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SUDI\/IERSiON’S MESSAGE

In his message to the young Cottonians, Mr. Sudtcerson said> "ft
is a great happiness to me that | have been privileged to live to see the
hopes of years realised. The University of Assam enters into a goodly
heritage. The foundations were laid many years ago bv Sir Henry
Cotton in 1901. That College consisted of a single building containing
but two halls and floors for Its hostels. But the spirit of endeavour
was born and gave life* an” within a few years it challenged its
rightful place in the University of Calcutta, so that that great educationist
and scholar Sir Ashutosh Mufcherji declared it the best College in that

University-

“l would advise that tNe University should specialize in i!'s higher
course iti a very limited range of subjects and endeavour to seek
a widening reputation. | am glad to hear that the University is
determined to secure the best men within the Ilimit of its resources for
its professional staff irrespective of race or creed. In that way and
in that way only can the University achieve its purpose and establish
itself. To act otherwise would be to be false to its trust and to

degenerate into a self-complacent corporation.

“For the individual student | would urge‘Self-reVcrence, Self-
knowledge and Self-control’;and for the corporate bodies or the University,

’

‘Live by law.

“We of the past, out of the shadows with hope andconfidence,
salute the University of Assam."”



On the Historiography in Ancient India
with particular reference to Assam

Ethical justification has no place ia
dealing with an hisiorical subject—great
or snull, though there remains ever the
humanitarian standard in judging events,
the laborious task of « critical historian.
Logical inference to a philosophical future
in history has also very little to do with
the maxim that, ‘history is philosophy
teaching by example’ and this is more so

when it is difficult even to know the
past partially or wholly- It has aptly
been remarked that, ‘we are as it were,
actors in a drama, imperfectly acquain-

ted with the scenes which have been al-
ready acted, knowing less of the pur-
pose of the scenes which are in progress
and almost wholly ignorant of the final
development of the plot» This imper-
fection naturally arises not as much due
to the paucity of materials or conflict
in the historical sources themselves—both
records and remains as to the weakness
in the determining factor of psychology
in giving true interpretation to the most
genuine of materials. Besides, there is the
unseen play of a chance accident, giving
final shape to an historical movement
quite unlike from the one that was ex-
pected to be. AS, ‘an historical event can
be partially explained by many causes
but there may be some little thing with-
out which it could not have happened
and that Intle thing may come out of the
void, without any apparent justification
for its existence.’!

In the midst of these manifold diffi-
cult problems with which the historians
and the students of history come across,
history has remained as an eternal pro-
cess. It is concerned not merely with
the dead past bat it has also a correlation
with the living present and a hopeful

Prof. Protap Chandra Choudhury I. A.

future. We are one with Dr. Schaff Who
holds that, ‘the present is the fruit of
the past and the germ of the future?2
of human civilisation, no matter whether
any historical statement can be final or
not.3

It should be borne in mind again
that the subjective element id history is
more perplexing than the objective one
and the facts are less explicable than
the historians themselves to the same
extent as the philosophers are more diffi-
cult to understand than the theories of
creation. The so-called intention of a
writer of history in producing an histori-
cal work is ofteli seen to have resulted
in a dogmatic self-assertion or at best in
an historical probability having hardly
any element of the fine art of creating
an evolutionary work or a revolutionary
drama - history being both an evolution
and a revolution. The writers on the
philosophical side of history like Croce,*
are slow to reveal a great object in a
piece of historical art rather from an
impersonal tierspective. pre-occupied as they
arei than from the viewpoint of a sub-
jective self-seekirg or auto-imposition and
the object in view should neither be un-
due glorification nor uajust derogation—
both being merely a self-projection through
a positive or negative lens, which the
historians should always make it a point
to avoid. To discover the truth lying in
the mines of literary products, to make
an attempt at unbiased criticism as refer-
red to by Goethe and to give true inter-
pretation to the remains, constitute, in
general, a fine art to be learnt by the
writers.

Judged by this
of the ancient Greek

standard, the most
historians, among

1. John Buchan, The Causal and Casual in history, p. 17

2. Quoted in B. A. Hinsdale, How to sludy and teach History, p. 5

3. J. Winson, ‘Perils of historical narrative’ in the Atlantic Monthly VO0I66 (1890)
4. Benaditto Croce, Aesthetic, pp. 222-3in Ainslie’s translation.









others may be brought under the pervifw
of criticism. We are, however, concerned
here with the historical works of the
ancient Indian authors and it has almost
taken to be a truism to posit that the
ancient Hindus paid no attention to the
recording of ihe past or contemporary
events. This serious charge has been
levelled not so much against a lacfe of
the faculty of recording facts as against
the written historical works hemseives.
‘The Hindus do not pay much attention
to the historical order of things, they
are very careless in relating the chrono-
logical succession of things and iJ*hen
they are pressed for information and are
at a loss, not knowing what to say, they
invariably take to tale-tellingsAs stu-
dents of history we should -ever keep
this in mind that chronology is not tne
only test of a historical work. Dr. Fker’s
criticism of Ancient Indian literature is
more virile. The learned scholar states :
‘Rich as we have b'sen in their bequeths
to us in other lines, the Hindus have
not transmitted to U any historical work
which can be accepted as reliable, in
very early timesS.......... It is indeed very
questionable whether the ancient Hindus
ever possessed the Hue historical sense
in the shape of the faculty of putting
together genuine history on broad and
critical lines.”® We are not tue proper
authorities to question the merit,of the
scholastic researches made by this talen-
ted compiler oftheGupta inscriptions

in the field of Indian historybut it
seems to be dogmatic to assert that all
the Br&hmanic. the Budhist and Jain
literature together with the chronicles of
Assam are unauthentic though entire
mass of them do not always be&r his-
torical truth. Nor can we resouably doubt
as regards the historical sense possessed
by the ancient Hindus. Moreover, to put
historical events on broari and critical
lines is but a modern development. To
expect perfection in any branch of study
in any country at the very daw;ii of her
civilisation is the height of irrationalism.
Hence, it is extremely wunfair {bat the
entire mass of tiie varied historical works

5. Sachan, Alberuiii’s India Vol Il p. 10
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of the Hindus be brought under a criti-
cal review in strict acordance with a
modern standard.

To be precise, the whole range of
ancient Indian historical literature has been
set aside by most of the Anglo Indian
writers from the standpoint of ‘Book of
kings™ or the ‘Histories’ of Herodotus and
Thucydides, or the ‘Antals’ of Livy or the
‘Accounts’ of Ticitus. But these fathers
of history ss well could not escape from
the fundamental errors in chronology and
the one leading feature that is revealed
through a comparative critical study of
these works is that most of them aie
self-imposed attempts at partial deification ;
where as the treatment made by most of
the Indian authors wi*h due regard to
graphic details, couched in poetic expression
pregnant with socio-religicus thoughts —
the very basis of Indian civilisation, besides
others-is mostly impersonal Herodotus
among others was vocal in exto.ling only
the Hellenic civilisation. As remarked by
Prof. Bury, he wished to impress upon
the reader’s mind the contrast of Helleni.:
with Oriental culture which is irdeed the
key note of his hi-,tory 7. Xar is he to be
so much relied upon, for he himself writes
of an improbable tale, ‘I dont disbelieve
nor do | absolutely believe it' Viewed
again from a cultural stand'point, the
Hindus have litt!lc parallel in contributing
to the general trend of historical literature
and the task of a genuine and sober
historian, to hold even for the sake of
repetition, should be to gather as many
materials as possible, to pick out the
essential from the doubtful and then to
reconstruct a critical account of any subject
or a stable and tolerably resonable founda-
tion of impersonal judgement and not to
spare his energy in bringing censure upon
the Hindus oi Egyptians, Greeks, or
Chinese. True historiography is based on
such scientific procedure and constructive
spade-work of research.

To quote one Indian author again,
Dr* Tripathi, who writes Ancient Indian
literature-is singularly deficient in history
...there is no gainsayirg that the historians
of ancient India suffer i%reatly from the

6. Dr. Fleet, linpeial Garether cjf India Vol IT pp. 3, 5
7. Prof. J. B, Buty, The Ancicut Greek lliatcriatib pp,” 4", 44
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initial difficulty of the want of genuine
works of historiography.” But we have
stated elsewhere that chronology Is not
the only criterion of the merit of a
historical product. If any inpartial critic
of history takes into consideration the
time when the Brahmanici the Budhist
and Jain works were composed with the
unconsicous idea of laying the foundation
of the Indian civilisation, he may be led
to admit that the profuse Indian literature
contains a solid substratum of facts and
that the poetic embellishments are but
the super-structures upon them, though
the fact remains that time and place are
the fundamentals of history and that we
are to write and study historical events
geo'chronologically and culturally*

One of the important Ilimitatiocs of
the views held by scholars on Indian
literature would be more obvious from
a consideration of the importance of
Assamese historical literature as materials
for history. Mr. Gait seems to be erroneous
when he holds that, ‘the science of history
was unknown to the early inhabitants
of Assam and it is not till the Ahom
invasion in 1228 A. D. that we obtain
anything at all approaching a connected
account of the people and their rulers.”9
A scholar who has devoted only a page
or two in writing the history of Kamarupa
does not seem to be a competent authority
to pass such averdict on the absence of
early  Assamese literature> so-called
historical. This is what has been stated
by Dr. Bhuyau with particular reference
“o the statement made by Dr. Fleet

‘This statement,” he writes, ‘would have
been qualified to a great extent if it had
been known that the Assamese people have
preserved regular chronicles of thtir country
from very early times.’

Mr. Grierson has also attached much
importance to the historical writings in
Assam, ‘the Assamese people are justly
proud of their national literature. In no
department they have been more success-
ful than in a branch of study in which
India, as a rule, is deficient.” i As a matter
of fact Assamese desultory chronicles consti-
tute the most important and trustworthv
materials for the reconstruction of the early
history of Assam and \ssam is fortunate
enough in possessing ancient literature of
historical authenticity. The difficulty in
either Indian or Assamese chronology, again,
is often removad on considerations of
innumerable data from archaeological
and numismatic evidences.

The ancient Indian historical literature,
therefore, is not only a store-hoase of
materials for the lavish and careful use
of modern historians, but some of them,
if not all, may with reason, be placed by
the side of any finsheci historical product.
It is absolutely unwarranted, hence, to
assert that historiography was an art
beycnd the grasp of ancient Indian authors,
jheir only negligence was that they did
attach all importance to chronology or
Haxlyntian ceft eye of all history, which
is taken to make a gulf of difference
between historical literatuie and literature
in general.

8 br. R.s. J'ripathi, History of Ancient India Introductory. The Same view has also been bald

by Macdonall, Sansk'it literatury p. 10 and Prof. Keith.

1915, p. 143 note.
9. Mr. (Jait, History of Assam p.7

J. R, A. S. 1914 pp. 739, 1031 note

10. Dr. S. K. Bhuyau, I. H. Q. Vol V 1929 p. 457

11. G. A. Gtierson, Linguistic Survey of India Vol I parti

Introductory, p. 156; I. H O. Sept,

1929 ; also A. R. D. Fhukan, ‘A few remaks on Assafiiese l,atiguage’. 1855 pp. 457



The Nightingale of India

So, a melodious tune> a beautiful
song of a sweet nightingale is stilled for
ever. The nightingale has flown into the
deep blue sky above not to return again,
leaving behind an endless, sweet, inspiring
and murmuring sound echoing atid re-
echoing all over this mortal earth of ours.

If thirtieth Jannary of the year nine-
teen-forty-eight was the sad day for the
whole world because Mahatma Gandhi
was murdered on that day» then second
March of nineteen foity-nine is the sad
day for India if not for the world. Be-

cause this day has seen the passing
away of a great woman of our Country,
Sorojini Naidu, unexpectedly. In her death,
Indian womanhood has lost a dear'mother
of their own, the young generation has
lost i inspiring leader of their own, the
people of the United-Provinces have lost
a most dear and popular Governor of
their own, and above all whole India has
lost a first class political leader* a great
orator, a kind mother highly loved aad
esteemed and a poetess par excellence
for all time to come.

-Chandra Prasad Saikia

If we look to the mighty world of
to day, nowhere do we find a woman
playing a great role in politics and in
social life so brilliantly and so success-
fully as the late Sarojini Devi did in
this country of ours. So, her fame even

went beyond the seas and her really
first class genius, her wide and tolerant
sympathies and her wonderful capacity

of charming people made herself a cos-
mopolitan.. Pandit Nehru paying tributes
to her said, “cihe was a nationalist and
a great international figure. Our history
and the history of the world will speak
of her.” This is a tribute by one inter-
nationalist to atiother.

One fine morning at the age of ele-
ven, Sorojitii Naidu suddenly discovered
that her poetic life began. Her father,
Dr, Aghore Nath Chattopadhaya, the first
Indian Doctor of Science of Edinburgh
University and who was the founder of
the Ni?am College in Hyderabad and had
been for years together the principal of
it, had a high hope that his daughter
would be a great doctor or a scientist
keeping the tradition in tact. But quite
contrary to that hope of the father, she
went not to the dry laboratory, but to
the near-by green hills where the wild
brooks were coming down in a zig-zag
course with a murmuring sound to desti-
nations unknown, and the flowing water
of which had dazzled much by the
reflection of the golden ray of the setting
sun in the western horizon. One day
that littie girl of eleven was given to
solve a problem of Algebra. Hours and
hours together had passed, all strength
of that little body was engaged, but the
problem could not be solved. Suddenly
the poetic instinct of that deivine heart
had awakened, a beautiful verse came out
spontaneously and took the possession
of the paper in which Mathematics failed.
The little girl’s face was lightened with
glory and success and the words coming
out from lhe ianer heart were, “My poetic
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life begins.” Immediately after, she wrote
a long narrative poem, thirteen bundled

lines in all, in just six days and that
was followed by a drama of two thou-
sand lines.

And after a few years, the parents

found that the health of their little poe-
tic daughter was broken down for the
hard labour she took in wr;ting poetry.
So she was sent to England for complete
rest. But rest she did not take ; the
rising star must move gloriously from
one pole to aonther caring for nothing,
otherwise the glory would vanish. In
England, her poetic genius attracted the
mind of all and friends and admirers gra-
dually increased. Among them Edmund
Gosse, the eminent critic auj® author,
was the firsi. He encouraged her for her
freshness and originality and she took it
as a tonic for revitalizing her spirit—
already on the move. Her “Golden Thre-
shold” and “Bird of Time”—among others
received high praise.

Returniiig to India iii 1898, she mar-
ried Dr. Gavind Rajula Naidu. While
she belonged to a high class Brahmin
family, her husband was a non-Brahmin,
But then, a; throughout the long life, she
had never bothered about differences of
castej colour and creed. Her life'was a
true message of inter-caste unity.

The world might have seen in Soro-
jim Devi a poetess of the first order if
liberation of her motherland had not been
her conunuous effort for decades together.
Heanbreaking cry of dying people in
streets moved the heart of hers much-
more than the sweet songs of the skylark
in the deep blue sky above. She found
that the growth of the country had com-
pletely been arres ed by the foreign domi-
nation and toe entire country was left
politically enslaved, economically bankrupt,
socially stagnant* physically dead. “That
domination must go, and go immediately
“unwept, unhonoured and unsung’—she
declared. A sweet nightingale became the
fire-eating revolutionary No 1. She was
elected president of the Indian National
Congress in 1925, the highest honour India
could give and she was the first Indian
woman to have that honour.

In western countries leadership is official,
in India it is natural. In those countries

the political leader? are honoured by Military
piocessions and parades controlled by
Military Commanders. Leadership came
to Sarojini Debi naturally, automatically.
Her leadership among the Inaian Woman-
hood was unique- Sbe fought for their
emancipation, against social evils, bad
customs. She was the pivot round which
the activities of the All India Women’s
conference turned. She was the embo-
diment of feminine India and perhaps in
her death-bed she had whispered to the
near-by women, “For your to-morrow |
give my to-day.”

She was a gifted speaker, an orator
par exce'lence. Her clarion call to the
nation againiit the foreign domination was
like aburning fire and more particularly the
young generation was agitated, and inspired

by her revolutionary speeches When she
began to speak she was like a caged
lioness wanting to be free. In 1944, she

addressed an All India Students’ conference
in Calcutta and in course of her speech,
she said, “What alone the Mahatma can
do if you the soldiers of the country are
not standing behind him ? Hundreds of
Napoleons can not win a war if the sol-
diers are not patriotic, not valiant, not
disciplined. March forward heroically,
higher and higher, mirgle with the bright
stars of the blue horizon and bring dow’n-
the glory of the heaven below, I shall
call you my worthy sons and daughters.”
The speaker is dead, but that voice s
stiil fresh in memory-

In Eng'and, and America, she was highly
honoured. It was mainly for her inter-
ilat onal outlook and for her fight for the
lib ration of entire humanity. In thrse
C)ntitries, she was the embodiment of
thf oriental culture and civilization. The
western women did not fail to s e the
glimpse of the ancient Indian womanhood
in the brilliant eyes of Mrs. Naidu-
She went there with a message, a message
of humanity, a message of truth and non-
violence, and there people could realise
the depth of the heart of that great woman
India had given birth to.

In the struggle for freedom, she had
suffered much. Her itr.mense srcrifice and
sacrifice of millions, no doubt, culminated
in the glorious 15th of Aug, 1947. |In
1942, she was gaoled along with Mahstma



Gandhi. If the prison life of Pandit
Nehru in the last battle for freedom was
famous for the outcome of his book
‘Discovery of India.” then the prison
life of Naidu was notable for her human
service that she rendered lo Mahatma
Gandhi in the Agakhan Palace, then a
British prison. Kasturba died there ; Ma-
hatma wept. Saiojini wept too> and their
tears immortalised the soul of hat woman-
asymbol of suffering, and life-long sacrifice.

She was the president of the Inter
Asiatic Relftion Conference in Delhi, an
honour given to her by “.sia as a\vhole.
She deserved that. She was the first
woman Governor in India—in the biggest
province of the countrv. She deserved
that honour. She was loved by all for
her motherly affection and above all for
her humanity. She was so highly esteemed
by all because she was the ambassador
of Hindu Muslim unity.

The death of Sarojini N'aidu is a disas-
ter to the country. As Pandit Nehru said,
“Such a disaster Is a symbol to us to
remember all the big things of life and

TIHIE K

The land of the Khasis The land
of the Khasi tribes, known as the Khasi
& Jaintia Hills District, 3ies almost

entirely between 25° & 26' degrees of
Latitude and covers an area of roughly
6200 square miles. This area supports a
population of above 300,0u) souls ; five-
sixths at least of these are indigenous
people.

The District comprises two well-defi' ed
sections—the Khasi Hills proper and the
Jaintia Hills Sub-division. It is made up
of a series of plateaux, the highest of
which lies in the heart of the district
Obviously, there must be great variition
in altitude, and there are, One finds in
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to forget the little things of which we
have thought too much.” Her soul will
rest in peace if we can fulfil the task
she has left unfinished, if we can realise
the dream of that great dreamer alright.

But IS she really dead ? Death has
made her immortal and like a skylark
she will inspire us from above with her
deathless songs for all time to come. In
her death the poet Shelley might have
told us,

“Peace, peace | she is not dead.
She livesj she wakes,- it is Death
is dead, not she.

Mourn not for Sarojini."

Still India mourns, and weeps today.
The sons and daughters of India
have their tears, because the nightingale
of India will sing no more ! But surely,
these drops of sacred tears will fertilise
the soil in which she lived and died and
this will produce an India of tomorrow,
an India of Mahatma’s dream, an India
marching towards the realisation of that
beautiful dream —one classless, casteless
united world.

H A S II

-Prof. I. M. Simon M. A.

these hills 'low-lying areas with modest
altitudes of 200 ft. and below, and, almost
side by side with them, majestic heights
of 5000 ft or more- |Indeed, there are
several villages situated at heights of
above 600 feet above sea level.

The people :- It would be incorrect to
suggest that all the tribes that inhabit
the district belong to the same racial
stock. In the border areas the population
is greatly mixed. The Khasis, of course,
form the largest single group. By the
term ‘Khasis” | mean those who are with-
out any serious doubt of one common
stock, whether they are known as ‘Pnars’
or ‘Syntengs’ as in Jaintia Hills, or’Wars’
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as ill the southern slopes, or ‘Bhois' as
in the nortbern lowlands or simply as
‘Khasis’. Some may object that the name
‘Bhoi” would apply more correctly to the
Mikir population. | feel, however, that
the teim ‘Bhoi’ is more the name of the
territory than of any particular element
of the population, and the-many Khasis
who live in these areas are known by
this general and all-inclusive term.

The majority of the people depends
on Agriculture, the two principal crops
being paddy and the potato. That Khasl
sub-division, where excessive concentration
ou the potato crop is the rule, is not
so self-sufi&cient in point of its paddy out-
put as the Jaintia sub-division. While
it can spare a respectable proportion of
the potato crop for export, it has still
to depend for rice ou ihe neighbouring
Districts-

It is not easy, or safe, even to attempt
to gauge the character of any nation.
Virtues and faults are to be expected in
every human being, and the Khasi is no
exception. One notable feature of what
may bj called the Khasi character is deep
veneration for custom which sanctifies
every rule of conduct and every principle
governing relationships between man and
man. i'hese principles may be summed
up iu one word—Propriety ; and propriety
means decency of talk and behaviours,
reverence for elders and for authorities,
obadieuce to the dictates of religion and,
in fact, pious a tention to everything
that makes for a good home - life and
a respectable society.

Placfs of interest; - First on the list
comes Shillong. The town covers an area
of about 9 square miles. The visitor
will have many sights t. interest him
here, and he will have a good choice of
of water-falls to admire. Then there are

pleasant grounds for picnic-parties. The
highest peak in the hills, the Shillong
Peak (6445 ft. )is not far from the town.
The visitor cantake a car or, if he is
so inclined, he can go over 4 miles of
as interesting a trail as it is possible
to find anywhere. It may be mentioned,
in passing, that Shillong is one of the
very few hill-stations in India where the
bicycle can be a help and not a handicap.

No account of the Khasi Hills can be
complete without a reference to Cherrapunji,
the place with the heaviest rainfall in
the world. Although a rainfall pf 400
inches is usual, in 1899 the local obser-
vatory recorded a fall of 641 inches 1 One
may therefore get the impression that
Cherrapunji is for the most part wunder
water. One will be surprised and perhaps
sceptical if one were told that in the
winter season Cherrapunji can be very
dry. All the water that falls runs down
and over the many cliffs that are a peculiar
feature of the terrain i the southern
Kbasi Hills. Soon after the rains the
many waterfalls that make the Cherra
scenery so impressive assume breath-taking

magnitude and still more appear that
have not been there before. A visitor
to these hills will lose much if he does

not include a visit to Cherrapunji in his
programme although he should wait til after
the Monsoons.

Many roads are being constructed to

different parts of the District- When
these are opened much of the hitherto
hidden beauty of the district will be

revealea to visitors for the first time.
Before this happens, of course, he will
have to satisfy himself with the scenery
of areas accessible to cars ; but» however
particular his tastes may be, even this
will delight him.



GOETHE

Eighteentli ,cenlufy Germany
ture ha” fallen, into a A/itate
It has yet been devsloped as
'in other toitdtries. In Italy and England
it has reached ifs jsenith; D»nte» Bocgacgjo,
MdfchiiftvelH make their marK in [ItiUy ;
Ch~cer|.Spenser.and Shakespeare in -Eog-
lai~. Bdt there is seen none in the German
literary field yet ; It is still in the state
of drowsiness. But to wake up the whole
nat»n ffom this literary torpor, there
sesmetged) in poet Aarobindo’s language,
“a perfect face amid barbarian faces,
A perfect voice of sweet and serious rhyme
Traveller with calm, inimitable paces

Litera
of lethiargy.

Critic With judgement absolute to all time*

A complete strength when men were

maimed and weak
German obscured the sptrit of a Greek.

And this is Johann Wolfgang Von'
Goethe, bofn in 1749 ; son of an imperial
councillor, whose birto place is Frankfort-
dn:Maiiie. While a student he grew interes-
ted in intellectual activities and produced
wcohntlessessays on every branch of natiiral
history, ranging from law to religion. It
is said that he made many contributions
to science that placed him among the
forerunners of those great thinkers who
have set forth the doctrine of evolution ;
and he painted pinturea, worked at sculpture
managed a theatre, translated several famous
works including Goldsmith’s Deserted
Village. His cateer has long been the best
argume%t”® in the hands of those who
believe d'thorqugogoing, all-round culture
to be ~ neces’sjiy for the artist. Incident-
tally he had many love affairs and
attachments. Over eighteen are on record
“nd each of them left its mark on his
character and his work.

Goethe is the Shakespeare of Germany.
He may fall short of Shakespeare’sgreatness

yet he is Shakegpefliean in essence. Shakes-
peare had tradition or racial inspiration
to move hi4» Goethe none. Shakespeare
crowned Eugllsh literature ; Goethe found-

Basanta Kumar Borooah
(3rd year B. A))

ed German literature. Vo Chaucer, no
Sp’nser behind Goethe, no great intellectual
conaoanions such as Saakespeare had. As a
critic says “Naked. Goethe came into Ger-
man literature ; clothed in purple and fine
linen of his own weaving he went out-”

Like Sophoclesi Goethe “saw life
sMeidily an,d saw it whole” and this
experience of life is reflected in most
of his works. He never complains aga-
inst life but faces it bravely and calmly
aad certainly believes that “Gods approve
the depth and not the tumult of the
soul” He is a min of this earth, without
the touch of earth in him. Like Dante?
he appreciates divine love-love which has
never tjeen sullied by any sensual desire and
this is shown very beautifully in his
most, passionate story .Sorrows of young
Werther. Werther loves Charlotte to
distraction; he goes to her, talks to her
and finds always an added beauty in her.
He is pissidnate, sensitive and refined,
whose love for Charlotte has never been
tinged with sensual desire.” Afterwards
be finds out to himself that it is a sin
to love her in this selfish world ; in
beaven God will »nite them ~after death
and with this belief in his mind he shoots
himself dead. His divine love for Charotte
is such as words can never utter. Another m
Such love is shown between Faust and
Margaret. Faust sees Margaret in her
garden and falls in love with heri and
S-he with him. She loves, him very much
and respects him for bis profound know-
ledge. She sings af the spinning-weel,
after her first meetjng with Faust,

“My peace is gone,

My heart is sore

I never shall find him

Ah | never more.

To see him, him only,

At the pane | sit !

To men him, him only
The bouse 1 quit.”  (Taylor)
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The love
ungovernable.
sensual
and a
Goethe

is here fervent but not
There is no longing for
gratification in their love» but perfect
pure love. So Carlyle suys of
that “to that man there was
given what we may call a life in the
Divine idea of the evorld ; vision of the
inword divine mystery”.

Goethe’s most precious work is
the history of a book-worra
for universal knowledge and
of it loses his peace of mind,
ultimately leads him to sell
to Mephistopheles. an evil sprit.
is aEuropean legend which is
by different writers differently.
English  dramatist Marlowe has
written about Faust and a Polish writer
also. But Goethe, “shedding the light that
never was on sea or land” made it “a thing
of beauty that is a joy for ever”. Maxim
Gorky siys that “Goethe’s F IUst is one of
the finest products of artistic creation, enti-
rely a product of the imagination, a figment
of the brain, the incarnations ot thoughts
in images”.

Son.times memory becomes a burden to
life and we bend under the wesight of ima-
gination and 1fe. As. a result of this, we
see D. H, Lawrence desperately advocating

Faust.
who
in

It is
craves
quest
.which
?Ms soul
iThis
treated
The

his faith in flesh and blood
in't'ellect, which reached
Cfiatterley’s lyover
youthful Kents cries outi “oh !
of sensations rather than
in Faust we see as in a mirror the eternal
problem of our intellectual existence.
Goethe died a poetic “eath, at the age
of ei*hty-three, wini hbn”urs thick upon
hitn and at that- last;h«ur ihe was as serene
as his life ha4 been.J The«e” came while
he Was seated iii« |[fn arm-thdi]) He asked
that ilhe «hut~feri ‘inigl”ile; opefied tolet in
the> (iliy, atfti* witli these word™i'Q bis lips
"“I/ight 1 more light ! he treathgd Ms I7ist.
This craving for light, mo|re”ighti to
be an echo frotiS the Upani®hads. Iti% fcdeed
a fact that Qoethe had imm~nS|i admtiiiratjon

rather
ids clitnex
and on, the

than in
in Lad”
other hand

for a life
5f thoughts”. And

for Indiati literature and hei'“ei swea-
ting moments over rhe Devanagrj

His philosophy of action with its iftrong
belief .in life is nothing‘if not the 'd|)t;frine
of Karma found irf the (ftw.

Matthew Arnold in his
pays homage to his “emory in these touc-
hing lines. '

When GcjeA”s death was told, welaid-*

Sutik, then, is Europe’s l.'sage&t head.

Physician of th6 iron afee, ¢ ’

Goethe has done his jjiilgritpage*’. '

“Ué&nibrial verses”

rre U¥5* Prof.” Mr™. Paruktitty Bdrii™h,

The rippling sound of waves
The soft cool breeze that blows
The bright red sun that sets
The fading twilight, veil

The deep dense gloom of dusk
That keeps each soul spell bound
The warbling cry of birds,

The calm of blooming buds
Each undfolds a thaught

A Song—the rest are nought
The time to be and gone
Betwixt the fleeting ‘now’
Fading dreams and hopes
Present lives and cares

Rolls on in endless w-ves

The conscious thoughts to pass

Through lives unconscious dept|is#
To lives eternal shores.,

Beyond the mortal eyes

And Visions’ clouded sly

Mingled pjeasures sipk !
Beneath the coffin’s brink

Yec wait, the echo lives ~

Of lives that Come ,apd iPass,
The streams of the pasit are lost
And quenched in the sands of time.
Life in death kindles

The soul to life anew. i '
A moment lost in time,

A moment lost iti- hopei

Are songs just lost in IOve

The music lives in time
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1, Union Secretary’s Report

This year, though the Execntive Commi-
ttee was confronted with many difiiculties in
the celebration of all the Annual Functions
of the college due to the election be ng
held very late and
handed over to the new Ejcecutive Commi-
ttee only in the middle of the month of
January 1949. yet, its f
celebrate the college functions Ne a
new way could elicit the <>«rable com-
ments of the leading dailies o the land. The
‘Glorious Cotton College Week was the
talk of the town in that week, and we
believe this will remain one of the uni(jie-
memories in the history of the Cotton
College, and will furnish a precedent ia
the days to come*

The great Cotton College which has the
right to claim to be the nucleus of the
land in all respects, is chronically suffe
ring from wants and thus it is growing
pale and weak. It has been suffering
from the meagre strength of the teaching
staff, its alumni have been suffering
from the inadequate hostel accomodations,
wretched condition of the Educational
aroSttls Hospital, and their physical deve-
lopment has been checked due to the
lack of field and money, for sports and
what not 1 Amidst all these, we held the
Freshmen’s Social, of course, without any
refreshment.

But however sad the plight may be
and great the Calamities, we shonld not
lose heart; for, tbhe Cotton College has
a destined mission to fulfil. And if we
lefuse to die, nothing in the world can
kill us.

H. Baisya. Union Secretary.

Besult of tbe Cotton College Annual
Fine Arts Competition.

(A) Essays 5-Assamese— 1st Prize winner
Mr. Nabadwip ranjan Patgiri.
4th yr. B. A.

- Mr. Hem Chetia
2iid yr. 1. A.

2nd Prize winner

IO T IE
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Bengali-1st. Prize winner—Mr. Amal-
Kumar Mitra 3rd. yr. B. A.

2nd. Prize winner, Mr. Jaladbaran GanguH
English 1st Prize winner, Mr. Amal
Kumar Mitra. 3rd yr. B. A. .

2nd. Prize winner, Mr. Nabadwip Ranjan
Patgiri 4th yr. B A.

(B) Short stories, Assamese, 1st. Prize

winner, Mr Deven Sonowal.

2nd Prize winner, "iss. Nirupama

Tamuli 1st yr. 1. sc.

Bengali, 1st. Prize winner; Mr. Sadhan
Gupta

2nd Prize winner. Mr. Haraprasad Roy.

(C) Poems, Assamese, 1st Prize winner
Miss Malali Barua 2nd yr. I. sc.

2nd prize winner, Mr. Krishna Bora.
(D) Poems, Bengali, 1st prize winner
Mr. Khagendra Hoie.

2nd prize winner Mr. Sadhan Gupta
(E) Classical song, none was awarded a prize
(F) Banageet 1st Prize winner Mr. Kalan-
der-Shah.

2nd Pnze winner, Mr. Jitendra Kr. Baruah
(G) Mod.rn song. 1st Prize winner, Mr.
Jitendra Kr Baruah

2nd Prizewinner Mr. Kalander, Shah
(H) Extempore Speech, 1st Prize winner,
Mr, Lalachittaswarupanai®da De
(Postgraduate class)

2nd prize winner, Mr. Barada Sarma.
4tk yr B, A.

(1) Recitation, Assamese, 1st prize winner
Mr. Chandra prasad Saikia

Bengali, 1st prize winner, Mr; Amal

Kr. Mitra

English. 1st prize winner, Mr. Amal
Kr, Mitra.

(T) Makeup, 1st prize winner, Imti”
-RasJik

(K ) Flute, Solo. 1st prize winner, Mr.
Sudhir Sarmah.

*3pecial prize winner, (1 ) Miss. Rano
" Iralo

(2) Miss. R. B. Shuya
(L) water colour of diffiient Schools of
A Arts.

Budheswar
Gohain

1st prize winner, (1)
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(2), Mr, Prasenjit
Dowerah

{3 ) Mr. Sasha Roy
(1) Mr. Hemen Nath
(2) Mr. Budheswar
Gohain
Manifc Hati
KaKaty.
1st- prize winner, Mr.
Nagen Goswami
2nd prize winner Mr
Sasha Roy Baruah
3rd prize, winner Nr
Prasenjit Dowerah
(N ) Silhouette drawing, 1st prize winner,
Mr. Nagen Goswami
1st prize winner, Mr.
Arun Roy Cboudhury
Reported by Hemakanta Baisya
Union Secretary

2nd prize winners,

(3)

( M) Pencil Sketch,

(0 ) Photography,

Report on stndent’s Ccmmon Room.

The existing Students” Common Room
is not -at all suitable for the 1600 students
of a premier Institution* like the Cotton
College. It has become difficultto manage
the varied affairs of the Common Room due
to I~ck of proper requirements and suitable
arrangement. Moreover, the nominal equip*
ments that are found lying are quite insuffi-
cient to meet the demand of 1600 Cotto-
nian*. A meagre amount that is alloted for
the purpose i9 not sufficient to tneet the in
cidental expenses of the Common Room,

To remove the above mentioned diffi-
culties the Govt, have been moved to
create a seperate Comn;on Room, with all
its paraphernalia accommodating 1600
Cottonians and for the present at least a
seperate Readicg Room immediately with
a saitable non-recurring grant.

However, in this session with the help
of the prof, in-charge | have managed
to increase some of the equpmenfs of
Indoor games, namely one mote Ping
pong table and a Glass Carrom Board.
A detailed schen.e has already been sub-

mitted to the authority with financial
amplicaitons there, amounting to Rs.
~4000/-cnly on the general and immediate
requirements.
—Hasmat Ali—
Secy. Students’ Common
Room

Cottonian

Report of th« Musle Secretary

The Music social was smoothly held on
the 12 th February, 1949, with Sjta Nalini

Bala Devi, the mystic poetess of Assam,
on the chair. Besides the presence of the
Cottonians, a good number of ladies and

gentlemen attended the function. Some of

the items attracted prizes from the
audience.

The social had to be arranged with
much difficulty due to lack of musical
in ttam”nts. | hope, the govercment

will sanction adequate money for the purch-
ase of a full set of instruments which
this premier college needs most. The
Executive also should grant sufficient fund
for the Music sectiou, so that the socials
can be performed at least thrice during the
term of a secretary.
Prafulla Kumar Baruwa.
Mosic Secretery.

Annual Sports

The Annual sports of the college
came off on the 19th of February this
year. The games were conducted very
smoothly and the weather was pleasant.
The number of competitors having incre-
ased greatly this year the heats had to
be spread out throughout the preceding
week. The standard of sports was not
higher than that of the previous years.
Mr. Padmadhar Chowdhury, last year’s
champion, won the individual champion-
ship. The following ere the results.

Men’s Bvents,

1. Cross Country Race (6 miles)
1. Prasanna Goswami
2. P Bensil
3. Mrigendra Nath Thakur
4. Prabhat Gogol
5. Manoj Dutta 0. Haren Barua

7. Kanak Bordoloi.

2. 880 yds Race- 1. Padmadhar Chau*

dhury
2. Prasaona Goswami
3. p. Bensil

3. Swimming""!, Ratneswar Hazarika

2. Kamala Sarma

'3. Soneswar Kalita

4. 440 yds Race,

1. Padmadhar Chowdhury

2. Hara Kumar Saikia
3. Prasanna Goswami
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5. Shot Put""l. Tilok Gogoi 2. A.
Aso0so0.
6. Long. Jump-*1" Mohan Mess-
2. Taraprasad Das.
7. 100 yds Race""l Padma Chowdhury.
2. Hara Kumar Saikia.
8. Pole Vault.""lI. Prema Gogoi
2. T. Handique.
9- Relay Race’4th yr. Class,
10. Javelin Throw-1. Tilok Gogoi
2. t'tiranjit Talukdar.
lyadies’ Events,
I. Walking Race—1I. Nirsda Saikia
2. Soroinalini Debi
3, Malati Barua 4, Geeta Das
5. Saraju Dehi.
2 100 yds Race..e!. Verna Sangma
2 Dharmeswri Sarkar
Padmabati Debi
2- R- Beiliew Sheiya
4- Three legged Race.
1. Verna Sangma & Partner
2. Usha Deka & Partner.
5. Javelin Throw. 1. Padmabati Devi
2-
1. Padmabati Devi
2. Beiliew Sheiya.
1. Verna Sangma
2. Maya Ingty.
8. Orange Picking 1. Padmaoati Devi
2. Beena Agarwalla.
Non-examinees.

3. Shot Put...I.

€ Balance Race.

7. Sack Race.

9. Tug- of War.
11* Sack Race. 1. Prasanna Goswami
2. Haren Barua, Tmtiaz Rasuls
12. Slow Cycle Race 1. Rafik Ahmed
2. M. Das.
13. 220 yds. Race
1. Padma Chowdhury
2. Hara Kumar Saikia.
14. Discuss throw 1. Tilok Gogoi
2. Lambit Ch. Chetia
15. Three legged Race
1. Ahad Ali & Tapeswar Saharia
2. P. Goswami & Nalmi Saikia
16. Obstacle Race
1. Hara Kumar Saikia
2. Padma Chowdhury.
n Tug. of War. 3rd Mess.

National Cadet Corps In the Cotton
College, Gauhati.

The National Cadet Corps Schema
ponsored by the Govt, of India was
1q toto by the Assam liovt and
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the latter sanctioned the raising of two
companies in the Cotton College, Gauhati.
The training of cadets began in the
month of October, 1948 under the super-
vision of Captain Bhairaj Singh, the offi-
cer Qpmmauding ot the 1st Assam Batta-
lion attached to N. C. C. in Assam, and
8 officers from Cotton College . These
officers who are professors of the college
were given the prescribed training in the
Assam Regimental Centre, Shillong from
May till September, 1948 « The N. C. C.
in Assam was quite a new thing and in
order to give it a concrete shape, the
0. C; and the officers of the college were
to work hard for which they deserve
congratulation

To start with, there was a very great
enthusiasm among the students and quite
a large number of them came forward
for enrolment. This number however
beg!?n to thin down when the medical
examination of the intending cadets began.
It was thought that the two companies
prop@satd Tarhekaised from .Cotton College
mpill not be able to accommodate all the
desiring candidates from the College ;
o*mt when it came to actual practice it
~as found that after satisfying the Coll-
ege students there were still vacancies
which were then filled up by some s'.u-
dects from the University. The total stre-
ngth of the two companies is 315. After
enrolling all the students from the Coilege
and also from the University it was still
found possible to give one platoon to
the Nowgorg College. So the 1st Assam
Bn, N. C, C. was not exclusively a Cotton
College affair ; but into the ranks and
file of the same have entered the stud-
ents from the Gauhati University and
the Nowgong College too.

After enrolment the cadets were suplied
with the necessary uniform the washing
cost of which was also paid by the
Governmtnt . The cadets were trained by
regular Army Instructors brought from
Assam Regimental Centre . The officers
also used to attened the parades and
supervise the training. For a long time
the cadets were imparted training in
foot-drills only as arms and ammunition
were not coming according to expectations.
When the arms arrived and rifles were
Issued to the cadets* tbe 2nd jr» stadenti
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had to be disbanded as their examinations
were drawing near. The 1st yr, & 4th
yr. studeots had their training in arms
also to some extent.

The training of the cadets has been
closed down on 25th of March, 1949
owing to their examinations and the
cadets were asked to return their Kits.
The returning of Kkits does not mean
that the trainies have been discharged.
One session of N. C. C. training is closed

and in the new seasion which starts
just after the College admission, these
cadets will again be enrolled for their

second year’s course .

Durinif the early part of the summer
vacation an N. C. O. cadre course will
be run where some cadets will be trained
for holding the ronks of I*ance Corporals,

Military training under th*; N. C. C.
schene is being intromuced in th3 educa-
tional Institutions all over In”'a audit
is gratifing to note taht Assam has also
risen up to the occasion and the students
have been given the chance of getting
military training. There have been deficien-
cies and difficulties in the maters of NCC
organisation in Assam and it is hoped
that they will vanish and the hole scheme
will be crowned with scccess

National Cradet Corps at a galanc:

0. C, Capt. Bhairaj Singh.

2. ilc 2/1/t- D. P. Sharma (university)

Adjt. & QM .- 2/Lt. K. N. Sdarma.

0. C “A" Coy. - 2/L,t. B. C Barman- Coy.
strength - 154 cadets.

A. Coy.-Platoon Officers—

1 Platoon 2/Lt. Lo Bhuyan.
2 " 2 lyt. Md. A. Rahman.
3 " 2/1.t. Md. A  AH-

0. C.‘B’ coy. 2/Lt. B. R. Das.~ Coy

strength 84 cadets.
B.” Coy Platoon Officers. “

1 Plotoon-2yi,t. E Saikia.
2 , '2/Lt. P K Chowdhury
(University cadets 13)
training- A Coy Sub.
Hmuia Lusiiai .
Instructors —A coy Hav. Prinkrishna.
(BQMH)

Subedar i/c.

Hav. Pathanga.
Hav. Baikhnuna.
trainitig - B. Coy. Sub-
Warrington

Subedar i/c.

Instructors—B Coy-“ Hav. Patea
Hav. Siboprasad.

Report ol the Tennis Section

I regret to say that the only Govern-
ment and Premier College of Assam has
got no tennis cotirt to-day. Formerly
there were three hard grounds of the
college. Besides that every mess and
Block had either hi*rd ground or lawned
ground. During the last great war all
the grounds had been demolished by the
military for their Own pourposes. It is
regretful to say that though the military
authority had compensated for this, yet
the Government hafl spent this ament
in other activities of the P.w Depart-
ment. Only recently a field has been hi-
red at Rs. 50/- a rnonth to facilitate the
need of the players to some extent. If
the Government does not try to restore
those fields during the summer, it will
cause a huge loss to the Union Society
because it is their money wiich has been
being paid for hiring the field. So |
hope the Governmeni; will take immediate
step to restore the fields during the
summer holidays.

Tilok Gogol
Secretary, Tennis Cl«b

Report of the Social Sevicc Section

This year it has been tried to give
a new orientation to this section and to
revitalize and popularise it. Social servic
has become the necessity of the country
at the present time. Education and
.social service must go hand in hand
With this end in view, a series of lec-
tures had been arranged and delivered by
the veteran social workers for the Volun-
teers so that they can get training in
doing social works in villages. This sec-
tion is ready to extend their helping
hands in times of necessity not only
within the boundaries af the college but
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to anybody out side whenever necessary.
To establish contact with the village peo-
ple and to gather economfc datas, the
Volunteers went to Chhaygoan and to the
villages near about it. The volunteers
surveyed many of the villages under the
rules prescribed by the dept, of Economics
and statisties of the govt, of Assam. It
was arranged to give the volunteers trai-
ning in first aid but far the back of
fund this could not be done Assistance
has been sought from the dept, of
statistics and Economies and Rural deve-
lopment department, but nothing has been
received as yet. Govt, have awfully de.
layed in giving the money for extra muran
activities and for this reason many con-
templated plans could not be under taken.

Debendra Nath Bhattacharyya*

Secy, Social Service Section.

Mahendra Nath Baiua. Captain
of volunteers

College notes on Rowing & Swimmlig.

It is a matter of regret that though
officially, and with much enthusiasm like
other workers of the wunion Executive,
I assumed my portfolio of Rowicg and
swimming, yet owing to the want of
fund I could not make myself and
the activities of my department felt by
the cottonians except the single manage-
ment of a swimming competirion in coo-
peration with the General sports.

For information, and not as an ex-'
cuse | niust reveal the fact that this
department is so neglected that the rea-
ppointenent of an instructor and one pro-
fessor-in-charge was tnot considerd to be
necessary. Due to the negligence of the
authority the department remained collap-
sed for four years.

After much struggle and trouble, just
before a week of my submitting this re-
port, thanks to our Vice President Prof,
G. C. S. Baruah and my co-workers of the
union Executive, asum of Rs. 600/- has
been gaanted to my department for its
smooth working. As soon as the money
will bs provided with the departmant
will leave no stone unturned to serve stud-

ents  with
vigour.

possible promtipdeu and

Dwijen Biswas.
Secy,
Rowing & swimming

Foot-Ball Secretary’s Report-

The activities of the foot ball section
started very early and succssfully. An Inter-
class foot-boll competition was held very
enthusiastically, in which ‘2nd year foot-
boll taam won the ‘Amulya Barua and
Ananda Phukan Memorial Trophy. In the
friendly, matches played during the off-
season, the college players showed much
better progress. The college-players defea-
ted Moharana A.C. and police team of GatL-
hati. Tne stock of the foot-ball accessories
is very poor, which should be increassd
The college foot-ball field is not suitable
for play, therefore no regular practice is
possible in this field. This field shoul be
also repaired very soon. We have been
doing our best to make an able colleg
team to. play outside the province if circum-
stances allow, | hope this section would
soon rise to the hish standard. I<astly
Kanak chandra Bordoloi. who was awaa-
ded best foot-baller cup deserves to be
congratulated. Chandradhar Gogol.

Fcot-ball Se<3"

Minor Games. The different garges incla-"
ded in this section are Badminton, VoHy
ball and Tennikoit*

This year many college Badminton players
took part in the AIl Assam BadmintOB;
Tournament and showed their skill. Two’
Banminton sets have been supplied and
students are practising regularly. As the
season is over, Badminton has been sto-
pped for this sesson. judging from wliat
we did during the session, onr progress 00
this particular game is not upto the mark*

The Tribal students are generally interest”
ed with Tennikoit-play, and two sets ol
the same have all ready been given tc
them and regular practices are going on,
We will do our best to hold the competitiot
Matches in the coming fession,
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What we really feel proud of the section
is the volley-ball team. It will be no exagg-
eration to say that a well represented
team oS the college will be able to achieve
thundering success anywhere. By way of
example we may refer to the success
of our men, achieved in Nowgong in this
regard (lastyear)- The team consisted of
only one mess of the college hostels.

The late Boroda Sarma memorial volly-
ball cup comepition (inter class) had been
started since the 10 th Mrch and the
standard of the games displayed was very
satisfactory indeed.

We cannot help remarking that the
sanction, made by the authority for the
seetion, is too njeagre. In order to bring

cut capable players from this section we
may suggest that the sanction should at
least be doubled.

Mrigendra nath Thukur. Ratna kanta kakaly,
Captain Minor Games. Secy Minor Games.

Cricket Secretary’s Report

Inspite of indescribable handicap such as
want of a field, oft repeated lack of finan-
cial grant* and no coach, our sportsmen
have not lagged behind to show their
talents in sports. In the much-famed
“Ranii Trophy” two of our players M-S.
Naba Kamal Bhuyan and Amulya Goswa-
mi sec'ured the honour of representing
The Assam Team. Our heartfelt congra-
tulation poes to them.

This year our team joined the local
competitions and also some freindly mat-
ches were played, Two pleasing matches

were successfully played between Prof-in
chargee X I. and President X1, In a friend-
ly match between our team and Maha-

rana A. C, The play remained unfinished
as time drew. In the Semi-final of Sabitri-
bala cup competition our team was un
fortunatly defeated by a narrow margin
by the Maharana A. C.

It is worth mentioning that we had a
strong batting side but our bowling stren-

gth was comparatively weak. Among the
batsmen, Mr. Hara kumar Saikia excele
with a very good blade of 3 innings of

which 2 not-outj 244 runs and with an

average of 40. 5. Another batman who
did well is Mr. N. K. Bhuyani out
captain, with 6 inntgs, 142 runs with an

average of 23'5p 'Among the. bowlers
Messrs. A, Goswami, R, Goswami, D.
Baruha anb P. Barthkur carried the coll-
ege sting of attack with equally shared
responsibilities. Though the team was a
little poor in fielding, Messr, P. Choudhury»
H. Saikiaj A, Dutta and A. Baruah seemed
to have been outstanding when taking the
field.

From the members of the collge team
A. Goswami, S. Saikia, N. Bhuyan. and
Rt Goswami earned the districts of
representing their respective distrscts in
the last “All Assam Inter District cricket
Tonrnament."

Taking all sided
ation, M r/ IT, Saikia was offerd the
Cricet Blue for this year. ( 1948 49 ), we
wish that Almighty may graat him much
more longevity of life to create new tra
dition of cotton college as well as of
Assm as has been maintained by ex cotto
nian messrs T. Ao and Sarat Das.

At last | convey my heartfelt thanks
to esteemed prol ia charge Mr, B. chodhn-
ry for his taking keen interest in mana
ging our cricket Games successfully Let
us hope that under tue guidace of the
new Principal Mr. S. N-caakrabard onr
college Athletic club will prove a great
success,

The team was represented by Messrs
N, Bhuyan (capt ) H. Saikia* A. Goswam 1

talents into consider

P. Becrthakur, A Datta, G. Sarmah, P
Talukder, S- chatterjee, J"sen. A, Baruah
R, Gaswami. D. Baruah, P, choudhary,
S. Sen, M. Dutta and U. sharmabh,
Keshab ch. Bharali,
Cricket Secretary,
Annual Dsbatini Competition

Cotton College annual debating com-
petition was held on Ilth February -49
under the presidedtship of Sj. J, Borooah
Bar at Law. At the out set of the com
petition the house condoled the sad de-
mine of Krishna Barkakaty ex-editor of
Cottonian and a promising iournalist of
AssatQ. Then the Debating secy J.N.
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Dewri read an address to the
He said about the importance of the
subject and the difSculties and troubles
through which the executive body had to
Principal, H. K. Borooah, Dr. A.R. Baji
and Dr. K, K. Patnaik were “he judges

audience.

of the function. Mr. Chandra prasad
Saikia and Jalad Baran Ganguli . stood
first, Mr. Nilmani Sing stood second

and Mr. Nila Kantha Sing stood third

in the competition. Sj J. Borooah in
his Presidential speech spoke about the
method, manner, etc. of debate and

expressed his good wishes.
Jatindra Nath Dewri
Secy-15ebating Club
Annual Report, Hockey Sfotlon
This year. Hockey has been started a
bit late. Cotton college 'has how its pro-
perly formed Hockey team but the stock

EDITOI

The Annual Number of the Cotto-
nian for 1948-49 is published herewith.
In pre-war times» the Cottonian used to
appear M quarterly ; during the war its
publication remained suspended. I,ast year
an Annual Number was published, and

it had to ba very small in sire. In the
present year we tried to improve it a
little; but financial difiSculties sto)d in

the way Thanks to the Parliamentary
Secretary for Education® the D, P. I., and
the Principal that a special non-recuvring
grant of Rs. 800/- was placed at our
disposal which enabled us to bring the
Cottonian out. Normally, the whole finan-
cial resource for this periodical is an
allotment of about Rs 600/- which the

students make from a Common Room
Fees of Rs. 2/- per head from the stu-
dents themselves. This amount was, in
pre- war times, sufficient for bringing

out even three numbers of the magazine

m

of Hockey sticks at hand is far below

the needs of the players so that many
enthusiastic players have been deprived
of the benefit of playing this game.

Inspite of the best efforts of the C. C.
U, S., we are still unable to incease the
grant and the number of sticks, The colle-
ge team had formal practices with the
police team of Gauhati and showed “igns
of making a good college team, capable
to play outside the province. Unfortu-
nately, cotton college could not arrange
any Hockey excursion due to the
want of fund, which is expected to be
increased next year, It is hoped that at

least an excursion will be arranged in
the next session.
E. K. Mahabir Singh.
Secretary, Hockey.
each year. Bnt due to the ri”® in price

of printing and paper, each number now
costs as much as Rs. 2o000/-. The time

has csme, therefore, to think out of a
permanent source of revenue for this
magazine. We think Government should

make an increased recurring grant to tlse
Cotton College Union Society from which
a portion should be clearly ear-marked
for this useful purpose. Another practi-
cal course may befor tbe students them-
selves to pay one Rupee more as the
Common Room fee, this additional ru-
pee, to be called the magazine fee, for
ming the leader in the Fund.

During this year there were certain chan-
ges in the staff. Dr. Kakoti the Trincipal,
retired, which thus, removed from inside
the four walls of the «college a very
eminent Assamese and Scholar. Wc pray
to the Almighty that this great son of
Assam may serve the land as the Head
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of the Assamese department and as one of
the helmsmen of the‘Gauhati TJniveisity.

Prof. U. K. Goswami, the new D. P, I

Assam.

the Vice Principal
but scarcely had

Prof U. K. Goswami

succeeded Dr. Kakotij
been in that post for a month when
be was appointed the D. P. 1. Though
s(rry to. ~art  With this most popular
proflssorr vet we. r”oi” at hla piomo-
tion. Prof. Goswami as wsucceeded by Prof.
Smnath Chakravarty, who is now the
Principal. We welcome the new Prin-
cipal. Prof P.- Gogoi ( Deptt. of Eco’
nomics ) Dr. B.K. Barua {Department
of Assamese ), Dr. H K. Baruaj Prof. P.
Sarma ( both of the department of Botany)
«ud Prof. P. Goswami '(Deparfment of
English ), have left the college and have
gone over to the University of Gaufaati,

while Dr. R- Barua and Prof. S- C. Raj-
howa," both returned after foreign studies,
have become a Professor at the Assam
Medical college, and the A. D. P. ls,
respectively. We regret at the go.ng
away ofso many valued members of
the teaching staff.

The college has thus suffered a su-
ddeu and large change in the teaching
staiT. But thanks to the sincerity, iute*

remaining
students,

grity, and determination of the
members of the staff and the
and more particularly to the efforts of
onr new PrincJpal, that things have aga-
in been put to order. The different co-
IJege functions such as the Annual Sports,
the Fine Arts Competition, the Music
Social, the Debating Competition and the
like* which ought to have been held at
different months, were this year held
collectively due to certain difficulties
and the week thus osberved was known
as the College Week. The College Week
demonstrated the undying and ever vital
ability of this college to survive shocks*
In tliese functions there was a record
attendance* One happy feature was that
the University Post Graduate Students
and Professors ( many of them outsiders )

took a very lively and sympathetic inte-
rest in these functions of the Cotton
CoHege which is the best miniature re*

presentation of almost all that Assam has.
This was the result of slow and patient
work of organizational rehabllitatiou and
reconstruction that the Professors and
students had been doing since some time
past. In this, generous co-operation offered

by the Public and other educationists
also played its part.
Dr. 13 K. Kakati
Prof. R. K. Das, Seuior Professor of
Mathematics has reverted (o hispost in
the college. We are happy to get him



baclc. Dr. Mrs- Kamala Ray has rilin*
quilshed her l/ectnrersbip of Botany and
has gone over to the Rangoon University.

Starting with the Cotton College as
the "Btre of work an effort was made to
restore discipline among the stadents. It is
gratifying to note that the effort has been
crowned with success. The numerous
College and University examinations held
at Gauhati during the year showed that
normalcy has baen firmly restored. The
Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor of the Gauhati Uni*
versity, a lover of strict discipline, express-
ed satisfaction at this happy state of affairs.
Credit goes to the students and the members
of the public who joined hands with profess*
ors in upholding the ideals of learning
and discipline. Some of the external exami-
ners from outside even opined that tbis
was almost miraculous and contrasted fa-
vourably with conditions obtaining elsewhere
in India.

T6e Cotton College has in its own sphere
begun cultural and educational re-habilita*
tion. But the opportunities are hopelessly
inadequate. The enormous increase in the
number of alnmni to about 1600 ( it was
only about seven to eight hundred before
the war ) has made all previous opportuni-
ties appear dwarfish. The staff is under*
manned ; not to sp?ak of appointing addi*
tional hands proportionate to the increase
in enrolment, many professors have been
even sent abroad for foreign studies. The
lecture rooms have become inadequate with
I'the result that Tutorial classes could not
be provided for ; the hostel accommodation
was insofficient; the library room scarcely
admits more then three souls at a time ;

is a private hired house for women

[i]li*g;~ith accommodation for 12 girls

is a mis-nomer for %women's
liOstelt “cause there are about ninenty
women students in the College ; the College

has no Hall for holding Union Society
mieetings. The Sudmersen Hall can seat
oaly™ 600 souls at one time, whereas

there anssbout 1600 students in the College.
The result was that meetings had either
to be suspended cutting thus the corporate
life of the college, or had got to be
held in specially erected Pandals ; Sports
and Mnsic implements are in a dilapidated
condition after the war.
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The attention of the Government is drawn
to all these. We have no doubt that these
wants will receive the most sympathetic
consideration of the Government, most
members of which are themselves ex Cotto*
nians. The Cotton Coilege, therefore, is
as much their Alma Mater, as it is of the
past two generations of Assam.

During the year under review many
distinguishei personalities. Commissions
aod parties of explorers and educationists
paid visits to Gauhati and some of them
also to the Cotton College, The Hon’ble
Sarder Patel, His Excellency Kariappa C-Q
C, of India, the Universities Commission,
Prof Dr. Ripley, Miss Luke; Mr. Gofl5n, Dr.
Palmer, Dr. Muranjan and Dr. Mahajani.
The first two gentlemen did not come to
the College. 'On behalf of the Cotton College
Union Society an address of welcome was
presented to the Universities Commission,
Dr. Ripley’s learned lecture on Assams
fauna delivered under the auspices of the
Biolgical Society of Assam, and Dr. Palm*
er's Speech on the working, on a world
scale, of the different departments of the
U.N. E. S. C. 0. were highly instructive,
inspiring and< in one word, a treat.

The National Cadet Corps, and the Social
Service Section of the Cotton Collegehave
been doing useful work, a report of which
is to be found elsewhere.

We are sorry at the passing a#ay
of H. E- Sarojini Naida, the foremost
Indian woman, and H. E. Sir Akbar Hy*
dari, a popular Governor of Assam.

We welcome H. E. Shri Shri Prakasa
the new Governor of Assam.

. Last vyear our students did well in
the University Examinations. Several top
places in the University were secured by
our boys. Mr. Tarini Charan Vaisya from
our college stood first in the University
. A. Examination.

Dr. Debabrata Chatterjee of the Bo-
tany Deptt has returned after foreign
studies, but he has been appointed ~s»
tematic Botanist under the Central Giix;
vernment. We congratulate Dr. Chatterjee,

Prof, G.C. S. Barua the new Vice
President of the C.C.U.S, took very
keen interest in our affairs. We thank
him.






