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Though the theatre as such did not exist
in pre-Vaishnava Assam—that is before the
emergence of Sankardev—the foundations

were already there in the folk-dances of
temple-dance style, with dance dialogues
and  folk-rituals. In fact, the parent

of all art creation, in the ultimate analysis
is folk-culture, as Stephen Spender has
pointed out. The Ojapali, a popular minia-
ture folk-play, of ancient origin, with music
dialogues and dances, gave the initial sti-
mulus towards the production of the theatre
initiated by Sankardev. Its technique has
also influenced this to a certain extent.”
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The English Poetic Drama of the
Twentieth Century.

After the glorious achievements of the
Elizabethan period, the English drama stea-
jily declined. The Restoration comedies are
3nly a link in that chain of decline. The
one plays of Goldsmith and Sheridan in the
8th Century are an exception in an age of
3rose and reason. The first quarter of the
A9th Century saw the rise of a very powerful
jmoveraent of lyric poetry known as the
flomantic Revival. But by 1830, the move-
ment was nearly over. Prose now monopo-
ised the literary scene in England and long
novels of the Victorian period began to
appear. It vi'as an era of un-paralleled mate-
ma prosperity. The people had leisure and
they began to demand the long novel which
hey likened to a pocket theatre. The drama
seemed to have been forgotten altogether.
A few poets like Wordsworth, Byron, Shelley
ind Tennyson indeed wrote a few verse dra-
nas. But these were dramas only in form.
Ithese were meant to be studied in the closet
and never to be represented on the stage.

(hottmiian

Prof. Tarini Kanta Bhattacharya M.A,,
Cotton College.

But towards the last two decades of the
19th Century, a dramatic revival came. A
few sensitive souls tried to recover the dis-
carded drama and to make it a fit vehicle for
representation of life. Essentially it was an
Irish inspiration and hence it is also called
the Celtic Revival. The new drama came
under the powerful spell of Ibsen who had
formulated his theory of naturalism. In
England itself twenty years before Robertson
had written a few naturalistic prose dramas.
But the credit now goes to Ibsen who made
it a worldwide movement. The new conven-
tion dispensed with verse altogether, solilo-
quies, mythologies, ghosts and the like as
artificial. In its desire to bring the drama
nearer to modern life it substituted prose,
social problems and long prefaces. Action
was replaced by talk—endless and inter-
minable. The drama instead of being a
means of spiritual exhilaration, emotional
thrill and entertainment became an instru-
ment of inflicting vexations before bore-



dom and unrewarding pain. Though Ib-
sen himself had not gone all prose and
prosaic, not at least to all his plays, his
followers went to the 'natural extremity
of naturalism and the drama became an
arena for dry intellectual gymnastics. The
life fountain of the drama viz, action and
emotion seemed "to have totally dried up.
This is not to suggest that there were no
exceptions nor that even in the driest
there was no local brilliance at all. But
unfortunately, by and larfe, the greatest
of the intellectuals who attempted the
naturalistic prose drama became Caught
in their own theories and though as masters
of literature some of them made notable
contributions, still as dramatists to they got
lamentably pre-occupied with the transient
and the topical and lost the vision of the
permanent and the abiding emotions of life.
And yet the prose, realistic convention spread
far and wide. Even today it has not been
dislodged. The external pross garb was indi-
cative in the new drama of the inner drabness
of the creations. Prose itself, as prose, was
not to blame at all, and as a matter of fact
prose was used by the great Elizabethans
themselves at places in their poetic plays to
heighten the effect of poetry. Even in mod-
ern times J.M. Synge, Barrie, J.E. Flecker
and others have written prose dramas which
are highly poetical. What was most unsatis-
factory in the new realistic drama was the

prose concept of the drama and the
dramatic function. It was to faithfully
represent modern life. The drama, like

all other arts, can be meticulously faithful
to external circumstances only at the

peril of jeopardising inner spiritual aild
emotional truth. And that is exactly what
the prose [drama fell into. A reaction
was bound simmer up and it did so even
when Shaw, Galsworthy and their
patiots were producing their masterpieces.
In this new poetic reaction W.B. Yeats is
easily the first leader.

Himself a great lyric poet of modern

com-

times, Yeats joined the little Irish Abbey
Theatre in the closing years of the 19th
century he began to write poetic plays

with a courage matched by equally convin-
cing execution. He showed how prose
was an artificial medium. He maintained that
a drama, like any other art, has a communi-
cation. If this communication is to reach the
spectator, then the latter must be rid of the
‘fencc’ that surrounds him. The ‘fence’ may
be of egoism, superstition, tradition, con-
vention and the life. Unless this surrounding
‘fence’ is levelled down first, the message and
meaning of the dramatist cannot reach the
spectator.  Now, poetry alone, and not
prose, possesses this power of ‘levelling down
the fence.” Hence poetry is the natural medi-
um of the drama. If the spectator can will-
ingly suspend disbelief in many other things
of the dramatic art even of the realistic con-
vention, why can he not do so with reference
to verse ?

The drama Greece had originated
around Dionysian temples. Liturgy and
mythology were their substance, and dance
and song were their soul. In the realistic
prose drama much of this was lost. There
was no unity between the dramatic perfor-
mance and the spectators who now mostly

in



remained passive. Yeats in the poetic drama
sought to revive some of these original ele-
ments. He sought the liturgy and mythology
in the Irish legends. He also utilised the
Irish peasant speech idioms in order to de-
intellectualize, revitalise and re-enliven the
drama which had now become very much arid.
Yeats wrote a fairly large number of dramas
on Irish legends and myths and through them
he expressed the new dramatic sensibility
demanding satisfaction of the soul and the
emotion. The Greek Chores returns in other
garbs to speak lyric poetry. The chores is
now sung either by peasant women returning
home, or people who have collected near a
water-pump.  This lyric poetry releases
forces the like of which we do not find in
anything anywhere in the realistic prose dra-
ma. Although Cathleen and Deirdre are
figures from Irish legends and although these
heroes and heroines now stand for mother
Ireland and now for Irish Chivalry and patro-
tism, still they are surcharged with high
symolism and without our realising it they
later become universal types. At first these
poetic plays were staged for a selected mino-
rity ; but the increasing success of his plays
gradually attracted larger audiences and the
victory of the poetic drama was assured.
About Yeats, T S. Eliot has said, “l donot
know where our debt to him as a dramatist
ends—and in time, it will not end until that
drama itself ends.”

In England the poetic drama was indepen-
dently started by a less widely known drama-
tist. He was Stephen Phillips, a man of true
dramatic instinct, but of weak poetic calibre.
Of the four verse dramas that he wrote, his
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“Paolo and Francesca” (1900) is the happiest.
In the early two decades of the 20 Century

Rudolf Besier, Masefield, Drinkwater, Lord
Dunsany, Lascelles Abercrombie, Gordon
Bottomley, J. E. Flecker, and a few others

attempted the poetic drama ; but the major
figures were yet to come. These major drama-
tists began to write after the first World War
was over. Around the thirties of the pre-
sent century they took up the poetic drama
and made it express the new values and
face the new problems. They made it an
instrument of power and beauty. We can
take up the leading ones—T. S. Eliot, Auden
and Isherwood, Mrs. Anne Ridler and
Ronald Duncan.

T. S. Eliot had already established him-
self as the major poet of the post-war
period and his "Wasteland” is practically
symbolic of what the new sensibility was.
In a few poetic dramas T.S. Eliot re-esta-
blished, with considerable success, the poetic
tradition begun earlier by Yeats and Stephen
Phillips. His situations are simple as in
the “Family Re-union” and thus he touched
the realistic drama at one end ; but he
has woven the theme of the Eremenides
of Aeschylus into a modern English coun-
try house, and by doing so, he has touched
the poetic thread of the drama at the
other end. One daring metrical adventure
of Eliot was that he tried to *“close the
gap between poetry and modern conver-
sational prose by a flattened rhythmical
speech.” In  “Murder in the Cathedral”
interest in the religious drama was revi-
ved and the character of Becket has been
drawn in rugged strength of tragic grandeur.



More composite, resourceful and effec-
tively organised are the plays of Auden
and Isherwood, if only a little too poli-
tical. The dance and music, the colour

and the shade, the suspense and the thrill

as of Elizabethan dramas re-enter the
stage. In “the Ascent of F6,” “The Dog
Beneath the Skin” and the, melodrama

“On the Frontier’> we find a new vitality

and appeal. Lyrical poetry is harnessed
to evoke a breath and vision for which
there was now the greatest need. Com-

preheneive criticism of contemporary life,
ideals and habits has been done in Superb
poetry in a manner that makes the spec-
tators common partners in the array of
human effort and endeavour. In the realistic
drama, the actor producer had become all-
important. In the poetic drama the poet-

dramatist has
now he who

staged a come-back. It is
is all-important.  And the
breadth of the new poetic drama enables
it to be of universal appeal.

Mrs. Anne Ridler’s “Shadowy Factory”
is conceived compactly and executed with
great effectiveness. The plays of Ronald
Duncan, a younger dramatist, are nearly
as powerful as those of T.S. Eliot. In
“This way to the Tomb” Duncan has
worked upon a mediaeval Maltese myth and
has imaginatively interpreted it to modern
requirements, Christopher Fry’o dramas are
equally powerful in their verbal edifices
and general organisation.

The output of the poetic drama Loth
in quantity and quality is fairly promising,
with confidence can it now
to possess the future.

look forward

“We must respect both our philosophers and our plumbers ,
otherwise neither our theories nor our pipes will hold water.”

“Window cleaners aren’t the only workers whose occupation is

hazardous.

We read recently of a magazine editor who dropped

eleven stories into a waste basket.”
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Parliamentary

Democracy

Parliamentary Democracy is now under
experiment and trial all over the world.
Even in countries where it has been well
established, its exponen-ts become doubtful
over its future. An eminent thinker like
Harold Laski had remarked that the real
test for democracy had now come and
it had to be seen whether it would survive
the new crisis.

Thj term parliamentary democracy im-
plies the power of the people expressed
indirectly through elected representatives.
It envisages an elected sovereign parliament
which controls, on behalf of the people,
the affairs of the state.

Although Vedic literature lacks in his-
torical accounts it provides some interesting
records of contemporary poltical institutons
like :—Samiti, Parishad, and Panchayat etc.

Mr. K. P. Jayaswal has remarked : “the
samiti was a national assembly of all the
people and it elected or re-elected the
‘Rajah’ or the King. So, these samitics
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In India

Gautom Prasad Barua,

were something like the present parliament.
In the earlier period (600 B.C.) we find
two types of institutions the “Paura” and
“Janapada.” The Paura was the adminstra-
institution and municipal body as
well as a constitutional assembly of the
people. The *“Janapada” was the national
assembly and had power to scrutinize the
state finance, to make law, and to decide
matters relating to the succession of throne.

Parliamentary democracy in the modern

tive

sense implies the existence of political
parties as well as an organised and in-
telligent  public opinion. Parliamentary

democracy is the negation of bureaucracy.
Today India is leading all the Asiatic
countries in the path of parliamentary dem-
ocracy. Pericles said that Athens was the
school of Hellens. In the same analogy
we may say that Delhi is the school of Asia.
Asia is the testing ground of parliamen-
tary democracy. With the rise of milita-

rism, India reads a serious warning so



far as her parliamentary form of democracy
is concerned. It has been observed that
“democracy is not an open reserve” to
peace, prosperity and progress and that
Bentham’s hope that we can radically im-
prove this “wicked world by covering it
with republics” will always remain a dream
never to be fulfilled in reality.

As the constituion of India declares,
we have in India a parliametary form of
Government which is run by elected repre-
sentatives of the people. But we have
now to give serious consideration to how
far the true implication of Parliamentary
democracy has been served in India. For
the efficient work of Parliamentary demo-
cracy there should exist a strong party
system. In Indian democracy we have seen
the predominence of one party system. It
should be remembered that a Government
is democratic not simply because it
into power by the majority.
state cannot be an
individuals. A

is voted
After all a
arithmetical sum of
strong opposition  party
should prevail for efficient administration
—a thing India lacks. There should be
clear pointed and frank discussions between
the ruling and the opposition parties. If
the opposition is not allowed free play,
democracy would be a hollow mockery.
The Indian party system is so complicated
that it is well nigh impossible to find
any solution to reorganise it. Moreover
there are some communal parties in India
whose aim is to establish communal king-
doms in India. According to some critics,
Parliamentary Democracy in India has

failed to inspire people. Parliamentary

democracy also means equality
of colour, creed and caste. We have seen
in India social disorder and chaos and
also economic crisis continuing. In this
atmosphere it is very hard to get the real
of parliamentary democracy.

But another group opined that Parli-
amentary democracy has become successful
in India. They think that the spirit and
the beauty of the democratic system lies
in mutual tolerance and agreement. With
the passing of time the concept of parli-
mentary democracy may change ; but that
will not bring about a radical change of
ideal. To quote C. D.
No one denies that existing rep-
resentatative assemblies are defective ; but
even if an automobile does not work well,
it is foolish to go back into a
cart, however romantic.”

Parliamentary democray may be defined
as that form of democracy where the
executive is responshile and removeable by
the legislature. To Mr. J.P.
“there is  practically no
opposition today and we
one party rule. To throw away party
politics means to throw away the baby
of democracy with the bathwater.” Indian
party politics is still in the evolutionary
stage and it will grow and consolidate with
the growth of enlightened public opinion. A
successful democracy depends on (a) Mental
attitude of the people. People must be
patient enough if parliamentary democracy
is to be successful and there should exist
mutual self respect along with sympathy.
Not all the cases of he majority rule is

regardless

the democratic
Burns,”

farm

Narayan”
parliamentary
have near to
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democracy. The minority should also have
a share in the administration and their
opinions should also be respected, (b) Social
climate of the country is another pre-
requisite for parliamentary democracy. The
great barriers of the caste system should
be eliminated. Liberal education may
also wipe away the caste prejudice. Parli-
mentary democracy pre-supposes the exis-
tence of freedom of speech and expression,
(c) The political institution of the country
should be effective.  There should be
multiplication of political parties and there
should also exist an effective opposition.

The Government .of India have taken
up plans for all round progress of the
country. India has accepted the idea of
a socialistic pattern of society. We should
not be too pessimistic about our future.
India is marching ahead and parlimentary
democracy in India it seems, will be a
successful one.

Now between the two views we are to
discuss the future of parliamentary democracy
in India. In Afro-Asian states the concept
of Parliamentray democracy is working
with a new impetus. Sometimes this demo-

cracy is seen to take a turn to mobo-
cratic ideals. India has to make a vigorous
attempt to stabilise the unhealthy atmos-

phere and to maintain the air of self-
confidence and to bid good bye to a
system which does not cope with the grow-
ing aspirations of the people and does not
tally with the social environment.
Political freedom is sometimes challanged
by regional patriotism, administrative in-
efficiency and democratic formalities. The
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failure of democracy may revive a strong

dictatorship. It is for this reason that
sound and strong social and economic
conditions should be created in which
people may freely exercise their franchise.
Now the most important question that
comes before us is whether Parlimentary
democracy is safe for India. Critics main-

tain that though parliamentary democracy
has inherent defects, no satisfactory alter-
native to *be adopted in India has yet
been found and as such parliamentary
democracy is the only safe method to be
adopted for the country.

Neutral, honest and efficient public
opinion facilitates healthy growth of parli-
mentary democracy. A government that is
merely efficient is not the only good
government. If it were so, a bureaucratic
government would have been the best. For

the smooth functioning of parlimentary
democracy there should be independence
of judicary. C. D. Burns has said, “All

governments are a method of education,
but the best education is self-education,
and therfore the best government is self-
government 'Which is democracy.”

Now in conclusion we have a few more
suggestions for the healthy growth of
Parlimentary Democracy in India.

(1) The Late Bandarnayake’s plea for
the “executive type” of democracy where
all parties would share in the executive
work may be experimented.

(2) Bhoodan movement and the organi-
sation of santi senas are to be popularised.

(3) Too many recruitments to the L.A.S.

and I. P. S. officers should be stopped.



Democracy is a revolving process. It
is a dynamic concept. As time rolls on
people will have to change their outlook
and the last words of Mr. Smith says,
“Only a healthy dei.iocracy can remove
the trail of miseries accross a large tract
of the human heart.”” In conclusion |

Science News

have to say, “Out of the debris of the past
and the turmoil of the presenta new syn-
thesis of culture will be born—the particles

of rain will grow into drops, trickles,
streams and rivers and then find their
ultimate conservaion in the mighty Indian

ocean.”

Cosmonautics is the most

popular field of research
today. Any one leaving
for cosmos, one must

have proper training, be-
cause all creatures undergo
physical as well as mental
changc when they leave
the earth. The picture here
shows how a chimpanjee
is given space training.
The chimpanjee is wearing
a special dress, and a
doctor is measuring its
blood pressure before it
is subjected to the train-

ing.
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It was my friend’s turn to take me to
the pictures and accordingly we went that
evening to a distant cinema-house. When
we were about to make a belated entry,
my friend who had been rummaging in his
pocket, said ‘Oh no’!. The two monosylla-
bles served not only to tell me that he
had left behind the tickets at home, but
also gave full expression to his annoyance,
exasperation and utter disappointment at
having done so. As we dejectedly plodded
homeward, it struck me that no string or
words could have better conveyed the state
of his mind than the exclamation he had
used.

Long before people
learnt to express themsel-
ves through the medium
of language, they managed to communicate
with each other through jerky and brief
exclamations or interjections, which even
today often reveal one’s mind better than
a hundred words.

When our hearts are ruffled by emotions
to deep for words, it is only a stray excla-
mation of joy or sorrow that escapes us
naturally, spontaneously from our innermost
depths. He who exclaims gets things better
said than one who is content merely to say
things. For instance if we wish to express
our admiration and wonder at the strange
species called the Homo Sapiens, we might
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say : ‘Man is a strange piece of work’, or :
‘Isn’t man a wonderful piece of work ?” But
would it not be infinitely more striking and
forceful to exclaim : ‘What a piece of work
isman I’

Every language is enriched by its own

typical and native exclamations. Of the
commoner and more popular ones in
English are Oh, Ah, and Alas. They are

unique in so far as they acquire various
shades of meaning even when uttered with
the slightest variation in tone, pitch and

voice. This is particularly noticeable in the
Oh. For instance when Keats says : ‘O’,
for a life of sensations’, he is expressing a
wistful longing. But when
in Shakespeare’s Coriolanus,
Menenious Agrippa speaks

of the hero as:
‘Oh ! he is a limb that has but a disease,
Mortal to cut it off ; to cure it easy.’,
he is using the Oh ! to advocate a casual
disregard of the hero’s faults. When the
poet says : ‘O Death, where is thy sting ?’
he is merely using the exclamation for
personification and address. On the other
hand when Tennyson sings :
‘But O .for the touch of a vanished hand
And the sound of a voice that is still’,
he is lamenting the loss of a dear friend.
In Julius Caesar when Octavius Caesar’s
servant suddenly sees the dead body of



Caesar he gives vent to his shock, horror
and sorrow' merely by exclaiming, ‘O Ca:sar I’
When in the concluding scene of Othello
the hero cries with a heart seared by grief
‘O Desdemona ! Dead ! Desdemona ! Dead
O 10!’ wecan feel the agonising remorse
that makes his grief all the more poignant.
One may seek shelter behind the O! in
embarrassing moments when one is praised
to ones face. When Hamlet says -
‘Horatio thou art e’en as just a man,
As my conversation cop’d withal,’
the bashful Horatio can say nothing tut
‘O my dear Lord’. The O ! embodies
hopeful appeal when Crashaw says :
‘O say the word my soul shall live.’
Poetry apart we use the wholesome O !
in our everyday conversation more than
we realise it. A housewife who has swit-
ched over to a different brand of v/ashing
soap may emphasise her liking of the better
selection by saying, ‘and O, what a diffe-
rence’. Here it is the O that really
matters. At a tennis match we might
express our admiration by saying, ‘Oh.
what a beautiful shot! We have come
across one brand of ‘Oh no . There are
others. While one form denotes a stout denial,
it can also signify surprise or unwillingness
to believe when one hears an unsavoury bit
of news. The ‘Oh 1 see’ of the lawyers
is a clearer expression of disbelief. The
Oh ! by itself may denote also annoyance
or scoffing at something or the other depend-
ing on whether it uttered sharply or lamely.
The exclamation Ah ! may denote
satisfaction, exultation, surprise or impa-
tience depending on the mode of use.
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‘Ah, it’s you I” would denote pleasant
surprise at seeing someone unexpectedly,
while ‘Ah, why don’t you leave me alone ?’
vvould suggest annoyance or disgust. It
must be mentioned here that the latter
states of mind are suggested better by the
exclamation Ugh !

When Desdemona says ‘Alas, he is
betrayed and | undone " she uses the
exclamation differently from my Alas when
I say, ‘The Municipality, alas, will do

nothing about the roads’. The exclamation
that should be a favourite with an English
butler who is said to be the very soul of
discretion, is ‘Ahern I".  When he wants to
draw the attention of his master who is
busy patching up a quarrel with his wife,
this apologetic cough is considered the
most discreet approach.

The exclamation ‘Ayoi’ or ‘Ayoidehi’ has
the same important place in our Assamese
as the Oh ! has in English. When it is
drawn out it denotes affection to someone
younger. It might also express our appre-
ciation of something enchantingly beautiful
or afttractive. While ‘Ayoih’ indicates a
friendly taunt, ‘Ayoidehi’ suggests mild pity.
This exclamation Ayoi could also be employed
to express pain or sorrow. It is interesting
to note that while the ‘Ayoi’ form is used
alike by men and women, the Ayoidehi
form seems to be the exclusive property
of women and children.

Take again the Marathi exclamation
‘Ishya’. | am given to understand that
normally this suggests disgust. But imagine
for a moment a loving Marathi husband
making a pass at his Marathi wife. She

Cottonian



might say °‘Ishya’ all right, but it would
mean something far removed from disgust.
It might mean a warning, a feigned dis-
approval and blushing, flattery or encourage-
ment. It is peculiarly a womens’ exclamation
in Marathi and sensitive males have gone
crazy over it.

The ‘Ayoh’ of Kannada or Tamil might
express pain-prolonged or sudden, depending
on the tempo of the exclamation. But it
may also be used in Kannada or Tamil
parlance in place of the English Oh ! as
in the sentence, ‘But Oh, he was great !
or ‘Oh’, how wonderfully he spoke I’, It
might also denote astonishment, mild sur-
prize or rebuke. A Tamilian friend of
mine tells me that ‘Ayoh’ or ‘Ayyoyyo’
in Tamil was originally an exclamation of
dispair, extreme sorrow or pain. In the old
days this exclamation was regarded as in-

auspicious. These days it has, by sheer
usage, different connotations also. If at the
one extreme it expresses despair, sorrow,

pain, etc., at the other it expresses wonder,
admiration or even joy. It would be in-
teresting to know what may be the forces
at work which thus revolutionise the mean-
ing of exclamations.

An exclamation that is used all over
the country is ‘Hai’ or ‘Hai Hai.” While
we use it in the direst misfortune, in

sympathising with a friend in distress or
to tease a fellow human labouring under

an apparant misery, it might be used equ-
ally well at a Kavi Sanmelan or Mushaira
to mark our appreciation of any poet. But
the interjection that comes most spontane-
ously to human beings all over the world,
has to do with divinity. In moments of
crisis or deliverance, in hours of joy or
sorrow we utter the name of the Lord in
exclamations like ‘O God !I’. When the
English are astonished or taken aback they
cry, ‘By Jove " or ‘Good Gracious .” or
‘Good Heavens I". The French say ‘Bon
Dieu " or ‘Mon Dieu ¥, The ‘He Prabhu’ of
Assamese is uttered in different ways under
different emotional stresses. So also the
‘Hai Ram !’ or ‘He Bhagwan I’ of Hindi.
This is not very surprising since we re-
member our respective Gods only in such
trying and rare moments.

If brevity is the soul of wit, an excla-
mation is the soul of brevity. When at
a loss for words it not only comes to
our rescue, but enables us to say things
better. When in an intellectual gathering
the ‘knowing smile’ fails to work, an
appropriate exclamation might save the
day. When the newly-wed encircles his
bride in his arms and tells her in the
words of Donne, “For God’s sake hold
your tongue and let me love,” she still
has room for an expressive exclamation
or two, more heavenly and poetic to her
husband’s ears than words, words, WORDS.

[ Reproduced by kind permmission of All India Radio, Gauhati. ]
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The common question to all people is
will mankind be destroyed ? Nobody
can properly answer this question. Only a
few centuries ago people thought about the
natural calamities. But now a days the fear
for nature is inconsistent, The root cause
of present day fear is the tremendous develop-
ment of Science. To speak the truth, we
are living in an age of uncertainity. Avery
few- Scientific explosions can bare the eart;h.
The atom bomb and the hydrogen bombs
are the causes of fear. As Dr. Harold Urey
has written— “l write this to frighten you.
I am a frightened man myself. All Scientists,
I know, are frightened, frightened for their
lives and your life........... I hear people talking
about the possible use of atom bombs in war.
As a Scientist | tell you there must never be
a war.”

Though, the theory of atom bomb is
known to many persons, possibly a few ad-
vanced countries will be able to supply the
requirements for preparing atom bombs.

Now a student of Science or any inter-
ested person knows that matter is composed
of minute particles called atoms. ‘As is
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IS A SERIES OF VICTORIES OVER NATURE*

—William Harvey.

well known, the atom is a miniature solar
system consisting of a central nucleus of
protons and neutrons adhering together in a
tiny droplet with a number of satellite elec-
trons orbiting around it,” and the pattern of
the electronic dance they perform within the
atom determines its chemical behaviour.’
The chemical property of an element is
dependent upon the planetary electrons. Now
there are certain elements having higher ato-
mic weights and of large molecular structure
like Uranium, whose electrons are loosely
bounded and which can be broken into frac-
tions. This is possible only by the impact of
fast moving neutrons or by gamma rays etc.

This type of reaction is called fission
reaction. Here the resulting mass is not
equal to the original one. It is because of
evolution of energy which obeys Einstein’s
famous equation E= mc2, where E = energy,
c=velocity of light, m=mass. Here the
square term is a large quantity, which shows
that for the loss of very small mass, a huge
quantity of energy is produced. Such re-
actions are shown by Thorium, Plutonium,
in addition to Uranium.
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Now as a result of fission, neutrons are
ejected at high speed, they strike other
nuclei causing more fission. Thus more and

more nucleus take part in the reaction, as a.

result of which huge quantity of energy is
liberated.

An atom bomb is that which uses this
energy. The utmost need is it must be con-
trolled, so that the explosion can take place
only at a certain time and under certain con-
ditions. This is properly maintained with
the help of the reactors.

Now we shall discuss the effect of
the 1st atom bomb, built by the American
Scientists. It was the morning of Monday
August 5, 1945 when the first atom bomb
was dropped on Hiroshima, in Japan. This
brought the war to an end and probably
it was the begining of the end of the earth.
Russel once remarked “The atom bombs and
still more the hydrogen bombs have caused
new fears involving new doubts as to the effect
of science on human beings.” Observers have
given the actual picture of the first explosion.
According to some descriptions, it was like a
big fire ball touching the cloud and covering
a large area, approaching the earth. It is
estimated that its reactions are still continu-
ed, Statistical data shows that since August

6,1945, of 32000 children born in Hiroshima
not less than 5000—almost one in six—were
deformed. This figure includes 1100 with
skeleton defiencies or serious muscular weak-
ness, almost 100 with deformed brains or
without brains, altogether almost 200 without
lips and the same number without sex organs,
25 without one or two eyes, 4 lacking even
eye-openings. This is a very serious result.

The strangest thing is that the power
proud nations are still preparing atom bombs.
This is a threat to world peace. If properly
managed, atomic energy can do a lot of good
to mankind. Wisely Russel remarked—*“we
are told that faith could remove mountains
but nobody believed it, we are now told that
the atom can remove mountains and every
body believes it.”

A question often comes to our mind,
“Are the Scientists responsible for this ?” To
answer in the negative will be erroneous. But
the politicians also must share the blame.
Man is ever hungry. Scientists must not be
debarred from working on any on scientific
subject even like the atom bomb. What is
most essential for world peace is the goodwill
between nations. As long as the thirst of
power exists, there can be no peace. Let the
people think of their own fate.

“One trouble with the world is that so many people who stand
up vigorously for their rights fail down miserably on their duties.”



RE-PHRASING
ON
INFLATION

Hirendra Nath Phukan
Fourth Year Arts-

The imprecise science of economics has
not provided us with a precise definition
of inflation. Every economist has preferred
to define it in hisown way. Before the
thirties of this century it was defined as
an abnormal increase in the supply of money
without a corresponding increase in the
quantity of goods and services offered for
sale resulting in a rapid rise in the price
level. The works of Keynes during the
1930s led to a shifting of emphasis from
the supply of money to the price level
itself. Inflation is now generally understood
to mean a period of rising prices.

The classical theorists explain inflation
in terms of money supply. According to
them a surfeit in the quantity of money
but a scarcity in the volume of goods and
services resulted in inflation.  The massive
quantity of money bidding for the small
number of commodities available, raised their

prices.  This explanation is no longer
accepted. Prices may rise even without an
increase in the money supply and need
14

not necessarily become inflated with thi
pumping in of more money. The classical
theorists went awry. Had they been correct
mere printing of crisp new notes would

have cured the bitter depressions of the
thirties.
Let us see how Keynes that idol of

modern economists, diagnosed this economic
malaise. Probing deeply he found that it
was not a surfeit in money but an excess
of demand that caused inflation. There is
an excess of demand over supply. Accord-
ing to Keynes this excess demand first
takes place in the commodity market and
then spreads itself out to the factor mar-
ket. Prices rise when people are willing
and able to pay higher prices for
commodities than those charged. This means
that effective demand has increased. If the
increased- demand cannot be met with an
increase in the flow of goods and services,
a gap develops between amount demanded
and amount supplied.Serious inflations
have generally occurred during or after major
wars when resources are fully employed and
diverted from peace-time uses to produce
war goods ; they cannot be spared to pro-
duce consumer goods. Excess demand for
the commodities leads to an increase in
the intensity of demand for the production
factors and their prices in turn rise up.
Wages and salaries keep on leap-frogging
in step with commodity prices and higher
profits.

A group of economists however, differ
from Keynes and maintain that excess de-
mand first takes place in the factor market.
Factor prices rise inordinately mainly due
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to the manouevrcs of tnide unions in ex-
torting wage-incrcases.  Higher wage bills
lead to higher costs and rising prices. It
is said therefore that inflation is the result
of cost pushing up prices. Here we must
add that neo-classicai theorists have pointed
out that for cost pressures to be elective
in raising prices, there must be a sufficient
upward pull of demand on prices. If this
is absent, any increase in costs would
resuit in pricing goods so high as to lead
to a fall in production and employment.
It has been established that inilation may
arise either due to demand-pull or cost-push
or may be the cumulative eifect of both.
In countries especially those retaining a large
export-surplus, foreign demand may heighten
inflationary pressures. Inflation has serious
economic consequences. It aflects different
economic classes differently. In a word,
flexible income-earners are favoured and
fixed income-earners arc harmed by an in-
flation. Debtors gain, for they are in a better
position to repay their debts and when
they repay during an inflation they return
the same amount of money but much less
purchasing power than they had borrowed.
The cnterpreneur stands to gain immensely.
His inventories appreciate in value s the
time-lag between soaring prices and costs
enables him to enjoy additional profits.
Farmers are specially favoured since prices
they get for their products keep ahead of
the costs they incur. Wage-earners, pro-
vided they cai® get increases in their pay
commensurate with the rising cost of living,
are not seriously affected by an inflation ;
but they arc not better of. Adept specu-
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lators, black marketeers and profiteers find
inflation a blessing.

But to salaried persons,
widows and small investors in fixed-interest
yielding bonds, inflation comes as a curse.
Their incomes are fixed and the value of
what their earn goes on falling and falling.
Their money income simply melts away
with each spurt in prices. Inflation leaves
them helpless.

Inflation of a mild variety is welcomed
by many economists. In periods of less
than full employment, a moderate increase
in prices stimulates employment and output.
Private investment becomes brisk and jobs
are plentiful. The losses to the fixed in-
come earners is less than the gains to the
rest of the community. Wage-earners, the
largest group of income-receivers, benefit
because of greater employment opportunities.
Even creditors may make up their losses
by a rise in interest rates on new securities.

But if every rise in prices is followed
by a rise in wages and costs which again
raises prices, a malignant, ever-increasing
hyper-inflation develops. This helps no one.
Prices rise so swiftly that money becomes
worthless. In the great German hyper in-
flation of 1923 paper money lost its value
by half or even more within an hour.
People rushed to spend their income before

pensioners,

it lost its wvalue further. At the height
that mad spiralling of prices, 1 prewar
German mark lost its purchasing power

by as much as 1,000,000,000,000 times'.
An inflationary boom cannot last. A

‘bust’ is sure to follow for, inflation, if

left unchecked, will generate deflationary
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forces and
demiUKI

lead to a decrease
ii\ f;ding
and business

in aggregate
resulting rricirkcts, un-
employmenl losses.

As Prof. Kurihara has ohserved, inflation
is both sociaUy undiserab.e and economi-
cally unsound. Stability of the purchasing
power of iT.'oney is the pre-rcqulsite for
the smooth functioning of a free-market
economy. “Volatile fluctuations in the value
of money upset consumption, saving, in-
vestment and employment—aU of which are
effected or planned by individuals or groups

in terms of money and on the assumption

Everyone knows that the

hot. But most of this

of a stable measuring rod of value. When
confidencc in the stability of value of this
rod is destroyed, as is apt to be done by
an inflation, the chances of a continuing
stable economy become remote. The dis-
tortion of money values endangers the
entire economy, inflation is dangerous and
every care should be taken to handle it.
If encouraged there is the very real and
very large possibility of it rising up like
a Frankenstein and demolishing an entire
economic structure-

interior of the earth is

intense heat goes unutilised.

Methods have been devised now a days, to use this heat.

By us'ng internal
energy is obtained.
Power Plant

undertaken in 1960.

16

heat of the earth now a days electric

The photo shows such a geothermal
in California

U. S. A,  The project was
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SOCIAL SEKVICE SECTION
Cotton College Union Soceity

Session 1960-61.

Photo shows the members of the Social Service Section, who constructed a

new road inside our College Compound.
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IDIuosophy"

Dharmeswar Sarma.
4th Year B. A.

Like all other living beings man struggles
for existence. But while the lower beings
are satisfied by more food and drink, man
is not satisfied with material wants. *“Man
is a queer animal, for he is capable of
martyrdom. He needs an ideal to live for,
an ideal for which if necessary he is willing

to die”. There isa world of eternal spiri-
tual realities in which and for which he is
living. Man, with the gift of his intellect,

wants to know the purpose of his life, and
the world, He wants to know the far-
reaching consequences of his activities. What
is the cause of this universe ? What is the
destiny of man ? What comes after death ?
Such are the questions that arise in his
mind. Philosophy is an attempt to realise
such questions. These are some of the main
problems which we find agitating the human
mind from the very dawn of civili-
zation.

Such problems arose in the minds of the
ancient Indians also. As a result we find
in India six systems of Orthodox Philosophy
( Astika Sad-darsana ) and three systems of
heterodox philosophy ( Nastikadarsan ) to
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the first group belong Mimamsa, Vedanta,
Samkhya, Yoga, Nyaya and Vaisisika. They
are called orthodox ( Astika ) not because
they believe in God, but because they accept
the authority of the Vedas. Though Mi-
mamsa and the Samkhya do not believe in
God, yet they believe in the Vedas. To
the other group belong the Charvakas, the
Bauddhas and the Jainas. They do not
believe in the Vedas.

In this connection we must speak some-
thing regarding the place of the vedas in

the evolution of Indian thought. The vedas
are the earliest records of Indian literature
And the subsequent Indian thought,

specially the philosophical speculation, is
greatly influenced by the vedas either directly
or indirectly. Some of the philosophical
systems accepted the Vedic authority, while
others opposed it. The Vedanta and the
Mimamsa may be regarded as the direct
continuation of the Vedas. The Charvaka,
Bauddha and Jaina Schools arose mainly as
a challenge to the Vedic culture. The
Upanisads which have also influenced
entire systems of philosophical thought in

17



India are considered as an integral part of
the Veda. They contain the philosophical
thoughts of the Vedas. All the six systems
of Indian philosophy are deduced directly
from the Upanisads. Even the germs of
the so-called Nastika schools are present
in them.

Now, first let us see how the philosophi-
cal thoughts grew in India during the Vedic
period. According to the vedic view the
spirit of the dead proceeds to the land of
Yama, the king of the dead. Before the

funeral pile the priest would pray. “Burn
him not O Agni, let not his body be
scattered ; O Jataveda, when thou hast

matured him, then send him on his way to
the Fathers.” Thus the ancient Indians
believed that the spirit of the dead goes to
meet the forefathers in the kingdom of
Yama. Thus we find that the philosophical
theories on life after death and on the
destiny of the soul were mixed up with
mythological ideas about Agni and the
Fathers. In the earliest period a large
number gods and goddesses were praised ;
and each diety when invoked was claimed
as the great one. In the view of the older
Risis, the gods in general or various individual
deities ‘generated’ the world. Yet quite
early there arose, among the Indians, doubts
as to the power, even as to the existence of
the gods. In the hymn RV. 11. 12 we find
that Indra was claimed as the lord of all
Gods. Even here we find that there were
people who did not believe in Indra, whom
they ask, ‘Where is he V. And of him they
say ‘He is not’. Believe in him ; for, O
men, he is Indra”,
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“Yam sma prechanti kuha seti ghoram
Uta im ahuh Naiso asti anam.

Srat asmai dhatta Sah janasah Indrah.”
When people had once begun to doubt the
existence of Indra himself, who was the
highest and mightiest of all the Vedic
Gods, many more scruples arose concerning
the plurality of Gods. Doubts began to
arise whether indesd there was any merit
in sacrificing to the gods. Thus we find in the
Rgveda about a dozen of hymns which can

be designated as philosophical hymns.
Herein we may add the remark of Prof.
M. Winternitz “These philosophical hymns

from, as it were, a bridge to the philosophi-

cal speculations of the Upanisads.” In
them the great pantheistic idea of the
Universal Soui which is one with the

universe, appears for the first time along
with the speculations on the universe and
the creation.  Since that time the Panthe
istic idea has dominated the whole of Indian
Philosophy. The evolution of religious
thought in the Rgveda led to the concep-
tion of a creator distinct from any of the
chief deities and superior to all other gods.
He appears under the various names of Purusa
Visvakarman, Hirannyagarbha or Prajapati
in the cosmogonic hymns. Thus in the
hymn RV. X, 121, Prajapati is praised as
the creator and preserver of the world and
as the one god. In the refrain “To which
deity shall we offer with oblation” ( Kasmai
devaya havisa bidhema) recurring in every sta-
nza, there lies the hidden thought, that there
is no reality in the plurality of gods. Again
in the well-known hymn of Purusa ( Purusa
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Sukta ) we find that gods are still agents,
but the materials out of which the world
is made consists of the body of a primeval
giant, Purusa (Man ) who being thousand
headed and thousand footed extends heaven
beyond earth, as it coversit. This funda-
mental idea of the creation is however, very
ancient, and is connected with several
primitive mythologies.- In the Brahmanas he
is conceived of as the creator of the universe.
His head became the sky, his navel the
air, his feet the earth, while "r«m his
mind sprang the moon, from his eyes
the sun, and from his breath the wind.
In the upanisads he is identified with the
universe. Still later in the dualistic Samkhya
philosophy, Purusa becomes the name of
the ‘soul’ as opposed to matter ( Prakriti ),
In the latter vedanta philosophy, purusa
becomes the name of the personal creator,
as contrasted with Brahma, the universal
soul.
Again in an earlier hymn, we find that
the sun is not created, but is “the soul
of all that moves and stands” ( Suryah
atma jagatah tasthusah cha.). Such state-
ments indicate that the sun was also con-
ceived of as the creator of the world.
Finally, scepticism finds its most power-
ful expression in the famous song of crea-
tion, (Rv. x, 129). It begins with the
description of the time before creation .

( Translated from A. A. Macdonell )
“Non-being then existed not, nor being.
There was no air, no heaven beyond.
What motion was there ? Wherein ?
By whom directed ?
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What water there, and fathomless abysses ?
Death then existed not, nor immortal being.
Of night and day there was no distinction,
The one alone breathed calm and
windless by self-impulse.
Then that, forsooth, no other thing existed.

The poet imagines the state before crea-
tion as “darkness shrouded in darkness.”
There was nothing except flood. In course
of time through the power of  ‘Tapas’
the ‘One’ arose from the water. This ‘One’
was already an intellectual being ; from
his mind come forth ‘Sexual desire’ love
(Kama ). In this ‘Kama’ ‘the wise sear-
ching in their hearts, have by meditation,

discovered the connection between the
existing and the non-existing.” But the
poet does not venture to say definitely
who created the world. The non-exis-

tent becomes the existent, of which the first

form is water. On this floats Hiranya-
garbha, ths cosmogonic golden egg. From
this egg Prajapati comes forth, and he

created the universe as we have discussed
before. But the Brahmanas in some of
their accounts place Prajapati first, then
the waters. “This fundemental contradiction’
says A. Macdonell, ‘due to the mixing up
the theory of creation with that of evo-
lution, is removed in the Samkhya system
by causing Purusa or soul, to play the
part of a passive spectator, while primor-
dial matter ( Prakriti) undergoes successive
stages of development. Thus already in
the Rgveda, the great idea of the univer-
sal unity is foreshadowed. The idea that
everything which we see in nature and
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which the popular belief designates as ‘gods’”
is only the emanation of the One and
only one. All the idea of plurality is only
imaginary. This idea is clearly and distin-
ctly expressed in the verse Rv. |. 164,46.

( Translated from M. Winternitz ).

“They call him Indra, Mitra, Varuna,
And Agni : He is the heavenly bird
Garutmat. :

To what is one, the poet gives many
a name,

They call it Agni, yama, Matarisvan.”

This is the fundamental principle of
the Pantheistic form of teleological evolu-
tion of the world. Thus one spiritual
principle or idea governs the entire universe,
one rational energy regulates every process,
the one rhythm throbs in every constitution.
Nothing is accidental, nothing is unmeaning ;
every constituent of the world fulfils some
function as a factor of the whole. That
striking thought of the Rgvedic Poet we
find in the words of the English Poet
Wordsworth who says ;—
“He is the being.
Whose dwelling is the light of setting Suns
And the round Ocean and the- living air
And the blue sky, and in the mind of man”

“The cosmogonic hymns of the Rgveda,
says A. Macdonell, are not only thus the
precursors of Indian Philosophy, but also of
the puranas, one of the many objects of
which is to describe the origin of the world.”

All these philosophical speculations were
clearly thought in the wupanisadas which
are as a whole one of the important part
of the whole Vedic litrature. The fundamen-
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tal doctrine of the upanisads is “The Universe
is the Brahma, but the Brahman is the
Atman,” which is equivalent to: “The world
is God, and God is my soul”. What is this
world ? Who am | ? What becomes of me
after death ? Such are the questions asked
and answered by the Upanisads. The fun-
damental doctrine of the Sankarite Vedanta
philosophy that the universe is illusory is
taught by the upanisads. Thus in the
Svetasvataropanisad it is said that the only
one God Rudra, possessed of the net (Maya
or delusion) rules the universe. He rules

and protects all his created being. With
his ruling rod, He pervades all things
including even heaven and earth. He even

generated Hiranyagarbha. About the nature
of the soul one famous verse of the Isopanisat
says ; “unmoving, one, swifter than mind—
the Gods failed to overtake it speeding on
before them. Standing still it outstrips the
others running. Herein doth Matarisvan place
the primeval waters”. The famous doctrine
of Karma Yoga is also taught by The
Isopanisat “Enjoy thyself with the renounced.
Covet not another’s wealth. Only performing
work one should desire to live a hundred
years. Action cleaves not to man”. Herein
the moral element also plays an important
role. According to the Upanisads the highest
object to be aimed at is the union with Brah-
man and the union can be attained only by
giving up non-knowledge by cognition. This
is a point common to all the systems of
Indian philosophy.

Thus all the systems of Indian philosophy
owe to the Vedas and the Upanisads for
their origin and development.
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Draught And Rain

Prafulla Saikia
3rd year B.A.

With pitiful eyes

The thirsty earth cries to the sky :

O blue Heavens ! have mercy on me

And wet my arid lips

W ith only a drop—a drop of rain.

Look at my plight :

Cracks, cracks and cracks all over my body—
Whichj perhaps”, will crumble

Soon into a dusty desert

And for ever make me—thy beloved—barren !
The Heaven listens.

With sympathy he sends his winged messenger
The messenger descends with dove-like grace
Flapping her wings over the soil.

Smiles again the earth with that eternal joy
Of luxuriant growth and fertility.
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A Married Girl in a Prism : Past tidings

Satyen Choudhury
Second Year Arts

Scattering a crowd of stars with her conch-white hands

She entered the ascending world radiant with rosy
rapture

The fireflies flooded the street, and

In the forest bouquets of wild flowers bloomed.

The misty moon descended on the mirror, and

She was moved.

Now dazzled there the dew-drenched memories of the
distant sky—

The Sky that culminated in sunshine

And painted puppets of clouds.

Through the restive waves of the welkin

Many swans made their way to some unblossomed lotus

And her eyes were laden with unseen dreams.

There in the cavern was heard an unborn child’s

crescending cry
Through the smoke of autumn'winged dreams
Curled upon the sky.
And sweet she sighed.
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Mirth and melody and meteor met her

On the way to the abounding world.

Mid night shook sweet those maddening memories
Mingled with clouds and dust and moonbeams.

In the distance there was the dying cadence

O f some forgotten faint footsteps.

A wild wave awfully corroded the coast.

Now she would despair® now she would despond”
Now would she obviate the worlds and

Now want to abscond

Like an arrested convict charged with wickedness.

The mind was ringing with the whistle of the ship
Bound for a horizon beyond the boundaries.

The west wind tousled her tresses

Already straggled, and

Her days were drooping with spring.

Under a collapsing sky she fancied
And somewhere a flower fell
A fragment of the sun stirred in her fragile smile.

The century would sob and slide away,

The whistle of the ship in the distance would die away”
Still the sky would contain the dust

Shaken off by her apron-strings,

Still the street will be crowded with myriads of missiles.
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“Even since my first visit to India some
three years ago | have been wanting to
introduce its music to my country...

“First, should like to set forth briefly
what | consider to be the essential differ-
ence between the music of Asia and the
music of Europe. The former is a tradi-
tional, crystallised form of expression in
which the performers and auditors partake
of a resignation to environment and to
fate. It is a more contemplative, medita-
tive and passive form of music. li; does
not allow the surges of almost uncontrolled
emotion and fury, the interplay of oppo-
sing forces to mar its almost detached
qualities. The music of the west proclaims
and asserts the personality of the indivi-
dual, both of the composer and the per-
former. This stimulates by reflection the
personality of each listener in the audience.
It spurs him to proclaim in like manner
his domination over, or at least his wrestling
with, his fate and his environment. It is
interesting to trace the progress of eman-

cipation through the various periods of
music in Europe ; from Gregorian chant
with its modal harmonies through the
courtliness of Renaissance music to its final
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MUSICALLY

explosion from under the thinning crust of
humility, tradition and form.

Today western music has almost run
through this period of unbridled expression
stands to gain much from India and to
receive inspiration from the east again....

Having no recourse to notation, Indian
music is created before very eyes, conjured
as it were, out of the wvoid improvised.
You must not expect unbridled passion or
flame as in Spanish or Hungarian music.
Indians know these, but their music speaks
of a diSerent realm, a dimension with
which we are less conversant, a dimension
beyound the manifestation of personal emo-
tions.

First to emerge out of the drone that
is the prelude to a performance is the
announcement of a chosen scale or raga
Every note of a given piece belongs within
that original framev/ork ; not one passage
or adornment falls outside the specific
magnetic field of those first tones, and all
music that followes must adhere strictly to
the skeleton of notes chosen for a parti-
cular performance. It is a new world
for us of which the only parallel is per-
haps Schonberg’s twelve-tone scale which
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also imposes a strict succession of disjoin-
ted sounds upon the whole contruction of

the piece.

The rhythmic element is equally complex
and may comprise units of rhythm between
three and one hundred and eight! As
if this were not complicated enough, cross
rhythms are built up in the course of the
performance and the contest which is waged
between the melodic instrument, the sarod,
and the tabla or drums, grows in intensity
until it engages the whole audience in its
spell.

The sea-sick passenger lying
chair stopped a passing steward.
land,
“No, sir,” replied the steward.
sighed

he said, “Over there—its

“Never mind,”
than nothing.”

“l must be getting absent
“Whenever |
that things aren’t what they used to be,

gentleman at the club.

to include myself.”
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Yet, despite the strength of this spell,
despite the domination of the one hypno-
tic mood, a charateristic of Indian music
is that, far from deadening the intellect,
it actually liberates the mind. The mathe-
matical exercise becomes an ecstatic kind
of astronomy which, without ever losing
the physical impulse of momentary creation,
carries the mind to a state where other
considerations of body and reality become
utterly remote.”

[ Extracts from Yehudi Menuhin’s introduction to AK

Akbar Khan's music to the American audience. ]

listlessly on his deck-
Pointing to the distance
isn’t it ?”

“It’s the horizon.”

the passenger. “It’s Dbetter

minded,” said the old
start complaining
| always forget
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Sir Cedric Hardwicke, the British actor

describes a drive he took with Ralph
Richardson and Laurence Olivier. When
the car was stopped because of a traffic
offence, Richardson said, I am Sir Ralph
Richardson. Seated next to me is Sir Cedric
Hardwicke. And behind me is Sir Laurence
Olivier.”

Replied the policeman : “I don’t care
if it’s the whole of King Arthur’s Round
Table your’e getting a summons.”

LEONARD LYONS

Britain’s House of Commons was aghast.
Not only had a Tory, an M. P. from Halifax
arisen to condemn Mr. Macmillan’s Govern-
ment for “wandering about without knowing
where the main road is” but the rebellious
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M. ]2 was Maurice Macmillan, son of the
Prime Minister.

When asked for his comment at question
time next day, the Prime Minister placidly
brought down the House by remarking
that ‘the member from Halifax has both
intelligence and independence. How he got
them is not for me to say.”

& #

In both his life and art painter Corot
was the epitome of contentment. In failure
he did not sulk ; in success he was happy
to use his wealth to help out his friends,
including the caricaturist Daumier, who
impoverished and nearly blind—was about
to be evicted from his cottage. Corot
bought another cottage for Daumier and
sent along a tongue-in-cheek explanation
“It is not for you | do this ; it is merely
to annoy your landlord.”

* #

During the war, Field-Marshal Sir Bernard
Montgomery was summoned to Algiers for
conference following his substantial change
of plans for the invasion of Sicily. On
arrival he said to Bedell Smith, General
Eisenhower’s Chie"-of-staff, “lI expect | am
a bit unpopular here !”

Bedell Smith replied, "General, to serve
under you would be a great privilege for
anyone; to serve alongside you wouldn’t
be too bad. But,
you is hell !

General, to serve over

SIR BRIAN HORROTCKS,

A Full Life
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When An Englishman's Love Letters,
subsequently acknowledged by Lawrence
Housman, was published anonymously, there
was a great to-do, and one of the news-
papers sent reply paid telegrams to many

The proprietor of an exclusive restaurant
was horrified to see a tourist sitting at
a table in the restaurant with his napkin
tucked into the collar of his shirt.

“Tell him we don’t do that here/” he
muttered to the head-waiter, “ but don’t
hurt his feelings”.

The head-waiter advanced upon the
napkin-draped customer with a polite smile.
“Shave or haircut, sir ?” he asked.

Whenever an armed-forces pilot is in-
volved in an aircraft accident, he has to
make a statement about tlie cause. One
young pilot summed up his mishap thus ;
“l believe the cause of the accident was
administrative. | shouhd never have gradu-
ated from flying school.”

# # #

A man walked into the grocery store.

Cottonian

well-known writers : “Are you author love-
letters English woman ?” George Bernard
Shaw answered : Am author love-letters many
Englishwomen which do you mean ?”

“I want all the rotten eggs you have,” he
demanded.

“What do you want with stale eggs ?”
asked the clerk. “Are you going to sec
the new comedian at the theatre tonight ?”

“Sh-sh-sh”, hissed the buyer nervously,
“l am the new comedian.”

A politician contesting the elections was
very much engaged at certain remarks which
had been made about him by the leading
paper of the town. He burst into the
editorial room of the paper like a dynam-
ite bomb, and exclaimed, you are telling
lies about me in your paper, and you know
it I’

“You have no cause for complaint,”
said the editor coolly. What in the world
would you do if we started telling the
truth about you ?”
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The idea of liquefying air has been cheri-
shed by scientists from the early period of
the eighteenth century. Attempts to liquefy
air date back to 1732 when Boerhaave tried
to liquefy it ; but however he was success-
ful only in liquefying the moisture in air.
About 70 years later, Fourcroy and Vanque-
lin liquefied ammonia. Northmore, in 1805,
carried out important works on liquefying
gases and could liquefy chlorine, sulphur
dioxide etc. Faraday (1823), Colladon and
Thilorier worked on the principle of lique-
fying a gas under its own pressure--but were
not successful in liquefying air, hydrogen,
Nitrogen etc.

In 1852, Joule and Thomson showed
that if a gas under pressure, initially cooled
below a certain temperature called the tem-
perature of inversion for that gas—is forced
out through a porous plug, the gas suffers a
fall in temp, and this phenomenon is known
as Joule-Thomson effect. For a long time,
it remained only of academic interest till in
1895 Linde utilized this principle, in his air
liquefying machine.

28

Abdul Mateen
4th year Science

The extensive experiments of Andrews with
the discovery of ‘Critical temperatures’ in
1863 brought a new era in the realm of
liquefaction of gases. These experiments esta
blished clearly that for every substance'
which usually occurs in gaseous form, there
exists a temperature, called the ‘Critical
temp’ for that substance—above which it
cannot be liquefied, however high may be
the pressure to which it ts subjected. Though
not an easy task, the critical temperature
for air was determined by the workers and
was found to be—140°C.

Thus knowing the necessary data, the
scientists proceeded to liquefy air. The
principal methods of liquefying air are, the

following :
D Pictet’s Cascade method. (2) The
Linde and Hampson method. (3) The

Claude and Heylaudt method.
Of these, the first one is historically the
oldest and theoretically the most efficient

one but somewhat cumbersome and is very
little used at present. The method was
first employed by R. Pictel in 1878. In

principle it may be described as a number
of compression machines in series each
containing in liquid of lower boiling point
than that contained in the former one. The
gas to be liquefied is placed in the last
compressor of the series—which is evidently

Cottonian



cooled by the liquid of the lowest boiling
point—the cooled compressed gas is then re

leased and allowed to evaporate under reduced
pressure when a portion of it gets liquefied.

The principle of regenerative cooling was
discovered by W. Siemens in 1857. Linde
in Germany (1895) and Hampson in England
almost simultaneously and independently
built air liquefying machines based on the
above principle making use of the Joule
Thomson effect. At the present time such
machines have become quite common and
many laboratories are equiped with such
machines.

The Linde’s machine consists of a three
stage compressor, the first one compresses
the charge of the atmospheric air to 20
atmospheres.  The compressed air passes
through pipes cooled by a current of cold
water, then through tubes containing caustic
soda solution and phosphorous pentachloride
where carbondiodie and moisture of air
are absorbed. It is then compressed to
200 atmospheres and then passed through
a spiral tube immersed in a freezing mixture,
the temperature of the highly compressed
gas falls to —20°C. It then passes through
metallic pipe 1 and suffers Joule-Thomson
expansion at the first throttle valve, when
the temp, falls down to about —78°C.
The cold gas circulates round pipe 1 cool-
ing the compressed incoming gas and is
led through pipe 2 to the suction side of
the compressor. After the completion of
a few cycles, the temp, of the gas falls so
low that the second throttle valve is opened
when the gas on J-T expansion partly
liquefies and collects inside the Dewar flask,
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from which it can be removed by a siphon.
The unliquefied gas is again led back thro-
ugh the outermost pipe 3 to the first
compressor ; and it circulates round pipe
2 thereby cooling the incoming gas. Fresh
charge of air is being continuosly taken
in at the first compressor and the process
is cyclic.
Although the Linde-1liquiefiers are in exten-
sive use in laboratories, the machines cannot
be to be said satisfactory mainly because
the extremely low efficiency of the machines.
A more efficient machine is devised by Claude
in 1909 for continuous liquefaction of gases.
In this machine, air from the compressor
is divided into two parts one part, goes
to the expansion engine where it expands
adiabetically doing external work and con-
sequently cools and then traverses upwards
round the tube through which the second
part of the compressed air is coming. The
temp, of the high pressure air is thus
considerably lowered and then it suffers
J. T. expansion at the throttle valve.
A portion of air gets liquefied while the
unliquefied portion is taken back to the
compressor and the cycle is repeated.
One practical difficulty in the use of
this method is to obtain a suitable lubri-
cant for the expansion engine of low temp.
Petroleum-ether has been found to remain
viscous even at—160‘c and so it has been

used as lubricant for air liquefaction.
Kapitze in 1939 developed an air liquefier
in which the compressed air is allowed

to expand from 5 atmosphere to a pressure
of 1-5 atmosphere and drive a turbine
wheel and thereby suffer cooling on account
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of the workdone. The machine is about
three times as elRcient-as Dinde’s liquefier
and as it utilizes pressure of about 5
atmospheres only, all danger due to high
pressure is eliminated.

The problem of storage of liquid air
was solved by Dewar by the dicovery of
the flask known after his name. It consists
of a double walled glass vessel, the inside
walls being silvered. The air is completely
evacuated from the interspace between the
walls which is then sealed. For low temp,
work, constant temperature baths or cryo-
stats are used. The substance to be in-
vestigated is kept immersed in those baths,

Liquid air has a pale blue colour, the
colour being due to the liquid oxygen.
The boiling point of the liquied is—195-8°C
under normal pressure ; the average specific
gravity of the liquied is -8954.

Liquid air has; been, since its first
manufacture in 1895 a commodity of great
industrial importance. Most of the impor-
tant cities have, now-a-days, liquid air
plants. Oxygen and nitrogen are prepared
commercially from liquid air by fractional
distillation. The ultimate unliquefied portion
of the charge of atmospheric air taken
contains hydrojen, helium and neon—from
which a mixture of helium and neon can
be obtained which is called technical
neon’ and is used commercially. Argon
and krypton also may be obtained from
liquid air by suitable means. A mixture
of liquid oxygen and hydrogen has been
successfully used recently as a highy effi-

cient light weight fuel for jet propelled aero
engines. High vacuum can be obtained by
using liquid air. For instance, if a vessel
is filled with a less volatile gas than air
and be surrounded by liquid air, all the
gases inside become solidified and a high
vacuum is produced inside the vessel. Liquid
air is also of great use in drying and
purifying other gases. Water vapour and
less volatile impurities are easily removed
from a gas (say hydrogen ) by surrounding
the gas with liquid air, and for this purpose
it is now a common laboratory reagent.
Liquid air has also got calorimetric appli-
cations. Dewar constructed calorimeter of
liquid air with the help of which it is
possible to detect colorie

Most of the important properties of
matter have been investigated at liquid air
temp, and have yielded results of far rea-
ching importance. It has been found that
at liquid air temp, bacteria as well as
seeds retain their activity unimpaired and
putrifaction cannot happen so that animal
and vegetable matters are preserved intact.
The extremely low temperatures which are
now available to us by the use of liquid
air, liquid hydrogen etc. have opened for
the investigators a new and vast field for
research. This has made liquid air plant
essential for every modern laboratory. In
our country the National Physical Labo-
ratory at Delhi, the National essential
Lab, a Poona, The Indian Oxygen and Ace-
tylene co. at Kidderpore in Calcutta manu-
facture liquid air by the Claude’s process.
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COTTON COLLEGE, OAUHATI—1961.

ASSAMESE MODERN SONG
1st—Muiss Tulika Das,
2nd—Sisir Kr. Sarma,
3rd—Joy Dev Sarma.

HINDI MODERN SONG
1st—Joy Dev Sarma,
2nd—Sisir Kr. Sarma.

BENGALI MODERN SONG
1st—Miss Tulika Das.
2nd—Joy Dev Sarma,
3rd—Miss Niva Choudhury.

BAN GEET
1st—Miss Tulika Das,
2nd—Miss Niva Choudhury,
3rd—Joy Dev Sarma.

KAWALI
1. Joy Dev Sarma (Consolation

BIHU GEET
1st—Miss Lakshmi Khound,
2nd—Miss Niva Choudhury,
3rd—Gopal Gogoi.

DHOL —
1st—Gunakanta Phukan,

VIOLIN—
1st—Miss Geeti Hazarika.

ESRAJ
1st—Kalipada Seal.

GUITAR (Hawaiin)
1st—Benoy Kr. Medhi.
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GUITAR (Spanish) —

1st—Pratiti Barua.
FLUTE ,—

1st—Bimal Barua,

2nd—Madhab Kalita.
TABLA

1st—Chittananda Bharali,

2nd—Rana Bezbarua.
ACCORDIAN

1st—Ramen Choudhury,

2nd—Benoy Kr. Medhi.
BARGEET —

1st—Miss Tulika Das,

2nd—Ramen Choudhury.

3rd—Miss Niva Choudhury.
RAGPRADHAN

1st—Joy Dev Sarma.
RABINDRA SANGEET :—

1st—Sisir Kr. Sarma,

N (Miss Niva Choudhury,
\Miss Tulika Das,

3rd—Ramen Choudhury.

LOKA GEET
1st—Miss Tulika Das,
2nd—Amulya Kalita,
3rd—Ramen Choudhury.

DEHBISHAR GEET
1st—Bimal Barua,
2nd—Amulya Kalita,
3rd—Miss Tulika Das.
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AINAM
1st—Miss Lakshmi Khound,
2nd—Miss Tuliica Das,
3rd—Miss Sabita Goswami.
BIANAM
1st—Miss Lakshmi Khound,
2nd—Miss Niva Choudhury,
3rd—Miss Sabita Goswami,
DHAINAM
1st—Miss Niva Choudhury,
2nd—Miss Sabita Goswami.
TRIBAL SONG
1st—Miss Niva Choudhury
2nd—Miss Tulika Das,
3rd—Joy Dev Sarma.
BHAJAN :~
1st—Sisir Kr. Sarma,
2nd—Miss Tulika Das,
3rd—Ramen Choudhury.
GAJAL
1st—Joy Dev Sarma,
2nd—Sisir Kr. Sarma,
3rd—Miss Niva Choudhury.
KHAYAL
1. Miss Niva Choudhury
(Consolation
ASSAMESE RECITATION
1st—Sushil Goswami,
2nd—Hemadip Bhattacharjee,
3rd—Kalyandhar Bora.
HINDI RECITATION
1st—Tarsen Sing Rait,
2nd—Mifftahul Hussain,
3rd—Mabhabir Pr. Shutia.
SANSKRIT RECITATION
1st—Miss Arunima Barua,
2nd—Nalini Ranjan Sarma,
3rd—Miss Sabita Goswami.
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PERSIAN RECITATION ;—
1st—Miss Sabita Goswami,
2nd—Siddiqur Rehman Hazarika,
3rd—Abdul Hannan Choudhury,

(Consolation prize)
Milftahul Hussain.

ENGLISH RECITATION
1st—Miss Sabita Goswami,
2nd—Tarun Choudhury,
3rd—Devendra Nath Dutta.

BENGALI RECITATION ;—
1st—Muiss Sabita Mitra,
2nd—Hemadip Bhattacharjee,
3rd—Miss Arunima Barua.

WATER COLOUR —

Dilip Barua,

Moniqul Alam
2nd—Krishna Dewan,
3rd—Lakshmi Narayan Sarma.

BLACK & WHITE PENCIL DRAWING
1st—Jogesh Das,
2nd—Krishna Dewan,
3rd—Hemen Gogoi.

PEN & INK (Black & White)

DRAWING :—
1st—Munindra Nath Talukdar :—
2nd—Dilip Barua,
3rd—Jogesh Das.

PESTAL DRAWING (Special)

1 Dilip Barua.
WASH PAINTING
(Special)—

1. Krishna Dewan.

DESIGN (Black & White) (Special)—
1. Dwijen Das.

TEMPARA (Special)—

1. Miss Garima Barua,
2. Madan Goswami.

1st—

(Black & White)-
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WOOL WORK
1st—Sushila Nayar,
2nd—Rajlakshmi Brahma.
EMBROIDARY
1st—Miss Geeti Hazarika,
Dwijen Bhatta (Special)

PHOTOGRAPHY
1st—Deva Kr. Sarma,
2nd—Ratneswar Sarma,
3rd—Dilip Barua.

(Consolation prize)—
Ashok Barua.

BAMBOO WORK (Special)—

1. Dilip Barua.

WEAVING
1st—Miss Manasrec Rajkhowa,
2nd—Miss Jyotshna Kakati.

ASSAMESE POEM

*Harekrishna Deka,
1st-
Satyendra Nath Choudhury

2nd—Nagen Thakur,

(Shyama Prasad Sarma,,.
3rd—
(Ramani Kanta Sarma.

BENGALI POEM
1st—Dhirendra Kr. Chand,
*Amaresh Dutta,

Shyama Pr. Sarma.
3rd—Miss Chandra Prova Devi

ENGLISH POEM —
1st—Mehtab Ahmed,
2nd—Apurba Sarma,
3rd—Shyama Pr. Sarma.

Cottonian

ASSAMESE SHORT-STORIES
1st—Binod Kr. Sarma,
2nd—Apurba Sarma,

mamini Kr. Goswami,

Devendrapati Goswami.

BENGALI .SHORT-STORIES .—
1st—Dhirendra Kr. Chand,
2nd—Apurba Sarma,
3rd—Dilip Dutta.

ASSAMESE ESSAY
1st—Kulendu Pathak,
2nd—Punya Kr. Saikia,
3rd—Pabitra Kr. Patowary,

ENGLISH ESSAY
(Consolation prizes)—
1. Md. Riazuddin,
2. lJitendra Mohan Goswami.

HINDI ESSAY—
1st—Ramen Sarma,

2nd— JRidhkaran Jain,
" Chouthmal Agarwala,

3rd— fTarsen Sing Rait,
\Brij Mohan Agarwal.

Chorus ;
1st—4th yr. Group (D,T. Combination).
2nd—2nd yr. Group.
3rd—1st yr. Group.

Best Drama “NIRUDDESH”

Best Actor ;—Santanu Kr. Das

Best Supporting Actors—
1. Hemen Gogoi,
2. Ishan Barua.
Best man—MIS TULIKA DAS.
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Best Collectors *—

1. Ranjit Kakati,
Krishna Dewan,
Makhsada Sarma,
Gangapada Choudhury,

o D

Miss Rajlakshmi Brahma.

Best Workers

1. Gangapada Choudhury,
Haren Das,
Dulal Roy,
Lakhindra Hazarika,
Ashok Barua,
Ahmedullah.

o o> w N

COTTON COLLEGE, GAUHATI 1961.

(1) 10,000 metres race.
1st—Indra Boruah.
2nd—Ruhini Bhuyan.
3rd—Indrajit Namchoom.
4th—Harendra Kr. Pathak,
5th—Jogesh Barman.
6th—Kanak Basumatary.

(2) 5,000 Mettes taee.
1st—Indra Boruabh.
2nd—Indrajit Namchoom.
3rd—Antar Singh Lai.
4rth—Matiur Rahman.

(3) 17000 metres race.
1st—Indrajit Namchoom.
2nd—Harendra Kr. Pathak,
3rd—Indra Boruah.

(4) 800 metres race.
1st—Abdul Jalil.
2nd—Indrajit Namchoom.
3rd—Biren Medhi.

84

EVENTS.

(5) 400 metres race.
1st—Harendra Kr. Pathak.
2nd—Indrajit Namchoom.
3rd—Arjun Rajput.

(6) 100 metres race.
1st—Chujit Gohain.
2nd—Dipak Das.
3rd—Habibur Rahman.

(7) 200 metres race.
1st—Chujit Gohain.
2nd—Kutub Ahmed.
3rd—Dipak Das.

(8) 110 metres Hurdl race.

1st—Dipak Das.
2nd—Chujit Gohain.
3rd—Kutub Ahmed.

(9) 200 metres hurdle race.

1st—Chujit Gohain.
2nd—Indrajit Namchoom.
3rd—Kutub Ahmed.

Cottonian



(10) HighJump.
1st—Kutnb Ahmed.
2nd—Lohit Talukdar.
3rd—A. C. Deka.

(11) Pole Vault.
1st—Abani Pait.
2nd—Abdul Jalil.
3rd—Kutub Ahmed.

(12) Running Broad jump.
1st—Chujit Gohain.
2nd—Habibur Rahman.
3rd—Abani Pait.

(13) Hop-step &jump.
1st—Ghana Gogoi.
2nd—Abani Pait.
3rd—Kutub Ahmed.

(14) Javelin Throw.
1st—Indrajit Namchoom.

GIRL &

(19) 2 miles walking race.
1st—Sudhamati Basumatari.
2nd—Chubelebla Chang.
3rd—Helmina Khatoon.
4th—Labanya Goswami.
5th—Kabita Chakravarty.
6th—Poly Boruah.

(20) 400 metres race.
1st—Bidyavati Devi.
2nd—Lahari Das.
3rd—Santi Kakati.

(21) 200 metres race.
1st—Lahari Das.
2nd—Helmina Khatoom.
3rd—Renuka Das,

(22) 100 metres race.
1st—Lahari Das.
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2nd—Biren Bora.
3rd—Ghana Gogoi.

(15) Short-put.
1st—Ghana Gogoi.
2nd—Prasanna Buragohain.
3rd—Ranjit Gogoi.

(16) Hammer throw
1st—Ghana Gogoi.
2nd—Chujit Gohain.
3rd—Prasanna Buragohain.

(17) Discuss throw.
1st—Ranjit Gogoi.
2nd—Abani Pait.
3rd—Ghana Gogoi.

(18) Horse Race.
1st—Basanta Singh.
2nd—Panchanan Ashower,
3rd—M. K. Bhuyan.

EVENTS.

2nd—Helmina Khatoon.
3rd—Bidyavati Devi.

(23) 80 metres hurdle race.
1st—Helmina Khatoon.
2nd—Lahari Das.
3rd—Labanya Goswami.

(24) Three Legged Race.
1st—Hemalata Deka & her partner.

2nd—Bidyut Phukan & her partner.

(25) Highjump.
1st—Helmina Khatoon.
2nd—Bidyavati Devi
3rd—Lahari Das.

(26) Running Board jump.
1st—Lahari Das.
2nd—Helmina Khatoon.
3rd—Bidyavati Devi.
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(27) Hop-step & jump.

1st—Santi Kakati.
2nd—Lahari Das.
3rd—Labanya Goswami.

(28) J avelin throw.
1st—Helmina Khatoon.
2nd—Bidyavati Devi.
3rd—Bidyut Phukan,

(29) Shot-Put.
1st—Helmina Khatoon.
2nd—Bidyavati Devi.
3rd—Santi Kakati.

(30) Discus throw.
1st—Bidyavati Devi.
2nd—Bidyut Phukan.
3rd—Renuka Devi.

{31) Balance Race,
1st—Helmina Khatoon.
2nd—Aparajita Barpujari.

{32) Cycle race.
1st—Bidyavati Devi.
2nd—Helmina Khatoon.

{33) Musical Chair.
1st—Lahari Das.
2nd—Minati Bezbaruah.
3rd—Hemaprova Deka.

{36) 4x100 m. ralay race {mixed ).
Winner—3rd year class.

{31) 4x200 m. relay race ( hoys).
Winner—1st year class.

\3S) Tug-of-war between Arts and

Science Profs.
Winner—Science Professors.

{39). Tug-of-war between Old & New

executive.
Winner—OId Executive body.
{40) Go-as-you like.
1st—Santi Kakati.
2nd—Renuka Das,
3rd—Hemaprova Deka & Bina Rajkhowa.
{41) Professors race.
1st—Prof. J. Rajkhowa.
2nd— ” H. Gayan.
3rd— ” B. Phukan.

Boys Champion—Chujit Gohain.

Girls 7 —Helmina Khatoon.

(1) Best long distance runner (boys )
—ladra Baruah.

(2) Best short ”” —Chujit Gohain

(3) .Best Throw'er (Boys) —Ghana Gogoi.

(4) Best Jumper (Boys) —Kutub Ahmed

and
{34) 4x100 m. relay race {Boys) —Abani Pait.
Winner—1st year class. (5) Best runner (Girls) —Lahari Das.
{35) 4x100 m, relay race (girls). 6) Best Thrower ” —Bidyavati Devi
Winner—1st yer class. () BestJumper "  —Helmina Khatoon
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COTTON COLLEGE, GAUHATL 1961

Weight Lifting
GROUP ‘A’
1st—Ashok Das.
2nd -Prasanna Buragohain.
3rd- -Suren Sarma.
GROUP B’
Weight Lifting
1st- M. Sangma.
2nd- -Sarat Phatowali
3rd- -D. Home Choudhary.
Parallel Bar
1st- eSuren Sarma.
2nd- -Sarat Phatowali.
Ground Exercise
®rasanna Buragohain.

1st— IS
uren Sarma.

'Sarat Phatorwali.

2nd—
"D. Home Choudhary.
'M. Sangma.
3rd-
iraresh Das.
Chest Expanding (by Spring)
*Prasanna Buragohain
1st—
D. Home Choudhary.
Sarat Phatowali.
2nd-
Abon Barpujari
Adya Saikia
3rd-
Pramoth Hazarika.
Barbell Playing
1st— Prasanna Buragohain.
M. Sangma.
2nd-

D. Home Choudhury.
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[ramoth Hazarika.

uren Sarma.

Muscle Controlling
1st— Prasanna Buragohain.
2nd— Suren Sarma.
3rd— D. Home Choudhury.

Asana
1st— Prasanna Buragohain.
2nd— Hemanta Buzar Barua.
3rd— D. Home Choudhury.

Shipping
1st—  Dhiren Chand.
2nd— Keshab Das.
3rd— Hiranya Sorgiary.
Swimming

100 m. Free Style
1st— Ashok Das.
2nd— Nripen Saikia.
3rd— Bibeka Das.

100 m. Bach Stroke

1st— Bibeka Das.
2nd— Habibur Rahman.
3rd— Phani Konwor.

400 m. Free Style
1st— Nripen Saikia.
2nd— Salemuddin Ahmed.
ILikhon Gogoi.

"Madan Pegu.

Best Physique—*“Mr. Cotton” 1961
Mr. Prasanna Buragohain.

Best Man—Mr. Prasanna Buragohain.



Generai Secretary

“We live” said Auguste Comte, "dead
men’s lives encased in our parts”. There
is a stillness and everlastingness about the
past ; it changes not and has a touch of
eternity.  Unaffected by the storms and
upheavals of the present, it maintains its
dignity and repose and tempts the troubled
spirit and the tortured mind to seek shelter
in its vaulted catacombs. But it is not
life unless we can find the vital links bet-
ween it and the present with all its con-
flicts and problems. To-day as my fallow
Cottonians are scurrying about in expectant
eagerness to elect a new executive body,
I am only in the look out of that link
between the past and present. But num-
berless vivid pictures of pitfalls and triumphs
of the last one year (1960-61) penetrate
my mind and prevent me from establishing
my relationship with the present by raising

a wall. Stone by stone | am breaking it
down but I myself seem to be broken in
the effort.

Cottonians have been an exclusive people,
proud of their past and of their heritage
and trying hard to preserve it. It rn’tters

?8

not if the Annual College Week or the
Annual Freshmen’s social were solemnized
with more than due pomp and grandeur.
In the perennial stream of Cottonian life
these are the suds of foam that dazzle on
the surface occasionally. But the stream
will go on. Numerous torch-bearers who
used to light the path will today make
room for the numerous others that are
coming. To-day, child of yesterday, yields
place to its own brothers and sisters, —the
to-morrows.

Friend Cottonians, all you whom I love
though most of whom 1 know not 1 You
whom life has not smiled ; you who dream
of great things, that you know to be im-
possible, while you light for them against
the envious world !' May you be happy
with your studies and health—it is so good

to be happy ! My friends, | know that
you are there, and | hold my arms out
to you. Though all my life 1 am alone,

so only | may work for you, do you good,
and you may love me a little, latter, on,
when | am no more in this College.

Sincerely Yours
HARENDRA KUMAR DAS.
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Debating and Symposium
Secretary.

First of all I must offer my heartfelt
thanks to the Cottonians for giving me the
opportunity of serving them as the Debating
and Symposium Secretaty for the year
1960-61. Ours is a country which is pledged
to democracy and in the democratic way of
life the art of debating has a very important
place. India is wedded to peace and it aims
to maintain peace in the world by peaceful
negotiations and discussions. To champion
the cause of peace and to explode the myth
of colonialism and imperialism we need
parliamentarians of high rank. There is no
doubt that the speaking faculty will help
all of us to formulate and execute the future
state policies of democratic India.

By the beginning of the session | had
the opportunity to hold the ‘Annual Debat-
ing and Extempore Speech Competitions’
in connection with the College Week Festi-
val under the presidentship of Chief Justice
Hali Ram Deka of Assam High Court, on
8th January, 1961, and it was a very success-
ful function. This year a greater number
of students participated in the competition.
I cannot but mention that the participation
of the girls was not at all encouraging. Prof.
T. K. Bhattacharyya and Advocate Jonab
Baharul Islam and Shri Dandeswar Gogoi,
Inspector of Schools, L. A. C. were the judges
in this Annual Competition. Besides, this
Annual Competition many other friendly
Debating competitions were held this year.

In our humble way, we are trying to
make debating more attractive by organising
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competitions and exhibition debates where
renowned debators of the state may be
invited to participate. We should be aware
of the fact that living as we do, in a demo-
cratic country we cannot ignore tuis art of
public speaking and debating. We must be
able to say what we have to say, with
firmness and conviction and we must also
be willing to listen to what others may have
to say. | earnestly appeal to the Cottonian
friends to participate in the activities of
this Section with greater enthusiam.

At length, | gratefully acknowledge the
help and guidance offered by Prof. Ashraf
Ali who was my Prof.-in-charge.

Birendra Nath Deka,

Cultural Affairs Secretary

Before proceeding to give in retrospect,
my activities during my tenure of my office,
| offer my heartfelt thanks and gratitude
to all my friends who had elected me to
serve as the Cultural Affairs Secretary of
the C. C. U. S

The Cultural Section of the Union So-
ciety symbolises the ideal of enlightment,
largeness of vision, charity of outlook and
sweetness of temper. Just after taking my
charge | arranged the annual Fine Arts
Competition, the Cultural Symposium and
the Fine Arts Exhibition. In the Fine Arts
Competition there were a large number of
competitors though most of them were First
Year Students. It was a matter of great
pleasure to have Dr. Maheswar Neog as
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the Guest-in-Chief at the Fine Arts Com-
petition. This year cultural Symposium was
a successful one with the participation of
Prof. B. Tamuly, Prof. Suniti Sen, Sri Biren-
dra Kumar Bhattacharyya as the speakers
and Principal Hem Baruah as the Chief guest.

The large and beautiful fine-arts exhibi-
tion opened by Dr. Surjya Kumar Bhuyan,
was held in the Sudmersea Hall.

This year, the Fateha-e-Duaz-Daham was
celebrated with great enthusiasm. Sri Sarda-
nanda Sing, General Manager of the Gauhati
Oil Refinary, was the guest-in-Chief and
Prof. A. Jalil and Prof. R. K. Deva Sarmah

were the appointed speakers.
We observed the "Sree Sankardeva Tithi”

with our traditional Nam Prasanga in the
morning. In the evening Prof. T. K. Bhatta-
charya and Prof. N. K. Baruah, the appointed
speakers of the literary symposium delivered
illuminating speeches. Retired Chief Justice
Sri H. R. Deka graced the Cultural function
with an impressive sp~ch from the chair
of the Chief Guest. VI cannot but say that
the interest of the Cottonians towards Assa-
mese culture and arts is gradually decreasing
and | think this is at the root of our
national weakness. | request; every Cottonian
to take vigorous interest in our native arts
and culture.

1 am grateful to Prof. K. Sarma, the
Prof-in-charge of my section whose able
guidance helped me in discharging my duties.
I also thank all Cottonions who helped
me and co-operated with me in doing my
duties successfully.

I admit all the ommissions and com-
missions which | might have committed in
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discharging my responsibilities.
Thanking you all

PROMOD SAIKIA.

Music Secretary

At the very out set of my report, |
convey my heartfelt gratitude to my dear
Cottonians for giving me this opportunity
to serve them as their Music Secretary.
With great pleasure | give here a report
of the activities of my Section during the
tenure of my office.

The Annual Music Social of our College
was celebrated on the 11th January, 1961
in a magnificient way, with Prof. R. Shah
in the chair and Shri Chandra Kanta Phukan,
the noted artiste of Assam as the Chief-
guest. Many top ranking artists participated
in it

I am glad to convey to you the news
of our grand success in the All Assam
Inter-College Music competition held at Gau-
hati. This year also our College team has
been awarded the highest place of honour
in a majority of items. | am so proud
to give you the news that our College has
annexed the title “Best Team” for eight
consecutive years. Miss Niva Choudhury
of our College has been adjudged the best
competitor among the girls.

Before concluding my report | must refer
to the lamentable paucity of necessary mu-
sical instruments. Neither are the musical
instruments adequate nor upto-date. | appeal
to the higher authorities for the immediate
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replacement of the existing ones and intro-
duction of new ones. We shall also have
to think of employing the part-time services
of a teacher of music so that intending
competitors can get elementary guidance.
Last but not the least | must express
my everlasting gratefulness to Prof. B. B.
Choudhury who guided me to success.

Thanking you all.
Sincerely yours,
LALIT KUMAR SHYAM

General Sports Secretary.

Before | say anything else, I must thank
each and every Cottonian, especially those
who were closely associated with me in
electing me as their General Sports Secre-

tary, and co-operating with me in all my
needs.
This year though College showed a

considerable amount of progress in the
sphere of sports, yet at least | for one was
not content with the number of trophies

our team won in the last Inter College
Sports Festival. | expected something much
better. But our Girls’ team, has shown

some promise indeed ! | wish them all the
luck for the future. But with pride | saw

that this year the Inter-College Javelin
throw record was bettered by Miss Helmina
Khatoon. | wish her better luck next
time.

Also | hope that my successor will

see that the grievances of our section are
met by the authorities, if the college wants
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better sportsmen and sports women. The
indifferent attitude of the college authorities
towards extramural activities as a whole
have put a great hinderance in the
path of progress. It is really surprising
to note that our superiors have failed to
realise the growing importance of allround
men and women for building up a better
Assam and a greater India. Erudition will
be useless, unless it is supplemented by
practical training for better career and able
citizenship. | hope that in the near fu-
ture, such apathetic attitude will be shaken
off.
Thank you all
Mahada Kanta Bhuyan

Cricket Secretary.

First of all, I convey my heartful thanks
to my Cottonian friends through whose
courtesy | have been able to serve the
Alma mater in the present capacity.

The vyear 1961 had been a glorious chap-
ter in the annals of the Cricket Section
of the Cotton College. A number of years
had elapsed before we marched into the
All Assam Inter College Cricket Cham-
pionship this year. The vigours sportsman-
ship of the Cottonians was well evidenced
in all the matches that brought this honour
of entering into the final of this glorious
competition to our College. Cottonians
like A. Ghatak, G. Das and P. Sonowal
with their polished displays captivated the
hearts of the numberless Cricket fans of
Gauhati both in the final and in the mat-
ches preceding it

41



But it is niy apprehension that the
Cotton College will not be in a position
to hold up this honour any longer unless
the authorities do not take due steps for
the improvement of our College play-ground
which is now in a morbid condition. |
hope our revered Principal will probe into
the matter immediately.

Lastly | convey my sincere gratefulness
to Prof. C. D. Gogoi for his kind guidance.

Mrigendra Lai Das

Hockey Secretary,

At the outset | take the
opportunity of extending my heartiest thanks
to you for having given me the chance
to serve you in the capacity of the Hockey
Secretary for the session 1960-61.

I regret to begin this tiny rc jrt with
a few words of lingering sorrow v/hich
comes out of the prolonged apathetic atti-
tude meted out to this interesting branch
of sport. The hockey section of our college
is truly a misnomer ; it is even unjusti-
fiable to think of running a hockey sect-
ion without the most needed field which
is its primary necessity. But it is really
pity that our college has failed to acquire
>a hockey field of its own uptil now.
However, this year | ventured to stage
some hockey competitions in the patch of
land lying in frout of our College Admi-
nistrative Building. Inspite of the mass
of difiiculties, | somehow managed to con-
duct those competitions due to the sheer
zeal and interest of my cottonian friends
shown to this section. May | therefore
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sincerely request the College authorities to
procure a plot of land immediately from
the Government for the purpose of cons-
tructing a proper hockey field so that the
hopes of our young aspirants
nipped in the bud.

The Inter class hockey cup competition
was held for the first time in memory
of “Shahid Ranjit” and the final match
was played between the 3rd yr. Arts and
1st yr. Science which was won by 1st. yr.
Science. Sri J. K. Barua, the Secy, of the
Assam Hockey Association encouraged the
players being present as the chief guest and
he gave away the the trophy to the vic-
torious team at the end of the game. Our
college also joined in the Gauhati Hockey

are not

competitions and came out with flying
colours winning the championship. The
standard of our hockey team is unmis-

takenly high and if they are not deprived

of proper care and coaching, everyone
should cherish the dream of seeing our
hockey team in the top of the State
championship in the near future. | am
thankful to my Prof in-charge, Prof T.
Barkataki for his valuable advice and
guidance.

Thanking you all once again.

Yours Sincerely
Satyendra Prasad Deka

Football Secy.

At the very outset of my report I would
like to offer my heartfelt gratitude to my
Cottonian friends for giving me the previ-
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ledge to serve them as their Football
Secretary.

During my tenure of my office, our
College team participated in the Inter-
College Football Tournament, held this year
at Tezpur. The College team was in its
traditional good form, consisting of a
number of state players. After eliminating
Mangaldai College in the second round, we
entered the third round of the tournament
to play against St. Edmund’s College of
Shillong. But due to some circumstantial
drawbacks, supported by the tenacious
attitude of the tournament committee towards
our College team we could not but withdraw
from the tournament.

It is a matter of extreme regret that in a
Government College like ours, the condition
of the foot ball ground should be so extre-
mely deplorable as to totally dampen the
eagerness of the players and to frustrate
all efforts towards building up a better
football team. | therefore wish to strongly
urge the College authorities to provide
the College Football Section with at least
the lagrely essential facilities necessary for
even a rural football team.

Lastly, | acknowlege my heartiest thanks
to our Professor-in-charge Shri B. Deka for

his valuable guidance and unfailing advice.

Indrajit Namchoom

Minor Gaines Secretary.

First of all, | must thank the Cottonian
friends for giving me the chance to serve
them in this capacity.

The Minor games section of the Cottou
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College consists of mainly—Badminton and
Volley Ball. But it is a matter of great
regret that there is a lack of proper equip-
ments and facilities—such as an Indoor
Stadium for playing Badminton throughout
the session and a permanent Volley-ball
grounds for regular practice. In this regard, I
appeal to the authorities concerned to have
these two items uppermost in their minds.

This year, the Annual Badminton Com-
petition of our College was held with great
enthusiasm in which a good number of
competitors, both the boys and girls, joined.
Our boy ’ Badminton team won the cham-
pionship and the girls won the Runners-up
Shield in the 7th A. A. I. C. Sports Festival.
I hope this standard will be taken higher
in future.

Regarding Volley-ball, | must thank
the players for their fine sportsman spirit.
This year, we secured equal points with
Assam Engineering College in the G. S. A.
Volley-ball League Competition, but were
defeated in the deciding match. The Inter-
Class and Inter Hostel Volley-ball competi-
tions were also held with great enthusiasm.
Lastly, | offer my greatfulness to my Prof.-
in-charge Shri B. D. Phukan, for his kind
guidance. | thank my colleagues for their
kind help and also offer my heartful thanks
to the competitors. | hope, | would be
absolved from all acts of ommission and
commission which crept in without my
knowledge. | conclude here, wishing a bright
future to the Minor Games section of the
Cotton College.

Long live Cotton College.

Habibur Rahman
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Girls Common Room Secretary.

| have great pleasure in placing my
fellow-students, my brief report of the
activities of the Girls’ Common Room.

I do not know how far | have justified
my election.  Never-the-less, wish to say
this much that at least some important
changes have been made to the Common
Room. | have been able to provide the
Common Room with some indoor-garoes
and the types of magazines really suited
for the students.

From the time of my predecessor several
request had been made for the extension of
the Common Room to provide for the
increasing number of the girl-studenr.s.
But the authority concerned have not paid
any attention to them. The present con-
dition of the Common Room is quite deplo-
rable and unhygenic with its leaky roof.

It is very encourraging to find a good
number of girl-students participating in
social-service and in different cultural and
sports events.

The special annual feature of ours deserv-
ing mention is the celebration of the
Saraswati Puja with immense success for
which | cannot but thank heartly all whose
sincere help made this possible.

Although it does not fall within the
scope of my report 1 would like to point
to one long felt need of the students. My
contention is that since this college offers
co-education there must be a separate
General Common Room where the students
of both sexes would be able to mix freely
overcomes shyness and awkardness, exchange
views and show equal ability in indoor
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games. Co-education must work as it is
meant to, naturally, with boys and girls
treating each other as equal fellow-studcnts.

Finally | owe my gratitute to Principal
Shri H. Goswami and Prof. S. Dutta under
whose guidance | was able to render my
services successfully. With thanks.

Rajlakshmi Brahma

Boys’ Common Room Secretary

At the very outset | offer my heartful
thanks to the Cottonian friends for electing
me as to serve them as their Boys Common
room Secretary.

From the very day of my installation
I have noticed that our Common room in
the Union building is too small for two

thousand cottonions. It is very difficult
to play table tennis and carrom at the
same time. Further the condition of the

table tennis boards is not so good. There-
fore, | would like to request the College
authorities to look at the difficulties of the
boys Common room and to make an
improvement in no time.

This year we are fortunate enough to
possess a good number of table tennis
players, moreover | am boast of saying that
this year our table tennis team has annexed
the best team title in the AIl Assam Inter
College Table Tennis Competition.

Lastly, | offer my hearty thanks to the
Cottonian friends who rendered all their
possible help in the function of my duties
| also offer my heartly thanks to the Prof-
in-charge, A. Hussain, for his valuable
advice in discharging my duties and res-
ponsibilities.

Bimal Dutta Lahkar
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COTTON COLLEGE DIAMOND JUBILEE.

It is a matter of great pride and
jubilation for all those who are asso-
Cotton College in the
1961-the Diamond Jubilee year
in 1901 that
life. It had
through which it grew

ciated with
year
of the College. It was
the College sprang into
its infancy
and acquired magnitude and fame.
The processes ref-
the
of Assam and
tributed to the
economic and political
1951,

our young Cottonians

of its growth are

lected in cultural development
have adequately con-
the

structure of

building up to

the state. In when most of

were prepar-
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ing in different parts of the country
to entei into this great Alma Mater
of ours, the College
Golden Jubilee

and associated in

celebrated its
in a befitting manner
its celebrations no

Sir C. V.
Since 1951,
then,
into its

less a personality than
F.R.S., N.L..

ten years have gone by and,
the
60th year, the Cottonians were just
the preliminary

preparations to celebrate the Diamond

Raman,
before College entered

starting to make

Jubilee. The first General Meeting
in which the Principal of the College
raised the question of celebrating
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the Diamond Jubilee, was held in
the month of February 1960. In
that meeting the proposal of going

through the celebrations in a digni-
fied and solemn manner was accepted
In another meeting of the
staff, held

1960, a

prepared

by all.
members of the teaching
of March,

was

in the month
rough working plan
and the “Cotton College
Jubilee Celebration Committee”
constituted. AIll the members of the
teaching staff of the
members of the Committee
Principal Shri H. C. Goswami as
the Chairman and Dr. K. N. Sharma
as the General Secretary. Prof N.
Islam and Prof N. Bora were elected
the Jt. Assistant Secretaries and Prof
M. Saloi the Treasurer of
the Committee.
formed.

Diamond
was
College were
with

was made
A few sub-committee

The Souvenir

also were
Committee with Prof A. Sarma as
the Editor started working to bring
out a Brochure in connection with
the Diamond Jubilee of the College
with au efficient body of sub-editors
to assist him. The Old Boys’ Register
Sub-committee also was formed with
Prof A. Ali as the Secretary and a
of other Professors as his
collaborators. This sub-committee had
a really difficult task The
fulfilment of this huge task, concerning

number

to do.
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as it does with the compilation of

records of Cottonians over a period
of 60 years, was soon found to be
in view of the fact that

subjected

impossible

the College
to the
wars and a sizable portion
were beyond any scope of recovery.

records were
world
of them

ravages of the two

After the Sub-committee had worked
with indomitable zeal for more
than 6 months, the whole under-
taking revealed its impracticability
and so had to be abandoned.

As these prepartions for celebra-
ting a very happy occasion were
going on, certain very grave, sad,
and sinister developments also were
brewing wup in the socio-political
set-up of the State and these deve-
lopments ultimately culminated in
those events of 4th July, 1960. It

of us as if the very
academic life

to all
of our

appeared
fundamentals
were subjected to an
unimaginable magnitude
the direst of consequences. The year
of 1960 was a period of agony and
all the Cottonians under
its pressure. The idea of celebrating
the Diamond Jubilee receded almost

impact of
laden with

groaned

to a state of oblivion.
When the College was restored
to its normalcy, and the Cottonians

could look around themselves with
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a certain degree of composure, it
was again appreciated that the Dia-
mond Jubilee of the College had
any how to be celebrated. In a
meeting of the Cotton College Dia-
mond Jubilee Celebration Commi-
ttee held on 26th August, 1961,
the manner in which the Jubilee
celebrations would be held was

tentatively decided and an estimate

of expenditure also was
According to the decicions
the celebrations
over three days with an in-
meeting, cultural symposia,
Old boys Jubilee Dinner and
Cultural functions. To commemorate
the 60th year of the College, it was
decided also to construct a suitable
building to house the Hobby Work-
shop of the College, in lieu of the
Old Boys Register. These
were to be held sometime in
the third week of December, 1961.
In the mean lime Prof Mahendra
Nath Bora, one of the Jt Assistant
Secretaies of the Celebration Commi
ttee resigned from Cotton College
and Prof D. N. Bezborua was elected

prepared.
of this

meeting were to

range
auguaral
meet,

celebra-

tion

in his place.
No sooner
for the celebrations were

tranquility of the College

active preparations

launched
upon”™ the
atmosphere was again disturbed by
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the indefinte strike resorted to by

the junior members of the Cottonian

family in response to the call to
do so given by the Students Action
Committee. Problems related to a

number of other aspects of the acade-
mic life of not only Cotton College,
but of the students’ community all
over Assam engaged the immediate
attention of all concerned and as a

consequence, the question of celeb-
rating the Diamond Jubilee was
again temporarily cold-storaged.
We have been appreciating the
unseen hands of destiny interfering
with us all the time and we are
very sorry for the same. It is, how-
ever, to be realised that an august
occasion can be observed only when
all concerned with it are peaceful

and contented. The antagonistic forces
to be ignored
we succeed in over-

were only too real
and no sooner
coming these forces and their natural
concomitants, we shall again go ahead
with the celebrations. Together
with all the old members of the
Cottonian family spread over the

length and breadth of Assam, we

the present Cottonians have been
looking forward wuntil such time as
the Diamond Jubilee of our great

College is celebrated with due sole-
mnity and befitting dignity.
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Resumption of nuclear tests

The resumption of testing Nuclear
weapons by both blocks
has been thing
in the recent political scene of the
world. And Russia by testing a
superbomb of 50 Megatons or over
in the Novaya Zimlye area of the
Arctic region has caught the
head But this
universal condemnation.
of testing Nuclear
pollutes

the power
the most disturbing

first
has evoked

This kind
weapons not only
but as

line.

the air, Nehru put
it, pollutes the mind as well. While
peace loving people everywhere go on
condemning this, the four Nuclear
powers viz. Russia, U.S.A., U.K, and
France go on with their Nucleair tests,
and all this in the name of National
security. But this is, in fact, one of
the most stupid things ever frora the
security point
is a crime

of view. Besides, it
against all

deathsentence on

mankind, a
humanity as one
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thinker
what

has already put it. No matter
the provocations are” there can
be no justification for this kind of
maneuvering because the risks are so
disastrous to Radio-
is gradually increasing,
endangering the health and life of
millions of people who want to live
peacefully under God’s sky. All sane
people everywhere must stand up on
the side of peace and condemn these
power mad war-lords who are thus
toying with the lives of human beings
in their mad rivalry for global
rity.

our species.

active fallout

autho-
India’s suggestion of peaceful
co-existance has become not a thing
of idealism, but of stark necessity. An
immediate moratorium should be
placed on all testing of
weapons pending the signing of a

When everyone dies
will be

Nuclear

treaty. who the

devil the winner ?
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