 1963 coined the word
b'il\ word detwed fTom the greek

klon that means, 'sprout’ or 'twig'. Cloning refers to the
process of production of many genetically identical copies
of an individual by asexual production. In other words
cloning refers to the method of reproduction apart from
sexual mating process of reproduction and by using this

method an exact genetic (DNA) copy of an individual can
be produced.

Types of Cloning :

1. DNA Cloning : This type of cloning is also called
Adult DNA cloning lo distinguish it from embiyo cloning.
In this type of cloning a vegetative reproductive cell, e.g.,
skin cell, is taken out of an individual and its nucleus is
extracted. This extracted nucleus is planted into an unfertilized
female egg (after removing its nucleus). The muhiplication
is allowed to get a genetic copy of an individual.

2. Embryo Cloning : This cloning is used to produce
twins, triplets having similar genetic code. In this type of
cloning the same process as in DNA cloning is repeated
with a cell extracted from an embryo. The basic point of
difference between embryo cloning and adult cloning is that
in aduh DNA clonipg, the clone formed will be like the
individual while the clone formed by embryo cloning would
be like the embryo and not the real parents of the growing
embryo.

3. Therapeutic cloning : in this process the nucleus
from a zygote is replaced by the nucleus of an individual.
It is basically used to produce organs for transplantation.
The new zygote is allowed to grow up and a further removal
of tissue is made from, the desired part for transplantation.

It is somewhat like tissue culture of an organ, w'hich is to
be transplanted.

Historj"

f-ians Dreish was succcssful in creating twin sea urchins
Bom a two-celled embr>'o in late 1800s,

Hans Spemman developed identical salamanders from
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embr>'o and founded the technique of embryo cloning in
1902.

In 1951, DNA cloning of liog Italics was successfully
carried out.

In 1960s Dr. J. Crudon carried out an experiment to clone
a vertebrate

Sheep and cow' embr>'o were cloned in 1960. In Feb, 1997
Dr. lan Wilmut of Roslin Institute. Scotland unveiled the
sheep dolly cloned from the cell of a 6 years old ewe by
nuclear transfer process.

In 1997, Cumulina- a batch of 50 mice were born on 3rd
oct, 1997 at University of Hawaii.

\99&- PaiT of caK'iis wete hoTn in ~shiWawa
livestock Research center. Japan.

2000- Five piglets were born in Virginia, US produced by
PPL Therapeutics from an adult sow

2001- C. Kitten was cloned in Texas using a ceil from
'Rainbow’' a tortoise shell cat.

July 5, 1996- Dolly was born by using DNA cloning
method,

2002- Controversial announcement by ‘clonaid’ regarding
the birth of 2 human elones.

2004 (Feb. 12)- South kerean Researchers became the Ist
to successfully clone a human embryo.

Human cloning : A Boon or A Curse.

As ever)'thing under the sun has its bright and dark
sides, the issue of human cloning also has the same. On the
one hand, it may be a great leap for human kind & humanity
as a whole whereas on the other hand its potential abuse
would trigger shock waves among humans. Australia, E.U.
Britain, America has allow-ed cloning (therapeutic) for
research prupose but never the cloning of humans. In 2005,
UN has adopted a vagualy worded and non-binding 'United
Nations Declaration on Human Cloning'. India has totally
banned human cloning in all its forms. Nevertheless, the
issue remains the same, is cloning a boon or a curse?

Advantages of cloning

1. Fighting diseases : Cloning wili help in removal of

genetic diseases if some changes are made in the nucleus
of a cell and the gene causing genetic disease is removed,
and the modified nucleus is allowed to multiply by using
cloning method. Such cloning w'ill lead to a new treatment
for diseases like diabatese, Haemophilia, AIDs etc. After 10
years, it may be possible that scientists will be able to
reprogramme human cells without having to rely on human
eggs and embryos at all by cellular DNA remodelling. By
studying cloning, scientists hope to figure out how to lake
a full grown adult cell, restart the clock and transform it into

1



an ent rely new tissue. Then when we have a heart attack,
doctors will take one of our skin ceils, remodel i( into heart
tissue; and repair all the damaged pans of the hean W\ith new.
healtly cells. Such direct remodelling could hea'i fracture of
the bone, trauma, bums, kidney malfunction and so on.

2. Transplantation of organ.s : Cloning car, be used for
tranfplanting organs from clone to the individual whose
organs have failed or have been lost in accident. Scientists
are attempting to create transgenic pigs which have human
genes. Their heart, liver or kidneys /night be u.sable as organ
tratisplants in human. This would save many lives; thousands
of people die each year wailing for available human organs.
Ofce achieved, rransgenetic animals could be cloned to
produce as many organs as are needed.

3. Transgenic Animals

F:>tperience gained in cloning
jMay add to our understansing
cf genetics. Researchers have
|)roduced transgenic animals.
These are genetically altered
typically in order to produce
human hormones or proteins in
its milk. These materials can be
separated from the milk and
used to heal liumans. Cloning
would produce as many
genetically altered animals as
are needed.

4. improving genetic
potential of Humans: Genetic
potenlia! of human beings can
be improved and a genetically
developed breed will come into
existence whose immunity is
greater than existing human
beings and further more it is
possible that such creatures
have high adoptive capacity.

Moreover, parents who are known lo be at risk of passing
a genetic defect to a child could m.ake use of cloning.

5. Designer babies : Scientist', are already talking of
designer babies. The marriage of cloning and ii-vitro
fertilisation techniques makes it 'heoretically possible to
genetically engineer our children. Cjenes that offer a "enefit-
say, added height or inteliigence- could be incorporated into
embryos. Defective genes that trigger a disease or disabilit>
- such as cystic tlbrosis or alcoholism - could be disarmed.

6. Reservoir of Spare Parts : Cloning could produce a
reservoir of'spare parts'. Fertilised ova could be cbned into
multiple zygotes; one could be implanted in the woman and
allowed lo develop into a noniiai baby, the other zygotes
could be frozen for future use. In the event that the child
required a bone marrow iranplant, one of the zygotes could
be taken out of storage, implanied and allowed to mature to
a baby and theji conlribute some of its spare bone marrow
to its(earlier) identical twin. B.m ' marrow can be harve.-"ed
from a person without injuring them.

7. Hope for issueless couples : Cloning might produce
greater understanding of the causes of misctrriages; this
might lead to a treatment to prevent spontaneous abortions.

Th\s would be immense help for women who can not bring
a loctus to term.

Disadvantages of cloning :

1. Health Risks from Mutation of
genes : The technique is extremely risky right now. An
a'“nonnal baby would be a night mare come true. A particular
v.orr\' is the possibilit\ that the genetic material used from
the adult will continue to age so that the genes in a newborn
baby clone could be, day. 40 years old or more on the day
of birth. Many attempts at animal cloning produced
disfigured monsters w'irh severe abnomialities. This would
rnean destroying those that look imperfect in the womb.
Furthermore, some abnonnalities may arise only after birth.
Dolly, the sheep, died preniaturcly of several lung diseases

in Feb. 2003 and also suffered from
arthritis at an unexpectedly early
agf-probably linked to the cloning
process.

2. F.motionaf Risks
grows up knowing her mother is her
sister, her grandmother is her mother.
Her lather is her brother-in-law.
Kver)iime her mother looks at her
she is seeing herself Rowing tip.
Unbearable emotional pressures will
emerge on a teenager trying to
establish his or her identit). What
happens to a marriage when the
'fathei’ sees his wife's clone grow
up into the exact replica of the
beautiful JS years old he foil in love
with 35 years ago? Or may be the
child knows it is the twin of a dead
brother or sister. What kind of
pressures wiil he or she feel, knowing
they were tnade as a direct
replacement for another? The child
wril be brought up in a highjy

abnormal household;0ne where griefhas been diverted into

making acloneinstead of adjusting to loss. The family
environment will be totally different than that the other twin
experienced. Thai itseif will place great pressures on the
emotional development of the child.

3. Risk of Abu.se of the Technology : Mankind has been

witness to an overriding abuse of scientific discoveries; we
have seen the proliferiition of WM D and the spectre of germ
and chemical warfare. Definitely, there would be leaders
abusing this technology which may create havoc for the
entire human race. At the end, personally | would support
the good use oi'human cloning as it any help us to produce
several eminent personalities of various fields e.g. Dr, APj
Kalam, Al Gorc.Anartya Sen and many more and keep them
immortal however the ethical issues related to the same need
to be solved tirst. Lets wail for that bright dawn and ask
ourselves can a man create a belter self 'we all are in an

ethical dilemmal.*!*
Source™-
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GOD AND
DEVIL

existence,
GOOD OR

EVIL

Himangshu Prabal Goswanii

TOC 2rd e, Dipt, of Cheristry

'An apology to the devil; it must be remembered
that we have heard only one side of the case. God or
his sons have written all the so called holy books.'

“Higgledy Figgledl. Samiel Butler

GOD - a name all and sundry knoweth. A name
everyone has been taught to respect, worship, love,
pray... from time immemorial. A baby opens its eyes,
feeds from its mother: time comes when it is able to
help itselfwith its food, grows up to feed itself; tracing
back to its past life, despite all its knowledge attained
can never seem to remember when first learnt the
name 'God'. It bangs its head on the wall, smashes its
fists, slacks all its memories but can not ferret down
the name God - to its ab initio. May be its mother,
it thinks, its papa, teacher, guide, books! Lastly, it
gives up and goes on to do its work and eventually
dies. For it, God becomes a savoir faire, attained
spontaneously.

We are the same 'never known' - who taught us
the art of Godliness; taken for granted, and believed
it to be our mentor. The Mahabharata says, the
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Ramayana reveals, the Bible speaks, the Quran claims,
the Geeta bangs the nail on the head - there is the
necessity of a divine aura who is good, does no wrong
and so are his- followers and sons. For our own
purpose, we necessarized the existence of God, whose
existence is itself satisfactorily at ease - Great Old
Dogma.

Coming to the point, nobody likes its much when
we 'attempt to peel away the accretions of myth,
histor>', dogma and sacrament that cloud the origin of
the chosen faith of God'. They are liable to accuse us
of atheism, blasphemy, syncretism, as if we combine
all religions to one - 'NOUGHT"'. But sarcastically
enough, our belief system do little more than dabble
in devotion, backing off'quickly when ever our lifestyle
becomes too incompatible with heavenly disciplines;
when we can not figure out a panacea for our can of
worms, we snivel 'God save me'. But has such
gardening ever; ever led the God thing come to the
rescue! Now' again | will be argued. 'God is not a
thing!" Well! God really is 'nothing’. God, it seems, is
just a verb or noun.



slow, we are always told about the virtues of

i - 'by w hom ", sages, hermits, mendccanis.
ghtened ones etc. But how do we know they are
aking none but the truth. T hey might have just
sed on some halftruths with some added spices
lark the glory of God. Still, there are flaws anc
can find malice in the deeds of the Moly O ne.
.et it be illustrated, G eeta tells - "Truth is the

atest dharma’. Then w hy did K rishna ‘an

irnation of G od' persuade the m an of truth,
listira to lie? - 'for a better dharma?'" Then Geeta
alse else Krishna is two faced. Either of these
firm the atrocity in G od.

A halya, the wife of

li Gautama committed adulter)' to Indra. Y et, she

egarded by Vishwamitra as a pure female- a
habhaga'. This exhibits adultery is not a sin or
iw'amitra is wrong, again adding fuel to the lire

jodliness being grim A gain Draupadi- claimed
e loyal to each of her husbands, always hid the
that she was raped by the serpent king Vasuki.
ler death. Thus Draupadi is sacrileged - an
goer and V asuki - a G od, another sinner by
unitting the most heineus of crimes. If this fact
concocted allegation then the M ahabharata is a

Kand bull story. Hence a book written by G od's

sa lack the rectitude of truth and thus is not a

book. The incident when Rama killed Vali for
good any reason, could not be explained by
niki exactly. In the sam e Ramayana, R am a

)ccts his wife Sita, asks her to prove her chastity
once but twice. If Rama is a G od; he ought to
imniscient and know' Sita is a paragon of virtues.
Rama can not be regarded as an incarnation.
1 if really, Sita is such, then the Puranas are

hical, avowing Sita to be one of the five chaste

es. That being so, how can one so simply agree

jod being always virtuous when all his books
ys from the straight and narrow- - the vital vigour
)evil. So, God - '"Go On Devil".

Definitely, we need an other side to this fancy -

Students'unrestis notanew thing. Students

w hether God is evil or Devil is good. Ipso facto
Devil too has lot of good deeds up his sleeve,
ne pus ultra is in the M ahabharata - the allianc
Kama and Dur>'odhana. If really Duryodhani
epitome o f m alevolence adhere to Kar
com radeship so 'loyally' that they are regarde
the greatest duo of all eras, the Devil can nc
ascertained to be evil. W hy Ravana. the king p
all devils performed everyday all the holy ritua

Gods. W hy did not the devrilr> in him stop

:Jow'ing to the Brahmana-Sandhyas, the G a;

M antra, Suryanamaskara etc. Likewise there
numerous deities to the devil who are real cv
their blackest of hearts, vet has done reallv i
things; but lay hidden within the mocking tak
the good God. Thereby, it is quite unwise reconc
to the fact of Devil being evil; H e is indet
gentleman.

So, what we or 1 have know 'n is this; God
Devil can be conceived as a sState of muilL
exclusive opposities buttw 'o aspects ofthe same re
fidelity that co-exist and are in constant conti
mutual co-operation. Thus every religious backagn
lave great difficulty 'penetrating the negative elen
W ords like oblivion, nothingness and void conjure i
devilry pictures; the idea that behind the entire we

plenitude is a 'no-thing'- let alone that we'd w a
oin with it - can be a bit unsettling. "Paradoxi(
(the essence of both G od and Devil is a t

paradox), what is perceived as empty can als

perceived as full, in sense of infinite potenti
ZERO". God or Devil, neither ofthem exists. *
was necessar)' for man to invent them ages a?*

'necessity is the mother of invention so as to a

satisfaction of how being in this earth. But
considering the present state m an is - G od is ¢
B utthe species man is, perhaps G od is hiding in t
w herein the Devil's eyes gleam There is dark

there, which is nothing, but a veil cast by G od sc

we do not see what He actually is doing.

the educated citizens ofourcountry. N aturally

‘'uture darkness m akes the minds o fthe educated young people angry. Students'unrestisnotan

problem

think about its future plans and program m es.

highereducation.

in various ways. B utdo the students oftoday

B efore independence the aim o ftheirthoughts was only independence. Butnow Indiaha

he Govt, oflndia have to spend crores ofrupees

R eally this era is full o fplans and program m es. So, they haveto spend theirener”

suddenly becom e mentally deranged? Have we

sym pathy forour M otherland? A re we hankering after chaos and disorder? A re we influenced by

foreign pow er?

- Diganta Khargharia : 1966/ 42nd is’



Forests:

The word ‘forest' is derived from the Latin word 'Foris’
meaning outside, the reference apparently being to a village
boundary offence. Thus, originally, a forest must have included
ail uncultivated and uninhabited land. Today a forest is any
land managed for the diverse purposes of forestrv'. whether or
not covered with trees, shrubs, climbers or such other
vegetation.

Technically, forest to be defined as an area set aside or
maintained under vegetation for any indirect benefits, namely
climatic, protective or environmental and or for production of
wood and non-wood products.

In the legal sense, a forest can be defined as an area of
land notified to be a forest under a forest law.

Forests are a striking feature of land surface. The forests
of a country are a natural asset of great value, which, unlike
mineral resources are renewable and can be kept perpetually
protected, productive and useful; under proper management.
Forests represents the largest, most complex and most self-
generating of all ecosystems. They cover about one-third of
the land area of the world and constitute one-half of the total
biomass.

According to the Agricultural statistics, India has a forest
areaof67.4 mha. However, according to the forestry statistics
in the brochure. 'India’s forests, 1980, the area of forests in
Indiain 1978-79 stood at74.8 m ha.

History:

The earlli is about 4500 m years old. Fossil evidences
show that the oldest living creature is hardly 1,600 m years
old, the oldest fossil being of an algae. Fossil evidence also
show that the first land plant in India appeared sometime about
450 m years ago, and in course o fabout 100 m years it evolved
into various genus and species. The vegetation developed
gradually. About 300 m years ago, the forests in India were
gigaiitic, as confirmed by rich coal deposits in various parts of
the country formed as a result o f physico-chemical processes
and abundant vegetation. Palaeo-botanical evidence testifies
that Assam, Bengal and eastern part of Bihar were covered
with dense forests more than 135 m years ago,

FORESTS
IN
INDIA

Binod Kr. Dey

TEC Jrdlyesr. Cad, of Zdlagy

Forestsurveyofindia:

In 1965, the Government of India in collaboration with the
Food and Agriculture Organisation of ihe United Nations
intiated a project called the Pre-Investment Survey of Forest
Resources and started h in three zones of the country, namely,
northern, central and the southern. The work was later
continued independently by the Government of India and has
now taken shape in the Forest Survey of India from 1981. This
survey has collected very valuable information of the forest
resources of the countr>'. The work has been complemented
over an area of 60 m ha over various catchments. Based on
latest inventory techniques, the Pre-Investment Survey Forest
Survey oflndiahave collected valuable information on various
characteristics like number of trees per hectare according to
diameter classes, species dispersion, total volume per hectare,
volume per hectare by utility classes etc.

Up to 1979-80, man-made forests were created in India over
an area of about 3.68 m ha. The target of creation of such
forests during the Sixth Five Year Plan is2.32 m ha. During the
year 1981-84, the number of plants planted annually in India
increased from about 132 crores to 232 crores, while the target
for 1984-85 planting is 250 crores.

Apart from wood, forests are important for a large number
of other products, e.g. bamboo, tendu leaves, oilseeds, tans
and dyes, kutch and katha gums, pine resin lac and honey,
drugs, spices, insecticides, edible products, mahua flowers,
tamarind, cashew, clove etc. fibres and flosses and distillation
products ofwood etc.

Agro-Forestry In India:

Agro forestry commonly known as tlie Taungya system
started in Burma in 1862 and came to India first in Bengal for
raising sal in conjugation with agricultural crops in 19! 1. It
was extended to Uttar Pradesh first for sal plantations in
Gorakhpur in 1923 and was later extended to other divisions
for sal and other species. The system as now practised in
India consists in leasing out the forest land to cultivators
under an agreement by which the cultivators enjoy the land
for a period of two to three years. The use of land is allowed
free of rent and in return the cultivators raise the forest



planlation.s of the desired species.

Forest Utilisation:

The process of harvesting, converting and disposal of
wood and otlier forest products is called forest utilisation and
is an important branch of forestr™ Forest produce can be
broadly classified into wood, i.e.. timber and fuel or what has
often been called the major forest produce, and non-wood
products, sometimes through erroneously called minor forest
products. Forests utilisation deals with the process of felling
and conversion of trees in the forest or outside, tra'isport of
wood indifferent types ofterrain by various modes ofiransporl.
storage ofwood, setting up ofsawmills and wood \\orkshops
and systems of extraction, dispose.! and organisation o f forests
labour, as also scientific extraction and utiiisation ofall non-
wood products.

Forests utilisation also deals with the structure ofwood of
various forest-species, the physical and mechanical properties
ofwood, the chemislry o fwood *nd wood components, wood-
water relationships and defects "~ ftimber.

Importance of forests:

Forests are a major factor of environmental conservation
and control extremes o f heat a?id cold, rendering the climate
more equable. Forests afford protection to animals and crops
against strong, cold or hot and dry winds, and rays o f the sun
and prevent dessication and vegetative retrogression. Forests
enrich the soil with fallen leaves and debris and Increase its
depth, porosity and water storage capacity. Fcrests help to
prevent soil erosion, landships, shifting sands and sitting up
and consequent overflowing of rivers, thus reducing the
dangers of floods. Forests are the home ofwild'ife and afford
important aesthetic and touristic values.

Forest Management:

Any forest consists of a large no. of trees. Each tree
represents a certain volume of wood. Methods of measuring
height and volume of trees have been developed. Standard
methods have been developed to calculate volume of different
trees species and crops. Volume tables show fo-' a given species
the average contents of trees or togs for given dimensions.
Besides volume tables, Yield tables are importaiit for crops. Yield
tables give the .standing volume ofa crop plus the total volume
removed in thinnigs, since its establishment .is a more or less
even aged stand or the sum ofthe final and intermediate yields.

Forest management envisages optimum return on the
capital consistent with meeting the national requirements at
reasonable prices. In India in particular, fcrests are all most
entirely under Government control. This envisages supply of
forest products of reasonable rates to meet the public
requirements.

The jTiost important object of forest managejTient is to
maintain and improve site qualit}. in some cases, forests are
maintained merely for physical protectior of the .soil and the
site. This is so. specially w'here the terrain is steep or vevy
steep of the soil is liable to erosion. Ap irt from such areas
forests are managed to >ield optimum yield o f forests products,
In such cases it is vital that forest nianagjment should aim at
least on sustained yield of forest products, and in fact
increasing yield of such products. Sound forest management
ensures adequate regeneration of forests all the time.
Regeneration may be by seed or by coppice. Regeneration
may be obtained by natural methods or by practices analogous

to horticulture. i,e.. by clearing an area and planting. Forests
are managed under the uniform or the selection system. The
uniform system envisages distribution of different age classes
in different areas, while under the selection system it is
envisaged that all age classes would be present practically in
every hectare of forest,

I'otal forest area surveyed for maps by staked (area
,000 ha)

Sr, Stale Total  Surveyed forest Reserved
No forest area as per forest area
area information surveyed as
ofMinistr>' per information
ofAgriculture given by
Survey of
India
1 2 3 4
1, Andhra Pradesh 6410 2628 1651
2. Bihar 3059 474
3. Gujarat 1868 1410 335
4, Himachal Pradesh 2158 132
5 Karnataka 3510 2150 144)
6. Kerala 1059 270 270
7. Madhya Pradesh 17169 3072 3072
8 Maharashtra 6658 2415 3491
9. Orissa 6746 356
10. Rajasthan 3760 103
11. Tamil Nadu 2214 1669 1669
12. Uttar Pradesh 4872 4710 1315
13. West Bcnga! 1183 686 686
14. Other states8546 No information available
15. Union Territories6061 No infonnation available

Total 75273 11542 13935

Forest Working Plans.

Forest Working Plans are important documents usually
printed, for each division, describing in detail the summary of
basic facts on which the proposals are made and prescribing
the methods for fuuire management and detailed prescriptions.
Among the sumary of facts are descriptions of the tract,
configuration of the groimd, geology, rock and soil, climate,
rain fall water supply, forest distribution, legal position, forest
boundaries, right and concessions, composition of forests,
injuries to w-hich crops are liable, details about the utilisation of
the produce, agricultural customes and requirements of the
people, market, lines of export and current prices of various
forest products. But in India, there have been serious
setbacks in forest management also. According to Shankar
Ranganathan. a professionally trained forester turned
industrialist, who has been writing briJiiantiy on ecology,
forestiy and agro-forestry and agro-forestry during the last
10 years, India lost. Over 40 m ha of forested land during the
last one hundred years, but more so from the start of world
war Il. Srripped of forest cover, such lands have been
cultivated for a few years and then abandoned, because the
land could not sustain agriculture, and now such lands are
rapidly turning into desert and in the process ruining good
agricultural land. According to official figures, India lost over
4m ha of forests between 1941 and 1976 for agriculture and
other purposes, but there seems little doubt that
Raneanathan's estimate is more on the correct side»>



GOIMANAI GOINMTONIANST

Heremba Prasad Barua

Ex-Cottonian

O’er flowering fields of youthful past,
‘Tis sweet a lingering look to cast:
Oh, would those days (may) ever last!
Cottonial Cottoniansl

The vanished days! So sad, so sweet!
Sosweet it isold friends to meet

And beat old grounds with knowing feet!
Cottonia! Cottoniansl

Cottonial All hail to thee!

Well dost thou hold thy sons in fee;
We greet thee right all heartily!
Cottonia! Cottoniansl

And Kamarupa, Land of yore.

Thou land of learning, land of lore
We sing thy praises ever morel
Cottonia! Cottoniansl

Thou land of beauty, virtue, truth,

Of freedom-loving valiant youth.

Of noble deeds and thoughts forsooth!
Cottonia! Cottoniansl

Thy glories we will aye enshrine.

Thy precious past will ever shine;
[llume our path with Light Divine,
Cottonial Cottoniansl

Dispell the darkness of the age.

With wisdom- thine own heritage.

And guide us through our pilgrimage,
Cottonia! Cottoniansl

And in thy wisdom we rejoice

And sing our song in tunc all choice.
With prayerful heart, full-throated voice,
Cottonial Cottoniansl

(Composedin theyear 1916)

EBEAUNRUL SRNG

Nilakshi Bhuyan

ooy, Dy, ofRtery

Canyou hear?
Orchestra of aeuphonious music inthe air?
Elegance of prosaic feelings blossomed;

.With a mellifluous flare?

Never did 'Nature' more merrily rejoice
Beholding thy glamour with a timber voice
Every fragrance of nature sings.

Yeah! That's the splendidly touch of mighty Spring.
Spreading of the budding twigs claim,
Glory of the blossomy flowers say,
'Fragrance that last forever

Moments are these of gaiety A pleasure'.
Singing of the wanderous cuckoo.
Fluttering of their lydian wings,

Avoice so sweet and thrilling

Could be heard only inthese days of Spring.
Charming glare of the newborn smiles
Dawny sk/that surrounds the earth

Rays cherished by this beautiful Spring,
Includes all the very beauty.

That Nature can bring.



THE G-ANCED "ME

Monika Borgohain

HS layer QET)

It was a life engulfed in the happiness
Which | thought was only for me,
Never did | look back nor think
Before taking any major step.

Carefree, smiling face were my domain
Live life to the fullest was my idea

And true to it, never did | look back nor
think.

Beautiful though the world might seem

Why isthen it isnot the same for me?

Was it such a big mistake

Which has kept my life at stake

Every minute, every second | feel the threat
from within.

The moments of momentary joy

Turned my life to a permanent sadness.
Unable | am to find a solution

Life or death are my only two options.

Time has killed the child in me

I now find myself alone and lonely.
Whether to live or to die

Unable to decide | cry.

The moments of goodness harvested by me
seem to lose in oblivion,

Hope not the fearful ghastly eyes

Pointing out to me

Reassured by the omnipotent
| would like to live,

The promises | have made

| assure to keep.

Though | hope everything would pass
Life would become a steady truth.
Everything being healed inthe long run
But will | ever be able to get

back my cherished youth....

A MOONUT Nis HT

Konkona D_utta
b 1dyear (e

How lovely moonlit night this is.

| felt as | walked in the garden,

There's left not a piece of burden

In my mind, and my heart filled with bliss.

Charged with palmy silence,

The atmosphere was highly enchantir”®.

The fire-flies were glittering.

And these signified the moonlit night's real essence.

The entire nature being clothed

In the silvery robes of moonlight.
Any my eyes were struck with wonder
When the crags even shone bright.

The leaves danced in the cool breeze.
The trees whispered love to each other.
And my soul was thrilled

As the flowers emitted fragrance.

My thoughts flew high up to the sky

As | looked towards the twinkling stars.

Encircling the moon, the stars

Whispered something to the moon with a bit of shy.

Too tried to converse with the moon

But the moon with a smiling appearance.

Showered upon me its mild light leaving me obmutes-
cence

But its light seemed to



THESIOR”IVI

Preety Nath

0TIt e, Dy, of Gty

Came and touched me a gust of chilly wind-

Stirring anavalanche of memories inthe mind.

The same wing which once had tempted me...

To be with you,

Is now filling the null A void spaces of my soul.

Like a storm, you came to my yard;

Awfully soothing was your presience in my heart.
After those long hours of sweat and dii™t.

Owing to the fickle and heart warming peace,
Somehow, | let myself to be with you, on lease.

Even today, after all these time when the storm has
passed.

The uprooted hopes, shattered wishes d collapsed
happiness.

Frowns at me and laments at my heart's burden.

Oh! what a dark situation, time has put me into!!
Perhaps, you are gone... forever... never to look back!
If only, to right the wrongs, that we had made.

Still amongst this darkness too, somewhere, a flame.
Burns within me with the fuel of longings; and
luminates my long sunken aspirations which

Slowly and stealthily drags me to my destination.
Thus, | keep myself alive for the long cherished day

INSCOVINIAC

Uddipana Kalita

TOCIstyesr, Dyt ofZodayy

The silencc of the night is sheltered by my own heart-
beat

Someone said, Time flies by....

He was not right! Here it makes a slow retreat....

No words to speak, no soul to hear,

You are your own Years....

Sleep in her silky robes never comes
from the distant land;
Her ego too great to leave her castle grand.

Talking to the shadows alone...
| stand.

‘Canyou get me a sweet dream?'. | ask, knowing fully
well.

| can never pay the hefty bill!

Loneliness is a deadly microbe...

And yes it Kills...

10



FINAL

DESTINATION

Bandana Chowdhury

Beside her study table, she laid tense on her bed, as she
knew that her results would be out that very day, at night
she was an under-graduate, who was awaiting her
graduation result. Just then, someone knocked at the door.
She got up from her bed and opened the door of her hostel
room and found that it was Seema, her ebullient room-
mate who had come back after a walk. - 'Mayuri, why
are you so tense. You scare me, yaar', said her room-
mate. "You are popular for your winsome ways and admired
for your complete sang-froid even during times of difficulty.
So, better stay as you always are'. - 'l am sorry dear.
Actually I am... err... em... hmm... ehh...,'” Mayuri felt
short ofwords as she thought of the forthcoming reactions
of her family who was in Guwabhati, she being miles away
in Delhi. She remembered the time when her H.S. results
were out and she was praised by one and all for her good
results. She thought about her mother, who didn't wdsh to
send her only daughter, far away from home but Mayuri
fought with her mom, the honcho of her house and with
her father's support she managed to go to the capital city,
Delhi.

- 'Miss Mayuri Mahanta', Seema gave a big shout, 'stop
daydreaming. | am tired of your masquerade. Que Sera
Sera.'

- 'Seema, | am really not in a mood to joke or sing' -
mNeither am I, M M (Mayuri Mahanta was famous as MM
in her College) I just said whatever will be, will be i.e. Que
Sera Sera, not the song yaar. You can just do nothing now.
So, stay calm yaar'.

MM took a deep breath, but she just couldn't keep her
eyes off the wall-clock which hung on the wall of her
hostel room. She muttered to herself 'Just 3 more hours
to go... 2 hours... only 1hour... halfan hour... 15 minutes...
10 minutes... 5 minutes... the countdown 5... 4... 3... 2...
1. BOOM!!! 'Results are out!’, she shouted.

Her phone rang. It was Nayana, her friend, a local
Delhiite who was supposed to check both Seemaand MM'S
result from the net. Nayana said, 'First Class', when MM
received the phone.

- 'Seema’'s or mine', asked MM.

- 'Both of you, came the voice from the other side of
the phone.

MM whooped and asked in return.

- 'And what's your result?'

- 'Oh mine... Leave it na yaar. 1got a second class and
1was prepared for it.

- 'Ok then thanks Nayana. Thank you very much'.

- 'Stop your stupid formalities of thank you's now.
Enough yaar. Ok then bye...

- 'B-bye".

So, for the next hour, both Seems & MM's phone did
not stop to ring. The first call received by MM was that of
her father.

- 'Hello Deuta, | secured a First Class.

- 'Congratulations Mayuri. | knew your hard work,
would certainly pay off. So, my daughter is a graduate
now. You have really made me a proud and happy father.
J-J-Just hold on... your mother wants to congratulate you',
saying so Mr. Mahanta gave the phone to his wife.

- 'Ma, I miss you all so much.'

- 'It's really good of you that you secured a first
division. So, when are you coming back to Guwahati?
asked MM's mother.

- 'Ma, after I get my marksheet, 1plan to study law
here itself, under D.U.'

- 'Oh no, no... Mayuri', said Mrs. Mahanta firmy, 'The
Law Colleges of Guwabhati aren't any bad. So, why don't
you come over here & study. And by doing so, you'll not
even have any problem ofyour stomach, because the food
will no more be hostel made stuff. You'll be healthy, eating
home-made dal, sabzi and... a BRIDEGROOM always
wants a healthy bride not a weakling and also...

- 'Oh come on Ma', interrupted MM, 'Marriage is not
on my list for atleast the next five years'.

- 'Have you gone crazy, Mayuri. You are twenty one
years of age, old enough to get married. And also Indian



girls are eligible for marriage at the age of eigFiteen yeai;s
itself.

- 'So, what do you expect from me, MA... to get
married now, then by the age of twenty-five have kids arid
settle down in a house serving my husband. Ma... gone
are those days, when women used to remain confined to
the four walls and mere domestic chores. ljust can't waste
my valuable educational qualifications... | want to be
independent Ma. Please tiy to understand.'

- "You try to understand Mayuri. This is also the wish
of your ailing grandmother.'

- 'Ma, why are you so very stolid'.

- "Just think of your pedigree, Mayuri. It is mired in
your family to get married by the age of twenty and you
have even crossed that'.

- 'MA, PLEASE... so, you want me to do exactly what,
study law in Guwahati or get married'.

- 'l want you to come back to Guwahati as early as
possible. Ok, now listen.' added her mother, 'Yesterday,
1talked to Mrs. Kagti. She told me that her only son
who is an MBBS practising in the U.S., is interested to
have an Assamese girl as her daughter-in-law. | Want
you to...".

- 'Ma, ma, ma... I'll call you later. Its half past one and
I am really sleepy. So, do convey my regards to Ait& Ok
then Bye Ma', she deliberately cancelled the call.

For the next few minutes, MM just didn't feel like
receiving calls. So, she switched off her cell phone. She
then turned to Seema and asked

- 'Seema, tell me candidly. Is marriage MY PINAL
DESTINATION?

- 'No, it definitely isn't, came the reply firmly.

- 'Then, why does Ma always talk about my marriage
only? Why doesn't Ma allow me to excel in my metier
which is law.'

- 'Actually, she cares about your future, a bittoo much'.

- 'When | asked her earlier to study outside Guwabhati,
she was peremptory. She'll make me willingly accept her
proposal of going back to Guwahati, my hometown.

- 'Come on MM, don't be stupid. | know you all an
incandescent girl and will definitely do what you want to
do in your life'.

- 'l really can't believe that even Aita insists that | should
get married..." (here she paused a little and there was
complete silence in the hostel room. One could only hear
the wall-clock tick-tocking). Then, she continued, 'l really
love my family which is dearer to me than anything else in
life. 1 can never go against them, even though 1am very
well aware of the fact that my thoughts and their wilful
thoughts are like the two banks of a same river which
never meet but have a same starting point'.

- 'Fine, fine. | completely agree with you but please
stop your philosophical dialogue. I know you are angiy
because of their stymid idead.’

- 'Huh... (MM took a deep breath). It is very rightly
said that 'All evils come irom the old. They grow fat on
ideas and the young die of them.'

- "You are indeed damn lucky MM that atleast you have
both your parents to take care of you. Mine are, too busy
with their own lives. Mum's busy partying and dad is busy

with his business.'

- '‘But Seema, you have freedom... freedom to take
your own decisions without any kind of obstruction’ (there
was asperity in her tone while uttering these words).

- 'Yes and without any guidence... You can even add
that MM,' came in the reply promptly

- 'Mankind has not yet broken free from the shackles
of benighted thoughts ‘about marriage. | think | should
now stop fulminating about this topic. After all we know
that no one has a perfect happy life. It is we, who have to
make our lives happy. Being happy doesn't mean that
everything is perfect. It means that you have decided to
look beyond the imperfection'.

- 'Ok my dear MM Fine!!! Now, Good Night..."

- 'Good night to you too...'

Both of them slept for a long time. It was MM's phone
call which woke the two of them together. (‘A call from
home, so early in the morning,"” MM thought.)

- '"HELLO', MM answered

- 'Hello... Mayuri...'

- 'Yes, ma... why are you so tense, Ma?'

- 'Actually... Ma... Yu... ri..."

- 'What happened Ma, tell me?'

- 'Err... Your grandmother is very ill. She wants you to
be by her side.'

- 'l will definitely come home Ma, don't worry.'

- '"Your dad has confirmed the tickets ofthe flight today
at 12 PM.'

- 'Oh then Ma, B-bye.'

Seema sprang up on her bed and asked 'So, you are
going to Guwahati.'

- 'Yes', said MM

- 'When?'

- 'By today's flight at noon.’

- 'Hhmmmm...'

- 'Aita is very ill. | have to be by her side".

- "Yes, yes | understand MM. Will you come to Delhi
again?'

- 'Definitely Seema.’

So, time seemed to fly that day. She went to college,
took her marksheet, hurriedly packed off her luggage,
wished goodbye to the friends and roommate Seema too.
She then took a cab, rushed to the airport & boarded the
plane. Her heartbeats started to increase... At last the plane
landed. She immediately called up her mother.

- 'Ma, how is AITA? | have reached Guwahati.'

- 'Oh, so at last you have arrived HUH/she gave a sign
of relief).

- 'What happened Ma, | asked how is Aita?'

- 'Come home fast, they are waiting’, said her mum
and cancelled the call.

MM became really confused at these words of her
mother. She took a cab again and rushed home. After she
reached her house in Chandmari, she rang the door-bell.
The maidservant opened the door.

Mayuri, to her utter surprise, found Mrs. Kagti, her
husband along with their son in their house. She even saw
her father and mother by their side and they were all talking
to...AITA, who was laughing and chatting with the guests
and was absolutely fine...*:*
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Dr. Prashant Dedas and Dr. Juhi Dedas were sipping
coffee in the cafetaria ofthe Dedas' Genetic Laboratory
in California. Married for 36 years, both were retired
now, researching in 'genetic mutation' in their private lab.
Itwas 15th of October, 2053, the 17th death annivers
oftheir son Rayan. As they silently sat in the warmth of
the cafe late at night, Juhi looked into her husband'’s face
and tears came streaming down her eyes...

Thirty years ago, 8 months pregnant Juhi was working
in her lab alongwith Prashant in the late hours of the
night. They were replacing some genes of a cockoach
into a mouse's DNA and observing the changes that
occur in the mouse, soon, the Dedas' discovered that
they could make the mouse fly! They were even awiarded
the Regional 'Exceptional Science award. To add to the
happiness of the Dedas' the next month Juhi geive birth
to a beautiful and healthy babj' boy. Life seemed to be
sailing smoothly for the Dedas family for the next few
years. But, as their son Rayan grew older, they started
to discover some startling facts about him. Even at the
age ofthree, Rayan ate quite a lot. He could go on eating
endlessly for hours. Although his parents tried hard
enough to reform his eating habits, all their efforts went
in vain. Finally, they blamed it all on his age and
maintained the beliefthat he would improve his habits
with growing age. The same year, they gothim admitted
to school. Days passed... and the next thing the Dedas
noticed in Rayan was his dirtiness. He liked staying dirty
and did not like to wash himself. And as usual, his parents
remained confirmed in their beliefthat he would change
himself in due age.

Once, when Rayan was 8 years old, Juhi took him
for swimming classes. Just as Rayan neared the pool,
he let out a shriek and bluntly refused to get in the water.
He was throwing such atantrum that Juhi immediately
brought him home. She thoughtthat her son had become
quit? unruly and disobedient. So, as punishment for his
misdeeds, she kept him confined to his room for the whole

weekend. Thistime Juhi noticed a swarm of cockroaches
going in and out of Rayan's room through a tiny hole
under the door. It was quite unusual for insects to move
around in their spotlessly clean house but Juhi was so
angry at her son, that she didn't pay any heed to the
unnatural happenings going on. Again, the next day,
Prashant, received a phone call from Rayan's teacher
complaining about him chewing rubber in the class.
Gradually, the weirdness in Rayan began to increase
manifold. Alongwith behavioural changes, structural and
physical abnormalities started to occur in him. Now, Dr.
Prashant Dedas and his wife were really worried about
their son. They, knew that something was gravely wrong
in their son when they noticed his limbs growing sticky
and longer, fingers and toes getting attached to each other
and his skin turning brown in colour. Added to that, Rayan
was losing hair in huge amounts and his eyelids had
stopped moving. The Dedas' consulted the best doctors,
even psychiatrists but none could be ofany help.
Ten-year old Rayan's classmates were now scared
ofhim. Even teachers and neighbours were afraid to go
near him or talk to him. He spoke less and when he did,
his voice sounded hoarse and uncanny. He ate all dirty
food - things from dustbins and garbage heaps. Unable
to control Rayan's behaviour, his parents detached him
fi-om school and kept him confined in their house under
their constant observation. They took a sample of
Rayan's blood and began researching on his DNA. But,
as it wasn't possible to leave Rayan alone, they took



turns to look after him. He wasn't allowed to get out of
the house and was given healthy food to eat. Even then,
no change could be seen in him and his condition grew
worse than ever. He started attacking his parents and
s0, he had to be left alone. Eventually, there was a rise in
the number of cockroaches in the Dedas household.
One day, both Dr. Juhi and Dr. Prashant were
working in their laboratory. They still had notdiscovered
the cause oftheir son's transformation. Suddenly Juhi
asked her husband, Haven't you noticed the increase
in the number of cockroaches in our house? It seems
like they are attracted to Rayan and keep moving in
and out of his room the whole day! 'Yes, | did see
that', said Prashant. Saying so, Prashant was lost in
thought for a few minutes. Then, all of a sudden, he
exclaimed,' Wait! Ithink | know what happened...' He
then, picked a sample of cockroach DNA from a shelf
and examined it under the microscope. He discovered
that it matched exactly with Rayan's DNA. Prashant
turned towards his wife and explained, 'Listen dear, do
you remember the night we were transplanting mouse
gene with cockroach gene? That night, there wks a
powerftil gene radiation which entered your foetus. Our
son's DNA had been altered into a ..." His voice trailed
away when he saw the look in his wife's eyes. Both of
them understood that Rayan Dedas was transforming
into a cockroach, a giant vicious cockroach!! And, by
their recent observations, they had learnt that he was
developing at atremendous rate. But, although science
had immensely developed in the last couple of years,
no scientist had yet invented 'Double altering ofgenes'.
The thought that their son had no possibility of living
other than posing a threat to mankind dawned at them
at the same time. Juhi turned hysterical and whispered,
‘I can't let my son die... Prashant, we will find a way
out, won't we?' Her husband's grief was such that he
remained silent for a while and then said, 'Let's go
home. Our child is all alone'. They silently drove back
home, the silence broken only by quiet soles from Juhi.
When they reached home, itwas almost morning. Going
inside, they found, to their horror, that the house was
empty. A large hole had been carved on a wall by a
huge figure with wings. The Dedas' were horrified as
they came to know that their son had gone through the
ultimate transformation. Even more terrifyingwas the
fact that he was moving freely in the wide world - a
wild vicious monster on loose! Instinctively, they ran
out of their house, sat in the car and went in search of
Rayan. He was nowhere to be seen. Just then, the
automatic-news-update installed in their car, turned on
and the reporter stated," A giant cockroach man has
been sighted near California State Zoo. It is attacking
the early morning visitors andjoggers. People are getting
panic-stricken as it tore apart 3 men and a lady.
Meanwhile, security and army personnels are taking

charge ofthe situation.' Horror-struck, the Dedas couple
sped up and after a few minutes, they reached the Zoo.

Immediately, they came to know that Rayan had
been injured and had taken shelter in a nearby steel
factory. Prashant hurried up to the head of the police
and explained, 'Sir, the monster you are after is my
son.' Without waiting to ponder over the horrified look
of the man, he went on, 'There is no time to explain
sir... You have got to understand. There was a major
accident at the time of his birth and this is the result of
it. This is all I can tell you now. So, let me and my wife
intervene and handle our son. | assure you, there will
be no harm done'. At first, the policeman was not
satisfied by Prashant's assurance but later, judging by
the uncontrollable situation at hand, he agreed to his
proposal. Thus, at his instructions, everybody backed
out and the Dedas' entered the factory. After searching
for Rayan for a couple of minutes, they found him lying
down in a comer. He was totally unrecognisable as he
had completely turned into a coclaoach with great brown
wings at the back.

On seeing him, Juhi tried to ran up to him but
Prashant held out a hand and stopped her. He called
out, 'Rayan... son, can you hear me? I am your father...'
Interrupting him, Juhi shoulted, 'Gome, let's go home
son we will find a cure for you'. 'Shhh...! Wait...", said
her husband and he quietly walked close to Rayan.
Rayan was facing towards the wall. Just as Prashant
was about to pat him at the back, he turned and pulled
him high up in the air with his huge strong limbs. Juhi
let out a shriek and tried pulling her son's hands off her
husband. Angrily, Rayan turned his head towards his
mother. His great black orb-eyes rested on her's.
Instantly, Juhi could sense that her beloved son was no
more alive in that monster. Thus, acting upon instinct,
she picked up a large steel rod and mustering all her
strength, pushed it deep inside her son's midriff Rayan
let out a low cry and fell down dead upon the ground.
Juhi couldn't believe what she had done. After a while,
the bitter truth that she had actually killed her only son
struck her like lightning. She slumped out the ground
beside her husband and began to weep.

17 years later, the memory of their son is as fresh
as ever for Dr. Prashant Dedas and Dr. Juhi Dedas. A
year after Rayan's death, they constituted an
organisation called H.T.C. for Human Transformation
Cell, the members ofwhich helped those who underwent
unearthly transformationsto live, without being a danger
to humanity. There has been several such
transformations pioneered by Rayan Dedas but none
could survive against artificial conditions created by
man. The childless Dedas couple alongwith a few others
are still researching on Genetic Mutation and hopefiilly,
they will come up with many mutated forms of human-
self for the betterment of life.O
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1. Cotton College is named after John Henry Stedman
Cotton who was the ChiefCommissioner of Assam fiom
1896 to 1901. A College in Cuttack in Orissa is also
named after the Commissioner of Cuttack.

Name this College?

2. How old was F.W. Sudmersen, the first Principal
ofthe College, when hejoined Cotton College?

3. On May 27, 1901 Cotton College was formally
inaugurated by Henry John Stedman Cotton, the then
ChiefCommissioner of Assam. In the inaugural function,
the opening song was sung by Raghunath Chaudhury
who also composed it. What was the first line of this
song?

4. What do they have in Common Frederick William
Sudmersen, Indu Bhusan Brahmachari, Sunilal De,
Paresh Nath Lahiri and Abu Nssr Md Wabhid?

5. Who listened to the class lectures delivered by Prof
Sudmersen and Prof. Paresh Nath Lahiri in ordertojudge
the standard and method of teaching?

6. Manik Chandra Barooah an educationist, social
worker and entrepreneur was instrumental in bringing
out an Anglo-Assamese weekly newspaper from
Guwabhati in 1882. Name this newspaper.

7. A commission paid a visit to Cotton C'ollege on
March 18, 1918, and observed that 'With some
development, it (Cotton College) will be ready for
recognition as a University College or 'Potential
University'. Name the Commission.

8. When RabindraNath Tagore visited Cotton College
in 1919, the reception in his honourwas not held in Cotton
College but in Curzon Hall instead. Why?

9. When was the first general meeting ofthe Cotton
College Union Society held?

10. When an alumnus ofCotton College wai; receiving
the certificate from Dr. Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan, the
then vice-chancellor of the Benaras Hindu University,
for coming out successful in the MA (Political Science)

examination, Dr. Radhakrishnan remarked "You are the
youngest it seems' and the Cottonian said "Yes Sir'. Who
was this 20 year old Cottonian?

11. Find the connection: Sathya Saran, Sushmita Sen,
Aishwarya Rai and Cotton College.

12. Find the connection : Sachin Tendulkar, Anil
Kumble, Bangladesh, Cotton College.

13. The Department of Development of the North
Eastern Region (DoNER) has instituted a football cup in
the memory ofa Cottonian Name this Cottonian.

14. An alumnus of Cotton College, this scientist now
serving at ISRO, is involved in Chandrayan 1, India's
mission to the moon. Name him.

Answers.

1. Ravenshaw College

2. About 30 years

3. N

S|f1% I

4. The first batch of teachers of Cotton College.

5. Sir Henry Cotton.

6. Assam News.

7. Sadler Commission, after Dr. Michael Sadler, vice
: chancellor of Leeds University, U.K.

8. Priorto his visitto the College, Tagore relinquished
Knighthood in protest against Jallianwalabagh massacre
and the College administration was not in a mood to
welcome the poet to the college. Curzon Hall is now
Nabin ChandraBordoloi Hall.

9. August4,1923.

10. Dr. Bhupen Hazarika, 1946.

11. Sathya Saran, a old Cottonian, became the Editor
of'Femina’and 'Femina’' groomed Sen and Rai for beauty
contests. Now Sathya Rajagopalan, she contested in the
College elections for the post of Editor, 'Cottonian’.

12. Tapan Deka IPS an alumnus of Cotton College
was the chiefofthe Security Staffofthe Indian team to
Bangladesh.

13.T.AOQ.

14. Dr. Jiten Goswami.*:*
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Education, at all levels, will continue to grow, also
because it cultivates the human mind and m~es them
important and useful in the all-round development of a
country. But for the corporate sector it will grow as a
big service industry. Global public spending on education
at present is estimated to exceed one trillion US dollars,
that is about Rs. 47,00,000 crores representing the cost
of over 50 million teachers, one billion students and
hundreds of thousands of educational institutions
throughout the world. Predatory and powerful
transnational corporations are targeting public education,
particularly higher education, for profit making. Though
pre-dominantly a government supported service, most
governments are, as a consequence oftrade liberalization,
withdrawing from it. The Government of India through
extensive privatisation, commercialisation and deregulation
is supporting this.

We entered the twenty-first century. with
unprecedented demand for higher education: general as
well as professional. Instead of meeting this demand for
higher education and ensuring further growth of the
country, different Governments at the Centre and UGC
have resorted to several measures with ever-faster speed
under the dictates of the World Bank and as a part of
ongoing negotiations with WTO on trade in services.
Raising of fees, autonomy to institutions with practically
no control over managements, funding linked to
mandatory assessment and accreditation, and students
loan scheme are some of their decisions taken in order
to usher in massive privatization and commercialization
of higher education.

India has significant advantages in the 21st century
knowledge race. It has a large higher education sector-
the third largest in the world in student numbers, after

FUTURE OF
HGER
EDUCATION
IN INDIA

Dr. Arup Kumar Hazarika

Ledie, Oy, of Zodayy

China and the United States. It uses English as a primary
language of higher education and research. It has a long
academic tradition. Academic freedom is respected. There
are a small number of high quality institutions, departments
and centres that can form the basis of quality sector in
higher education. The fact that the States, rather than
the Central Government, exercise major responsibility
for higher education creates a rather cumbersome
structure, but the system allows for a variety of policies
and approaches.

Yet the weaknesses far outweigh the strength. India
educates approximately 10 percent of its young people
in higher education compared with more than half in the
major industrialised countries and 15 percent in China.
Almost all of the world's academic systems resemble a
pyramid, with a small high quality tier at the top and a
massive sector at the bottom. India has a tiny top tier.
None of its universities occupies a solid position at the
top. A few of the best universities have some excellent
departments and centres, and there is a small number of
outstanding undergraduate colleges. The University Grants
Commission's recent major support of five universities
to build on their recognised strength is a step toward
recognising a differentiated academic system - and
fostering excellence. At present, the world-class
institutions are mainly limited to the Indian Institutes of
Technology (lITs), the Indian Institutes of Managements
(1IMs) and perhaps a few others such as the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences and the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research. These institutions combined,
enroll well under 1 percent of the student population.

India's colleges and universities, with just a few
exceptions, have become large, underfunded,
ungovernable institutions. At many of them, politics has



intruded into campus life, influencing academic
appointments and decisions across levels. Under-
investment in libraries, information technology,
laboratories, and classrooms makes it very difficult to
provide top-quality instruction or engage in cutting-edge
research.

The rise in the number of part-time teachers and the
freeze on new full-time appointments in many places
have affected morale in the academic profession. The
lack of accountability means that teaching and research
performance is seldom measured. The system provides
few incentives to perform. Bureaucratic inertia hampers
change. Student unrest and occasional faculty agitsition
disrupt operations. Nevertheless, >vith a semblance of
normality, faculty administrators are able to provide
teaching, coordinate examinations, and award degrees.

Even the small top tier of higher education faces
serious problems. Many IIT graduates, well trained in
technology, have chosen not to contribute their skills to
the burgeoning technology sector in India. Perhaps half
leave the country immediately upon graduation to pursue
advanced study abroad - and most do not return. A
stunning 86 percent of students in science and technology
fields from India who obtain degrees in the United States
do not return home immediately following their study.
Another significant group, of about 30 percent, decides
to earn MBAs in India because local salaries are higher
- and are lost to science and technology. A corps of
dedicated and able teachers work at the 1ITs and 1IMs,
but the lure of jobs abroad and in the private sector
make it increasingly difficult to lure the best and brightest
to the academic profession.

Few in India are thinking creatively about; higher
education. There is no field of higher education research.
Those in Government as well dBacademic leaders seem
content to do the 'same old thing'. Academic institutions
and systems have become large and complex. They need
good data, careful analysis, and creative ideas. In China,
more than two-dozen higher education research centres,
and several Government agencies are involved in higher
education policy.

India has survived with an increasingly mediocre higher
education system for decades. Now as India strives to
compete in a globalised economy in areas that require
highly trained professionals, the quality of higher education
becomes increasingly important. So far, India's large
educated population base and its reservoir of a least
moderately well-trained university graduates have
permitted the country to move ahead. But the competition
is fierce. China in particular is heavily investing in
improving its best universities with the aim of making a
small group of them world class in the coming decade,
and making a larger number internationally competitive
research universities. Other Asian countries are also
upgrading higher education with the aim of building world
class-universities. Taiwan, which is a major designer
and producer of IT hardw™are, is considering merging
several of its top technological universities to create an

‘Asian MIT'

To compete successfully in the knowledge-based
economy of the 21st century, India needs enough
universities that not only produce bright graduates for
export but can also support sophisticated research in a
number of scientific and scholarly fields and produce at
least some of the knowledge and technology needed for
an expanding economy. How can India build a higher
education system that will permit it to join developed
economies? The newly emerging private sector in higher
education cannot spearhead academic growth. Several
of the well-endowed and effectively managed private
institutions maintain reasonably high standards, although
it is not clear that these institutions will be able to sustain
themselves in the long run. They can help produce well-
qualified graduates in such fields as management, but
they cannot form the basis for comprehensive research
universities. This sector lacks the resources to build the
facilities required for quality instruction and research in
the sciences. Nor can enough money be earned by
providing instruction in the mainstream arts and sciences
disciplines. Most of the private institutions do not focus
on advanced training in the sciences.

Only public universities have the potential to be truly
world class institutions. Inkitutions and programmes of
national prominence have already been identified by the
Government. But these institutions have not been
adequately or consistently supported. The top institutions
require sustained funding from public sources. Academic
salaries must be high enough to attract excellent scientists
and scholars. Fellowships and other grants should be
available for bright students. An academic culture that is
based on merit-based norms and competition for
advancement and research funds is a necessary
component, as is a judicious mix of autonomy to do
creative research and accountability to ensure productivity.
World class universities require world class professors
and students - and a culture to sustain and stimulate
them.

A clearly differentiated academic system has not been
created in India - a system where there are some clearly
identified institutions that receive significantly greater
resources than other universities. One ofthe main reasons
that the University of California at Berkeley is so good
is that other California universities receive much less
support. India's best universities require sustained state
support - they require the recognition that they are indeed
top institutions and deserve commensurate support. But
they also require effective management and an ethos of
an academic meritocracy. At present, the structures are
not in place to permit building and sustaining top-quality
programmes even if resources are provided.

India cannot build internationally recognised research-
oriented universities overnight, but the country' has the
key elements in place to begin and sustain the process.
India will need to create a dozen or more universities
that can complete internationally to fully participate in
the new world economy. Without these universities, India



is destined to remain a scientific bacicwater.

‘Major efforts have been mounted for mobilization of
resources and it has been recommended that while the
Government should make a firm commitment to higher
education, institutions of higher education should make
efforts to raise their own resources by raising the fee
levels, encouraging private donations and by generating
revenues through consultancy and other activities," said
the then HRD Minister, Murali Manohar Joshi in the
Country Paper presented in the UNESCO Word
Conference on Higher Education held at Paris, in 1998.
Justifying privatization of higher education, he added, "It
is not only justifiable but desirable to raise money from
private sources in order to ease pressure on public
spending’. Trying to befool us that privatization will not
lead to commercialization of higher education, he said,
‘The Government wants to encourage private initiatives
in higher education but not commercialization." What we
are witnessing today is, in fact, commercialization of
education at all levels. (Emphasis added)

The Indian economy is also on the move. It is: now
linked with global economy. This linkage has direct inipact
on our education, our science and research and
development efforts. The country needs trained human
resources for managing its internal affairs, be it is
agriculture and related fields or small and heavy industry,
telecommunication, power and water or science and
technology. Today, more than ever before, thanks to the
integration with the world economy, the Indian higher
education system is faced with the challenge of providing
skilled human-power which is confident, flexible and
has the knowledge and technical skills needed to
effectively confront the social and economic realities of

the twenty-first century. .
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UGC's syllabus enrichment scheme enables a
commerce student to simultaneously enroll for a foreign
exchange management or insurance diploma programme,
or a history student to simultaneously study journalism
or tourism, thus improving his/her job prospects after
graduation. Students can take up two add-on courses;
and are given a certificate at the end of one year, a
diploma at the end of two years and a postgraduate
diploma at the end of three years. 'Once the GATS
(General Agreement on Trade in Services) is implemented,
Indian universities will face stiff competition as higher
education will open to foreign universities and they will
be able to establish campuses in this country. Indian
universities have to improve the quality of education to
face the challenge,’ adds Nigavekar.

"The choice-based credit system (CBCS) which we
have implemented in Madras University for our
postgraduate programmes is proving ideal for narrowing
the gap between university education and employment.
This system facilitates movement of students from one

discipline to another, provides greater flexibility in the
choice of courses and enables highly motivated students
to gain extra credits. While the core courses are part of
the main discipline, students get to choose from a variety
of electives from other disciplines. Besides, as an
experimental study we are planning to network between
universities in Tamilnadu for oflfering core/elective courses
reciprocally to postgraduate students who can move
across disciplines and even across different university
campuses to study electives. If we look at the some
universities'... - For a beginning, the vice-chancellors of
Madurai Kamaraj University, Mother Theresa University
and Tamil University, Thanjavur have agreed to network
with the University of Madras," says Dr. S.P. Thyagarajan,
a microbiology alumnus of Madras and Copenhagen
universities who is very much optimistic..

With the aggregate number of registered unemployed
across the country having crossed the 40 million mark
and not a few million ofthem being college and university
graduates, national attention has somewhat belatedly
shifted from unemployment to the unemployability of
youth streaming out of the nation's schools, and
particularly colleges. Suddenly there's a growing
awareness within the establishment that formal education
at the school and tertiary levels needs to be supplemented
with vocational and life skills learning.

Indeed the issue of Job skilling has become a crucial
theme on the conference and seminar circuits in higher
education. And the chorus within academia is chanting
a new mantra ; 'make graduates and postgraduates
employable'.

Stung by escalating criticism of outdated syllabuses
in institutions of higher education, the country's apex
higher education body, the Delhi-based University Grants
Commission (UGC), which half a century after it was
promoted has belatedly morphed into an academic
standards authority has moved to address this burning
issue. During the Tenth Plan period (2002-07) the
commission has given the green signal to the incorporation
of a plethora of value added, job-oriented diploma
programmes to college and varsity courses. It has
suggested that colleges supplement their degree courses
with certificate/diploma/advanced diploma programmes.
To this end the UGC management has offered undergrad
colleges in particular a financial incentive - universities
and colleges will get a special grant of Rs.l lakh per
vocational or life skills course introduced. The commission
has also constituted expert committees to study and
encourage revision of college and university syllabuses
at least once in five years.

Special emphasis on value-oriented education will impart
a new dimension to the role of the teacher. For value-
brientation cannot be imparted without teachers’ own value-
orientation. Again, the objective of integral development of
personality cannot be fulfilled without teachers developing
their own integral personality.



DEVELOPMENT OF MODERN SGENCE
CONTRIBUTION TO HUMAN CiriLISATION

Tapashjit Saikia
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In the 21st century, modem science is developing into
high level. The gift of science helps the human society to
know the information of the vk®orld. Some small things
which are discovered by hard labour of the scientists
belonging to various parts of the world interest people.
High thinking o fsome people progressed the living facility
o fthe human society. After all, the contributions o fmodem
science support the human society and civilisation to go
forward. Some of the interested gifts of science are
enclosed in this article.

Night Reading Pen

Can you imagine that it is really possible to read and
write in pitch darkness? Thanks to the integral super bright
LED of the night reading pen that allows you to do so.
This unique pen has an illuminating light facility that enables
you to 'see' what you are reading or writing in the dark.
So, get ready to become a secret agent/detective.

Valve Radio

Thisunique AM/FM valve radio would simply take you
back in time Equipped with a speaker, manual tuning and
volume dials, this piece of antique value works on four
batteries. It is really exciting to see the valves light up
when the radio is turned on.

CASIO Wrist Camera

This impressive gadget is a wrist-watch having an in-
built digital camera. It has a tiny, sensor for taking the
black-and-white pictures, which show up on the screen

of the wrist watch. The images may not be as good as
those produced by a standard digital camera but certainly
this concept is novel. You can store up to 100 black-and-
white images inthe 1 MB memory, or even download them
to a computer, thanks to its special features. This unique
camera offers great fun as you can also combine two
images.

A watch has never been just a tool for measuring time.
Itwas always a symbol which allowed an owner to express
his individuality and social position.

There are watches with a thermometer, barometer, GPS
receiver, that is why a watch with a camera is no wonder.
But still, when comparing a watch with a thermometer
and this one with a camera | arrived at the idea that these
categories are completely different. A thermometer in my
watch doesn'tyield to a good electronic thermometer with
a digital display ~ the accuracy is 0.1 degree, while the
camera is a decorative element.

The model can make black-and-white shots, write
comments, record about 100 shots into the 1 MBytes
camera's memory and transfer them via an IR port into a
computer. There is already a model with a color camera,
but it is still a watch and not a photo camera.

The lens with a 1.1 mm focal length and a fixed
aperature equal to F:2.8 shots objects located at the distance
from 30 cm to infinity with a 1/14 CMOS sensor. An
electronic shutter works with the exposure from 1/11 to



171660 sec. depending on illumination. The illumination
range you can make photos at varies from 100 to 45000
luxes. Since an image is registered and recoi-ded line by
line, it's important at what frequency the surrounding lint
flickers. In order to avoid banding connected with
flickering ofglow-discharge lamps, there are such settings
as ‘'daylight’, '50 HZ line frequency' and '60 HZ line
frequency’.

The display of the watch measuring 20 by 20 mrn is
used as a view finder and for the following watching of
photos. Itdisplays acomplete inage: 120x 120 pixels at 16
grey gradations. You can make comments for each photo
consisting of 24 symbols at most.

The watch ships together with an IR receiver which is
to be connected to a serial port. The WQV Link program
is used to transfer photos into computer and order therh in
an album.

Although the WQV Link allows usto choose a computer
receiver instead o fthe one supplied with the watch, I failed
to connect the computer with an IR port of the notebbok.

Time is displayed on a graphics screen. Although
figures are quite big, laccustomed to usual digital display
since it's more convenient and contrast. Unfortunately, the
camera works in the energy-saving mode, and you have
to press a button to find out the time. The descriptioii says
the battery CR2032 suffices for 6 months if the camera is
used during 60 sec every day. The procedure of opening
the case isvery simple:you don't need any special purpose
screwdrivers and can open it with any coin.

The watch also contains a timer, a stop watch, a
calender. Besides, it can be implemented in cases with
different water-proof degrees (including cases meant for
diving with an aqua lung). But I think light under wkter is
not enough to make photos.

In general today such watch measuring 40x52x 16 mm
and weighing 32g is a good competitor against a golden
cuckoo-clock.

Gentle Groomer

You can easily trim away any unwanted hair on the
nose and ear with this device. Equipped with twin surgical-
steel rotaiy blades that whirl faster than 4000 rpm, it gently
trims the unwanted hair without touching sensitive skin.
This device has a little 'head-lamp' that helps to ensure
that nothing is missed out. A plastic cap protects the blades
when not in use. It runs on a single battery and nieasures
13 cm in length.

Science in Motion

With such development all young minds wodd come
alive with Capsela M X Trooper modular science system.
With its interlocking parts (48 kinds), you can joyfully
construct 22 land and water projects including a car,
revolving robot, or a speedboat. You would be simply
captivated to observe visible gears and wheels while having
fun learning about speed transformation, electricity, friction;
buoyancy and other fascinating concepts. This modular
system comes with a colourful Science Discovery Design
Manual where easy-to-follow assembly instructions are
given. So, get ready to discover the fun of science in

motion.

Electronic Crossword Puzzle Solver

Have some crossword fian with this electronic device
that is packed with 1,000 crosswords ranging from simple
ones to advanced level crosswords. Its touch pad makes
it easy for you to enter letters. You can even get extra
clues for the really tough ones. This gadget has 'auto
memory save' that lets you finish the puzzles at any other
time. It saves battery by autimatically switching off when
idle for 10 minutes.

The latest Electronic Crossword Puzzle Solver is
available as your companion to solving crosswords.

Its important features are :

e Easily searchthoughover250,000 words and phrases
from Merriam-Webster(R) including : countries, capitals,
islands, mountain, national parks, rivers, actors,
composers, heroes, inventors, Nobel Prize winners, sports
and more!

e Find missing letters in your puzzle by using a "?" in
place ofthe unknown letter.

» 'Second-guess' feature provides other solutions by
changing one or two letters.

» Solves Scrabble (R) and Jumble puzzles too.

» Large, high-contrast display screen for comfortable
lookup.

Times Electronic Crossword Game

Publisher The Princeton Review
Platfomi Independent

Batteiy 2XAAA

Type Size 4 3/4x3 1/4x1/2in
Weight 6 0z. (including batteries)
AC Adapter No

Jack

Expansion No

Cards

End boredom on those long trips without filling up
precious space in your suitcase, bag or even your purse.
The Times Crossword Game features crossword puzzles
from the Times (London), as featured in the New York
Post, and International Herald Tribune. There are over
22,000 quick and cryptic clues. No need to carry a pencil
oranewspaperto enjoy these mind-boggling puzzles. Solve
a word, or the entire puzzle with the push of a button on
our easy-to-use-keypad. Ifyou choose to, feel free to use
the Crossword Solver and Anagram Solver to help with
those difficult print puzzles. When you're feeling creative,
take a stab at making you own puzzles. Don't forget to
save.

Talking Globe

Using asimplejoystick, you can simply fly around while
talking to this battery operated globe, which is loaded with
fun facts about its many destinations. In 'Free Flying' mode,
you have the control in your hand, whereas if you choose
"Tricky Travels' you would be taken on a guided journey.
The 'Creature Feature' would help you find different animals
on every continent. You would effortlessly learn about
geography animals and their habitats, as the background
sound effects are really fascinating.
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Pocket Weather Station

This handy gadget is a weather monitor that would
provide you precise information about the wind speed,
temperature pressure, humidity, dew point, heat index and
altitude ofa given place. What's more is that it is equipped
with an audible alarm to warn you about impending storms.
This battery-operated gadget has a water-resistant case
for safe upkeep.

Important Features

Its important feature are ;

This easy-to-use pocket-sized weather station features
complete wind speed functions. It also incorporates an
audible severe weather alarai which is based on a rapid
rise or drop in barometric pressure over a 3-liour period.

Altitude
¢ Barometer updates measurement every 60 seconds.

« Great for watching severe storm for rapid pressure
drops.

e« Storm Alarm beeps for rapid rise or fall in pressure.

e 16-hour barometric pressure trend graph.

¢ Wide Barometer Range ; 11.82 in HG to 32.48 in HG.
¢ Current, Min-Max, and Average speed.

¢ Comes with lanyard.

¢ The base is threaded for optional tripod mounting.

e The unique fold-up design protects the unit, when not
used.

e The SM28 is water resistant and it floats.

¢ Features high-visibility protective yellow cas;e.

The Pocket Weather Station is water resistant and it
floats. Easily fits in a pants pocket or purse or backpack.
Threaded for optional tripod mounting. Comes with lanyard
and lithium battery.

SM28 Pocket
$139.95+S10.00 s/h

Temperature : How hot or cold is the air? Displays
the air temperature in degrees F or C.

The electronic barometers (the SM28) use miniature
electronis sensors to measure air pressure without all the
'mess' of the early liquid barometers.

The SM 28 updates the barometer reading every 60
seconds. This allows you to be able to watch the barometer
during severe storms to check for rapid pressure drops
that might indicate a tornado is forming or approaching.

Severe Storm Alarm : The air pressure can change
greatly when severe weather is approaching. The SM 28
detects both arise and fall ofthe pressure and if it exceeds
the pre-set (6 millibar) change over a 3 hour period, then
the alarm sounds.

16-Hour Pressure History Graph : The SM 28 makes
it easy to track the changes in the barometric pressure.
The SM28's 16-hour pressure trend memory graph shows
you at a glance if the pressure has been steady, rising, or

falling over the past 16 hourstime. A falling pressure trend
usually means the weather will get ‘'worse’ ; you laiow ;
rain, thunder lightning windy... A rising barometer usually
means that conditions will get 'better’, unless it's in winter
when it could mean snow and colder weather and freezing
rain. A steady barometer usually means that the current

W eather Station is only

weather conditions will be fairly stable until the barometer
reading begins to rise or fall again.

3-D Space Projector

You only have to watch and listen as the 3-D space
projector magically transforms a room into a gorgeous
feast for the eyes and ears. It is equipped to project around
you, 25 full-colour images of planets, comets and other
heavenly objects. It has an easy touch slide advancement
system, adjustable projection angles and a focus dial for
better viewing of the projected images. Young budding
scientists would find this projector a valuable possession.

Blast off on a 3-D sight and sound journey through
this solar system and beyond.

Specifications

Now it lends its weight to an exciting range ofscientific
and educational activity 'toys' designed to educate and
inspire.

Discover the solar system with 25 full colour slides in
3 dimensional form, viewed by the amazing 3-D space
projector.

By projecting images on a white wall or a ceiling, both
children and parents can now transform a room into a
amazing 3-D light and sound experience.

You are supplied with 2 pairs of Real 3-D glasses.

Our solar system includes the sun and nine planets-
Mercury, Venus, Earth, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune
and Pluto. In a darkened room turn on the projector, put
the audio CD into a CD player and blast off with the first
slide of the space shuttle leaving earth.

Each slide is shown with an audio narration 25 seconds
long and you can pause the CD at any time to view each
image for as long as you like.

The journey encounters the first four planets that lie
with the asteroid belt which includes thousands ofsmaller,
rocky asteroids. The latter five planets are the outermost
and include four giant, cold, gaseous orbs with rings and
moons and the rocky dwarf Pluto. After this group of
outer planets you will journey past another belt and a larger
spherical cloud, both harbouring comets before heading
beyond the galaxy and eventually returning to earth.

The final track on the CD is 15 minutes of music and
sound effects without any narration that you can play while
viewing the images over again.

3-D Space Projector Features

e Transformyour room into an amazing 3 dimensional
universe.

* Projects the planets, moons, comets, asteroids,
nebula and galaxy.

e 3-D projector sphere.

« Lens rotates to project on a wall or ceiling.

» Focus disc.

» Base unit.

« 25 full colour 3-D images.

* Includes 2 pairs of Real 3-D glasses.

« ‘Journey into Space' audio tour on CD.

* 4 stick-on rubber pads.

» Suitable for 8 years of age and up.

» Size ; Space projector H20.0cm x w 19.0cm.



Welcome to the 3-D Universe

Get ready to blast off on a tour of the 3-D Universe!
Your 3-D Space Projector will take you on an amazing
Journey into Space. You will experience an exciting slight
and sound tour of our solar system and beyond. Please
read these instructions before beginning,

The following components are included :

» 3-D Projector Sphere.

» Base

» Four stick-on rubber pads.

» A pack of five 'Journey into Spce' image strips.

* An audio CD, 'Journey into Spcae'.

» Two pairs of 3-D Real™ Glasses.;

Pre-Launch Preparations

Before departing, there are important prelaunch
preparations to be made. Please note : Only adults should
install and replace batteries.

* Apply a stick-on rubber pad to the bottom of each
of the four feet on the base.

» Openthe battery door on the Projection Sphere using
a small screw-driver. Insert three fresh type. 'C alkaline
batteries into the battery box. Make sure the'+' and 'minus
sign (-)" ends are placed correctly, as indicated in the battery
box. Replace the battery door. Do not overtighten the
screws.'

To test the projector light bulb, turn the switch so that
it points to 'ON'". The projector should now light up. Turn
the switch off so that it points to 'OFP'. (If the projector
does not light up, recheck the bettery placement. Make
sure all three batteries are fresh. Ifit still does not light up,
please refer to the section, 'Maintenance' and make sure
the projector light bulb is properly installed.)

Countdown

» Place the projector in a room with a smooth, white
wall or ceiling. It should be about thr”e to five feet from
the wall or ceiling onto which you will be projecting.

» If you are projecting onto the ceiling, place the
Projector sphere on the Base so that the lens points straight
up. If you are projecting onto a wall, place it on the Base
so that the lens points to the wall. You can rotate the
Projector Sphere on its Base to your desired angle.

» Putthe audio CD into a CD player.

» Place the five Image Strips next to the projector in
order from A to E.

* Insert Image Strip A into the slot on the projector
Sphere, as indicated on the strip. You will feel a ‘click’ for
each image as you slide the strip. The ‘click’ tells you that
the image is centered for projection.

e Turn projector switch on Make sure image number
1 (Blast-ofO is being projected. If it is upside-down or
backwards, re-insert the image strip correctly following
the instructions printed on the strip.

Star Navigator

Guiding you through the heavens, this device would
help you locate 43 constellations, all first magnitude stars
and visible planets, thanks to its built-in digital compass
and micro-chip technology. It has 16 illuminated sky charts
that are colour-coded and automatically oriented to the

user's point of view. This battery operated device would
surely be quite exciting for all sky enthusiasts.

World Time Clock

This outstanding desk clock, from Seiko features the
time and calendar for 27 different world time zones. It
clearly displays digital time, date, month, year and calendar.
Geographic map buttons accurately display the time and
calender information for each time zone. Having an alarm
function, this batteiy operated clock is 8.5 inches wide
and 6.5 inches high.

Walkie Talkie Watches

Essential spy Equipment

Have you ever seen wrist watch-style walkie-talkies?
Each kit contains two watches, two sets of head phones
and two sets of batteries. With a high frequency band for
a clear reception and a range of about 76 m, these compact
radios work from one channel. An earpiece is included
which connects to the watch. The watch helps you to
know the time, date and even countdown the seconds. A
small microphone is attached to each watch.

With a high frequency band for clear reception and a
range of upto 250 feet, these compact radios work from
one channel. An earpiece is included which connects to
the watch, enabling you to hear your fellow agent
discretely.

Imagine the possibilities... You can play a variety of
stupid pranks with your co-spy, and spread spurious gossip
as the target ofyour mirth walks past. They come in handy
when attempting to chat up members of *e opposite sex,
while pretending to be a secret agent. Oh, and in case you
forgot, it's watch too, so you can tell the time, date and
even count-down the seconds until it is time to start your
next spying expedition.

A small microphone is located underneath the mini flex
aerial on each watch.

Overall kids these days are totally spoilt... these are a
world apart from the string and cups used for similar fun
espionage only a decade ago.

Each watch has a hidden microphone, a set of
headphones, spare interchangeable watch fascials, and a
set of spare batteries.

Science Kit

This science kit would help in introducing science to
children in a delightful manner, as they could set up their
ovra laboratory to perform 10 science experiments. They
would learn about creating crystals, making a rainbow
among other scientific activities. Such a kit for 'doing'
science in a playfiil manner would help in instilling in young
minds an interest for science.

Hi-tech ideas for the Ageing

From robots to video telephones to an updated version
of Solitaire, university researchers and corporate giants
are touting new technologies as a cure for spiralling health-
care costs. Dozens of such prototype devices are recently
being developed and presented ata >"ite House conference
- aonce-a-decade gathering that helps plot ageing policy.
All these devices require is a house already wired with a
computer and broadband communication.
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That whether arguments logical or the otherwise, can shape ajudgement is
alv/ays debatable. There are hardly any dictum or principle that do not face
verbal opposition or criticism. Clash, conflict & controversy are as old as human
history. At times, | am doubtful whether human kingdom descended from a
common origin. The division into races istestimonial to inter-racial psychological
difference. Perhaps, that's way the Whites ruled over the Blacks and Hitler
asserted the superiority ofthe Germans. The assertive superiority of Caucasoid
over the Negroid, that the world has seen in from of colonialism refutes the
‘primeval-man’ theoiy ofsociety. At micro level ofhuman social relationships,
conflicts are equallj” vivid and unrefutably imminent. Ideological difference
amongst countrymen, idiosycrancies amongstbrotherhood are common in our
existence. This raises a fundamental question. Where does the common strain
ofmanhood lie? Brooding over the matter for long, | deduced that man is the
only creature the exhibits unique trait in each individual. Aren't tigers equally
ferocious and all lambs equally submissive. Then do we attribute this display
ofuniqueness to his rationality? | daringly disregard the concept of individuality
because our rationale is dichotomous. Very often, we fail to stand by our
assertion. The heart and the head contradict each other. The priority to emotion
makes us a sentimental fool and the tilt to rationale makes a machine of us.
The combination of these to dimensions in the best eugenics would prove
fruitful. But, not many are well versed this. This explains the statement | made
atthe very outset ofthis essay. The germs ofdebating are very much embedded
in our selves.

Dispute arises due to the lack of common accepted ethics ofjudgments or,
rather proclamation. Everyone is right in his own judgment and is skilled to
defend it. There can bt; no debate over 1+1=2. Whereas the constitution makers
boast ofthe comprehensibility ofthe Constitution of India, it failed to define
what are scheduled Tribe and Scheduled castes. The Gujjar controversy is an
ugly image to this fallacy. There are inter state disputes over the distribution
ofwater of Cauvery river. Had there been an ordained set of deciding factor,
such disputes would never have arisen.

Itis rather ironical and unfortunate that the tainted politicians, whose criminal
instinct become so evident on the assembly floors are the law framers of the
land. Every aspects of our existence is dichotomous. However, this is the
scenario in the high-ups. But is it worthwhile that we argue over culture and
technology? If not, what is this hullabaloo about? But, does it call for cross
passivity? Ifyes, what is the meaning of our existence? | don't intend to take
a stand because it would invite opposition and as | confessed my non clarity of
the resultant of an intent. | better keep mum.

God's in the heaven and

Everything is good \vith the world.



After six decades of her existence as an independent
nation, India today is widely acknowledged as one of the
global leaders in the making. This new formed status as a
major tower throws open unbounded possibilities although
it means "eater responsibilities for a young nation. Hence,
an analysis of the trade and external policies to be pursued
in light of the changing global scenario would help us
understand the nature of the challenges and opportunities
that lie ahead.

The foremost among these challenges is the need to
integrate our economy with the global economy while at
the same time, taking into account the concerns of tlie
marginalised sections ofthe society. While answers to these
challenges lie partly within the ambit of internal policy
choices, a lot depends on the success of our manoeuving in
various bilateral and multilateral fora. Inthis context, India’s
role inone ofthe midestmultilateral trade forum - the W.T.G.
- deserves appreciation. Our experience in the W.T.O. is
important as it holds usefiil lessons that might be applied in
our dealings with the larger global community.

One ofthe co-founders ofthe GATT (General-Agreement
on TariflFs and Trade) that led to the formation ofthe W.T.O.,
India remains duty-bound to implement a freer trade regime
at home and to see to itthat the removal oftrade restrictioris
becomes a more widespread phenomenon cutting across
sectors and continents. India's own record in implementing
the URUGUAY ROUND (U.R.) recommendations has not
been too bad. Infact, since the reform process got kick-
started, India has drastically reduced both tariff and non-
tariffbarriers, in almost all sectors and has raised FDI limits
in many crucial areas of the economy. A catalyst in this
process has been the growing realisation that protectionism
does not help an economy grow in the long run. Rather it is
through open trade and implementation of Ihe U.R. measures
that the country can experience welfare gains amounting to
2-3% GOR

This has been one of the major factors behind India's
agressive stance inthe WTO talks right since their inception.
India's representatives have exposed the double standards
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of western nations, who miss no opportunity to sing paens
to free-trade but are unwilling to come clean on their own
trade-distorting policies that serve their selfish interests. One
of India's major successes has been the formation ofthe G-
20 comprising of developing nations, such as Brazil, China,
Pakistan and others, with common interests especially in
agriculture. The strong bargaining power of the G-20 owes
largely to the fact that they represent over 60% ofthe world
population and over 70% ofthe world's rural population. As
such, they have been successful to a certain extent in
securing concessions from advanced nations, on matters
related to agri-subsidies, by dangling the prospect ofNAMA
(Non-Agricultural Market Access) to woo them.

However ofreal success in ending the stalemate at WTO
have been hard to come by. A major portion of the blame
has to be laid at the door of the advanced powers who are
reluctant to admit that existing structures and patterns of
trade render much more benefits on the richer nations then
they do on poorer ones. Ifthe WTO talks are to, truly lead
to greater human welfare, then the concems ofthe deprived
nations need to be addressed on a priority basis. In this
process, the role of the G-90, comprising of the less
developed countries (L.D.C.) of Africa, Carib™bean and the
Pacific, assumes significance. The G-20 lead by India can
usher in an era of freer but fairer world-trade only if it is
able to build bridge with the G-90 over shared concems
and sacrifice some of its short-term goals in the process.
Small they may be in size but through sheer number these
countries wield a lot of clout. And once all of them get
together to adopt a unified agenda for a progressive trade
regime, it would be difficult if not impossible to ignore
their demands. However ifthis unity is to last, it should not
be restricted only to negotiating positions at global fora. On
the contrary, this should pave the way for a comprehensive
alliance geared up to find an equitable path towards the
attainment of the minimum goals of development. Unlike
NAM, which had no economic basis and hence lost its
relevance, this alliance should be grounded in the
commonalities of the socio-economic experiences and



developmental aspirations of member nations.

Even ifittakes time to soften the obduracy ofdeveloped
nations and that the WTO deadlock continues, co-operation
among LDC's in freeing up trade amongst themselves
(without the harsh deadlines associated with the WTO) can
go a long way in helping them unshackle the chains ofunder
development and poverty. It therefore seems quite plausible
that in the ensuing decades, regional groupings such as
ASEAN and other multilateral unions such as the planned
south-south Federation (comprising of developing nations)
would seekto carve outa larger role for themseilves in helping
each other along the trajectory of growth and development.
Once this process of co-of)eration based on shared socio-
economic realities gets underway, even developed countries
would be tempted to join the party, lured by Ihe prospect of
greater market access for their products. Hence, this
approach might turn out to be a win-win proposition for all
parties concerned and in turn lead to a world free from
trade barriers of any sort.

As a precursor to the unfolding of such gigantic events,
what is expected from nations like ours is to don a much
larger role than we are used to. The challenge for hidia
would be to take care ofthe interests of the poorer nations
without letting go of opportunities to free up trade in areas
from which the largest possible benefits could be derived.
As the world's largest democracy, India is best suited to
unify the dispossessed and underdeveloped sections of the
world. However assuming such a role would require that
India's response to global issues are based on an ethical
world-view. Doubtlessly, these could be our greatest weapon
to secure our legitimate rights in any multilateral forum.
These would however entail sacrifices in several areas of
our interest. Moreover, to lead such an exercise requires an
egalitarian world-vision as well as a capability/ for risk taking
that our current leadership seems to lack sorely. Used as
we are to external policies .guided solely by the principle of
opportunism, it might be difficult for us to fathom the
significance of such a world vision.

Infact it is the lack of such a vision that explains why
we have few allies or friends in our own neighbourhood.
Even as we seek to forge strategic alliances with western
powers, can we ignore the fact that be it Nepal or
Bangladesh, Srilanka or Pakistan, politics in our
neighbourhood runs on a staple diet of anti-Indianism. Our
Big Brother attitude when it comes to our own backyard
makes a mockery of our protests against American
unilateralism. In fact, it is thanks to such £in attitude that
SAARC has turned into a big flop-show. It hardly helps
matters that China too vielvs India with mistrust. It is high
time that we acknowledge our failures and make a new
beginning to create a more unified South-Asia. An unilateral
lowering of the trade barriers by India and effective steps
towards larger economic co-operation in South Asia can
surely accelerate this process of reunification once the
immensity of the economic benefits of such South Asian
co-operation becomes apparent. A welcome fallout of this
would be the creation of various vested interests for the
maintenance of harmonious relations inthis region. Thereby
it would provide India the much needed space to play a
laiger global role that all ofus envision for our nation. Further,
this could give a real boost to India's Look East policy.
Integrating the North-Eastern economy of India with the
SAARC region should be seen as the basic step towards the

integration of the Indian economy with the wider
neighbourhood of South East Asia. In that way our
developmental experience would transcend narrow barriers
to become an all-encompassing affair in which all nations
of the region can share the fruits of our success.

This might also provide the much needed inducement to
Asian countries like Malaysia and Indonesia (which have so
far been hesitant to strengthen bonds with India) to shed
their inhibitions and come forward to forge an Asian
brotherhood based on ancient civilizational ties and modem
geopolitical realities. Only then can the dream of a Pan-
Asian economic union on the lines of the E.U. turn into a
reality. This would offer the Asian nations to play a decisive
role in shaping the world in the 21 st centuiy giving credence
to the much-touted claims of an Asian era on the making.
Apart from this concept o f Asian unity what deserves urgent
attention is the creation ofan union ofnewly developed and
developing countries sharing acommon colonial past which
would be able to play a major role in bringing about a just
and equitable world order. Nations like India should grab
such opportunities to unify the hitherto weaker nations of
the Asian, African and Latin American continents.

Once economic ties are strengthened between these
countries the process of forming a natural alliance based on
convergent interest would get underway. However while
this alliance can play a huge role in world affairs, this in
itself should only serve as a means to a nobler end-that of
raising human welfare at a global level. That can come about
only if a unified approach to target poverty and
undernourishment is launched as part of an attempt to bring
people ofthe globe closerto one another and thereby ensure
that peace endures in the long run.

The forces of globalisation should be seen as an useful
means in this process. For, once appropiate checks and
balances are designed to stop the ravages of globalization
on weaker nations, it can be an agent of unity as well as
prosperity. As it happens, the pioneers who championed the
rationale of free trade from Adam Smith to Richard Cobden
had aigued for a grand egalitarian vision of the world. To
)utitinthe words ofCobden, the leading Manshester League

iberal, the aim of free trade and open markets is, to change
the face of the world so as to introduce a system of
government entirely distinct from that which now prevails',
where, 'the desire and motive for large and mighty empires
and gigantic armies and great navies... will... die away...
when man becomes one M ily, and freely exchanges the
fruits of his labour with his brother man." Although this
may sounds as Juvenile ldealism, it is this ideal of an united
brotherhood of man that can propel thinkers and policy
makers to adopt a realistic approach towards ajust and fair
world order.
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UNLEASH THE

POWER W ITHIN

Ankita Sharma
TDC 3rd Ve, Dept, of Education

‘Live life, king size!," slogans like these are nowadays quite
common. So, should life really be lived for the sake of living it or
should it be lived with a purpose, a goal? Wandering thoughts of
such sort keep on knocking the minds of any average youngster.
And it is quite natural for such thoughts to occur because standing
at the threshold of an incoming adulthood, the mind at this stage is
in a fluid shape. So, it is of utmost need to mould it in an
appropriate shape, since it is the most crucial period and high time
for making the right decisions. The new generation or Gen-next as
called today represents the present breed of youth. The phase that
they are passing through is said to be the seed time of life. The
perky, pesky baby busters typify the new generation.

But unfortunately over the last few years, it has been observed
that the new generation has been exhibiting a reckless adolescent
spirit. They seem to be a troubled lot. Someone had once rightly
remarked, 'Life is so strange, so fickle! How little is needed to
make or break us!" And probably this is the case with today's
youngsters, the present youth, the torch bearers to the new
millennium. Eminent sociologists, psychiatrists, counsellors have
pointed out different reasons for this evolving trend. The growing
process of industrialization and urbanization is one of the major
reason. Another reason can be cited as the excessive impact of
modernization and the sound economic condition of the social strata.

The present society is in an transitional phase, due to the impact
of urbanization, industrialization and modernization. This transition
has become possible due to continuous contact with various
cultures, Western education and the spirit of renaissance.
Consequently, joint family culture took a back-seat and more and
more nuclear family emerged.

In the urban areas, people have become more competitive,
materialistic selfish and narrow minded. They are involved in the rat



race for profit in all margins of life. This has
resulted in stress and strain in social as well as
personal life strain and stress have been
instrumental to a great extent in winding gaps
among family members.

Somewhere, a competitive mentality has been
created a thin veil for the violence that is being
bred into the youth. Society today is rampant with
the evil effects of globalization. High levels of
stress due to competitive and achievement oriented
education and work environment, stress of nuclear
family, broken homes; all have contributed to the
frustrated angry young man of today. Constant
differences among parents retards psychological
development among children and they feel insecure
in later part of life and thus, can not differentiate
between right and wrong. In the process, children
from a very immature age inculcate values, as
shown through entertainment media. They try to
imitate their 'hero’. They fail to distinguish between
fantasy and reality. They can not digest failure in
life. Revenge, disobedience to law, come into their
psyche and they find nothing wrong with them. If
they find someone else overtaking them, they
resort to various means to get the upper hand OX'r
their rivals.

The new generation is low in frustration,
tolerance and seems almost devoid of emotion.
The desire to 'fit in' with the crowd is another
phenomena that is rampant all over.

Left with only their peers for support, they are
often misguided in their decisions and actions.
Parent to child discussions are almost nonexistent
today. Everyone is just pushing hard to fulfil life's
requirements. Now-a-days, if a father shouts at his
much loved daughter for wasting time instead of
studying, she consumes poison. This is the ston/
we get to hear very often. Welll Does this mean
that no parent used to scold a child before? Of
course, they did. But todays children are
emotionally insecure and for this not only guardians
but the whole society is to be blamed.

Today most youngsters can not imagine a life
without mobile phones, MTV, Channel V, designer
clothes etc. Their life-styles have been transformed
to be very comfortable and stylish. Home made
food is replaced by fast food, black hair by
coloured hair, 'MASOR TENGA:' is replaced by
pizzas and burgers and the list is endless. Further,
it is seen that the change is supported because it
is hard to choose the better from among the old
and new.

Juvenile Delinquency has almost become a
Universal phenomena. The latest National Crime
Record Bureau statistics reveals that the crime

rate is skyrocketing in the age group of 16 to 25.

‘Men talk of killing time, while time quietly kills
them'- Says Dion Boucicault. In life, there are
certain things which can be done very easily when
the time is favourable. But it may be very difficult
to do the same things when the time is
unfavourable.

The youth of today's world feel themselves
alienated and think that they belong nowhere. At
such a crucial time, right channelization with
proper inspiration is the only thing with which thing
can be balanced Psychiatrists prescribe the
following medicines : First, with patience. Second,
with trust. Third, with personal examples. Fourth,
by providing opportunities so that the young could
put their social concerns into practice. And finally,
with just a little bit of active guidance. Family can
play a pivotal role in providing basic source of
inspiration to the members who have gone off the
track. Also, the anger inside these young people
should be properly channelised towards the path of
constructive utility. As the popular saying goes -
'Anger is man's worst enemy and best friend,
depending entirely on how it is utilised'.

Achieving success is an urge ingrained in each
and every individual. So, the challenges should be
faced with courage and determination to conquer
fate and reach the goal. Youngsters should act
from the internal locus of control because only
then they would have belief in their own strengths.
Everything is possible to the person, who believes
in the self. As it is said, 'fortune favours the
brave'. One who has confidence wins half the
battle Will power is also a basic factor in men's
success or failure. According to the tenets of
modem psychology, two forces work within man -
eros and thantos. Eros is the will to live, to do and
thantos is the will to die. So, we should develop
our eros.

Positive attitude is also another vital
requirement for success. Optimism is the guru
mantra of success. Dhirubhai Ambani, was an
operator in a petrol pump in the Gulf. Because of
his optimistic outlook and perseverence, the giant
Dhirubhai Ambani group so that of the day. Thus,
success is bound for those who are determined
and working hard, self confident, honest and willing
to endure risks and who are not frittered away by
the obstacles of life. In the continuous struggle of
life, only they come out vectorious, who live life
with the 'can do' attitude. A better tomorrow lies in
the young hands of today. Life is what one makes
out of it and after all beneath all the fiustration,
anger and alienation of the youth, is an empathic
hunger to shine if nurtured by society.



ODE TO MY BEST FRIEND

Nasbin Sarkar
TDC 1styear, Dept, of English

Sixteen tough years of a lonesome life passed by,

But never found anyone on whom it could rely;

The world appeared ghastly with no pals but foes,
Ecstasy bade adieu and life ended in chaos;

Murky became the surroundings as they had always
seemed,

| pinched myself and found it was no dream,

My heart and soul became more bewildered;

As suddenly life's remaining comforts disappeared;
Then suddenly arrived a golden day;

Bringing with it an angel so gay,

| held her hand and walked my way;

[lluminated became my world with the sun's silver rays;
My mutilated heart began to heal with an amazing
swiftness,

Her company was the lone thing that gave me such
happiness.

My plaintive poetry turned on a new phase,

As she began to explain life as something of a sort of
fabulous craze;

Never did | get with anybody such a benign pleasure.

The moments spent with her began to be collected in
life's casket like

any valuable treasure;

And she made me silently wonder.

Is there anybody like her anywhere?

For me God's loveliest creation she always seem.

No wonder, with her humane nature she deserves the
best dream;

Today, the harsh ravages of time has set us apart,

But dear, never can we let our souls part;

How strong can be this stone hearted power of
separation

Which doesn'thavethe least power to lessenthe strength
of our relation;

Lets strengthen this lustrous bond even more together.
So that the world cite our friendship for ever and ever....

HOPE...

Maithilee Bhuyan
HS 2ndyear (At)

Every dark, fearful night
Gives birth to
A bright, carefree morn...

The dry, barren earth
Turns fresh and lush with the pour of
The first splash of monsoon rain...

The bare barks of trees
Are bedecked with tender, green leaves
With the advent of spring...

After every tempest
The enraged sea
Emerges calm and still...

In a gloomy, moonless night

A lonely star inthe distant horizon
Shines brightly

Radiating hope...

Hope" The very essence of nature

That keeps the world going

Brings comfort to every disconsolate soul
And lights up every discontent heart...

M OTHER EARTH

Barun Purkayastha
TDC 1styear, Cept, of Economics

How little the earth owes me;
And so much to her | owe
Yet, as all ye men can see.
To her, | amdearer though.

What shall cease, when | am not here?
The sun shall shine and the rivers will flow
And men shall be no less queer,

But that | am not here, none shall know.

Yet, like a doting mother, she loves me.
And bares her bosom upon my tender lips;
While I suckle like the little baby.

The wind passes by and songs emerge from the tulips.



UNSANSHED SAME

Prasanta Das

TDC 2nd Year, Dept, of History

The day appeared breaking all speculations,
Was nervous from the time | heard about it,
Courage was their with me.

But a bit of fear was also present.

Night passed on closing the gaps of time,
Knew that if | would expose my fear

| can't console her

As she was much more eloped with fear.

Morning brings a new message,
But not this one.

Went to the cafe and closed my eyes before it.

And all of a sudden opened it.

Could achieve what | wished,
But was not satisfied

Thee was not happy.

So, how could 1?

Even now if | bear a smile on my face

Can | say am satisfied?

A smile can make others happy

But does anyone know it's real or perverted?

OLIVER’S TRY

Pori Teronpi
HS 2ndyear (Ats)

Love me not, | am falsehood.

My life betrayed my childhood

And there's no will left which is good.
Languages seem with drawing my mind

As dirty words thrown, no looks kind.

Upon me, the growing gazes in line-

Lined in circle, to make me a centre of it

And the dirty rags in rows, ready to eat;
Ready to eat my reckless steamed meat.

Where is that power left ina lifeless creature,
A creature living inextreme measure-

A lifeless unending pain packed as treasure;
My treasure is filled, filled with double the pain
Sadness, loneliness and madness is my train.
My whole life, by their hands, is slained

IN THE SEARCH FOR AN

UNKNOWN

Nizampriya Kalita
NS Istyear (Science)

Today the sky is clear.

The moon looks lush.

With the advent of spring

The nature is bedeched with green.
But| am restless? Why?

When | think of you, your innocent face
Ah! | am dejected,

A corner inmy heart is heavy,

| amtotally at detest.

But nothing seems to pacify;

| remember my days of trauma

When your words gave me strength
They seemed to show me

a new way of life.

But suddenly, you disappeared into the blue
to a mysterious land.

| have stretched my hands

Still 1 can not find You.

Where are you?

Are you the star that is shining bright these days?
Well then give me power, so that

| can continue my journey.

Give me strength to spread love and
unity inthe human race.



ANSST |

«

Anusha Phukan
HS 13year (Science)

For just a few moments

Your charms whisked me dway,

Which made me feel

All the very gay.

The tenderness of your voice

Touched my heart,

The soft laughter of yours

Mersmerized me from the start.

My wish wos fulfilled

My pot of happiness refilled.

Happiness flowed through rty vein

And | never dreamt of the pain to regain.
Suddenly a gust of cold wind blew,
Snatched everything - every happy thought
it slew.

In one moment, my cask of happiness
Burst into smitheruns.

What inyour mind reside.

It really does not confide. Sushmita Lahkar
Your attitude shocked me TDC3rdyear, Dept, of Anthropology

Cause it changed like the sea.
One moment you smiled-

RUMINATIONS...

And turned my world into heaven In the threshold of life's summer.

The next moment you f rowned” Turning back the pages of life,

And halted my heart's caravan. | sot to think of the bygone spring;

Confused | am When ‘cares'-a stranger and leisure- a friend,

As | still can not understand- When you hove the precious possession called time.

The meaning of your actions Alas, Time isth_e fastest inits fIighf[!

Which left me feeling like a one-night stand. AIZ days end nights pass by unnoticed, | am a year
older.

How | yearn to walk in the grass, wet with dew
When the first rays of the morning sun

Cast a golden have over the sleeping earth.

And admire the sprouting of a new leaf

The nonchalent bloom of a flower.

How | every the naivety of a young child

The gleeful laugh of the innocent few.

This summer which leaves you in a mundane world.
With notime to spare inthe mad rush

of completing a myriad of undone tasks.

Do life have any meaning at this point?

Is it worth living and hoping for better days?
Feels like, | am swimming in a vast ocean;

And to my utter despair, the shore is but a mirage!
As | pause in my relentless ruminiations,

| wonder.

When did | ever ceaseto live...



BOUNDLESS
RETICENCE

(ASILENT TALE UNTOLD...)

Sudipta Dipak Baruah
HS 2ndyear (Seience)

Tears rolled down my cheeks, my sobs became more
violentand soon, my body wasjerking as I cried, holding
onto my husbands jacket, hiding my face in his strong
chest - his comforting arms around. Could | have
prevented what had happened? Possibly. But could I have
avoided seeing this day? Surely. Why was | so careless;
What, wliy did | overlook so many things?

We lived in the outskirts of Jorhat during that time.
My husband Diganta, a loving and caring gentleman, was
an Lie agent. Our two lovely young daughters-
Reetashree and Geetashree were eight and six years of
age. We lovingly called them Reetu and Geetu.. As for
me, | was then a teacher in a local primary school.

Ourvillage in Pani Chokuwa, though small, was veiy
homely and the people were extremely helpfijl. Roads
were cleaned regularly by the villagers themselves.
Although not pitched, they were well drained. Nature
gifted our Podumoni Village with open hands. There was
greenery all around. During the winter, migratary birds
would take shelter in the Podumoni Beel. The Reserved
Forest at the end ofthe village was an abode ofvarious
animals - endangered as well as near extinct. Every
season carried its characteristic smell in the air. One
would surely get the sweet smell of Qelicious ripe
mangoes in summer. Every house had a I'eeat
their courtyard which sent the scent of Autumn into the
air e\Hyyear.

The people were peace loving and cooperated with
each other during times of crisis. There was but one
Namghar inthe entire village and no religion based cults
existed to diminish the grandeour ofour village. During
the birth of my daughters, help and support poured in
from our neighbours. When they were able to walk, they
would spend hours and sometimes entire days at some
Tand', some |O'some Bortaand Borma's house.

I nevei' found them athome when I returned from school.
But I never had any cause to be afraid of as everyone
knew our daughters in this small village. Diganta, too,
was told by everyone how lovely and smart both ofthem
were. Our hearts used to leap in pride.

One day after a hectic work schedule at school, |
returned home and was tiding up the drawing room when
Reetu and Geetu entered. Reetu was holding Geetu's
hand and Geetu's eyes were full of tears; she was also
covered in dirt. Probably she got into a fight with
someone. | asked Reetu -

; 'What happend to her, Reetu?'

'l don;t Imow, Ma. | went ahead to Dhan Borta's
house and she came after me in this condition?

: 'What's the matter, Geetu?'

With tightly sealed lips, she just shook her head. |
was very tired after a long day at work to coax out of
her whom she had a fight with. It could be anyone -
Meenu, Radha, Sewali, just about many small children.

:'Alright, go have a bath - both ofyou. And come to
the kitchen for lunch.’

Both of them obeyed. At lunch table. I noticed that
Geetu was less cheery and ate her lunch silently. Then,
she took a nap without being told and at evening, got
dovm to study. It was a really changed Geetu who had
to be waxed to sit at her study table.

Atnight, 1 told Diganta about the change in Geetu's
behaviour. AH he said was-

;'Our daughters are growing up and they need to get
serious to do well. Geetu's change seems to be for good.'

From the next day, Geetu was her usual cheery self
f£igain. But she no longer needed any waxing to perform
her daily jobs and to sit down to study. These changes
made me happy. Reetu was serious in her studies from
the very beginning of her school life. It was Geetu who



was my cause of concern. It gave me immense joy to
watch her inculcate interest in studies.

Then, Diganta got a permanent full time job at the
heart of the city. We decided to move into town and got
both our dear daughters admitted to the Don Bosco School
in Baghchung. Moving into a rented house in the
residential Cholodhara area in the city, | joined a
Montessory School nearby.

Both our daughters performed well in the class. The
teacher showered us with praises during the parent -
teacher meetings. Feeling that they might get bored
during the evening, we got Reetu and Geetu admitted in
Bharat Natyam in Jorhat Music Scool. Even there, they
excelled. We were very proud of our daughters.

At the age of 13 years, when she was still in class
seven, Geetu gave her first public performance in Bharat
Natyam at Jorhat District Library Auditorium. The
cultural multitude gathered there was so impressed by
her gracefulness that she got an offerto dance inaVCD
film. But to our surprise, she flatly refused citing reasons
pertaining to studies. We were so moved by Her sense
ofduty! Imagine me worrying about her not being studious
when she was young!

Meanwhile, Reetu did a marvellous job in her class
ten board exams. She bagged a percentage of 95.5 and
with that, got admitted into the well reputed Narengi Army
School in Guwabhati.

: 'Ma, Bless me that | may do a result similar to
Reetuba. ljust want to see you smile always and remain
happy forever.’

- Was what Geetu told me the night Reetu went to

Guwabhati with her father. I kissed her on the forehead.

; "My blessings are always there with you, my child'.

A short story writing competition was organised by
the School Activity Society when Geetu reached Class
IX. The day results were declared, Geetu ran in from
the school Bus, hugged me and gave me a news -

: 'Ma, | stood first in the short story writmg
Competition.'

My heart leaped withjoy. Itcome to me as a surprise
because | never knew that she had participated. Even
Diganta took time to swallow the news and hug her to
congratulate.

Prizes would be given away atthe annual day function
we decided to give Geetu a surprise by being present at
the function. So Diganta and | took our days off and
reached the school hall just in time to see our daughter
move upto the dais on stage and receive the prize from
the Deputy commissioner. Her charming smile lighted
the entire hall. After she took her prize, Geetu was
requested to read her short story she obliged.

Standing before the loudspeaker, she read out her
story, loud and clear. But as it progressed, my joy shifted
to recognition and then to shock.

Geetu's story was about how a young village girl, six

year old, was sexually molested by a stranger, how her
mother took her tears for granted and how she went
ahead and took a bath before hoving lunch normally. The
story progressed to say how the girl decided to keep the
incident quiet for fear of seeing tears in her mother’s
eyes and how she changed her way of life later to just
keep her parents happy. Geetu was narrating a true story
- a story about herself.

I was breathless when the story ended. The audience
roared in applause and I looked into my husband's eyes.
Diganta, too was shocked. We could not remain in the
hall any more and immediately returned home.

As soon as Diganta closed Ae door behind me, Ibroke
down. My violent wails and sobs knew no bounds. No
matter how much Diganta consoled and tried to comfort
me, | could not control myself He was himself in tears
too.

Why? Oh! Why didn't | pay a little attention to her
that day? Why wasn't | by her side when she needed
me most? Why did | leave my daughter alone to live
with this monstrous truth?

There, Geetu has entered the house, her trophy in
her hand with a bright smile, she was about to proclaim
her achievement and then, stopped petrified on the spot.
Seeing my grown up baby, I hid my face in my hands
and broke down further. Diganta slowly narrated how
we went ahead to surprise her and that we heard her
story.

By now, Geetu was in tears, too...

:'Ma, why did you? It was better you didn't know. |
have tried to live out ofit. I had to hide the truth to keep
you happy. Why, ma?'

I controlled myself somehow. Probably there is still
time?

- 'Geetu, tell me exactly what had happened?' - |
asked amidst sobs.

:'No, Ma..

:'But I need to know. After all, | am your mother..." |
utterred the lastword within me. | feU ashamed to speak
italoud. Where was | when my baby needed the strength
and the support?

Slowly, Geetu told us how she was picked upon her
way to Dhan Borta's house by a stranger and how she
was assaulted. Her words pierced me like poisoned darts.

:'But Ma', she went on, 'l have tried and lived out of
that neither have I seen that man again, nor will I, I hope.
But | have not let that filthy incident ruin my life. Ma,
forget that it had ever happened, just like I did. | have
grown keeping the truth close to me and | hope to live
on.'

Saying so, she picked up her school bag and ascended
the stairs to her room. I sobbed, I am crying and I know
- my heart will keep crying forever. | hid my face in
Diganta's chest, ashamed, insecure and totally alone in
this world.



Ting Tong, Ah! Why can | never have a good sleep!
Meena woke up halfasleep and opened the door, it was
6 O' clock in the morning and the maid was standing
outside. After opening the door she went back to her
bed. She was about to sleep and suddenly the maid
entered her room and asked her ofwhat she would cook.
She gave her instructions and finally went to bed. The
bell rang again and this time the servant had arrived.
Her life was such a mess that she cannot even have
truce away from her home also. So, she finally decided
to get up. Sitting on her bed, yawning and stretching her
hands, suddenly she had a glance on the unpacked gift
on the table which she had brought for her step mom's
birthday.

Meena was very young when her parents parted and
she was left in the custody of her father Two years
later her father finally decided to get married again. This
time her new mom was a real witch. Before marriage
she showed her love towards Meena with an intention
to impress her father. She made him feel that she could
take care of his one and only daughter. But soon after
the marriage her darker side came to light. She began to
curse Meena for every little things.

Meena now in scurry got out of her bed and began
packing the gift. Brooding on the packed gift that was
lying on her table, Meena's past started to flash in her
eyes as one of the most scandalous memory of her life.
She still remember the day, it was 23 August 1984
Meena's Birth day, her 10*birthday. She was very happy
on that day like all other children used to be because of
the gifts she would be receiving from, her friends and
relatives and love from all her near and dear ones. She
prayed that atleast her birthday passes on in a happy-

go-lucky way but to her utter dismay it didn'tturn out as
she had wished.

She was very busy that day along with her cousins
since morning, decorating her house with balloons, ribbons
and so on. Finally, the clock struck six and it was the
party time. She was dressed in her new pink fancy frock
and was waiting eagerly for her friends and relatives to
arrive. Slowly all the guests began to gather and the party
began to progress. Meena heard Jaantu, ‘Come and cut
the cake.' It was her father calling for her to cut the
cake. 'Happy Birthday to you dear Meena.' The birthday
song began to be lipsed by everyone present in the partj'.
Finally, the time arrived for the dinner, all her friends and
relatives moved towards the dining hall. Her step mom
was just about to serve the victuals on the paper plates
that were. Fillh long since, where creepy-cravely were
dancing here and there that Meena saw her mother and
creed out not to do so. All the guests who had gathered
near the dining hall at once turned back and saw the
filthed paper plates in her hands. Slowly the whole air
enside the hall began to fill with the whispering of the
people. Her mom got embarrassed and she at once
rushed upstairs and filled Meena's father ears with on
entirely made up story where Meena was to be found
guilty. Her father without trying to know the real fact
spanked poor Meena in front of everybody that too on
her birthday.

Twenty years had passed now, but that very incident
was still fresh in Meena's mind but she as a dutiflil girl, left
behind all her grudges, liftedthe presentand wentto dispatch
itto her old mom who stays in Guwahati. The sagacity of
obligations towards her mother inspite o fshe being quarried
by her step mom was still alive in Meena.



Student Vice-President

At the very out set | would like to pay
my heartfiil gratitude to all my cottonian
friends and especially to those who have
considered me eligible to be in the Union
Society to serve the Cotton College. In my
tenure of one year, | have got different
opportunities to serve this institubon to
mantain its glory.

First and foremost, as my duties engulf,

I would like to thank Mr. Chandan Brahma, Hon'ble Minister
for Panchayat, Rural Development and Transport along with
Mr. Bibhuti Bhushan Borthakur, President Assam state NSUI
unitwho donate a multigymto KKH PG Boys Hostel of Cotton
College completely under myjurisdiction.

In my tenure | have also been successful to arise the
cottonian, insocial matters. Expressing concern on bomb-blast
in important areas of Guwahati a peace rally was taken out
against terrorism under my arrangement on the 6th of Nov.
2006. Again on 8th of Jan. 2007 a peace rally of all Cotton
family was arranged by me against the killing of the innocent
hindi speaking people in Assam. Along with other cottonian
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friends 1 also raised my voice against the Gauhati University
authorities regarding anomalies in the examination procedure
of Degree couses which had yield fruitful results.

On behalf of CCUS, | took active participation on
demanding upgradation of Cotton College to a Deemed
University. Inthis regard, press meet was called on the 8th of
Dec. 2006. Hopefully efforts have been made to envisage
Cotton College as Deemed University in the recent years.

Regarding the 33rd National Games 2007 held in Assam, 1
led the Cottonians to be an active contingent of this mega event.
I have given a list of arround 50 cottonians of which most of
them are selected for serving the event as volunteers and made
Cotton proud. 1 don't know how much I could lead my alma
mater to the zenith possible, but inspite of non assurance of
any fund fromthe authority, I think I could make every Cottonian
aproud Cottonian. At last | would like to extend my love and
gratitude to all Cottonians especially the boarders of KKH PG
Boys Hostel and to all the members of CCUS.

As said by the great english poet, Robert Frost | end up
my words and this being my notion towards life.

And miles to go before | sleep

And miles to go before | sleep...

Long live Cotton College

Rintu Dutta Bora
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S ecretary, D

e b atin g an

Amongthe Assamese people itis

a dream come true when we get a

call upto the dais at the day of

admission at Cotton College and when

you become a part of the Union

Society by contesting College polls

that comes out to be the rarest of

opportunities. Thus | present my

heartiest gratitude to all my cottonian friends for their

support and co-operation in helping me execute my

responsibility as the Secretary of Debating and
Symposium section for the session 2006-2007.

Being secretary for one year, the need for a debating
club for Cotton College seemed to be one ofthe most
indispensables. The development ofa society withouta
true independent debating scenario is not possible,

d

Sym p o sium Section

upgradation of Cotton College. We even approached
PIRD minister and Prime Minister.

During my visit to Delhi I also invited Colleges of
Delhi University and Jawaharlal Nehru University for
the MCB Debate which was held on 7 and 8 September
2007. And the School of International Studies, J.N.U.,
took away the first prize of MCB National Level
Debating Competition. And they also walked away out
with the Best Debator award.

Ithank Dr. Amp Jyoti Choudhury for his all support
and guidance throughoutthe MCB debate. | also Aank
Pranjal Pratim Konwar and Swaraj Phukan, who helped
me to publish the souvenir. I mustalso thank all CCUS
members and my friends who supported and co-operated
me throughout the arrangementofMCB debate 2007.

May Cotton College perform better and reach greater

I, alongwith General Secretary Samiran Baishyawent heightthan the past gloiy.

to Delhi simultaneously taking the burning topic of

Secretary,

At the very outset, | offer my heartfelt thanks to my
Cottonians friends for electing rne as the Cultural
Secretary for the session 2006-2007.1would also like to
convey my sincere gratitude to all my friends. C.C.U.S,
office bearers and especially to my hostel mates of
S.M.H. Hostel for their invaluable support and co-
operation that gave me the courage and zeal to give rny
best and form per my duties well during my active tenure.

Various competitions were held under my section
during the college week. | was elated to see eagerness
ofthe Cottonians to participate in the competitions held.
I also tried my bestto build a platform for these budding
talents. One ofthe major achievements during my tenure
is that our college students were capable of bringing
second position inthe Inter College Youth Festival 2007
and thus laurels to the College. (Results of the various
canprtitious) My sincere thanks goes to Prof. in-charge
Dr. Suresh Ch. Bora whose intense guidance and co-
operations in all step helped me to perform my duties
with ease. Thanking you all

Vive la Cotton College

Vive la Assam

Cultural

Pranjit Hazarika

Section
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Secretary,

Atthe verybeginmng | convey my sincerethanksto
all the cottonians and specially to all my friends and
hostelmates for electing me as the General Sports
Secretary for the seesion 2006-07. During my tenure |
along with 12 cottonians represented our college in
Gauhati University Intercollege Atheletic Meet'06 held
at Nalbari College Ground, Nalbari. In the various
competitions all our Athletes tried their best effortsto
with but only two ofthem got prizes. Among them |
got 2nd prize in shot put throw and Brindaban Gogoi

G eneral
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Sports Section

of T.p.C. 1styear got 3rd prize in

Triple Jump. | offer my heartfelt

thanks to my Prof-in-charge Dr.

Pradip Sharma Sirand Prof Ganesh

Wary Sir for guiding us in the Inter

College Athletic Meet. At last | wish

once again my heartfelt tkanks and

gratitude to all the members of cotton family. List of
winners in various competitions held during Annual
College Week.



100mtn Race (Boys): 1st. Samuijjal Das, 2nd. Suijya
Borsaikia, 3rd. Arup Pawe

100 mtr. (Girls): 1st Mridusmita Talukdar, 2nd.
Hiranya Baniah, 3rd. Plabita Das.

200 mtr. (Boys): 1st Suijya Borsaikia, 2nd. Arup
Pawe, 3rd Brindaban Gogoi/ Dhoneswar Doley

200 mtr. (Girls): 1st. Mridusmita Talukdar, 2nd.
Hiranya Baruah, 3rd. PlabitaDas

400 mtr. (Boys): 1st. Surjya Borsaikia, 2nd. Arup
Pawe, 3rd. Kishanu Hazarika

400 mtr. (Girls): 1st. Mridusmita Talukdar, 2nd.
Hiranya Baruah, 3rd. Jayshree Borah

800 mtr. (Boys): 1st Surjya Borsaikia, 2nd. Suraj
Mili, 3rd. Arup Pawe

800 mitr. (Girls): 1st Mridusmita Talukdar, 2nd.
HiranyaBaruah, 3rd. Priyanka Hazarika

1500 mtr. Race : 1st Ajit Phukan, 2nd. Surjya
Borsaikia, 3rd. AbhijitBor”

Shot put (Boys): 1st. Dony polo B.K. Deori, 2nd.
Rajib Deori, 3rd. Utpal T halia

Shot put (Girls): 1st Hiranya Baruah, 2nd. Plabita
Das, 3rd. Pori Teronpi

Discuss Throw (Boys): 1st. Utpal Thakuria, 2nd.
Doni Polo B.K. Deori, 3rd. Brojo Saha

Discuss Throw (Girls): 1st Hiranya Baruah, 2nd.

Secretary,

With this opportunity, |
extend my heartiest greetings
and thanks to all my fellow
Cottonians to elect me as the
‘Secretary, Tennis Section'. |
won't forget to thank my Prof-
in-charge for his co-operation
and guidance to follow my
responsibilities. Let me start

with the participation of Cotton College in 'SPIRIT-
06', an open sportsmeet hosted by IIT- Guwahati at
their campus. | took our team to participate in
football, volleyball, athletics along with tennis, even
when their responsible secretaries were not swom
for their respectives offices. | take pride for this
success and thank the players for their remarkable
sportman spirit and the glory they brought to the
institute. Now | come to "Annual College week-06..
Lawn Tennis, for what | actually stand for, need a
lot of encouragement in our college. Players

Tennis

Pori Teronpi, 3rd. Plabita Das

Javelin Throw (Boys): 1st Utpal Thakuria, 2nd.
Dibyajyoti Shivananda, 3rd. Gautam Konwar
Javelin Throw (Girls): 1st Hiranya Baruah, 2nd.
PlabitaDas,

3rd. SunitEiKathar

Long Jump (Boys): 1st Suraj Mili, 2nd. Brindaban
Gogoi, 3rd. Arup pawe

Long Jump (Girls): 1st Mridusmita Talukdar, 2nd.
Hiranya Baruah, 3rd. Rojee Brahma

(4x100)m Relay Race (Boys) : 1st. Arbinda
Mahanta/Ajit Phukary Surjya Borsaikia/Sesenjit Roy
2nd. Nehru Pegu/ Kishianu Hazarika/Himangshu
Sonowal/ RitupamaBorali

3rd. Owahidur Zaman/ Utpal Thakuria/ Jyotiprasad
Medhi/ Hemen Das

Best Athlete: Boys - Surjya Borsaikia

Girls - HiranyaBaruah

Kabaddi (Boys): Wimier - K.K.H. Boys Hostel,
Runnership - S.N.B.C. Boys Hostel

Kabaddii (Girls) : Winner- N.B.D. Girls Hostel,
Runnersup - S.K.L. Girls Hostel

Nehru Pegu

Section

participating in the event can be counted on your
fingertips. So here's an appeal to all my fellowones
that if you're interested, please come into it. It's one
ofthe fastest growing sports in the world. Just step
forward and make the game more competitive. We
need to increase our number in this arena.

So to conclude | once again thank my all well-
wishers and friends for their support and love, that
| enjoyed throughout my secretarial tenure. | would
wish that 'Cottonian’ shouldnot bejust an identity,
but should be feeling running through the blood of
each and every Cottonian all round the Globe.

1. Men Singles - Champion : Mukut Sh.
Konwar, Runners u p : Himangshu Sonowal

2. Men Doubles : Champion : Jayanta Kalita
and Kishanu Hazarika, Runners up : Subrat Bora
and Bidyut Bikash Bomah.

Thanks to all the participants.

Bidyut Bikash Baruah
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Secretary,

Football

Secretary, Girls’ Common Room

At the veiy beginning | convey my
sincere thanks to all my brothers and
sisters of Cotton College for electing
me as the Girls' Common Room
secretary for 2006-07. | would also
like to convey my heartfelt gratitude
to my Prof-in-charge Mrs. Akunthita
Borthakur and all my hostel boarders
for their kind help. 1 am extremely
thankful to our respected vice

principal madam Mrs. Nandita Bhattacharjee for her
guidance and co-operation during my tenure.

Resuhs of the competitions %elg during the college
week.

Bridal Competition - Priyanka Bora (1st), Tonmoyee
Rani Neog (2nd), Ayushree (2nd), Pori Teronpi (3rd),
Kanchan Jalan (3rd).

Salad Competition : Papori Gogoi (1st), Navanita
Mazumdar (2nd), Nilufar Mana Begum (3rd).

In association with the Cotton College Women Forum
a, meeting was organised on the 2 3 September. The
appointed speaker, ex. Prof. Minoti Borth~ur delivered
the lecture which was very useful for the student.

At last | once again extend my gratitude to all the
members of Cotton family and wish the institution world
wide glory in the years to come.

JaiHind:

Long live Cotton College Union Society.

Upasana Kalita

Section

At the very outset, | convey my sincere thanks and gratitude to all the cottonian
friends and especially to my hostel boarders of S.R.B. Hostel for electing me as
the Secretary offootball section for the year 2006-07.1would also like to convey
my heartfelt gratitude to my Prof in-charge Mr. Paban Shaharia whose guidance
made everything to happen smoothly

There was only competition that too in college week. The teams particepated
were the seven boys hostels ofour college. And the champion ofthe tournament

was MNDPhostel and Runners upwas S.N.B.C. Hostel. Mr. Swarupananda Boro was the best football

player of the year 2006-07.

At last | once again extended my gratitude to all the members of cotton family and wish the
institution aworld wide glory in the years to come.

Long live Cotton College Union Society.

Hazarat Ali Pradhani



Secretary, Hockey section

Atthe very outset | would
like to give my heartfelt
thanks to all my cottonian
friends for electing me as
the secretary of the hockey
section for the session
2006-07 and very specially |
offer my hanksgiving to all
the SRBians and my fellow

mates, without whose supportthis would not
have been possible. | would also like to offer
my heart—core gratitude to Dr. Santanu
Chakraborty ofPol. Science Departmentwho
had been guiding me through out the event, in
hosting the events and bringmg it out with great
success. | am also inmensely grateful to all
those who have helped me is conducting the
eventwith great success in all possible ways,
very specially to mention a few, my seniors,
Surojitda, Uddi da, Bivash da, Jyotirmoy da
and Francis da, my hostel mates, Ringpi,
Pankaj, Manash, Tathoe, Haloi, Pritam, Newat,

Pandit, Ajay, Mayat and Hayrat and Jimmy da of
SMH who helped me is bringing out the games
schedule.

Due to lack ofplayground and other
facilities at the college premise, the event was
hosted at the SAI field located at Paltanbazar.
Altogether teams comprising ofthe 7 different
hostels participated in the event and it did not
take more than three days to complete the
event. Altogether '6' matches have been played
out ofwhich the final match was played
between KKH PG Hostel and SMH Hostel.
And after a heart-throbbing match, KKH PG
Hostel emerged the champion ofthe eventand
SMH followed with the runners up trophy.
Abhijit Saikia of KKH PG hostel was awarded
as the Best Player of the tournament.

Once agam | would like to thank each and
everyone who have helped one in bringing out
the eventwith great success.

Thankyou. JAIAIASOM

Dhiren Pegu
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