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“ Thou hast
Limb, nor
To make thy

neither heat, affection
beauty,

riches pleasant........

Cat'll ?
tv 7
I CTt® ffivTl  |f%
I TO 54
csfth wfcH | cd
3ItC5 |
NN 1953 CTf™ "iFI-
“ttfsfsh A fesT | an
5 i 1 CAItr
3ftt~ I MWC'3 ~ M (3
an (7 N
5in:% 1 CTTir? ftn N
tQ |
CTk CT>
w A 51?2~ ~ N~ CT CT™ i
VIIWET'n | <
Siwt™ | ctw
cf (i 1 cm
CTMAT A CIT:st |
cm CTK ct¥/7 mw~r  Tws:
5ft Cit Adl
CTt® ctt™i *t8#7n <4/ Nt
7\2ii 1 '®fn
n K5?f | f% Ntf% il
NSt { aq cTwwi
51"j;fn [ Avti St'A |
AMifth Moo fAT 'S[AN
BT "tfopTLl H5 |
ctfAW ~rfN: r AN
"l

CTN'ST? m*WX*t-"tffe I iil¥
55'<bt '$[rf?

It 5% 1 am WNQ I

55/ AffAg Stm-

N \/I/\’/\ I W\_
cAAtiri b? I #f<R A
'S tfr,
2Atrf (oA (AR 1
ANAAL «(H ANLT mAtos |
jpirmk A1 | foof3tin
I ijt wjtCTFf %% pfer
Htt, CTt" CNCTI «t=n 7[tt ! f%~ CIN
51, lilt
|

?if5SR

nron |

frE€L? Arft CTEN Atftn?

OT~"i, ctN
~IN

Ne'itAt | 5iffta I"R
a K N¥C=tl  '5tn
lifd THRAo "tf t!:?
ANm\ ¥?r st5f chNiin 5 cHi
t cm cr A
CTW?:fl | A Lfft CT
5fR”, 'SK oo withi ?
t?n” | Miti witrNi—

AQ |

|
|
%tc€l |
Triwtr® i

A c'sre™ ctN w

fA?2f A5

vaff A~ Tl 'sIfA A 1
iftr frisTW A LA
Stirfl' CT
% 1

cn® m  chf

‘Nitfsr Nt

571

cAth Artft CTit
1 f¥or

»If%'Cr 1

(T~ 31t GTi™

Il sa |

1AABC<(N



3 jfffr ' A Sitrs | af¥ tR, A

Nwrcifi mr' =h, Mift AMft '@ff5 (Trvai EN m |
bl 41 I ar?f AN TARRIT:A C?2A M8 CAFCAF3A
3 "% CTICMCIFS PIf.TRI lift | cwWHi #rH st | 5frt N N

0*AAD CTN (Y9AAL Htt, <& M CATt™'5 f<frilH A
| c-ficHW tt WIM VIST'S cA~tii i T Rf% C1 |
CPfNGIt  fotig Coff™ ®ivsi5 SWCN m  ¥H Givadl stjffif | Tht
®& ah ~r' ~miQ | Ar<
f2i%r | ¥ AR* 3fif &1 AR AI'S OFiR A
AMf% CHWCY,  tsW JiSI
|
¥ '«fi-™"Mi M re?i |

cff*M 537 mR™1"--liig A5ft mRE i

akK T%N ML | CTYr? CSf-0)- at?:? €L i
CAtA ctH & 3P M4f%i%, I~ N JiIWAMter
«IRY 1 (Tfk  Atft-'sitt A<l T
A 4 KA C'51%In oWH (TN ~ttsf Gfthi' cAreiit  Cii'w
9fR -~ «fRTA | gtr2ort Gii® ~n N, ~1
<"R' Ccn2?l AN BT | afh e W 's % An% A
'SR T%" <IWH | TR |
CTit raft?r T%teN. =BT | \5tiR"A ~'3 A,
E1 ¥ 'sfIMR CIR 5ITN5,  crfrfan =5[t=¥" CRf%
NG OV CH A |
AR CTT? W A ¢ 5igR A I CTR G\U CmA
CTW 3ffit A O iR
EIM AezspoEA 2C At MIFRN ¥d
A LA AR AT e CAREAA-] CT odH Lom
ARMiA O CT (iIIM C¥fTFt5 bRUFiljR I?C,\
'$itfr S EAS A lilt

§2ft'< '5ifrfbi'r¥ ~1R CTAMNR' biTA~A  (firnld

CTR OT™Srt MRS

crra?rfs TYVT3 WA "NN-
C"MI  5cHl 1 AN 1R ? iR T WA
CTR Cw», C™ T
&v-4 2 '5f | CTtCMMONn  sftfo 1
T% CTy, -l it i & g ? -6 SMWrit ?
't I ALl 5it THR-
at'f R ch c»f5fa AftE22:n AL e s I 'SESTA *itfoh <:n

?3I1fl I CTR f&(£p~-t5 Alts |

I 86 1



Il (2js8t5rjfST [

(>
“The heart-ache and the thousand
Natural shocks,

That flesh is heir to, it is a
consummation
Devoutly to be wish’d.

To die, to sleep,”
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“Reality is gradually unfolding itself

in aneternal playof conflicting
forces and their solutions” : Will and
Ariel Durant.
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“Thou in the Moon’s bright Chariot
Proud and gay,

Dost thy bright wood of stars survey;
And all the year dostwith thee bring
of thousand flowery Lights

Thine own Nocturnal Spring.”
(Hy tin ; To Tight ; Abraham
Cowley.)
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The
Seal of Sorrow |

Rabindra Bhattacharyya
2nd Year, Arts.

(To those, who sacrifice their life for our common cause)

Oh !who they were

Next to come

After Ranjit !

Who were those boys

Whose blood dyed -red

Our eternal solidarity

Of love and amity !

Whose immortal life

Outshines thousands of miscreants !
Who inspires thousand to fight
For our Common Cause !

Oh 1 they will never return”
They have joined the majority ;
The silent multitude,

Drops of tears and

The Seal of Sorrow—

Remind us time and again,

Of the Ranjits and their patriotism.
Rest in peace, departed souls i
We must achieve the end ;

And oh the silent multitude !

Let us look—

Through the broken mist

Of yonder difiF

Rises the Sun in russet splendour clad
To wipe-out the darkness

Ofthe Black Seal of Sorrow.
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teristics of Nature, not excluding the world we
live in and in broad sense the univers too, we
are apt to lose over mental dispassjon in Visua-
lizing this wonderful creation as diverged from
Providence. Of course, He is apprehended,
nay, trusted to be the sole creator of this uni-
verse the hero of the universal dramatic
events—inconsiderate, ruthless and tragic in
consideration of materialistic point of view.
From time immemorial—from the day man”
began to think, he has employed most of his:
arguments and imagination in finding a wayl
out whereby to solve the eternal mystery of
creation and thus to lay a foundation beneath
our blind faith and theosophism. Or else,
whatever we might say or howsoever we may
argue, always seems to be self-illusion and
nothing more than a consolation over the tragedy
of life. Our imagination may transcend all
limits of microcosm and macrocosm. It then
stretches out its feathery hands to get at the
mystery dwelling in gloom but fails to pene-
trjite deep wherein the sun and the moon and



the stars are dilly-dallying and which gets
flooded by rays from His luminous person (?)
But all is so futile, so meaningless an endeavour
and, our thoughts and retentions and visua-
lizations are born just to end in a smoke, amont-
ing to a mess. Day in, day out throngs of
men have poured into the precincts of the world
and in like manner, departed, making the world
nothing better than a hatting station on the
way of their journey-their mad rush from un-
ceitainty to deeper uncertainty : ttiey know
not where thty have come from, what is fated to
be and where the journey ends. And some day
or other, we will be wiped unscrupulously out
from this world and anybody else happening
to rest on this World of ours many years later,
will not remember, nay, will not even brood
for a moment that we, too once used to shade
where he is roaming about. Then will man’s
glory and reputation which he has earned by
the most enthusiastic and strenuous work all
through bygone ages in human history die down
to nothing™his name being faded, asylum in
devastation and the biggest achievements he

Erides himself in vanishing away like an empty
ubble ? N

Why should humanity, whom He created
employing the most of his energy and power,
ski 1 and imagination and aesthetic sense--fhe
God’s creation of his own hand as well as “an
image of His own shape’--pass through the most
dangerous trial in the name of (lading a life ?
Where lies the signif5car.ee of this little two-
legged animal referred to as “Paragon of
animals” ? Paragon ii Why ?? Is it because
he is endowed with a mind, a conscience and
sense of distinction between so-called right and
wrong whereof none has a correct concept,
to make his life miserable, enjoyments futile
and to debar him from the path he chooses to
follow-; the ethereal (?) human merits which
havegive”rise to this dilapidated World ofmen
And this mind-this very naughty mind has
made us feel the tragedies of life more and more
deeply. Ah life, the greatest  benediction
God L-are you the outcome of so many
virtuous acts in the previous life on earth ?
And now you are there to cheat man, to tan-
talise him with hopes and mirages of felicity
and, oh, to betray and condemn him. Would

/

that we were void of so-called common sense
and a mind, tree from their obscure threatening
and boring reasoning i Man i what is there
in store for you either enjoyment, peace and
perfect happiness or unbearable stings of
adverse circumstances and hostile forces extant
there to swallow life ?

The mutually opposite characteristics of the
different objects of Nature make us feel this
wonderful creation to be the work of a great,
extremely ungenteel power which has it must be
amitted beyond dispute, the capability for
creating things but not for the maintenance of
them in an unerring manner. Examples need
not be dilated upon.

Notwithstanding all tragedies of life,
life itself must have some meaning after all.
The evaluation and exact (stimaticn of the mean-
ing of life is rather a complicated business and
a matter of controversy and skepsis. it is
not concrete anyway but purely abstract and
best realised and understood by those Who are
really eager to enjoy life for its own sake. Life
is an adventure, a hurdle to face, anindomitable
force to overcome and an indolent power to
sway. It is a call to the bold and the resolute
for real adventure, for beyond the rwch of
the timid and the escapists. So negligible an
existence of our individual self of course,
makes us think it to be of no concern or impor-
tance to the world in the midst of this immensity
of people in which we are apparently lost to
ourselves. But if we think a bit deeply and
cautiously over the matter, this seemingly
stigmatised life will present itself with marks
of beauty, to be hailed with enthusistic approba-
tion. Here is a voice which represent the
real man in us, to, perhaps, pefection :

1 rejoice in life for its own sake.
Life is no brief candle for me. It is a sort of
splendid torch which 1"Ve got hold of for the
moment and i went to make it burn as brightly
as possible before handing it on to future
generations.”

Diametrically opposed to all the black stains
humanity has on, rays of goodness are still
there to focus upon human heart and enlighten
the qualities that are really worthy of adoration.



if that were not, humanity would have seen its
end much earlier, in tune with the rhythn
that the stars and the planets are dancing with
in the moonlit nocturnal firmament, through
the hearts of heart of man is also flowing a
fountain of lovVe and faith of which we know
not much but which we feel with pure delight.
Men and Women breathing the air of the world
so far separated and yet so near are bound
together with so sublime a seise of lovethe
miraculous power of which infuse into man a
desire to live for man all along reminding
us—

“ He prayeth well who loveth well
Both man and bird and beast

He prayeth best who loveth best

All things both great and small.”

They say ‘God made the world.” The
creation of man is believed to be the real achiev.;-
ment of God. And even more—to create man
was the final goal which made him shape the
universe—the sun, the moon and the stars and
so on and so forth. But why so much indi-
fference from God to the most important object
of creation ? They may say things are not what
they seem to be and whatever betides in the
world betides for the good of man. But this
is rather a consolation than a belief—a self-
deceitful consolation without any real base
to it. If to make our life happy and beautiful
was the fteart-felt longing of God, tl'e dispen-
sation would have been somewhat favourable
to us and our mind, sparkling with the blessing
and guidance of God, would have also gone on
enhancing its prodigality constantly adding new
territories to it and flying higher and higher
ultimately to get at His luminous person. So
had the state of things been better in this world,
the course of events would have taken a different
turn. But it being what it is, we myust lcok
otherwise ahead. Out pride and glory which
is purely our own possession and. whereupon no
contribution from God is. bestowed, lies in
giving way never to the hindrances and impedi-
ments that stand in the way of our match of life,
but in making this world an enviable and in-
violable sanctuary for the ~tter and sublime
gualities latent in man.

What a beautiful scenery it is when the moon-
beams in a moonlit night scatter their silvery

rays upon the puny ripples dancing merrily
on the waters of a solitary mounlain fountain-
It seems as if the whole of Nature’s beauty has
been lavishly manifested (hough so heart-
capturing a spectacle. But the scenery which
thus enlivens us and infuses into us a sublime
aesthetic sense is also transitory. Again, the
appeal it makes upon our heart remains e”er
the same unabated, evergicen and everlasting-
And ch you life ! so transitory, so deceitful
and so mundane. The body perishes with all
irs sm.les and tears, hopes and aspirations,
felicity and misery all at a time. But the
rays our deeds radiate all around do not go in
vain hundreds of years later, too, their lasti) g
effect will give evic.er.ce to the rays themselves
being glinted through other people’s life.

Century after century our m.otherearth has
been brought to the bed of some children who
by their invaluable contribution has made the
onward march of development more and more
rapid and progressive' at least, to some extent.
The world is bound to them with a debt of
gratitude, if looked at properly, to make a
mark in society carries essentially no meaning
of the word ‘great’ at all, if our mental and
moral make-up are not what can bring us true
joy and glory. The tactful politicians, fanatic
chauvinists and the like are more injurious
than benefcial, more elusive than ‘fair and
square’. Even if they figure sometimes as
masters of society, it is clearly because of them
that the peace and purity of society is disturbed.
The distirxticn between high and low and,
great and small are only arbitrary and not
fundamental. *“The setting sun is reflected from
the window of the almhouse as brightly as
from, rich man’s abode.” Who can make
bold to say that a gypsy or a street-beggar would
not have acquired in life a position as high as
Nehru’s if fate were not unfavourable to him
i.e. if he were granted all the facilities indis-
pensable for the healthy growth of a personality
fo as to keep space with the m.cdern world the
manners and customs and heartless form.alities
of a so-called civilised life ?

Modern civilization ts often  termed
‘naked civilization.’ We, too, cannot
but fall in with the appropriateness
of this agname in view of the more



or less mental and moral degradation
which need not be dilated upon. Out ancient
forefathers whom now we describe as people
miserably steeped in darkness, having taste
for culture and refinement cf thoughts and
ideas, would have mocked and laughed at our
present civilization and simultaneously perhaps
would, have driven home to us the unerring
fact how in claiming ourselves as the paragon
unwi rthy of animals, we haVe made ourselves
even of a semi-human being. Philanthropists,
therefore, look for a way out fcr this world a
torn world caught in peril that may at any time
lead to total war and thereby annihilation,
aided by the modern improved means cf war.
instead, the means to carry out human destruc-
tion, to kill humanity itself has become rapidly
more and more efficient. Humanity, therefore,
turns for an answer a new answer. But who
is finally to decide which way the wind blows
while man has obviously begun at the wrong
end ?



HEsoiNr'n

Southwest of Cherrapoonjee one of the
wettest places on eaiih has a little village,
insignificant, unknown and unmapped. Near
that village, just a little out of the last hut
there stretches a gigantic rock formation, known
to inhabitants in tneir local dialect as “Maw-
shlaitbit”, which when translated raeans ‘A
Bat’ perhaps so called for its queer shape
which at a glance remJnds oij;e of a massive
flying bat.

Legends have it that Mawshlaitbit was no
ordinary rock, nor was it a haphazard upheaval
of nature’s art. Once upon atime it had
been a magnificent palace, whose architects
and builders were the gods themselves. It was
the abode of a powerful King god and his match-
less beautiful daughter “Jied Lakhai.” They
lived very happily there, father and daughter
surrounded by loyal courtiers, serv'ants and
slaves, untold riches and glorious splendour.



It was the habit of the princess in accom-
pany with her attendants ; all of them beauti-
ful maidens whose loveliness was out shone
only by that of the princess, to play and frolic
in the well-kept grounds of the palace and to
bathe and swim in the clear warm streams
there of.

One day while bathing and washing her
lustrous gleaming hair, a single stiand dis-
lodged itself from her royal head and travelled
downstreamed unknown to anybody.

It so happened that in the kingdom of the
plains, a king went fishing in the riVer together
with his companions and attendants they waited
and waited for a catch but to no avail. Dis-
gusted and disappointed they were about to
call it a day and made their way home, when
suddenly the king exclaimed that something
was cau”t. in great exitement they all gazed
in wonder as the king pulled out his rod, there
caught firmly was a single hair, long, beautiful
and jet black, which completely filled the King’s
tobacco pouch. They had never seen anything
like it ; then and there the king decided that
such a Wonderful strand of hair must belong
to a most Wonderful creature and that he must
without hesitation set forth in search of that
exquisite being.

The King of the plains, collected together
his strong men, swift horses and huge elephants.
Day and night they followed the course of the
river upstream, through dense jungles and
slippery slopes.

After a long and weary journey the travellers
stood transfixed at the foothill, they could
hardly believe their eyes, for there at the top
of the hill they saw visions of such loveliness.

(7

The princess had her hair spread oujt to dry and
her companions were combing it livingly singing
and laughing and enjoying themselves without
a single care in the world.

Seeing all this the king could not contain
himself any longer. He rushed up the hill
snatched up the girl and made for the swiftest
horse ; galoped away at full speed.

The princess screamed and struggled, she
cried out for help. Her companions wept and
wailed. The whole place went berserk but the
kidnapper had carried Jied Lakhai away

Her father called his army, his servants
and his slaves to give Chase and rescue his
daughter, but all in vain, for the king of the
plains had gone far far away only the echoes of
Jied Lakhai’s wails were carried by the gentle
breeze and the whole palace of the king with
its inmates had turned into stone, to be restored
to life again only if the virgin daughter of the
king could come t® her palace agam.

At present The Rock is the habitation
of fierce wild animals and poisonous snakes.

Once a year, at dawn, till the recent past,
the virgins of the little village, all decked in
spotless white, would go to Mawshlaitbit to
mouin, and to pray for the safe return of
the virgin princess, which would have brought
back all the lost glory and splendour.

Come on Friends, let us make a trip to that
Region, and our supplications for the home
coming of Jied Lakhai the Virgin Princess.



The
Present
Intellectual
malaise

IN

Sri Ananta oharma
2nd Yeai', B.Sc.

There has been no dearth of writing on the
intellectual life of India. Right from the
celebrated Aral™ scholar Abu Raihan Al-Biruni
of one thousand years ago to Mr. Nirad C.
Choudhury, scholar have made, analytical
study of intellectual life in India. 1 do not
have the slightest ability or the wish to make
it. All that | want here is to lay bate the
hypocrisy, inertia and cowardice which, 1
strongly feel, are bedevilling the whole intellec-
tual atmosphere in India today.

An intellectual true to the name is he who
searches for truth with total objectivity has
the guts to call a spade a spade and by no
other name. Twenty-live years have passed
since independence, but we can hardly find
even a handful of men to whom we can attri-
bute all the aforesaid intellectual traits. In
every sphere of life, whether in education or
literature, journalism or politics, inertia and
hypocrisy are becoming the rule of the day
Of course, some may smell cynicism in  my



writing ; but taking refuge in optimism, one
can not gloss over the reality. The afore-said
declin of intellectual life cannot be attributed
to accidental conditions but has a definit
historical nature. However, being a student,
1shall first discus': the general intelltctual decline
in the sphere of education.

Every thinking person in India today frankly
admits that ours is a rampant educational
system. The aim of our education is not
soceity orientated’ Undue emphasis is placed
on the individual success ri™t from the very
beginning of educational life. The talented
boys and girls who could have contributed
significantly to the upliftment of our society,
were they guided by proper educational ethics,
are today inspired in their studies merely by a
spirit of unholy competition. After having
secured a good university result or a doctorate
degree through this process of diehard compe-
tition, some of them get access to a university
or a reputed coUegeas professors. Once they
are thus established, the aim of education gets
fulfilled for them. Now they are no longer
inspired by any urge to carry on creative
of constructive works in the subject in which
they had been specialised. Moreover, the
feeling of overstrain resulting from the struggle
to get established mars their intellect or leaves
it inert and repetative. “Even brilliant re-
search workers in histoy and science,’’observes
Mr. Nirad. C. Choudhury, “gave up all further
work as soon as they had assured a satisfactory
career for themselves. Among Indian professor,
these are very few who produce new works
after their first research thesis.” (The intellec-
tual in India, page 32).

Moreover, because of the lack of social
consciousness with which they had been asso-
ciated throughout the whole educational life
as students, seldom do they actively bother
about innumerable defects in our socio-econo-
mic set up. At best, they study books written
by famous writers and then participate in lively
drawing room discussions, airing the views of
those writers in an imitative way. Even those
who condemn the establishment fi r its inherent
defects and ardently advocate a new social
system, hardly shed their petty middle class
inentality when they are confronted with prac-
tical things. | knew one or two public figures

in the academic sphere who treat people around
them who are “intellectually” inferior to them
(i.e. who have an insignificant book-knowledge
in comparison to them; as if they are not human
beings. And these r-eware well known for their
radical political ideology. Instead of succum-
bing to inertia and pseudo-cultuic, the least
that the teaching community can do today
is to take the initiative of overhauling and
reforming the present educational system.

Let’s now discuss how the spread of science
in our society has influenced the general inte-
llectual life. The scientific or the rational
outlook helps one considerably to W free from
dogmas, superstitions and prejudices and to
judge things in their right perspective. To
have a scientific mind, one should not necessarily
be a student of science in educational life.
The students of science are however expected
to develop a scientific mind. But as our educa-
tional ethics are sadly out of order, scientific
knowledge is hardly learnt or taught in its
proper spirit. That is why a fairly large number
of our educated people and that includes those
who are academically speaking, foUoWCTs of
scitnce, are still plagued by age-old superstitions,
taboos and dogmas. These rendci their lives
intellectually barren and dull and leave little
room in their mind for rational thinking.
Even in the science-laboiatories of educational
institutions, Vishakarma Puja is \Videly cele-
brated all over India. Mar*y people of science
in our society to-day sincerely believe and even
solemnly perform extravagant religious rites
and rituals. This state of affairs is more deplo-
rable in the Hindi-speaking belt than in other
part of India. Commenting on this shoddy
sate of affairs, Mr, Nirad. C. Chowdhury
writes, “And again, the hold of Astrology and
magic remins xmimpaired with a majoirty.
They would consult horoscopes, tal”e the advice
of astrologers and priests, perform religious
ceremonies of a magical character to avert
misfortune or cure illness.,Even a professors of
physics Would not think of it inconsistent with
bis vocation to wear an amulet.” This being
the state of affairs, it is hardly suprising that
Indians have made very little contributions to
the basic sciences. Of course in the field of
mathematics and physics, some Indian scien-
tists have made outstanding contributrions. But



this exceptional achievement has a very special
character. “It does not” observes one pro
minent writer, “touoh the general intellectual
life of the country, nor can by its very nature
foster intellectual habits and outlooks in the
people. The scientists who are making these
contributions are, so to say, emigrants from
India to the universal scientific World”. Gene
rally speaking, those with whom intellectual
convictions are a guiding force in shaping per-
sonality and manner of living and determinii.g
their response lo critical situations form a
small and ineffective minority within a small
minority.

Now about the general spectre of Indian
journalism. In a democratic country like
India where o”™her news-media are still urider-
developed, the Press can play a vital role in
moulding public opinion and consequently in
bringing about the desired socio-economic
changes in the country. But the national Press
has so far failed to live up to these responsibili-
ties. This is so because almost all our national
dailies are today controlled by the big business
houses, which strain every neive in maintaining
the present status-quo. NeVerthless, things
would have been better, hjid the crusadii*g spirit
of journalism which inspired the journalists
of the pre-independence era’ goaded the
working journalists of lhe post-independence
era. Sometimes it is argued that the feeling of
economic insecurity forces the working jour-
nalists to accept intellectual slavery at the hands
of the Vested interests. But, then, none can
say that the economic lot of the working jour-
nalists in the pre-independence era was better
than that of to-day. Besides, in a country
where teeming millions live much bellow the
poverty-line, this is to sweeping an excuse to
carry any weight. The fact is that it is only
the traditional spirit of nationalism (or in case
of regional newspapers chauvinism) which solely
can make the Indian jornalists valiant and
crusading.

How the Indian Press can indulge in yellow-
journalism is best illustrated in the time of
critical national events. To drive home this
point, let me cite the ignominious role that the
Calcutta dailies as well as their counterparts

in Assam played in the recent language distrub-
ances in Assam. Tne lies, nalf-truths* and
coolied-up stories published in the Culcutta-
dailies made a good mockery of the freedom
of the press. The Assam dailies also in general
went on publishing selective and provocative
news which helped a great deal in fomenting
disturbances. Many innocent lives would
have been saved, had these dailies displayed a
greater sense of social responsibility. During
and often the agitation, not even a single article
appeared in these dailies making a compre-
hensive and critical study of the lingering lan-
guage-problem of Assam.

Even in case of events of great importance,
the Indian Press was recorded to have published
news without proper verification. To drive
hance this point, | shall cite only one instance.
During the liberation of Bangladesh, a report
made big headlines in all oui national dailies
that General Tikka Khan was kille-d in Dacca
by a mob. in many cases like this, Indian
journalists seem to have valued wishful-thinking
more than the truth. This only sjiows that
journalistic ethics in Itdia are at a low ebb.

How many of the Indian journalists have
tried to explore why we failed to achieve in
25 years what China and Japan achieved in the
economic field ? How many of them tried to
explode the myth of the concept of mixed
economy which is mainly keeping the economic
status-quo in the country. The fact is that
Indian journalists, with a few exceptions, haVe
accepted intellectual prostitution knowingly
or unknowingly like their compatriots in their
spheres of intellectual life.

In the field of literature also, we are facing
a general intellectual decline. Of course, in
poetry and short-stories we have advanced a
great deal. But in these two cases also the
craze for new techniques (which are generally
borrowed from western literature) is more
significant than creative and inspiring ideas
and the portirat of appealing characters.
Modern poetry and even short-stories and
dramas seem to be only a means of intellec-
tual luxury in case of many writers.

( 10)



It is almost widely admitted that Indian
literature has made little progress in novels.
Since in novels it is not the literary technique
but fertile imagination and appealing and
skilful writing that count, Indian novels are
in a critical stage as a result of the general
intellectual decline in the country. Indeed
there are few Indian novels which are worthy
of universal recognition, why has there been no
Indian “Crime and Punishment” ? Why has
no Indian written, “How green was my valley ?°
Or why do we not find such Indian thought—
provoking novels like, “The fall” or “The
outsider’ ?

Does our so-called new generation hold
much promises to avert the present intellectual

malaise. | don’t think so. Because there is
not much “new” in our new-generation. Of
course, the new generation has a higher 1-Q,
and wider rajige of knowlegde than the old. But
what is sadly missing in them is a dedicated
sei se of duty and a greater sense of social
responsibility. But if an able organisation can
mobilise our youths and inspire them with
proper social ethics. Of course, I ymnot at all
sure how can all this be achieved the new
generation has the potentiality to break the
vicious circle of intellectual inertia, hypccrisy
and cowardice. Any way, lets hope that
this would happen in the near future. After
all ‘History is nothing but a progressive trans-
formation cf the human race.’



Prof. Parukutty Baruah

Silence is blessed temple,
Partake of its pleasures simple,
Always keep it consecrated,
And be as a soul devoted.

Out of silence springs melody
Sweet’ning ev’ry passing moment.
Silence is not what is moody
But remains a living fei'ment.

Silence sublime brought out system
Cosmic, stage of light and darkness ;
Perfects each life into a gem.
Matchless like the glitt’ring Venus.

Hast thou not yet joyed its beauty ?
Hast thou not been refreshed by it ?
Know then silence is a duty

That will make you for life more fit.



UNDERSTANDIINI

Azad Hussain
3rd Year Arts.

Shall 1 be lost in deep dark night
With the cricekts’ moaning
Touching and low ?

Like a little drop of dew on the tip
Of a blade of grass

Shall 1go ?

Shall 1 vanish with the rising Sun ?

in my heart that small flower-bud | keep

So secretly Wvith so much care ! in which is hidden
All its beauty, honey and fragrance sweet ;

Will not it bloom in full for man and world ?

Or will it fade away in dirty dust in Sun

And be buried herein bottomless gloomy pit ?

Then—

Are all my hopes and efforts of all these days
Truly false ? merely dreams ? as if things
Lodged with me useless shall not see

The light of day ; as if life’s leaf or flower

Is but to be tempest-blown and withered

And thus to be lost for eternity ?

If so—

Why the liney bud of my heart wants to bloom
into a full-bloomed lotus of hundred petals ?
Why to live I want ?

Giving all the wealth of my heart-lotus

Long for emptiness ; desire place in the heart
Of that Great One ?

Tell me not my friend, like one who dives not
Deep into Life and sadly says, “in the bosom
Of a boundless sea—

Life is a bubble : a transient

And triflingthing to me.”

( 3)
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Still is the night
Stiller is every moment
Melting like silvery dews.

Perhaps, it is the time

Of their return

Those little lambs

White as the winter nights
The nights—v/e saw them
In our Chaotic dreams.

Perhaps it is the time

To hear the music of the minstrel
In the throats of the,
Angle-Winged Sea-birds.

Now we are burning ourselves

With that age-old fire

(Which oiu’ grand grand fathers
had lit so long ago).

So that the night becomes
A little brighter
And those lambs return home.

( 14 )
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(in remembrance of my silent but salient days in Cotton College).

Beneath the Glasses
Your eyes flicker
Like fished lobster.

When your little
Mauve pupils saunter
On mine, they startle
In the ofF-hand seizure.

1 wear no glasses
So my eyes
Never wink lie.

But yours—

When 1 stare at you flutter

To resort on the side-way grove

Then i don’t know

What they pry

in the florescent trees of April’s evening.

( 15)



All Olympus was groaning under boredom
and it happened that a group of gaily robed
rustics were merry making in the valley below.

“Orainpotent, father” cried Mercury ill-
naturedly, “it would be rare sport to spoil
their finery and their fun by a shower.”

The suggestion was enthusiastically received
by the assembled duties.

It was announced that the blessed shower
was to wet only fools. The shower fell and
one Greek took shelter in his bouse while the
others were thro™-ghly drenched. So they fell
upon the shelterer with theii  firsts. The
tormented peasant with bended knees, prayed
to merciful Zeus to saVe him by sending another
shower that would Wet him, so that he would

(16 )



be as great a fool as them, and enable him to
live at peace among fools.

Down come the shower prayed for and with
it was poured wit and wisdom upon the man.
Henceforth he was the humorous philosopher
of the chief of district. Thus he gave birth
to the long line of court jesters called fools.

The fools have achieved a prominent place
in literature and especially in drama but
nowhere except in Shakespeare do we find
such a wide varity of fools, abounding in
with and wisdom, each occupying a signi-
ficant and amusing place in the dramas.

Shakespeare has indeed set the Thames on
fire with his dramatic skill. It is evident in
every line of his writing and the fools form an
important part of it. Where else do we find
fools mere skull, the source of so much rumi-
nation and philosophic speculation. In a few
words the entire picture of his life and his
character is placed before us. It was the skull
of Yorick, the King’s jester, when Hamlet
was a little boy. Hamlet, a young Danish
prince accompanied by his fiiend Horatio,
stands by a low wall that encloses a grcse yard
watching an old sextou who is digging a grave,

with professioned unconcern the sexton shovels
out a skull.

Shocked at the apparent indifference of the
old man to these dead relics, the prince advances
and engages him in conversation. Upon
learning the facts, memories of the part float
before him, the days when he roamed around
with Yorick, those happy far off days of
childhood.

And, Yorick had turned to dust, Yorick
whose merry laughter, his fun and frolic had
once rung through the city. Yorick who
had with his mischierous disposition thrown
the flagon of Rhenish wine wupon the grave
digger’s head

The lines upon him are brief but they are
vivid, as if Yorick himsclf had gambolled be-
fore us, jingled his bells over our ears.

And the dear prince pensire with such
thoghts, heart laden with sorrow and anxiety

The Fools of Shakespeare

imprints upon our mind that ‘sceptre and
crown must tunable down’ for ‘death days its
icy hands on kings’ and small and big alike
become one with death.

Shakespeare’s witiiest and wisert fool was
undoubtedly Touchstone in ‘As you like it’.
He is a domestic fool at the court of the duke
and is indeed the most popular of all Shakes-
pear’s fool. The “Hamlet of Moteley’ ashe
has been called is certainly not a bufibon.
Of sound judgement and wit that is steady
instead of scintillating. Touchstone  takes
no advantage of his fools position to hold up
for malicious ridicule those people not exactly
in his favour. Had he met the grave digger
as Yorick did, he would probably have immer-
sed in philosophic ar~*ments with him instead
of showeiing him with the Rhenish wine !

The requirements of a fool are given by
Viola in “Twelfth night > (act 111 sc- VJ

This fellows wise enough to play the fools.
And to do that well craves a kind of wits,
He must obseive their mood on whom he

jests,
The quality of persons and the time
And, like the haggard, check at every feather,
That comes before biseye. Thisiaapractice,
As full of labour as a wise man’s art.

For folly that he wisely shows is bit,
But wise men, folly-fallen, quite taint

their wit.

And Touchstone fully satisfies these traits
of the fools essentials to then cfiice. To
gucte an instance cf his wit we can go back to
the story of the Knight and the pancakes.
The couitins Rosalind and Celia in the
garden of the Dukes palace, when they are
approached by Touchstone, who addressing
Celia says ‘“Mistress you must come away
to your father.” Celia questioned, *“Were
you made the messenger 7 “No by mine
honour”, asseris Touchstone, “but | was bid
to come for you.” Now, honour was never a
strong point in fools so Rosalind at once
queries, “Where learned you that oath fool ?7,
to which Touchstone replies, “of a certain
Knight who swore by his honour they were
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good pancakes and swore by his honour the
mustard was naught. Now I'll stand to it,
the pancakes were naught and the mustard
was good, and yet was. not the Knight /brsworn*’.

The ladies grew' sarcastic. “How prove
you that in the great heap of your knowledge ?”
Celia asks. Rosalind adds, “Ay, marry, how
unnuzzle your wisdom ?” So Touchstone
request them, “stand you both forth now,
stroke your chins, and swear by your beard
that 1 am a knaVe”. The ladies obey, Celia
enclaiming, “By our beards if we had them,
thou art’. Touclustone concludes the story
and the argument by asserting, “By ray knavery,
if 1 had it, then | were ; but if you swear by
that is NOt YOU are NOt forsworn. No more
was this Knight swearing by his honour for
he never had any ; or if he had, we had sworn
it away before ever he saw those pancakes or
that mustard,’.

The later part of the drama deals with
Touchstone’s aifection when he falls a victim
to the bucolic charms of Audrey. The episode
of Audrey’s suitors and Touchstone’s ultimate
victory besides being witty and amusing, is
Shakespeares satire on the world.

The least interesting of the jesters that
Shakespeare has given us is probably Trin-
culo of “The Tempest.” When Caliban the semi-
savage says of him, ‘what a pied ninny’s this’
we cannot but agree. In the first instance
he appears in a heavy form, in the second
he is under the influence of liquor and in the
third he is persued by friends through a horse-
pond' He is held up for ridicule throughout
his appearences. Caliban helds him in con-
tempt and his comrade Stephano has no qualm
about feeding his with blows.

He is the Epitove of the fools of that period
when Shakespeare wrote ‘The Tempest.” The
printing press had been established and people
had access to wit and humour through books
and the poor court jester was losing ground.
He merely became a buffon for the benifit of
the ignorant and this character Shakespeare
portrays in Trinculo.

Feste is the jester and minotrol in Twelfth
Night of the household of Countess Olivia. He
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has neither a gentle humourous disposition nor
sententious wisdom and lends a forced kind
of wit more in tune with his profession. But
there are times when he makes some telling
points and delivers some very cleaver epigrans.
For instance when Lady Olivia sees him for
the first time in the play, her words are ""Take
the fool away.” The dialogue that ensues is.

Take away the

Clo ; Do yo hear fellows.

lady.

Oli : Go to, your® a dry fool. I'll no more
of you; besides you grow dishonest.

Clo ;Two faults Madam, that drink and good
counsel do amend for give the dry fool
drink, then is the fool not dry ; bid the
dishonest man mend himself ; if he mend
he is no longer dishonest ; anything that's
mended is but patched ; virtue that
transgresses is but patched with sin and
sin that amends is but patched with vir-
tue__ The lady bade take away the
fool, therefore | say again take her away.

Oli ; Sir 1 bade them take you away.

do :Misprison in the highest degree good.
Madonna give me leave to prove you a
fool.

Oli : Can you do it ?

Clo : Dexterously, good Madonna.

Oli : Make your proof.

Clo : I must catechise you for it--—- Good
Madonna why mourn’st there.

Oli : Good fool, for my brother’s death.

Clo ; I think his soul is in hell Madonna.

Oli : I know his soul is in heaven fool-

Clo : The more fool. Madonna, to mourn for
Your brother s soul being in heaven—
Take away the fool gentleman.

Feste had at times exhibited of a philo-
sophy as sound as it is wholesome. This
is found in the following dialogue.

Duke : How dost thou good fellow ?

Fes : Truely Sir the better for my foes and
the emorse for my friends.
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Duke : Just the contrary, the better for the
friends.

Fes : No Sir the emorse.
Duke ; How can that be ?

Fes : Marry Sir, they praise me and make an
ass out of me ; now my foes tell me plainly
I am an ass ; so that in my foes Sir |
profit in the knowledge of myself and
by my friends | am abused___why then
the worse for my friends and the better
for my foes. But this argument is worthy
of a wiser man than Feste.

Wherever we talk of a marry devil ‘we are
reminded of Launcelot Gobbo of“TheMerchant”
of Vanice, Shrewd but ignorant he provides
a lot of fun in the play. A servant to Shylock
he detests his job and debates within himself
whether he should take to his hells or stay on.
The soliloguy is wonderfully entertaining and
brings to light, the characters of Gobbo. Budge
says the friends, “Budge not” says the cons
science and he is on the horns of a dilemma.
He finds that his conscience counsels well.
But ultimately he finds that the friend gave
“the more friendly Counsel.”

With his mischious disposition he tries to
fool his father about his own identity and a
delightful conversation ansues. He plays a
messenger ane helps the elopement of Lorenzo
and Jessica. The jews daughter, after which
his part in play loses importance.

The only scene of humour in “Antony and
Cleopatra” is brought in by the bueolic clown
nearly at the end of the play. He is the capital
type of the conutry clodhopper, many of whom
still survive in remote English villages today
and such as the poet saw daily in Stratford
when he was a body.

His commission is to bring the ‘pretty
worm of Nilus’that Kills and pain not’ concealed
in a basket of figs to take unknown lady.
He is the ignorant of the significance of his
errand but honest in his warning. When
Cleopatra equires “Will it eat me ?” he re-
plies “ you must not think I am so simple but
1 know the devilitself will not eat such a wo-
man ; 1 know that a woman is a dish for the
Gods, if the devil dress her not. But truly

The Fools of Shakespeare

these same whoever on devils do the Gods great
harm in their woman, for in every ten that they
make the devils man fire.” Saluling, “l wish
you pay for the worm” ? the clown finally
departs.

Whoever would think of a grave yard at
might with a half dug grave and with skulls
and bones as accompaniments, as the location
for comedy ? Probably none other than the
ingenious Shakespeare under these settling we
find two grave diggers in Hamlet to provide us
with enough cause for laughter. Wit snapping
punning and delightful resoning between the
~ave diggers in this scene keep the atmosphere
light and enjoyable.

To quote an instance —

1st Gra : There is no ancient genetleman but
gardners, ditchers and grave makers
they hold Adams Profession.

2nd Gra, ; Was he a gentleman ?
1st Gra, : A, the first that ever bore arms.
‘tnd Gra, ;Why be had none.

1st Gra, : What art a heathen ? How does
thou understand the scripture ? The
scripture says Adden digged. Could he
dig Without arms ?

Lauce and Speed of “The Two Gentleman of
Verona” which was one of the poets works are
but prototypes of those that appear in his later
plays. The two clownish servants are repro-
duced as the two Dromios in “The comdey of
errors.” as Peter in ‘Romeo and Juliet and as
Launcelot Gobbo in “The Merchant of Vanice’.
They are young, full of mischief and fond of
humour. They ar6 keenly observant of the
foibles and weknesses of their masters.

Speed’s reflections on Sir Valentines love
lore condition is mingled with satire and humour,
denoting his keen observation.

Val :Why, how you know that 1 am in love ?
Speed Marry by these special marks : first
you have learnd (like Sir Prottens) to
wreath your arms like a Male-content :
to relish alove song like a Robin-Redbre-
ast :to walk alone like on like athat the
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pestilence : to sigh scholl boy that he
had lost his A.B.d to weep like a young
wench that had buried her Grandam :
to fast, like one that fears robbing : to
speak puling, like a beggar at Hallow-
Mass :you were v~ont, when you loughed,
to crow like a cock ; when you walked,
to walk like one of the lions :wlien you
fasted it was presently after dinner,
when you lookd sadly, it was for want
of money : And now you are metamor-
phis’d with a Mistress, that when | look
on you, | can hardly you my master.

We come to still another fool that in
Great tragedy, “King Lear”. This fool is
marked among others in that he has no name
and his age and personality are left for the
contrivance of our own inagination. Through-
out Lear’s struggle, the fool keeps him company
and with his wit and humour tries to draw the
King s mind of his misfortune. Flitting from
joke to joke the fool tones down the harshness
and anger of the King, but with all this, humour
is mingled a tenderness that we feel a tear forc-
ing its way out of the eye. In King Lear’

loneliest and deeperst moments of grief, the fool
is his constant company. Here is Shakespeare
lying side by side comedy and sorrow of
life giving vent to the deepest tragedy.
Majesty and motley stand side by side bound
by fidelty and love.

Unlike many of the other writers we find
Shakespeare imparting some of the wisest
maxims and profitable sayings through such
characters like servants and clowns. The
clowns have distinguished themselves in all
his plays.

In a grim world of tragedy and wickedness
fools provide laughter  The harsh realities
of life are brought into keener focus as a result.
At the same time we are given to realise that
in every sphere of life comedy occupies a place
and no matter how tragic the circumstances,
comedy is invariably there. In Shakespeare s
own worlds, “Foolery Sir does walk about the
orb like the sun ; it shines every where.”

(The writer is indebted to Mr.
Warde for some of the ideasj.
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The year marking the silver Jubilee of India’s
release from the imperialist bondage can also be
regarded as a land-mark indicating the comple
tion of two decades of formal economic plann-
ingin the coimtry. Notwithstanding the various
‘do’s and ‘don’t’s imposed by the existing demo-
cratic set-up, the conceptual and operational
loopholes in the strategy and plan procedure,
the draw-backs of unco-ordinated policies and,
above all, the colossal loss caused by a number
of war-hostilities, one should not fail to note
that India’s development performance has
travelled quite some distance.

Growth indicators :

One can, without much effort, visualise
India’s growth performance during 1950-51
1970-71 by immediately tlooking into several
indicators. National income in this country
displayed its upward rise at an annual rate
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of 3'6%, simul aneously the annual growth
rate of agricultural output and industrial
output went up at the rate of 3'2% and 64%
respectively. In per capita terms, national
income grew by 1'5% per annum. At the
same time foodgrain output exhibited an
yearly growth of 1'4%. Focd grain output
per hectare grew at a rate of 1‘9% per annum.
The ratio of savings to income, now 10% is
almost double the figure available in 1950-51
The inVestment-income ration has also regis-
tered its increase from 5'6% to 11 % indicating
a two-fold increase. No less consider-
able upliftment has occured to the import-
substitution zone where the ratio of imports to
national income has shown its decline from
7'3% to 4'8% while the proportion between
port of capital goods and net investment
descended from about 30% to about 16% and
import of new materials and intermediates as
a proportion of mining and manufacturing
output went down from 376% to 16‘5%.
It shovild be mentioned that net external assis-
tance to national income ascended to 3'6%
during 1966-67 and has been declining since
then. During 1970-71 this ratio was only 1'1%
as against 0-3% during 1950-51.

Levels of Living

Consequently, the levels of living have
not remained static ; there has been at least
some im.provement in keeping witdi the rate
of overall growth. Per capita food grains
outpur has moved at an annual rate of around
14% and the orginised sector has managed to
absorb a labour force of about 5% per annum.
The production of several new commodities
like steel and aluminimujn utensils, plastic
wares, synthetic fibres, bicycles, radios, T-V sets
and watches has added to the charm of house-
wife’s baskets and the glamour of the gents.

In this context, it must be pointed out
that the attempt to remove the educational
backwardness did not prove a mere fruitless
task. An enquiry on enrolment in primary
schools, secondary scnools and universities
snows an annual growth rate of 5%9%, 96%
and 10% respectively. Technical education
and the studies in medicine are no longer un-
cared for as the case had been during the pe-
independence period. Admission capacity for
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higher technical education has increased at a
yearly rate of 9 to 11% Despite the attempts
to convert the hospitals into ‘houses of healing’
against the time-old popular belief of ‘houses
of horrors’, none can venture to deny keel irg
an eye on the statics available that number of
doctors and beds in hospitals has risen at an
annual rate of 3'5% and 4'3% respectively,
while the number of Primary health centres
has shown an annual increase at the rate of
14%. Efforts have also been made to bring the
masses into the ‘main educational stream’. As
a result, the rate of literacy has gone up from
16‘6% to 29'4% hoWeVer trifle the achievement
might seem to be. Comparatively better food
and a bit suitable nourishment had due impact
on the society as a whole. Thus life expectancj-
has registered a record increase from 32'5
years to 52 years within an interval of a couple
of decades. In the rural side about 94%
of the house holds live in tneir own houses,
while in the urban areas about 46% of the
households own their houses.

Growth measures in the rural areas ;

The illustration can further be extended
by citing the happenings in the country side.
We have completed at least three distinct
phases in our effort to drag agriculture from
its age-long sordid state to a state of dynamism
and giowth. In our intial effort, the stress was
laid on building infrastructure and other over-
heads strong base for agricultural industry
which included no less a task than the construc-
tion of multi-purpose irrigation projects power
projects etc. In the intennediate phase, em-
phasis was given on blanketing the entire rural
landscape through the extension activities as
pronounced by C.D.P. And finally, during
the phase of the New Agricultural Strategy
certain sectors and economic units were picked
out for extensive growth-purposes. During
each of these phases the expectation Was for
the emergence of the spread effects covering the
totality of agriculture, either because the infra-
structure was being promoted or because the
dissemination technology was being trans-
formed in a particularway.

It should be noted that India started its
growth process under much greater handicaps
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than those experienced by the developed coun-
tries during 19th Century. Even Japan with
an early start and with more favourable environ-
ment in may ways than India i.e. royal Patro-
nage, accumuluted human skill, low pressure of
democratic forces and size of the country did
not experience a growth rate in national in-
come exceeding 4% per annum. To that ex-
tent, India’s growth performance has not been
so unsatisfactory.

The current Economic Crisis

All said and done, the fact remains that
the growth rate of Indian economy is certainly
not upto the mark. Consequently, the economy
is currently passing through a crisis—a crisis
which can go against the growth forces.

The chief features of the crisis are the vicicus
hyper inflation and consequent rising prices
fall in the growth rate, decliming living standa
of the massess, widening disparties between the
havess and the have-nots and, last but not the
least, the engulfing venture of the monopolists.

Causes :

One can, without much brooding, single
out the heavy doses of deficit financing in
various Five Year Plans as ‘Number-one-Culprit’
for the emergence of the unprecedented infla-
tionary pressure on the economy. The Firs’
Five Year Plan initiated showing seeds of what,
to-day, is a large spreading poisonous tree.
During this period the deficit finacning re-
commended was Rs. 333 crores. In the second
Five Year Plan another Rs. 954 crores were
resorted to to meet the target needs. In the
Third and Fourth Plan the same story was
retold when this amount mounted to Rs. 1133
crores and Rs. 850 crores respectively. Even
during Plan holidays, deficit financing clung to
its role sincerely. Not only it refused to leave,
but it seemed to have sefved the office with all
the strength and ingenuity to fan the flame-
During the year 1971-72 alone the figure repre-
sented an amount not less than Rs. 1000 crores.
These heavy doses of deficit financing without
the requisite integrated price policy have re-
quisite integrated price policy have resulted in
steep rise in prices and the dwindling living
stadards of the common people. With the
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year 1949 us the base, the consumer price in-
dex for working class has gone up from 101
in 1950-51 to 226 in 1970-71. From the state-
ment given one can imagine how tremendous
the inflationary pressure must have been

The latest figures given out by the Reserve
Bank of India reveals that the estimate of natio-
nal income growth in 1971-72 would be around
3%. Against the background of the fact
that India’s population increases at an yearly
rate of about 2°5%, the corresponding progress
in the per capita income would be less than
1% This fact, in the main, accounts for the
low per capita savings and the decline in the
rate of growth.

The direction of economic development
has been such that there has been an abrupt
increase in the incomes of the rich and wide
prevalence of proverty in the huts of the poor
Professor Dandekar has identified more than
40% of rural population as living below the
proverty line in terms of his criterion wherea
there is a greater concentration of wealth in the
hands of the few. From 1966-77 to 1969-70,
for instance, the Tatas capital assets have
increased from Rs. 505 crores to Rs. 638 crores
and the the Birlas assets have grown from
Rs. 458 crores to Rs. 630 crores. A similar
pattern is revealed in the case of assetso. of
other big business houses.

The land policy so far followed by the
government is certainly behind the scene of
pronounced in equalities in operational land
hclidays. A survey in 1961-62 reveals that the
number of landholdings with an area less than
1 (one) hectre constitute 39'1% whereas that
with areas greater tnan 20 hectores accounts for
1%of tne aggregated land holdings. Moreover,
there has been a steep rise in the percentage of
landless agricultural labors from 16°7% in 1961
to 25-8% in 1971

Of all the economic problems currently
facing the country, | think, the problem of
price rise looms large in the horizon. It is the
common people who are most hard hit by the
ever rising prices. Whzt do they want ?
Nothing more than the basic needs of life a
square meal, a piece of cloth to wear, a hut
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to live in and the smiling faces of the children. mobilisation such as unearthing fabulous black
But still, the irnoy of fate is that they cannot money of the order of Rs. 1400 crores will have
moke both end’s meet with the purchasing to be explored. For this purpose, the adevise
power at the disposal. These poor and ofdemonitisation as pointed outin the Wanchoo
innocent people fall victims to the unscrupulous Committee report on Direct Taxation will have
price policy adopted by the Gove nment. to be thogoughly utilised.

The problem of price has been aggravated The imposition of a new tax on agricultural
by other problems like poverty, higher birth- produce is a sine qua non. The introduction
rate, illiteracy, educated unemployed, fall in of capital levy, ceiling on urban property, in-
efficiency, fall in production and misleading come and expenditure can make a wholesome
policy regarding landholdings. contribution to the national treasury. If all

the schemes of resource mobilisation are tactfijlly

Consequently, dissatisfaction over planning exploited, deficit financing can be brought dovra
grovs'ing up and opinion against planning is to the rock bottom minimum and consequently,
gradually building up. inflationary pressure on the economy can be

seized. This would invariably lead to a reduc-
Cure : tion in prices and thereby help in arresting the

The economic Puzzle in the country can be evil trends of dwindling living standards of
disentangled by over hauling the entire economy~ the massess.
on the socialist lines. To counteract and
decapitate the effect of inflationary pressure . . .
on the economy, the levels of production Wil The middlemen to-day is squeezing the
have to be considerably raised to its prime and POOr agriculturists on one hand and cutting
rate of growth enhanced. The production, the throat of consumers on the other. To
however, cannot be stepped up by cor.sidering eradicate this inhuman butchery and the robbery
it in isolation without any concern for the prob- uUnder broad daylight, the wholesale trade in
lem of built-in distribution. The problem of foodgrains and other essential commodities

production and distribution are irrevocably should be brought under the jurisdiction of the
linked up. state and distribution mechanism be trusted to

a well-equipped co-operatives. The production
of essential commodities must be cirumscribed
within the public sector. As such the eflBciency
of the public sector has to be elevated to the
necessary maximum.

The absolutely uneven distribution of opera-
tional holdings, as evident from the figures
available, speels the worst disincentive effect
to step up agricultural output. The organic
revision of the land ceiling laws is, therefore
a must in the immediate future and it should
be retrospectively implemented from the year
1950 so as to upset all the effects of the fraudu-

lent land transfers committed by the landlords.

The surplus lands will have to be alloted soon ©f production must be fixed up for all the
among the landless peasantsl small farmers’ natlonallsed Industl’les and faI|UI’e Of manage'

Harijans and Adivasis to whom a piece of land Ment must be severely dealt with. It should
is an object, dear next to only their children. be noted that industrial production fell to
This, if effected, will augmnot form production 4.5% in 1970 and it was just 15% in 1971.
innotime. The technical know-hov/ and machi-
nery such as tractors etc. should be made The banks were fervently nationalised with
available to these poor preasants tnrough service a view to entrusting the government with a
co-operatives to keep the levels of productivity tremendous power of intervention, in every
intact. type of business enterprise, both large and
small and widespread power of control and pla-
The practice of deficit financing will have nning over the entire economy. But even after
to be restricted and other measures of resource nationalisation of major financial institutions,

Another factor responsible for the down-
ward trend in the industrial output is the under-
utilised and unutilised installed capacity of
industrial units. To expel this omen, targets
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there seemed to have been no radical revision
of the old credit norms of banking and
insurances. The sucidal policy so far followed
by the banking and insurances remind’'s one of
the well-known proverbial truth : “Old wine
in new bottle”. That is why the big business
houses continue to be the major beneficiaries
from these credit institutions whereas the pro-
vision of adequate credit facilities to the back-
ward peasants and small entreprenurs for agri-
cultural as well as industrial development is
deliberately ruled out. Here also this sugges-
tion is enough that in the interest of healthy
and balanced economic growth, the obsolete
and bureaucratic contexture of the financial
institutions w}l have to undergo a qualitative
change.

If the strategy of development, economic
policies and the working of financial institutions
are subject to such a drastic revision, and any
malpractioner found anywhere is hanged on the
nearest light post as promised by a departed
leader of this country not very long ago, then

only the existing economic Crisis can be
OVERCOME !

Planning and the people : ‘We 560 millions.’

Within a few years of inception of the
planning, the common people have been receiv-
ing a step-motherly treatment' | quote Prof.
Dandevate, M.P. :

“Between 1955 and 1965, the production
of motor cars increased four fold, that of refri-
gerators 100 times and of air conditio™ier 8 times.
In the recent times, the production of Televi-
sion sets has risen 200 times. On the other
hand, the production of essential articles of
consumption like cloth, yarn, sugar, salt and
bicycle have fallen by 7,11,14 and 6'5 percent
respectively in 1971.” (The Assam Tiibune,
Thursday, October, 19, 1972).

The instance, given above, calls spade a
spade. It is the open secret that Planning has,
through out the couple of decades, proved a
boon to the affluent section whose purchasing
power has increased many times more. Against
this background, Planning has spelled a curse
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to the common people whose purchasing power
has been totally robbed of, and consequently
peoples faith in planning has unreued.

Admitting the fact that we, Indians are
all common people bearing a few exceptions
born under auspicious stars, it is, on the eve of
the Fifth Five Year Plan, high time for the
government to restore the confidence of the
masses. Hence, in the forthcoming Plan period
well-organised planning apparatus designed to
stabilise the price line is an unavoidable must.
In the absence of price stability, the lot of the
common men for whom the plan is basically
meant will not be improved and, planning
would be like Hamlet staged where Hamlet
is left out.

The Voice of the planner must be the voice
of the Common man. From the valley of the
Brahmaputra to the valley of the Indus, from
Kashmir to Cape Comorin i revails the same mist
ofdoubt in every mind: “Eradication ofproverty
or eradication ofthe poor ? Will the authority
go deeper into the vicious Psychology of the
Colossal hungry generation ? Do they come to
believe that the every increasing reserve army
of unemployed labourers which is more than
35 millions at the moment will remain mum
holding the continuous burning inside ? Why
after a quarter of a century since independence,
37 crores of people out of 56 crores remain
blind—completely illiterate? How long will
India continue to be called a rich country inha-
bited by the poor people ? Why India still
registers the greatest number of beggar s in the
World ? Do these charactertics constitute the
hall-mark of a planned economy ? Why in
spite of so much hue and cry the traditional co-
ttage indusiries, the \ital sedoJ of the economy
and the main support of the poor, still continues
to be disappearing one after another parti-
cularly, since the beggining of the planning
era ? Isit not a fact that they are being con-
sumed by the giant industrialists who take full
advantage of the suicidal policy of price-mecha-
nism that the government has adopted ? As
far as | can recollect it appeared in one of the
leading news papers of our country during the
early months of this year that a certain survey
carried on by the U.N. has revealed that ‘none
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of the entire younger generations in India knov/
what a minimum nutritous dish is like.

Itis a verdict from the history that no one can
continue befooling all the men for all the time,
to come. If the government fails at this crucid
moment to control the fire in the stomach that
the 560 millions hold to-day is bound to burst
into a fire of revolution. Then it is the reader
of the future history who will decide whether
the ruler was correct or the ruled- But I hope
1 am mistaken.
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One may wonder why of all the subjects |
have chosen about the Garo people well during
my college days | have learnt that many of my
friends are still ignorant of this people, and a
large number will ask the same question
“Where is Garo Hills 7 '“~Who are they ?”
“Is there any place worth seeing 7’

Now permit me please to hurry on the topic,
since you can never come to learn, what is
true of this highlanders, before you have come
across, and engaged in a talk with one, in a
friendly manner.

To begin with, let us guess the origin of
this people, which is however so obscure. All
available records serve to show that the Garos
came into India in successive waves of migra-
tion through Burma and Tibet during the
period as between 2000 B.C. and from 1000
B.C. from their ancient homelands in the upper
reaches 5f Yang-tse and Hoan-Ho rivers in
China. Garo Hills is situated in the North
Eastern part of Assam, now it belongs to the
newly formed state of Meghalaya.

The teaching of the missionaries have
succeeded in bringing about a moulding in-
fluence and most probably brought a happier and
fairer society of those one time warlike people.
The idea of animistic fatih too, has gradually
begun to disappear now. It is seen that in
the advanced group the condition of living
have obtained a good standard.

Though unlike in the past their present
society is fast changing, with the advancement
of education, and the growth of new social
philosophy, their simplicity and truthful heart
is not disturbed or exploited.

They are a free open hearted and honest
people. 1f you happen to be a guest of a Garo
family whether in (heir modern uptodate palace
or a rough bamboo hut, you will be received
with kind hospitality. Men and women work
hard and perhaps women work much. And in
certain places one may find that the most
beautiful girl is one who probably work hardest
with so tough but seemingly good health.
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Now, friends allow me to intoroducc a
place of interest, which can be called a “Dream-
land.” It is called “Balparkam” in South
Eastern part of the Craro Hills Distnct of
Meghalaya. Its literal interpretation simply
means where boistcroiis high winds blow. The
age old belief of the Garos is that it is the land
of the disembodied spirits. Moreover it is
believed that after death the human sjiirit in
their way to spirit and used to sojourn there
for a whi.e.

The sunrise and sunsets on the hill presents
a sheer panorama of indescribable beauty.
During the winter season it really looks like
the land of Ghosts. A visitor will easily dis-
cover numerous marks and signs and some of
the striking freaks of nature that is described
below truly exists there and I hope, this would
really satisfy the mental curiom( of H% visitors
and readers as for eg : DIKKI-NI-RNIQ Tliis
is the boat of Dikki. On the Wester;: f;ide of
the tablelend (for the Balpakram Hill is in the
shape of tableland) there stands a fully upraised
solid rocks. It looks just like a boat in shape
and design. Also on the Southernmost end
of the Balpakram Hill, there is a hillock knowji
as Chandodenga, on the Southern side of
which lies a rock_in the shape of an upturned
boat. This is RINg or the boat of
DIKKI.

Matchruni-Kram : This is the drum of
Matchru (a hero of the Garo Epic Lore) some
miles away to the Northern side of the main
table land. One can find a solid lump of stone
in the shape and size of a Kram (a Garo Drum).
It is said that anybody wao wants to lift it up
from the ground should do without uttering
any word beforehand, and that otherwise
nobody will be able to perform the feet. This
is called the Kram of Matchru.

Wakkabl : This is a crystal clear natural
pond, a few miles North of Balpakram Plateau.
Portions of this pond flows through u;ider-
ground channel, curiously enough live sea
couchshells are found in this pond.

The House of Siva : In the Pindengru Hill
some miles North East of Balpakram, one
finds a beautiful rock cave with a Siva Kirgam
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in it. The Garos call this roclc cave Siva
Thakurni Nok. (thatis house of Siva Thkur).

Chidimak Chianpl : This means the inky
water. It is as black as charcoal. On the
Northern side of the tableland there is "a small
pool of water upon a hallowed rock wkich. is
jet black in colour. It is believed that this
water is rendered black because the spirits
of the dead used to wash and take bath in it
to cleanse themselves of all earthy impurities
caused by cremation of their mortal coils.

It can be assured that Balpakram and its
surroundings is a virgin fertile land for the
interesting study and research work of Anthro-
pology, The unsurveyed prospects of the
belts of the lime stones and coal deposits along
with the varieties of sea shells, fossilized into
rocks all around the hill provide an immense
scope for Geological and Archeological studies.

For the students of Botany there are innu-
merable varieties of valuable medicinal flowering
herbs and orchids all over the hill for the pur-
pose of their research studies. Balpakram the
Beauty Queen of Garo Hills is worth visiting
by tourists from outside. What Kashmir is to
India; Balpakram is to Garo-Hills. It is an
unique example of the beauty of God’s own
handiwork which human beings can never
emulate.

So in conclusion. | should like to entreat
you my student friends, young and old alike,
to go deep into the interior parts of the hills
and see for yourself and enjoy the pleasure of
making variety of acquaintances and if truth
is stranger than fiction, it is no wonder to see
this land of mystic superstitious, fabulous as
legendary adorned w'ith a shround of heavenly
splendour and glory.

If Marco Polo be called ‘Tourist Par-
Exccllence’ who came to see and enjoy and if
this be the principle of tourism T should invite
you all to come to see and to enjoy for yourself
the land of the Garos, Or We may quote the
few lines which may be sai4 by the Garo people :

See Balpakram before you die

Or Garo Love and Legends cry
Hope to see it after you die.
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Akashvani Gaiihati-Dibrugarh, The local
news is read by Naba Sharma. The result of
P.U. (Sc) is out today. Among the 5472
candidates appeared....’

Bhupen was electrified as the words were
poured out of the transistor ; he snapped off
the switch and immediately shot out for gaon-
panchayat’s residence to find out his roll no.
in the “Dainik Asom.”

Yes, the result was out. The wiioie paper
was crammed witli roll numbers. Bhupen
picked out the paper and meticulously looked
over eacli roll no. from first div. to third div.
No there is no trace of roll no. N5312- His
face became pale as he came to the verge of the
list. No the list ended. Then ? He couldn®t
pass ? He could not cast off the initial shock
and he felt dizzy and suozy. He remained
paralysed on the bench as if he had been admi-
nistered hypodermic drugs. Then slowly his
brain began to function and he mumbled
Wl’ve failed.” He stood up and threw out
the paper and went-off home.

Pinaki Mazumder
3rd. Year, B.Sc.

As he slowly sauntered towards home,
the sweet memory of a year ago began to dawn
up in his brain cell. Just a year ago> he came
from the same place and heralded braggingly to
his parents, '‘Deota, I've passed the H.S.L.C.ex-
amination in the firstdivision with two letters.”
He remembered how his father hugged him
rejoicingly and mother instantly shot out for
the village '*‘Namghar” and gave worship to
Lord Bishnu. He remembered the exhalt that
flooded their house. Village people came to
witness him. The aged folks advised his father
to send him to the ‘X’ College, the sangam of
intellectual creams of Assam. The ‘'gaon-
panchayat’ told, | know it’s a reputed college.
Two years ago my son passed B.A. from there.
Really, if you want your son to be great, send
him over there.” It was impossible for his
parents to afford Rs. 150/- p.m. for him. His
father was a poor peasant. He cultivated in
the lease-land and just kept the wolf from the
door by virtue of hard labour. Still in the hope
that his son will be great in life, he got him
admitted to the college and boarded him in the
college hostel.

In the hostel, Bhupen was accorcd by a
battery of old boys, all were relaxing in cari-
catured posture. They had commonly an
annoying mustache on a well-shaven face
coupled with double-annoying thick side-burns
and long sampooed hair reaching down the
nape of the neck ; they were well-clad in ultra-
modern guni-shirts with their razzling-dazzling
prints and bell-bottomed pants ; all of them
were fagging and charming up jokes creating
up an amiable pleasant environ. Bhupen,
with suitcase gripped in right hand and an
old leather bag dangling from the left shoulder
entered the room, He was dressed in a baggy
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cotton shirt and a dirt-filmed catton pant
conspiaious for its antique design | specimen
which conveys how our sub-urban tailors are
off from the chi-ch.i fashion of the city.

“Hollo Pal ; are you the gcody budy
supposed to be housed in this room ?” all of
them vyelled in unison. Bhupen was puzzled
and managed to sound a mono-syllable “yes”
by his nervous-strickcn larynx.

“Aare yar, then get us introduced at first.
My name is Prakash Barua and these are some
of my thick pals—]lanju, Anju and Jitu.” said
one of them stubbijr.g the butt of his fag against
the naked surface of the table.

“My name is Bhupen Baisy. | come from
Dergaon.”

“Yea, Yea | understand that by youi boorish,
churlish costume and blush. Y’rea damn
silly guy who makes bold to step in this fabolous
college with your goddamn village culture and
etiquette,” smacked the boy with his yankee
accent adding up all his slang vocabulary.

Bhupen could not follow him.He was
quite at home in English but he found some-
thing in comprehensible in his words. Stutter-
ingly he replied, “l couldn’t rea;h you.”

A thunderous laughter intansiaed by the
multiple echoes against thereverbsrating walls
struck his ear-drum which in turn yeilded a
chain of pulses which the detecting device of
his brain gave a shocking sensation of a stiff
mock. The same chap ; jeered at him, “Ye,
rustic, y'll percievc it. Wait and see.”

Yes, they wereright. Within a few days
he brought an out andout change. He pur-
chased quarter a dozen of “turene” pants
designing it in the latest vogue and shirts deco-
rated with fiambyoant Bombay-dyeing unise
prints. He started to witness flicks frequently
and admired its sizzling croonings rollicking
comics, seducing scencs, sazzling nude dances
and erotic strippings.

The study became a secondar> affair to him

and half of his money drained out in cinema,
cafeteria and fagging and other sissy affairs.
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Prakash was an ardent lover of music. He
always listened to the popo songs and Hindi
Bibidh Bharati programme conspicuous by its
munshy hit filmy songs andhillarious musics.
Then he dished out the fantastic .songs in the

guiter—the notes of the craze-making—
“Hare Rama, Hare Krishna” “where do |
begin.”

Slowly he approached to the threshold of
the house. The dusk was set in. The whole
house was engulfed into pitch darkness. Only
in the room of the idol, a limited segment was
lit in by a flickering candle and his father was
warshipping the Lord Krishna tingling the bell.
He was chanting “Hare Rama Hare Krishna,
Krishna Krishna Hare Hare.” Bemused he
stood there.

Suddenly the chantings were jarred into the
vibrant pop voice of Usha lyer, “T love you,
... .Everybody___ Hare Krishna, Hare Rama."’
punctuated with jazzy music. He witnessed
that the images of Lord Krishna and Radha
were enlivened into the dandy Devanand and
vampy Zeenat Aman and finally shlit into thou-
sand and thousand of city boys and girls. And
they were crazily cr9oning and twisting around
the rotating dises which were mooning out the
virtuoso and verve packed croonings, “Dum
Maro Dam.” He located Prakash, Ranju,
Anju and Jitu among them. Suddenly, all the
delightful spectn tranished away and he saw in
the flickering light the beaning faces of Krishna
and Radha and they were worshipped by He
was not sure by whom whether it ws his father
or an integrated body of a category of men to
which his father and he belonged. He felt
deep darkness was crawling upon to devour
him and he swooned away. \~en the sense
came back, the first word that dawned inhis
memory “Religion is opium”, but he cou.d not
make out what it exatly meant.

(“The characters are absolutely fictitious.
Any mis-coincidences should not be target of
nagging.” author.)
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Wo is an economist ? Samuelson has
given an apt description of one. An economist
is a ‘worry bird’ of the nation. Samuelson
humorously says that in the days of his youth,
there used to be something in the gift shops
known as ‘worry birds’. If one bought these,
one could dump all worries to it. Similarly
he calls an economist a ‘worry bird’. All
worries of the nation are dumped on an econo-
mist and it is an economist’s duty to worry.
An economist Is paid to worry.

Economics, as it is is not to be treated as a
mere intellectual exercise. We have to culti-
vate a sense of urgency in acquiring the know-
ledge of economics and its api lication to our
society. Many students may be confronted
with the most perplexing question : “What is
the utility of studying economics when
there are so many subjects to learn ?” Let me
sum up the anwer in the words of Durbin  “Eco-
nomics is the intellectual religion of the day.”
A little rational thinking about economics and
its scope, will make one realise that the study of

S. N. Bhuyan
2nd Year, B.A.

the subject is a vital need for all round material
development. The existence of a plant, depend
mainly on its roots. The roots nourish the
plant and help it grow. Similarly, the founda-
tion stone of a nation is its economy. If the
economy of the nation is secured the people
are secured.

To a layman, the study of economics may
not seem very important. When | took the
subject in the first year class, | had no idea of
what it was like. | was perplexed by some
of the words used and sometimes, the words
used by the professor sounded Greek in my
ears. As time passed by, the importance of
the study of economics dawned on me. The
world of price, wage, interests, rates, taxes and
expenditure is a complicated one. The study
ofeconomics gives us a clue to maintain a balance
and to thrash out solutions for economic
problems.

It has now been well acclaimed that the
growth and development of a modern society
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vastly depends on the systematic and the scien-
tific study of the subject of* economics. Just
as it is interesting to knov/ the paths of phmcts
and the fascination to see and know the cathode
rays are formed, it is worthwhile and profitable
to know how banks create money, how infla-
tion behaves, how demand and supply ceter-
mine prices. For man to exist today, he
must know the value of things and how to
utilise the value he possesses. By economically
utilising what one possesses one can mvltiply
what one has and live comfortably and securely.

In addition to knov/ledgc, the study of
economics raises our exjDectations. The ana-
lysis of economic facts helps present the society
from falling into unpleasant economic situa-
tions in the future. This point was greatly
stressed by Samuclson. Economics lays down
rules for mankind to follow, for the advance-
ment of material prosp(;rity. Though econo-
mics is not a complete philosopliy of society,
it chiefly, if not solely, deals with everchanging
and subtle forces of nature.

The real object of economic science ihould
be the physical well being of man, since: every
individual in a society is an economic being.
Economics is neither a dismal scence nor the
Gospel of Manrow as ii: was considercc. to be
by some economists. 3’hc attempts to define
a goal for economics and to purify it fi“m the
faulty and quantitative assumption of utili-
tarian calculus is styled as New Welfare econo-
mics. Welfare economics gives a standradised
code to all economists to formulate .policies
of action. Pigou, in his ‘Economics of Wel-
fare’says “Our impulse is not the philosopher’s
impulse, knowledge for the sake of knowledge,
but rather the phisiologists, knowledge for the
sake of healing knowledge helps to bring.”
The main goal of economics is to contribute to
solutions of social welfare.

Most of us study economics in tl'.e hope
that it throws a lot of light upon the c-ause of
poverty and unemployment, indicatijig how
they can be eliminated. It is for thi> reason
that economics is a truly great sciencc. A? |
see it, to an economist the first problem is
unemplioyment.  If we can solve the problem
of unemployment in an economy, many other
problems, such as poverty, will dissolve along

32

with it. Now, one may ask “What is unemploy-
ment ?” When a perosn has no means or
ways of earning a livelihood, he is said to be
unemployed. Without making any contri-
bution to the economy, an unemployed person
takes a share from the cconomy. This weakens
the economy. The greater the number of
imemployed persons, the greater is the threat
to the economy.

In the present day context, economic plann-
ing has assumed significant importance. Many
liave begun to believe that it is onlv through
perspective planning of our economy, the real
solution to economic salvation can be found
out. But then, what actually does economic
planning mean ? I'0 many it is a misnomer.
Economic planning is the systematic scaling of
the countries’ potential resources, its assesment,
its utilisation and evaluation for future growth
to the nation.

Let us now see and analyse the economic
situation that is prevailing in India, if we
can study it in its right perspective, the real
and vital problems faced by the common man,
we can very well visualise the economic situation
obtaining in India at present. The vast multi-
tude of men who are leading a sub-standard
life comprise the bulk of the population, the
stupendous problem that India faces today are
that of poverty and unemployment. We are
facing this challenge in an economy which is
democratic. Moreover, the country is faced
with chronic problems of floods, drought, etc.
Plans must be made fool-proof in order to
safeguard the national interests. The very
existence of the nation depends upon safe and
sound planning. The first 5 years of indepen-
dence has seen many ‘ups and downs’
in our economy. We have been more of a
failure than success in many aspects. This is
because of wrong planning and failure to
carry out some of the plans with detei-
mination. But let this not dishearten us.
We learn from our failures and moreover 25
years is a very brief period in the life of a nation.
Our plaiuiers must see the problems in their
right perspective and not try to follow plans
borrowed from other coimtries.

Assam is placed in a very peculiar situation
in the economic canvass. She is very rich in
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her resources, but lacks infra structure for
economic growth. The problems posed by
Assam put a challenge to all economists. Poor
market, lack of skilled labour and eflicient and
speedy transportation facilities are some of
the reasons hampering the growth of Assam.
Moreover the state is narrowly linked with the
rest of the country and communication is
frequently interrupted and disrupted when severe
floods occur. For all these reasons, industria-
lists are not willing to start industries in this
region. Another point, the people of Assam
are rightly frustrated about is that half of
what is due to her, generally goes outside the
state. For example, most of any big companies’
head offices arc outside the state, which is a
constant drain of our capital. Also most
of thi labour force is brought from outside
the state. Half of what the labour force earns
in Assam is sent outside the state, thereby
stopping that am )unt of miney from circulating
in the state. We have no option but to go
in such a minn”*r, until and unless the govern-
ment takes sime steps. The central government
should realise the gravity of the situation in
this state and try to find a just solution. Our
Prims minister’s idea of a peaceful revolution
may very well turn out to be something else

learn economies ?

in this region, if things are left to remain in
this manner.

The main occupation of the people of Assam
is agricultuie. Hence, mo:e importance should
be given to the cottage industries, whch are
basically set upon agriciiltuie. We do not
need big industries for our development. If
we develop our cottage indvistries in a planned
and systematic manner, to my point of view,
we will be moving in the right direction. For
reassurance, we may look to Denmark and
Ho land. Even though their neighbours are
highly industrialised, these two countries are
wclf-sufficient. They do not have big industry
to name of, but depend mainly on their cottagc
industry which are pouUry and dairy.

To conclude, | would like to say that the
study of the subject of economics and its practi-
cal utilization, is essential in an economy.
Political and social factors should not comc
in the way of economic planning and its utili-
zation. Students of economics should realise
that they are in the unique position of guiding
the destmy of the nation.
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(A light on his latest film “Seema-baddha’)

Hiranya Choiidhury
3rd Year, (Arts).

There is no gainsaying that in the heyday
of yankee culture—the true manifestation of
bourgeois society—Satyajit’s  films provide
a sort of relief to the sterilized em:)tions of
cinegoers. But, as he himself is enchained
by the egoistic assertion of':he bourgeois society,
his success | is bound to be, limited.
He appears to me more like a man trying in
vain to lift art and culture out of the quagmire
it has fallen into. Atlcast, | have been con-
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firmed of this view after having seen his latest
venture “Seemabaddha”. (The Circumscribed).

An adaptation of Sankar’s rat:hcr melo-
dramatic novel, the story of the lilm is almost
a replica of the original, though Satyjit’s
mastery over the cine-mcdia remains unques-
tioned. Much has been talked about, and if
not volumes, a considerable amount has been
written on what fundamentally differentiates,
a novel from a cinema, a literaiy image from
a cinematic image. | can at, best, exemplify
this point by interpreting “Seemabaddha” in
terms of the cinematic image. “Seemabaddha”
one must admit, compels the audience to
feel that they arc witnessing a cinema and
not reading a novel, which but a few Indian
films have so far been able to do.

Tlie most memorable scene in “Seema-
baddha” chat takes the audience by surprise
is Cre treachery scene. }-fcre | think, Satyajit
has been able to rise to poetic heights and
see things therefrom. It is late at night and
everybody is fast asleep when the camera
faces Shyamalendu (the hero) almost absorbed
in the Hamlet-question : To be or not to be ?
Suddenly, he gets up from the chair after
hearing ihe bark of a dog (The barking of
the dog is symbolical of evil ideas slowly en-
veloping hijn) and rings someone up but we
hear nothing. Instead, the camera pans, ex-
cludes Shyamalendu from the frame, reveals
the coiling wire fastened to the receiver in
the full length which has itself become a natural
symbol of foul treachery.

Equally significant is the cabaret dancer
who garlands our hero on the day he is going
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to be made the director of the company, ft
is such a vitriolic irony on the successful heroes
of our time that it is likely to remain alive in
our memory for a long time to come. The
race course sequence has been utilised for
the same purpose. The joking remark of
Tutul "Ekhflne yadi ekia boma padto'] only adds

lustre to it.

The watch symbol deserves a special men-
tion here, whicli, however, is difficult to ex-
plain out of its context. An acquaintance
with the backgrouhd is not only important but
also inevitable for a better understanding of
tjic symbol. In a visit to her'sister and brother-
in law, Tutul is shown' without a watch to tie
round her'hand. Now as a person without a
watch looks somewhat odd- and a misfit in
the bourgeois milieu, Shaymalcndu lends her
his watch and makes a simple request to return
it when she leaves. All throughout the film
the audience notices that she is not-very-happy
in the company of her sister and brother-in-
law. Herself coming of a petit-bourgeois
family, where the twilight of hunian relations
still glimmers, she fears or gets irritated by
the heartlessness of the well-to-do section of
the society. There is nothing that they cannot
do to satiate their baser instincts But she is
all sympathy for her brother-in-law because
he was once a great admirer of Shakespeare
and her father. Her difficulty lies in that she*
cannot protest against anything that Shyama-
lendu does—this is partly because of her genti-
lity and partly for the feet that she is only a
guest there. |, suggest this is the position of
Satyajit Ray, himself, who, even after realising
the penury of the present system, fails to protest
vehemently ai”ainst it, In “Seemabaddha”
however, his heroine protests, though girlishly ;
she skives back the watch Shyamalendu had
lent her, and instead of celebrating the occasion
(Shyamalendu is now a director of a big com-
pany) resolves to leave them. The whole
sequence is significant, for, the return of the
watch to its former owner—cryptically dis-
paraging his success—by Tutul, who is con-
ceived as the alter ego of Shymalendu as Hora-
tio was of Hamlet in Shakespeare’s play, re-
veals, what more, intensifies the spiritual malaise
of Shaymalcndu, Moreover, the watch is also
sym~lical of Tutul’s “freedom from the time
cycle of a bankrupt society” though Mr. Ranjan

Satyajit Human Binunsi<m

K. Banerjee, a noted film reviewer, could not
quite accurately put it. People are so much
conscious (affected ?) of lime in the bourgeois
system that more often than not, they themselves
know not why “this sweaty haste” ?

Satyajit shows finesse in depicting this
restlessness of our time and Tutul’s alienation
from it though the final achievements (both
material and spiritual) of these Tutuls are not
unpredictable. Here, an analysis of the last
sequences of some of Satyajit’s films perhap’s
would not be out of place. In “Charulata”
Satyajit freezes the last shots of the last sequence
and with the aid of an audile montage that
interlaces the diametrically opposed virtues
clarifies his point of view : the world we live
in is a world of good and evil, light and shade,
raptures and sorrows, stormy nights and serene
morns. In  “Pratidwandi” (The Rival) the
sentimental hero attentively listens to the

' songbird he heard once in his childhood, which

mow enables him to escape to the euphoria of
his nostalgic past. Likewise, in “Seemabaddha”
prior to the depiction of the watch symbol,
in a close-up, Shyamalendu is shown panting
up the stairs one after another almost half
dead in his effort, the lift being out of order.

Shyamalendu is as much a tragic hero of
Satyajit as Hamlet is of Shakespeare but with
one notable distinction—while Hamlet fails
(or “fails absolutely” as A.W. Verity says) both
materiallyand spritually, Shayamalendu succeeds
in reaching the top rung of the social ladder
though at the cost of his spiritual happiness.
But as one knows Shyamalendu to be an adap-
table type and not at all a rebel, one fears,
Shyamalendu would soon overcome this momen-
tary depression much to the disappointment of
a Satyajit.

Music :

Satyajit perhaps believes that music which
chiefly speaks of concordance has little place,
if at all, in an age of ugly dissonance. Hence,
he minimises the role of music in his later
fims and in “Seemabaddha” alomost to the
barest point of negation, though the sound-
effects created from time to tme to externalise
the hero’s thoughts and emotions are unfor>
gettable and unique.
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Lastly, a comparison with Shatcespeare ?
No doubt, Satyajit sometimes prcmiises to
rise to the rank of a Shakespeare in tlelineation
of characters, but can we call him the true
representative of his age—which a Dante
or a Shakespeare was—for that alone ? (Is
it not surprising, if at all credible, that Satyajit
made a film in a year which witiiess'?d a great
upsurge of the down-trodden people, a big
terror of the rich, infact, the rich were so
terrorised that “their boring, banil society
activities reached an extremely low ebb” and
yet these gruesome realities left no trace in
his film ? Moreover, by excluding the workers
of “Peter Fans” from the frames, he laughed
off the proletarian movement in toto, for
Which, “Seemabaddha” in the last analysis,
remained only a prejudiced study of the better-
off class)

Shakespeare is great not because he doted
upon certain universal th-rughtS;, although the
bourgeois intellectuals would repeat ;his point
ad nauseam, but because he uiderstood
his age as nobody else did—the ai’e which
witnessed the decay of feudalism and the usher-
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ing ill of capitalism. Moreover, being the
most intelligent man of his time, he could
penetrate into the heart of the problems and
rend the painted veils surrounding things,
people, sentiments and values. And as hewas
never contented, new ideas, new philosphies
too, did not pass unquestioned. It is true
that Shakespeare questioned the new values,
but it is also true that he did not want fin-de-
siede values to replace them.

So, when Windham Lewis could say of
Shakespeare, in terms highly enthusiastic, that
“far from being a feudal poet, the Shakespeare
that "Trolus and Cressida”, “The Tempest” or
even “Coriolanus"’ shows us is much more a
Bolshevik (using this little word popularly)
than a figure of conservative romance’ (The
Lion and the Fox :P. 3), we have no such
high words for Satyajit : infact, to turn
to Satyajit is only to be depressed to
find him busy solacing himself and his
audience with the fading beauty (or the
“dying culture” as a  Christopher caudwell
would have put it) of the authors of Establish-
ment.
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Cottonians in the lime light

Mr. Utpiil Seiigupta, Mr. Amuha
Best Singer of Barua
tlie year. Best artist of’

the year.

N — Best Drama Team,
in the annualJ one act
play Competition®

2nd Mess | eam.

Miss Boiity Phukan pr. sita lahkar®

Best actress of  Best Mono-actor,
the year.



A Scene from the birlh-cenUnary Celebration
of Kanaklal Barua and Benudhar Rajkhowa.

Photo—Pranab Pathak.

Principal A. Jelil, taking guard of honour in the fndependence day
Silver Jubilee Celebration in our College.



Inter Hostel Voile Ball Champion,
3rd Mess Team.

Sitting From Lto R D. Talukdar, B. Ghaudhury { Cap ) prof. M.C. Bhuyan, ( Suptd ),
K. Mudiar, A. Sarkar.

Standing From L to R B, Das, B. Bhagawati, M. Barua, D. Das. D. Bordalai
( Best player)



Mr. Araarendra chankakati,
represented G.U. Table Tennisteam
consecutively for two years.

Cottonian in mountain
Photo—Devarat Sarma. -

Juvenile.
Photo—Jishnu Goswami.

Mr. Atul Gogoi,
‘MR. COTTO-V
For two successive years.

Imprisonment of nature
Photo—Surajit i*arua.



PETTY

IATIOIfALIStt
IN ASSAM

A. Baniah
2nd Year, B.A.

Don’t make any mistake about me. Having
little knowledge of Marx, Lenin or Mao, | am
no professor of a World Kingdonj but you
must admit that the Assam for Assamese feeling,
as we call it, falls under the petty nationaUm
class of the ‘isms’ and, infact it is said to be
extreme pettv nationalism. Controversy is
there whether the feeling is good or not but
my choice of discussing the subject is neither
because it is good, nor because it is bad. |
have decided to analyse the various aspects
of this feeling because at present it is the pre-
dominant spirit of the younger generations of
Assam to such an extent as was oever seen
before.

Assam for Assamese—Well, if Assam is
not for the Assamese for whom can it be ?
Yet we all know that it is not a mere slogan
of some mad persons—it has become a philo-
sophy of many sensitive minds. The feeling
is dominant in the political and social scene of
Assam ever since the day Assam was denied a
place in the National Anthem of India. This
omission, it was held, indicated the future
shape of the things to come. The bell of warn-
ing was rung by Ambikagiri Raichowdhury,

the great revolutionary poet of Assam and is
being repeatedly rung by others so that today
the echo spreads all over Assam. The language
movement of 1972 demonstrated that the
Assamese people especially the younger gene-
ration do regard the feeling as a need needed
to preserve themselves, it is held.

The dominance of *“Assam for Assamese”
feeling in Assam, discarded elsewhere as petty
nationalism and that too, at a time when the
people are suffering from extreme poverty is
real y something to be viewed with i terest.
Almost all the top leaders of Assam had been a
petty nationalist at least once in the yester
years, for unless he had this special quality to
his credit, he is bound to face dangerous set-
backs. What is all the more interesting is the
fact that this spirit of petty nationalism, ‘the
great enemy of the progressive forces of the
world’ is firmly rooted more among the pro-
gressive younger generation than the old.
Another grand irony is that *“ Assam for Assa-
mese” feeling is not accepted by the people in
its crude form. It has to be refined in a fatastic
manner, to indicate the real feeling of the people
of Assam ; who, no doubt, wants Assam for
Assamese, but they want this to take place
within the framework of Indian Union.

A petty nationalist has a place of high re-
gards among the younger generation of Assam,
I mean the students. It is believed that a
petty nationalist is a real patriot who gains
nothing from his political (or is it social ?)
ideology, that his is a life of supreme dedication
sacrificed for the welfare of the community
alone. It is, however, a spirit firmly rooted
more in the heart of the young Assamese than
in his head.

A real show of strength of the ‘Assam for
Assamese’ spirit came during the language
movement of 1960. The students were un-
doubtedly the chief sponsors of the movement.
Even since then, there were many movement
carried on mainly by students and almost
all of them possessed this unmistakable spirit
of petty nationalism. A striking feature appears
here. At least for the last twelve yeard the
young generations were being continuously
attracted by this spirit but the situation remains
surprisingly static. In the last movement on
the medium issue it was observed that the stu-
dents alone were the torch bearers. An in-
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creasing support should have resulted from'the
elder generations judging from the addition of
strength to the old cup. By. the end ol' these
twelve years, there shoiSld have been at least
eight to ten. full cups containing the spirit
of Assam for Assamese. But what we have
is still a new cup. (If you really want to be
more accurate you might say a new cup plus
another orie,r only one quarter filled). The
absence of the old cups cleariv point out that as
there is continuous addition, there is continuous
substraction as well. The siibstraction takes
place because of the fact that there is no clear
cut objective of the pettj' nationalist spirit and
for the last years it was used simply as a pretent
for agitation. No constiiictive programme had
been there to bring about the total effect that
.was expected to be achieved by agitation. The
.spirit was also used for selfish motives. The
strend being set for his ideology, an extremist
always gained popularitj'’ among the students
and cunning persons often exploited the senti-
ment by using it as a ladder for a politcal carreer
but as soon as his objective was served the whole
philosophy was promptlj'. abandoned.

'‘But in spite of these serious setbacks the
sentiment survives. Even the most powerful
current of Garibi ttatao socialism fails to wipe
out this feeling from the people of Assam.
They give more imporfahce to whafNehru spoke
from Sri Lanka during the’Chinese aggression
of 1962 than what the central leaders are doing
to remove poverty. In fact, the position today,
is such as was never seen before’. At present,
the sentiment is the ruling force of political
and social Assarn. How is tliat ?

The anti-Bengali feeling is one of the main
causes. During and after the war of indepen-
dence of Bangladesh a slogarn caused serious
concern in the minds of the Assamese people'—
'the slogan of Greater.Bengal which proposed-to
include Assam in its territory. 'Person'Mike
Maulana Bhasani of Bangladesh was one of
those who openly spoke of this Greater Bengal.
Bengalis are a minority in Assam but co'nside);ed
in the context of the whole Indian sub-continent
they are a huge majority capable of dominating
the Assamese. Past did hold bitter metaories of
expansionist designs of the Bengali'ds ovre the
Assamese. The idea of'Greater Bengal was
regarded as probable' by the Assamese and
a sense of vigilance spread in the minds of the
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Assamese. The Bengalids in Assam came to
be regarded as a constant threat to the language
and culture of the Assamese and gradually,
the general sense of vigilance turned into a
sense of hatred. The Assam for Aspmese
feeling got the upperhand as a force of resistance
to the Greater Bengal design. Today, even
the Naxalite movement is suspected to be a
design of the greater Bengal -visionaries to
counter the regional spirit in Assam.

The victory of the students’ movement on
the medium issue over the all powerful new
state govenrment is noteworthy. The students
did have a strong organisation. But mere
organisational work of students alone could
not have brought such a tremendous diffusion
of the spirit in rural as well as urban areas
merely by pointing out their grounds on the
medium issue. The great task was made all
the more difficult by the stiff opposition given
by the new state government and that also with
full co-operation from almost all the opposition
parties. Much was gained by arousing the
sentiment and emotions of the people than by
reasoning and organisation. True, the anti-
Bengali feeling had much to do with it. The
shameless brutal murder of the st'dents were
committed by members belonging to the Bengali
community. This added fuel «to fire. The
people were- fully <convineed of the greater
Bangla design ancf full support- was given -to
the Assam for Assamese spirit. But there was
another feature which brought the- total efiect
of the great upheaval. ]

. A great politcal drama had taken place in
the- Assam Congress resulting in a change of
leadership. Though the whole situation was
declared to be normal it was not so in reality.
A war had actually taken place. And appar-
rently, though a grand friendship had, all
of a sudden developed between,the warring
factors there was a new party taking the winn-
ing prize aftei" blowing the Tiolders out. Those
of the losing party who had no future left in
politics decided to' be'patriots for a change—
patriots » who could take revenge on their
opponents. Influencing the people was the
handicap. But that was -not so difficult for
one who tltought that Assam is for Assamese.
The people were convinced that the change of
leadership, in Assam was.the result of the direct
interference of Delhi in "Assam politics. That
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the centre, not content by dividing and ruling
Assam, was placing puppets as political autho-
rity so that they could do whatever they felt
like. People were patient but watchful
on the NEC  But on the medium issue they
lost ‘patience’. Deaths of students further
strengthened the spirit and sponteneous support
was there from all corners to the movement
in rural as well as urban areas, by the educated
as well as uneducated persons.

A spirit diffused—a philosophy got tight
hold over the people. Today, everywhere
the students are regarded as tiae true savers
ofthe land. The passimism of many is gradually
changing to optimism. The younger genera-
tion is presenting new rays of hopes. A great
dream is going to be fulfilled. A magnificient
change has taken place. Even the hostile state
government, today, devotes a considerable
portion of their speeches to the welfare of the
language and culture of the community along
with the slogans of Garibi Hatao.

Indeed, today, it is a success story of the
students. But just because of the fact that
the last agitation on the medium issue was the
strongest of the lot is it possible to conclude
that things are going to be new this time ?
Is the regional spirit more sincerethis time ?
Will this new cup be available for ever in near
future ?  Will the new beggining of the "petty-
nationalist” spirit end up with success ?
Answers are easy to be given in the affirmative
judging from the success story of the agitation.
But deeper look into the situations places
barriers in providing a quick answer in the
affirmative. '

To infuse a spirifconstructive work is nece-
ssary. And this is 'what has been absent all
these years. Organisation for welfare and
improvement of language and culture should be
very active. But student organisations are
not found so active in the constructive field as
they are in the war path In fact, even 4uirhg-
the movement there were cases of indiscipline,
irresponsibility on the part of students in places
like Nowgong, Dibrugarh and Sibsagar and other
places. Moreover,.one is inclined to Ibelieve
that the organisational work of the students are
receiving a big comma mark in the construc-
tive field after the agitation.

The recent seperatist tendency among the
tribal communities is not being given, due
impartance. The threat of further

Nationalisci in Assam

Jdisint-.

UTOPI/v judging from
the progress of the seperatist elements.
Many of the students feel th.t seperatists
have the backing of the state government.
And this why it is difficult to understand why
the students are hestitating to deal with the
problem ?  After the agitation (I mean the
attion part) the students have done almost
rtothing except attending reception meetings and
preparing a history of their success stroy
("ne fails to know where they succeeded ).
One suspects, today lest the great effort of
unity ends in total failure.

egratlon is not

The students still donot have a clear cut
programme of what they want to do—how they
Want to do. The intellectuals of Assam are
Auite unaware of what is happening and they
4ont know what is to be done. Some con-
cjemns the whole feeling as harmful and criti-
gizes it vehemently, which no way solves the
{iroblem. Others support it as good but dges
nothing for its betterment in practise. The
itsult is that when it is good there is no percep-
tible change ii the situation and even if it is
bad nobody makes an effort to improve,it.

A lot is, therefore, expected from the younger
generation. They have the precedents of their
predecessors before them and can choose between
the good and the evil. Constructive steps with
broader outlook, greater vision with unsel-
fish sacrifice and not mere slogans and strikes
will make a better Assam.

However, it will be foolish to describe the
the student force of Assam as reactionaries,
agents of the capitalist forces delaying a class
struggle. For the truth comes no way near the
assumption—allegation, to putit more correc-
tly. The real feeling of the student force in
general is one of great earnestness and since-
rity. But the way they want to achieve their
ends, the great difference between theory and
practise offers greater scope of criticism. It
is high time for the students to take up further
steps to employ their energies with still
more accuracy. Will the new generation march
along the old or will it, as is hoped, march in
an altogether new path is the great question
deciding the fate of petty nationalism in this
part of India, called Assam._ ,
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m
ASSAMESE GENERAL

MOGUL COURT

By
Prof. Abdul Jalil, M.A. LLB.
Principal, Cotton coliege.
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Mir Jumla, the great Mogul General of
Emperor Aurangzib after reaching Garhgaon
hadto wait there for supply as the rainy season
had already begun. In the words of historian
E.A. Gait “Owing to famine in Bengal, further,
were not forthcoming. Mir Jumlah fell se-
riously ill and could travel only by plauquin ;
and his troops were so discontented that large
numbers threatened to desert rather than enter
the pestilential climate of Namrup. Mir
Jumlah was thus compelled to listen to the
Raja’s repeated overtures and peace was agreed
to on the following terms :—AJyadhaj Singh to
send a daughter to the Imperial harem etc...”

Accordingly one princess named Ramani
Gabhatu was sent to the Mogul Court with a
large number of presents and a retinue of
escorts. With these escorts one young boy
Dhanbar Ligira by name was sent as a personal
ladyguard of the Princess. The Princess and
her escorts were kept in the Imperial palace at
Delhi and later on in 1688 as mentioned in
Maasir-e-Alamgirie the princess was married
to Prince Azam and she took the name of
Rahmal Banu Begum. After a few years
the Emperor Sent Prince Azam to Dacca as
the Governor of the Eastern part of Moguj
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Empire. Princess Rahmat Baru accompanied
her husband but Dhanbar remained in the
Imperial Palace at Delhi.

Sahabuddin the historian who accompanied
Mir Jumla writes about Dhanbar in “Safar-e-
Mulukat” “he is the main escort of the
princess. He is short, handsome and strongly
built. Throughout the whole journey he
showed his physical powers and his mastership
in archery.” A competition of archery and
horse race was held in the Tughlakabad field
where all the members of the Imperial Body
guard took part. The Emperor also came to
exchange the competitors. Dhanbar here
showed his mastery both in archery and horse-
manship. The Emperor was very much pleased
and took him to the contingent of his personal
body guards and made him a lieutenant over
two hundred horse soldiers. (Maasir-e-Alam-
giri). By his zeal for works and dutifulness he
got the favour of the Emperor and rose to the
rank of a mansubdar. Dhanbar was no longer
Dhanbar Ligira but was known as Mansubdar
Dhan Mahmud. He used to learn the tactics
of descert fighting from Raja Jai Sign and in
two compaign.-; to subdue the rebels the Empe-
ror sent him with Raja Jai Sigh to Alwar ~nd
Chitor (Kafi Inchries Taarikh-e-Hakumat).
He was quite successful in defeating the rebel
princesses and he brought them to the Emperor
chained and humbled. In a darbar in the
Dewanikhas in Lalkilla the Emperor praised him
for his dutifulness and value.

When the Emperor got very much trouble
from the Marathas and from Bijapur and Gol-

Mogul Court

kxinda he proposed to take a campaign to
Deccan. It is stated by Kafi Khan in Taarikh-e-
Hukumat that Emperor cosuited with Dhan
Mahmud along with others before taleing that
compaign and he as ked Dhan Mahmud to lead
contingent of one thousand horse soldiers to
Bijapur. While the Emperor was in the Deccan
Dhan Mahmud was also with him and in the
seize of Bijapur he took active part along with
prince Ashifzalu. Although the Emperor won
the Deccan war, his health was ruined and he
could not come back to Delhi. He had to
breathe his last there. After the death of the
Emperor what happened to Dhan Mahmud
is not known. Kafi Khan is silent regarding
the last days of his life. But from the Bar-
harestan-e-Gaibi of Dr. M.l. Bora it is found
that Dhanbar kept a link with princess Ramani
Gabharu when she was at Decca with her hus-
band. Dhanbar wrote in Persian as to how he
felt at the Mog | court and how he still re-
membered his motherland Garghaon and
Sargadeo. In one letter he wrote that in spite
of all the luxuries and fame he attained in the
Mogul Court he could not forget the sweet

rainv climate of his home and green fields of
his village.

Our young students will be able to know
more about this young Assamese general of
seventeenth Century who occupied such an
honoured position in the Mogul court of they
study the contemporary history written in
in Persian by different Historians of those days.
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Cotton College—

A Retrospect

Jugal Kr. Goswamy.
3rd Year, B.A.

So that | have almost completed my course
of study in this college, and now at the cross-
road to an other world, I feel inclined to have
a lookback to my past days in the college to
observe a few things in the light of my expe-
riences.

The day when | first entered the college, |
was at an awkward position, knowing almost
nothing of this vast institution, except that it
has an age old tradiotional glory which cannot
go down into oblivion ; and now, as an out-
going Cottonian | have been able to conceive
of such things which have enabled me to have
a personal outlook on this college. Presently,
I do have a certain view in so far as | was con-
nected with vaiied activities of the college, as
all Cottonians are, though not always directly,
indirectly at least.

I got admitted here in 1969 as a jBist year
arts (T.D.C.) student. The first striking feature
which | now recall, of those days is that unlike
almost all other institutions, our classes began
exactly on the next day of admission | found
that in almost all other colleges, classes began a
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few days after the admission. So the thing
of attending classes on the very next day of
admission really attracted my notice, as of
many. This, no doubt, is an exemplary feature
for all concerned. As many of us are generally
not experienced and practised to this, it is
often fouud that many students come rather
lately for the classes.

| began life here with an inquisitive eye.
The world of Cotton College was so vastly
different from my prior experiences and, to an
extent, also from my expectations that | found
evertyhing here new for me. For the first
tme | was, in this college, amidst different
people coming from all over India. 1 came
from a comparatively narrower society and |
was at first horrified when | found that | would
have to go on with so many different sorts of
students in various spheres of my college acti-
vities—because, | was at that time not confident
enough for enjoying a very different life from
my pastone ; but I could not know how a
shoit span of time flew over and washed away
all my hesitations in this respect, and, soon |
got up to be one among all of the great family
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of Cottonians ; | succeeded to develop fine
terms with different classes of studnets,who
were enthusiastic to know about us and to
tell about themselves—a sympathetic "and a
patient ear was all that tied us together. This
great family is so friendly and united that now,
while leaving the college, | feel sorrow and
a loneliness aggrieves me to part with them—
probably it happens to all like me.

By the by, 1 apologise here for that | have
approached to retrospect my days in the college
rather with a critic’s eye ; | intend to do it
because 1 want to see necessary changes in
respect of some aspects of the college which, as
I think, will suit the general interest of all
students. 1 do not know if my views will be
supported by all, but as my interest always
lies in the more and more progress and bette-
ment of this dear college, | feel pointing out to
some important things in my own way.

I came to the Cotton College not meiely to
have a better (which is generally expected)
academic instruction ; | thought that | would
be benifitted from different aspects of know-
ledge, apar from text books, to shape the days
of my near future. And, though my expecta-
tions didnot go quite unaccouted, | have
felt it sometimes that in our college plays and
games etc. are held in a higher esteem in com-
parison to the interest paid for intellectual
development of the students. More or less,
throughout the year the students get their
required facilities for games and sports but
those who are more interested in intellectual
spheres are not equally benefited. For instance,
even activities as debates and symposia, semi-
nals, literary competitions etc. may be called
rare occasions except that generally during the
‘College-week’ only the students get an oppor-
tunity to take part in these things. But
even then, many inquisitive students have to
feel deeply the need of symposia and seminars
of many important subjects which are not
always programmed in the agenda Another
interesting discussion, the mock-parliament,
is so rare in this college that during my three
years’ study here, 1 could enjoy it only once.
Besides ‘College-Week’ the ‘Freshers’ Social’
is another remarkable festival which continues
for four days ; debates, seminars, mock-parlia-
ment etc. can be instituted during this time too.
About foui or five years ago Cotton College

C. G. A Retrospect

had such debaters and literatures who could
earn national fame on various occasions ; |
think we still have such talents who need fair
guidance to throw them into the light—an
enthusiastic and earnest effort in part of the
students and professors and specially from the
organising secretary concerned will make it
a not-too-tough business. It is needless to
say that such kinds of extra-curricular activities
(as I have referred) broaden the students’ minds
and help them forming own views in respect of
different subjects and problems. | am, of
course, happy to account that the students
and Professors alike of Cotton College are
deeply interested in a very interesting event,
the ‘Quiz-competition’, which is rarely seen
anywhere else. This general knowledge-cum-
intelligence test is a precious food for the in-
quisitive mind and an object for pure enjoyment.

Of other things, | feel deeply, as all Cotto-
nians do, the need of a better reading-room
accomopanying the library. The present one
is inadequately supplied with newspapers perio-
dicals, journals and reference books, Many
students have to spend their offtimes too lei-
surely but for the provision of good facilities
in the reading room. It is not desiiable for
us that a reputed institution like ours should
have such a reading room which is not at all
atmospherical.

The location of ou™ college is such that
the class rooms are scattered here and there
spreading in a big area. The place being a centre
spot of the city, is also busy with many offices
and business-concems. It makes the atmos-
phere not properly academic for the students.
We think that it wil be better if the College
authority can manage to arrange the class-room
system in a way which will save the students,
to a certain extent at least, from running from
one part of the college campus to a distant one
through the busy road, to attend the classes
of different subjects; further, it is also desirable
that no motor or other vehicles should be
allowed to pass through the road from the
Principal’s residence adjoining the G.S. Road,
to avert the busyness of the place.

I shall mention another thing that does not
satisfy me. Different cultural activities and
programmes are arranged frequently in our
college. But I have noticed that in these func-
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tions, the non-Assamese students donot seem
to take active interest, so to say, the progra-
mmes do not become genuinly cosmopolitan.
They enjoy no doubt, but do not perofm. Our
college is a national institution and students
from ail parts of India come here. So it is
desirable that different regional cultures should
be exhibited by respective students (I call them
‘lepresentatives’ in this icspect). It will un-
doubtedly enlighten the cultural functions and
will also act as a su jsidiary to imity and amity
among all.

But notwithstanding these (more seriously
noticed) things, ray days in Cotton College will
remain olivaceous for different reason;:. It is
in this college, for the first time, that | tested
different experiences which are indirectly beni-
ficial enough in a man’s life. Here [ have
come into contact with many a people of
different nature ; | have: known many tilings—
all leading to different aspects of life, giving
me valuable instructions. The impact of all
these will certainly help me throughout my
life, 1 hope.

It is not possible to mention all these within
a short space and so | will refer to just a few
more of my experiences in the college which
are probably clearly visible to many others
too.

The experience of election in Cotton
College is a wonderful one. Twice | was
actively associated with union-election ass.isting
my friends, and the memory of those busy days
is worth restoring. Posters here and there,
slogans declaring the ‘efficiency’ of respective
candidates completely change the atmosphere
of the college. The time of counting votes is
beyond doubt the most tense moment of this
‘festival’ causing greatest excitement.

It is very interesting to recall that during
my three years in the college, we met as many
as five principals. It is however sad to remind
of the pre-natured death of Dr. ?.C. Goswami,
who, during his three months’ time as principal
constructed an elaborate plan for the develop-
ment of our college. His sudden death proved
to be a great loss for education in Assam. For
about two years before and after his death, the
college had to be administered by an officiating
principal because the government did not seem
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to take necessary interest in apopointing a
permanent principal. For this the students
were naturally dissatisfed, because it is very
difficult for a big institution like Cotton College
to go without a permanent principal for such
a long time.

During these three years we joined in all
the movements which were subjected to pre-
serve the interest of the people against some
conspiratory actions. But the Cottonains of
the time will probably never forget their move-
ment to release Atul Bora, general secretary of
the College unions and of All Assam Student’s
Union, who was detained under MISA. This
movement of the students lasted for about
ten days and i. earned support from, all the
students of Assam. It was an uprecedneted
movement of its kind and ended successful.
Atul Bora was (I refer to those days) rather
an excited young man with a courageous
spirit whose leadership was desired by the
students. The day of his return to college
after release is vividly depicted in my memory.
Bombs were sounded, slogans were shouted and
he was greeted,—a hero had returned home
from battle!

We had the opportunity of adoring the great
Pakhtun leader ‘Frontier Gandhi’ Abdul Ghaffar
Khan in our College by the end of 1969. This
devoted disciple of Gandhiji reminded us of
the great teachings of the Mahatma, which are
not given much importance by the young ge-
neration of India—he aggrieved. Besides him
and occasionally som2 great Assamese people,
the Prime Minister Indira Gandhi also paid a
visit to the college on the 3rd October, 1970,
which incidentally gave rise to an undesired
(and unfair) situation in connection with a
second refinery ia Assam. It was a remarkable
day and all th"; students were in great excite-
ment ; some papers which intended to misguide
the people by publishing incorrect news were
burnt, our fury was in full rise.

I must tell a few Words on the hostel-life.
I enjoyed it for two years (at the 3rd Mess)
and the remembrances of those days are still
enchanting for me. Those days provided such
a different taste from my past ones that my
life happened to take a different turn. Away
from home and my parents for the first time,
at hostel the sole responsibility of myself depen-
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ded almost entirely on me—in a sense, 1 had
to be the guardian of myself. This feeling of
self-responsibility enabled me to think deeply
of a life where [ would have to ‘struggle for
survival’ at my own accoid. Apart from the
supports [ barely needed from my parents, the
good and bad of me more directly fell over
myself. Nevertheless, the chaim and enjoy-
ment which | gathered from mixing with stu-
dents, some of whom were interestingly peculiar
as well, from so many different places was
immense. We learnt to think ourselves as the
members of the same family, the brothers of
a single mother (may that be Cotton College
too ). Hostel life of Cotton College has a
peculiar something, which is more intensely
felt by those who leave it, and, 1 say, | am no
exception—it can only be understood and not
to be explained in words.

r am afraid perhaps | am recalling, observ-
ing and opining enough to bore the readers,
I do not go much farther, | do restore in
such a way so many happy (and naturally a
few unhappy too) memories of my life in
Cotton College that no account can sufficiently
(and vi/idly) depict its impression on me.
Out of all these, I can only say that Cotton
College has given a new meaning to my life.
It has immensely helped me in my effort (which
still is going on) to shape my life. After all.
Cotton College has given me much, though
I donot know how much can | owe to it. | bow
to the teacher and friends and guides who
have directed my way to form my ‘self’ (and to
expose it) in various spheres. Before |1 came
to read here | was once said by an elder that
there is great charm to be a Cottonian ;| have
spent three years in the college, and, now at the
time of leaving i. | too feel the same feeling—
I realise well the meaning of his words.

C.C. A Retrospect

Before concluding, 1 shall like to reflect
on a particular thing, corresponded by some
others too. We have seen that a big R.C.C.
building is growing up to replace the old Admi-
nistrative block of the college, because of the
need of spacious places for the collge office.
And it is known that after the completion of
this new building the old one will be destructed.
But a close (and artistic) look would show that
this old building has given an added beauty
to the college. In it consists a classical majestic
grandeur that is Cotton College. Destruction
of it will make the appearance of the college a
too common one—the Cottonians donot wish
it to be so. So I will like to suggest, rather
to support the suggestion of others, that this
old ‘edifice’ should be restored, elevating it to
a museum to enrich this septuageiierian insti-
tution with a noble cause.

It is now my time of leaving. 1 am no
more going to be a part of the College, though
I am sure the Cotton College will ever be a
part of me. | pray that the College continues
to live forever always adding more and more
honour and glory to its tradition. | think of
a day when Cotton College will be an autono-
mous institution in iself, and of the day when
learned visiting professors from different parts
of the world will throw light on the students.
I want it to be the best inspiration for the
future generations of the land—many ordinary
students (as | was ) will come and go, but
I hope that it will produce, as it did and as
it does, bright stars to brighten the land and
the people that is ours.
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antiniketan,

the place of
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After the birth of Cotton College Arts
Society, | have been requested to write an article
on Art by the editor of the magazine of Arts
Society, since then | have been deeply thinking
on this topic. To confess freely and frankly,
I had an opportunity to take education at
Santiniketan and it is during my stay in the
Viswa Bharati University, founded by world
famous poet Rabindra Nath Tagore, | have
learned many things. One of which is to praise
an art and to look over any human creations
and others through an artistic eye. This
does not mean necessarily that for this, one is
to stay at Santiniketan, What | believe firmly,
is that, if one is to praise anything new and old
he or she must praise the artistic qualities lying
within any creation.

One, who has visited Santiniketan and
Sriniketan or stayed therein, cannot deny the
fact that the whole campus of the University
is full of beauty and art. The atmosphere is
very suitable for study and deep thinking and
it is in this sense, sometimes, the students of
Santiniketan are called humourously by others
as “Philosophers and poets”. Though in prac-
tical sense they are not philosophers and poets;
But their movements, way of thinking, way of
talking, living and perhaps everything are
artistic, like many of us. All cultural functions
including dances, music, recitations and dramas
are arranged artistically. For example, the
dance drama of “Sangeet Bhavan” is famous
throughout India. The art.., which includes,
sketches paintings, drawings, sculptures etc.
made by the students of the “Kala Bhavan”,
are really very wonderful. The Kala Bhavan
is a college of Arts, where students from many
parts of India and foreign countries come and
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admit thereselves in four year degree course.
There are qualified Professors of Arts, who
taught the students the principles of Arts,
theoritically and practically. The students, for
practical and on the spot study, are to go to the
neighbouring places of worthseeing and some-
times also to villages in-order to sketch under
the sky the open life of the villages. The
dress of the students of the Kala Bhavan is
very typical. A students wears generally a
long panjabi, a loose pajama and carries
a side bag, in which there are pencils,
paints, brushes and other drawing imple-
ments. His or Her hair is carelessly careful
type. The look of the eyes is indifferent to
some extent and the face abit smiling. In
short, purely Santiniketan type.

The Kala Bhavan has the credit of producing
many artists of India fame, in the field of Arts.
To cite an example, present “Ramkinkar”,
who is known popularly by the students of
Santiniketan, as “Ramkinkarda”, also made a
valuable contribution in the field of Arts.
The Tagore family also consisted of a number of
world famous artists. Aabindra Nath Tagore,
is well known to all the lovers of arts. Some of
the valuable paintings of him have been kept
in Kala Bhavan. Rabindra Nath Tagore,
also sketched many diawings. All the paint-
ings of Tagore, have been kept nicely in the
“Uttarayan”. Shri Nandala Basu, a teacher
of Kala Bhavan and also a big name in the field
of arts has made a remarkable achievements,
through his many paintings. The drawings
and sketches of Shri Basu, are also lying in
the Kala Bhavan  Shri Jamini Roy, another
renowned name in this field who has increased
the fame of Indian Arts, through his valuable
and beautiful creations of Arts. The paintings
of Roy, have been kept in the Government
Arts College, in Calcutta. In short, one who
has seen Santiniketan, will definitely agree
with me that there are many attractive fescos
on the walls of “China Bhavan”, “Hindi Bhavan”
and “Sangit Bhavan”, which always draw the
attention of the visitors. To describe poetically,
the tiees, flowers, dusts of the red roads and
the music of the birds of the Ashram are all
wonderful, attractive and praiseworthy. To
comment in the words of a visitor, “the atmos-
phere of the campus will surely make a man
or woman a poet and philosopher”. To a
student of Santiniketan, it becomes a dream

the place of Art

land, full of love, poems and romance. The
“Paus Mela”, at Santiniketan and “Magh Mela”
at Sant niketan are the g eatest attractions
to the sudents of Viswa Bharati and also to thn
visitors. The University students are full of
business. During this time they take active
part enthusiastically in music, dances, dramas
and sports. Convocation days are really beau-
tiful and joyous. Everything in the campus
seems to be more musical and artistic. There is
a free and frank relationship among the stu-
dents. One mixes with other nicely, and
with a feeling of sister and a brother, because
the very prayer song of Santiniketan, teaches
that there should be brotherly and ’sisterly
relationship among the students. Every stu-
dent must take part in Sports in the evening.

The games are compusory for both girls and
boys.

The students should also take part in music,
though voluntarily. One thing from the above
description will tell the readers clearly that one
who will complete hi.>or her studies in Santi-
niketan and comes out of it after passing,
will know many things about arts, music and
culture. That is why some students are very
much interested to study at Santiniketan.

Lastly, | would like to say something about
arts, as a lay man. | have seen in some connec-
tions with my students that in our Cotton
College, there are some young and promising
Cottonians, who have got the requisite qualities
and capacities of Arts. But unfortunately,
due to lack of proper guidance and opportu-
aities, their artistic talents are going to be
wasted. If they are given chances to promote
their artistic talents, they would have shown
many good things like some of the famous
artists of India. | feel strongly the need of
an ‘Arts Gallery’, in our College, so that the
valuable paintings, drawings and sketches of
Cottonians can be kept systematically in order
to give an inspiration to all the lovers of Arts
and culture of Assam and our country. It is
in this sense that | along with the others, who
are obviously lovers of Arts, would like to
suggest the revival of Arts Society of Cotton
College. 1 hope and trust, that the student
community will think over this matter and
many other relevent points seriously for the
improvement of Arts in our frontier state.
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The journey of thirty two mountaineering
trainees led by Mr. Rohini Kr. Bhuyan to the
Himalayan Mountaineering Institute at Dar-
jeeling began on 25th December 1972, Under
the auspices of AIll Assam Mountaineering
Association. Mr. Atanu Barua did the nece-
ssary arrangements in advance. The team
comprised of fo-irteen Cottonains—including
two girls. The aim of the team was Rock
climbing and to Live with Nati-ire. The team
was supplied die necessary equiuments by the
Jayal Memorial Fund. The accommodations
for stayi-.g was arranged in H.M.l. hostel.
Famed instructor of the institute, Mr. N.W.
Phinju, olbiged us as our instructar.

Oa 27lh and 28th, we were given Rock-
climbing training on the Tenjing Rock, which
included learning the necessary knots and re-
pelling down a height of 122 Jt Besides ihis,
we were given some necessary theoritical lec-
tures.

On 29th morning, the tejun set opt on a
trek with all their equiuments, tucked in
their Haversacks. The teami climbed down
4500 ft. to an altitude of 2500 ft. and then
climbed up 3000 ft. to a lapce called Jhephi.
That marked the end of the first day’strek
aftei' covering a tedious fifteen miles.

Next day we started for a place named
Rimbick, a distance of about ten miles from
Jhepi. On our way, we had to climb a hill
0f2000 ft. high. The simple and unsophisticated
native Nepalese, who we met throughout the
journey pleased eN“ryone. Tlie team halted
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Debarat Sharma
3rd Year Science.

for the night at Rimbic. In the evening the
local people joined us in .sing ng and dancing.

On 31st, the team started for chandakphu
(altitude 1192 ft) a distance of about eighteen
miles over the hills and meadow's. On the
way as ill luck would have it, one of our girl
companions fell sick and was escorted to the
safety of Darjeeling by foUr other team mates.
By noon, we were above the cloud-level and
met the howling, cold Himalayan wind. Gra-
dually we saw patchts of snow on oUr way to
Chandakphu where we arrived in the afternoon.

On the Xew-Year’s morning, 1973, we
watched the panoromic view of the rising sun
with the glittei ing reflection of sunrays from the
Himalayan peaks—the Kanchanjangha being
only eighteen, miles away. From Chandakphu,
we started our downhill climb to Meghma in
Illam district of Nepal. After spending the
night at Meghma we climebed down to Mani-
Bhanjang from where we returned to Dar-
jeeling by landrover. We altogether covered
a distance of about sevent)' two miles during
the trek.

From the Himalays we learnt about the
fruit of hardship and the enjoyment which
comes frcm it ; the spiritof comandership, and
team spirit which evolves out of it naturally
and above all the scenic views of the Himalays,
which will remain transfixed in our mind for
ever.

Cottonian



Report of the Honorary Secretary : Cotton
College Mountaineering Club 1972-73.

Aiming at augmenting the cause of moun-
taineering and spirit of adventure amongst the
Cottonians, Cotton College Mountaineering
Club was formed in the year 1971 and formally
inaugurated by the legendary Everet hero
Mr. Tenzing Norgay on 14th February, 1971.
The Club has since been affiliated to Assam
Mountaineering Association. Though not very
picturesque, the activities of the Club are not
uneventful, which had so far organised several
local trekking programmes around the hills
and dales near Gauhati. Also one rock climb-
ing programme was organised on 16th of
January, 1972. An attractive exhibition of
mountaineering equipment was also organised
during 20th of December, 1971 at the College
in collaboration with the Assam Mountaineer-
ing Association. During the X’mas holidays

of 1972, 12 boys and  girls of this College
participated in the ‘Rock Climbing and Live
With Nature’ course organised by the Assam
Mountaineering Association at Darjeeling in
course of which they trekked about sixty five
miles over difficult terrain ranging from 2,500
feet to 11,924 ft. According to the Instructor
and Mf. Rohini Bhuyan, Secretary of the
Association who accompanied the team as
Manager, their performance was of verv high
standard and some of them would make really
good climbers if they continued those pursuits.
I am proud to say that about half a dozen stu-
dent members of this Club are being sent by
Assam Mountaineering Association for higher
training at Darjeeling, Uttarkashi and Manali
Mountaineering Institutes, at the Association’s
expense. | wish them all luck.

Jishnudatta Goswami.
Cotton College Mountaineering Club.

EXAMINATION RESULT IN GENERAL.

1971-72
Class Appeared Passed P.C. of Pass
P.U. Sc. 319 257 81%
P.U. Arts 157 112 71%
B. Sc. Part 11 213 178 83%
B.A. Part Il 194 159 82%
M. Sc. Final 7 7 100%

Top positions secured by the Candidates.

P. U. Science
1) Ranjit Kr. Barkakati
2) Subhasish Chakravarty
3) Nirmalendu Bhagabati
P. U. Arts :

1) Sreejata Hazarika
2) Khagen Sharm”
3) Anupama Choudhury

Stood 2nd in the University.
4th in the University.

7 5th inthe University.
7 5th inthe University.
7 6th inthe University.

7

10th in the Univeristy.
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B. Sc. Partt :

Anthropology

Chemistry

Geography
Greology

Physics

Zoology :

B. A. Partn

Pol Science :

Sanskrit

M. Sc. Final
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1)
2)

1
2)

1)

1)
2)

Miss Pranita Choudhury
Miss Neeruj Kumari Borooah

Miss Dipali Klakati
Durgeswar Das.

Sriprakash Sarma

Dhirendra Nath Das
Dibakar Goxwami

Som Nath Bhattacharya
Miss Mini Devi.
Dipendra Nath Sarma

Bhabani Kanta Sarma
Suparna Kr. Dey Purkayastha
Sunanda Dhar

Tapan Kr. Bhattacharjee
Tapanjyoti Bhattacharjee
Jatindra Nath Bhattacharjee
Paritosh Kanta Banik

Satya Kanta Saikia
Sanghamitra Deb Purkayastha
Kamal Neogi.

Rita Borah

Bhaben Kr. Gogoi

Dilip Kr. Sarma
Rajendra Nath Saima

Ramesh Ch. Goswami

2)

Ashoke Bhattacharjee

First Class First.
First Class 2nd.

First Class Second.
First Class Fifth.

First Class First.

First Class 1st
3rd.
8th.
9th.

10th.

First Class 1st.
2nd
4th.

6th.
8th.
9th.
11th.
13th.
14th.
15th.

First Class 1st.

First Class 4th.

First Class 1st.
First Class 2nd.

First Class.
First Class.
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Report of the Boys” Common Room Secretary ;

| deem it a proud privilege to serve as Secre-
tary, Boys’ common room of this college and
so | offer my heartiest gratitude to all the
‘Cottonians’ who have selected me for this
responsible job. But how far have 1 been
successful in rendering the service during my
tenure is left to the judgment of the fellow
“Cottonians”.

The task embodied in connection of Boy’s
Common Room is not an easy one. Sofaras
my portifolio is concerned, | tried my level
best during the tenure of my office for its success-
ful functioning. The session passed smoothly.
In the Annual Indoor Games competition of
our College, | am encouraged by the participa-
tion of huge number of students both boys and
girls as compared with the previous vyear.

Report

Our college also participated in the G.U. Inter
College Sports Festival which was held at our
college. In that festival, |1 have got some valua-
ble experience as | was the joint secretary of
“Table Tennis Section.” The table tennis
team (boy’s) of our college won the silver medal
in the G.U. Inter Collge Sports Festival.

Now let me tell about some truths as re-
gards the Boys’ common room. The common
room can serve the purpose of developing
friendship and promoting exchange of ideas
among the Students. But it is a matter of
regret that the condition of the common room
is not good. | think, it is very necessary to
make it well and | hope it will be improved from
the next session. Moreover the amount granted
for the functioning of the Boys’ Common room
is not enough. It is not possible for proper
functioning, with such a small fund, in a college
with a huge number of students. Therefore
I request the authority concerned, to consider
the matter.

I was encouraged by kind guidance of my
Prof.-in-Charge Dr. K. Pathak in smooth
running of my duties during my sesJen. |
convey my hearty gratitude to our principal
Md. Abdul Jalil, who was the president of
the prize distribution creremony and to Mrs.
Jallil who distributed the prizes. At la;t |
offer my heartiest thanks to my friends Haren
Das, Mrigen Das, Surajit Baruah. Bhobesh
Kalita, Dinabandhu Thakuria, Sanjoy Talukdar
Pranab Pathak, Brajanga, and many others
for their kind help and co-operation in dis-
charging my duties. For my ommission and
commission | beg to be apologised.

Long live Cotton College with its good
old name.
Thanking You all.
Jatin Kalita.

Report from the Secretery, Minor Games :

First of all 1 extend my heartiest thanks
to all my Cottonian friends but for whose
support | would have been depirived of the
privilege to serve as Secy., Minor Games.
During the tenure of my office 1 tried with all
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the eanrest desire to serve the Cottonians
better ; but the success in this regard up to
date is to be considered by my Cottonian
friends.

I began discharging my duty with the
Annual College Fistival—on what occasion |
organised Badminton and Inter-hostel Volley-
ball competition to b;st of my capacity and
left no stone unturned to make the items
good. Unfortunately that marked the begining
as well as the ending my duty; | was no
longer desfined to amuse my Cottonian friends
with such items.

This year was a glory for Cotton College
as the 16th Inter College Sports Festival was
had to our College. During that period, |
had to busy myself in managing many items
under minor games section wherein | could not
give proper facilities to our players. After all,
in the Inter College Sports Festival, the
performance shown by our players both in
Volley-ball and Badminton was not satisfactory,
though our girls’ Badminton team (Miss Chitra-
lekha Baruah, Jharna Barmah and /uundhuti
Sarmah) brought the Gold Medal in the Inter-
College tournament for the second time.

Then | regret the non-availabiliiy of the
opportunity which is inevitably needed for
excerising the talent of the players. To be a
good player one needs more practice than talents.
The necessity of an indoor-stadium has been
greatly felt from a long time.

I am really proud enough to say that, des-
pite the above mentioned disadvantages, by
virtue of her talent Miss Chitralekha Baruah
had earned the desert to represent the Gauhati
University, in the East-Zone and State respecti-
vely. Therefore | must congratualate her.

Before | conclude, | gratefully acknowledge
the hearty encouragement which 1 received
from Dr. P.K. Talukdar, the Professor-in-
charge in this section. | also thank all pro-
fessors and Cottonians particularly Debarat,
Brajanga, Pranab, Pabitra, Atul, Arun, Saila,
Arup, Dinbandhu and Prabin Bora for offering
me help in every possible way.

Long live Cotton College Union Society,
Basanta Kr. Das.
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Reports from theJjTennis Secretary :

At the very outset | would like to extend
my heartiest thanks to all the Cottonians for
electing me as their Tennis Secy. C.C.U.S.,
for the session 1971-72.

During my tenure of oflSce | could not
do much except holding the Annual College
championship. The matches had to be played
at the Nehru Stadium Tennis Courts as there
is no Court in our college. | was really very
disappointed as the number of competitors,
was very poor. It This may be because of the
fact that they don’t have the proper facilities to
practice. | myselffeel it very much. A college
like ours do not have a single tennis court. It is
really a pity. Of course, it is also true that, cons-
truction of a tennis court is not a matter of joke
yet. To get the sanction from the government,
Sri D. Kakati, our Prof-in-Charge tried hard
but in vain. | earnestly hope that the newly
elected tennis secretary will try his best to
get the sanction somehow or the other.

In our college competition, besides boys,
there were a few girl competitors. Mafuza
Ahmed won the girls singles championship
by defeating Rukshana Rahman in an exciting
final. In the boys singles final 1 myself played
with Dipankar Lahiri. He got the better of
me and won the Championship. Our ex-
Principal, Mr. T.K. Bhattacharyya gave away
the prizes.

Later on, | got the opportunitv of running

the inter-college tennis championship. Our
college won the silver medal. We lost to
Pragjyotishpur College in the finals. Our

team consisted of D. Lahiri, A Hazarika and
myself.

The standard of tennis in our college is
declining every year. For the last three years,
| played for the college team which won the
silver medal in all the three years failing to
get the gold everytime.

It is a matter of regret that among oiir 1800
Cottonians, very few know the game. Of
course, this is because of the lack of facilities.
So, | again request the new secretary to make a
tennis court and thereby make the game popu.
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lar and raise the
college.

standard of tennis in our

Before, | conclude 1 should express my
heartiest thanks to Prof. D. Kakati for his
valuable guidance in everv respect. | also
thanks Sunil Dhir, Sadiq Hazarika, Ramen
Das, Dhrubajyoti Das, Ashok Das etc. for
offering me their help.

Vive La Cotton College.
Vive La Cottonians
Vive La C.C.U.S.

Thanking you all.
Dipak Kr. Das.

Report from the Secretary, General Sports :

At the very outset | offer my heartiest
thanks to all my Cottonian friends for giving
me the opportunity of serving the Cotton
College Union Society as the uncontested
Secretary of General Sports Section for the
Session of 1971-72.

As a secretary, | can express Cay opinion
that 1 was in a position to perform all the
functions smoothly of this section during my
tenure of office. The Annual Sports meet
was performed very nicely by which 1 was
able to select our college sports team for the
representation of the G.U. Inter College Sports
Festival. | was also lucky enough that during
my office, the G.U. Inter College Sports Festi-
val was managed and performed by our college
as a result of which I got the opportunity to
gain experiences of such a difficult performances.

But it is a matter of great regret to our
college that every year we can secure very few
prizes in the G.U. Inter College Sports Festival.
It is only because of lack of interest of the sports-
men as well as authority concerned towards the
sports section and so our sportsmen are not
coming out upto their standard. Moreover,
the number of competitors aie also decreasing
day by day for the same reason. Therefore,
my suggestion is that our college avthority
should take oroper care towards the Athletic
section, otherwise once, it will so happen
that our college will not be able to participate
in the G.U. Inter College Sports Festival.

Report

Before | conclude, | should express my
heartiest thanks to Prof. N. Sharma for his
valuable guidance and co-operation. It will
be an injustice if 1 do not express my deepest
gratefulness to Dip Rajkhov™a, Gopinath Wary,
Khagen Borsaikia, Nishith Ranjan Deb, Jyoti
Prakash Debroy, Pranab Khaund, Rudra
Prasad and many other boarders of Cosmo-
politan Hostel whose kind co-operation was

unforgettable and was a grand source of success
of my duties.

Thanking you all.
Atul Gogoi.

Secy. Rowing, Swimming and Gymnasium s

| take great pleasure to offer my grateful-
ness to all the Cottonian friends for their love
and kindness in electing me uncontested to
serve them as the Secy., Rowing, Swimming and
Gymnasium, C.C.U.S. for the Session 1971-72.

During the term of my office, our college
team participated in the “1st All Gauhati
Gymnasium Competition” under the auspicious
of the G.S.A. and | am glad to state that, one
member of our team Sri Atul Gogoi was adjus-

ted “Mr, Gauhati” and our team was adjusted
as the best team.

As you all know the XVI th Inter College
Sports Festival (1971-72) of Gauhati Univer-
sity was held in oui College in which | had the
oppourtunity of conducting dififeient competi-
tions under the Gymnasium section. | am
proud to state that our college team was able to
put up a good perfoimance.

We are lucky enough that we have quite a
good Gymnasium hall in our college. But
I Would be failing in my duty if I do not point
out some difficulties or limitation rather so
that posterity may benefit. 1 feel that the
following equipments are badly needed.

(1) An Olympic barbell set.
(2) One lat rnachine.

(3) One leg-press machine.

(4) One Calf-machine.
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I hope future Gymnasium Secretary will
be able to get these equipments and make our
College Gymnasium the best in Assam.

Before concluding my report | would like

particularly Samu, Bhabani, Apu, Napo, Jyoti,
Raju, Rafique and Tapan.

Long live Cotton College.
Thanking you all

to thank my Prof-in-charge Dr. Jyotidhar Ramen Das.
Rajkhowa for his help and guidance. | also Secretary, Rowing, Swimming& Gymnasium.
thank very sincerly a1 my Cottonian friends, Section.
Results of tli.e College
competitions

Results of the Gymnasium Compitition :
Weight Lifting.
Bantam Weight :
1st : Ramen Das 470 Ibs.
2nd : Chandra Dhar Rajkhowa 330 Ibs.
3rd : Rafique Ahmed 335 Ibs.

Light heavy Weight

1st : Bhabani Nath 570 Ibs.

2nd : Atul Gogoi 485 Ibs.
Parallel Bar

st C.D. Rajkhov/a

2nd  Bhabani Nath.

3rd  Tapan Chakravarty.
Asana

Ist Parag Thakur.

2nd  Tapan Chakravarty.

3xd  SailadharBora.
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Muscle Controlling

1st ; Atul Gogoi.
2nd : Tapan Chakravarty.
3rd : Deepak Das.
Skeeping
1st Cida Bora.
2nd  Nawab Ikramul Hussain.
3rd  Parag Thakur.

Chest Expansion

1st ; Atul Gogoi.
2nd : Parag Thakur.
3rd : Nawab Ikramul Hussain.

Ground Exercise

I st : Atul Gogoi.
2nd : Bhabani Nath & Satyabrata Das.
3rd ; Cnidananda Boiah,

Parag Thakur,

Chandradhar Rajkhowa.
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Barbell Playing

1st : AtulGogoi.
2nd : Bhabani Kumar Nath.

3rd ; Tapan Chakravarty & Ramen Das.

Roman Ring Exercise

1st : ParagThakur.
2nd ; DipakDas,

3rd : Tapan Chakravorty & Atul Gogoi.

100 Metres Free Style

I1st : Girin Kalita.

2nd ; BidyaPegu.

3rd ; Abdul Khalieque.
100 Metres Back Stroke

Ist Nilbaran Chakma,

2nd  Girin Kalita.

3rd Ambika Deka.
Rowing

Ist Cotton 1st Mess,

2nd  P.U. Arts.

3rd C. M. Hostel.

Best Body of the Year 1971-72
MR. ATUL GOGOI.

Mr. Cotton of the Year 1971-72
MR. atu |l GOGOr.

Best Gymoast of the Year 1971-72
MR. ATUL GOGOI.

Results of General Sports.

March Past :
1st ; Cotton Il rd Mess.
2nd : Cotton Girls’ Hostel I.
3rd : New Hostel.

100 Metres race :(Boys’)
1st : Khira Bezbaruah.

2nd : Nishith Ranjan Deb.
3rd : Dilip Bodoloi

Results

200 Metres Race :

1st : Mukut Das.
2nd : Nishith Ranjan Deb.
3rd : Manas Chatterjee.

400 Metres Race :

I1st : Mukut Das.

2nd : Bhugeswar Bordoloi

3rd ; Manas Chatterjee
800 Metres Race :

1st : Mukut Das.

2nd : Bhugeswar Bordoloi.

3rd : Manas Chatterjee.
1500 Metres Race :

1st : Mukut Das.

2nd : BiditDeka.
3rd : Diwan Alam Hussain.

5.000 Metres Race :

1st ; Mukut Das
2nd : Girindra Kalita.
3rd : Bidit Deka.

10.000 Metres Race :

1st : Mukut Das.
2nd ; Diwan Alam Hussain.
3rd : Chandradhar Rajkhowa.

110 Metres Hurdle Race :

1st : Rajen Choudhury
2nd : Dilip Bordoloi.
3rd : Manas Chatterjee.

Javeline Throw :
1st : Badan Boro.
2hd : Medetso Angami
3rd : Bhugeswar Bordoloi
Shotput Throw :
1st : Dip Rajkhowa.

2nd ; Akho Angami.
3rd  Bhugeswar Bodoloi.
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Discuss Throw :

1st ; Badan Boro.

2nd : Jiban Boruah.

3rd ; Bhugeswar Bordoloi
Hammer Throw :

1st : Dip RajkhoWa.
2nd : Badan Boro.

3rd : Bhugeswar Bordoloi.

High Jump :
1st : Parag Thakur.
2nd : Prabin Bora.
3rd : Badan Boro
Rumiing Broad Jump :

1st ; Medetso Angami.

2nd  Bhugeswar Bordoloi.

Manas Chatterjee.
3rd : Rajen Choudhury.

Hop Step and Jump :

1st : Medetso Angami.
2nd : Rajen Choudhun/.

3rd : Bhugeswar Bordoloi.

Pole Volt :
1st : Dip Rajkhowa
2nd : Badan Boro.
3rd : Prabin Borah.
Girls’ Evetns.

100 Metres Race :

1st : Sakuntala Basumatari.

Yasmin Hazarika.
2nd ; Swamalata Pegu.

200 Metres Race :

1st : Yasmin Hazarika

2nd : Madhulata Himatsingka

3rd : Swarnalata Pegu.

400 Metres Race :

1st : Swarnalata Pegu.
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2nd : Neena Choudhury.
3rd : Yasmin Hazarika.

800 Metres Race :

1st : Swarnalata Pegu.
2nd : Soroj Neog. Mallika Hazarika.

Running Broad Jump :

1st : Madhulata Himatsingka.
2nd : Neena Choudhury

Badminton Competition

Boys Singles :

Champion
Runners

Boys’ Doubles :

Champion

Runners

Girls’s Singles :

Champion
Runners

Girls’ Doubles :

Champion

Runners

Mixed doubles :

Champion

Runners

: Mr. Zeibou Kire.
; Mr. K. Laltana.

; Mr. C. Lathuam Luia.

Mr. Zohmohruaia.

. Mr. Zeiboue Kire.

Mr. Tamjen Aier.

. Miss. Chitralekha Baruah.
: Miliss. Jhama Baruah.

: Miss. Jharna Baruah.

Miss. Arundhati Sarmah.

: Miss. Julie Khulu.

Miss. P. P. Pui.

: Mr. Zeiboue Kire.

Miss. Julie Khulu.
Mr. Devi Baruah.
Miss. Jharna Baruah.

Inter-Hostel Volley-baU Competition :

Champion :
: Cosmopolitan hostel.

Runners

Cotton 3rd Mess.
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Results of the indoor games competition.
TABLE TENIS.
Boy’s singles :

Champion : Sanjib Bhalla.
Runners : Anil Bhalla

Girls’ Singles ;

Champion ; Indira Baruah.
Runners : Vasnatha Subramaniam.

Boys’ Doubles ;

Champion : Anil Bhalla.
Sanjeeb Borborah.

Runners  : Sanjeeb Bhalla.
Dilip Varma.

Girls’ Doubles :

Champion : Vasantha Subramaniam.
Nandita Bhuyan.

Runners  : Mafuja Ahmed.
Ruksana Rahman.

Mixed Doubles

Champion : Sadique Hazarika.
Manika Goswami

Runners  : Sanjeeb Borborah.
Pari Saikia.

Carrom Competition

Boys Singles :
Champion : Prabhat Phukan.
Runners : Sadique Hazarika.
Girls. Singles ;

Champion : Namita Choudhury.
Runners Nlufar Hazarika.

Boys’ Doubles :

Champion  Sajnoy Talukdar.
Mrigen Das.

Runners Sadique Hazarika.
Gakul Saikia.

Girls’ Dlub.es :

Champion ; Namita Choudhury.

Runners

Mixed Doubles
Champion

Runners

Champion
Runners

Auction Bridge
Champion

Runners

Dhanada Barman.

: Geeta Barthakur.

Manju Devi.

: Dinabandhu Thakuria.

Dipali Devi.

: Gakul Saikia.

Dhanada Barman.
Chess.

Prabin Borah.
Pradip Boruah.

Mrigen Das
Uddhab Pathak.
Paranjyoti Deka.
Dilip Goswami.
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MibM:

About Vietnam

With the signing of the Vietnam Peace agreement by the
U.S.A. and North Vietnam in Paris at 5-30 A.M. I.S.T. on
January 28, 1973, the world has heaved a sigh of relief after a
prolonged state ol' uncertainty resulted by frequent fluctuations
coming in the wake of the Paris Peace Talks. The tense poli-
tical developments in Vietnam ever since the end of the Second
World War, and latter aggravated by American raids troused
world-wide anxiety that this might lead to a general war. In
the name of resisting communist expansion in Asia, the U.S.A.
exploited the unquiet' political situation in South-East Asia,
and with the ad\;ancement of time got herself involved in a
full-fledged combat. The heroic Vietnamese people under
the spirited leadership of the late President Ho Chi Minh and
the Vietcong guerrillas carried on the challenge in a manner
which would go down in the history of liberation struggle.

The history of the 11 year old Vietnam war is remarkable
from various angles. It is the longest war the U.S. have fought.
W ijh the approval ofthe Tankin resolution by the U.S. Congrrss
in .August 1964, giving President Johnson a free hand to protect
south-east Asia from Conununist attack, systematic U.S. bombing
of North Vietnam began. The U.S. army moved up to the
Front. Then began a very critical state of ups and downs,
and the U.S. attitude began 10 fluctuate as anything. In
April 1965, President Johnson declared that U.S. was ready for
unconditional negotiations to end war in Vietnam and promised
1000 Million dollars in development aid for South-East Asia



including Vietnam, which, however, could not be effected for
obvious reasons. Towards June, 1966, the U.S. began bombing
oil depots in Hanoi and Haiphong areas, 10 which the Vietcong
retaliated by launching yet offiensive againbt cities all over
South Vijtnam, including Saigon. In early 1968, President
Johnson offered the “San Automic Formula” which offeicd a
halt to North Vietnam bombing in exchange for productive
peace talks' Hanoi replied that the U.S. had no right to expect
reciprocity for tndir.g the bombing.

In May, 1968 both sides agreed to have preliminary talks
in Paris, and the talks begun on May 10. The irony of the
Paris Peace talks during the intial stages was that by the time
First full session of the Paris Talks began in January 25, 1969,

the U.S. troops in Vietnam reached the record total of 5,40,000
men.

People all over the world raised a ring of hope when the first
secret talks between Dr. Henry Kissinger and Mr. Xman Thuy
of N. Vietneim began in Paris. After the 26th reciet meeting
between Dr. Kissinger and Mr. Thuy, Hanoi gave the ultima-
tum that there would be no furthur talks until the U.S. signed
the 9-point draft put forward by North Vietnam.

However, talks resumed amidst much speculation. To the
surprise of all nations, President Nixon ordered Itir.bir g OL
North Vietnam aboVe the 20th parallel which, subsequent by,
washaltedso thatsecretpeace talksschedulea from I8thJanuary,
1973 could be resumed. The secrettalks continued midst

mounted suspense, and at the end, the historic agreement was
reached.

This long drawn war in Vietnam is, perhaps, the one in
which so much oflosses of men, money and materials have been
incurred. The war cost the U.S.A. nearly 1,35,000 million
dollars, and killed more than 56,000 service men. It was a
humanitarian crisis' Killing of oVer 56,000 people and ren-
dering 1,53,000 woundeds have been a casue of concern to
any civilised society. After the second world war, and especially
after the Asians having emancipated themselves of the colonial
bondage, the trend towards disarmamen and world peace
gained strong ground. Moreover, the emergence of the Union

of non-aligned nations took strong exception to the motive of
U.S. expansionism.

The world-wide reaction over the Vietnam war and ihe
positive involvement of the U.S.A. resulted in strong global
resentment, which must be attributed as one of the stronger
factors that hestened to bring about a solution. The 16-r,ation
standing committee of non-aligned natioiis at ihe U.N. in a
meeting on December, 19, 1971 expressed deep concern over
the escalation of U.S. bombing of North Vietnam. There
had been strong condemnation of the U.S. bombing by all
countries including the Soviet Union, Australia. Canzda, N\w-



Zealand, India and China. In an All-parly declaration on
December 29, the Swedish Parliament made a strong plea for
an immediate haltin U.S. bombmg of North Vietnam. Even
in Washignton, 200 American scientists termed the U.S. bombing
as an ‘outrageous misuse of the fruits of science for daath and
destruction.” The Members of the America! Association for
Advancements of Science, and the annual meeting of AAAS,
signed a protest letter adaressed to Piesiden Njxon.

Vietnam is undoubtedly a humanitarian crisis and so such
is the mass outburst of protest against the U.S. regime. The
Peris J"eace talks, have at last broken the deadlock ranging for
over more than two decades. Paris Peace Agreement is a
triumph of the quest for peace and defeat of the expansianist
and ncw-colonial designs. The world has run agog with the
jubiliation of the agreement and somes forward to give a gib
hand to the unquenchable spritit of liberation of the dedicated
North Vietnamese people. We in India also join millions in
rejoicing at the end of the prolonged Vietham War, and hope
the easing out of tension would usher in an era of progress
and prosperity in this diverse region of South-East Asia.

Personal :

I am very much exhilarated to hand over the ‘Cottonian’
to you. | thank all my Co-learner friends and reverenr teachers
for their unfoi gettable help and contributions ofarticresin faour
ofthe ‘magazine’—the ‘Cottonian’ edited by me. It is obvious
that | could not avoid defects and drawbacks in the editing of
it; | hope, you would kindly pardon me for the same.

With deference and Thanks,
Dinabandhu Thakuria]
Editor, ‘The Cottonian’48th issue,



Ex'Editors

THE COTTON COLLEGE MAGAZINE :

Prof. R. G. Goffin (December, 1922-Decembei,

1923 : Vol. 1-1-11-2 ; lIssue (1-3).
Prof. Ashutosh Chatterjee (April 1923-April
1928 Vol. 1I-3-Vr-3 Issue (4-16).

Prof. S. K. Biiuyan (October, 1928-SeptembfT,
1929, VcL Vril-2, Issue Nos. 17-20).

Prof. P. C. Abraham (Dcc. 1929-Dec. 1932 :

Vo. VIII-2 to vol. XI-2 Issues-1 to 30;.

Prcf. S. K. Bhuyaii (March, 1933, Volume X1 :
No. 3, Issues No. 31).

Prof. Dibakar Goswami (Serve as editor,
Assamese Section, From Oct. 1928).

the COTTONIAN :

SUresh Chandra Rajkhowa & Raihan Shah
(Vol. X1, No. 3, April, 1933)

Satish Chandra Kakati & ~dhanath Dutta
(Vol. X111 ; September, 1943)

Bhupendra Barua (Vol. XX, Apiil, 1942).

Abdus Sattar (Vol. XX :Part 1 ; February,
1944).

Prasanta Barua (22nd Issue 1945).
Dhirendra Barth~ur (23id Issue).
Ghanakanta Chetia Phukan (24th Issue, 1948).
Md. Piar (25th Issue, 1949).

Syed Merash Hussain (26th Issue,
Chidananda Barua (27th Issue, 1951).
Chandra Kumar Barua (28th Issue, 1952).
Md. Taher (29th Issue, 1953).
Basanta Saikia (30th Issue, 1954).
Rohini Kumar Mahanta (31st Issue,
Gojen Hazarika (32nd lIssue, 1956).
Shyam Bhadra Medhi (33rd Issue, 1957).
Sushil Kumar Gogoi (34th, Issue, 1958).
Nagen Talukdar (35th Issue, 1959.
Gangapada Choudhury (36th Issue, 1960).
Ranjit Kumar Kakati (37th Issue, 1961).
Shyama Prasad Sarmah (38th Issue, 1962).
Jyoti Prasad Saikia (39th Issue, 1963).
Ad-Hoc Committee (40th Issue, 1963-64).
Pradip Saikia (41St IssUe, 1964-65).
Diganta Kr. Kharghoriya (42nd Isslie, 1965-66).
Dhirendra Kumar Rabha (43rd Issue, 1966-67).
Keshab Chandra Barua (44th Issue, 1967-68).
Sanjib Kumar BarUa (45th IssUe, 1968-69).
Kusumbar BhUyan (46th Issue, L 69-70).
Monirul Hussain (47th Issue, 1967-70).

1950).

1955).









EDITORIAL BOARD
48th ISSUE,

Prof. K. Sharma. ( Chairman).
Prof. H. K. Sharma-
Prof. B. Dutta, ( Prof. In-cbarge).

Prof. S. P, Sharma.

Dinaband&u Thakuria. ( Editor).

Published by Sri Dinabandhii Thakuria on behalf of the Editorial Board, of
The Cottonian’. (48th Issue) and IVinted at Sree Guru Press. Gauhati—1I.



