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confused with secularism or atlieism as here defined
as in accordance with ancient religious tradition of
India."” A slate is sccular which is
neither religious nor irreligious, nor antireligious but

wholly detached from religious dogmas and thus

neutral in religious matters,
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Yuradeng Ayirdok Dagdung Ko:ne bi

Kulo Ram M ili

M.A, 3rd Sem.
Dcptt. of Philosophy

<pR'"~c”
In<k 51

Do:iiyib” gi'dungku be”lamc'n si*gla,
Gi*niMungku le"dii]o tani:ye” taore” —Ta|A
Sa:bo Soibane" sitte® menjenge”
Ptyttaiige™ pe\*inge” tapume” tayinge'
Ailct/ du:teniige'm mala
Mo;di*se™ kangiW ggji*ge gemage”
Me‘;po me”ngane" si“sang ope:e® n woi
Dukkiibe" duglabla ka:si® Suduine"
Ailcc® okum ri®nngo;ge"m. (7i'5n% 15N iQ 1A |
Odo ayirdo lungkulin minc'T"o
Nge”~;tu tunla sipak - pakia
Kaii“kdung do;nyike' gil<uuamde”m
Akke lendung gi"mankape”
Yumdc”ng ayirdo lanite™ araipe”
Sc/:kosin Se*:kom Kango sumang
Arkubc” arrabia ailce™ gi"te*nge®

Tolokke”™ gi~doku inc".nani Ko;nebF .
..... *»t.. t >f . K

. / .
Me”;po mola yiijiim y_|rpeJa \f i\ A S \ﬁ
Kango suma okkomsin :
B<yrrako;ii'Tcto bolo:lo:pe”
Berpa tokuma si:de'-po:pide”
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Ni“Ronjit Ronghang
I M.Sc. 3rd~eih™~ter.

Deptt. ofeoo ™,

Sami nangphan ne sb ~ '~ e
Nang raje mumang ne tertgne un-e.
Saminai“phatinangthejcidngiete
Ne seiTe oi-ejokje
Saminangphaa tt*eng do-;
ManaiAturprinpreje
M onjirso nangjapdunpl
Lichetonglomalong along,
Saminang pen ne
Bonta lake ne mumang, ?
m ir pa”jpe detio lan™~han
li/fasi sengve nang chej
0 bong, 0 mirapu
Ne Kemang Ke Nanghenl
Nang sontliQt Ke ne long io.\
Ne chinine*nang'nong nang

Li chetonglo samifova”~along-

Bontg~"do~'neseng”~~g{)ha~n

Ne.K:6p~t[ Ib pu necKitinloldW

Lastsengve nang ch™~ohon

t) Bong O mirapui© “™ngphon

-/

YOD MY DEAR

Ronjit Ronghang

M .Sc.

3rd Semester

Deptt. ofZoology

Dear, my heart lingers you
Can’t forgetyour charm,
Dear, if 1don’t see you
My heart breaks.

Dear, my heart lingers you.
‘G litters tlie shine of moon.
The breeze across my way
Dearyou ~d.m e.

Butit’s only my dream
Flowers doesn’t bloom .for me.

~NvSo, Let’s transmiit yoiir heart

fO |I dear, oh flower, oh my sweet heart

My destinatioSkforyou
Can’tgetagirllike you

We metin th™ toad side

3%
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Worid Library ofCongress— The name itselfgives
a status of height. Many ofour authors are aware of this
library but few have had the privilege o fvisiting the same.
The library of congress has its field office in different
capitals ofcountries. The field offices are responsible for
acquisition of books and other materials from that
particularcountry and depositto different libraries o fUnited
States of America and British Public Library, The book
may either be in English orin regional language depending
upon the standard o f that particular book.

1 have written a few books in English and also in
Assamese and luckily all my books got selected by the
Central Book Selection Committee and these books have
been distributed in 13 American Universities and also in
the British Public Library, London. | was a happy person
forthisachievementbutalways wanted to visitthis Library
of Congress.

Recently, | was invited by the University of
Columbia, in New York City to deliver lecturers there. |
wentto U.S.A, and after finishing my job in Columbia, 1
went to Washington D.C. as | had alonging desire to see
my books in the shelfofthe world’s biggest library.

If one goes to Washington D.C., he can see within
arange o faboutone and halfmile all the national museums,
the Capitol building, the Library of Congress and the
W ashington Monument standing upright. It is really
m assive and cannot be explained if one does not see in
with one’s own eyes. The entry in itselfis abigjob. | had
not much of a problem as 1 could identify myself as an
author and the security immediately checked the list of
the authors and took me to aroom. There | had to fill up
aform andthey took one photograph ofmine. Every thing
was very quick and streamlined. The librarian gave me a
card bearing my name and photograph and | can now use
that card fof another two years.

When the American Nation was just over one

hundred yearsold, the Congress o fthe United States voted

THE LIBRARY OF
CONGRESS
AT WASHINGTON D.C.

Dr. Arup Kumar Hazarika

to create anew library to house it’s burgeoning collection.
First called Congressional Library, the building was later
named Thom as Jefferson, who sold his persona! library
to the Nation. Built in the lastyears of nineteenth century
atthe momento fthe United States’ entrance on the world
stage, the Thomas Jefferson Building was the marble and
granite embodiment of the young nation’s WE HAVE
ARRIVED TO LEAD?” Spirit. It rivaled many of the great
European buildings ofthe period with elaborate creations
in plaster, mosaic, paint, and stone, aswell as bold use of
technology, such as elevators and the pneumatic tubes
for transporting books. Today the Thomas Jefferson
Building houses a wealth of collections and resources
unimagined by its creators— it remains a national library
for the people of America and an open resource to the
world.

The Tliomas Jefferson Building, the symbol and
the soul of the library of Congress, commands a view
across the First Streetto the United States Capitol Building
in Washington D.C., where the seeds ofthe Library were
first planted in 1800. Begun in late 1886 and completed in
1897, the building pays homage to its cultural antecedents,
the national libraries ofEngland and France, through both
of its design and purpose. Known as the Library of
Congress, or main building until 1980, the embellishments
that complete the building serve to showcase the varied
reserves of art and culture of the growing republic. The
guided touch that crowns the 195 feet high dome
represents learning, a theme central to the Library's
purpose and one that is reflected consistently throughout
the inside and outside of the edifice. The decorations,
modeled on the elements ofthe 1893 world Columbian
Exp osition in Chicago, celebrate America’ unique cultural
ambition.

The grand approach to the building suggests the
innumerable treasures within. At the base ofawide porch
sits a fountain, designed by Roland Hinton Perry, which

depicts the figure ofthe King Neptune in bronze.



When the library of Congress building opened its
doors for the first time in 1897, it was described as "the
[argest, the costliest, and the safest" library building in
the world. Prior to the existence of Jeffersons Building,
fire twice destroyed significant portion ofthe collection.

Much of the credit for impetus to create a new
building goesto the energetic librarian ofCongress at that
time, Ainsworth Rand Spofforrd, Librarian from 1864 to
1987 who transformed the library from a legislative
institution to one that served the American Public. This
wider purpose had not formed parto foriginal establishment
ofthe iibraiy in 1800, an actofCongress moved the seat
of Government from Philadelphia to the new capital
W ashington. At thattime areference library “of books...
.for the use of Congress” was also legislated

Now let us come to facts about the Library of
Congress— The library of Congress, the largest library in
the world, was founded in 1800 to serve the research needs
of the U.S. Congress. Although that is still its primary
mission, the Library’s reading room are open to those above
high school age without charge or special permission, and
its website (www.loc.gov) of millions of multimedia is
accessible to anyone anytime with Internet access. The
libraiy is the oldest federal cultural institution in the nation,
and its unparalleled collections of more than 128 million
items, in nearly all formats and in 460 languages, is used
by researchers from United States and the w'orld. The
majority ofits operations are conducted in three buildings
on the Capitol Hill named after U.S. president: Thomas
Jefferson, John Adams and James Madison.

The Library is directed by the Librarian ofCongress,
who is appointed by the President ofthe United States of
America and confirmed by the Senate, Since the librar>"s
founding in 1800 , there have been 13 Librarians of
Congress, including the incumbent, James H. Billington,

who was sworn in on September 14, 1987,

A few facts of the Library of
Congress (Jefferson Building)
The original building, costing 63,45,000, contained;
e 104 miles ofshelving
e 4,09,000 cubic feet of granite
e 5,00,00 enameled bricks
- 2,20,00,000 red bricks
- 3,800 tons ofsteel and iron
e 73,000 barrels of cement
= 2.165 windows
< 15 varieties of marble
Today
< 6,00,00 square feet of floor space.
e 10,000 new items added to the collections each

W'orking day

e 532 ofshelving (the general collections occupy 257
miles of them).

Besides the Jefferson Building itself, which has been
called “the most beautiful public building in Washington,™
there are many fascinating things on view, such as a
Gutenberg Bible, one ofthe only three perfect copies on
vellum in the world, “American Treasures,” a rotating
exhibition ofsome 300 ofthe most historic and treasured
m aterials in the Library; and the “Bob Hope Gallery of
Entertainment,” featuring memorabilia, film and sound
clips, and the late comedian’s 85,000-page “Joke Files.”
Another exhibition, “Here to Stay" highlights the legacy
of songwriters George and Ira Gershwin. Other
exhibitions are on view on arotating basis, Free concerts,
film screenings, lectures, poetry reading and other events
are also listed in the calendar (www'.loc.gov/loc/events).

Inform ation is increasingly available in digital
format, and in many cases available only digitally. Congress
has asked the Library to lead a nationw'ide initiative, called
the National Digital Inform ation infrastructure and
Preservation Program, to develop an infrastructure to
collect and preserve digital materials. The Library is
working closely with a wide range of federal and non-
federal entities to ensure that digital information is
preserved in astable environment and available to future
generations.

In addition to the digitized collections described
above, the Library offers many otheronline services, These
include:

« THOMAS(thomas,loc.gov), for current and historical
information on the work ofthe U,S. Congress.

e Library of Congress Online Catalog (catalog.loc.gov).
From this page you can access the catalog records of
the world’s largest library.

- U.S. Copyright O ffice Web site (www,kloc.gov/
copyright’). Here you w ill find information on copyright
law, instructions on how to registeryour creative works
with the office and many other topics.

e Law Library (www.loc.goy/law). A Guide to Law
Online offers links to the U.S. Code and state law. The
Global Legal information Netw'ork links to a database
of international laws, regulations and other legal

sources.

These services and many others can be accessed

through the Library’s main home page at www.loc.gov.

The writer isfrom the Department ofZoology
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ON COTTON COLLEGE

As | wastrudging along a path thatwent far beyond
my sight, enjoying the picturesque sights that | passed by
and the gentle caresses of the wind, suddenly | saw that
rising in front of me, was a mountain. It was an epitome
o fgrit and determination and its pinnacle becl<oned me at
once. On reaching tlie pinnacle. | knew. 1could touch the
sky.

So | began to mount uphill and before 1knew' it, 1
had already covered ajourney oftwo years on the great
mountain. At the end ofit whether | shall be able to reach
the peak, unfurl my wings and soar high in the azure
frmament or not, 1 cannot say. But the journey has
certainly been a most wonderous one, thisjourney as a
Cottonian. Sometimes lwonder asto what has the college
been for me during all these days? What kind of a
relationship have | built up with it? And of course, the
answer dawns in my mind before a second elapses: our
relationship has been of a bestower and receiver; | being
perpetually the latter,

In the very first place, it has bestowed upon me a
reason to be proud of. The thought that i can associate
m yself with an institution, which has been for a century
synonymous with educational excellence and glorious
tradition, always fills me with asense o fpride. Curiously,
my college has also given me a reason to feel humble,
since it is in the college that | met young people who are
more talented, more intelligent and most knowledgeable
than me by many degrees. But these are just two of the
myriad of emotions that | experienced as a Cottonian.
There is absolutely nothing about Cotton College with
which any of its students, 1 feel, can think even mildly
pejorative adjectivessuch as ‘dislikeable’or ‘unpleasant’.
For me, even the five-minute walk to the college from the
kachari bus-termimal every morning is enjoyable. And
once lenterthe campus, one after another, | acquire causes
for Irking and |mrg'ﬂ’Ecollege more; causes which also
strengthen my beliefthat the college is a great bestower.

| love the cheerful ambience prevailing in the college that

Arunima Chakrabarty

greets me every morning as 1 set foot inside it. Then,
there is the large, sun-lit room of mine with many
casements, of which | have become quite fond. But what
invests the class with life are its occupants; my classmates
with theirmirthful laughter and carefree conversation and
our teachers who, little take us every day into the depths
of the vast and astoundingly beautiful sea of knowledge.
| listen to their riveting lectures, at the end of each of
them 1 feel enlightened, and sometimes 1 wonder if
anything else is comparable to the sense o fbeatitude which
comes with the opining of knowledge and if 1shall ever
in my entire life-time be able to discover the word which
shall best express my gratitude for rryteachers who have
enabled me to experience this beatitude. Here again, my
college emerges as a bestower for it has given me the
opportunity to listen and learn from my teachers. Once
the classes are over, all paths for all students lead to only
one place- the canteen. Though | cannot claim to be its
regular visitor yet whenever 1 go to the canteen, | feel
that this constantly din-filled place has acharm ofits own.
W hile waiting for the food to be served, vejy often Jand
my friends begin round table conferences, discussing
about and arguing over any and everything under the sky:
the works oflssac Asimov aswell asthe pot-holed streets
ofGuwahati. The Cotton College canteen hasthus, helped
me to believe that my balmy days of fun and pleasure are
not yet over.

But if in the century old college of mine, | have
lived many moments ofjoy with my friends: here | have
also spent many hours of bliss in the company of books
in the library. From the moment | first entered it, 1 have
been in love with this greatrepository of books and with
every passing day, my love for it has increased because
here | get to rea:d almost anything | wish to. Not just
references to prepare better answers; in the library | have
read timeless classics such as the ‘Vanity Fair’ and the
‘M ansfield Park’ and also master-pieces of amore recent

time such as the ‘Shadow Lines’ and ‘Nineteen Eighty



Four’ and even the almost one hundred and fifty years
old issues ofthe world renowned magazine, the ‘Punch’.
Sitting in the college Library as | read a book, often | get
lost in the magical realm to which the book takes me and
when | emerge out ofit, 1find my conviction that there is
no end oflearning, more firm ly entrenched.

My college, however, has notjust helped me to
bolster my own convictions and ideas, it has enabled me
to gain many new experiences. During the first college
elections that 1 witnessed, | feel for the very first time in

my life, the thrill and excitement of a Vote. Seminars.

competitions, cultural functions whenever | attended in
the college has always enhanced my confidence and
enriched my experiences. | often hear people remarking
that Cotton College today is more ashadow o fits glorious
past. But 1find it difficult to acceptsuch aview because
it still nurtures dreams and hopes of its young students,
helps them reach the pinnacle of success. Many, many
years from now, in the autumn of my life, when | shall
look back upon the shores ofmy memories, foaming like
precious pearls shall be the happy memories of my alma

mater; Cotton College.

AurinaCrekaaty, TD Clircher.



OF ART, SCIENCE AND MAN

A friend of mine had once asked me to shut my
eyes and imagine myselfin my dream home, in the perfect
place and so | had; 1closed my eyes and let that perfect
place of my dreams come wafting to me- I'm lying flat
on my back, arms outstretched, gazing up at an endless
sky, a breeze caressing my face, and around me, no house
of concrete or steel but an immense plain, sans all
boundaries with trees swimming in for shade, and a
tranquillity, peace in my innermost being and ecstasy
unparalleled dancing in my heart, unbounded by any form
‘narrow dom estic

of narrowness, no w alls’, no

narrowness of spirit, no narrow heart— but basking in
the freedom o fthe highest order and
appreciating the beauty allaround me,
manifested in each blade of grass, in
each shaft of light from the distant
star, in each drop of the water that
cascades down beside me- one with
nature, with the soul ofthe Universe,
one with this moment in whose heart
is eternity.
W ith a dream o f perfection as
that, | would naturally be thought of
as an impractical creature, badly out
of sync with these times: in these
limes characterized by pure utility and
relentless, attimes mindless, pursuit
after success and power- but 1 beg
to differ. Thoughts as this are born in
me and in most of us, as arebellion,
a response to the rigid confmements
ofmodern life- asavoice offreedom,
of simple humanity lost amidst the
com plexities in the labyrinth of
modernity. It comes as response to
the question ofwhat we consider important in life today,
to the pertaining question of are we happier than our
m 10 the [E’Qiertquestion which arises when
reason is pitted against emotions, science vs. literature.

Gargantuan, has been the progress and

Nayanjyoti Choudhury

achievements of Science- broadening our knowledge
horizons in cosmology, geology, physical and chemical
laws, biology, technology, et all; better living conditions
and standards, greaterincomes, and many such have been
the result of the gigantic leaps and bounds with which
Science has progressed in the twentieth century, the pace
of which has been supplemented by the immensely
techno-savvy twenty-first. Fantastic visions which the
supercomputers and robots, the Double-Helix, quantum
mechanics, the Theory of Relativity, Al and the String
Theory helped propagate- much o fit is reality today. Infact,
the advancement which Science has seen, has been of
such mammoth proportions that it has
permeated the general consciousness
at every level. Our visions of
perfection, our flights o ffancies today,
throw up images of a world run by
machines while men merely play and
relax in comfort, a future full of
clones, spaceships traveling with the

speed oflight and Al reality.
But can Artificial Intelligence
everreplace Natural Stupidity? On a
more serious note, w ill reason alone
suffice; will this blinding power of
machines and technology obliterate
ourorganic creativity and spontaneity
and more importantly, our humanistic
ideals? The sense of power bestowed
by Science is immense and failure to
harness itin the right direction has had
and may, in the near future, have
cataclysmic effects- The two World
W ars have shown the horrific effects
of the marriage between the baser
instincts of men and abuse o fscientific prowess. Nuclear
power today spawns frightening possibilities as Einstein
him self pointed out saying, “1 do not know with what
terrible weapons. World War IIl will be fought, but the

fourth World War w ill be fought with sticks and stones.”



Neuroscientists, on the other hand have, like achild
who takes apart his father’s watch and can’t put it back,
dissected the brain and examining it piecemeal, declared
thatthe soul and its secular cousin, the selfare chimerical
identities in our ‘machine’ ofa brain,

Even in the rapidly developing science ofmolecular
biology, ethics and morality have been shown the door as
coiporate sharks with ambitious scientists on the payroll,
stab each other on the vva)' to the market, to capitalize on
the possibilities spawned by decoding o fthe human genome.

This wholesale abuse of science apart, the other
aspect of its effect still needs to be addressed— that of
ourtraditional values, even our an and literature becoming
passe, that of our deeper humanity being stifled by the
wriggling tentacles of a cold-blooded utilitarianism of
modernity and its foster- mother, science. Ever cynical
and hungry after power and success, these times have
even come to question the relevance of literature, and art
which has no purpose except to give delight. With our
priorities changed from literature to science, with our
increasing reliance on reason as opposed to emotion, we
are apt to consider such questions, but we should also
consideralong with: that are we happierand more satisfied
than we were previously in our history, has material
advancement, awareness and prosperity proved to be
proportional to human happiness? Because if not, and we
very well know what the answer is, then our priorities
need to be reconsidered.

“Man today has no peace; his heart arid with pride.
He clamours for an ever increasing speed in a fury of
chase for objects that ceaselessly run, but neverreaching
a meaning”, said Tagore crying foul at the mechanistic
and m aterialistic ideals which have invaded this ‘mocking
age of unbelief turning men into ‘cold iron puppets’,
into matter-of-fact citizens who are shy of even using the
word ‘'beauty’.

Advancement and material prosperity galore are the
boons ofscience butshackled in the bustle and cacophony
ofmodern life, do our hearts not often cry outin its innate
craving for simplicity, does it not clamour for freedom
from these manacles, the fruits of a life of materialism
and mere utility? Does the suffocating overbearing which
modernity has on our lives, even if for once in a while,
not make us wantto drown our hearts in peace and serenity
which seems a thing ofthe golden past?

Generations of poets and artists, Rousseau’s
disciples with the return to nature, the Lake Poets with
their medievalism and pantheism, and many others
represent this opposition to the p hilistinism and

functionalism ofthese times. W. B. Yeats” “Innisfree” is

essentially a reaction to this effect, a voice of simple
hum anity which the deepestbeing craves for. Wordsworth
with his ‘Tintern Abbey” and Coleridge with “Frost at
Midnight”, were themselves reacting against a similar
mechanistic philosophy, which had dominated the
European scenario afterthe first rise of empirical science
which initially promulgated the view that the entire
universe was like clockwork, with its systems of gears,
qga-dwheels which can %Iy tEexplained merely
with pure mechanics, murdering the imagination, blind to
the inherent beauty and delight which it provides, Tagore,
Dali and countless others- artists, poets, writers and
thinkers in various parts of the world, in various times
have articulated the fundamental need o fthe living to probe
that something in creation through which the individual
seeks insight, through which he grows, integrates, renews
him self and becomes a possible man- that which is being
pushed to the back-burner in recent times where men
consider ‘bread more importantthan soul’. Itis not merely
a call to the sentiment and ‘irrational’ emotions but
rationalism too, as even thinkers like Bertrand Russell have
said that though he is ready to give a chance to these
definitely useftil theories and varied applications o fscience
today, at the same time, he was not ready to leave the
admiration which he has for the supposed ‘useless’
literature and arts because that is what essentially
constitute us and one is but blind and deafwithout poetry
in his soul. Then, is “All Art useless”, as Oscar Wilde so
aptly and ironically put it?

So, who sees less and who sees more?

Emotion and reason, literature and science, the
tussle will rage on and on; if looking up at an immense
sky on a starry night, we still say that it is taking the
beauty outofit, when science cravesto know the mystery
behind the one-million-year-old light caught by our eyes
from thatgigantic spinning sphere o fhydrogen and heJium;
if we still cling to our stubborn beliefs that it is useless
sentimentalism, when literature ponders overthe exquisite
beauty o fthe staiTy night and the palpable effect it has on
us so many worlds away from it.

My dream was not an anachronism. It is for one
such dream that we are , that our destiny is- to probe and
know the mystery behind it all and above all, to appreciate
this pattern of which we are a part- for the truth may turn
out to be far more marvellous than any scientist or artist
ever imagined it to be. If we are puppets, science and
literature are ourtools forunderstanding and appreciating

our strings.

T/ie writer is a student oj H. S. 2ndyear, science
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POPULAR VIEWS OF ABNORMAL
BEHAVIOUR IN RECENT TIMES

"Health is not a condilion of matter, but of
nor can tlie material senses bear reliableI"”~SSO fiy on
subject of health" -
Reasoning is a process oCtfeiRIfmg aftd ip turn,
thinking is an activity' of the mig~IpSalisation oftHii|||th
is the ultimate aim of aH thinlii| actnities and the tf||h
can be realized only.,;\¥Jiar::i®| process ari%

reasoning is conduced fa.uilissly’ The Oxford English

Mar>’Baker Eddy

Dictionary defines psyciiolc”' as 'thc,|ifentifia),stuc®,0£fe, M ;:~id  ted#isio~ | Sccounts

the human mind and it| s. cspeci®N” thejs&sffee”ng
behaviour in a given OOIllUxt Tte World Health
Organisation (WHO) health as a oomplfite stpte

of plwsical and meiijar-"||*ieing..'?, as'-1*""ir, tifm e
any psychological didder :a|;:abnonny;:feej™

Aiyushman Dutta

~portrayed as to be suffering from schizophrenia (a group

4 Oii..ps>"NiN .disorders)

pjct«fe-;0Ol* mentally ill

Ik a9\cls. plays and dramas, a horrendoiis
patients and treatment centres has
IInpiiescribed, ]| lhe public, in general, seen to have

‘~:] Ifi'nsatiafolc curibsii] | | bout bizarre behaviour, and in out

ep elf made efforts to StHisfyrQiir ever growing curiosity

levels, us avidk?iiBad and 4~vour newspaper, radio

thjs~ifubject, Hcallh tips b>'
>eaefwftidd ,Sp N i are.;avef>--{"minon feature in man>-
olitheDsagamesp ublisAiM ahdaround the sub-continent
b:«t tij] ?ej*"pG?i)(i~ralso be narrowing out
pilspisliciicta,u] (™ thd:~n media, typical to their

;,caus§, sim plifv.-tssues by app”~ng to give answers when

Many people live twit'lives, or rather, episodes of e/ thiey ISPfeh uianage to ask the correct questions! Those

their lives, in suffering an(|;|8sp(*atioh;::U”
with challenges that seem t<||ii*eatibr them®
psychology is concerned \vithi|||se..difticulties pflmman”
adaptation and in investigatinjiil*ysdn which
be prevented, '

In most of the times. examplp;;;of mental disorders
thatwe have heard or read about are apti®sgtve adistorted,
even a chamber-of-horrors im pression ofifeabnormal

behaviour. The media consisting of newspapers,
periodicals and television often present a unique sli] | |;,pf
mental illness. Mental illness has remained a fascin] |ipn
with writers of all levels, since time immemorial. O r~ | f
the oldest and probably the greatest contemporaiics j«
this particularfield is none other than W illiam Shakesp©~”™,
We can take his famous play ‘Hamlet’ for example. Tli®
heroine ofthe play Ophelia uponlearning abou' .he dciUi
of her father di'owns herself in a pond due n

grief Opheliais one ofanumber of Shakespeai™*s '
and memorable characters who suffer grestty ~0310
abnormalit>' and a state of mental confusion. Tha”~b

is DJJE ofmany examples taken afterlong years of
review. | myself have been fascinated by a play staged by
agroup of young, energetic and creative artists. The play
brings in aunique fictitious twist to the epitome ofGerman
history in its prime |e the world between the two great
wars. Often described as the chief perpetrator of the

Second World War. Adolf Hitler, has been, interestingly

to;copeili’

follims often carry/s”llifes about demented people and
se,™ to legitimise th”~P~2iie by citing professionals from
-‘l’\#Spg,rticiilar fiel"lfwho more often than not, never
Nifamii'es tke;pati] | p in the first place and have a mere
:?.p9SSilig.acquaij] (] lice with the patient. Such armchair
diagnosis ig:5gp:-at all useful and ma>' even be branded as
undress., ;-lilse types of reviews are probably unethical,
in.,, a waij] fto the ver>' underlying cause.

,,®ere is aconstant change in the public conception
abouiiiental health, which most probably may be due to
the licence of popular literately and dramatic world.
whit5h:;ereates a demented and sick image of this ver>:

subffeGi. We in general already possess enough

-iiQiisecfliCeptipn so as to cloud one's perspective of mental

tfee mixture of sex and scheming in the so called

tsf film s and theatres creates many an uproar

ajiads and many a quiet neighbourhood.

Abnoi&t™%5;its thus, simply a label given to behaviour
that dev5ates;;#om social expectation.

‘iI~Paeceptance of complete cuhural relativism

simples tlie task of defining abnormalily; behaviour in

abnormal if and onlv if the society labels it as such"
(Sclrefl- 1984)
Reference:

(1) Eiison Butcher - DST (IV™,
(2) Logic & Philosophy (Introduction) by Dr. Suraju Das,

The writer is a student ofT.D.C 1styear Arl.\
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AJANTA -THE RICH TREASURE OF

INDIAN PAINTINGS

“Dull woud ke ke of soul who caudpess by
Asight so taudingin its mgesty. -

W. Wordswortli.

Aboutthirty-five miles from Jalgaon, in KJiandesii
on the side ofaravine, in the last centur>' were discovered
the twenty-nine rock-cut cave temples of Ajanta. The
lonely horse-shoe shaped rock overlooking asm all stream,
seems to have been cut off from the world from early
times. The quietness ofthe place must have appealed to
the Buddhist monks who chose this place as a site for
meditation.

The Ajanta caves have been carved into spacious
prayer halls, with giant sculptures of the Buddha. The
w alls ofthese temples were entirely covered with mural
paintings which are known as ‘Frescoes’. ‘The Ajanta
Frescoes’- the name itselfsuggeststhe freshness ofthese
murals as the colours used in these paintings were
produced from natural objects such as leaves, flowers,
clay etc. Colours were often used to communicate feelings
and moods. As the intention was to create harmony in
the pictures, there is ablending ofcolours and the painters
made the sweeping strokes ofrounded forms, rather than
jerky figures in sharp lines. Thus the lines in the Ajanta
paintings have been called ‘curvaceous’, ‘musical’, and
‘rhythmic’. In the murals, the natural pigmentso fcolours
chiefly used were - yellow, purple, blue, green and
reddish brown. We can see in these paintings marvellous
use oflight and shade which makes them very attractive.
But the technique seems to have varied in the 600 years
or more during which the caves were painted, Earlier
caves have sombre colours and thick lines, but later, the
colours became rich, though not bright; they became
lyrical and curvaceous. In the later caves, the colours are
softerand the lines mannered and the pictures, decorative
and rather sentimental. Perhaps the princes who were

the patrons wanted the painters to show them as possible
Buddhas.

Pompy Chakravarty

The Buddha had taught the kinship of all living
things- human, animal and bird, In fact, it was believed
that the Enlightened One was himself once a bird and
then an animal, and that he lived through several
incarnation to become'the Buddha. The legends of these
incarnations were woven into the birth-stories called ‘The
Jatakas’, On the walls of Ajanta, the heroes and heroines
o f Jataka stories appear. Apart from the Jataka stories we
can also see the pictures of the sophisticated Nymphs,
Gods and Goddesses, the lives of common men and
women etc.

Anyone can be stunned by the slenderness ofthe
figures of the Ajanta murals. The artists’ sense of
consciousness while depicting these pictures, theircolour
sense, their knowledge of line and human anatomy is
fabulous. The figures were somewhat balloon-like. The
nude female figures which appear in various mudras, are
not erotic and vulgar but sensuous and examples of
perfection. The use oflight and shade is marvellous. The
figures are so skilfully drawn that they seem to be living,
breathing and acting outtheirlives. There paintings show
a remarkable breadth of vision. The main theme is the
pain of life, which is ever present,, even when human
beings seem to be enjoying themselves.

The chasing of subject matter is very different
from the Indian traditional painting. The motto of Indian
traditional painting is to give religious sense to common
people. But these paintings are created by the urge to
create, it carries the total defmition of Aesthetics. The
painters created these figures through their imagination.
Ourtradition demands agood deal o fmental contemplation
before a picture was painted or asculptuft made. Mind’s
eye transforms nature, so the painter’s imagination was

his ‘third eye'. So though they seem life-like, the figures



have been fell and thought-out and done from memory
charged by the imagination. The painters' search for peace
of mind and their crave for beauty led them to create
these immortal works of art.

In the earlier paintings (Caves 9JO) there is a
great deal of similarity with the forms of the Buddliist
sculptures found in Bhorhut (Madhya Pradesh) and Sanchi
(MP) ofthe second first century B.C. The reddish-brown,
yellow and green colours are firmly applied, with sure
brush works. It is possible thatthese are the earliest mature
works of Indian painting known to us, though the were
ceitainly not the earliest painted in India because such
skill in applying colours and in drawing figures could not
have been achieve without generations of past effort.

Some critics say there was along interval oftime
between the painting of cave 9, 10 and the painted pillars
of Cave 10. There is difference in style. The nimbus or
halo, around the heads of sacred figures appeared on the
pillars of cave 10, The figures are dignified and there is a
greater sureness of brush strokes. These pillars were
probably painted where the Gupta Dynasty was rising in
Northern India, about A.D. 320. These paintings show
great mastery ofhuman and animal farms. The walls throb
with life. The episodes ofthe biilh. life and death o f the
Buddha ave presented before us.

The dying princess of Cave 16 showing sorrow
in the midst of life, is a superb example ofrealizing the
mood of the heroine. The princess is sad because her
husband has gone away. It would seem that the warm,
rich,sensuousworld ofKalidas’s poetry hasbeenrendered
in paint. Life is shown tinged with sadness. Joy does not

last. Death is inevitable.

Caves | and 2 are said to represent the last phase
of Ajanta painting. In Cave | appear the tender and
graceful pictures ofthe renunciation ofPrince Siddhartha.
The figure ofSiddartha. the Buddha to be is shown larger
than life-size. The prince holds a blue lotus in his right
hand and he stands in a gentle stoop. His face is full of
sorrow. His figure suggests his tragic situation. As ayoung
prince, he had to leave his life ofluxury and go in search
of the truth. Although this is a noble painting, the
exaggeration of the eye brows, the almond eyes, as also
the finger-nails, already show thatthe beauty o fthe prince
seems more importantto the painterthan the deep spiritual
feeling evident in the figures in the earlier caves.

In these caves the colours are mellow. Love
scenes dominate. The paintings tend to be pretty pictures.

At this time. Buddhism was under attack all over
India. The makes perhaps wished to attract people by
decorating rich figures. There is anemphasisonjewellery.
The greattradition ofAjanta wasobviously in decline after
hundreds of years of major achievement.

The caves murals of Ajanta, has a great
significance in the history of art and of course in
contemporary art scenario, but gradually these paintings
are getting a little bit damaged as they have come across
various centuries of decay. The colours are fading and
the brightness of the paintings is deteriorating. But the
Government is taking active, partin preserving this ancient
treasure of ours. The paintings are repainted and the
sculpture rebuilt. It is the noble duty of every Indian to
preserve and protect this rich heritage of ours.
Acknowledgements : ‘Chitralakshana’ - story of Indian

paintings.

The writer is a student o/TDC 3'*year. Dept, ofEnglish



The Bharat Scouts & Guides Movement is anon-

political, voluntary organization open to ail without

distinction of origin, race or creed, All over the world,
this movement is an educational programme, meant for
the development ofyoung people, based on four pillars:
Physical, Intellectual Three

Mental, and Spiritual.

principles govern the movement: Duty to God, Duty to
Others and Duty to Self. The Scout/Guide method is a
system of progressive self-education through a Piomise
(in three parts) and a Law (with nine-points). The new
concept of education - learning by doing is an integrated
way ofthis method. The Bharat Scouts & Guides started
this innovative process on 7th November 1950.

The state of Assam, like other states of India, is

show'ing good response towards the movement. The

recent move for a massive expansion ofthe movement in

47.000 more educational institutions (from the primary

schools to the colleges) in the state came in the wake of
the government’s decision to make it compulsory for all

educational institutions in me slate. For the college

students, the 'Rovering' and "Rangering’ activities are

specified (in age-group 17-25 yrs., which includes the

AIMS AND
OBJECTIVES OF
SCOUTS &

GUIDES
MOVEMENT

Dr. Nirupama Devi

university students). Till the year 2000, there were 141
Rovers and 103 Rangers. All these numbers w ill increase
now that the expansion drive is on. Rovering/Rangering

is a way of life based on the “Scout/Guide Law and

Promise”. The entire programme of the movement is
designed in such a way that the students involved in the
activities become able and responsible citizens in the

future.

At Colton College, there was a “Rover Crew” in
the year 1935; ittook partin the AIll Assam Jamboree held
at Shillong in April, 1936 and in the A ll India Jamboree in
Delhi in February, 1937- Recently, the “Cotton College
RangerTeam” was formed during the session 2002-2003
with 16 rangers. The first “Investiture Ceremony”; was
held on the 26th of May 2003. At present the “Cotton
College Ranger Team” is actively engaged in various
community services. We hope that our students w ill come
out as better and mature persons capable of leading
organizations, holding responsible positions in society and
helping people in times ofneed, which is the dire necessity
in the present times of clashes in the religious, political

and socio-cultural fronts.

The writer is a Lecturer of Mathematics
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WTO AND INDIA
ISSUES AND NEGOTIATING

STRATEGIES
A REPORT ON THE NATIONAL SEMINAR

Amiya Choudhury

It’s a rare privilege o ftiie Deptt. of Economics of Cotton College, Guwahati to be the host and organizer of a
National level seminar on the International issue ‘W TO and India : Issues and Negotiating Strategies' that has been
sponsored by the Jawaharla! Nehru University, ICSSR, New Delhi and Alumni Association of Cotton College.

Cotton College, the glorious institution with its magnificence in the scholastic and non-scholastic area was once
tlie only seat of learning for the entire North-Eastern region of India. The Deptt, of Economics of this century oJd
institution is equally old, colourful with unmatched records on academic excellence. , s

On this auspicious occasion, the Hon’ble VC of Gauhati University, Hon’ble VC Arunachal Pradesh University,
Principal Cotton College, economists and social thinkers of national and international standing and a number of
distinguished guests graced the moment ofthe inaugural session ofthis seminar of International importance.

A Galaxy ofscholars from JNU, OXFAM UNCLAD Rajib Gandhimission, New Delhi, economists from GU, AU
and NEH U participated the seminar and shared there expertise on various issues and strategies which has made the
entire episode a brilliant success.

Last but not the least, | would fail in my duty if 1don't refer to the assistance and efforts rendered by my Deptt.
colleagues and students for making this venture a grand success. | owe my gratitude and thanks to them and all the

others who have been actively Involved in making this seminar a grand success.

The writer is the HOD. Depii. ofEconomics. Cotton College



CHANGING SEX RATIO-THE DARKHORIZON

Itis heartening to note thatw itiithe changing world
the status of women in society is going up. Today in an
urban society, no discrimination is made between male
and female. We consider this altitude as a blessing for
women. But, as a matter of fact, is there any scope for
oursatisfaction? Recentdevelopments in Medical Science
have enabled doctors to determine the sex of the foetus.
This has paved the way for eliminating the girl chiid before
it is born. Denial of the female's right to be born is the
most heinous crime ever perpetrated on humanity. It is a
gross injustice done to half the population of the world.
Gender discrimination against a giri child and preference
foramale child have led to large-scale foeticide in society
in the last few decades. The 2001 census dataalso confirms
that male to female ratio is declining at an alarming rate in
spite of increasing urbanisation and rise in literacy rate in
women in the last decades.

The female child (upto 6 years) sex ratio is
m anifesting a much more virulent form of gender
discrimination through sex selection practices. It is really
ahighly disturbing phenomenon broughtout by the census
data. The prosperous states in India such as Punjab,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Gujrat, Delhi, Maharashtra
are worst hit by the malady of gender discrimination.
The states which suffer less from this social menace are
West Bengal, Assam. Mizoram, Kerela etc because of
bettereducation ofwomen and absence of“sex fixation”.

We are now facing the tragic events of the first
daughter being eliminated in Punjab and Haryana, what
to of the second and third. It is interesting to note that
the urbanized cities are more responsible for such
imbalance in the sex ratio. The so-called backward, tribal
areas with low female literacy rates, have shown higher
female child sex ratios., »

The fast declining sex ratio of females in India
may. in future, lead to serious socio-cultural problems,
such as sex- violence and population imbalances. We can
pointoutanumberoffactors for the spread ofthe menace
offemale foeticide in India,

1) Easy accessto medical facilities have facilitated pre-
determination ofsex ofthe foetus leading to the killing

ofthe girl child.

Smita Sarmah

2) People's ability to pay the doctor for aborting a child.

3) Man’s preference for asmall family encourage people
to take recourse to foeticide.

4) The traditional and superstitious ideas among people
of considering the girl child as a burden lead to such
crimes as the killing ofthe female child.

5) The social and economical problems related to the
upbringing and marriage o fthe girl child leads people

to do such crimes.

Today, many doctors practice M .T P. (Medical
Termination ofPregnancy) foreasy money; others practice
it as a measure for family planning. The Supreme Court
verdict in recentyears against pre-determination ofsex is
acommendable step against the killing of female foetus.
It is high time vve think seriously about this problem,
otherwise, it will haveadisa.strous effect on our civilization
because o f great imbalance in population.

In the present world, the female should not be
considered weakerorbackward. Swami Vivekananda aptly
said that men and women are like the two wings ofa bird
and which cannot fly if the both are not equally strong.
Similarly, without men orwomen society and civilization
cannot thrive. Next to God, woman plays the role of a
creator. Without her love, care and devotion man w ill not
grow up as a man. If the girl is brought up and educated
properly she will grow up as a self-confident, self-
dependent human being, no longer aburden to the family
or to society. We must try to do away with the social evil
like dowry system, the strongest factor behind the killing
ofgirl child.

A time has come when we must take the vow to
preach and practice- “A girl child is equally welcome” in
the society and particularly in a family- so that social and
family harmony could be maintained and surely if we can
ensure that, we w ill be respected and remembered by our
next generation for saving them from this man-made

catastrophe.

The writer is a student of T.D.C. 3rd Year. English Department



Sombre, strict, solitary is wiiat sums up my life in
the past 12 years of my career as the medical head of this
asylum. Then at the age of 36,1 could only attribute the
cause to the angularly cruel stroke of fate that forced me
to trudge on a shattered life ofawidow and a never to be
mother due to miscarriage, Since then nothing, not even
this sanctuary of the afflicted could have changed the
monotony in my life.

Five years hence, reliving the pages of my past, |
feel that in that last comment, however, 1 was not quite
right for the same sanctuary had expunged a whole five-
year span ofmonotony from my life.

1 can not say under what impulse 1 chose to
contemplate these prized moments ofthe past that stood
silhouetted againstthe undulating horizon ofthoughtever
appealing in its content ofjoy.

The winter morning sprawled calm, beautiful. The
asylum, tlie mostuninteresting o fbuildings foronce, seemed
to have acharm ofits own with all its inmates young boys
and girls aged ten to thirty solicited to the cruelty o f fate, it
was not long before an ambulance became encased in the
frame of my rundown. A slightly scrubby boy gingerly
stepped out, fastened by the tangle of human hands, dazed
by the gawky welcome to his home-to-be. Every such visit,
for me, could be passed offfor normal but that same tryst
marked the beginning of events so unusual, of which the
newcomer was to become the principal protagonist. My
gaze caught the naive little face as he stared half-awed,
half frightened at the mansion that towered over him. Not
more than 12, he slowly budged into the silence and
anonymity of the asylum,

lknow lwas in a trance. The spell had broken. 1
recovered from the lanes of the past to the reality or the
present. 1 noticed a fine strand of web that bridged the
gap between the bed post and my shoulder. A little spider
dangled from it with eight little appendages working in
unison, unleashing alittle vibration as it added a little more
m aterial to the completion ofthe web. For once it stopped
to gaze as it were trying to read my thoughts and then all
at once resumed its activity, somehow 1had on impulse
to wreck it then. Thus, taking no notice ofit, | let myself
go once again into that stupor...

That night a few muffled shrieks drew me out of
the office. My presence triggered acackle ofhuman voices
as the ward boys unanimously reported against Sumit-
that same boy who had arrived early that veiy day. He
squirmed this way and that, frantically trying to tear away
from the hands that bound him. A il | could get was that

he was caught sneaking out of his room at this odd hour.

DIVINE DESERT

Saujanya Achar>'a

A's the attendants left, 1 approached him gently and tried
asking him what he was up to |certain|y detested any
kind ofserenity being dealt to these sick people. He sat
snivelling and spoke amid tears with all sorts of promises
of behaving, stressing on words to convince me. The
next moment he implored tearfully “1 want to talk to
mamma- they wont let me do so”, and gestured towards
the telephone in the corner. Instantly he broke down,
swallow'ing his words before by the desperation of the
boy yearning for a mother whose company he had been
deprived of 3 years ago, when her tottering steps into a
rain lashed night was never retraced. By then | had
gathered quite some knowledge about him. That incident
alone terminated the life from his mind, if not his body
and where else could he have turned up with a father,
who was never much of a father to have grieved on his
condition. A ll these years | had erected a strict routine,
nevergoing beyond the established identity ofthe inmates
ofthe asylum as “Patients”, However that night 1 had no
regrets in breaking a personal law. | could feel the void
that had taken up the entirety of my life was in a way
threatened.

The beauty of women manifests itself through a
mother. Unique indeed is the joy that a mother derives
cradling her young in herarms. These were the thoughts
that flitted past my mind that might as the boy cuddled up
to me and cried himselfto sleep and 1knew not why.

It must have been providence - for the next couple
of days, my life was touched by a new chord. The boy
showed an increasing interest in me and | in him. Many
times | caught him peeping into my cabin. Such furtive
ventures morphed gradually into hours spent w itli each other.

A room -files spewing paper - tables littered with
pens, papers changing hands, signatures. But what marked
the happiest moment of my life were the times Sumi it
shed the obscurity of the asylum for the security and
anchorage ofa3 belle red word MOM. Decisions may be
vague, rightill imed orwrong butone makes them drives
by the desire to achieve something. 1did not care-for the
consequences was contentment and was undoubtedly

gratified ~t having adopted him,

The writer is a student of T.D.C. 1styear, zoology Deptt.



LEARNING TO MEASURE LOVE

Islarj’ Jacob

In.this world ofexact calculations and measurements
of things Including both time and space, | am here, to
blow my trumpet at its iiighest pitch claiming that | have
learntto measure the depth oflove. It wasawarm summer
afternoon at about three-thirty p.m.; | cannot recall the
date. It had rained cats and dogs and the sun wasjust up
again in the westerly sky atsome forty-five degree angle
and the weatherwas crystal clear. There were still puddles
of water here and there and the drains were still busy
emptying the rainwater. | was seated in a park where the
flow ers and nature, in fact everything, looked fresh after
the shower. The butterflies too had just begun to emerge
from the places they had gone to take shelter and began
to fly aboutjoyfully, it wasjust wonderful.

A couple passed me by. From what 1saw and heard
1think 1 can with certainty conclude that their love for
each other was atits pinnacle. The boy was in his Sunday
best and the girl in herwell chosen attire. The boy’s voice
was loaded heavily with love, ‘honey ...darling, my love...
my sweetie...”. He walked with heavy steps, eyes cast on
the ground and with hands in the pockets. The girl’s eyes
were heavy with love and the tears were just about to
over-flow the dam of her emotion, so much so that her
eyes were wet. Her looks were wild, but moves graceful.
Her eyes were dark, cheeks rosy, nails polished and hair
silky. Her spirit perhaps was blithe but one could see in
her face the element o fsadness that usually clouds alady
o f beauty.

| exclaimed within me “Wah, that looks good yeah!”
To add to the scene of romance the girl also had a white
and brown puppy sweetly sleeping in her arms. Several
thoughts ran through my mind- ‘is it really love orjust a
phase that they are going through’, ‘is she in love with the
boy orthe puppy.” ‘Perhaps the puppy’s been given her by
the boy and that she sees him in the puppy.” ‘Whatever it
be, let me nottry to philosophize on love and try to arrive at
conclusions’ | thought and continued to sit.

In the mean time the ‘beauteous beings’ that had
captivated my thoughts as a net does to a fish, went and
sat underneath a flowery bougainvillea and | heard the
boy say in all sweetness,

“Darling Rosy, in your presence 1lfeel cozy,

You are so precious to me as nothing.

During the day 1 meet you in reality.

And at night in fantasy.

My love foryou is so deep,

That if you are not beside me

In it drowned | may be.”

The girl in all hercharm, beauty and sweetness, and
with power to drill into hearts replied,

“Oh my Love,

1too love you so very dearly.

You are my life’s ecstasy.

When | feel sad,

You make me glad.

In limes ofloneliness,

Your presence gives me happiness,

And when 1feel in life that 1am in adark night.

Your presence by my side

Adds meaning to my life,”

The boy gave aspellbinding glance athis sweetheart
with penetrating and loving eyes. The girl could perhaps
feel the warmth of the rays of his love. Then the boy
looked atthe puppy that was still sleeping sweetly in her
lap and with a heavy emotional voice said,

“Honey you tell me thatyou love me dearly,

| appreciate that ofyou so deeply,

But why is it that you hold a puppy in your arms.

When you should be holding me as your charm”?

On listening to this, the puppy woke up, gave a
furious gape at the boy and started barking at the top of
its voice. The boy was frightened and perhaps felt nervous
as the people around looked atthem to see whatthe matter
was. He was so frightened that he jumped up from the
bench and took a few steps backwards but only to land
up in adrain. The water in the drain fortunately was not
so deep as to drown him butjust reached his knees. The
girl looked at the boy with pity and said,

“O dear what a pity, now 1know thatyour love for

me,

Is as deep as the drain-water that reaches your
knees.”

The boy replied,

“Oh sweetheart, so do | that your loving words for
me,

Are as meaningful as the barking of your puppy.”

The writer isastudenlofT.D.C. 3rdyear Deptt. ofEnglish



TWO TRAVELLERS

Manas Jyoti Delta

On 17 of May. after a good gap of five years, 1
arrived al Delhi-which was cvcr>thing: my education, my
careerand my love, for me. First thing that! did on arrival
was hiring an auto-rickshaw,

‘“M avyiir Assam' hotel chalogc Bhaiya?’ | asked
a driver and without his conscnt occupied the back seat
and felt the same sensation and excitement as | had on
the first day. Thanks to my company (in fact, | am travel
agent) for providmg me a chance to make my memories
afresh and to have good time with my friends.

W ith the changes in the speed ofthe auto, | began
to realize the changesthatDelhiimderwentin my absence.
How crazy we all became to be the first passengers of
the metro trains when tliey were about to come on the
tracks. Now the whole of Delhi had been woven with its
Network. Delhi changes itself ever>day. The streets,
shops, restaurants, Me Donalds, cinemas seemed the same
butstill | felt achange in them. A |l the memories crowded
my mind as the auto entered CP. | enjoyed most of my
time here only in CP - the othername ofpuzzle; once you
get in. difficult to get out. Its rounded roads w ill make
you lost as lost in aJungle. This was the place where |
saw Pragya, met Pragya and proposed Prag>'a. Oh! CP
was my centre of evcer\' activit>. | was travelling in the
present of my past, feeling the emotional attacliment to
D e llii.

Crack ...Crac ..., suddenly the applied brake
aroused me and broke the link,

“Sir, here its your hotel”, the driver said and
passed a smirk, | made up myself and bid him goodbye
and went up the stairs. The doorman opened the door
with apleasing smile, wished n\e and called aboy to carrs'
my luggage. | went to the reception counter and asked
the thousand lim es repeated question, is there any room?
If any single room, please?” The receptionist did not
respond, as she was busy with her mobile. She turned

back only when | reported the mbbish and said in a

ready made tone - "yeswhatcan! do fory,,,” but her

ready madness disappeared on seeing afamiliar face.
She swallowed herwords and became aghast. | too,
became surprised. We stared at each other for a
momentlike stonescoming to sensesthe shouted, what
a great surprise Siddharth, kab, kyon, kaise aur
yahan?” W ith the same excitement| also asked her,”
How areyou? Tum yahan kaise?” Both were trying to
say and shout many things butsometimes excitement
and long cherished happiness conveythatwhich words
canneverdo.

“| have nevertliought that!| would meetyou here
ofall places", Pragya expressed herfeelings, "By the way,
tell me everything afteryou left us, We have been missing
you since, but where you undergrounded your self, nobody
knew, Delhi chhoda to sare doston ko bhee chod diya, na
koi phone, iia letter, na hee koi c-mail, how careless you
have become!” she started to throw’ the arrows,

‘i am ver>' sorr>' for that but | can’t be sorrv'
with myjob. Actually 1 have been very busy in my work

travelling from here to ever>~where”, | tried to prove my

point but in vain. She continued, 'i think you wanted to
getrid of me, but my dear, al last you are caught.”

“Ok, Ok, whatever's past is passed, but today’s
dinner we’ll have together,” | proposed, to bring down
her temper and it worked.

Now it was my tum to ask questions, "O k, now
tell me about yourself, got married, child or direct grand
mother?” | tried to lighten the situation. “Tum hari who
majak kame kee aadet abhee tak nahi gayee haa, jokar
kahike,” she gave a paddy. “1 am the receptionist of tliis
hotel where \'ou are going to stay this w”eek, if | am not
wrong” she said in commanding voice,

""No. no | won't be able to. | am ordered to stay
here for tliree or four days onh', So | am extremely sorry;
butl‘llhave torejectyour proposal” | showed my inability,

Prag>'a seemed disappointed but continued, '“1am

living the same life as you knew".



Once again remembrances got together to harass
me. It was an evening of December, of fire of cold. | and
Pragya were walking on the streets of C P, busy talking
about different things relating to each other.

‘'l love you, Pragya, | know you are surprised to
listen to it, but it s the truth. | have been tlinkm g day and
nightto express my love and this time | have got the power.
| love you'\ | barred my heart, my iimemiost feelings.

For a good lime, she became speechless and
stared at me. "See Siddharth. we arc good friends and |
have not thought of love between us. Before answering
let me think. | wantsome time", “She gave atypical Indian
g irl’s answer- neither yes nor no,

i can wait for you my whole life, take your

time," | dispersed.

One w'eek later, m>" nokia cell ringed up.

.5, “H i Prag>"a, you tested my bearing and patience,
now tell me your answer,” | w'cnt directly to the pomt.
In a slow and steady voice, she uttered, “ 1 too

love you and this realization came to me when | bore the
pain of separation for these days. You are the most
important person in my life and this importance is nothing
but your love.”” Now' 1 was in the air, started bhangra in
ray pajamas only.

“Ok, Ok, don’t be so excited, come to Me
Donalds at 4.30 | have been very hungry”, Pragya
disconnected the link and linked me with madness.

Next tiling that | did after Pragya's call was tell
the great news to Sumit, Saumo & Sujeet. Surprisingly |
received many calls congratulating me for success.
Perhaps such news spreads spontaneously and without
any hindrance. Opportiinit)’ seekers demanded a treat, so
1 asked them to accompany us in Me, Donald,

We had a great evening on this occasion.

27th Januar>’ Pragya’s birthday, we all were
excited as she announced to have a party in tlie Disco
club in tlie late evening.

| was preparing my self for the part>' while time
was preparing a turning point in my life and love, In the
party, we all became wild & then wilder. We lost ourselves
and enjoyed ourselves to the fullest.

At mid-night we came outfrom the club. All were
drunken, unconscious, Pragya held my hand and said,
“Siddharth, let us enjoy the rest of the night together,
alone." This was a complete shocker to me, A slap was
my answer.

Furious, outofcontrol she shouted, "You rascal,
go to hell. Go away, otherwise 1w ill kill you, you bastard”.
Without a word, | moved towards my bike. | pressed the
accelerator to the end, when | saw Saumo helping Prag> a

to walk with tliem.

Next morning | made m>flight to Guwahati w itli
nothing but a hammered heart.

“What happene4”Where are you lost,” Pragya’s
interruption bought me to sense.

“"Nowhere, butin the pastbehind us - the pastof
you &me," | replied,

"O k, tellme when did we meet last time. W as it
not on your birth day”, 1 asked her. No answer came but
awave of hesitation and uneasiness passed over her face.
| could not ask again.

‘It's time for dinner. Let’s go. Today you w ill
have the dishes that | like. No objection please”, she was
adamant in this.

The four days staying in Delhi brought me once
again close to Pragya but the impediments of early love

did not vanish. | retuned back to Guwahati.

In the next moth, tlie company sent me to
Bangalore once again for the some purpose.

Although, 1have dene stints in many cities, but it
was may first visit to Bangalore, From Pragya | could get
to know that Samno got ajob in Bangalore and so | started
searching for his whereabouts but in vain. Consequently
1took aroom in a hotel.

On the second, day | did not now how, | got lost
in the Red light Area, and found myself among the
parasites.

"Hello sir, whal type of 'maaK you want -
Manipuri, Assamese, foreign or Dilliw ali- every type you
want. My hand beneath my feet was sweating away. 1
was ver} ner™ous and frightened. Butthe word 'D illiw a li’
aroused me and | nearly ran to escape ft'om that hell. It
was an awful experience.

After having dinner 1went to sleep but could not

close my eyes because of that word which was eating

me up. o > o, e

“How' much w ill you take?” one asked.

“One thousand only”, the girl replied.

“Ok, come here”, the other invited. ‘e

In the mid night! heard this conversation, which
boiled my blood.

| came out of my room and knocked at the
adjacent room’s door.

“Who’s that rascal diere,’ the man responded,

“|l am the waiter” 1lreplied

“What tlie' hell do you want now, come in the
morning”, he ordered,

“This is the police. Open the door,” 1 changed
my role.

“Open the door, otherwise, it w ill be broken

down.” | w'arned.



After a while, a middle-aged man unlocked the
door. “What’s the problem sir, what happened”, he
pretended to be innocent.

“ls there anyone else with you? Don't try to tell
a lie, | have heard you talking with some girl, where is
she?” and without his reply, | went and knocked on the
bathroom door, which was locked from inside. And once
again, | played the same role.

In between, the rascal friend tried to bribe me
but in vain. | swallowed my laughter. And when the door
was opened by the girl | saw a darkness shattering my
every desire and dream.

"l have not been celebrating my birthday since
that birth which broughtdarknessto my life” Pragya began

her stoiy which was the beginning of death of a life.

i was raped; gang-raped, the three of them
just finished everything that day”, she continued,
struggling with the streams of tears coming from her
tired eyes.

"Saumo sold me to a brothel-owner for fifty
thousand and since then | have been a mobile prostitute
selling myself for lusi of other, sometime here next time
there. Everyday | am sold”, she barred that dark pastof
her life. My every drop of blood was boiling, made me
mum.

"I was in Delhi as a part of my duty to sell
myself and fortunately or unfortunately | don’t know,
| met you. 1wanted to tell everything but could not”,
she began to weep loudly. | had no word to console

her & myself

TDC I" Year. English Major, ARB Hostel.



Cotton College

Sangeeta Gogoi
TDC 3rd Year

Dept, ofEnglish

Tlie Future Belongs To Those Who Believe hiThe

Beauty OfTheir Dreams/'

Sw ift spring parted slow ly
Sprinkling sweet fragrance ofhope,
W ith seven soft rays ofthe rainbow

Crayonned the ‘W hitest Dove.’

Chimed asong cheerful and sweet
As fired wings prepared to fly,
And kiss my Lord’s invisible feet

Soaring beyond the lim its ofthe sky.

Your urge to touch the Sun
Can glisten sublime beats ofthe heart,
Blossom hopes in adying cause

And recreate a paradise on earth.

The Hero

Mit Chowdhur}'
TD C 1st Year

Dept, of Eco

When the evil broke,

He had to depart,

A pretty wife, awithered mother
And children four left behind ;
They wished him well

And fed, not with bread

But with hopes that he shall return ;
Bravely the hero fought,
Conquered every blow and shot;
But then ashot from Hell,
Pierced through him and fell.

Fell he, butnotalone.

Fell w'ith him a pretty wife.

A withered mother and children four.



A Prayer

Sang”vaiso Terongpi

TDC 1St Year (Arts)

The day fades into the hands of dark
The entii'e world is asleep
There is unlikely cold

The colour black hides all that exist

Silence pervades all over
Not asingle sound to be heard
One can only hear

The scream of pain; cries over death

Anger, betrayal, revenge runs in the blood
The mind conspires every moment,

The body all setto give a blow,

But the eye only observes

The darkness,

The smoke, The terror

There be again a flow ofw'isdom? DIVlnlty

A flow oflove, trust and peace?

W ill hum anity in us speak again? Sangeeta Saikia

Again this eye see a new morn? TDC 2nd Year

It is still nottoo late Dept, ofEnglish

We can still bring back

The brightness ofthe sun Hark to the sound ofthe thousand bells

The glow ofthe moon [Using from the magnificenttemples

Fillin g the earth with an aura ofjoyousness

Lets build ourown home of peace Proclaiming the descending footstepsofH is holiness

Where every heart feels thejoy oftogetherness, Smell the fragrance emanating at the altars

Where every mind speaks the language oflove, From the rising fumes ofthe incense bars

W here evei-y ear hears the notes of laughter And feel the presence ofD ivinity

W ho maketh the world rich with His bounty

Yes, it’s a prayer for a change Divertthy vision towards the burning lamps

From hearts ofyours and mine Thatresemble the twinkling stars

Yes, its aprayer for eternal b liss And lighten the floors thatlie damp

From souls to tie you and me in one bond. From the sprinkling ofthe holy waters
A midst the sights reigning the place ofH is abiding
Gatherthe strength to follow the teaching

O fthe holy saints whose preaching

Alone can lead humanity to good living .



Who Am I?

Shaheen Salma Ahmed
TDC 1St Year
Dept, ofEnglish
Who Am 1I?
Am 1the beareronly oftags?
The tag of being awoman?
The tagofbeing adaugther?
The tag of being a wife?
O f being a mother?
O fbeing the tethered goat?
O f being always the oppressed?

Alw ays collapsing underobligations?

lam at a loss...

W hy do 1 have to be overburdened
W ith tags?

W hy can’t | express my soul?

W hy can’t | free my mind?

W hy do the heavy shackles

O fthis

Narrow societ>’

Try to bind me down?

This ain’t the way it ought to be
Revere me, fear me o’ people
For 1am the harbinger ofa new
life and dawn -

| am the New Woman of an

AncientNation!

Moonlight, Midnight And A Tubelight

Mriganka Saikia
TDC 1St Year

Dept, ofGeology

A's the clock struck 12 and the world was still
lwas having my share ofmoonlight alone

In the pale white lighto fthe moon

I was thinking ofyou in my heart

The moon was out in the sky

Showing to gloiy from ail within

| was staring atthe moon at a stretch

And | did see your face in the moon

| thoughtif | could walk up to the moon

And kiss the moon on the lips

l1thought- yes that’s what \have for you
Now I'm in my room basking in awhite light
A rtificial lightfrom the tube

Butyou aren’t artificial, you are real

And my thoughts are real, my love is real
Even if hurdles come in our way

I know we’ll find away out

And find away outto the moon

To the moon - onamoonlitmidnight.



The Essence Of Motion

Anirban Kapil Baishya
TD C ]st, year

ofP.Sc.

The essence of motion lies

In the spark of a moment

W hich like the subtle nuances
O fthe stream oftime
Converge and diverge..
Liteilwined .to-from the end

O fthe beginning ofan end.

Asbmita Bharaii

.S.

2nd Year (Sc)

The path which we have venti~d on

Not aware where it Will end ;

I ut we muststill the”™ carby ;6n;%

A'ANijthouttiring and re lj~ing i

f~rirvellous sights we fis®/seen,

khdifferent people here and there
oM

'‘~Ad witi**m'e am o % 'Mrfi-'fe shared ourjoys

aftd.woes.'m” - —

Stilknotaware where it w ill end;

Scorching healofsummer hits us,

C hilly snow ofwinters c hills us,

Dew drops in the morning shimm erin the

morning lig ht;

W ith acool gale whispering usto carry on.

And enjoy the leisure among nature,

S till

not aware where itw ill end...



About my life...
Meghali Rabha
TDC 2nd Year

Dept, of Mathem atics

My life ...
Its my life
Storm on the ocean

Moonlight on desert

Tears in happiness Running After a Mirage
And
Sorrows in success Himadri Basumatary

HS 2nd Year (Sc.)

It’s my hfe In the boundless desert,

I'am suffering 1stand all alone,
Wear)' and travel-strained.
A r1ose in snowy evening All | see is sand and sand
A green leafin mid winter Stretched up to the horizon.
My feeble legs can’t bear my weight
My life and only my life And | collapse on my sandy bed
W hich is promising The merciless sun laughs atmy plight.
Forfuture being. And as | long for shade
And a pool ofwaterto quench my thirst,
| see something that arouses my hopes,
And |rea|ize,
i am not alone in this sandy sea,
Something lies notfarfrom me
W ith new spirit and new heart,
| drag my unsteady feet.
Under me, the ruthless desert
As | come nearer, | find
The thing moving away from me
1 hurry afterit. But alas!
It eludes me and disappears
But reappears some distance ahead.
Once again with a new hope
| run after it but again in vain,
it plays hide and seek with me
And then | realize it’s a mirage
That!| am running aftersomething
W hich is notthere
And yet it drags me forward

And | carry on with myjourney.
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Secretarial, Report
Secretary, Debating &
Symposium Section

Aithe very outset 1lextend my sincere
thanks to the Cottonians for their cordial
.support and co-operalion which enabled me
to shoulder the responsibility as the
secretary. Debater & Symposium Section.
Specially, | would like to convey my heartlut
gratitude to Uddalak, Ayushman and
Dhruba for their extensive support during
my tenure,

Debating Competition
simply arecord participation in the College

It was

Week Debate Competition. The much
relevant topic on education system earned
gcadVinterest from the audience.
Best Debater :

Prarthana Saikia

Partha Pratim Goswami
2nd best Debater :

Laksha dhar Talukdar
3rd best Debater :

Homen Rajbonshi & Partha

Kamal kakati

Elocution and Extempore Speech
Competition ;

Elocution :

]. I'ridip Nayan Basistha

2. Partha Kamal Kakati

413pilw O

3, Partha Pratim Goswami
Extempore Speech :

1. Prarthana Saikia

2. Lakshadhar Talukdar

3. Dharani Lahon
Quiz Competition : The competition was
conducted by the much famed Quiz
Master, respected Prof. Dilip Baruah
sir with lots of information and
deilnitely claimed highly satisfactory
participation both from the

participants as well as the audience.

Results ;

1st : Mil Choudhury & Anirban Kapil
Baishya

2nd : Abhilash Bhuyan & Md. Mehbub
llah

3rd : Heraniba Kr. Das & Raijib
Nath

The 24th MCB Debating Competition :
Due to some financial constraints and
iilso for unavoidable circumstances, the
debate was of the state level with two
participating teams from Shillong.
However, it was a great show with
much relevent. current and much
arguable topics.

Results :

Best Debater: Devarupa Bhattacharya

2nd Debator : Urmi Deka

Best Team : Mandique G irls’ College

2nd Team : Colton College

Again, thanking you all
"Viva-La-Cotton College”

Ranjanjyoti Bazbaruah

Secy., Debating & Symposium Section
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Secretarial Report,
Secretary Girls Common
Room

Cotton College - one of the most
prestigious college in North-Hast. Every
student has awish to gel himselfenrolled in
this college..It is indeed arare honour to be
a member of the union society. | take this
opportunity to intend my heartiest gratitude
to all niy eoitonian friends, incharge. m\' ex-
hostel boarders of NBD for their support
and co-opejation during tny term as the
Girls' Common Room Secretary. 1 would
also I'ke to thank the prof-in-charge of my
senior, Jilu Konwar (Viee-Presidenl). Lali
Haloi and Gagan Haioi for their help and
guidance.

Competitions held
during the coifege week

(1) Bridal competition
Dalijeet Kaur®©
Soniya Sarma®
2 Table Tennis;

Singles- Priyanka Kakati )

Sumi PrabhaBrahma®'
3) Chess:
Joyshree Choudhiiry €'
Supriya Ghosh ®
Double - Priyanka Kakoli ©
Sumi Prabha Brahma ©
Manjistha Deori ®
Geetanjali Bakalial ®
(4) Salad Dressing (appreciation prize);
Amriia Mukharjee
15) Flower Arrangement (appreciation
prize) : Babycharya Patiri.
Mamonl Narah
Secy,. Girls” Common Room
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