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COTTONIAN : The Annual Journal of Cotton College, published by Cotton College Union Society, Cotton
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Message

lam happy to learn that the Cotton Cottege Union Society (CCUS) is
going to bring out the 84" issue of the COTTONIAN. With a heritage 5n
that goes back to nearly ahundred years the COTTONIAN isnot only
the mouth piece of students prosecuting their studies in Cotton
College but it has also been responsible for producing literary
luminaries from the entire North Eastern region of the country
throughout the decades. In the process, it has been contributing
significantly to the academic and cultural life of the region by
providing a veritable platform to its budding v”riters with a
penchant for creativity. lhope the present issue of the COTTONIAN
too would be able to keep up to the standard and expectation
characteristic of the magazine since the time of itsinception, lalso
take this opportunity to congratulate the members of the editorial

team especially, the editor, Shri Bhargob Jyoti Kachari for their

untiring and sincere efforts in bringing out the same.

Dr. I.K. Bhattacharyya
Principal
Cotton College, Guwabhati
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‘l'was amemberofthe RCPI from 1947.1was
connected with the party up to the year 1953. This
party believes in violence.’

‘..tlien ljoined the Communist Party of India. |
am in the party sincc 1953. Now I am notan active
member of the Communist Party but | have got
connection with the Communist Party?’
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‘l'am an artist, I am a happy go lucky type ofman. I
live more inimagination than in reality. | am more an
artistthan acommunist. lalways wantto see everytliing
nice and beautiful. lwantto make everything beautifial.'
[Commissions Paper Book Party, pages 202 to 204].
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ddoaizanon ad its Aallenges

Tocky

IN Hgher BEducation

Dr. Phunu Das

globalization has become a hot topic ofdiscussion in the national and international
arena. Globalization contributes to a wide diffusion of ideas and values
mobilizing international attention to universalistic issues and challenges.
Education is crucial for successful integration in a 'Global World’;
‘Competencies needed’, ‘Learning to be’, ‘Learning to do’, 'Learning to learn’
and ‘Learning to live together’. Even countries of different world, having decades
of discrimination are revising their teaching history and geography to “learn to
live together”. Good education, efficient participation in the process of
Globalization, and the capacity to defend and promote human right require ‘Fully
autonomous’ individuals. Thus education for autonomy means building the
capacity of individual to participate in Globalization and to protect their rights.
The word globalization is derived from the word 'global’ which means ‘world
wide' i.e. affecting or taking into consideration the whole world. It is the process
of integration of economics, politics, and education, culture across the world
through cross-border flow of various factors, product and information. It has
Iwo components - the globalization of markets and the globalization of
production. The process of globalization has
increased openness, interdependence and
integration among different countries.
Education can contribute to the regulation of
globalization, the restructuring of curricular,
teaching method and governance are equally

important to be implemented.

Philiph G Altabach (2003) examines the
impact of globalization on higher education
system in the context of developing countries.
He observes that in a global market place of
higher education, the movement is taking place
from the south to the north. The movement of
natural person as the scientists, professors,
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teachers are also taking place from the south to
the north.

Presently, we have noticed that both
developing as wei) as developed countries higher
education are at cross roads. Traditional [y higher
education was considered as creator and
diffusion of knowledge. Now cxpaasion of
frontiers of knowledge is regarded as the most
important function of education. Many societies
assigned high value to Imowledgc for the sake
of knowledge as kno\\ ledge was considered
wealth. Secondly, higher education was viewed
as an instrument of personal development of
individuals, expanding intellectual hc*rizons of
the individuals, their interest and potential and
empowering the individuals to have better
quality of life. Thirdly, higher education was
viewed as an instrument of social engineering,
socializing individuals to the values of the
society- social, ethical, cultural and political.
So those societies become more virtuous with
more and higher educated people. Lastly, the
role of higher education in transformation of
human being into human capital, an instrument
of production and economic growth in particular
by establishing the conditions for respect of
human rights- a requisite for a successful
evolution of globalization. Education in general
and higher in particular has beer, seriously
affected by these factors.

Higher education now, in the sc called age
of globalization, is being viewed as a means to
employment and playing a crucial role in
knowledge generation, absorption and
dissemination in the creation of income and
wealth. Globalization together with new
information technology creates a revolution in
the organization of work, the production of
goods and sei'vices, relations among nations and
even local culture. No communit} is immune
from the effects ofthis revolution. 7 he two main
bases of globalization are information and
innovation and they in turn, are highly knowledge
intensive. Globalization has a profound impact

on the transmission ofknowledge and its effects
are felt throughout the educational system. The
countries which can adopt fast to changes and
exploit the changes to the most, may take
advantage of globalization. Countries, which
cannot adapt to changes may feel direatened and
may hesitate to initiate any reform.
Globalization offers challenges to the national
system of higher education to restructure the
role of universities, to reformulate domestic
regulations in higher education, to think ofa new
network of universities, research institutions,
industry and community and to promote
competitiveness both within public system as
well as private system of higher educadon.

Higher education is now a major element
on the international agenda. United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), the World Bank and
the Organization for Economic Corporation and
Development (OECD) acknowledge the crucial
role for education in economic development
throughout the world. In these reports the role
of higher education in economic development,
the globalization of the world economy, the
development of a knowledge-based society and
the education and training of a skilled and
flexible workforce are seen as crucial. Higher
educadon, presently is the main contributor to
the life long development of responsible global
citizens. The declaration on Higher education
for the 21 century encompasses certain issues
on higher education and it ensure quality of
teaching and learning, the ethos of the learning
environment and democratic participation of
learners and the learning process in higher
education. The summaries of declaration can be
stated as -

Higher education should be assessable to all
merit.

A more student oriented vision of higher
education.

Core missions are educating, training and
research.




Globalization and Its Challenges in Higher Education/93

Emphasis on higher education’s ethical role,
autonomy, responsible and anticipator function.

Disseminate universally accepted values i.e.
peace, justice, freedom, equality and solidarity.

Role of service to society, especially in
assisting eliminating poverty, intolerance,
violence, illiteracy, hunger, environmental
degradation and disease.

Developing student’s entrepreneurial skills
so that they become job creators as well as job
seekers.

Greater sharing of knowledge and forming
regional and international networks.

The UNESCO declaration also suggests that
each institutions of higher education should
envisage the creation ofan appropriate structure
and/or mechanism for promoting and managing
international cooperation. Because higher
education has the capacity to make on important
impact upon interlocking levels (local, national
and international) of global society. Tony Blair
says at the 53" UN General Assembly, New York
(1998) that “We share a global environment. We
depend on each other for development and
prosperity. We can no longer se):)arate w'hat we
want to achieve within our borders from what
we face across our holders’. Gibbons (1998)
argues that if universities are to keep up with
the knowledge production system they also need
to participate in the knowledge system. He says
again, ‘Universities of the 21* century will
develop many more and different kind of links
with surrounding society.'As Lionel Jospin told
the 1998 UNESCO gathering, ‘Higher Education
must adapt to the market but not be governed by
it’. The pressures from globalization has raise
the quality of education and offers students to
work in the ‘Knov~'ledge Economy’. Many
goveniments are granting universities, greater
autonomy so that they can respond more flexibly
to the challenges. Universities should not only
responsive. One could see the developement of
truely global universities, which would not only
compete in the global market place for student,

faculty and resources, but also focus on global
needs such as public health, environmental
sustainability and international development.
Beyond that, one could imagine global
universities as communally-constructed
frameworks, promoting instead of restricting,
access to all knowledge, for the purpose of
empowering all human kind.

The education challenges raised by
globalization in higher education can be summed
up as follows—

7. Rethink about the content, integration
of new sources of information : It has been
widely assumed that the new internet
technologies, a visible feature of globalization
would, of themselves, create a revolution in
higher education. The multiplication of sources
of information like news-online, T.V., Radio, a
wide variety of distance learning, e-leaming, the
web, CD-Roms etc. not only imply the need to
update educational content regularly, but also
to review the design of curricula and the teaching
of subject in an interdisciplinary manner. This
also raises the better cooperation between
‘knowledge producers’ (Universities) and
‘knowledge consumers’ (pupils).

2.Development ofskills and competencies:
In most countries, foreign capital and increas-
ingly knowledge intensive capital stimulate to
have a ready supply of skilled labor force and it
requires new skills from individuals. All educa-
tional programmes should be based on compe-
tency-based approach which mainly concerns
for developing skills for globalization (au-
tonomy, communication and learning to learn).

3. Curriculum should be based on to the
needs of different socio-cultural groups:
Globalization is having impact on knowledge
formation because it revalues different types of
knowledge by providing need-based curriculum.
The social-cultural background of learning is
taking into consideration when conceiving and
implementing curriculum. Skills for
globalization include a better knowledge and
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understanding of heterogeneity Df our world,
including information’s, economic inequalities
and social injustice.

4. Focus oflearners/individuals: The main
assumption of globalization is that there is a
“world market” where all individuals can buy and
sell, no matter where they live and llow they live.
Globalization refers to individuals as they are
actors of a ‘world market’. Educators believes
that it is the learner who ultimate!} determiners
the construction of knowledge and economist
promote education vouchers and the freedom
ofchoice of individuals on arguments of market
efficiency.

5. Introducing new subjects : The
widespread concern for global issues, such as
population control, urbanization, environment,
consumption, citizenship etc. favour their
integration in educational programmes.
Introduction of nev/ curriculum design by
adopting a comprehensive approach, developing
more participatory teaching/learning methods
enable the students to put what they have learned
into practice.

6. Promotion of social consensus: The
teaching of specific values, such as the
acceptance of diversity, fairness, tolerance ctc.
can help in learning to live together. Aa emphasis
should be put on teamwork and paitic: pation and
the learning to listen and become infomied-
leaming to learn.

7. Maintain the national and social
cohesion of the country : The ~alues of
pluralism, mutual understanding, peace and a
spirit of interdependence allows noi only the
concept of identity but also ensure c'evelop in
understanding/interaction and uni v'ersality.
Supporting the promotion of ‘Universalistic
values’ in education at all levels is a basic
condition for a human globalization’.

Quality of higher education institutions for
knowledge economy would require
internationalization of curricula through
continuous updating diversification. It also
requires that students should have the flexibility
to choose the subjects for a programme.
Developing countries require a rapid growth of
good quality higher education for their very
survival in the highly competitive globalize
world. On the other hand, the goverament must
guide, regulate and control the private education
providers to exploit the markets as the context
of globalization requires private parcicipation to
package knowledge and sell through education
and training.
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Need for Counselling

In Colleges

Dr. Parijat Borgohain »

Counselling can bedefined as the relationship
between the client and tlie counsellor where tlie coun-
sellor helps tlie client to help himselfto overcome the
problem situation by using his own resources and po-
tentialities within an environment ofunconditional ac-
ceptance. The two most important factors which ne-
cessitate the need for constant counselling in college
ai'e: firstly, \he student comingto colleges find atolally
different environment in the college and as such they
may find problems adjusting to the new environment.
Secondly, the students have to nicike a selection oftlie
subjects inwhich they will pursuetlieir undergraduate
as well as post graduate courses.

According to Varsha Rebello, 'Career counsel-
ling is the guidance given to a smdent on the road he/
she should take to achieve his/lier goals. The advicc
and counselling provided isbased on three deciding
factors-personality, aptitude and interest.' 'Fhe coun -
selloris trained in administrating test that detennine
the aptitude and skills of the student, his personality
traitandsubjectofintercst. There arcthree basic types
ofcounselling-

1 Supportive Counselling, where tlie counsellor
provides emotional support to the clients,

2. Educative Counselling, where the counsellor
shares relevant concepts that stimulate thinking and
understanding, and

3. Reconstruction Counselling, where the coun-
sellor works on deeper personality changes.

There is an urgent need for establishing student
counselling centres inall tlie colleges. Career counsel-
ling is needed for choosing the right career. Colleges
offer career counselling through aptitude and 1Q test
and through face-to-face interviews with the career
guidance counsellor. The interview provides the stu-
dent with the opportunity to clear any doubts or que-
ries he/she may haveregarding career options and edu-
cational courses. Italso allows the counsellor to ftir-

tlierjudge die aptitude of the student, on the basis of
the witten test or personal interview.

Once a student and counsellor have met and de-
termined the steps towards acadcmic, career and per-
sonal goals, the counselling centre is able to help the
student puttiiese goals into motion. Some educational
institutes like the Indian Institute of Teclmologies (11Ts)
have a faculty as counsellor for each student to look
after his/her studies and overall well-being; besides
tlie counselling offered at the time ofadmission. The
faculty acts as a guide to the student during his/her
stay at tlie Institute. College counsellors can also help
students to develop their study skills, encourage tliem
to take part in co-curricular activities and help them
develop money management skills, among others.
Now-a-days, many colleges in India and abroad of-
fer online career counselling where necessary infor-
mation about the courses, subjects and various facili-
tiesoftlicinstitutions are stated for tlie benefit of pro-
spective students. Mention may be made ofthe Na-
tional Association forCollegcAdmission Counselling
(NACAC) ofVirginia, USAand The Association for
University and College Counselling (AUCC) ofthe
United Kingdom.

Counsellei's in college also help students and staff
to find ways to deal witli emotional problems in order
to maximize successful learning and teacliing. Students
arriving ata college for the first time may have to learn
to adapt to significant changes, such as moving to a
new area, separation from family and friends,
establishing a new social network, managing a tight
budget, combining acadcmic study with family
commitments. For many, these changes are exciting
and challenging and an intrinsic part of die atU'action
ofgoing to college. However, they can also give rise
to anxiety.

Most personal problems experienced at college
can be resolved quickly by taking to a family member
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or a friend or by seeking help from tutors or other
advisors. Itisimportantnotto label asa 'mental health”
problem what are in reality normal emotional reac-
tions to new experiences. However, ¢ small number
ofstudents may experience emotional or psychologi-
cal difficulties which are more persistentand which
inhibit their ability to participate fully iii higher educa-
tion without appropriate professional support. These
difficulties may take the form ofa long-term mental
illness or a temporary., but debilitatin®j, condition or
reaction. Inaddition, some students may iurive at col-
lege with a pre-exiting problem, either declare<i or un-
declared. In these cases, counsellors have important
roles to play.

Mental health problems can ser ously impair
academic perfonnance and can lead 13confused or
disturbed behaviour. Minorproblems Y hich interfere
with a student’s capacity to work resiilt in distress,
wasted effort and und(;miine academic progress. A
more seriously disturbed student, as well as needing
appropriate professional support, may cause anxiety
and concern to fellow students, tutors and college staff.
The college should aim to provide a supportive
environmentthatwill help students with mental health
difficulties to realize their academic potential <tdmore
specifically, to meet course requirements. By providing
the opportunity to pursue social, cultural and sporting
fulfillment, in addition to academic excellence, it can
aim to facilitate and promote positive mental health
and well-being.

In colleges, students may turn to a number of
people for advice including tutors, personal tutors,
principal, student advisors, as well as college doctors
and nurses. Ifa student wishes to discujs a problem
with someone outside tlieir college they should be able
to approach the Student Counselling Service. Minor
problems dealing with anxiety or stress can be ad-
dressed by the college itselfthrough concemed per-
son responsible for students’welfare. However, in case
of more serious emotional and psycholc gical prob-
lems, professional intervention should be f:ought. Col-
lege doctors can also provide medical certificates at
the dme of examinations fortliose who areill.

Students witli mental health di fficulties will prob-
ably not seek help unless they know that tlie informa-
tion they provide will be treated as confidential and
that it will not harm their academic standing. Doctors,
nurses and counsellors are all required to observe con-

fidentiality in accordance with strict ethical codes.
Whilst emphasizing the responsibilit>' ofthe college to
respect pri™acy, it should also advise on circumstances
where it would be appropriate to share infonnation
witli third parties who have aclear need to know that
there are specific concerns about a smdent e.g. where
there is a danger ofa student harming themselves or
others. The bad press given to mental health prob-
lems can deter people from seeking help when they
suspect their own mental health is at risk.

Information about the support available to stu-
dents witli mental health difficulties shouldbe pro\ided
in college prospectuses. The Student Counselling Ser-
vice should provide practical advice on how to cope
with problems such as anxiety, depression, bereave-
ment, insomnia, interpersonal relationships, drug and
substance abuse and exam stress. This information will
help to improve awareness ofthe availability and po-
tential benefits of counselling.

To promote consistency in the way individual
cases arc handled, guidelines can be issued for use by
staffon how to identify and respond to students with
mental health difficulties, including procedures for deal-
ing witli those at risk ofbanning themselves or others;.
The objective is to ensure that tutors md others are
better able to recognise the warning signs ofa mental
health problem and to know when it is sufficiently se-
rious to require referral to aprofessional. Itis impor-
tant tliat those involved in student wellk-e do not try
to deal witli problems that require expert assessment
and management, althoughthey may stillhave anim-
portantrole to play in supporting tlie student in their
studies or living arrangements.

Therefor(®, it can be said witliout doubt that coun-
selling incolleges is very important for taking a range
ofphysical, emotional, mental and psychological prob-
lem affecting college students. After college hours care,
self-help leaflets, audio instructions, formation ofper-
sonal development groups, academic workshops on
couaselling, facility to e-mail a counsellor, etc. can help
students overcome arange of problems like harass-
ment, both sexual and racial, alcohol and substance
abuse, anger, assertiveness, attention-deficit disorder,
stress, study skills, time management, traumatic events,
grief, family and childhood issues, eating disorders,
insomnia, financial hardships and cultural issues. O

9 Writer is an Asst. Prof. of Geography Deptt.



Value Oriented Education

Geetamani Deka

'\HLE are normative standards by which human being are influenced in their choice among the
altemative courses ofaction which they perceive.’

Values arc conscious and unconscious preferences by the majority of members ofthe
society and are socialy regulated. Tliey arise during a particular moment ofhistory and
transcend that epoch, as ideas of values, not definitive in themselves, but maintained by
consensus even when not put into practice. Since values implies adecision, itrequires an
actofautonomous reflections and prioritization. The concept surrounding the world ‘value’
originated with the stoics who used this term for that which is good giving ita moral and
subjective connotation. Itis the medium through which we all makejudgements or assigns
attributestilings.

Values are part and parcel ofphilosophy and also include all important Religions,
Beliefs, Moral Attitude, Pliilosophies oflife, Political Ideologies etc. which notonly help m
sustaining the society and its culture, but are also significant in bringing about correspond-
ing changes in tlie society and culture. It also signifies that quality ofan individual which
makes tliat individual or thing important, respectable and useful. Itis an endeavour which
signifies need system, psychological as well as philosophical.

Most prominent educationist ofthe world, Elizabeth B. Hurlock in her book ‘Child
Development’aptly remarked that, “Values are concepts heavily weighted with emotions.
They are concepts of the desirable which influence the child’s selection from available
modes, means and ends ofaction. Becausc they areprimanly subjective, they are stronger
prcdispositians of behaviour then concepts witli less heavy emotional weighting are.’

Values can be operationally conceived as those guiding principles of life which arc
conducive to one’s physical and mental healtli aswell as to social welfare and adjustment.

Swami Vivckiinanda defined tlie term value oriented
education as following- ‘Men is potentially divine. The
goal is to manifest this potentiality™ within by conti‘olling
nature- extemal and internal, through education.

Value oriented education should be regarded essen-
tially as an education for becoming and selfexceeding. It
will not only provide infomiation on values to students,
but also forenbling them to grow into beings and transcard
narrowness, selfishness and partial ideas and attitudes.
This education also help the students to develop humani-
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tarian spiritand becametruly mora'. True morality con-
sists of international growth whereby the humanitaiian
spirit became increasingly dominant. The concept of
humanitarism is that, ‘Do into others as you would
have them do into you.” In value oriented education
the emphasis is on the development ofrationality. Most
oftheevils inthe society getnourisliment from irrat o-
nal thinking and prejudices. Gautama Buddha has sai i -
‘Believe nothing, because you have been told it or
because you yourselfhave imagine«l it. Do not belie'/e
that what your teacher tells you, merely out ofrespect
for the teacher, but whatever after due examinatic>n
and analysis, you find to be conducive to be good, tlie
beneficial the welfare ifall beings, that doctrine be-
lieve in and closing to and take itas your guide.”’

The complexity ofmodem life its focus being
materialism and affluence has resulted on the erosio i
of higher values. The society has become narrov/
minded and selfish each member is concerned with
his own good. But no one is interested in the welfare,
ofall human beings. Tlie impact oftMs isthat the cor-
ruption, rivalry,jealousy and ignoring ofone's duties
while asserting ofones rights have gained in fiim roots
in the social fabric. To uproot these evils the value
oriented education is essential.

What values should be imparted (?)

Values have formed integral parts ofsocial life
everywhere and at all stages ofhumani history. Unfor-
tunately during the past few decades there have been
concerted attempts to destroy our traditional values
by the so called progressive and intellectuals. Some
major values of our society are as follows which are
essential in Indian scenario.

Respect: Itincludes the selfrespect as well as
respect for others.

Professionalism: Professionalism is a cluster of
attitudes and values relating to one’srole as a profes-
sional and contributory member ofthe society. It in-
cludes respect for excellency, regards for nonns of
behaviour, self-criticism, open mindedjiess, integrity
and areadiness to accept failure and limitations.

Concernfor others and alsofor Nature: Itis a
tremendous need of the present society.

Character Formation : To form a good charac-
ter qualities like responsibility, selfdisciphne, loyalty,
work ethics, compassive should also be provide.

Citizenship: Itinvolves individual light, justice,
equality, patriotism, attitudes, truth etc. can be im-
parted.

Moral values: It includes the attitudes beliefs,
skills and behaviour to be good, fair and kind.

Way”s to Impart value oriented Education

The value oriented education becomes the present
need ofthe society. By the ways through which this
education can be impartcdin our education are as fol-
lows:

1 All teachers must involved imparting itand all
the subjects including physical education canbe used
for the inculcation ofright values.

2. Toproduced specially designed literature for
the value orientation of education.

3. Special school and special teachers should be
introduced.

4. There should be a National council for disci-
pline consisting ofpeople who would have moral au-
thority intheij’own right.

5. There should be an education fortlie enforce-
ment of law.

6. Established aresource centre for literature on
value education.

For better utilisation of it teachers involvement is
must and the environment of the educational institu-
tions mustreflect the right values oflife. All activities in
the institutions must be planned keeping in view the
values which are to be grasped by the pupils or the
society.

Strategiesfor Inculcating Human Values

Tobuild a conviction about the purpose ofhuman
life requires cleaning the internal environment and
breaking out ofthe narrowne;>sofindividual. The value
orientation must became an integral part ofthe entire
educational systemby weaving the values into the wrap



and woof of the curricular and co-curricular
programmes.

Educational Strategies: The value education lias
been given in the early stage of education in order to
have a lasting effect on tlie future conduct and the way
ofwhole Hfe. Each student must be made self-reliant
to uphold his personal aiid social values.

Teachingstrategies: The educative process for
value orientation will be effective and efficacious only
through multipronged teaching strategies. There are
three main teaching sti-ategies. They are as follows:

Formal Education: The entire educational pro-
cess should influenced by the values. The students must
given atotal picture ofthe inter-relationship and inter-
play offacts and values.

onformal Education : The influences of so-
cialization and accultration generated during non for-
mal education is mere effective than the teaching of
lessons in the fonnal system ofeducation because it
involved mass media, team games, sports and social
service programmes etc.

Informal Education : In this case learning is in-
cidental or ‘residual’ from the interactionwith the press,
conversation with the elders, stem, habits, interests,
attitudes, social adjustments and values.

Needs and Importance:

In our present society there isa great erosion of
values although the great advancement and improve-
ment in science andtechnology. Y oung generation is in
new starts to cope up with western culture. In order
to preserve, maintain and advance the position ofour
country, acomprehensive progragmme ofvalue edu-
cation is imperative. To form the character ofthe little
or school going children to know what is good, 'love
good' and ‘do good’, it is essential. Einstein has re-
marked that when we set up same goal to acquired
same activity and our existence, tlie goal must be of
human aspirations and ofcorresponding values.

Value education help us to developed our own
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moral code such as honesty, truthfulness andjustice
and help to make socially responsiblejudgement. It
shaped our behaviour.

Invalue education we should recognise the pres-
ence ofevil and our efforts should be to wage are-
lentless battle against it. ~fhe preaching of Geeta, ‘Do
your duty without attachment’ should formthe carc of
value education. It is essential to inculcate this ideal
formany atimes individuals feels frustratedwhen inspite
oftheir best efforts they find the evil persisting. Hence
value education should involve both knowledge and
action; knowledge ofwhat is good or bad and what is
right or wrong; action offigliting againstwrong or bad.
Also action has to be around involving oneselfin the
welfare ofothers. Good conduct and practice of mo-
ra\ity must be for their own sake and not for some
personal gain.

At last or inthe end we may say that value educa-
tion should be directed towards higher goals of hu-
manism and world peace and prosperity. What we
need today is such a system ofeducation which may
tum out the raw material into finished products which
isthat ofa complete man who isapractitioner ofhigher

human values and whose life is devoted to the service
ofmankind.
Yudliisthira says in Maliabharata:
‘I do not observe morality expecting fiiait of it.
By my very nature my mind is set on morality.
He who exploits morality misses its true purpose.’
Thus, for existence of purity and beauty ofman-
kind value oriented education is must. It makes the life
luxurious and harmonious. O
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Poetry of Rabindranath Tagore

A Balanced Pursuit of Eastern
and Western Values

call Rabindranath Tagore the Shelley of
I \J Indian literature is a common

hypothesis. Itmi**tnot be difficultto find out
Shelleyan analogues to the image and e?:pression of
poetry of Tagore, but it does not necessanly indicate
that the analogues are also the originals. It is right to
say that there is acommon ground bet™\ een the two
poets in respect oftlieir spiritual piety; but Tagore in-
escapably had not revealed any inclination towards
any poetic sequences of Shelley. So tara™i association
ofthoughts is concerned the poetry of Rabindranath
Tagore sustains some similarities v/ith that of
Wordsworth, Shelley, Keats, but the ms.in stream of
Tagore’s thought may not be found in the ‘Great Ro-
mantics’ofEnglish literadore. Itis quite natural as Tagore
was bom in an active intellectual condition backcd by
the strong western ideas, though the great poet had
not been weaned away Irom the own culturc and na-
tionality, defmitely he even else side could not restrain
fi'omthe influence ofwescem intellcctualism. His grand-
father, prince Dwarakanath, was a friend of Raja
Rammohan Roy and his father, Maharshi
Dcbendranath, virtually was the spirt behind the
Brahmo Samaj. The youngest of the seven sons,
Rabindranath was bora on 6th May, 1861. He was
fortunate in both tlie time and place of]iis birth. As a
Bralimin, he easily and naturally imbibed tlie ti'aditions
ofancient Indiaand immensely influenced by tlieways
of life of mediaeval India. Steeped inthe ti'aditions of
ancientand mediaeval India his family was at the same
time one of the pioneers of western education and
western way of life. This family backc.round helped
Tagore in the following ofhis genius as an integrated
personally who could unite in himselfEastern and

Dhrubajyoti Das

Western Values. As a pioneer of Indian renaissance
he adopted botli the new thoughts and rich heritage of
past with a balanced skill. He had no regular school-
ing, nor did he go through any fonnal education. But
for a genius like Rabindranatii it didn’t much matter.
Predecessors like Michael Madhusudan, Iswar
Chandra and Bankim Chandra-had already started
their artistic ventures in the realm of Bengali poetry.
Rabindranatii readily gripped the atmosphere ofex-
pectancy witli infinite possibility. At fifteen he started
writing prose and poetry witli equal pace and had never
looked back till his last breath. His active literary ca-
reer extended over aperiod of 65 years during which
he created tlie diversity ofhis literary works including
over athousand poems and two thousand songs. He
was a poet, dramatist, actor, producer; he was a mu-
sician and a painter Besides he was an educationist
and apractical idealist with realistic viewpoint. He was
also arefoniier, philosopher, prophet and anovelist,
short stor}* v/ritcr and essentially a critic of life and
literature. In eculydays ofhis literary venture he made
avisitto England and had fallen in the direct spell of
English Romantics- Wordsworth, Shelley and Keats.
Tagore was essentially a lyric poet, but his love
for nature and man gives a high dramatic quality to
many ofhis poems. His love for man unconsciously
and inevitably merged into love of God. He never ac-
cepted a conception ofart divorced from life. He pur-
sued beaut)' but as a manifestation of life. Even he
never thougfit of divinity as something apart from hu-
man life. His zest for social justice istotally deep-rooted
in her deep sense of humanit}*. For him patriotism was
apositive quality oflove for his own people and land.
It is quite discernible that Tagore was deeply influ-



enced by Vaishnavapoetry and Sufi mysticism. His
spiritual plightheaded on atthe root ofthis belief. In
thisregard we come across a glittering poetic depth in
many of his famous poems such as 'Basundhara’,
'Swarga Hoite Viday’,'Guru Gobinda', PrabasM’and
aboveall his finestaeation ‘Geetanjali’ witlioutwhich
reference an account of Tagore’s poetry would sim-
ply be incomplete. An eminentcritic rightly remarks
on ‘Geetanjali’ : Tlie poem naturally gives comfort to
many trouble souls. Itisa greatdocumentofintuitive
faitliand reads like the ‘Bhagawat Gita’ on one head,
and the ‘Psalms ofthe Old Testament’, on the other.
It can be called a synthesis of all that is best in the
Indian and the Westem Tradition’. Some critics are of
the opinion tliat Tagore ismore apoet ofNature than
ofMan and God. Like Shelley, he too has putgolden
touch ofnature in his poem. He loved his earth pas-
sionately. The love for his men and land made him
ableto write many magic verses. The sights and sounds
ofhis land are caughtagain and again in his splendid
lyrics. He like ‘Kalidasa’ glorifies the rainy season and
itis his credit forwhy his poems and songs ofrains
have become a partofournational heritage. His mi-
nutest observations towards different aspects ofN a-
ture like heavy smells of damp earth after the first
shower, tlie thrilling life in liie green shoots o fthe newly
growing grass, the shadows ofdark cloud and tlie im-
ceasing rain which breaks the silence ofnight, have
given his verse the magic touch reflecting an invisible
relationship ofthe mood and temper ofman nature.
This isthe unique momentresulted from the poet's
high exaltation bringing close the two entities hiding
outtheir separate identities. In 'Vaisakh' (Summer)
Tagorewrites:

'O ascetic, sound now thy call ofpeace

Letthy deep generous note spread to night and left.
Crossrivers, move from village to village,

and fill the wide open spacesA

Letitmerge with thy melancholy notes
in the Shadow ofthe peepol tree
Letsorrow andjoy, hope and despair
Scatter in the sky like dusttossed by your breath
Let sorrow andjoy, hope and despair
Full up the expectant Sky
W ith the fragrance of discarded flowers.'
(From Humayun Kabir’s translation)
Though Tagore resembles Wordsworth’s propa-
gation ofpantheism; he unlike Shelley and Byr(>nre-
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mained absolutely unmoved by revolutionary themes
fortheregeneration of mankind. He was neither rebel
norUtopian dreamer. He knew nothing of Byron’s
stormy spiritofantagonism to the existing order of
things and had no sympathy witli Shalley’s humanitar-
ian zeal and passion forreforming the world. He loved
Naturejust for its own sake and for glory and loveli-
ness that he found in itand preferred to be remained
as the ‘poetofearth’.As a matter of fact, Shelley’s
invocation for impossible reforms and the dynamic
aspects does not create any ripple in the placid water
oftlie Tagore’s Nature mysticism. For Shelley, Poetry
isnetmere art; itis an incantation. Itis aprophecy. It
puts into dead things. Itis atrumpetthatawakens the
sleeping world. It evokes faith in the despondent,
shakes the lazy world. He thinks every poet should
have reforming zeal which can create paradise in the
earth. Apoet for Shelley isaprophetofa Golden Age
and a harp through which the cosmic power makes
music for mankind. Rabindranath on the other hand,
despite his immense respecttoward the earth, had no
inclination to Shelley’s concept ofradical dynamics of
nature. His realistic fervour iswelljustified while he
tries to interpret poetry as an embodiment oftruth-
truth of different moods ofman an nature. It has al-
ready been said tliat his spiritual speculadon does not
keep usalooffrom the ‘fretand feveroflife.” His spiri-
tual longing does not even suggestus to seek refuge in
hermitage rather tlian keep insisting on our direct in-
volvementin tliejoys and sorrows. According to his
reality consists notin facts butin tlie hamiony offacts.
Tohim poetry isarevelation oftmth and religion. The
poet isofthe opinion that God is 'Satyam, Shivam,
Sundaram - the greatest truth ofthe cosmos which
brings light to the dark routes ofthe poet’smind. A
hostofTagore’s laterpoems reminds us the vision of
Shakespeare and Dante on the basis ofwhich he cre-
ate hisown spiritual Odyssey. Q
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Duthie Park ad RDevid V\&aldh winter
Garden In Abaerdeen
The Heanveen inthe Eaxth

The history of Duthie Park starts on 5th July
1880 when Miss Duthie, a local benefactor
started her intention of presenting Aberdeen
with apublic park to perpetuate the memory
ofheruncle and brothers.

Tliousancls ofpeople including Miss Duthie
and the fu'l-town Council attended the
ceremony ofcutting the firstturfon 27tli August
1881. The ceremony concluded w'ith buffet for
nearly 300 invited guests ia a huge marquee
erected in the park.

The original wheeJbanow used by Miss
Duthie and the Earl of Aberdeen during the
cutting ofthe first turfon 21th August 1881,
can still be seen witliin the W'inter gardens. The
Park lay out and designed by Mr. W R
McKelvin of Dundee, who was a surveyor.
The Park was opened on 27th September
1883 and it had been hoped that the Queen
would be able to perform the opening
ceremony, but she was recovering from an
accidcenl and it was opened by Princess
Beatrice who was also in the city to open the
Sick Children's Hospital.

Forme I was lucky enough to visit tliis world
famous Duthie garden in :ny visit to Scotland
on lastJu'y 2003. This v/as the time when |
went for a lecture series nthe University of
Aberdeen, King's College. After the work was
overinthe Kings College” 1 was free fora day
before my return to London. I hired a taxi, with
a Scottish driver. He seemed to be very gentle
and took me around the city and ultimately to
the famous Duthie Garden. A heaven of
flowers. It took me almost two hours to see
die whole garden. But thi; meter ofthe car was
on and I had to pay 20 pounds to the driver,
which is txjuivalentto Rs 1600.00 (Rs. Sixteen
hundred).

Many ofthe original features ofthe park at
thattime sdll remain almost intact or modified.

Dr.Arup k. Hazarika

The park then, as itis now, gitat favorite with
the towns people of Aberdeen and ithas always
been used by individuals, societies, to host
events and festivities, one ofthe most recent
large events being tlie Queen's Golden Jubilee
in May 2002.

W hilst Duthie was originally a formal park
laid out on Victorian Principles with very few
activities, use ofthe park was later extended
to include recreational pursuits such as boating,
cricket, iind tennis.

Therark contains the famous rose mountain,
which was designed on the site of the old
flagpole mound and this contains 120,000
roses, wliich given an incredibly vibrant display
inthe summer months.

Tlie Victorian Band Stand isalmostperfectly
presented and this has recently been restored
with power upgraded to allow modern uses.

The park comprises around 44 acres now
days, and consists of open spaces, pounds,
fountains and floral displays, in all seasons. "Flie
children's play areas are permanently busy and
popular, particularly at weekends and during
school holidays.

The park isa mass ofcrocuses and dalTodils
in the spring followed by roses, which
commence in early July through to autumn,
mainly in the rose mountain. Climbing to the
top ofthe mountain gives a spectacular view
over the roses and much ofthe park.

The park will soon be the subject of a
Heritage Lottery Bid under the Urban Parks
programme.

David Welch WinterGardens

The Original Winter Gardens or Plan House
was erected in 1899 and was designed by the
then city architect, Mr. Rust, Ilie Building w'as
some 108 feetlong by 56 ft. wide with acircular
center dome measuring 24 feet diameter and
rising to aheight of46 feet. The Building was
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constructed using St Petersburg redwood; costing
1,550.

Afternearly 70 years ofcontinuous public use the
old winter gardens suffered extensive roof damage
during a gale and in the interest of public safety was
demolished in May 1969.

The first stage ofthe new winter gardens was buill
on the original site at a costofalmost 56,000. It
was opened on 9 April 1970 by Lord ProvostR S
Lennox, since then many additions have taken place
up until 1987, in the last addition the temperate house,
corridor of perfumes and the fern house were added.

A Council decision was taken in 2001 following
the death ofDavid Welch, one oftlie most influential
Directors of Parks in Aberdeen to rename tlie Winter
Gardens as the David Welch Winter Gardens. We
have created a memorial courtyard and plaque to
David Welch in the internal area of the garden to
provide for quite reflection.

An ambitious restoration and improvement project
forthe Winter Gardens has commenced and this will
be ongoing. Phase | has been completed and was
partly funded by Scottish Enterprise Grampian.

The Winter Gardens contain a very wide range of
plant material and some important plant collections
and isaunique facility within Northern Scotland.

The Topical House is dominated by a large
collection of South American Bromeliads and while
some provide a herbaceous ground cover on the
forest floor, others arc epiphytes, growing on the
surfaces oflarger plants. Other important plants that
can be found in this house are Orchids, Aroids and
Gingers.

The Victorian corridor was reopened in June 1995
after being extended and now measures some forty
meters in length. The large spectacular hanging
baskets and variety ofpot plants are changed
throughoutthe yearaccording to tfie season with
Fuchsias, Pelargoniums, Streptocarpus,
Cyclamen, Calceolarias and Cinerarias.

The Temperate House a developing
collection ofplants from the temperate regions
ofAustralia, New Zealand, South Africa and
the Mediterranean and would probably not be
hardy enough to survive tliewinter of Aberdeen.
These include Eucalyptus, Acacia, Callistemon,
Phormium, Olive, Strclizia, Protea and
Lcucadendron.

The Arid House contains one ofthe largest

collections one ofthe largest collections ofcacti and
succulents in Britain with plants from dry lands
throughout the world from Central and South
America, North and Southern Africa, Arabia and
Madagascar.

The Japanese garden was opened in June 1987
and designed by Japanese landscape architect Takshi
Sawano and, like many of its kind, attempts to
engender thoughts of peace and tranquility. The
garden commemorates the City of Aberdeen’s
condolence to the Japanese people on the 40th
anniversary of Hiroshima. The garden is full of
symbolism witli the outline oftlie water representing
the Chinese character meaning "heart". ITie pine tree
on tlie island and the camellia, wisteria and bamboo
all speak ofendless peace.

Today the David Welch Winter Gardens are the
mostvisited gardens in Scotland. 'Hiey have a beautiflil
shop, which has large and varied selection of house
plants and gifts and is located in the Fern house.

Wedding and photography can take place in the
gardens witli prior booking. The restaunint is situated
close to the entrance.

The David Welch Winter Gardens are open from
9.30 am, 7 days a week, 363 days in ayear -closing
only on Christmas Day and New Years Day.
Admissions are free but donations are welcome.
Conductedtours are by arrangement. Stafi'is on hand
to answer queries.

So, dear readers, next time any one ofyou happen
to visit Scotland -do not forget to see the most
beautiful garden ofthe world. If you want to have
more information you <can log on to
www.aberdconcity.gov.uk O

0 Woriter isan Associate Professor
ofZoology Department
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The PowerofConcentration

Bandana Choudhury

spiritual life ofa man ora womaii depends upon the subjugation oi'the sense, upon

-ITE conti'ol ofthe passions and upon the manifestation of the divine powers that are latent

in every individual soul. There isno power in the universe higher than the power which
comcs ihrough concent 'ation. The power acquired by its practice can control all llie
physical forces ofnature,

When the mental powers are properly guided and directed towards any external
object, the true nature oftiie object is revealed and the result is the discover)’of the
physical laws which gcvem the phenomenal world. The powers ofthe mind are
scattered like the rays c fan electric light that illumines the surrounding objects. An
electric light which enlightens die objects within a very limited circle can be made to
illumine distant objects, ifwe know the art ofgathering its rays into one beam and can
throw that one flood ofconverged rays on anything ata considerable distance.

Each individual possesses lhe power ofconcentration in a greater or lesser
degree, and uses it in his/lier everyday life either consciously orunconsciously. Con-
centration in its simplest form is known to us by the name of attention. Ifwe don't pay
attent’on to the objec. which we see, hear or perceive, we cannot understand the
nature ofthat thing. When wc read a book, if our attention is diverted to some otlier
thing, then our eyes may read tlie letters automatically without grasping the meaning or
sense ofthe subject. When you are attending a lecture, ifyour attention is fixed on
something which is more interesting, then altliough all the physiological conditions
necessary for the perxption ofsound will be fulfilled butstill for want of attention,

you will not be able to understand what is
talked about. Similarly, in ever}* instance of
perception ofsense objects we shall notice
that if tliere no attention behind it, we do
notreally perceive itatall.

The power ofattention is notalto-
gether an acquired faculty butis largely a
gift of‘nature. A child in the earliest period
ofits life expresses this innate power of
attention by fixing its gaze upon shining
objects or upon the face or eyes ofits
mother. Thansimple spontaneous and
undeveloped power ina child gradually
develops asthe little one grows older and



comes in contact with the world. Itisa spontane-
ous outgrowth ofthe nature ofour mind.

Arhepower ofconcentrated attention manifests
itselfin the loweranimals aswell as inman: It
varies only in the degree of intensity butnot in
kind. Ail animals first direct tlieir attention to the
search for food. Without using the power of
attention, there could not be any great artist,
sculptor, philosopher, mathematician, musician, etc.
Uis also said that 99% of the diseases and acci-
dents in our lives are the results of inattention to the
lawswhich govern life and healtli.

W hen the diverging rays of the mental energy
which movestliewhole system in different
directions are centred into a focus and when the
concentrated energy is forced through one cliannel,
it strengtiiensthe mind. The control ofattention by
will power is called concentration. 'Hie principal
aids to concentration in the way ofobtaining the
best results from itare, first, right discrimination of
the object ofconcentration; secondly, a clear and
definite understanding ofwhat one wishes to
acquire; thirdly, selfconfidence and lastly, firm
determination, settled purpose and perseverance.

Concentration leads to meditation. Meditation
means the continuous or unbroken flow ofone
currentofthought towards a fixed idea. Ifyour
mind be distracted by any otherthought or idea by
external disturbance, firmly bring your attention
back again to the chosen ideal, if any evil thought
arises in the mind, overcame itby arousing a good
thought. Ifenvy orjealousy arises, the feeling of
friendliness should be used to countered it. I'he
feeling of love should be cultivated to conquer
hatred; and forgiveness should be practised to

overcomethe feeling ofrevenge. Inthisway, wc
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..W ithout using the powers of
attention, there could notbe
any greatartist, sculptor,
philosopher, mathem atician,
m usician, etc. Itis also said

that 99% ofthe diseases
and accidents in our lives are
the results of inattention

to the laves which govern

life and health...

can conquer ail evil and injurious thought by their
opposites and lead a mentally peaceful life and
enjoy supreme happiness. O

# Writer is a stiiclenfof TDC 3rdyear,
English Department



Why Assam Is Lagging Behind?

Biswadeep Gogoi

its rich natural resources and environment, its per capita income is the third lowest among
Indian states (after Bihar and Orissa). There has been jittleprogress atreducing poverty in
Assam as its population estimated to be below tlie poverty line was about41% in 1993-
94 against the all India average 0f36%.

United Liberation FroncofAssam and otlier militant outfits are always wrongly rea-
soned for the lack ofdevelopment. Wlienthe ULFA firstbegan their quest with teiTorthey
had sougM to highlightthe economic backwtirdness ofAssam. Indeed, in a small booklet,
they had strongly pul fonvard the idea that afterachieving their so-called Independence
from India, they would bo able to re-organize the entire txonomy and bring prosperity to
Assam, particularly tiirovgli the teaand oil industry. The so-called insurgency is the resent-
mentofasection ofthe oeople which comes outto be rebellious agamstauthority due to
the poorgovernance ard weak policies of the state.

So, we have to go beyond them to understand the deeper cause of'decades ofne-
glect'ofthe Northeast ingeneral and Assam in particular.

Itis important tc focus on the failure ofthe economic forces to createjobs in the
region though the level o feducation ofitspeople ishigh. The encroachmentofland by the
immigrants intensify the problem, as due to absence ofproducdvejobs, even the well
educated continue to depend on land. The low investment in the productivejobs is the first
iss\je.

The Northeast is treated only as a supplierofraw material o fpetroleum, tea and coal
to the rest of India and aconsumer of finished products. In 1996, Assam had 166 large
and medium industries and the remaining 6 slates togetherhad 50 more. In contrast, Orissa
that is considered a backward state had 374 industries in the same year. Assam has 49
state Public Sectjr Enterprises (PSEs). O fthese, the Assam State Electricity Board (ASEB)
and the Assam State Transport Corporation (ASTC) alone account for more than 90
percent ofthe total state government investment in the PSEs, which was ofthe order ofRs.
2243 crore in 1996-97. Butsuch investments have yielded very poor returns to the state
governmentdue to over-staffing, large overhead costs, low capacity utilisation, and finan-
cial mismanagement making most ofthe PSEs unviable.

.fobs in administration, the otheralternative, are also declining, 'fhe failure ofthe rev-
enue receipts to meetrapidly growing expenditure commitment, particularly expenditure
on salaries, wages, allowances and pensions, lead to form a fiscal refonns committee. As



a step of fiscal refonn the Government ol'Assam in
2001 recommended curb on fresh employmentand
reduction oftotal number ofgovernment employees
@ 2 percentperyear overthe next 5 years.

Now come to immigrants. 'Hie focus has been on
the Bangladeshi Muslims but studies indicate that at
leasthalfifnot2/3 ofmore than the 3 million immi-
grants ai'e from the Hindi heart land, mostly Bihar &
U.P. They come as cheap labour and take up jobs
that the local people donot do easily and employees
also prefer irmnigrants as they work for low wages.
The local people therefore perceive tliem as competi-
tors.

The people also resent the control of their
economy by persons from outside the region. They
identify this control with hindi. Insurgency isone of
theirreactions. The ban tlie outfits have imposed on
screening ofhindi films in Assam and much earlierin
Manipurwas a manifestation ofthis. But as tliey are
unableto influence the decision makers, there angei is
diverted tothe vuherable daily wage earnerswho also
encroach on their lands. A critical moment can trigger
a stronger reaction as itdid when 1 lakhs of candi-
dates reached Guwabhati to appear tor the railway re-
cruitment examination. The student from Assam who
donotsee much hope for their futurejoincd the move-
ment for 100% reservation ofjobs for people from
the region.
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The centre’s reaction has been to treat
insurgency only as a law and order issue or
blame it on a foreign hand or give itacom-
munal colour by focussing on the Bangladeshi
immigrants and ignoring those from the Hindu
heartland will not solve itinanyway. The cen-
tre is pouring crore of rupees to the region
but withoutany investmentplan is resulting in
corruption only. Inthe running ofthe public
distribution system for food security, Assam
is the fourth lowestamong 17 states in terms
ofreaching the subsidy to the bottom 20 per-
cent of households. At the same time, the
leakage ofrice and wheal from the system is

as high as 69 percent and 98 percent respectively.
Because ofwhich Assam is currently facing a fiscal
crisis ofunprecended proportions. Poor governance
and the higli growth in tliegovernments wage stiil have
led to high and growing deficits. The fiscal crisis along
with diversionand inefficientutilization ofilindsdoesn’t
al low the state to invest for strengtening the founda-
tionforeconomic growtli and improving social achieve-
ment.

With no follow up inthe form ofinvestmentplans,
no new jobs are created. That leads to flirtlier disillu-
sionmentofthe youth. Neithertlie communal bias nor
the exclusive focus on law and order can take the re-
gion out of this trap. Nor can 2000 jobs solve the
problem ofmassive unemployment. Both tlie centre
and the local leaders have to concentrate on regener-
ating the economy and creating low investment pro-
ductivejobs.

Instead tlie centre plansto turn theregion into the
powerhouse of Indiaby building more than 40 mas-
sive dams during the nextdecade, to supply power to
the rest of India.

'Fliey will resultinmore loss of livehhood but not
solve the problem ofunemployment. Will our leaders
find long term solution? O

0 Writer is a student of TD C thirdyear.

Botany Department



Caotmmbuion of SuUhAstc Iterature inregoect of
Comurd hamaoy infAssanwwith referace
totewvworks of sorearinat Sufis

Dr. Fazlur Rahman

ommunal harmony means the coexistencc ofall communities inan atmosphere of])eace, love and cunity,
where people may live without any fear from one another and they can get equal opportunities for
development and progress irrespective oftlieii caste or creed. Lack ofmutual understanding and
sympatlietic attitude ofdifferent seccs ofthe society as well as shortage of communal harmony are the
imprecation ofour modem ci\ilization. Communal disunity is like an infectious disease tliat leadsto a sense
ofinsecurity amongstall the peace loving citizens o fa country, as aresult ofwhich the common people
start living in a coas<:antstate of fear ;ind distmst. Moreover, italso impedes the socio-economic progress
and cultural development ofa coiintiy. Because, all round developmentofanation is onlypossibleundCT
such conditionswherethe people can live and co-existin tinatmosphere ofpeace and goodwill. Communal
disintegrity <indmisunderstanding more harmful and dangerous fora country like Indiawhere we have
several religions, several communities, several castes, several languages, several cultures and so on.
Unlbrtunately, since independence India has been facing a very serious problan ofcommunal conflictand
dissension. It isthe communal discord that is atthe root ofall the unrestand uncertainty that is now
prevailing in ourcountry.

Assam being Mininseparable part of Indici, itisnot quite free from this contagious disease of communal
disintegrity and hostility. Tliough tl-ieAssamese peoplearc more moderateand more tolerantto eMich other
creed and faith in compare to the p<xiple ofsome other parts of India, yet some fanatical elements both the

Hindu and Muslim co.nmunities ofAssam are constantly trying their level best to spread the

see<jsofcommunal miagonism and hatred amongst tlie peace-lo\ang citizens o ftheregion

for tlie fulfillment o ftheir ncirrow objectives. Generally, ithas been seen that cunning

politicians and some religious leaders saw ihe seeds ofcommunal discord in the society

fortlieir o\\ti vested interests. Instead ofpreaching tolerance and restraint, they incite

the Ignorant masses with their provocative speechesto ser\'e the purpose oftiieirill

motive, aid thusthecommunal violence spre®id in the society. Under the patronage

ofsome anti-social and dishonest political leaders, day by day these communal

* forccs are getting fertile gi'ound in Assajn and gradually theirsectarian activities

areincreasingto a greatextent, posingai” ous threatto ourlong-standing mutual
toleration, unity and fraternity.

Therefore, itisthe prime need of the time that all ofus should resolve to
mainta n the communal harmony at. any cost. The religious bigotism and
fundamentalism must be fought tooth and nail ifwe wantto save unity ofour
countr/ and if we wish to modernize it. There are various ways to fight
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communalism. One oftheways is to make people aware
ofourcommon heritage in the realm ofreligious spiritof
universal brotherhood. Because the true religious
teaching, replete with the spirit o fself-control, broad
outlook and toleration, can play avery constructive role
inthisregard. Italsoaffirmsa balanced life, which means
aharmonious developmentofall human faculties. People
from all walks oflife should cultivate a feeling oflove
and respect, trustand tolerance for one another as all
the religions foster. So ifwe heartily wish to tackle the
problem of communal menace at intellectual and
cognitional level, we will have to unearth ourcommon
heritage ofthe past. We will have to focus upon sufistic
literaturesfilled withthe spiritofmutual love and fraternity
with tlie S,ﬁSproduced inorderto preach their cults
and spiritual teachings among all sections ofpeople. As
for spiritual resources, we must look to oui- past history,
especially to those who belonged to ﬂ'ES.ﬁ CTM
movements. Because, these movementswereprimarily
based ontmereligiosityand humanism instead o fnarrow
sectarianism and religious fanaticism.

During the several attacks of Muslim conquerors
in Assam many soldiers including religious preachers
and sufi-saints, under normal circumstances or being
captured, took to staying here after marrying the
daughters of the local converted Muslims, which
gradually increasal the numerical strength of Muslim
settlers in Assam. Many ofthem accepted Assam as
their native country and at the time ofnecessity they
fought for the security, peace and prosperity oftlieir
native land. It is to be noted that in compare of the
conquerors and religious preachers, tlie S,ﬁSpIayed a
vital role in the spread ofIslam in Assam. They also
performed various dutiesas harbingerofHindu-Muslim
unity inthe valley. By the continued activities oftIieS.ﬁS,
Assam wasonce soover flooded thatthe visible effcct
ofthat influence can still be marked in many beliefs,
practices, songs and outpourings of the Assamese
people like the silt deposited on a paddy field afterthe
flood. Indomitable zeal, uncommon piety and widely
believed miracles possessed by the SﬁSwere the chief
causes of their success in Assam. In fact, it was the

S"[ﬁSwho were the real torch-bearers of Islamic faith
and culture in Assam. Unlike the orthodox preachers
or uaTaoflslam, the™z/z.vneither vilified the ancient
religious ofthisregion, norunusually glorified theirown.
They were true devotees and understood the essence
ofreligion, and hence did not believe in superiority of
one religion to the other. Through their sermons and
writings they only presented to the public the most liberal
and universal aspects of Islam, which did not fail to
produce the desired result attracting a large number of
the masses to Islam, already groaning under various social
and religious disabilities.

From the beginning ofthe thirteentli to the end of
the eighteenth century, hirge number of suti-saints
belonging to different orders came to Assam and made
extensive efforts for the consolidation and promotion of
Islam as well as sufistic cult in this valley. Jalaluddin
Tabrizi, Shah Jalal Mujarrad, Hazrat Ghiasuddin Aulia,
HazratAzan Fakir, Mowlana KeramatAli Jawnpuriand
Hazrat Syed Nasiruddin Baghdadi were some ofthe
eminent sufi-saints among them. Throughoutthe ages,
these saints were encouraged by the contemporary
Ahom rulers to propagate Islamic faith in Assam. Some
ofthe Ahom rulers patronized the Muslim preachers
and Sufi-saints with liberal grants of land and
maintenance. Occasionally the Ahom rulers also used
to despatch some ofthe Muslim preachersto pilgrimage
to pray for their prosperity and peace.

Islam isever famous forits strong monotheistic belief
in God and forits theoretical and practical teachings of
universal brotherhood and fraternity. The credit for
preaching liberal aspects oflslam and itsharmonious as
well as humanitarian spirit in Assam, goes to the
celebrated sufi-saint Shah Miran, popularly known as
AzanFakir,who cameto Assam in approximately 1045
A.H/1635A.D. from Baghdad. He acquired a congenial
atmosphere for propagating unity between the two
religious groups - the Hindu and the Muslim. With a
view ofspreading the teaching ofIslam, Azan Fakir had
composed large number OFAKISQIZAISin Assamese
language inresemblance ofthe ag.tSordevotional
songs ofSankaradeva and Madliavadeva, with which
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the Assamese people had already been acqgtiainted. The
chief objective of lhe Zkil’Swas to re-organize the
society of Assamese Muslims by regenerating their faith
and love tor Islam in such a way that there will be no
discord intheirage old hamionious relation \vith Hindu
society. Accordingly,Azan I'akir achieved gn”atsuccess
in ensuring the cordial relation between Islam and
Hinduism, particularly with the vaishnavLm. preached
by Sankaradeva. Most ofhis Zfdsnot only reveal a
sense ofhigh esteem forHinduism but also clearly show
his sincerest endeavour to strengthen the amity and
mutual respect for each other. As one of his Zkll’
declares witli all sincerit}' and emotion.

“Mormanatanbhah.... nai O Allah

mor manatbhin par...nai 0 Allah

Hindu ki Musahnan, eke Allar fornian

mor manat eketi bhab.

Hindukejalabo....... morninok garib

Ekekhanijaminortalat”

(Inmy mind, O Allah, I have no differenttough and
distinction, except that the H Indus and Musi ms are
underone law ofAllah, Hindus will be cremated and
the believer in Islam will be buried under ih:same
ground.)

This Lsan excellaitexample o fAzan Fakir’s teacliing
inrespectofunity and communal harmony in Assam.
Anothergreat saintofAssam was Haznit Ghiasuddin
Aulia, who came to Assam inaround 721 A.H./1321
A.D. and devoted his life to the propagations of Islam
in Kamrup. He builta Mosque al:the top of Garuiachal
hill at Hajo, near which he was also buried after lieatli
and his shrine is popularly known as PONAIMUIOOC His
influence on the pco]-)lemade aremarkable chani®e on
tlie Muslim way oflife and gave anew impetus to tlie
bond ofcommunal integrity and Hindu-Muslim unity in
Assam. On accountofhis liberal attitude to all section
ofpeopleand his hamionioustaiciiings, he was ecli;ally
lovedby all and his shrine isstill consideral asa saiTed
place ofpilgrimage botli by tlie Muslims and Hindus
alike.

Anotherprominentsufi-saintM owlana Keramal Ali
Jawnpuri did extensive reform works in Assam, who

visited this region several times in the middle of the
nineteenth century. It isworthy tobe mentioned here
thatbeing fascinated by tlie ethical and moral teaching
aswell as loving conducts, o fthe Mowlana, many non-
Muslim masses also embraced the faith ofIslam in his
hand. The Mowlana was a man of free from any
discrimination in every matterand equally generousto
all classes of people which greatly improved, the
communal harmony inAssam. Forexample, during his
missionary woik inAssam, he distnl>uted attiresnotonly
among the Muslims; ratlierthenon-Muslim masseswere
notdeprived from his liberal gift. Due to his impartial
nature the Mowlanawas uniformly loved by all sections
ofpeople irrespective of caste and creed. As regards
his contribution to the Assamese society an English
scholarhas been foundto have remarked: “Mowlana
KeramatAlinotonly elevated the common Muslimsof
Bengal and Assam to abetter position oftheirreligious
lives, rather he upgraded the non-Muslim masses too
to tlie status of human being in the tme sense o ftlie temi
by means ofmaking them habituated witli the custom
ofwearing cloths inaproperway. Now even the non-
Musliins ofthe I'egion cantighdy identify themselves as
the descendantofAdam aswell as constituent parts of
the civilized human society.”

In short, growth of cordiality and unity between
(he Hindus and Muslims ofAssam is one ofdie great
achievementstliatthe S,ﬁSaccomplished inthisvalley.
From thispoint ofvicw the SﬁSm ay feirlybe regarded
as tlieconnecting link ofhaimony betw”eenthe two great
rehgious communititis ofAssam. Liberal writings and
ftcitemizing influence ofthe S.ﬁSWere daily drawing
the two people ordiiferent religions closcr and closer,
and ultimately during the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries the WO communities were greatly united
together by the inalienable bond of mcinual toleration
and fraternity. On tlic other hand, in some aspects the
\ﬂﬂTﬂTﬁﬂ in Assam preached by Scinkaradeva and
Madhavadeva appears to have a close affinity to Islain.
With the abrogation of idolatry of any kind and tlie
dualistic conception d’God, the Bhakti cult of
Sankaradeva seemsto liave confomied greatly to Islam



Contribution of Sufistic literature in respect of Communal harmony/111

which could developed the prorouiid feelings of
admimtionas well as respect among the Hindus and
Muslims ofAssam for each other religion. This close
relation between the two conununitics tremendously
helped the growth of a deeper sense of mutual
understanding and tolerance in the minds of their
adherents so much so that Sankaradeva and
Madhavadeva were taken as ' QU] by several
noted Muslims like Chandkhan or Chandsha and
Haridas. The impact of the harmonious relation
between [slam and Vaishnavism as well as friendly
dealings ofboth tlie religious groups ofAssam greatly
helped the germination of a deep rooled outlook in
Assamese social life right in the seventeendi century.
This secularity waxed ever stronger and stronger as
it passed through the long corridor of ccnturies so
much so thateven intlie hectic days ofliindu-Muslim
riots in diiferent parts of India. Assamese Hindus and
Muslims could assemble in the courtyard of a
Namghar ora Mosque so express their disapproved
of any hostility among people of die same land.
Moreover, the convened Muslims have retained many
customs and rituals of dieir Pre-Islamic times, as their
spiritual masters did not disapprove them. In social
and matrimonial matters, the female dress known as

'"Mekbela Chaddaf has become a
uniting link between the two religious
groups ofAssam. Even the festival Bihu,
with its many rituals, has been adopted
by many Assamese Muslims which
greatly increased the communal
harmony in Assam, On the othcrhand,
the sulistic influence is clearly visible in
many Assamese songs and music and
the singing the quawali, ghazai and
zari initiated by sufi-saints has become
familiar among all the communities of
Assam as a mark of cultural affinity
among them. In brief, under the liberal
inlluence ofsuHstic literature and the humanitarian
values preached by the Sufis, ihc Muslims ofAssam
have become verv close to the Assamese Hindus in
their culture and traditions and likewise the Hindus
have become familiar with many cultural aspccts of
the Muslims which has strengthened die bondage of
unity and fraternity among all sections ofpeople of
Assam. O
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MAMinmgats ad Thar Gomlounas to
telaag eceaddiiure o Assam

|[i]i is true that a great change which has been
m " madeby the Mushm immigrants in the neld of
language and culture, is a matter of revolutionary
change ofAssamese culture. Assam isaplace havmg
diversified caste and commuiiity, race and class and
forwhich reason, the development oflanguage and
culture ofAssam is higher than that of others. Assam
is having mixed culture, whicl-i ismuch more updated
anditappearsdueto assimilation and combinetion of
language and culture. It is a fact that in this develop-
ment, the Muslim immigrants are found to ha\ e con-
tributed a lot.

Assam came into contact ofthe Muslims tlirough
invading Muslim forces, Sufis Weremainly responsible
for spreading Islam in Assam, Sufis came with the in-
vading forces and some of them settled in oider to
propagate Islam among the masses and receiveJ good
response from the people.

In Bengal during the region ofHussain Sha”, Sufis
had played a greatrole in the Socio-cultural life of
Bengal which in other ways reflected in the life of
Assamese people in rural area*: 0of Assam, mosdy de-
pended on agriculture, crafts, wood-cutting, bciating,
fishingwhich gready provided the foundation of social
culture.

Invading factoristhe Premier factor ofthe Mus-
limsinterms ofcominginto toachwith the people of
Assam. Itis noteworthy to mention the year 12.05 A.
D-, in this year, Muhammad bin Bakhtiar Khiliji en-
tered Kamrupa to invade Assam but was defeated in
the hands ofthe Raja of Kamrupa. Prithu, the kmg of
Kamrupa was defeated in the hands ofNasiruddin.
Thenin 1257 A. D. Tughril Khan invaded the capital
of Kamrupa and a Mosque was erected there to per-
form prayeraccording to Islamic rites.’

From the historical glimpses, itis found that the

Dr.Abu BakkarSiddique

subsequent attacks of Mughals in Kamrupa that many
Muslim started to settle in Hajo area of Kamrupa. In
tlieyear 1543 A. D. Toorbuk was killed in die hands
of Assamese hero Kancheng at Kaliaborin the dis-
trictofNowgaon. Atthe time ofMiijumula’sinvasion
toAssam in 1661 A. D., a historian named Sahabuddin
Talish accompanied him and from his writings itap-
pears that ‘Certain inhabitants o fthis country who bear
thename of Mohammadans are discorded from the
captured soldiers of that army.”’ And also from the
writings of Talish itappears that “‘As for the Muslims
who had been taken prisoner in former times and had
chosen to many there, their descendants are exactly in
the manner of Assamese and have nothing oflslam
exceptthe name; their hearts are inclined far more to-
wards mingling with the Assamese than towards as-
sociation with Muslims.

The Muslims ai*ereported to have come to Assam
even before the Ahoms. The Muslims first came to
Assam in 1198 A. D. while the Ahoms came in 1228
after 30 years. The different Muslim invasions started
from 1198 by Md. Ibne Bakhtiar Khiliji. His firstin-
vasion of Kamrup was in 1203.

There were series ofinvasions thereafter. The last
by Ram Sing in 1668 sent by Aurangzeb who was
finally defeated by the Ahom general LachitBarphukan,
helped by hisMuslim Lt. Bagh Hazarika in the historic
battle of Saraighat. From the then period ofinvasion,
a large group ofMuslims stayed back in Assam and
the presentMuslims of Assam are the descendantsof
these early settlers. From the historical point o fview,
it is obvious that after the Yandabu Treaty of 1826,
when the British took overthe administration o f Assam
alarge number of Muslims from East Bengal started
migrating to Assam towork in the agricultural fields
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while at the same time larger number ofpeople be-
longing to Scheduled Tribes from Bihar, M. P., Orissa
came and became the labourers in the newly estab-
lished tea gardens.

It may be stated that the Muslims in the Barak
Valley are the descendants o fthose Muslims who came
with Aga Md. Raja (Mughal prince) who came to
Barak Valley in 1799 and by defeating the then Cachar
King established his own kingdom. The cacharking
fled to Manipur. However, after some years in 1818
Aga. Md. Raja was defeated by the combined force
ofBritish from Sylhetofking of Manipur and the king
oflJaintia. The present Muslims of Barak Valley are
tlie descendants ofdie people who accompanied Aga
Md. Raja and after his death who remained in Barak
Valley.

The Muslims of Brahmaputra Valley can be di-
vided into two groups, those who came along with the
Muslim generalswho invaded Assam from timeto time
and settled here and immigrant Muslims who came
and settled in Assam during 18th and 19th centuries.
TheseimmigrantMusiimshave given up tlieir languages
and accepted the Assamese Language as tlieirmother
language.®

Itmay be mentioned tliat when the Muslims came
to Assam, they tried their best to know the Assamese
language and sent their children to schools where the
assamese language isthe medium ofinstruction.”

Muslim immigrants not only brought about the
revolutionary change in the field ofagriculture but they
also endeavoured to ameliorate the position of
Assamese language and culture. The Presidentofthe
conference of Assam Sahit>"a Sabha, held in 1926 at
Dhubri, Mr. Benudhar Rajkhowa, in his lecture, he
delivered his speech, ‘A greatnumberofMuslims came
from Moimonshing district. Most ofthem who came
with Miijumla remained back to Assam. They got
mixed up with the Assamese community, likewise, the
Moimonshing would remain in Assam Permanently and
take pride ofthemselves after living in Assam.’

Assuch. AtJorhatconference, held in 1940, Presi-
dentofthat conference, Dr. Moidul Islam Bora, in his
lecture, he delivered his speech, ‘child students con-
ferencerecently held atJoypur in Barpeta. where all

the participants were Paniua (Moimonshing) * In that
conference Khondakar Samser Ali said, ‘As we have
become Assamese after leaving Arab, Persia,
Afganistan, Punjab likewise, we became Assamese
leaving Bengal, now, we have become true Assamese,
our flesh is the flesh of Assam, ourblood is the blood
ofAssam.

The Muslim immigrants contributed a lotin differ-
entdimensions ofAssamese life and culture. The con-
tribution ofthe Muslim immigrants to the field oflan-
guage inteims ofvarious Perso-Arabic words used in
the Assamese language and culture and by which they
are found to have brought about a fruitful change
thereof

In this context, reference may be made to those
Muslims, who entered Assam, namely, Chand Kha,
Ajan Fakir etc. While they started developing the
Assamese language and culture through their valuable
writings. Chand Kha is known as Assamese Kabir,
who composed Bhaktigitand Zikir* Thename ofAjan
Fakirhas also a greatimportance in the field ofwriting
Zikir. Such Bhaktigitas well as Zikir is found to have
played arole forpromoting Assamese language and
culture to a great extent.

Ajan Fakir is said to have taken the holy Quran
as a source forcompiling Zikir and the other helps
from importantbooks and references. Itis found that
Ajan Fakirwas very much influenced by tlieworks of
Sri Sankardeva and Madhabdeva, as itis clear in Zikir.
‘Bhajo Heramoor mon Gurure pawot’7

The Perso-Arabic words, which were used by
the Sufis and gradually followed by the people of
Assam, as an important cultural avenue, in thefrdaily
life and intimation. Since then, the Islamic and Hindu
culture intenns oflinguistic arena are found to have
been developed with the accumulation and synthesis
ofPerso-Arabic words. It istrue mostofthe people
in Assam are not aware ofthe fact that they have been
using Perso-Arabicwords intheir daily intimation, talk
and discourse while such assimilated Perso-Arabic
words played a sincere role in the field of develop-
mentoflanguage and culture of Assam. Arabic words,
which are used in daily life.... Osila, Ajab, Adab,
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Adalat, Iman, ljjat, Qabar, Kalam, Kitab etc.

From the 13th century A. D. we getthe written
record of Assamese literature. The Arabic word
‘Nafar’which is found to have besn used by the poet
Hem Saraswati in his book ‘Prahlad Charit’. Like-
wise, Mahapurush Sankardeva and Madhabde va
used the Arabic and Persian words in their devotiojial
songs, ‘Bargit’ such as Forman, S;ihab, Duniya etc.

Thereare alotofArabic and Persianwords which
are found to have been used inthe ‘Satyapirar Geet’
ofthe 15th century such as Salam,/vllah, Zikir, Khoda
etc. There are agreatnumber ofArabic and Persian
words used in Assamese and Bengali proverbs such
as ‘Joor Zar Muluk tar' here Joor is Persi word while
Muluk is Arabic. ‘SahabNajai Mole, lijatnajai dhule’,
here ljjatis Arabic word.

‘Mia bibi Raji to kiya karega kaji’ here miaard
bibi are Presian words while raji and kaji are Arab; c
words.

Assuch somewords are beingused inthe Bengali
proverbs: ‘Kajer belai kaji, Kaj phurale Paji’ here
kaji is Arabic word and paji Persian. ‘Shakta kathar
bhakto, Naromer zom’, here sakta and naram are
Persian words.®

In this context,itmay be mentioned here that the
most important factor to bring abouta fundamenta |
change inthe Socio-cultural outlook in Assam by the
adventofSankerdev in 15th/16th centureies and Sufi
Saints inthe 13th/14th centuries onwards. The adveni
ofsuchreligious Saints and spread oftheir teachings
and precepts developed a new Assainese society As

Dr. Birendra Nath Dutta has written a foreword to the
book by Dr. Kasim Ali Ahmed’sbook ‘Muslim con-
tribution to Assamese culture.’Assamese society and
culture have evolved through the agesby the combi-
nation and synthesis ofdiverse elements, racial, reli-
gious, linguistic, artistic and so on.

Inisobvious from die above study that such cul-
tural affinity helped to create a congenial atmosphere
inthe multicommunity society of Assam, specially in
the field oflanguage and culture with the contributions
made by the Muslim immigrants in terms of Arabic
and Persian thoughts in various dimensions of
Assamese life.O
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GHIYASUDDIN AULIYA
A PROFILE

Dr. Painuruddin Ahmed

other than tlie Prophets can be divided into two categories, namely - (1) General and (2)
Extra-ordinary. In rank, however, the later class, i.e., extra-ordinary class ofpeople belongs
to the first row which includes the Saints or Sufis and the hermits or the Fakirs. Generally
the hermits are such type of people who retire to the world and remain aloof from the
crowd. They may, in other words, be termed as the self-centered ones and who work for
their own salvation and for the welfare ofthe human beings.

The Sufis also belong to the same categories as the Fakirs. They arrived at their goal
by travelling through the path shown by the holy prophet. The sole motto ofthe Sufis is
to get united with the Supreme being by means of meditation and mortification. To attain
this they traverse a long way of difficulties and trouble. It is of course, not true that the Sufis
work for their salvation alone. They rather hold the responsibilities ofleading the common
people by dieir advice and admonition to live an honest life. In this respect the Sufis rank
high than the Fakirs. After attaining the perfection in spirituality the Sufis reach such stage
that there remains no difference between their exit of goal and the means or ways of
arriving at the goal.

Hazarat Shah-i-Sultan Ghiyasuddin Auliya (1193-1341 A.D.) was such a Sufi who
dedicated his life for the cause of God and taught the people of Kamrup how to lead a
life in accordance with the doctrines as laid down in the holy Quran and Hadith. Among
the pirs and Auliyas who entered Kamrup or Assam he was the most prominent and
generally regarded to be the first preacher of the faith of Islam in Kamrup.' But it is a
matter of great concern that his life and activities are so obscure tliat it always remains
covered by controversies, paiticularly his birth-place, deatii-place, name, time etc. are the

subject matters of discussions and
arguments.®

It may be mentioned here that TasawVv/af
or Sufism originated in the third decade of
the ninth century, i.e. in 822 A.D. in Persial
However, it entered India in tlie beginning
ofthe eleventh century with the airival of
Sheikh Ismail of Bukhara in 1005 A.D.
Afterwards, a large number of Sufis-
Derwishes entered India. These Sufis later
on spread into different parts of India to

Preach Islam. They not only proselytized
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Islam but also worked a deal for die unity, integrity,
brotherhood and fraternity among the people
professing difterentreligions and faiths. Among such
saints Hazarat Ghiyasuddin Auliya was one who c<ime
toAssam.

Hazarat Ghiyasuddin Auliya was bom in 599
A.H./1193 A.D. in tlie city of Tabriz, Persia’S More
probably he belonged to a royal family. Nothing has
come to hand about his early life. But it is leamt that
he was the ‘Badshali’or king of Tabriz till 35 >ears
ofage”. Afterwards he retired to the world andjoined
to tlie Sufistic fold. He roamed about difterent piaces
and ultimately attained the ‘Kliilafat’ or 'lzaza’’ i.e.
pennission to reciuit disciples and to proselytize slain
from the great saint Shihabuddin Suhrawardi (' 145-
1234). Within a very short period he rose to a most
prominent ‘wall’ or saint among the ‘seventy’Auliyas
in the world.

After roaming in different places he arri*ed at
Multan and stayed here for sometime. According to
an account he left Arab for India in 642/1244 in the
wake of a great famine which ravaged the entire
Arab countries*. It may be true; otherwise, he crrived
Delhi from Multan in 633/1233 during the reign of
Iltutmis (1211-1236) of the Delhi Sultanate. About
this time Khwaja Nizamuddin Auliya (1236-1325)
was in his Khangah in Delhi. He met Nizamuddin
Auliya in his Khangah. He was also fortunate to
meet the famous sufi Khwaja Qutubuddin Bakhtiar
Kaki (1142-1236) who was tfie Klialifa or vicegerent
of the celebrated saint KJiwaja Moinuddir: Chisti
(1193-1236).

Any way, Gliiyasuddin Auliya spent many years
in different parts of India, like Badaun. Lahore,
Rajputana, Bihar, etc. in pursuance of his Sufi
mission. Then along with 70 derwishes he arived in
Kamrup in 1321-22 A.D. in order to proselytize
Islam in the land of idle-worshippers and polytheists.

As to the advent of Ghiyasuddin Auliya into
Assam, there prevails a lot of legends. According to

a tradition he caine to Kamrtip along with the invading

force of Sultan Gliiyasuddin Bahadur Shah, king of
Gauda, in 721/1321**. Another accounts relates that
he came with his three companions, namely, Hazaiat
Jamal, Hazarat Shah Gudur and Hazarat Buzurg”

At first he stayed at Garigaon to the west of
Guwaliati near the prchscnt Gauhati Univei'sity on tlie
Dakhinkul in the district of Kamrup"#. But later on
he sliifted his residence to Hajo on the Uttarkul and
stayed on the lop of 750 feet high mountain of
Gamrachal, Hajo, dll his death which took place in
about 1346-47 A.D." He erected a mosque there
on the top of the said hill which is regarded as the
second mosque in Assam the first being estabhshed
by Malik Yuzbak Tughril Klian tlie Gauda Sultan to
mark his conquest of Kamrup in 1256-57 A.D, Soon
tlie shrine turned into a principal centre ofpi'opagating
Islam in an organised manner in Kamrup and abroad.
It is said tliat he sent missionaries to different places
of Kammp like Garigaon, Sijubari, Majdiya etc. and
a large number of local people embraced Islam‘S It
is related that most of the Muslims of erstwhile
Karmup are the local converts who belonged to the
lower class in the society. He also sent his deputies
or Khalifas to Bhutan, Tibet and Cliina to proselytize
Islam among the hill people, and to some extent he
was successful in this eftbrt'* Thus he played a pivotal
role in preaching of Islam in this country and the
mogam at Hajo continued to be the chiefcentre of
preaching.

Powa-Mucca Dargah :

Generally the shrine of Hajo is known as the
‘Powa-Mucca dargah’. There were some reasons
behind this. According to a tradition when Hazarat
Ghiyasuddin Aiihya established this shrine (dargah)
he found there as many as 90 idols which was one
fourth of those 360 idols found at the time of
constructing the Kaabaa sharif at Mecca. So this
shrine was named Powa-Mucca or ‘a quarter of
MuccaM 4 But this legend is baseless and wrong
and quite untenable.

Another tradition relates that Hazarat



Ghiyasuddin Auliya having inlaid holy earth from holy
Mucca (Arab) in this Dargah named it as Powa-
Muccal 5. The name Powa-Mucca actually originated
from the fact that the Ahom King Laxmi Singha
granted one fourth of the Barmagam at Hajo to Hogi
Anowar Fakir of the guild of Farsi-Parhiya.

But regarding the establishment of the Dargah
there are some different views. A section of the people
believes that this mogam was originally the above
(astan) ofthe reputed saint Chand Khan or Chandsai,
and that itwas during his stay in this place that Allah
himselfhad created the mosque.** Mr. B. C. Alien
has recorded two different accomts in this regard.
The first account relates that one Sultan Ghiyasuddin
had built a mosque on the hilltop, but he died before
it was completed, and he was buried witliin the
enclosures ofthe mosque™ The second account tells
that one Sultan Gliiyasuddin was killed in an encounter
with the Ahoms near Biswanath and subsequently
his body was carried to Hajo for burial and he was
entombed within the mosque premises’™ But
according to the accounts of ‘Pavitra Asam’he died
ofblood-vomiting wiiile he advanced to demolish
the Kedaraath Nath of Hajo™™ near Powa-Mucca
dargah. On the contrary the ‘Kamrupar Buranji’
reveals that one Sultan Balwan Ghiyasuddin, son of
Gauda Sultan Alauddin Husain Shall (1493'1519),
administered the Karmup region for some years. He
held his capital on the top ofthe Kuwemchal mountain
where he breathed his last”"® Again, the land-grant
issued to Hajo Dargah by Sultan Shujauddin
Muhammad, son of emperor Shahjahan, states that
Sultan Ghiyasuddin was buried on the Garurachal
hill. Dr. S. K. Bhuyan remarks that during the region
of Jahangir (1605-1627), Mukarram Khan was
appointed the Fawjdar of Koch-Hajo in 1614. About
this time a Mughal merchant named Ratan Shah who
was trading illegally in Singari area was killed by
men of Ahom king Pratap Singha (1603-1641) on
the suspicion that he was a Mughal spy”'. To take

revenge ofita punitive expedition was sent to Assam
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under Saiyad Hakim, Abubakar and Raja Satrajit.
But in the war General Abubakar and his son
Ghiyasuddin were killed. Ghiyasuddin was burried
on the top of the Hajo hills. It is related that
Gliiyasuddin was a Sufi ofreputation. Afterwards his
tomb turned into a famous shrine ofpilgrimage and
it became known as the powa-makka. Dr. Bhuyan
further relates that Alauddin Husain Shah of Bengal
(Gauda) made his son Danyal the Fawjdar of Hajo.
However after the assassination of Danyal, Sultan
Ghiyasuddin succeeded his, and he was entombed
there after his death. But this Ghiyasuddin was a
different person fi*om the Sufi Ghiyasuddin Auliya
who passed away nearly 175 years ago of Sultan
Husain Shah (1493-1519).

On the otherhand Mirza Nathan rightly observed
that Sultan Ghiyasuddin was the name of a saint
whose tomb is at Hajo™. Dr. M. I. Bora also up,
held this. Haliram Dhekial Phukan states that
Masandar Ghazi, Kalu Dewan Ghazi and Sultan
Ghiyasuddin are possibly the other generals of
Alauddin Husain Shah. But he nowhere says that
Ghiyasuddin was a saint of Sufi. However he says
that he was entombed at hill top of Hajo” . It may
be mentioned here that there might be many persons
bearing the same name. But all of them can not be
assumed to be one and same person.

From the above description it appears that it
was Hazarat Ghiyasuddin Auliya who established
'magam’ or shrine on the top of Hajo Garurachal
hills and that he was entombed therein after his
demise. The place is an important centre ofpilgrimage
for all sorts of people, even the Ahom kings also
sent men to this shrine to pray for the welfare of
them as well as of country™'*.

According to local tradition the Dargan contains
at least 60 majhars (tombs) besides the majhar of
Ghiyasuddin Auliya® However, graves of Hazarat
Kalu Dewan, Hazarat Shah Jalal, Hazarat Shan
Gudur, Hazarat Shan Moinuddin and Hazarat

Niyamatullah Shiraji are visible so far™. The tomb
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lying in front of the mosque of tile Dargah is the
grave of Hazarat Ghiyasuddin Auliya.
ji From the inscriptions written in Persian engraved
on the wall ofthe mosque it is ieamt that the mosque
was built by Lutf-Uliah Siiiraji, the Thanadar o f Hajo
in 1057A.H/1657 A.D. during the reign of Shahjaliaii
(1627-1658).~MBut actuallyhe rebuilt the old one.
Although he laid the foundation ofthe mosque he
could not complete it before his death while Abul
Ghazi Shujauddin Miilianimad was tlie ruler of Hajo.
‘The task of constructing tlie mosque \vas completed
by Lutfullah’s son and the Thanadar of Hajo Mir
Niyamatullal Shiraji in 1057 A.H."
In 1066 A.H/1665-66 A.D. emperor Aurangzeb
Alambir (1658-1707) accorded La-khiraj land to
I this mosque. Similarly, Abul Ghazi Shujauddin
Muhammad also sanctioned revenue free land to the
said mosque when he was the Subahdar of Bengal,
In a significant development, the Darrangiraja
Chandranarayan accorded land - gift to the Powa-
makka in 1643 A.D. with a request of his wife Rani
Bhabani.®
During the Ahom regime attentions were also
paid for the development of this sacred shrine. For
the smooth maintenance of the Dargah king Rudra
Singha (1696-1714), Laxmi Singha (1769-1880) and
Kamaleswar Singha (1796-1810) allotted nisf-khi]-aj
(half-revenue) lands to this shrine. However, after an
enquiry the lands were recognised as ‘pirpal’
revenue-free by Kamaleswar Singha in 1796 AD."®
On the otherhand it was settled by same king that
the Paiks and Fagqirs attached to this shrine would
enjoy the land as nisf-khiraj. In return they would
render services to the shrine as Khadem, Qurani,
Molla and Khansama or Randhani”®\ and the Paiks
and tlie Faqirs would get a portion ofthe donations
and offerings made by the visitors. Accordingl>, the
Kliadempala or the guild of Senator covers the tomb
of Ghiyasuddm Auhya with cloths called ‘gilap’, and
gives "taijharoo’ or sweeps the tomb; the Quraripala

or the guild of the Quran-reader reads the Quran

daily in the shrine; the Mollapala or the guild of
priest slaughters the animals which are brought to
the shrine by the visitors; tlie Randhanipala or the
guild of cook cooks shirini or sweet or to say food
with the rice, meal and others which are offered by
the visitors.™ This was followed and after 1826 the
Britisheers also maintained this system so far till 1918
A.D. Butsince then anomalies and misappropriations
of fund arouse in the Dargah and in the wake of
prayer of the local public tlic court compelled to
intervene and the Judge ol'Assam Valley dismissed
the existing Khadem and prepared a scheme for the
management oftlie DargaP\ On the other hand, in
1961 according to the provisions oftlie Religious Act
the Government requestal all properties ofthe Dargah,
and has been allotting an annual aid of Rs. 814.44
only. From 1976 the managing committee of Daigah
elected by the common paiks has been maintaining
the Dargah with the instmctions of the District Judge
ofKamrup.®

There are traditions among die common people
about the Powa-Makka Dargah, which is also called
as the ‘Uchcha Parbat (higli liill). The Kachan people
living in the villages near the foot of the high hill
strongly believe that this hill is the abode of a
Musalman Gosain or saint. As amark ofreverence
to the holy saint they make offering of milk on a
rock in the name of the said Gosain. Further they
firmly believe that the holy spirit o f Gosain still moves
about on the hill. Some of them even say that they
have seen the vision ofthe spirit on certain occasions.
According to them they very often witness some
warm and cooked food neatly placed on the rocks,
although there exists no human being at all around
the placeM

On the otherhand, the Buddhist people
particularly the Bhutiyas called the saint as the
‘Mahamuni’ (The Great Sage Buddhadeva), and
believe that he is still residmg on the top of the hill.
So they pay visit every year during the winter season.

Thus, the Powa-Makka is not only a place for



the Muslims alone but for all. All sorts of people visit
this shrine at any time through out the whole year
However the month of Magh (January & February)
is the special occasion for such visit. During this
period an atmosphere of festival is appeared there
which lasts for a month. The ‘Urs’ or the death-
anniversary is held in the Maghi-Pumima (Full
Moonlit) night which is called ‘Urs-i-Akbari’, the
great festival. On this auspicious occasion a large
number of devotees and non-devotees gather there.

It is believed tliat people’s intention is fulfilled
here ifprayed with regards. Both Hindus and Muslims
tied up rope or thread on the nearby trees or posts
with various intentions, hopes and aspirations after
having prayed in the tomb of Hazarat Ghiyasuddin
Auiiya.™ More significantly the Hindus also encandle
candles on the Majhar (grave) of the saint on the
night of full Moon (Pumima) in the month of Jeth
(May) in order to offer their reverence and regards.

O
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THE HUBBLE SPACE TELESCOPE

Oleg Pratim Bardoloi

large in size and good in quality, a ground based optical telescope may be, it cant
I_t)/\eaavoid the de~p~dation ofimages caused by atmospheric turbulence. An orbiting

telescope being free from the effects of atmosphere can produce sharper images
tiien its ground based counterparts. But to make significant gains in angular
resolution over the existing ground based telescopes, the space telescope must be
large with hifji quality optical components made and aligned with great precision. All
these requirements make the launching of a large space telescope a high cost
adventure. But NASA formally decided to undertake the program in 1976, after

Hudde Space Telescope

years of deliberations on the feasibility of the
programme. In 1983, NASA decided to name the
satellite as Edwin P. Hubble Space Telescope and
finally adopted the shonened name Hubble Space
Telescope orHST

The planned launch ofthe HST in 1986 had
to be postponed due to the disaster that took
place in the loss of the space shuttle challenger.
The payload was finally launched in April, 1990.
The HST carries on board the 1/24 telescope with
a 2.4 m primary and 0.3 m secondary mirror.
There are five scientific instruments on board the
HST, each located behind the primary mirror in an
instrument module, lliese five instruments are
described in a nutshell.

The wide Field/Planetary Camera (WF/PC)
can survey selected areas for very faint objects
and can also image smaller areas at increased
angular resolution. The camera works with four
sets of 800>"800 CCDs, is capable of detecting
objects over a magnitude range 9-28 and has
wavelength sensitivity in the 115 nm to 1 mm
(micrometer) range. It is equipped with a variety
of filters, gratings and polarizers, which make it
suitable for a wide range of observations.



The Faint Object Spectrograph (FOS) will
perform low resolution spectroscopy,
spectropalarimetry and tiine resolved
spectroscopy. The limiting magnitude of FOS
varies with wavelength and spectral resolution. It
can attain 21st magnitude at moderate resolution
and 25th magnitude at low resolution with a 3000
second exposure.

The High Resolution Spectrograph (HRS) is
meant to perform spectral investigations with a
resolution ofvery high order at wavelengtlis
between 110 and 320 nm. The limiting magnitude
range is from 11 to 17 for a 2000 second
integration time, depending on wavelengtli,
resolution mode and exposure time.

In order to study tlie brightness fluctuations
over a wide spectral range, a High Speed
Photometer (HSP) has been placed in the system.
The instrument is so powerful that it can resolve
events only a few microseconds apart. Such
resolution is unthinkable by any system on the
ground because ofthe atmospheric turbulcnce.
The detectors are essentially high efficiency
photomultipliers covering a spectral range of 120
nm to 800 nm.

The fifth and the last instrument is tlie Faint
Object Camera (FOC) which is a contribution of
the European Space Agency. This instrument is
specially designed to study very faint objects at
high angular resolution. The two separate camera
systems attached to the FOC operate
at f'96 and 1748 producing angular resolution of
0.022 and 0.044 arc-seconds respectively. The
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instrument is provided with a variety of filters,
polarizers and other accessories, together with an
occulting coronagraph and a long slit
spectrograph.

Since itis launching in 1990, HST has been
peering through different regions of the Universe,
both far and near and acquiring thousand of
superb quality images and sending them to die
earth. When these images are properiy analysed
and interpreted, astronomers are likely to acquire
the picture ofa new Universe, a Universe more
mysterious and sophisticated then was previously
conceived of The HST will continue to work
through this country and beyond, in die 21st
centuiy, keeping the zeal and hope of the present
and future generation ofastronomers. The efficient
functioning of the mission will be kept going by
sending repeated servicing missions as was done
in December, 1993 to obviate the effects of
spherical aberration. More servicing missions are
in progress. In 1997, an advanced spectrograph
and a near infrared camera will be installed and in
1999, a third servicing mission will restore the
space craft orbit. With repeated servicing and
installation ofnewer and more improved
instruments, HST will continue to make unique
and important astronomical discoveries in the early
decades of the 21st century. No ground based
telescope, however large and well equipped with
allied instruments, can match the Hubble space
Telescope in terms of wavelength coverage and
image quality. O

#  Writer is a student of TDCfirst year, Deptt. of
Physics
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Beyad the Honzon

Ritashree Sonowal

His urge for the smell ofthe freshness of his village paddy fields, the momijig dew, the
'sewali’ flower kills him amidst the dirty store-room of his own house, where to invite
slumber he neecs to count seconds and hours. ITie world beyond this room is darkness
for him and the only location he prefers is the ‘bokul’ tree in his backyard where he
could speak to hLnselfwithout any hesitation. He still remembers the day he planted this
tree, his first day of marriage with Janaki, his wife, as a symbol ofpromise, of lifetime.
But now he remains speechless to whom he wants to talk all his heart, wants to laugh
till his lungs expand, till he is dead. The least he does is capture every word in black
and white shades, realising that colour is no more in his life, not even Janaki. Now he
could only sense the four walls of the room., literally
unbreakable, may be it was his own mistake to settle in
the urban, for a bet or future, where he belongs only
to his bed, his aluminium tixink, a present from his
mother-in-law on the ceremonial day. the dead
canvas and the wooden easel, these once
proved to be his luck, his profession as well
as his passion. How aappy they were! He,
Janaki and their firstbom. Neelakhya. He
named him thus, because he truly
possessed the blue oceinic eyes, where
he could visualize his own dreams.
Tliey v/ere his inspiration. He still
remembers how Janaki used to be
mad on Neel, when he escaped his
morning inilk, for hishomework and
how for every big and small reason
he used rohide behind his father’s
back, his hero and now he escaped
from his rssponsibilities for this henx
'Fhe only visitors to his room is
his little grandson, Kamakhya. He
would feel pity for this innocent



creature locked within the four frames of the house,
no friends to play with, only a strong material life.
The only toy he played with is this old man lost in
his own weary world. But his grandson made him
ruminate his childhood, how he used to nan among
the shrubs and fields, the betel nut trees of his yard,
ripened guavas in the headman’s house, the steal
which they had plans to conspire. The land shrills of
his mother when she found him wrapped witli mud.
How he missed her voice! Being counterfeits in the
high school, was his regularjustice to the canvas he
designed with all the seven colours of the rainbow,
painting his emotion, his life, what mattered then was
only colours...

He is always glad to look at the metallic prizes
and medals he had achieved, covered with rust and
worn outto death. Butwhat glazed always was his
pride. We recalls the day when he was declared the
best painter of the University’s “Youth Festival’.
Colour became his life and how gradually his
emotions got mixed with his passions, that he could
not opt for any other career inspite of being a bright
student academically. A popular character among the
thousands like him, he could create life with his
fmgeres, could fill up everything with colours. The
hue always directed to the canvas. And it was these
colours which gave him Janaki, tlie best singer ofthe
Fest, reflected his soul, enabled to fall in love instantly.
Her notes blended witli the colours ofhis existence.
She was beautifril, beautifril like his colours, like his
curves. She bccame his inspiration, more than Picasso
and Michaelangelo could be. And these notes ended
up with their courtly knot. And then his journey
started... the wild rush in his career, University
scholarships, calls from art galleries, his own
exhibition, his new house, new success, where he
survived with his beloved and the Bokul tree. He
counted each day, his paintings used to sell in
thousands and at exhibitions sponsored all over the
country. It was amidst these, Janaki conceived Lata,
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the star of his life. Her smile gave him a boost, a
reincarnation to his colours, blue with green, red
with yellow, all a golden hue. Oh where is Lata? His
soul seached for her... It is almost a year she had not
visited him, after the battle she had fought with Neel
for his survival, since then she didn’t turn back. And
it is almost three years of Janaki’s death and he is
still struggling for breath.

Wish he could travel alone... travel to the distant
miles she resided but his aged bones would not allow
him. His ears ring up with the songs sung by his
beloved to make their children doze off. How
melodious she was! That enabled him to have his
state dinner and close his eyes to dream of Janaki
and long lost happiness. He had not heard Neel and
his wife fight for him since days, may be they are not
athome, K-amakhya leftall alone with the govemess.
Should he go and try the phone to Lata! If they be
at home, he would never be able to, he know. He
wanted to see her, she resembled Janaki, the same
smile as her mother and his dimples. She is beautiful
too and very happy with Mahesh, he is sure, her
colleague in the hospital and her better half

But he does not want to see light anymore, does
not want to go out of the self-built dark room. He
fears the darkness, he fears the ‘bokul’ tree, he fears
himself He was left all alone, partly he had to and
partly he was. We closcs the door of the darkness,
where light entered through a hole in his window. He
walks down to the easel and sets his canvas till he
is convinced that he could no more draw curves,
turning out to be a colourblind. Slowly the sun sets
down, the beam no more... Darkness all over his
room, no more success, no happiness, no colours,
no Janaki, no life... complaining the authority and
Janaki... why did they leave him all alone between
survival and death? The identification of Mr. Mrinal
Barua completely diminishing. O

0 Writer is a student of TDC Final year,
Deptt. of English
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The Obsolete

Snigdhendu Das

Guwahati is a beautiful city. V/ith lots of park in it. But 1sit in this park almost
everyday, the reason is simple- Free Entry! Wlien all my old companions sit in the
benches ofthis part and talk -m

What if he was the president...

W liat if China occupies Assam...

Or if he would have married Madliuri!

I don’tjoin them, | have ;>omething else to do :

Day Dream!

Most people remember God only when they have closed, difficult optionsJust like
that | write diary when there is a change in emotion, not daily.

People say that, when a nan tums old, he actually becomes a child. | don’t
regret as 1am old, because I’m still a boy at heart. | sit in the bench, open my life’s
pages at random and...

Several years back when | was young at age too, | was studying economics in a
beautiful college of this city. A.nd before | could graduate, 1 got ajob. Way back
then, getting ajob was lot easier. But my job gave me an additional surprise.
Because | got thejob on my birthday. It was perhaps God’s biithday gift to me; the
endless number of
incense sticks
burnt, tlie coconuts
offered by mom...

ljoined the fire
service as a
fu'eman. Believe
me, It was an
excellentjob. With
the people of my
city, | too prayed
to Lord Brahma, to
keep the houses
and shops safe
from Fire.

No midnight
calls to firefigtit!

But still if lord
Brahma miss(?d
somehow,




sometimes, me and my team was always on time,
to save the building or at least, half save!

People called me non-humourous, 9to 5
regular, spectacled man. But | got something to
joke about soon: | got married.

Marriage was not like today’s :

The boy and girl goes out, they like each
other and then they marry or sometimes not.

In ourtimes:

Before seeing each other, people got married
and then they went out, then they may like each
other or sometimes not!

I was married to Nandita, and | joked : the
Fireman got fire in his house) My friends advice
me- ‘Marry a girl who is one step less educated
dien you.’

Nandita was a graduate and very very pretty.
And the magic just happened, we fell in love,
(don’t laugh, in my time, sometimes people fell in
love after marriage!) As the days passed by, the
tilings started to change, everything wasn’t
perfect, still 1 decided to keep silent, 1wanted
peace. When there was misunderstandings in my
house, quarrels with parents, I was ajust silent
spectator.

The old man and their outdated life-style. We
just clashed every time we tried to be modern.
Modemization of our lives was pain in their eyes.
This had to stop. After all, we were grown-ups
and we wanted liberty. | did not study and grow
this big, getjob, get married and then to have a
listof‘DO NOTs’.

Days moved on, 2 years later, we had a son.
A cute healthy son. I was the happiest fatlier on
earth. | started to fill my house with all kinds of
toys | could :useful, non useful, big, small, plastic
or metal whatever...

Ail was fme, but problem arose, when my
father wanted to name my son, Narendra.
Nandita felt the name was old-fashioned. She told
me many a tales, when she was being laughed out
because of her old kind of name. We decided to
name him Jay. Now that was a modem, sweet
and short name.
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And we decided something else too, it was
difficult though. I felt a little bad. But to give my
son proper atmosphere at home it was necessary.
And my fire-woman was adamant:to move my
parents out.

Wi ith hesitations, we broke the news to them.

We wanted my parents to moved to an old
age home. They resisted. But nobody can resist a
fire-woman. She sent them away in a weeks time.

(Woman’s words are mightier than the pen!)

W hile leaving the home, something rare
happened : my father cried (Drama! Mrs.
Firewoman told me). After they had left, our
home was never at this peace. We enjoyed it.
Our family became perfect, like the happy family
they show in the movies. At work, | used to be
the centre ofjokes. They said 1behaved oddly.
Not really. ljust happened to keep a lots of
God’s idols and photos on the dash board of the
fire-engines. Once one of my senior officer told
me to remove them, | told him serious things,
what would happen if he offended the Gods, but
it seemed funny to everyone. Since then...

But athome, 1was a handsome husband and
a perfect father, | watched Jay’s every step
closely. I watched him, when he slept at night.
Usually mom loves his boy. But | loved him more
than her, more than anyone else could. 1
answered his every silly question with love and
care. As he grew up, | provided him with all the
best facilities | could afford. | was a proud father.
Life was at its best...

Some years rolled by. But like Wordsworth
said it- 'A happy mood brings sad thoughts to the
mind.' The melody of my near perfect life was
interrupted by a tragedy. | have got many
promotions, nobody stops me from putting idols
of Gods in the fire engines. Ms. Firewoman lost
her fire and turned to just Nandita. And jay
tumed Twenty. He got a Scholarship to Study in
Stanford University.

How can | send him to other end of the
world, because he was my world! But nobody
looses a golden opportunity and ljust had to let
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him go. However, 1made him promise with all
tlie names of Gods | could remember that he will
be in touch and contact me at least once a week.

That night, the white colour<id monster flyirig
in the sky took my son away. We cried. | and
Nandita were crying out loud.

I had a personal belief, since | believed ir
God, God balances my life. "When just some days
were left for my retirement and | was worryirig
how to continue my rounds to foreign exchange
for Jay, he called me one day. He told me thiat he
was doing a part time job and I need not send
anymore money. There was a four years old
calendar in my house (without Jay itwasn’t home
anymore). I never changed the calendar. The
reason : 1 was doing a countdown on the
backside of the calendar. The night Jay left me at
the Airport, 1 wrote the numbers from 1tC 1461.

Countdown day 1460 ; Jay left me today.
Crying meant drama for Nandita. But tonight we
cried a lot...

Countdown day 963 :Joy joined a ptirttime
job, he doesn’t needs money to be sent.

Countdown day 781 : lretired from myjob.
My colleagues bade me farewell. And guess
what? They gifted me a package ftill of Hindu
deities and devotional music CDs.

Countdown day 632 : My fire-wom;in left
me, she moved to the other world. Jay coulndn’t
come. He told me he had something called
‘Sems’.

At countdown zero he comes, he however
returned to me one month later. My e>es were
glazing with tears. His eyes had ‘Hi, papa’ kind
of formal look. I surely wasn’t waiting for this
day. 1wanted to speak with him so many things.
I had so many things to ask him. But he told me
that he had something to ‘discuss’ something
important (now what does discuss means!).

I left him to rest, as he was jet-1dgged. At
night it wasn’t a 'Falferrrﬂrghscbarsm
after OMay days' 1dnds of emotional story, it
was just Aconversation.

:How are you dad?

;1 missed you Jay.

: 1’ve got ajob dad. | need to move to
Noida and I’'m getting married next month.

:What? How? Who?

: Relax dad! There’s no explosion here. She’s
Anusuya from Kolkata. We met online.

:You didn’t feel the need to tell me? And
where’s this online?

; You wont understand. Its being on the
internet

:Intemet! You arc marrying through
computers?

; Told you, dad. Yftu won't understand.

Silence!

Silence!

:Dad diere’s sometliing else... actually uh.
You know deuta... all...

(liesitations! 1 knew something was wrong.)

:land Anusuya would be moving to Noida.
We will settle there. If we could sell this house. It
will fetch amount. We will get enough to buy a 2
BHK flat out there...

It was a day of shock for me. | couldn’t
stand anymore...

: Dad, can we sell? You will uh... stay at
Shanchibir. That's not at all like other old age
homes. Its very homely there and you will met a
lot of people of your age.

I couldn’t said no, but I didn’t. All that | was
left with was him. | never leftany ofhis wish
unfulfilled. 1 sold my house, because withoutjay,
it’ll never be home again. 1 moved to Satinbr.

So, when all the old man sit is this park and
gossip; I don’tjoin, | daydream about my old
days. The days before’day zero. | have a
beautiftil dream. Someday | will wake up seeing
my son’s face. | am waiting for a call actually, A
call from Jay.

Someday he will call me and say, ‘Dad, how
could I do this to you? Pack your bag. | am
coming to take you home.'

| know someday he will call... O

0 Whter is adLoht of

TOCHfid year, Dyt of Baary



Beating Light

Sailen Patel

It was the third week of the summer holidays and having passed the first two in
glorious idleness, | was beginning to woiry about the extremely complicated project
set by our Physics teacher, “Vector’ as he was known to the students ‘Visualise and
design the transportation system of the future keeping in mind the current trend of the
automobile industry.'

I sometimes find it impossible to understand why we need better cars (except for
the sadistic reason of ruining the holidays of the students by bombarding them with
such projects). As we have progressed into the sixth decade of the 20th century, we
have in our arsenal extremely luxurious cars with unmatched safety, which arc
completely computer controlled, can also fly and travel at an average speed about
3000 kmph. These cars can change their shape and sizes to suit the needs of the
road and the traffic. They can as easily trudge along the rain forests of the Amazon,
as on a deserted champs Elysees. There are extraordinary vehicles which can run on
deserts mountain peaks, poles and even the surface of the moon which by the way
we have colonialised. And of course all these are completely eco-friendly as they
exclusively run on hydrogen with water as the sole by product. But is there any
satisfying of human want!

As | lay pondering over all this, | received a videocall from my great uncle Sid,
who announced that
he would be coming
to our home the next
evening and would
stay with us for the
rest ofthe summer.
My heart gave a giant
leap. Uncle Siddharth
or Sid as he was
called by everyone,
right from his grand
parents to his two
year old grand
daughter, was a world
famous astrophysicist
and nuclear scientist
who was awarded the

STORY
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Slobel Prize for solving one of the greatest
problems in Physics. Surely, he would be able to
rescue me from this Physics mess.

e

Sid duly arrived the next evening and |
eeceived him in our modestdrawing room. He
was a tall, thin, balding man in his late fifties witli
keen dark eyes and a handsome olive skinned
face; aman ofpleasant manners but with very
little patience for long introductions. So after
exchanging a few customary greetings, | set about
explaining my niggling worry.

To my disappointment, he seemed to be
disinterested, even bored at with my project.
When | had finished speaking he replied
dejectedly, ‘Sorry Krish can’t help you on this
you have to sort out your Vector yourself.’
‘Vector!’, | ejaculated, 'How on the earth did you
know the teacher’s other name is vector.'

‘My dear fiiend’, Sid replied chortling, '99
percent teachers who teach in the college are
known by the most frequently occurring word in
their subject. As this teacher teaches you
mechanics, so vector qualifies for the distinction.’

‘Yeah, you are of course right, but why can’t
you help me; this wouldn’t even be cheating.
‘Vector’permitted us to take help from anyone
worth taking.’

‘I didn’t accuse you of clieating laddie’, Sid
replied crisply, ‘Itsjust than I don’t like the tone
ofyour project.'

‘What do you mean’, | yelled losing m}'
temper, ‘Honestly you are a world famous
scientist, you aren’t interested in future cars, then
tell me, who is?’

‘Calm down my young friend.’

Sid told me patiently as he stroked my hair
to pacify me.

'What does your project say? It tells you to
design future cars, keeping in mind the present.

W hat obsurcity! Listen my friend, in that way you
may be able to improvise on the existing system,
but you won't be able to do something different.
You can’t change the system!”He fmisheci

triumphantly.

‘What are you trying to mean?’ | asked
confused.

‘Let me put it this way. Every new scientific
theory is radically different from its predecessor.
The Copemican heliocentric model is a departure
from the geo-centric model of Aristotle.’

‘I getyou.’ I exclaimed as I jumped offmy
seat. “You mean that instead ofbuilding cars, we
should make something different search for
wormholes perhaps.’

A

‘Yes and no, you have got my point. But [
was pointing to a different direction for the future.
Take the case of computer memories. When
silicon chip was first introduced in the 19707, it
resulted in the first desktop. Also, the memories
ofthe storage devices went up dramatically from
the 5 MB hard disk of the first PC to the 10
trillion terabyte hard disk ofthe late 2020’s PCs.
However, even that memory space became too
little in course of time as the usage ofthe
computer increased. Now, in the mid 2030’ a
radical departure from the previous thought came.
Using nano technology, a group of Cambridge
research scholars invented a new type ofmemory
whose storage capacity was unlimited its size was
only 10 nanometer. That’s one ofthe reasons why
we have reached this point of technological
advancement today.

Now we don’t differentiate between electrical
gadgets on the basis of their memories. In that
regard, they are all the same, from an ordinary
super phone to the super hi-tech computers.’

‘How does this unlimited data storage
concept relate to the future transport system.’ |
asked keenly.

‘Ah, now we are finally reaching our point.
You know | unified quantum mechanics with, the
theory ofrelativity 10 years ago to finally produce
the Ground Unified Theory (GUT). This theory
unifies all natural forces into one single



fundamental force. Now there’s just this force
unlike the four fundamental forces as thought in
the beginning of this century.

Every person on this planet expected
something wonderful to happen after that
unification. But sadly, these rosy dreams have
remained dreams to this day, why? Because of
our failure to realise our potential. We have all
our theories. We only need to apply them.

I have been thinking about travelling with
infinite velocity for the last six years. During one
ofmy experiments, | realised that we can apply
GUT to solve one ofthe greatest mysteries of
nature!”

‘What what’s that?’ | asked, my excitement
was growing every second.

Sid lowered his voice to soft whisper, ‘My
friend, | believe we have the potential to break
the greatest barrier in human progress posed by
nature. | fully believe my fnend, that we can beat
iigjit!'

‘But that impossible’, | said.

‘Because as our velocity increases our mass
also increases. So as our velocity tends to the
velocity of light, our mass tends to infmity. E =
mcl That’s why we can’t beat light.’

‘You are both right and wrong.’ Sid
screamed, ‘Einstiens equation is conect, no doubt
about it but it is theoretically possible to travel
faster than light, but impossible for a body having
mass to travel exactly at the speed of light. Once
you beat light, GUT shows that the least
acceleration would then send us travelling at
infinite velocity to our destination, where we will
reach at exactly the same time we started our
journey.’

‘But how would we come to a stop in our
destination and what’s the process of getting
ourselves massless.’

‘The first part of your question has a very
simple answer. Since the least accleration makes
us travel at an infinite velocity, so the least
retardation makes us stop immediately in our
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destination which is course prefixed.

Now, the second part is a bit complicated.
I’ve been experimenting with various ideas, but
nothing concrete’s come out.

Again, these aren’tjobs where you can trust
assistants, it is too risky. | shudder to think the
state of world affairs, if this technology ever
reached the wrong hands. But now in you | seem
to find a willing student of science whom 1 can
trust completely. So Krish, we will join hands and
beat light together, won’t we!’He finished
hopefully.

‘Of course’, I replied enthusiastically, ‘I knew
it,” he said, his voice too filled with enthusiasm.

‘To become massless, we need to change
ourselves into energy. For that, using my GUT, |
have invented this.” He took outtwo cubes, one
red and the other blue, each ofwhich had a
black switch on it. He placed the red cube at
side table adjacent to us and pressed the switch.
It projected a beam of light which fell on the
floor to make a red circle. Then he placed the
blue cube on the farside table and activated it
too. It made a blue circle on the floor. Then he
briefly explained their working formula to me. |
could not help wondering at his genius.

At last he said, ‘Though it has worked
reasonably well witli non-living matten It hadn’t
worked yet for living matter. The guineapig on
which the experiment was carried out was
successfully sent from the dispatch centre’, he
motioned to the red circle with a 3 feet radius on
the floor. But it was found dead at the receiving
centre (the blue circle with an equal radius).

‘Ok, then lets begin working and check for
loopholes in the instrument.’ | said.

‘Right you are my young friend.” Sid
murmured excitedly and we began our work.

We worked day and night for 10 days. We
built new machines, improvised the one which we
had just buih but nothing worked. | was just
running out of patience. Sid told me to
concentrate, as one brain wasn’t enough to make



130/Cottonian

the mission successful. However | found my
concentration levels dipping each passing day. |
was extremely worried about my Physics project
too as | had done nothing whatsoever about d I
tried my best not to think of ‘Vectors’reaction
when he found out that my project wasn’t e\ en
started. | had not voiced these fears to Sid as he
might have considered them childish. But new, |
felt 1could not concentrate if | had that worry in
my brain. So, I told it all to Sid.

Releasing, the gravity of my situation, Sid
promised to talk to the teacher and sort it out.
‘Surely a little coaxing frora a Noble prize winner
would manage matters', he said with a wink.

I felt immensely grateliil to him and voiced
my thanks. | felt as if a gieat burden was offmy
shoulder.

Now, 1could focus completely on tlie job in
hand.

On the eleventh night, we saw flick(jring of
hope. The gJngV\Srufound ceedatthe
receiving centre but it died an instant later.

‘Now, now’, I whistled'in joy, we are getting
there, it’s happened.

But Sid wasn’t over reacting to this success.
He only said that thejob wasn’t over yet.

Injust three days we improvised a great deal
on the instrument, and finally on the last afternoon
of the holidays. Sid declared the machine ready
for human use. We had by then transported
dozens of guineapig!j from one end to the other,
which were as good as ever after the journey.
Then we had worked on dogs and cats too and

the results were perfect.

So, we reached the final point of our
experiment. We were to transport a human at
infinite velocity. Now the question was either Sid
OFme. Aftera long argument, \ABsettled for a
toss and | won. So | was destined to be the first
person to beat light!

But was the journey safe? We had our
doubts, but I didn’t care. Sid tried to compromise
with me. ‘Il am an old man and won't live much
longer anyway so please let it be me.” However |
told him to be a gentleman and adhere to the
decision of the toss. At last he yielded.

* H .

I took a long breath and stepped into the
dispatch centre. I motioned to Sid to start the
machine. He very unwillingly started punching the
start up buttons which would activate the
machine. | noticed that his knuckles were white.
As for myself, | tried my best not to compare this
circle to the scaffolds foot. I heard a click.
Looking back, I realised that I was standmg not
inside the red circle but the blue circle. 1had
beaten light!

Sid came running and we lightly embraced
each other. Both of us had tears in our eyes. We
had done it.

‘But the real job stars now, Krish', Sid said,
his voice shaking with emotion. *‘We’ve to
absolutely make sure that this boon of science
always remains a boon.’

“You are of course right’, Jsigned off O

#  Writer is a student of HS Firstyear (Science)
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A Lingering Regret

Jyotirmoi Borah

I am travelling to you God

After a span of merciless acts,

May father, You forgive me,

My Angles, say death, that | forsee.

Years and years | experienced men,
Experiencing beauty and also cruelty.
From even ‘men’ can be expected.
But from a child of own, can it be?
Nourished day by day, he grew up
Witli us and you thee,

For I could not think,

He could disturb my soul.

Yes God, these are my fruits

The seeds, 1soured,

Crushing aspirations of many
Eradicating happiness and

Abating men possessing virtues.

Lord my life, turned to a muck

For I could not think, he yes he,
Could kill me, my soul

A regret that would always linger about
While 1travel to you ‘0 * great Lord
Forgive me and honour me a soul

So pure, so protected and so much
that ‘he’ can be loved to seek you.n

0 Poet is a student of
HS First year (Science)

Ultimatum
Swapnalika Bhuyan

Hail, thunder, dust

And the spirit’s yearning cry
Stranded two rivers, | and infinity
The rivers meet and separate
Roar and calm, still move on

In my heart continues

The relentless, deafening storm
And | know, if this is pain

This is life.

The remnants of a bruised pride

A shattered trust

Fragments of a bleeding heart to nurse
And somewhere in their shadow
Those eyes- doomed forever

In them | find no answer

Only surrender, a prayer

And old time gives me the slip

The rivers close in

Buoy me up to the horizon

Only to ferry me back-

Back to hail thunder, dust...

The rivers still meet and separate
The currents stronger than ever
But | let them be

Life they say goes on...Q

0 Poet is a student of HS Final year
(Science)
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What Lies [Beneath

Soma Chakraborty

The hundred billion rays

Coming out from the new boni star
Never show what lies beneath

The brightness of wonders afar

The gloomy horizon, in golden and red, glow
With some splashes of silver v/nite,
W hile an unusual cold breeze blow
In the mystical silence ofthe night

Heavenly wanderers roam around
And travel, out measuring distance and time

W hile, the mysterious creatures on earth, spellbound.

Sing in chorus to produce an unknown chime.

Miles over miles the deep evergreen spread
and weeds make their way tlirough

Fontain ofdiamonds sparkle ahead

To give an illusion of the untrue.

The ever asleep universe revolve in a rhythm
Ofsome music unknown, in a myth,

The mirror ofthe sleeping river

Never reflects, what lies beneath. O

# Poetis a student of TDC First year,
Deptt. of English

A Dream

Hirok Nayan Bhuyan

Between the clouds, beneath the trees
Under the ocean or among the kids
lhave seen you somewhere

But 1 don’t know where.

I think ofyou day and night

As my heart flies like a kite
Searching for you in the deserts

And over the hills and mountains

But I don’t know where you are.
lwant you in my life

To cut down the miseries like a knife.
But without any pain

How can | think of a gain?

I can’t let my dream go in vain;

A dream to get you someday

And | shall work hard for you everyday
Until | get you.

You are my aim in life

Which is in my heart;

An aim to be a successful human,

An aim to have a greener and
Peaceful world,

And thus | have a dream to get you. O

0 Poetis a student of
HS Firstyear (Sc.)
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Kabadee (Boy's) Winner team - SNBC Hostel
- Runner up--RKB Hostel
(Girl*) Winncrteam- NBD Hostel
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Secretary, M inor G am es Section

| still remember my first day in Cotton College, and 1can’t forget the jouncy which

transpired, that has changes my life for good. I would like to take opportunity to thank and
congratulate all my hostel mates and ever)' supporters, voters and well wishers ofmine for
making my victory a reality. Truly, it has been a greatjourney and the victory. But I must
admitthat I was entrusted w'ith avery big responsililiy and I have been ver>’fortunate to have
stood tall to my duty. I am ver>'ha:)py to have successfuly conducted the volleyball, basket-

SiyAMH g/~ Tfoirrr
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ball and badminton matches during the annual college week 2009-2010.
'I'ncnames ofthe winning teams & indivisual are hereby:
Basketball (boys)

Champion- SNBC hostel
Runnerup-M NDP hostel
Volleyball (boys)
Champion— SNBC hostel
Runnerup— SMH hostel
Volieyboll (Girls)
Champion— SKL hostel
Runnerup— NBD hostel
Badminton

Boys;

Champion-Abhishck Phukan
Runnerup- Bornil Jonak Phukan
Girls:

Champion- Enajori Medhi

My heartiest congratulations to all the winners and also to all the participants for their

high level competition.

LONG LIVECOTTON COLLEGE.
Amlan Dutta

Secretary, Boys”Common Room Section

Al the very outset, | render my sincerc thanks to my Prof,-In-Charge Dilip Gogoi, my
bellow SNBCians and to my dear cottonians for their support all through out my tenure. To
be the BCR secretary of Cotton College was a great honour for me. It was also a learning
experience. But it is a shame that only few Cottonians participated in the College Week and
this is a very excruciating scenario for an exemplary institution like Cotton College. How-
ever, the few handful Cottonians succeeded in illuminating the Cotton College by winning
some prizes.

The result of the aforesaid competitions are as follows—
1. Table Tennis
Single: Elsayeed Hussain
Doubles : Amlan Dutta, Arpan Kumar Deori
2. Carom
Single; Arif Md. Hussain
Doubles:Arif Md. Hussain. Dhiraj Sharma
3. Chess : Kamal Dcka

Long Live Cottonians ! Long live Cotton College.
Manash Jyoti Deka



Secretary, Swim ming, Rowing and Gymmnasium

At the ver>' outset, | solemnly thank all the Cottonians and especially to all the hostel
boardersof ARB and SRB h('stel for electing me as the secretar>" of Swimming, Rowing and
Gymnasium Section for the year 2009-2010.1also convey my hcartfiil gratitude to my Prof-
In-Change Dr. Manoranjan Borgohain, physical instructor ofour college, Kulen Das. At last
but not least, | offer my thanks to some ex-Cottonians, all my elder brothers of KKH Hostel
and all my class mates of Higher Secondary second year. It “vas great honour being a partol’
thcCCUS for running evenis related to my section and | will never forget my experience
during the session.

List of winners in various competitions under my section
held during College Week :

Power lifting

Weight Category- 65 kg and above

P’- Ghanashyam Doley

2™ - Solomon Luphengj

3 ~ Nabajit Rabha

Body Show

A. Weight Category - 60 to 70 kg

1* - Bhaskar Pathak

- Budda Deka Ban ah.

B. Weight Category - 50 to 59 kg

I* - Nabajit Rabha

2™~ - Shyam Prasad

MR. COTTON- E™haskar Pathak

Boys Arm Wrestling

A. Category - 45 to 55 kg

1" - Bodan Hazarika

A Nilutpal Mahanta

37" - Hi'idoy Rabha

B. Category - 55 to 64 kg

P’- Chandan Rajkhowa

2“? - Guatam Borah

3"~ Dharani Nath

C. Category - 65 kg & above

Ariup Gogoi

2'"®- Bhisma Doley

3'*- Raja Baishya

Champion of the Champion : “nupam Gogoi

Girls Arm Wrestling

A. Categor>' - 45 to 55 kg

™ Rajashree Kashyap

2"*- Subhadra Doley

37- Bhupali Rani Baishya

B. Category - Above f5 kg

P'- Rima Kashyap

2'*- S'.Ipishikha Shanna

IM - Leena Pegu

Champion of the champion : Rajshree Kashyap
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Boys Swimming
A. Free style (100 meters)
- Nayan Moni Bamah
2"~ - Sonnison Hansei
3" - Himalay Boro
B. Free style (50 meters)
_ Nayan Moni Baruah
2 - Sonnison Hansei
S*- Himalay Boro
C. Bacii stroke (100 meters)
P'- Nayan Moni Baruah
2*%- Sonnison Hansei
3" - Himalay Boro
D. Breast stroke (50 meters)
P'- Nayan Moni Baruah
2"N- Sonnison Hansei
3 -Aminul Islam
Girls Swimming
Free Breast stroke, Back stroke (100 meters)
P‘- Sumi Buragohain
2'"N - Riza Mahanta
3*- Sanyukta Kashyap
Best Swimmer: Nayan Moni Baruah

| wish that the sports scenario of Colton College wiil improve more and more as time
passes by.
Thanking you all.

Dhiram Kuli
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Secretary, Hocky Section

At the very outset | take this opportunity to feel myselfproud of being a Cottonian and
extend my gratitude to the stalwartsof learning whose sincere efforts lead to the begin-
ning of an academic era of excellence in this part of our century. And the saga still
confines!

Cotton College is a nourishing platform for the youths ofour region in academic as
well as in the sporting arena. In every academic year it constitutes a student body,
CCUS to look after the cultural and sporting events under respsctivc secretaries, as well
as for the over all development of the students. | was blessed to be the Secretary,
Hockey Section of CCUS for the session 2009-2010. That was one of the most thrilling
experiences on my part. My Prof.-in-Chargc was Dr. Shantanu Chakravarty. The Hokey
matches were scheduled to be played at the SAI field. The Knock out matches went
peacefully where MNDP and SRB hostels managed to took their place for the final
encounter. The final match went Goal less till the full time and force the teams to go for
the till breaker.

A pulsating fiick and the champions decided. The Young Guns deed that again. SRB
Hostel are the Hockey Champions, 2009-10. Well fought MNDP, the Runners Up, 2009-
10. Gyan Jyoti Pegu the Best Player.

Hearty congratulations to all the teams who participated with true sportsmanship
- ST nfIR




spirit to Sihow the presence of our National Game in the Annual Sporting event of our
Glorious College.

Last but not the least, | thank my Prof.-In-Charge, Shantanu Sir, our Gym Instruc-
tor/Sport In-Charge, Mr. Kulen Das, Director SAI for their valuable support and help
through out, my beloved SNBCian, as well as all the teaching and non-teaching staffs of

our college.

Chandan Borgohain

Secretary, Social Service Section

Firstand foremost, ] would like to thank the fatherof all and sundry for giving me their
opportunity to serve aln: a matter historic Cotton College as Social Service secretary. And |
would like to convey my heartful gratitude to all Cottonians and my hostel matesofNBD
hostel fortheir supportand co-operation throughout the session.

| would also like to thank my Prof-In-Change Dr. Nripendra Kumar Deka, who guided
me inaccomplishing my responsibilities.

The Best Clean Hostel (2009-10) was —
1)S.N.B.C.Hoste] (Boy’s)
2)S.K.L. Hostel (Girl’s)

Lastly, lwould aga; n like to salute the Almighty for providing me an opportunity to study
in Cotton College, which is amatter ofgreat pride for a child bom in the soil ofAssam. So,
lets take the pride in saving, 'Once a Cottonian always a Cottonian.’

LongLive Cotton College.
AnushuaSingha
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Gunjan Jyoti Bhuyan
2nd position

Abhisekh Barman
8th position

Photo not
found

Arts

Tapashi Bordoioi Tamasa Das
7th position 8th position
Spandan Jyoti Das Utpal Kalita
3rd position 4th position
Nibedita Baruah Palash Jyoti Borah
8th position 10th position

Supratim Endow
8th position

Namrata Das
6th position

Sural Jyoti Kakati
10th position



lahmuda Khannam
Chemistry

)slta Bhattacharjee
Botany

Preeti Nath
Geography

TOPPEKS

Jintu Dutta
History

Arts

Nirmali Kakati
Pol. Science

Science

Sanghamltra Baruah

Economics

Polymonl Das
Anthropology

Bijita Sarma
Physics

T.0.C. 2010

JInia Stkdar
Geology

Sahana Bhattacharjee
Statistics

Anindita Deka
Zoology



Satyajit Gogol
Best Actor

Enajori 1Vledhi
Badminton Champion

Eliyas Borgoyari
Best Player (Basketball)

WIINNERS

College Week
and
G.U. Youth Festival

Siddhartha Bhattacharyya
Best Debetor

Purnima Baruah
Gold iVledelist
Self composed poem recitation
G.U. Youth Fest.

Bhargab Saikia
Best Player (Cricket)

Jyotshna Rani
Best Actress

Anupam Gogoi
Arm Wrestling Champion

Jyotlsh Dutta
Champion Lawn Tennis
(Single)

Ritimoni Das
Best Singer

Ujjal Pratim Dutta
Best Player (Volleyball)

Jyotish Dutta
Bikash Pangging
Champion Lawn Tennis
(Double)



Momtinti to Chtrish

Scrutiny, NAAC The learning heart (MCB)

The plateform of discernment GJobaliy exquisite

We learn we do The mon'ient of questions



NO*Tr%afits - ChitiHithj

The new generation of Non-violence Amusing culture
N ~re

k.l.g«Is twsra

Showcasing the talent Best drama team
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m U |

Deiigates from Abroad We shall over come
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Cultural procession A post election scene

Through discipline we excel Here we go

Courage in our heart Spreading a word



