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COTTON COLLEGE UNION SOCIETY, Executive Body 1972-73

Sitting :— (From L to R) Prof. H. K. Sarma (Member of Editorial Board), Prof. J. Bhatta (in-charge, foot-balt section)
Prof. C. Barthakur (r. c. gymnasium Section), Prof. T. Barkatoky (Vice-President Athletic Section), Principal A.
Jalil (President), Prof. K. Bora (Treasjrtr, Athletic Section), Prof. N. Sarma (i.e. Major games), Prof.-B. Baishya
(i. c. girls'common room)
Standing ; First Row(L to R) D. Baishya (Editor, the Cottonian) H. Saloi (Secy, Cultural Section), N. Sonowal (Secy. Foot-
ball Section), Prof. D. Barua (i. c. Social Service Section), Frof, R. Goswami (i. c. the Cottoniarr)," Prof. R. C.
. Tnakuria (i.e. Cultural Section), Mr.R. Kalita (O.A.) Miss R. Toyyebulla (Secy. Girls' Common Room), K.Chaliha
(Genoral, Secy.)
,S,ecQnd.;Ro,w Mahim, Tilak (Peon) S. Talukdar (Secy Boys' Common Room), N. Lekharu (Secy, Debating & Symposium),
A. Gogol (SecV. Mmor games), S. Borbora (Sbcy, Tennis Sectionj M. Dutta (Secy, Cricket Section) S. Saharia
CSecy. Social Service Swtions), lbraWm (P$on>



Cotton College Social Service Section, 1972-73
Group Photo of Participants of Social Service Camp held at Sipajhar ( Dakhin Chuburi Village)

Sitting  (From L. to R) Sarada Kumar Sahariah (Secy, Social Service Section), Prof. Ranjit Bhattacharjee M. Sc., Principal
Abdul JaMm, L.L.B., Prof. Dilip Baniah, M.A., (Prof. in-Charge, Social Service Section), Prof. Dilip
Choudhury, M.A.

Standing First Row (L to R) Shri Sambhu Tiwari (Cook), Sri Jyoti Deb Roy, Sri Abdul Khaleque, Sri Prabia Borah, Sri
Mujibur Rehman, Sri Sonaram Deka, Sri Yeshe Dorje Thongchi, Sri Dharani Baishya, Sri S. D. Barman.

Second Row ;—Sri Tilak Barratin (peon), Shri Bipin Kr. Barua, Sri Prasanta Barphukan, Shri Nishid Ranjan Deb, Sri
Traiiokya Sonowal, Sri Surjya Das, Sn Sunil Sarma, Sri Osman Gbani.

3rd Row  Sri Nanda Mahto (H<;jper;, Sri Bbi“"gawan Talukdar, Sri Pranab Kumar Khound, Sri Debango Khound, Sri
Manik Oas/Sri Gunajit Deb Goswmi and Sri Durlabh Phukan.
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THE DOLLAR PROBLEM

m~he present predicament of tlie Dollar has
attracted world-wide attention and the
international monetary wizards nie putting
their heads together to get the international
monetary system out of the present crisis.
The matter is serious not because the Dolhir
happens to be the currency of the U S.A,
a super-power, but because the Dollar is a
key currency. A key currency is one- which
is used as a means of paymeni in international
trade and commerce. The countries which
enter into trade relations with one another
can use the Dollar as a medium of exchange.
A country having a large holding of DolUU
enjoys command over that much worth of
goods and services in the international market.
For all practical purposes, the Dollar is an
infcrnational currency since it is jnternationally
accepted as a means to settle claims among
the trading partncis. Now, the loss of
confidence in the strength of such a currency
preates a panicky situation w'hcre the trading
countries nervously go about converting the
currency into gold. A *gold rush” then
grips the world money markets. The “gold

—Diiip Kumar Barua
Department of Economics.

rush” may conjure up the image of a Charlie
Chaplin but certainly when ihe rU-h is on,
the international monetary system js by no
means happy.

It is not that ihc Dollar is the only inter-
nationally liquid asset and that, therefore, a
Dollar probtem is equivalent to an inter-
national liqu'dity problem for in addition to
the Dollar, g=>d and the Pound Sterling are
also used as international means of payment.
The ciux of the prob’em of international
liquidity is, however, that while, on the one
hand, both the Dollar and the Pound Sterling
are gradually losing  their one-time high
reputation of a stable international currency,
the supply of gold, on the other hand, has
been less than the demand for gold which is
rising in view of the growing volume of world
trade and commerce.  The supply of gold
has appeared to be more inelastic than what
it actually is because the trading countries are
fast getting away from the Dollar and the
Pound. Sterling intensifying thereby the
demand for gold. Regarding gold output,
it is seen that in South Africa the output has



declined by 7% from 1971. In Canada, gold
output has fa/fen to iO'ne 2 million ounces.
In the U.S.A. it has some down to 3%. In
the world as a whole, the present output is
6'5% less than what it was in 1971. In view
of the declining gold production, stability in
the value of the Dcilar and of th3 Pound
Sterling has become a necessity.

Now, two questions that immedrafely
strike one’s mind are : 1) under what circums-
tances the Dollar rose to the status of an
international currency ? and 2) why has the
Dollar sulTered a set back recently ?

It was in the waf:e of the Great Depreiision
(1929-32) that the U.S. Dollar rose to the
height of an internatjona] currency. Jn those
days the world monetary s\stem was on the
gold Standard (i. e. a monetary system where
gold is the standard of wvalue) but the
Gold Standard could not wii.hstand the
bufTetings of the Great Depression which
gave such a shock to the Capitalist system
that the followers of Marx felt inclined to
believe that the days of C:ipitalisr,i were indeed
numbered. As the Gold St*indari broke down
the Capitalist countries found themselves in a
great disarray. With all its defects the Gold
Standard could maintain cerfain amount of
discipline and order in the world monetary
system. Now that the world went off the
Gold Standard, countries began to follow
their own policies regardless of the effects of
such policies on the world trade and com-
merce. In the process, corapstitive depre-
ciation and “’beggiir-my-neigj*bour” policies
came to dominate world trace and commerce.
It was precisely at this critical moment that
the International Monetary Fund was set up
and under its auspices the U. S. A. offered to
convert foreign holding of the Dollar into
gold at 35 per Oz Thus, ihe IMF replaced
the Gold Standard and the U. S. A. ergerged

Cot(onian

as the world’s banker. To say this is not to
say that the Dollar had completely replaced
gold as an international asset. As a matter
of fact, the Dollar, the Pound Sterling and
gold, and not gold alone, came to be treated
as internationally liquid asset. In other words,
the emergence of the Dollar and the Pound
Sterling as international a’ssets greatly reduced
the world’s dependence on gold although
the link with gold, a time-honoured asset, was
not completely snapped up.

Thi arrangement worked without much
difficulty for quite some time. It put on end
to economic warfare and succeeded in res-
toring order and discipline to the system.
By the 1960s, however, the cracks in the wall
were distinctly visible.  On the one hand, De
Gaulle’s France under the banner of the
European Common Market, wanted to
emerge as the riv.il of the -U. S. A. and, as
a part of ifs strategy to fulfil this ambition,
she beg8n to conw”rt, and encouraged, other
European countries to convert, Dollar holdings
into gold with a view to restoring the Gold
Standard and thereby displacing the U. S. A.
from the position it had come to attain.

On the other hand, the mighty economy
of the U. S. A. itself started showing signs of
exhaustion. Right from the year 1950, with
the solitary exception of 1957, down to the
present day, the U. S. economy has found
ilseif faced with a deficit in the balance of
payments. It is, indeed, a paradox that the
U, S. economy like a mariyr, should invite a
deficit in the balance of payments in order to
supply Dollars to the IMF and thereby in-
crease the stock of international liquidity.
The situation, however did not assume
alarming proportion till 1960 because the U. S.
short-term liabilities added upto about 18
billion and as against this the total assets
stood at 24 billion out ot which 18 billion



The Dollar Problem

were in the form of gold. In other words,
the U. S. Liabilities were adequately backed
up by gold i.e.. Dollars could be converted
into gold. But as time rolled on, the deficit
in the U. S. balance of payments swelled
and the resultant large-scale outflow of
gold from the U. S. A. to the Eurdpean
countries brought down the U. S. gold reserves
to a critical minimutn of 12 billion in the early
part of 1968. The storm that was gathering
momentum since the end of 1960 now began
to show itself in all its fury. The depleting
stock of gold raised its price and the Central
Banks of the European countries and the
private treaders in European Money Markets
started converting Dollars into gold on a
massive scale. Thus, began the “Gold Rush”
and the confidence in the Dollar began to
dwindle. In those throbbing days when the
corridors of the White House were alive with
the whisperings about a Dollar devaluation,
the heightened suspense only hastened the
process of conversion of Dollars into gold to
avoid losses that a devaluation would result.
While a deficit in the balance of payments
dogged the U. S. economy and affected
adversely the external value of the Dollar, the
huge military commitment of the U. S. in
Vietnam and elsewhere led to the fresh
injection of Dollars into the economy which
eroded the internal value of the Dollar.

3

Therefore, both externally, and internally the
Dollar ran into rough weather.

It was against this grim brckground that
President Nixon devalued the Dollar by 70
per cent and raised the price of gold by 8'57

per cent (to 38 from 35 per 0z.). It was not
the familiar “Nixon shock” this time ; the
devaluation was only expected. In the

consequent currency realignments, the value of
of the German Mark and the Japanese Yen
went up by 126 and 16’88 per cent against
the Dollar respectively. The effects of the
Dollar devaluation on the U. S. economy are
being closely watched. The strength of the
Dollar can be restored if the devaluation
increrses U.S. exports and expands employ-
ment opportunities in the U.S.A. At the
same time, the U.S. must avoid heavy military
involvement because such involvements do no
good either to international peace or to
international economy or to domestic economy
of the U.S.A.

Thus, the U.S. Dollar which rose to such a
height in 1964 has been eclipsed by gold, the
metal which it has tried to replace after the
Great Depresion. True it is that the world
monetary system run by the IMF is today
free from the shackles of gold but it is also
true that whenever the key currencies show
sings of instability, the last resort to gold will
only be a natural and rational step.



Status of English in India
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Introduction : Of the English language in
India ; its status in the Past and that of the
Present, it can be said that it isa “red herring
across the trail”, in every sense of that trite
phrase. The necessity of this language is
uncertain, its iniegrity in the anglo-Indian
form, is questionable and its utihty for the
futuie is hotly debated. To evaluate the
siatus of the English language in India ; in the
PHst as well as at Present, we must know how
the language exerted its influence in the
country and how it becomes popular among
the Indians.

The Entrance and imposition of English in

Jndia ; Before the (.oming of the English
language into India, the two important
janguages were very important. One of them

is Sanskrit and the other is Persian. For
about sixteen hundred years they were the
predominating  languages of this  sub-
continent.

The Sanskrit language was mainly a court
language and it was covering a thousand years
of our history. There is no doubt that this
language became the repository of the early
culture of India, and produced one of the

Sabindra Bhattacharya
3rd Yr. B.A.

most niagnificient literatures of the World.
Bit, by the coming of the Persian literature
through the Mohommedan invasion, Sanskrit
lost its patron and as such lost its former
status too. The Persian literature became
prominent in the country.

The Persian literature was covering a period
of Six hundred years. This language was held
in high esteem by the Mughal rulers of that
time. But the Hindus did not speak Persian.
So, this language remained scattered among a
small section of the people and mostly among
the Mughols. But the tremendous impetus
that was exerted in the country by the English
language is not surpassed by any language.

English is the third imortant and certainly
the most popular official language in India.
The Britishers brought it and was adopted by
them side by side with Persian. The atmos-
phere in which this language wes imposed is
worth recalling. In the first instance, it was
the “Minute of Indian Educaiion", of Lord
Macaulay—and that led English to be the
medium of instruction in the Britiih Indian
universities of India. Macaulay wrote—
"English is better worth knowing than Sanskrit
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or Arabic..wint Greek and Latin were to the
contemporaries of more and Aschain, our tongue
is to the people of India.. The language of the
western Europe civilised Russia. | cannot doubt
that they will dofor the Hindu what they have
donefor the tartar.”

Of course, such a comment was the
culmination of the kind of attitude, which the
John company had shown already in the end
of the eighteenth century in the school system
of India. In 1797 Charles Grant had said—
"To introduce the language of the conquerors
seems to be an obvious means of assimilating the
people to them."

But on the basis of Macaulay’s didum the
then Governor General, Lord William Bentink
made English the ‘via media’ of all education
either in the school, or in the university
standard. In this way, the English language
was promoted the official language of the
various departments of the Government of

India and as the language of the courts of
justice.

The Spreading of English language —

We see, that when the Britishers came to
India, English became a court language. But
its popularity was insignificant. In 1716,
institution for the training of teachers was
begun by Danish missionaries. Two charity
schools were opened in Madras for teaching
English and principles of the Christianity.

In 1818, a college was opened at Calcutta
to impart English to the Indians. The
Sirampur college was raised to the standard
of a university. In 1833 two schools were
opened to teach English ; one at Poona, and
the other at Bombay. The Elphistone college
also was started at Bombay in 1834.

Thus, when the *“East India Company”
started new commercial activity, new types
of banks and companies were established.

Lord Macaulay-Bentink’s despatch on March
7,1835 made English  via-media. Thus
English went on becoming popular and
popular.

The Status of English in India in the Past

Though the English language became so
popular within a short period of time, there
was always the strong handicap that the
English language taught in the British Indian
universities was merely a practical version of
the proper English language. The sole in-
tention of the English Government was the
production of clerks and officials among
Indians, who could speak and write good
English.  Spreading of Christianity and
British ideal were two important conditions in
this respect.

In the past, the beauties and elegance of
English literature was given to the students
at a later stage of curriculam, in a smail
amount such as one Shakespeare’s play, one
modern novel and a small anthology of
poems, for the B. A. degree. These books
were taught mainly by some persons, who
even could not follow themselves, with any
sensitivenss, the nuances of the imagery and
mataphor, contained in them. About the
Past English teaching system Mulk Raj Anand
finely opines in his brilliant essay. “The
English Language in India” He says;_
“Besides cram notes and question and answer
were made available in the examination system
imposed by the universities which waj con-
cerned to give information, rather than educa-
tion, and through which students often
vomitted out the all digested food which they
had swallowed in the eagerness to become B. A,
pass.”

Even some students reacted against such
routine of instruction and distinguished them-
selves by perspective understanding if they



were lucky enough to rtieet some genuine
English teacher from Cambridge or Oxford.

The whole process of the dissiraination of
English language however was encouraged
by the emergence in India of a number of
renascent men whb seized upon the real crisis
of English in India as a whole.

The most prominent among them was
Raja Ram Mohon Roy who v/as a genius and
even well versed in all the branches of Asian
classical language , like Sanskrit, Arabic and
Persian : as well as also classical Greek and
Latin and even in English language also.
Possessed of uncanny insight in to the eflfect
of the impact of the western civilization oa
that of the east, he self-consciously evolved
the theory of Synthesis of Asiatic and
European learning and showed the way him-
self, by acquiring a mastery on those aspects
of European culture, particularly of the
continental renaissance when it was not being
brought by the semi-literate British officials,
into India.

The deteriorating status of the first impetus
of English however, was brought to a guide
line by Raja Ram Mohon Roy and some of
his followers like Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar
and Rabindra Nath Tagore.

The translation of some of the most
important books of philosophy, science and
literature into Bengali language began, which
never since ended. The romantic ideals as
well as also the western ideas in writing were
adopted by many of the Indian writers of this
time. The popularity of the printing press
from its early inceptions by the British
promoted the spread of those translated
works. By the end of the nineteenth century
most of the books of the English original had
been rendered into Bengali. As soon as the
new generation began to taste the western
flavours in English literature, in their owe
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languages, they naturally tended to go to the
original sources. Thus the knowledge and
interest of the original source brought back
a reverence for the English language in the
minds of the people. The language, which
had naturally been despised as an imposition
became the second language of the Bengali

intelligensia. At the same time, as the
inhibiting forces of the British Raj were
exerting themselves on the faces of the

bureaucratic intelligensia, the Indian renai-
ssance was ako beginning to work itself in
the hearts of the people.

Apart from the impact of the English
language on the vernicular literatures and
cultures, this alien language began to be accep-
ted as the common language of the intelligent
circle in the wvarious linguistic groups of
India for the exchange of thoughts and ideas.
This was so, on the political platform. The
reason for this was, that the idea of the
Indian nationalism had been derived from
western liberals and radical thought that had
been brought into India through the English
language. The speeches of Edmund Burke,
the essay on liberty by John stuart Mill, the
brochures on the Rights of Man by Thomas
Paine had become the gospels among the
students of the British Indian Universities.
The adoption of the classics of British
Jurisprudence, both civil and criminal,
brought the western notions of Christian
morality and Roman law into the British
Parliamentary system. All the forms of
conventions connected with the struggle for
democracy, freedom of speech and opinion
became the models of the kind of Government
which the Indian educated classes aspired to.
The political consciousness of the Indian
intelligensia matured, the awareness of the
internal forms of the British Parliamentary
system and the struggle, through which the
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fundamental rights were now by the British
people, against the feudal lords. Quite a
few Indians proceeded to Britain to appeal
in the House of Commons to apply the same
democratic measures in India as Were being
applied in the British Isles.

A few Indians like Dadavai Naoroji and
S. Saklatvala, were elected to the British
Parliament and they put the case for Indian
freedom, in the most eloquent English langu-
age before the people of the world from the
the highest forum of British opinion.
of the Indian Students began compaigning
for the |Indian liberation in mellifluous
language before the English people. Some
of the Indian publicists began writing in the
English language.

So far as the vocal Indian intelligensia
was concerned, these processes seemed to enter
the subconscious upper layers of the Indian
educated class. The strong contact in between
the western and the eastern gave rise to
a mass consciousness in literature, politics
and in some other aspects. Even the illiterate
population began to use certain key words
in common perlance and quite a few hundred
of English words from Engh'sh vocabulary
entered into our languages and became an
inseparable part of it.

No amount of Chauvinism can disaprove
the deep and lasting effect which the English
language has had on in India in her various
fields of activities.

The influence of the English language in
the interior of the English educated Indian is
more difiicult to measure. In the field of
literature, strong revolution was passing on
Poetry is kinetic and hence it is impossible to
write verse, and yet the miracle happened. For
Monmohon Ghosh, an Indian student who
had been brought up in England, wrote with
genuine feeling, a few poems m the English

Many

language. Many Indians began to write in a
highly accomplished English prose, coloured
by the passionate Indian temparament and
with traditional Indian depth of philosophical
penetration and the natural fluency of
expression. The style was not the imitation
of the British mode's, but the vigorous Indian
English, enriched by new metaphors, a peculiar
nervour energy of the topics and redolent of
the native mides of feeling on a par with
Irish, Welsh or American English. Though
the English intelligensia did not want to accept
them,but when they came to notice, the mastery
of the Indian English writers over the English
language, the syntax and diction, the English
intelligensia accepted them and recognised
them as one of the important schools of
writing, authentic in its synthetic accent and
characteristic for the new lush imagery, it had
brought in to the pool of English literature.
The literature created by the Indians in English
is not inappropriate to describe as Indo~
Anglican” literature. Mr. George Sampson
includes Indian writers like Tagore, Monmohon
Ghosh and Sri Aurobinpo in his "Concise
Cambridge History of English Literature”.
and comments on their works in the section
devoted to “Anglo-Indian Literature”

Thus we may judge, that in the Past the
English language began to cover up all the
fields of activities of the Indian people. The
status of English in India speeded up to an
unprecedented height because of another
reason ; and that was in getting good jybs
and a respectable status in the society,
politics, literature, philosophy, trade and
commerce and all the scientific branches of
advance study were conducted through this
language. In the post independent years the
value of English, was very great and in some
respects the Indians could cope with most of
the brilliant English ofiScials of that time.



The English Language in Modern India :
After 1947 and up till now, the status of the
English language in India begins to
deteriorate. We do not want to evaluate
what this language has given us, because it is
too impossible to think that. The question—
what the English language has not given us ;
will be more precise and easier to tell.

The impact of the English language in
India is very varied, From industry to
commerce, literature to art and scientice, the
English language has given us a stupendous
position in the international fields of various
branches. W.ithin a short span of time we
are known as the citizens of a great country
and we have been loved and respected by
other nations. How could it have been
possible even if India had been remaining
in the cruel grip of the Persian or the Sanskrit
literature ? The Indian civilization, and its
greatness would have been remaining in total
obscurity if we could not get English as the
Lingua Franca of this sub-continent. The
importance of the English language in Indian
nationality is very important. "The Indan
University Commission” (1949) stressed the
importance of Englisd in the following words ;

"English however, must continue to be
studied. It is a language which is rich in
literature—humanistic scientific and technical.
If under sentimental urges we give up English,
we would cut ourselves off from the living
stream of ever growing knowledge. Unable to
have aecess to this knowledge, our standards of
scholership would fast deteriorate and our
participation in the world movements of thought
would becomt negligible. Its effects would be
disastrousfor our political life...... English is the
only means of preventing our isolationfrom the
world and we will act unwisely if we allow
ourselves to be enveloped in a dark curtain of
ignorance

Cottonian

It is a remarkable incident, that just from
1947 onward, the English language in India
faces a very hard time for existence. Advocates
of verniculars made stormy speeches to drive
out the English language out right from our
country.  They wanted the priority of the
verniculars at the school stage and trade and
administration.  Such thought gave rise to
anti-English agitation and for the formulation
of a new type of education for India various
commissions are organised. The Radha-
krishnan commission pleaded for  the
prominence due to the regional language and
thus fierce and bold steps have been taken
just to ward-off English from its position.

The educational step that was taken in 1937
was in favour of the regional languages
to make it the medium of instruction, at least
at the school level. This was the first practical
step, taken against the English language ; but
however, in many states, the study of English
remained compulsory. But apart from the
regional languages to be studied in various
provinces, many feel it necessary to have a
national language, of India. Certainly without
a national language in mfficial standard India
lacks behind the democratic ideals of other
nations. The cry was in favour of the Hindi
language, as because most of the population
of India speaks Hindi. But in “Tamilnad’ and
in some of the non-Hindi speaking states
this was opposed. When in 1965 Hindi was
made the state language fierce revolt broke
out in Tamilnadu sticking to their point that
no language other than English would be
accepted by them. The University commission
at last approached the regional languages of
various provinces and they were made com-
pulsory even at the university level—a period
of some years is given to English to remain
with it for a complete switch over of one to
the Other, Thus we see that varnicular takes
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the place of English even at the university
stage. In some universities again, English
was discarded. In some other universities it
remained an optional rather than compulsory
language. The ideals under the guidance of
which the regional languages were made the
medium of instruction in the university level
is really praiseworthy. But a great blind
patriotic feeling we were treasuring for the
influence of which we are going to discard
the English language forever. The neglect
towards English and the adieu we have bade
to it will mean something very disastrous in
future. English must remain as a "Lingua
Franca" of India. The passing through the
examination doors certainly not the proper
use of any language But our languages must
yield to us the same fruits as the English
language used to do in the Past.

The Hindi language is an unscientific and
underdevel >ped language, not even been
recognised in the international sphere.

Owing to the strong sympathy we have
shown to ourselves and total self-oblivion the
English language is ready to go from the midst
of us. But what English has given us, is
certainly stupendous. Our capacity compete
with any nation of the world in any field of
activities is certainly the dedication of the
English language. The residium of literary
appreciation in India, of the graces of English
literature during the last fifty years or so has
led the evolution of certain values of criticism.
And in other fields also Englsh brings about
a drastic change within a short span of time.
Moulana Azad once wrote—‘India can neglect
the study of English as a subject at the risk of
loss to themselves. | am convinced that in the
future as well the standard of teaching English

should be maintained at level as
possible.”

Own Comment: There is no gainsaying
the fact that India is becoming a great nation
with a great civilization with noble and great
men to be the greatest nation in future. But
all these are the fruit of learning English.

The status of the English language in our
age isnot at all satisfactory. The predomi-
nating position, which it had bten holding so
far is now lost. But the total abandonment
of this language and neglect means something
very serious for us. The after-effect of it is
yet to come to us. Without English, and after
a hundred years or so, we doubt wheather we
would not become the savages of long Past.
No doubt, for the prospect of Indian art,
literature, science and commerce English must
remain what i*

To help the students and thus to impart
reasonable education which is both helpful
and fruitful, we must greet regional languages.
But by the side of it English must remain as
a compulsory one. We do not have a national
language of ours own and as such English must
fuifill that demand. Shri C. Rajagopalachari
wrote in "'Swaraj".

"1f one side isformally against Hindi, and
the otherside equally firm for Hindi, the only
way out is English. Otherwise India will stand,
intellectually, emotionally and therefore politi-
cally divided, which no thinking people can
welcome.”

Let us look to the distant horizon of
this age and be prepared to uplift English as a
lingua-franca of India, just to gain the highest
position in the international sphere that the
world can afford to us,

a high



Prof. Anandeswar Sarma

Send me a fay of hope

That floats down the skies a million years

From a star a million-year old,

And light up eyes with the gleam of the eternal flame.

Give me a drop to quench my soul

That the oceans bore a thousand years

And formed a tiny crystal in the silver clouds

To sweet my lips with the nectar of the ancient ages.

Whisper to me 3 word of the men of old.

Their song and laughter, tales of love and sorrow
So that my being, disowned and disinherited
—A stranger to myself in an unknown world
May feel the kinship of ancient blood.



Tm , Tre Train
Prof. Anandeswar Sarma.

Time is a train
The queerest of its kind
That takes along
All that it can find—
On a fight-seeing tour
Of an infinite variety,
You and me,
The friend and the enemy.
All the nouns in grammer,
Abstract, concrete, countable, uncountable.
Truth and teeth, fame and fables,
Love and luck, night and mirth,
Lasses and lice and ministers and mice,
All and sundry
Both you and me
The friend and the enemy
Must make the journey
Obligatory but free
On this train of the most ancient vintage
That runs every second from every station known
To a destination unknown.
— X —



—Sekhar Sen Gupta
R A. &d year

This flesh bodied forth your body

Now mute !

Hair-raising observation taught it;

The sap of life is in self degradation
Struggle ends in prayer

Of the last surrender.

Did he hope for resurrection ?

He had the beads in his right hand

The left one covered his heart

And this miraculous eyes.

Look ! the royal procession to the gate
How calm, quiet and indiiferent

Have patience this flesh devoured up by fire
SprekEids its wings in the void

Anchors it in Him : in his half hearted consciousness.
Look ! the flame flares high

Your glorious indebtedness exhausted
Leaving you his reflection.
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Origin Of Map And Maps In Ancient India

Prof.

ap is an art of drawing the earth’s surface

M in whole or part to scale on a plane
surface. In other words, it is a picture of the
earth showing the location of places and
distribution of natural & cultural phenomena
The term “Map” is taken from “Mappa”,
means a sheet or a piece of cloth. This word
was first used by Monk Mick’g for “Mappa
mundi” (Map of the world in the Medieval).
The History of map making is older than
history itself. The art of map making ante-
dates the art of writing. In pre-historic age,
primitive peaple carry maps of local areas
in mind. With the help of these mental maps,
they can go for hunting, food gathering, and
bussiness trips. In the past ages, primitive
people, with the help of a stick draw sketches
of roads and other locations of their territories
on the ground, on Walls of the caves with
stones, in wood, animal skins and maps with
animal bones. The primitve people like the
Eskimoes of the arctic, the Bedowines of
Arabian Desert, Egyptians, Babilonians, and
Chinese prepared sketches of their territories.
In the pre-historic age, people had limited
idea beyond their own territory. The
Bebilonians were the first who gave a clear
idea about the shape & size of the earth as a

Ranjan Saikia.

whole. They believed the earth to be flat and
circular, surrounded by sea & heavens.

With the passage of time mental maps
proved to be inediquate because the horizons
of the world expanded beyond the individual
territory. Gradually the whole of the earth
reached such a stage that man was rather
forced to keep records of their experiences.

There is an interesting story about the first
map drawn on a sheet of paper. There was
a semi-nomadic merchant named Bachara in
the Sahara desert region. He used to travel
to a bay of the medeterranean ocean, where
he meets the Greek merchants and exchange
goods. One day Bachara, the merchant, asked
his son Ahaba to go for business. But Ahaba
did not know the path of his journey. So,
his father prepared a model on ground to
show the route. W.ith the help of the model,
Bachara directed his son to move with the
rising sun towards east along the route.
Ahaba was very intelligent. He quickly
prepared a sketch of the model on Goat skin
water bag loaded on camel back. With
the help of this sketch map he reached the
bay and delivered goods to the Greek
merchant. After the business dealings the
Greek merchant noticed the sketch map



drawn on water bag. Ahaba explained him
the purpose of the sketch. The greek
merchant immediately prepared a sketch of
that on a sheet of paper. During the next
business trip, the Greek merchant with the
help of this map travelled towards west from
the bay and reached Bachara’s place. The
sketch of the Greek merchant gave the first
idea of making maps on paper.

MAPS IN ANCIENT INDIA :

The ancient Indians had a Very advanced
knowledge about the Universe and the Earth.
The basic foundation of this knowledge was
laid during the vedic period. In some of the
classical literatures of India e.g. Veda the
Puranas, and the Mahavaratf*, gives the
description of the land mass. The works of
great astronomers, Arya Bhatta,Baraha-Mihira
Bhaskara are of great importance. Greek
scholers like Eratosthenes, strabo, and Ptolemy
praised the ancient Indians for their correct
knowledge about their country.

Although there are descriptions about the
evidences of Indian maps in ancient Indian
literatures, no such direct evidences or clear
reference about making maps in ancient India
are available.

The archaeological finds unearthed in
different parts of the country have not thrown
any light in this direction.

Cottoniali

According to the ancient literatures, the
whole world was divided into seven dwipas or

regions. They are, Puskara dwipa, Jambu
dwipa, Saka dwipa, Kusa dwipa, Krawka
dwipa, Salmali dwipa and Plaksa dwipa.

India was known as Jambu dwipa, which has
been described as one of the four great
continents. During the age of Mahavarata,
the southern waters were considered to be salty
and northern ones to be Milky. Prior to that
all the occans were considered to be salty.
In the Mahavarata times, the shape of India
has been described as an equilateral triangle.
The Great astronomer Baraha Mihira, divided
India into Nava-Khandas (Nine divisions)
Panchaia at the centre, Magadha to the east,
Kalinga to the south east, Avanta to the south,
mAnarta to the south west, Sindhu to the west,
Harahaura to the north west, Madra to the
North, Kundila to the North east.

The descriptions of Indian literatures prove
that the ancient travellers visited Europe,
Russia and other parts of the old world. But
non of them have been recorded in the form
of maps. It is possible that even if such
records were there, they could not survive the
ravages of time. Therefore it is a challange
to the Geographers of the country to rrace out
origin of maps in India.



The Indian Economy-
Where It Stanas ?

Ranjit Bartbaknr
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phe Prospects of the Indian economy are

far from pleasing. The scene is dete-

riorating because of an inexorable price spiral,

severe shortages of key raw materials aad a fall
in the growth rate of industrial output.

In the sphere of agriculture there are signs
of expansion but there again improvement is
being confined mainly to food grains. The
Performance of cash crops and pulses have
been uneven and generally disappointing.

It is quite true that bumper harvests had made
the food supply very comfortable but since
nature had a big handintoittherecan.be
no room for complacency particularly because
during the last two years the Production of
food has not reached the required targets and
once again we are with our begging bowls,
begging for food. Imports are around 6;5
million tonnes accoording to the latest

“official” figures stated in June 1973.
INDUSTRIAL GROWTH *
Despite the somewhat

general improve-

ment in agriculture, liberalised imports and
larger financial assistance from term lending
institutions, there has been a steep decline in
the rate of industrial growth. The figure for
the first Six months of 1972 is placed around
barely 1% against 45% in 1970. 7*1% in
1969 and 8% to 10% envisaged in the fourth
Plan.

Official explanation that the index of indus-
trial Production does not portray the correct
picture because of the excessive weightage given
to certain industries and exclusion of the
small scale industries sector can hardly
provide little consolation when important
basic and capital goods industries have recor-
ded absolute declines. Particularly disturbing
is the confirmed bad performance of the steel
sector which in turn affects several industries.

Severe shortage of raw materials, labour
unrest—over 18 million mandays were lost
in 1970—and the failure to keep up Public
investment resulting in a fall in demand for
industrial products which depend on public
sector organisations and government depart-
ments like railways, irrigation and power, have
contributed to the decline of industrial
production. Yet another contributory factor
has been the Government’s inability to take
timely decisions.

With the adoption of a “Socialistic Pattern
of Society”, the Government is rather careful
'son investments; Restrictions, licencing etc.
have become a permanent feature hindering
private sector investment. This has obviously
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led to a steep decline in Private sector invest-
ments and the public sector has assumed
commanding heights only to expose its
inefficiency and mismanagement to public
gaze. In 1970-71 these undertakings with a
massive investment of about Rs, 4,500 crores
yielded a return of only 1'3%.

An efficient performance of the public
sector enterprises is crucial for the Govern-
ments overall development effort. For the
extent of buoyancy that can be added to the
economy each year will be largely related to
the ability of the public sector to implement
the plan prospects.

What ails the public sector enterprises is
to well known by now, the only thing is to go
into the matter with all economic soundness
instead of adding a political colour and again
messing up affairs—making confusion worse
confounded.

INFLATION, UNEMPLOYMENT :

In the course of one year upto may 1973
prices in India were reported to have risen by
nearly 20%—the group mostly affected being
food articles. The index number of wholesale
prices which stood at 192'2 (base 1962=100)
on may 6, 1972 has gone upto 228.3 by may 5,
1973. According to the critics of the Govern-
ment the present situation has been brought
about by (a) large scale deficit financing in the
first few weeks after the financial year, as
indicated by the massive increase in bank
credit made available to the Government by
the R.B.I and rise in money supply with the
public without a corresponding increase in
production.

(b) lack of guts, clanity and determination
to go on operating.

(c) Permitting a parallel
economy to go on operating.

(d) The dubious success of the green
revolution.

black money
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(e) Lack of seriousness among politicians

up to chief minister level as also among
bureaucrats to implement the declared policies
of the Government officials, big business and
politicians anxious to maintain the status
quo.

One of the most disquitening aspect of
the economy is unemployment. The magnitude
of unemployment is already so great and the
nte at which it is increasing so rapidly that if
nothing is done soon enough,it will eat into the
vitals of our nation and cause a collapse of the
body politic. This calls for a more thoughtful
policy to check growth of population and
creation of more employment opportunities.

The Bhagawati Commission appointed in
1970 to look into the questions of unemploy-
ment has made the following recommendations
among others: (i) Provision in the plans
for special employment generating schemes
even if the money has to be found by levying
a special cess, (ii) Stoppage of overtime
working and more recruitment, (iii) Un-
employment Insurance. (iv) Setting up a
national commission for unemployment,
(v) Vocationalising education and (vi) En-
couragement of labour intensive industries.

Inflationary ~ pressures superimposed on
growing  unemployment have  generated
tensions which have distrubed the atmosphere
of industrial peace that holds the key to
production.

DEFICIT FINANCING : While shortages
of consumption goods, heavy incidence of
excise lev'es and lack of economic discipline
have given a big push to prices, itis the
massive deficit financing and the increase in
money supply reasulting mainly from ua-
controlled expenditure which have provided
main inflationary fuel.

The rate of increase in money Supply
during the year ended in June 1971 workout



The Indian Economy-Where IJ Stands

to 12-3% against 9*8% in 1969-73. The
main expansionary factor has been net bank
credit to the Government which showed a
phenomenal rise of Rs. 924 crores during
1970-71, reflecting a growing imbalance in
the budgetary aparatus, the imbalance has
been particularly marked in the each State

Governments. Acording to figures released
by the R. B.l. in May 1973, in the course
of the month ended 21st April. Money

supply had increased by Rs. 374. The infla-
tionary impact of that was reflected in the
wholesale price index for that period rising
from 218-8 to 223'2.

Plan achievements have been extremely
poor and much below expectations. The
R.B.1.’S, timely working and stepping up of
the bank rate are measure that will no doubt
save the deteriorating situation to a certain
extent, but unless our politicians give up this
juggling and do .something absolutely corcrete
the Indian economy is heading towards
catastrophe.

ROLE OF SAVINGS: The country’s
economic growth depends on the savings of
its community and not on its borrowings.
Savings productively invested generates more
savings and it is this virtuous spiral which
makes for growth.
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While providing for a substantial step-up
in plan out-lays in order to impart the
necessary thrust to developmental activlites it
has been concerned mainly with measures for
moving nearer to the social objectives
reducing regional disparities and bringing
about an egalitarean society.

The present situation calls for a further
mobilisation of resources phasing out of very
long gestation investments and a more
determined and imaginative approach to boost
production all round.

This need not imply any relasation in the
Governments radical Posture. Nobody is
opposed to meaningful expansion of Public
Sector, and Social Welfare is now recognised
as a basic ingredient of economic growth.

But it is not possible to bring about
economic growth through legislation and
political gummikery. It can only be achieved
the hand way. Discipline and handwork on
prerequisite of economic growth. If only the
Government could give up the tendency to
make every economic issue a matter of
Political discussion instead of private business
relationships, it would go along way towards
jmproving the economic climate.



The Generation Gap :

One old man in eonversation
“l do not know where my son
is heading to. | have seen him several times
in company of girls. Once | caught him
redhanded reading a dirty book named
‘Sex and the adolscent.” Can he maintain
his character like this? He is sure to lose
virtue sooner or later.”

Scene 11: Inthe U.S.A. there is a divorce
every 1 minutes; one out of every 10 births
is illegitimate ; more than 1500 young people
are infected with V. D. every day ; over a
million women resort to illegitimate abortions
every year and sex crimes are sky rocketing
5 times the rate of the population. : News-
report.

Scene 111: A group of American students
has launched a sattelite into the earth’s orbit.
The entire mission is organised by the students
themselves and the technical side of the
mission will be handled by the students
with some assistance by their professors who
are themselves associated with the NASA :
Newsreport.

Scene IV : The ten year old Thanom
Kittikcharan regime was overthrown in the
wake of a bloody series of student demonstra-
tions. Prime minister Thanom Kittikacharan,
his son col. Narong Kittikacharan and

Scene | :
with another :

VTythand reality.

Ananta Sarma
3rd year B.Sc,

Deputy Prime Minister Praphas Charusathun
fled into exile. A care taker Government of
Pharmasakti was sworn in. Newsreport

The aforesaid four events suggest the
difference between the ideas, actions and social
values of two subsequent generations of
human society. Astime rolls on, new
concepts, ideas and achievements are bound
to come to human society as a process of
evolution. Though these differences between
two subsequent generations may seem to be
immaterial to people in the distant future,
they stir up a great deal of controversy
between the members of two consecutive gene-
rations living in the same society. In the
nineties also, social values and institutions,
moral concepts and standards and conse
quently human achievements had undergone
great mutations through the atomic age, jet
age and finally the space age. Today words
like “Generation gap” and slogans like “Beat
generation” are  very much in the air. But
in which respects is the present new generation
different from the old one ? Is the present
new generation going to revolutionise the
social values, institutions and moral standards
and make a milestone of somethig new and
different in the course of human history ? Or,
in short, how new is the new generation ?
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These ar6 the questions to which answers
would be sought in this article. But in doing
so, our discussion would be confined to the
Indian scene only.

Before going on with our discussion, we
must first define the New Generation. But
rightly speaking, any definition of the New
Generation is bound to be ambiguous. In
case of India, however, we may historically
definejthe New Generation as the ‘youth born
after independence’.

As independence gave a new Lease of
events in India, rapid and vast changes surged
up in the sociat barometer. The construction
of the network of “modern temples” coupled
with the spread of anglicized education and
the awakening of social consciousness have
contributed considerably to the dissolution of
old norms of behaviour and many institutiona-
lised ideas. Since the youth born after
freedom is affected most by the change, they
have been somewhat shaken out of the old
order. Moreover since they were born in the
age of science and technology, they are more
intelligent than the older ones. The modern
youth in India thus finds himself as the
operational part of a society which faces an
unprecedented challange for its existence from
science and technology operating in India
as a promoter of the process of develop-
ment.

The reflected generation
apparent mainly in three cases e.g. new
dresses and styles and new norms of
behaviour, greater permissivity and a wider
and greater awakening of social consciousness.
Naturally these changes are varied and
different among the youths of different places
and social echeleons. For example, the
generation gap that is now existing in the west
is different in nature and magnitude from
that existing in India. In India also the

gap is today
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generation gap existing in different social
strata is not the same either in magnitude or
nature.

When we think of the generation gap, what
usually comes to our mind is youths with
long hair wearing blue jeans and printed
shirts and with eyes intoxicated with drugs.
Indeed only a few of those who practise and
those who criticise these things understand
that long hair, drugs and fashionable dresses
constitute only a smokescreen that is blurring
the real elements of the generation gap. The
real instinct that goads the youth to succumb
to these things is something different from
that causing the generation gap. Neverthe-
less these things need to be analysed broadly
as the modern youth seems too prone to them.

As we all know, long hair, drugs and
untidiness or, in short, the domesticated
hippi-cutt is the product of the western
civilisation. Being fed up with the nerve-
racking tensions of a cosumer society, to
protest against the unbriddled affluence that
has set in society, the western youth threw
off old norms of behaviour and moral and
social values and is steadily entering into
their own escapist world of drugs, free sex

and bohemian way of life. This escapist
world of the youth is, of course, itself a
symptom of the decadence of the affluent

western consumer society. Thus the western
youth is suffering from masochism and a state
of chaotic ideas because of the general social
malaise caused by the older ones.

As a result of anglicized education, the
Indian youth adopted these western forms
though they have no relevance- to the Indian
conditions. The new western forms as regards
dresses and styles and drugs adopted by the
Indian youths should not in any case, be taken
as a form of protest against the ills of the
modern Indian society. Because the same
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forms of protest that the Western youth
evolved against the afflictions imposed by a
highly developed consumer society created by
the older ones, can not be adopted in India
for the same purpose as the ills of our poor
society are Dbasically different from those
of the highly developed western consumer
society. In fact, the modern Indian youth
does not go for new dresses and styles for
any specific reason. These things are simply
bound to come because of the change of time
and there is nothing objectionable in it. What
really matters is that modern dresses and
styles do not reflect any one of the basic
forces of the generation gap. There should
be no mistake about it. But now-a-days
people—both from the new generation and the
older ones make much ado about new dresses
and styles while discussing the generation
gap. This is one of the greatest myths
surrounding the generation gap. No one
can become a member of the new generation
without breaking away with the traditional
values and ideas. How far are the Indian youths
assimilating new ideas and wvalues ? This
is a big question to which ansv/er must be
sought to get a real picture of the generation
gap in India. In this context we must at first
analyse the case of the village youths who in
their teeming millions, by and large, do not
receive anglicized education.

With the settinge up of industrial complexes
after independence and modernisation of mass
communication to a comparatively significant
extent, the rural areas have been shaken out
of their original torpor and complacence. As
usual the youth felt the direct impact of the
change. A great exodus of village youths
is now taking place to the industrial and
urban areas because life no longer allows
them to spend time grazing cows, gossiping
or employing themselves in farming and day-
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labour. Consequently they are now working
here and there in the industrial areas or in
any field of the urban life. The village youths
thus find themselves caught in the process
of adjustment in an urban milieu which has
many more facets than the good old village
life. Invaded by the continuous tide of ideas,
information and knowledge pouring out of
various media of mass communication, they
find it imposible to stick to rural norms.
In fact they begin to question many old rural
traditions in their deeds and consequently the
indigeneous rural social system is now
begining to crumble slowly and steadily.
For example, the grip of the gurus and priests
is now slowly loosening over them. They
no longer hold the caste-system as jealously
as their elders. The tilling youths, no longer
content with the existing system of land-tenure,
now refuse to be exploited by the land-lords.
Thus the village youth is now more socially
conscious and less orthodox and comparatively
less superstituous. Even though the village
youth is still in the grip of a good many super-
stitions and many traditions still die hard
among them because of widespread illiteracy
and ignorance, the extent to which he had
liberated himself from the traditional society
is really significant in a poor country of mass
illiteracy.

The urban and semi-urban young men
being more susceptible to influences which are
brought to bear upon them by different forms
of mass media and anglicised education, are
drifting away from the older generation in a
queer way. They now no longer respect the
old order but they lack the stirring conscious-
ness to revolt against them. For example,
they may not basically belive in caste-system
or be free from communal prejudices but
still observe or even perform many things
that indirectly support the caste-system or
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spread communal feelings. Of course the
bonds of communal and caste difference are
disintegrating today and things like inter-
caste or inter-community marriages have
become more frequent. Nevertheless, there
is still a surprisingly large number of Indian
youths, especially in the Hindi-speaking belt,
who stick as steadfastly to the old social order
as their elders. 1 know many young men who
have as many superstitious ideas as their
grandfathers. Of course, they now look upon
those superstitious ideas in a new light and
even have evolved various ways to adjust them
to their so-called modern mentality. | am some
times amused and sometimes baflBed at my
friends even practising numerology, grapho-
logy and palmistry. Whenever | see these
things what comes to my mind is the thought
of a man wearing a decent and well-tailored
evening suit on dirty underwears.

The new generation is expected to fight
hypocrisy of the older generation. The older
generation all over the globe has been slan-
dered by the youths for hypocrisy. Indeed
the older generation in India has outclassed
its counterpart in the matter of degeneration
and hypocrisy. Paradoxially enough, a
signiticantly large section of this generation
bravely fought the battle for freedom with
signgular dedication and capacity for sacrifice
of legendary dimensions. Surprisingly, soon
after freedom was achieved the edifying
spirit of this generation was fading out.
Even persons like Jayaprakash Narayan and
Minoo Masani who once were the revolu-
tionary heroes of the Indian youths began to
compromise and temporise and eventually
metamophosed into political has-beens.
Other lesser personalities, through a strange
alchemy, soon indulged themselves in power
politics and concealed hunt of the carnal or in
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the rat-race for quotas, permits and licences.

But what has the new generation done in
protest against the misdeeds of the older
generation to display their higher sense of
social consciousness ?

What potentiality the new generation
possesses to influence the socio-political life of
a country becomes clear when we recall the
efftct of the revolt of the French students
on the erstwhile de Gaule regime or that ofthe
Indonesian students on the erstwhile Sukarno
regime or the recent role of students in over-
throwing the Kittikacharan Govt, in Thailand.

But the youths in India have so far failed
to live up to a greater sense of social .respon-
sibilitiy. The various youth-movements that
are frequently stirred up in different parts of
India today, are limited in one sense or the
other. Their movements are mainly confincd
to air their collective grievances. They arc
launched at best for some regional issue and
at worst for some petty issue that has nothing
to do with the society at large To understand
this very nature of the Indian student move-
ments of toduy one has only to recall the
agitation of the Punjub students sometime
ago over the increase of entertainment taxes
which had made it costlier for the students to
go to movies. We can as well recall the
movement of the students of Aligarh Muslim
University to resist an Act of the Parliament
which basically sought to reform the said Uni-
versity in a secular way. In India today party
politics is dominating the campus in the most
nefarious way. Instead of the students
influencing political parties to act in the wider
national interest, various sections of the student
bodies are dancing to the tune of the nefarious
game of political parties. Student leaders are
hankering after power like their elders in party
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politics either in veiled or naked way. They
usually gloss over a malpractice on the part
of the head of their institution when he
recruits teachers or lecturers from his own
caste but if the apointee happpens to be from
another region not speaking their language,
they readily launch an agitation. This shody
state of affairs do not give a bright picture

of the Indian students. Sometimes it is
argued that this  disorderly state  of
affairs is mainly due to the prospcct of
unemployment facing the future of the
students. But then why  does the
student community not make a concerted
agitational effort to make their education
mainly imployment oriented ?  Why
does it not throw all its weight behind

an agitation to check the price line? Only
by fighting for the interests of the community
at large it can best serve its own interest.

There is a tendency on the part of the new
generation to look upon itselt as the privileged
class. Realising their potentiality to make
society care for them, youths usually vulgurly
display their new norms of behaviour. Once
| happened to travel in a bus with a large group
of students. One elderly gentleman and his
young daughter happened to sit in the midst
of the group of students. The young men
freely smoked in the bus all the way long
causing much inconvenience to the elderly
gentlman and his daughter and passing obsccne
remarks about the poor young girl. The old
gentleman as well as the passengers did not
dare utter a word in protest. This reminded
me of a little story | read somwhere. A young
man once rushed from a prison into the street,
shouting the glory of his new-found freedom.
Waving his hands =wildly, he happened to hit
an elderly gentleman on the nose. The gentle-
man said, “Look here, young man, your
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liberty is d wonderful thing in its place but
remember that it ends where my nose begins.”
The new generation has to distinguish between
the two kinds of freedom, (1) the false where
a man is free to do what he likes and (2) the
true where a man is free to do what he
might,—to make the generation gap worth
the name.

The generation gap today perhaps most
prominently manifests itself in the attitudes
of the two generations towards sex. The
modern youth today finds it most irritating to
abide by the restraints imposed by the society
which stifle his primary and natural urge
germane to his age, namely to mix with the
opposite sex and therefore revolted against
them in  many ways. The confrontation
between an old generation and the modern
jet age has produced what can be termed, as a
state of flux of new values regarding sex.
Modern youths today discuss sex as freely
among themselves as other ordinary things.
They do not find it shameful or sinful as their
ciders. But in India, in the absence of proper
sex education as in the west, youths usually
get half-truths and misinformations about
sex. The old traditional notion of parents
is to keep their children pure and innocent
through ignorance and they hold that instinct
would automatically teach their children later
on in adult life. But it never does humans
have to be taught. As a member of the student
community, | have found that a significant
part of what students talk everyday is
dominated by sex and yet few of them really
have true information and healthy ideas about
sex. The result is that they are today readily
exposed to the exploitation by wvulgur display
of sex in cheap movies and blue literature of
dirty sex. This situation can best be averted
by introducing sex education in a scientific
and ethical way.
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It is however a universal truth that adven- body. If properly channalled, this undying
ture is alwyas therein the young blood ; the spirit could be utilised in constructive work
young mind always tries to do something instead of wasting it in potting, dressing,
new and be the focus of attention of every- movies or the ostentation of mere novel ideas-

With my own ashes, | thought,
shall be written my parent’s name,
The compost of my body, | thought, will
fertilize Future’s dreamflelds.

But | did not know
I am the sole parent of mine,
And I am my only child.

Now, just now, | put me aflame, ablaze...
In the light of which
| see the shadow
of my pyre, my parent;

B”th Pangs Ofthe Phoenix In the ‘coolness’ of the flames
| feel the warmth of my child’s blood.
Prof: Navakanta Baroa | am born.
I am born.

Now, just now | set me aflame
burning my ancient wings
which only beat the wind
and roused titters of ridicule, or
a sympathetic sigh.

Translated from the Original by the poet.

My sapless backbone, a thousand years old,
from which sprang many a branching
fragile ribs—Is burning !

It’s a thrill to see my heart burning
—the heart beating time to or eternal
stap watch present.

I’ve burnt my wisdom that lay buried
in the static egotistic fat;

I’ve burnt my insipid seminal fluid
in a suicidal ecstasy !



t would have been one of the most glorious

moment of my life but for Sulochona. Her
presence at that time had changed the whole
situation. | might have wept in the court
even amidst the crowd but for the fact that
I was stunned for the brief minutes during
which our conversation had taken place. To
admit truely, 1 had lost the power of realising
the situation then and when | did decide to
say something Sulochona was already out of
my sight.

Indeed, it would be sheer madness to
espect her here in my sophisticated bar room
pow. Four long hours have passed. It is now

8 oclock of a cold December evening. | have
already finished half of the Blue Vat whisky

drinking all raw. Whisky, it is believed,
gives a great deal of self confidence. But I
am sure it will fail today in my case. The

whole thing has shaken me so very badly

that nov? | see hell everywhere, in every
damin thing.
When | was first informed that | was to

act as the chief government attorney for the
case of Narayan Ghatowar versus the State,
did I ever expect anything as such. Ghatowar’s
case had already recieved a great degree of
publicity and 1 a young lawyer of 35, young.
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dashing, dynamic and all that the papers
spoke of me, was to put an end to Narayan
Ghatowar, described by the Police as the
public enemy no 1, at present, a terrorist to
the backbone. | was simply thrilled.

| had deep faith in my ability ever since
the dags in college for this self-confidence had
never betrayed me, except prehaps in the case
of Sulocbona. | was sure my self confidence
would not betray me in Ghatowar’s case and
it really did not.

Step by Step, with accurate -and cever
arguments supported by strong evidences I
could prove all the major charges against the
convict. | had many evideneces bearing
testimony to my charges against Ghatowar
charging him of dacoity in many places and of
murdering Pddmabhusan Girdharila Murlidhar,
the reknowned industrialist of the country.

What interested me in Ghatowafs case was
the presence of a diary found with him at the
time of this arrest which was placed as an
evidence to prove his murder charge. Many
of his mischievious activites are clearly
wreitten in his diary. On the 20th june, the
day when Murlidhar was murdered, is written-
‘Enemy no 3, Murlidhar has gone to hell.
Beware Congrats ! Poor gky, little did he
know that a diary where he used to congra-
tutate himself would one day form the basis
for his execution ‘—death by hanging’. Was
it ignorance that he had to write such things
in his diary ? Does not a rule of the outlaws
forbid them to use such things ? | was sorry
if it was ignorance but was happy for the
luxury or ignorance whatever it may be. But
for this, Narayan Ghatowar would have been
alive and kicking with his terrorising plans
creating tragedy everywhere. The reputation
of the man, his cruelty had hurt me highly
and that is why was more than happy when
I finally succeeded in finishing him,
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How ever, | will be doing injustice to the man
if | donot confess that somehow or other the
man had won my silent admiration during our
meetings in the court. His high selfconfi-
dence while answering my questions was
evident from the way he smiled at me. My
ego was hurt. | wanted to get angry but he had
a majestic appearance, a man of high personality
and | had to admire him. Even when he
was told that he was sentenced to death he
stemed least concerned and was still smiling
quite happily. Time and again he would
speak of his mission in an excited tone and
would go on condemning the -capitalist
exploitation, their hellish administrative set
up, their funny sense of justice. His speeches
time and again made me nervous. Indeed,
he was a good man driven mad by the foolish
utopian ideologies | After the announcement of
the Judge’s verdict he commented that he had
never expected anything better than the present
judgement and declared that he had patience
enough to go through the farce. And then,
when a group of armed pusonnd was taking
him out of the convict box with his handcuffed
hands he was giving a farewell gesture to
someone at the back benches. My attention was
drawn. It was a smiling face of a lady waving
her hant with strength. With my back to the
audience bench and with my usual damn care
attitude the lady never cauhgt my notice. But
a glance at her face, | was sure it was none
other than Sulochana. My eyes can never
mistake this girl. Never in my life can | forget
Sulochana.

Seeing Sulochana was not altogether an
unexpected affair for me. Being extra imagi-
native ever since my childhood | had develo-
ped a strong habit of day dreaming linking
all sorts of wild thoughts with one another.
This luxury of my college days have remai-
ned with me even today and is in fact of greaj



help to me at times. For, many of my
wild speculations about my criminal cases fit
into reality making my deductions fantastically
true.

While going through the diary of Ghatowar
I had come across a name Rutni in his diary.
Rumi was Ghatowar’s wife “and comrade. A
reading of the diary placed before me a girl,
0 ‘sorry’ a lady named Rumi Ghatowar as a
highly active worker of Ghatowar’ organisation.

Long fifteen years have passed now. But
1 did embark wupon a wild day dream of
linking this Rumi with my Sulochona of college
days just for sake of being with her for a
few minitules here in Calcutta, hundreds of
miles otf from Gauhati. Rumi was a dear,
yery dear name to me. It was Sulochona’s
pet name. But 0, God, how terribly this
damn day dream has also become true !

I was a twenty year old final year student
in a college in Gauhati. Our classes had
just started. A fresher's social was held to
welcome the new entrants to the college.
The programme of the social included a ge-
neral meeting where the senior students
welcome the freshers and | was an indispern-
able part of the meetings of the college
at that time. Highly spirited with a true re-
volutionary current of blood in my veins |
delivered my terrific speeches in the meetings
which left the audience spell bound. Just
after | finished one such burning speech in
that meeting, my cousin Bonti told me that
a girl named Sulochona, a friend of her,
was highly impressed by my speech and was
anxious to get introduced to me. A formal
introduction had to take place.

Sulochona was also a third year arts stu-
dent like me and she, too, had the combina-
tion which | had, honours in English. She
had come to our college that year following

her father’s transfer from Shjllong, Pays
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passed on but our relationship had progressed
little. Except for a few occasional ‘how are you

with your studies’ we used to talk little. But
from my cousin | started knowing more
and more about the girl of whom
my cousin Bonti spoke  sponteneously
before me always adding that
Sulochona admires me highly. 1 was not
worried. My reputation in the college, my

handsome and smart look, my dominating
personality had already established my position
as an ‘image of the college’ as many had
nicknamed me. | was simply amused. Sulo-
chona’s case was also similar source of amu-
sement. But what started worrying me was
that, soon, | also started admiring this girl
from Shillong. | had confessed openly before
my friends that her cool face with her
spectacles had impressed me highly. Her
‘always concerned with studies’ attitude jn the
college had forced me to declare
as the “ideal ©* girl of the college
and so on. Soon | discovered that by
a funny coincidence a very good friend of
mine was a cousin of hers and | started getting
more information about her from her cousin
who was a friend of mine and my cousin,
a friend of her. She too, must have learnt a lot
about me from the same sources. Thus in the
most funny manner, we came to know each
other very well but in our outward expre-
ssion we betrayed our real feelings and
continued our formal relationship—an occa-
sional ‘hello’ now and then’. As the final year
went on marching to its end, our admira-
tion increased more and more. The more she
read me, more was she attracted to my ideals
as my cousin and friend told me. In fact, she
had modelled herself most perfectly on my
ideals declared in meeting, get togethers and
what she heard through the other two sources
—I1 was informed.

her



The Call From The Wild

This was however all time admiration, on
my part at that time. At least I thought it to
be so, for time and again, when my friend,
her cousin asked me to honestly confess if
I had loved the girl, | always answered in the
negative. Love was perhaps too narrow a word
to my revolutionary sentiment of the time.
Moreover, | used to point out to the practical
difficulties of such relationship trying to act
sensible—the difficulty for a girl to wait for
four to five years to marry someone against
continuous opposition from parents who are
always happy to get rid of their daughters by
placing them on anyone who can provide her
material needs. And so, our relationship
remained in the ‘admiration’ stage without
further progess.

After the completion of my B. A, course
I was told by Bonti that Sulochona had been
sent to Delhi for M. A. | was also supposed
to be going there. But a tide of affairs attacked
our family and finished my former calculations
and has resulted in the progress to the present.

Political enemity had resulted in the degrada-
tion of my father from his occupied position
mostdisgracingly. The whole family was placed
in a tight corner. A great injustice had taken
place in my father’s case but the world was
silent. This made me frustrated and revengeful.
| decided to take up low for my studies and
settled in my hometown Jorhat so that |
could actively join the political war between
my father and his enemies. It took us two
years thrust the dagger against our enemies.
lext but we finally won the war. So, that by

the time | completed by B. L. course, my
father had regamed his status and was in
fact, getting, more powerful than before.

Preparations were made for my going to
U. K. to study Bar-at-law there and all these
developments have placed me as a Barrister
ia Calcutta and Gauhati high court.
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Meanwhile, just after coming home to
Jorhat from college a new development had
taken place in my life. During those dark
days of fighting at home, | wused to feel
highly lonely and was striving for a company
—for the company of Sulochona. Our silent
encounters in the college, the looks 1 stole
quietly from far, our commsnts about each
other known through the cousins, our stares
in the meeting, all these were stabbing my
heart most painfully. And | discovered that
I was a fool not to have known earlier that
I had fallen deeply in love with Sulokhna.
Time and again, | thought of writting to
Bonti and her cousin, telling them everything
but the uncertainity of the political war for
power at home put a strong check on my
urge. Moreover, | used to say, what might
Sulochona think of me today when she finds
me joining a war of revenge most notori-
ously ' There was no other way out for me,
but to get burnt most silently under the
heavy sky on the roof our house in dark,
quiet, painful nights. And then when I
was informed, all of a sudden by a letter
from Bonti that Sulochona had married a
class-mate of her in Delhi, I was shocked.
The marriage was not permitted by her
parents due to caste difference and so she
had to go to court. Sulochona had thanked
me highly saying that my spirited ideals
which had so deeply impressed her in her
college days, had given her the strength
to face any situation. | was simply stunned i

I was stunned today as well. A form
of tranquillity had seized my mind. There
was a biting disturbance in my heart. Right
in front of me was Sulochona, Facing her
was the barrister who had just a few seconds
back laboured hard to issue deathfull to
her husband. Yes the same one who had
given her the inspiration to select such a
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path perhaps ! | was feeling cold. Her
red line of sindoor was disturbing me madly

I had turned pale. With the last remains
of my strength | had forced a smile on her.
Yes, she was smiUng—a lively smile. And
then she spoke in a very low thunderous
voice—‘congratulation, Barrister Baruah, con-
tinue your work—Best of luck.” And she
seemed sincere in what she spoke. | could
see nothing around—could hear nothing,
could feel nothing. And when | got ever
from the shock, Sulochona was not to be
found again.

Cottdniao

Four long hoiirs have passed. My half
the bottle of whisky is speaking funny things
very seriously. Acting serious, I should have
told Sulochona about myself—that what is
done cannot be undone. Why  does
not that girl come to me? | am
ready to share my life with her even now.
But before me lay the whishly bottle still
half full. 1 am to finish it completely dr.
inking all raw.

Your Sixth sense

Have you ever had a dream come true ?
Received a call or letter from some one
30U just happened to think of’? Sensed
what was about to happen even an instant
before it occurred ? Knov/n what some one
was about to say or have you even said the
very words be had in his mind ?

Then you may be using your sixth sense—
i.e your ESP without even realizing it !

Recent research indicates that almost
every ore possesses latent ESP Powers.
Moreover those powers within you can be

developed and improved with training and
practice,

Now what is ESP ? It is defined by
Parapsychologists as the acquisition by a
human or animal mind of information which it
could not have received by normal sensory
means i.e. the five senses which every human
being possesses. This sense is termed by
the researchers “extra sensory perception” i.e
ESP. Every human being has extra sensory
perception, but in normal people itis comple-
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tely repressed in favour of normal
perception.

Nearly all of us have had glimpses into
the world of ESP. Feeling that we have been
present at some previous time in a room we
know we have never before entered. Hearing
a telephone ring and being so certain of the
identity of the caller that we call him by name
the instant we lift up the receiver. These
incidents are so common that they received
little more than half-joking comments. It is
only when a paranormal event of shocking
or dramatic impact startles our emotions that

we relate it to others and perhaps even record
it.

means of

ESP assumes different forms
telepathy, precognition,
clairvoyance.

Of these telepathic and precognative acti-
vites are common in human life.

such as
astralprojection and

Pranab Ananda Pathak

Telepathy is thought transference by the
sixth sense. In other words by that extra gift
which we all have in addition to our five other
senses, thought can be transferred from one
person to another. Distance and time seem
unable to affect this phenomenon. It occurs
many times through out one’s life without
being self willed. A mother some-how knows
when her child is ill or in trouble or in need
of her. It is a matter of transfering one’s
feelings to one you love or think of highly.
Often one twin knows that the other is in
trouble even though they are many miles
apart.

Here is an example of telepathy stated by
Mrs. Olivia Rivers, a psychologist of Mississippi
State University. She found two identical
twins named Terry and Sherry ; who were
able to pass entire sentences to each other via
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telepathy. The girls when separated even
knew if the other developed cold or got a
toothache. Even when placed in separate

class rooms the girls still used similar phrases
and got similar marks. They made no secret
of the fact that they helped one another in
their school work, but insisted that it was by
telepathy alone.

Precognition is that strange function of
mind where by the percipient seems to
receive a glimpse of the future and gain
knowledge of events yet to take place.

Here is a case of precognive dream.
MarkT”ain once in his youth dreamt that
his brother Henry would be killed. He also
saw that the dead body of his brother was
lying in a metal casket with a spray of white
flowers with a red flower at its centre. In the
morning he told his sister about the dream
and then decided to put it off as “just one of
these strange things,”

He and his brother served in the same
steam boat named Pennsylvania in Mississippi.
Twain was transferred to another steam boat
named A. T. Lacey the next morning. His
brother’s boat - Pennsylvania started to
Memphis that morning leaving Twain in A. T.
Lacey. To his horror Mark Twam learned
that his brother’s boat caught fire just as it
approached Memphis and his brother was
killed. When he arrived in the funeral place
he found the deadbody of his brother lying
in a metal casket and strangely enough as he
stood looking down at his brother’s dead body
a lady came and put a bonquet of white
flowers with a red flower at its centre.

This confession of Mark Twain proves
that he was able to foresee his brother’s death
by the help of precognitive dream which is
done by the sixth sense i.e. ESP.

There are innumerable examples of ESP.
ESP itself is a great subject of psychical
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sciences. The ESP can lead us in to a different
world, rather | should say to a strange world

where effects often precede causes, where
mind often ‘influnces matter, where indivi-
duals communicate over great distances

without physical aids, where one can see
everything even when his eyes are closed.
So by developing ESP man will be able to
know himself and the true nature of the
universe of which he is a part. It such
parascientific phenomena as telepathy, the
ability to glimpse the future, the talent to
restore the part, the boundaries of man’s
universe become limitless. Then ESP may
be man’s invisible link with the unknown.

In this article some idea of ESP is given.
If you are interested in this subject and v/ant
to know more about different aspects of ESP
and such other things as—how ESP can be
developed, how to test your own ESP ; and
also want to know the mysteries behind the
following incidents you may consult the
following books.

How could a man in England witness the
murder of his brother in Alaska and be so
instrumental in bringing the killers to justice
that he is suspected of being an acomplice; ?

What causes a police man to arrest two
men for a robbery before the crime has been
reported and to obtain their confession even
before the valuables are missed ?
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Hope and Despair (Poem)

K. Sarma
2nd ydar, B. A.

On an endless wanderlust

To quench their limitless thirst
They brushed past

The tranquil ova of their mothers.

Then the march of huminity began:

With various undefined gestures
And yet with blood and bone
Sentiment and emotion ;

The first cry of sorrow
enveloped by the jolly visage
They

Expressed

Their dream of the golden days.

In dreams, in sleepless eyes
In unconscious state and in heart beats;
Life rested on the golden hopes

They proceeded ;

All of a sudden the path lay dark before them
Encircled them the winding road
Day after day unremitting,

yet they could not stop

They resumed their journey.
Most in wrong proceeded back
Their shoulders apart

Their eyes only seeing themselves
Silent together.
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The Qap

Shyamalendru Baruah.

Only recently the phrase “Generation Gap” was

on the lips of every Tom, Dick and Harry. News-
papers, magazines, and all other forms of mass media
gave a huge and colourful coverage to these two magic
words. It came to be the topic of the day—parents
talking of it with a sneer, the mod generation with
pride and ma“y with raised eye-brows. Even the
dreamy, topsyturvy world of the almost ubiquitous
Hindi film, always stretching out their eyes for easy,
catchy formulas, lost no time in grasping this hot,
popular topic and thereby make easy money. In one
of the box oirice hits starring the matinee idol, the prob-
lem of generation gap was the main theme. Now in
Rajkapoor’s “Bobby”, “the twentieth century Romeo-

juliet”, this generation gap is again
the linchpin.

So it seems that enough has already
been said and done on the topic
to make it dull and boring. But this
non-entity of your college just can-
not help doing some more loud
thinking on the topic. Yes, he agrees
that he dares to do so only because
some of the heat has cooled off and
only afcer he had enough time to
gather information from various
sources. But will you Cottonians
be so hard-hearted as to grudge
him a few minutes’ patient hear-

ing? Of course not! This non-
entity knows it and only after
knowing that you will only be

glad to give him the great plea-
sure of contributing an article to
the college magazine does he take

up his pen. How he wishes his
pen were also mightier than the
sword |

One blunt question Does the

so called Generation Gap at all
exist ? Some will boldy say “yes
it does” and some will say “No !
it isa myth I” But this self-styled
scribe thinks it better to give an

ambiguous answer, He says it
does exist and doesnot.

A difference, other than the one
of age, does exist between “today’s
people*” and “yesterday’s people”—
call it Generation Gap or what-
ever you like. Perhaps it is a lack
of understanding between the two
that creates this gulf. This may be
more of a communication gap.
The difference in attire between a
Victorian, clean-shaved, suited, and



2

booted futher and his long haired, shabby
son isno generation gap at all. To Qrd such

superficial diffcreDces between the two a
yawning galf will bi funny. In a Hindi
film a father was enraged at the way his

son kept long hairs and smoked hashish.
When he scolded him, the son. as the
mouth piece of their generation, saic ; “It’s
the generation gap, Daddy ! Such things
arc suited only to the Hindi filmdom.
Otherwise it makes complete mockery of the
whole (oprc if we are to consider it (ksply
Differences may a'ise on serious rnaiters.
There may be a dangerous gap between
what some of today’s young people think
obout their careers and what their parents
of the *“good old British days” think. These
parents (this is not questioning their love
for the country) put up their sons In pub-
lic schools, send them to a fasiionable
college, want them to join the dramatic
society, take part in debates and later join
the glamorous, white-collared Indian Admi-
nistrative Service. Just a minuite ! This is
not to say that the I.A.S. is a bad pro-
fession and that the young generation donot
want to join it ai: all. And sirely the
parents hnve seen a great deal of life and
know what is best. But there are some
young people today who think differently
on such matters, to whom money and a
comfortable coushioned job is not e/erything
in 1If:;;, who may find a great pleasure of
service in the profession of a school master.
There are many ycung people today who
think that the whole set up is faulty and
that it ought to be destroyed an<l rebuiit-
not from inside but from outside. For them
life is not just a good job. They honour
sacrifice. May bctl-e older generation looks
askance at them because they ticmselves
have seen what worth sacrifice is of and

Cottoaian

because their own such efforts have led only
to frustration. But that does not mean that
the new people should not be given a chance
to try out their spirit. After all there must be
something in those young people who think
that they may succeed where their elders
have failed, Who knows ? They might even
succeed ! Have they been given the chance ?
Most parents are hypocrites today. They
want the younger generation to be just dra-
wing room revolutionaries—monly for the
glamour of it. But all sincere attempts are
pooh-poohed. All of them want their sons
to debate on revolutionary topics but very
few would encourage them to go to the
villages. Whatevr be the intentions of these
parents—good are bad—that is not the ques-
tion. But that agap of ideas exist in such
cases is clear. And here this generation
gap is not the monopoly of just a few
afluent, long-haired, mod people. Heie side-
burns, flowmg locks of hair, flat trousers
count little. These trifles have never been
and will never be the dividing factors bet-
ween WO QA Even in the dark
ag:s old ones must have had looked ask-
ance when some of their young ones took
to fig-leaves.

When some of our young people today
call such things the generation gap they
donot know what they are talking about.
Loit in the pleasure of adventure, in the
romanticism of being known as a rebel, in
discarding the '‘double-standards.” false values
and practices of the older generation, many
of them donot clearly know what they
discard and what they accept. If you want
to discard a set of old values you must
also know of anew set of values which is
acceptable. Very few of these rebels will
tell you precisely what these are.

Some other minor differences arise which
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can be attributed to various factors. Some
old people don:>t approve of the free-mixing
of the sexes in schools and colleges. This
is a mean and narrow attitude and this
exists perhaps because these peop'e wanted
to have the same things in their time and
now frown upon us ju“t because they could
not themselves do it. A professor gets angry

with a student who smokes an apparently
harrnles cigarette in front of him not became
his sense of respect is hurt but because
his self-pride is touched,

Another difference which 1 think it also
a generation gap is after not thought of

while taking on the subject. Some fdthers
still seem to be firm believers of the Pdtri-
archal Theory. They want everything in the
house to be done iheir own way. It is
his house ! He is the boss and his say must
taken far gra.ited. His ideas on racial superi-
ority, class superiorly must stand, whatever
be the views of his young son, a product
of the new times* on these topics. Here
sharp and critical rifis occur and this is
mostly because the fiUher fails to call the
house “our home” and dictatorially calls it

'my house” !
After all is said and done, it must be
emphasised  that whatever gaps thatexist

should be bridged. There is no yawning
gulfand this is bridgable, Fv-r today’s young
people must not forget that they too will
soon cross over to the other side and become

one of “yesterday’s people.” On the
other hand the old ones also cannot come
back to the green side. So its time both

extended hands and put a stop to this con-
troversial topic. There are still many familes
where no such differences occur. This poor
fellow belongs to one of these. However,
he would not have had thepleasure of
writing an article if the whole thinghad
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not existed at all. Now this non-enfility
(he hopes to become a popular figure after
the publication of the article) expresses his
sincere and most humble regrets for having
taken undue advantage of your patient hear-
ing only to have bored you stiff. As an act
of repentance the only thing he can do is
to pray that the articles in the coming pages
be really interesting.

Creeps in: Dark Night

R Bhattacharja.
3rd Year, B. A

Creeps in Dark Night.......
Throuh the open window,
On this solitary Eve.
Life melts down hke a candle,—
Vapours away ;
In the eternal cruelty of self-oblivion.
...Now, this fearful night creeps in...
Like a snake—black, proud, chcerful.
Oh listen the tune,
The flapping of the wings of
That never flying sea-gull.
Perhaps it is the time.......
The flock of sheep we lost came back ?
Never, oh never |
But the Time approaches,—dark, darker,
darkest.
From darkness we come, and

into darkness we go. m
Light is vanity.
Oh Light, betrayer ! /Where is your love ?
Sweet Darkness,
None can smutch your love—*
And as a god, self-slain on his own alter,
Light lies dead.
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Report of the Girls’ Common Room Secy.:—

To begin with, | would like to extend
my heartiest thanics to all the Cottonians for
electing me to serve as the Girls® Common
Room Secretary, C. C. U. S. for the session
1972-73.

I began dischirging my duties with the
Annual College Week Festival organising
a flower arrangement and a cookmg com-
petition for the girl students. Incidentally,
this was the first time that a cooking com-
petition was held in the college and | am
glad to say that with the active help and
participation of guite a good number of
students, both the competitions were success-
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ful. 1 hope, in future our girls will show
more enthujiasm in such activities.

The bathrooms of the Girls” Common Room
have improved just a little and 1 hope,
during the tenure of my successor, they will
improve further.

Newspapers and lllustrated Week'y of India
were supplied to the girls in the Common
Room, But 1 am sorry to say that the
Ilustrated Weekly is found, very often missing
from the Common Room. | hope our girls
will be more co-operative in future.

Last but not the least, | must offer my
heartiest thanks and gratitude to my pro-
fessor-in-charge shrimati Bhubaneswari Baisya
whose advice and guidance helped me in
discharging my duties.

Before | conclude, | offer my thanks to
the other members of the Executive of the
C.C.U. S and my beloved friends who had
rendered me invaluable help in very many
ways during the tenure of my office. 1 also
thank the common room, bearer Md.
Mohiuddin for helping me in managing my
affairs of my ofBce.

Long live Cotton Collegu with its good
name.

Thanking you all.

Ruqgaiya Tayyebulla.
Secy, Girls” Common Room.
C C. US.

Report from the Secy. Social Service Section :—

At the very outset | would like to take
the opportunity to thank all ray Cottonian
friends for cycling me unanimously to the

C. C. U. S. as secretary for the section of
social service.. Again it would be Cottonians,
who will be supreme in judging whether

I was successful in carrying out my duties.
But as far as | am concerned, here | am

Cottonian

to perform my last task, as secretary, in
reporting what | did and did not during
my stay as secretary.

With the limited resources, mainly finance
we the secretaries are not expected to un-
dertake any task which might need an
expenditure almost bankrupting the section,
and so our activities also become limited. My
section’s activities began with the beginning
of the College Week 1972 73. A campus
cleaning drive was taken on the very first
day, for which our Cottonian helping friends
earned an appriciation from our Principal.
Arrangement was also done for vaccination
when pox brokeout and large number of
students. Professors and office staffs were
vaccinated as a precautionary measure.

The social service camp which cannot be
held last year for some unavoidable reasons,
was again resumed this year. The camp
which is held at different places of the state
aims at rendering voluntary services of Co-
tton'ans to the villagers for the improveinnt
of villages and this year the camp was held
at Dakhinchubari village under the Sipajhar
Development Block. During the two days
camp our boys extended their helping hands
to the villagers in constructing a dam and
returned with a lasting memory. Here |
would mention with pride the high spirit
and discipline that our Cottonian friends
displayed and preserved all throughout the
camp, for which | would remain ever thankful
to my participating Cottonian friends. How-
ever here | will regret the fall in the member
of participants in the camp and simi'‘ar
activity and hope our Cottonian friends will
comeout in large number, judging the impor-

tance of such camp and activity in the
present days.
An idea of planting trees around the

college campus was taken to coacide with
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the “Vanamaha-utsav” but that remained,
undone, for early mentioned, h'mited resources.

With all these | arrived at The end of
the term and now, at the end of the report.
Through this 1 would also take the
opportunity to convey my thanks and grati-
tudes to Prof. Dilip Kumar Baruah, for
his valuable advice as Prof-in-charge of the
Social Service section and Prof. Dilip Kumar
Choudhury and Prof. Ranjit Bhattacherjee
who accompained us to the Social Service
camp and enabled us to make the camp
a success with their valuable guidance. Prof.
Choudhury is particularly thanked for enabling
the secretary to deliver a talk on social
service in the A. I. R. which was broadcasted
in the "Najawan’ programme. | would be
failing in my task if I do not convey my
thanks to our General Secretary who was
always a helping friend and above all my
Cottonian friends, with whose confidence |
conclude.

Thanking—
Sarada Kumar Sahariah.
Secy. Social Service,

Report from the Tennis Secy. :

At the very outset | would like to thank
all Cottonians for giving me the opprtunity
to serve as Tennis Secretary.

There was not much activity on the tennis
front during my tenure. This was mainly
due to the lack of a tennis court in the college
campus. It is however heartening, that a
grant for a tennis court has been sanctioned
by the Government. Construction work is
likely to start in the near future.

In the Inter College Sports Festival our
college team, represented by Anjan Hazarika,
Pawan Choudhury, Bijan Choudhury lo§t to

6

41

Assam Engineering College in the semifinal

by 1—2 matches.

Before 1 end | would like to express my
gratitude to Prof. Dilip Kakati, Prof-in-
charge tennis section, for his advice & gui-
dance, 1am also thankful to Bijan, Pawan,
Joog, Babul, Kadu, Dip and a host of others

for their help,

SANJIB BARBORA.
Secy. Tennis Section.

Report of the Secy. Football Section.

Before starting my report, | would like
to offer my heartiest gratitude to all the
Cottonians for electing me as the uncontested
Football Secretary of the Cotton College
Union Society for the session 1972-73.

| started my term, normally, introducing
first, the Inter Class Football Competition
in the month of September ‘73, which could
not be held during the year 1971 and 1972,
due to some inevitable reasons. This year,
I could run the competition smoothly and
successfully with the help and co-operation
of Dip. Bijoy, Sanu, Lakhi, Dinesh, Anil,
Pradip and others, for which my thanks
goes to them. In the competition, T. D. C.
Second year Science team could claim the
championship defeating P. U. Second year
Science in the final.

Regarding the Inter-Football competitions,
I would like to inform the Cottonians that
the Gauhati University Sports Board was not
certain as to the venue and date of holding
the said competition in time. However, later
the competition was decided to hold at
Bajali in the month of September last at a
short notice. Therefore, we had to make
hurry to form and get practiced for the
College team. As a result, our team could
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not put up our best-spirit inspite of the
inclusion of most of the good players in
the team. This only, made us all surprise,
when the final match between our team and
Post Graduate classes team ended, favouring
our opponent by 2-1 goals.
entered in the final consecutively for the
last three years; but unluckily, we had to
be deprived of getting championship all the
time. It is a matter of regret to us.

This year, though we have been defeated
in the final match we could get a little
satisfaction that five of our players were
selected to| represent the Gauhati University
Football team in the last East-Zonal Inter

Thereby, we

Cottonian

University Football Competition held at
Sambalpur. | feel much pleasure to mention
their names here ; they are Mr, Dip Raj-
khowa, Mr. Dilip Bordoloi, Mr. Paresh
Kakati, Mr. Uma Sonowal and Mr. Manash
Chatterjee. | wish them all success in future.

Lastly, | gratefully acknowtedge the advice
and guidance offered by the professor Incharge

I.  Bhattacharya. Professor Hassan Ullah
and others.

Thanking you all.
Nabin Chandra Sonowal.
Secy. Football Section.



RESULTS OF THE ANNUAL
COLLEGE COffIPETITIONS

Literary Competition

English Poem—1st—Ranjit Nath (3rd yr.Arts)
2nd—Jyoti Prakash Dev Roy

(3rd yr. Arts)

3rd—Hamendra Bhattacharjee

(3rd yr. Arts)

Eng. short Story—I1st—Moramee Goswami
(3rd yr. Arts)
2nd—Rougsana Rahman
(3rd yr. Arts)
3rd—Bijan Lai Choudhury
(3rd yr. Arts)
English Essay—1st—Nil
2nd—Nil
3rd—Kanak Ch. Das
(2nd yr. Arts)
Rabin Bhattacharya (Arts)

Assamese Poem— 1st—Ranjit Nath
(3rd yr. Arts)
2nd—Amarendra Narayan
Goswami  (P. U. Arts)
Dipak Barua ”
3rd—Mridul Kumar Das
(1st yr. Sciencc)
Lipika Bhuyan
(3rd. yr. Science)

Assamese Essay— 1st—Bijuli Devi
(1st yr. P. U. Science)
2nd—Khagen Sarma
(1st yr. Arts)
3rd—Kanak Ch. Das

(2ndyr. Arts)

Assamese Short Story—
Hindi Essay
1st—Nirmal Kr. Jain (2nd yr. Arts)
2nd—Binod Kr. Khadria
(3rd yr. Arts)
3rd—Subrat Bhattacharyee
(1st yr. Science)
Hamendra Bhattacharjee
(Consolation)

Hindi Story—1st—Nirmal Kr. Jain
(2nd yr. Arts)
2nd—Khagen Sarma (1st yr. Arts)

Hindi Poem—1st—Rudra Prasad Upadhyaee
2nd—Anjali Misra
3rd—Khagen Sarma

Nirmal Kr. Jain (Consolation)

English Recitation
1st—Moromee Goswami
2nd—Santanu Thakur
3rd—Ina Sarma

Assamese Recitation—
Ist—Aminul Alam Hazarika
2nd—Geeta Barthakur
3rd—Gunajit Dev Goswami
Indira Barua'

Sanskrit Recitation—
1st—Dinabandhu Thakuria
2nd—Suresh Sarma
3rd—Khagen Sarma
Golak Sarma.
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Arabic Recitation—
1st—Shamsul Haque

2nd— Motiur Rahman
3rd—Salir Ali.
Persian Recitation—
1st—Saifuddin Chaudhury
2nd—Matiur Rahman
3rd—Shamsul
Bengali Recitation—
1st—Miss Joyasrce Dutta

2nd—Subhashish Bhattacharjee
3rd—Khagen Sarma.

Haque

Hindi Recitation—
1st—Miss Subrata Bhattacharjee
2nd—Binod Khadria
3rd—Sadique Hazarika
Mono-acting—
1st—Sitanath Lahkar
2nd—Ghanashyam Hazarika

3rd—Aminul Alam Hazarjka.

Wit and Humour-
ist—Haren Saikia

2nd—Ghanashyam Hazarika
3rd—Subhash Medhi

Fine Arts—
Oil painting—
1st—Paranjyoti Deka
2nd—Mira Matbur
3rd—Brajanga Rajkhowa
Basanti

Water Colour
Sarat Barua
Bharati Devi
Brajanga Rajkhowa
Pencil Sketch—
1st—Sailyadhar Bora
2nd—Mukut Goswami
Manju Devi
3rd~Deepa Das

Consolation

Cottonian

Pen and Ink—
1st—Sarat Barua
Brajanga Rajkhowa
2nd—Mukut Goswami
3rd—Suresh  Gogol
Poster
Brajanga Rajkhwa
Consolation
Paranjyoti Deka
Photography
Deepa Das
1st
Bijan Chaudhury
Philately
Pranab Pathak
Special Prize
Archana Chaudhury
Coins

Pranab Pathak—Special Prize
Best Artist—Brajanga Rajkhowa.

One-Act Play Competition

Best Script— Agantukar Parichaya’
by Mridul Kr.

Best Group—C. G. Hostel No. 1
2nd Best Group—Cosmopolitan Hostel
—C. M. Hostel
Best Director —Lipika Bhuyan,
‘Uttar Kone Diba’.
Alam Hazarika,
‘Chilimar Jui’
—Miiss Shakuntala Basumatary

Das

Best Actor—Aminul

Best Actress

Fashion Show

1st—Sudha Dhiya
2nd—Pranati Barua
3rd—Gayatri Devi.
Assamese Short Story—
1st—Bijan Chaudhury
2nd—Kanak Das
3rd—Madao Sarma.



Result of the Annual College Competitiods

Results of the Annual Indoor
Competion, 1972-73.

Table Tennis Competition

Boys’ Singles
Champion— Rittlck Saikia
Runners—  Nitten Cfaangkakati

Boys’ Doubles
Champion— Sanjib Bhalla

Anil Bhalla.
Runners— J. K. Sarmah

Bidyut Gogoi

Girls’ Singles
Champion-  Indira Baruah
Runners— Nandita Bhuyan.

Girls’ Doubles
Champion— Vasanta Subramanium

Nandita Bhuyan.
Runners- Indira Baruah

Neena Choudhury

M ixed Doubles
Champion— Anil Bhalla

Vasanta Subramanium
Runners— Sanjib Bhalla

Indira Baruah.

Carrom Competition

Boys’ Singles
Champion— Lala Hazarika
Runners—  Kishore Kumar Sarmah

Boys’ Doubles
Champion— Babul Chandra Das

Siladitya Malakar,

Games

Runners—

Champion-

Runners—

Champion-

Runners—

Champion-

Runners—

Jt. Winner—

Champion-
Runners—

Nityananda Mahanta

Khanindra Talukdar
Girls’ Singles

Namita Choudhary

Deepali Khataniar

Girls' Doubles

Namita Choudhary,
Bijuli Devi
Deepali Khataniar
Nilufar Hazarika.

M ixed Doubles

Raju Goswami
Bijuli Devi

Sanjay Kumar Talukdar

Deepali Khataniar.
Chess (Boys’)

Aparup Agarawala
Prabin Bora

Chess (Girls?’)

Manju Bora
Nilufar Hazarika.

Auction Bridge (Boys’)

Champion—

Runners—

Prabhat Phukan
Deepak Deuri

Ratul Baruah
Kulen Barkakati.



Bditotia!

Cotton College: Past And Present

For assorted social and historical factors Cotton College has been the greatest
seat of learning in the North-Eastern India and perhaps it cannot be denied that this
single institution has been building a tradition which time cannot efface. There
was a time when cottonians could proudly pronounce, "what cottonians think to-day,
Assam will think to-morrow and there seemed to be considerable truth in it. But judged
from the academic and intellectual atmosphere in Cotton College to-day this ego of
cottonians seems to hold no water.

Perhaps it cannot be denied that the academic and the intellectual life of Cotton
College is no longer what it had been. Of course a great many social and political
factors can be accounted for this change. But for the sake of bravity we are not going
to analyse them. What should however be mentioned is that though Cotton College
has long ceased to dominate the academic as well as the intellectuallife of student
community, cottonians to-day hardly seem to be reconcile to this fact. Of course this
is not to say that cottonians to-day lack the intellectual calibre of their olders. With
mushroom growth of colleges in Assam, youths all over Assam are fast becoming a
part of the enlightened student community. Therefore students other than Cottonians
have now eccess to thoughts and privileges which were once the sole monopoly of
Cottonians. So Cotton College now no longer afford to play the leading role in the
student community of Assam and Cottonians must accept this hard reality with good grace.

Sometimes the high priests of the older generations bemoan the supposed decline
of academic life of Cotton College. To drive home their point of view, they point
out to the want of professors of such scholarstic ability as Dr. B. K. Kakati and
P. C. Roy. But we think that if our academic life has suffered a real setback it can be
attributed to the general socio-economic malaise existing to-day. Moreover the general
concept of scholar has to-day undergone a great change. In this context it would be
guite naive to hope for scholars like Dr. B. K. Kakati and P. C. Roy in Cotton College
to-day. As regards the general intellectual calibre of cottonians it must be admitted
that cottonians to-day are more advanced than their predecesors. To ascertain this,
we are simply to turn the pages of the cottonian through the years in as much as

the cottonian is a good barometer of what cottonian  thinks. In fact the
advances and limitations of cottonians to-day are only a part of the gap between two
successive generation in our society. Itwould be worth while to mention very serious
and regretable flaw in the life of Cotton College to-day. The student-teacher relationship

is to-day not very promising and wholesome. Excluding some stray cases, the only
relationship between our teachers and students seems to be confined to mere class-
room discussions. To whom the blame goes for this shody state of affairs may indeed
be disputable. But we think that, broadly speaking, the existing socio-economic
malaice is mainly responsible for this state of affairs. Professors and students can
of course do a lot to save the situation from farther deterioration.

As for the students they should change their care-free and easy-going nature
and professors on their part should shed 'touch-me-not' attitude,

—Dharanidhar Baishya
Editor, the Cottonian
(49th issue)



Ex-Editors

THE COTTON COLLEGE MAGAZINE :

Prof. R.
1923;

C. Goffin
Vol. 1-1-11-2;

(December, 1922— Dec,
Issue (1-3).

Prof. Ashutosh Chatterjee (April, 1923— April
' 1928 Vol. 11-3-VI-3; lIssues (4-16.)

Prof. S. K. Bhuyan (October, 1928-September
1929, Vol. VIII-2, Issues. 17-20).

Prof. P. C. Abraham (Dec. 1929— Dec. 1932 ;
Vol. VIII-2 to Vol. XI1-2 Issues-21 to 30).

Prof. S. K. Bhuyan (March, 1933, Volume XI ;
No. 3, Issue No. 31).

Prof. Dibakar
Assamese Section, From Oct. 1928).

Goswami (Served as editor,

THE COTTONIAN :

Suresh Chandra Rajkhowa & Raihan Shah
/ (Vol. XlI, : No. 3 ; April, 1933)

Satish Chandra Kakati & Radhanath Dutta
‘ (Vol. XIll ; September, 1934)

Bhupendra
Abdus Sattar (Vol.
1944).

Barua (Vol.
XXI1

XX, April,
Part | ;

1942).
February,

Prasanta Baruah (22nd Issue 1945).
Dhirendra Barthakur (23rd Issue).
Ghanakanta Chetia Phukan (24th Issue, 1948).
Md. Piar (25th Issue, 1949).

Syed Merash Hussain (26th Issue, 1950).
Chidananda Barua (27th Issue, 1951).
Chandra Kumar Barua (28th Issue, 1952).
Md. Taher (29th Issue, 1953).
Basanta Saikia (30th Issue, 1954).
Rohini Kumar Mahanta (31st Issue,
Gajen Hazarika (32nd Issue, 1956).
Shyam Bhadra Medhi (33rd Issue, 1957).
Sushil Kumar Gogoi (34th Issue, 1958).
Nagen Talukdar (35th Issue, 1959)
Gangapada Choudhury (36th Issue, 1960).
Ranjit Kumar Kakati (37th Issue, 1961).
Shyama Prasad Sarmah (38th Issue, 1962).
Jyoti Prasad Saikia (39th Issue, 1963).
Ad-Hoc Committee (40th Issue, 1963-64),
Pradip Saikia (41st Issue, 1964-65).

Diganta Kr. Kharghoriya(42nd Issue, 1965-66).
Dhirendra Kumar Rabha (43rd Issue, 1966-67).
Keshab Chandra Barua (44th Issue, 1967-68).
Sanjib Kumar Barua (45th Issue, 1968-69).
Kusumbar Bhuyan (46th Issue, 1969-70).
Monirul Hussain (47th lIssue, 1970-71)'
Dinabandhu Thakuria (48th Issue, 1971-72).

1955).
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